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1  HAVE  completed  our  labors  in  writing  and  compiling  the  Portrait  and  Bio 
iGRAPHiCAL  Album  of  this  county,  and  wish,  in  presenting  it  to  our  patrons,  to  speak 
briefly  of  the  importance  of  local  works  of  this  nature.  It  is  certainly  the  duty 
of  tlie  present  to  commemorate  the  past,  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  the  pioneers, 
to  furnish  a  record  of  their  early  settlement,  and  to  relate  the  story  of  their  progress. 
The  civilization  of  our  day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age,  and  this  solemn  duty  which 
men  of  the  present  time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to  themselves  and  to  their  jjosterity. 
demand  that  a  record  of  tlieir  lives  and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  local  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to  enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and  to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a  safe 
vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the  people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  region  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly  the  noble  men,  who  in  their  vigor  and  prime 
came  early  to  the  county  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their  heritage,  are  passing  to  their 
graves.  The  number  remaining  who  can  relate  the  history  of  the  first  days  of  settlement  is 
becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an  actual  necessity  e.xists  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  his- 
torical matter  witliout  delay,  before  the  settlers  of  the  wilderness  are  cut  down  by  time.  Not  only 
isitof  the  greatest  importance  to  render  history  of  pioneer  times  full  and  accurate,  but  it  is  also  essen- 
tial that  the  history  of  the  county,  from  its  settlement  to  the  present  day,  should  be  treated  through  its  various 
phases,  so  that  a  record,  complete  and  impartial,  may  be  handed  down  to  the  future.  The  present  tlie  age 
of  progress,  is  reviewed,  standing  out  in  bold  relief  over  the  quiet,  unostentatious  olden  times;  it  is  a  brilliant 
record,  which  is  destined  to  live  in  the  future;  the  good  works  of  men,  their  magnificent  enterprises,  thcii 
lives,  whether  commercial  or  military,  do  not  sink  into  oblivion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  grow  brighter  with  age, 
and  contribute  to  build  up  a  record  which  carries  with  it  precedents  and  principles  that  will  be  advanced  and 
observed  when  the  acts  of  soulless  men  will  be  forgotten  and  their  very  names  hidden  in  obscurity. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  personal  sketches  contained  in  this  volume,  unusual  care  and  pains  were 
taken  to  have  them  accurate,  even  in  the  smallest  detail.  Indeed,  nothing  was  passed  lightly  over  or  treated 
indifferently;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  accurate  works  of  its  nature  ever  published. 
As  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  this  work,  we  present  the  portraits  of  numerous  represent- 
ative citizens.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  have  the  prominent  men  of  to-day,  as  well  as  the  pioneers,  represented 
in  this  department;  and  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  uniformly  high  character  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
portraits  we  present.  They  are  in  the  strictest  sense  representative  men,  and  are  selected  from  all  the  call- 
ings and  professions  worthy  to  be  given.  There  are  others,  it  is  true,  who  claim  equal  prominence  with 
those  given;  but  of  course  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  give  portraits  of  all  the  leading  men  and  pioneers 
of  the  county.  We  are  under  great  obligation  to  many  of  the  noble  and  generous  people  of  this  county 
for  kindly  and  material  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Album. 


'  ^       Chicago,  December,  1887. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
4^  born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
^'f  Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
':i7~'.-V~lh  (Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
ill  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.      His    spelling  was   rather  defectiv'e. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  developmeiTt  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

AVhen  George  was  14  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  Li 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  \\\  175  i,  though  only  ig  years  ot 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  hidians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Lidies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  lo  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military- 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  reixirt  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  Ix'gun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  imixDrtant  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  \V'ashiiigton 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says  :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  liaving  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  lie 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
ex|)ulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  conmiission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  whete,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  jiort 
of  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia.Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  \Vashington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  tliat  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  narting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 
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commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annajx^lis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February, 1 789,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
govermnent ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  hamiony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  imiKiverishcd  condition  of  the  country, 
owmgto  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  jjartisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  liis  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  tenii  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  reix)se 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
.•\t  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  i)reparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wiih  military  honors  toils 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  imjwssible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  o]ierations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  imusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetrA'. 
He  coinmanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
,,  President  and  the  first  Vice- 
'  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy  ),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  I^'^  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
"school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
h.id  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  goodnature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
lirofession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  a  to\vn  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions lie  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popular 
throughout  the  Provmce,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glowof  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America..  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  splerrjnized  with  pomp,  sliows, 
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games,  six)rts,  giins,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transix)rted 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  supixart  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  seethe 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  1  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  ixjsterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  1  may  rue,  which  1 
hope  we  sliall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  cajjture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  Britisli  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  Noveml>er,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  imixsrtant  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  .\dams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  stilldroopinganddesiKDnd- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  .•\msterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,hemade  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  apjxjinted  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  F'ngland,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  .\s  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  .Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  ])ermission  to  rehirn  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  17 88. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
ele<'ted  President,though  not  without  muchoi)position. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  jxilitics. 

\Vhile  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  U[x)n  this  jxjint  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classofatlieist  i)liiloso|)liers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  tiie  otiier  hand  Jefferson's  symiiathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  [xjwerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, .Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  F>ngland  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
a|)preciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  ujwn  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  liad  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  tlie  public  good,  without  the  deejiest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supix)rting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  i)eoi)le. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  ujwn  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  iieen  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  hmiself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
DEPENDENCK  FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious founh  of  JuU — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"  Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  sjMiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  apjjcarance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  preiK)ssessing.  His  face, 
as  his  jjortrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  ex]ires- 
sive,  but  his  figure  wa?  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  nncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked  ^ 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson.  \ 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
well,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
a.id  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  lie  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow.! 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  witli  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  indeijendent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  noother  eflbrt 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  (iovernor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  eUqjsed  after  tiie  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  jxjsses- 
sion  of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  r794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  (ieorge  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  whicii  threatened  the 
tranciuility  and  peace  of  the  Union  ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  re[)ublic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  r8o9,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  neariy 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  uixjn  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1S09,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
-^ . 


sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  pariicijiate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  comi)elled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  jwrfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expres.ied  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversar)-.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desixanding  countr)'men;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery  ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore 
head  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  jwssessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  his  command  of  teni- 
]ierwas  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation lie  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
■» 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
•f  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
''^  June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   be   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
anding  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  R.idge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 
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prudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subse- 
quent career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educadonal  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mmd 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembl)'. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  wliisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election  ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and   Thomas    Jefferson   were 

Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.   Madison    remained 

member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intcllecUial,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  tlie  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  consi)icuous  [X)sitions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  tlie  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  lie  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia   Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  (jower  to  form  treaties 
wliich  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
tlie  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  (General  .Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annajwlis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  rei)resented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  tlie  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  ainwinted.  F.very  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  |)resent  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  i)erhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  accei)tance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  i)e  rejected 
we  should  be  left  l)ut  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  i)ut  little  (wwer  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Reiiublican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  i»wer  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
(jueeniy,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  f;ir  occupied 
so  prominent  a  ixDsition  in  the  very  jjeculiar  society 
wliich  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 
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British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  e.xiiosed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disi)osition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  ujxjn  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  l)e  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Covernment  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  i8th  of  June,  1812,  President  .Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  18 13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  u['on  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  |)lace  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18 13,  in  Chesajjeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  u[)on  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metroiX)lis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  sjieedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troo])s  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  i8i5,the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  atChent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  i8r7,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  r836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi-  J_ 
son  died  July  12,  1849.  y 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
.Presidentof  The  United  States, 
was  Ijoni  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Creat  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  ]jro- 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  F>randy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag ; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  E.xecutive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen    a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  feh  the  iinperfei  tionsof  tlieold 
5Jonfederacy,  lie  was  opi)Osed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  ixjwcr  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  wann 
supjwrters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opiKisition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  i)arties  which  di\ided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympatliy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Ciovernment  as  little  jwwer,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  ix)wer,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  ]X)wer  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  lionest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  j)rudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  nol)le  nature.  He  violently  opposed  tlie  Pres- 
ident's jjroclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  i»li(:y  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 
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Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  N  irginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  w.is  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  eflbrts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  F^ng- 
land  was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  jMsition  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  try^ing  times,  the  duties  of  the  \\'ar  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cal)inet.  Upon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  M'ar,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opix)sition,  and 
upon  March  4,  iSry,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

.■Vmong  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.'' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  .South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub 
due  [lortions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  anyaltem])t 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interiwsition  for  the  purjwse  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  Euroi)ean 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  dis]iosition  toward  the  I'nited 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
■jJStates,  was   born  in  the   rural 
home   of  his    honored    father, 
John  Adams,  in  Qaincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exahed 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during   the  almost   constant    ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
1^      eight  years  of  age,  he   stood  with 
'  ^    his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  jjooming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunkers  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
liis  f.ither  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .\msterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  17  81,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  .Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 
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in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  arcnitectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  havingful- 
lilled  all  the  i)uri»ses  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Clovern- 
ment  in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  tlie  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  Tliere  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  jx)ints,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  Q)llege,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Euroi)e,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  imix)rtant 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17.  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  apiwinted  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
18th  of  .August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  ()uincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  offii  e,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  Jolin  Quincy  .\dams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  tiie  best  interests  of  tiie  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4lh  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  cpiestion  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  witli  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination 
but  no  tlireats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2tstof  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  jjaraly- 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  tlu-  end  of  earth  ."then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  '' I  am  conlcnt."  These  were  the 
last  words  of   the    grand    "Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 
seventh     President     of     the 
United    States,  was  born   in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.    C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.    His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from    Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly;   and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,    made  visible,  which   was   at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined   the  volun- 

\    teers  of  Carolina  against  the   British   invasion.       In 

1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 

imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.      A  British  officer 

ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 

!a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 
'  The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
blow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-jxsx.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in   obtaining   their  exchange, 
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and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
.\ndrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

.\ndrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witti  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the' 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Cqngrgss  then    held  its 


tl 


■•►— a— ^ 


i 


<^ 


i 


44 


ANDREW  JACKSON. 


sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight   hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  wlu)  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  I'lrm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  tlie  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  fjr  si.x  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  B.irr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred uixjn  him.  Just  at  tiiat  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offeied  his  services  and  tiiose  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  acce])ted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him  . 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of"  Old   Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  uixm  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
I'lorida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  tlie  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary,  (ien.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bendsof  the  Tallaixmsa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  aliout  fifty  mites  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  (len.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  liieir  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  i)ut  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  .\  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  'I'his  ended  the  war.  The 
ixjwer  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  territific  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  uiwn  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Inimediatelv  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  .\ugust,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  .\l  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
.\nd  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  w  hich  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  cam|)aign.  This  won 
for  (ien.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  Brilisli  army  of  al)out 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  l)y  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  i8'52.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  tlie  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  .administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  a|)plauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  In'  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  .\t  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life  were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian   man, 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite   shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

Tiiere  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
[jolitical  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
ill  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  re(iuired  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  \n  aii  office  in  liis   native  village, 
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he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecvited  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  liis  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  thr 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tht 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  t8 1 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  eave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

Wjiile  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  thQ  Democratic  party,  he  had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  i)roperty  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Biiren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined o|)poser  of  the  .Vdministration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  cliosen  (iovernorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Proljably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  siipix)sed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  liow  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  }5y 
these  (xswers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
apjiointed  Mr.  Van  iJuren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
[Kisiiion  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  wiien  it  met, 
ref'-lsed    to    ratify  the   nomination,    and   he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  wiiich  had  refused  to  confinii  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  jxiwer  to  apjxjint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  witii  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavefy  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  4;he  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  \\\yo\\  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  jxDsitions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  184 1,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Linden wald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  ujxjn  the  ix)litics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eigiity  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormv  scenes  of  his  ,m  tivc  life, 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the    United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and   was     conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and    John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  lionor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  tiie  army, 
liaving  obtaii)ed  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 
.^t— 


dent  Washington.  He  was  then  but  ig  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  tliat 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  jxartions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-wesl  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  a]5- 
[Xjinted  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  ujxjn  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred -from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

\\'henhe  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resotinding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  tlie  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  About 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  "  One  of 
these  was  called  Tccumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "'I'he  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresiglit  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enteritrise  in  which  lie  might 
engage.  He  was  ins|)ired  with  tlie  highest  entliusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  wliiics  u|)on  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Propiiet,  was 
anorator,  wlio  cuuld  sway  tlie  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  tlie  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  tlie  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Cireat  .Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tip[>e- 
canoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  i<S  12,  his  army  began  its  inarch.  When 
near  the  Pro[)het's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  impiired  wliy  ('re)v.  Harrison  was 
approacliing  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  u[X)n  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  [xisted  in  a  hollow  s<]uare,  and  slept 
UiX)n  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  liy  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  tlie  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  \\\so\\  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  i'heir 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Bus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doul)tii'.ga 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troojis  stood  as  imiiiovai)le  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  tiie  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe, 
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Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  sc.iliiiiig,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  hori/on  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
tlie  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  e<iual  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1S16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  sjKjke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1 8 19,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  ICS36,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  .Vt  the  close  of 
.Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nomii;ated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
iiis  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  aiiv  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  ])rospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  pros|)ects,  (jen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  .'\pnl ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
'.L  I'residentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high   social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted   him- 
self with    great    assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father    and    partly  with    Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  dlstin- 
guislied  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was    elected 

a  member  of  Congress.     Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 

ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing   a  national 

bank,  internal  uriprovements  by  the  General  Govern- 
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ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  i)rought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nulHfiers,  had 
abandoned  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  split  in  the   Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  remo\ed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  N'irginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  voles  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  ^Vhig,  much  to  the  disapiX)iritmentof 
the  South,  wiio  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North  :  but  tlie  Vice 
President  iius  but  very  little  [xjwer  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duly  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  iKJsition  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opiKJsed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own.'  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  opjwse  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorixjration  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      Hp   suggested,   however,  that  he  would 

<■  ■■       ■  ,_ 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
pro|X)sed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  i)rovoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  U'hig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

'The  opposition  now  exuliingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  'The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  'The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  jwlitical  alliance 
l)etween  the  \Vhigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr,  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  'Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  'I'yler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  Xo  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Deiiiocrais  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  tothe  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charies-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  (Assessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
moans  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rei)ellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  ("al- 
houn  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  cht)sen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he  was  taken  sick  and  soon  died, 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
^al^resident  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C,  Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were    Samuel   and    Jane 
(Kno.x)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  i3o6,  with  his  wife 
and  cliildren,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  tlie 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  e.xpressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
liim  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail  ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  18 18,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  tlie  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adliered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  snch  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial  and 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  jo)  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  I'olk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  tlie  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  liini, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  tlien  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  lie  might  accept  the  Cubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  s|X)ke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  i4tli  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,100k  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  anne.xation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  l)y  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
Other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "  invasion,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v.'as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  six)ils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  Tlie  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  .  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temfjerate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  tliough  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  X'alley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  isth  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourlii 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  iwelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
«  father.  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
*W.c^_^"^  a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
^  tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 12,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering    fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  181 2,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  tire  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  tlie  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  si.\  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war.  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fo.x  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectLUil  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  (iradually  lie  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acipiaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  comi)el 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  tlie  Mississip])i,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  'Faylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  th^South- 
west.  This  field  embraced  lx)uisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imiwsed  \x\ion  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  .^Ito  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  uixjn  (ien.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simi)licity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
\\\&  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  arid  Ready.' 

Tiie  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  (ien.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  li|)s.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful ix)i)ularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unixjlished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  |X)litics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 
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had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  ixjpularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opiwsing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Thougii  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at. the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  ixslitical  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  tTie  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  (len.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerc  liief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  co.xcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

".'\ny  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt   for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teentli  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  yth  of  January,  1800.  His 
^"^  father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  ix)ssessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831  ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  lint  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Neav  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 
<■  


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate ; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,^and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  .advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halls 
Hnd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prci)ared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acciuiremcnts,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  jirepared  for  active  duty.  -\11  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  uixsn  the  jiublic  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected   Comptroller  of    the   State. 
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Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  Hut 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacyof  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  ixjpulation  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr.  I 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  tenn,  retired.  | 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supjxised  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other.  | 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  rijje 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
iourteenth    President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with    his   own     strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a    home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted- and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Witliout  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  jxapular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,   and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  tlie 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoied.   Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  bom  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  uiwn  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Fierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  imjxDrtant  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fngitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  wliom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  tints  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  \mtil,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  provecj  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unjx)pnlar  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  tw  o 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Kpiscopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  sufl"ering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
antic  spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
i  hided  home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantagps.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
fithei  removed  to  tlie  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
liis  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1S09,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  healtli,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  lie  rose 
in  his  profession, -and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House, 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  L'pon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Callioun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  tlie  sup- 
porters of  his  administration,  Uixsn  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  witli  voice  and  vote,  advocated  ex|)unging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  (ien.  Jackson  for  removing  the  dei>osits. 
Earnestly  he  opi>osed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tiie 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated tiiat  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  [xjwer  to  legislate  upon  tlie  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  resixinsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rit)  Crande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  p>'rpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  agjinst  the  W'ilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  ap[)roval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
IKjIitical  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  .Ml  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived 114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  i)0[)ular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  uj)  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  (Kjlitical  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  C.overnment,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
\iati()n  whose  corner-stone  should  bo  human  slavery. 
[n  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  jx;rjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opixjnents  of  -Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lmcoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slaver)' 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  [jrofessed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention u[x)n  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  jxjwer  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  |)Ower  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  ujwn  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  1S60;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston:  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custotii-houses  and  [wst-offices  were 
api>ropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  etiergy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imliecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marveloits.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-lookcd-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certaitily  the  most  calamitoits  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
])leasure.  .And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  wiiii  h  rf>lled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  li|)s  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland  retreat,  June    i,    |369. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
;^United  States,  wns  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
■~=-  Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wildsof  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
'  field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  e.xtreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  foi-ever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log -cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  .As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  s|)ent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  buili  a  log- 
<abin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  jioor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"  .MI  'hat  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  e.xclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  hi? 
■♦^ — 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  l)ecame  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  Thi're  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  wiioin  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  SL^uatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
edLication  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  uf  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laliorer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  luiilding  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.     In  this  adven-  ' 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  tlie  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  .Andrew 
Jackson  tiie  ai)i)ointmentof  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  tiie  letters  lie 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  tliis  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  hiui  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  tiie  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  tlie  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  tlie  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
ilavcry  ipieition,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  eipial.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i86o.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  .\n  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  tlirown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
oroiiiinent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee,  .\brahani  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  lie  tlien 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplaceintiie  affections  of  his  countiymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  jxjured  uiwn  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  uixjn  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  [wsition.  In  February,  i86i,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  'l"he  wiiole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  .Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more liad  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  uj)  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  .\  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisl-urg,  tlirough  Haltimoie,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  tlie  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great   anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal   people. 

In  tlie  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  [wsitions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  resix5nsil)ilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  co[)e  with,  tlie  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  alt  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  iS6i,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination.and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  (irant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  annoimced  that  they  would  be  present.  Cen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, with  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disapiiointment  if  he  should  fail  tliem, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  Ixix  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  l)e(onie  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  AN'ashington's,  its  father;  hiscountry- 
mcn  being  unable  to  decide   which  is   the  greater. 
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NDREVV  JOHNSON,  seven- 

»teenth  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
qaan  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 

A*  


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on- 
ward laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos- 
sessed some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
aldeniian,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resjjonsible  ix)si- 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abii- 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supixjrted  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  wliich 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i860,  he 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  iiKonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opiX)sition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opjxjsed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  ix)ssible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the ' 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial    Jjegan    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  ujxjn  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  tlie  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  tenn,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  imix)tently, 
his  conflict  witli  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  sth  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorons  health,  Init  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  tiie  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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Sa  LYSSES  S.  grant,  the 
4)  eighteenth  President  of  the 
■-® United  States,  was  born  on 
the  2gth  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  ujwn  one 
side  of  the  aniP^l,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  tliough 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  15  th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
Jistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  wliich  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 
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Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  ujxjn  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  anuies  which  would  be  i>romptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  jiacked  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  ujxjn  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  tlic  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
emliarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of  A 
the  illustrious  General.  Tj 
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UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 

the    nineteenth   President    of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three   months   after   the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.      His    ancestry   on   both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter.    It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains,  fighting    side    by    side    with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,   owned    extensive    estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.     Misfor- 
tune overtaking  the  family,  George   Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.     His  son 
George  was  born   in   Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.     Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
tied  Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.     Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  fanner, 
blacksmith    and   tavern-keeper.       He  emigrated   to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.     Here   his  son    Ruth- 
\  r     erford   Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  tliey  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me. 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  ine.xplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayts  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver~ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  e.\[)ected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
iiuiringfrom  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
Ixjy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right!  Stick  to 
him.  Y^ou  have  got  hiin  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  Vou  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  liis 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  projxjsed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opixsrtunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1S45,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  ^Lirietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  i^owerful  influence  u|X)n  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary'  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everj-body  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  ujxjn  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  CluD  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  ofhce  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  countr)'. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In. 
October,  1S61,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  ijic  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for  gallant  and  distinguislied  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  camiiaigii, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  hi^ 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  bv 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  .Alien  G.  Thurman,  a  jwpular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1871;. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  op" 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
I  S3 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
y,  but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
was  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
hard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
their  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brother's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  .Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he-  ^^trnggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 
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gether.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the  ' 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
■► 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Clirist  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  tlian  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called '  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  coninmnions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  ixjlitical  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  wiiich  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
larian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  tliis  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1S61  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1 86 1.  He  was  immediately  i)ut  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantrj- 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marsliall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  liad  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Bucll's  army  at  Shiloli, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  tlien  detailed  as  a  memberof  the 
General  Couit-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-Jolm 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  fcistory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  tlie  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteentli  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  (ihio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  ^\'hittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  lliat  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  I  loar  says  :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  mstruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Uix)n  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  tlie 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stejiped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inilicting  nofurthei 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  jwwer  and  hope.  I'urcighty 
days,  all  during  tlie  hot  months  of  July  and  .August, 
he  lingered  and  sufifered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  liimself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenelj;  away  Sept 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J  ,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  wliere  he  had  been  taken  shortly  ]irevious.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  ujion  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

\  twenty-first    Presi'^.^iii   of  the 

■United   States,    was    born    in 

Franklin  Courty,  Vermont,  on 

the  fifthofOdober,  1830,  and  is 

the  oldest   of  a   family    of  two 

sons  and    five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  a Baptistd'.rgyman, whc 

emigrated  to   th.s  country  from 

the  county  Antrim,   Ireland,    in 

his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur   was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.     Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,   and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.    D.    Culver   as    student.     After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an   eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to   New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from   the   start.     General   Arthur 
^ '  soon  afterward  rasg-rpd  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon, 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs. 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare, 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  tlie  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge -Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  apjwirited  hini  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Insjjcc- 
tor  General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  Yoik,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
[Xjlitics.  He  was  apix)inted  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21,  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  iS8o.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  jxjlitical 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  thecontinent.  It 
was  comix)sed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  tlie  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  linn  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  tiieir 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Artiiur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  i)arty,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  i  ountry's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  sufl"ering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  wheiv  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  jxDsition  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  liis  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  resixansibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  i88r.  The  [wsition  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  ix)licy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point,  lender  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so. 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1S85,  and  was 
a  i)opular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opix)sing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  parly 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  jirivate  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
'^'  '  N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  "two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $too  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
ne  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
ask  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
the  old  gentleman;  "do  you,  indeed?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
ix)ssibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated ;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  tlie  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract :  "  This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary- 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi ;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration.  y 
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NSEL  BRIGGS,  the  first 
gcntlciiian  chosen  to  fill  the 
U'ubeinatoiiiil  chair  of  Iowa 
after  its  organization  as  a 
State,  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  was  born  Feb.  3, 
1806.  His  parents,  who  likewise 
were  New  Englanders,  were  Ben- 
jamin and  Electa  Briggs.  The 
lioyhood  of  our  subject  was 
passed  in  liis  native  State,  and  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  common  scliools 
he  received  a  fair  education  which 
was  subsequently  improved  by  a 
term  at  Norwich  Academy.  When 
a  young  man  he  removed  with  his 
jiarents  to  Cambridge,  Guernsey  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
young  Briggs  engaged  in  the  work  of  establishing 
stag;e  lines.  He  also  here  embarked  in  political 
affairs  and  as  a  Whig  run  for  the  office  of  County 
Auditor  but  was  defeated  by  John  Ferguson,  a 
Jackson  Democrat. 

Aftei'  remaining  in  Ohio  for  six  years,  the  glow- 
ing accoiuits  of  the  fair  fields  and  the  fertile  prairies 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  led  him  westward  across 
the  Father  of  AVaters.  He  had  previously  united 
his  fortunes  in  life  with  Nancy  M.  Dnnlap,  daugh- 
ter of  Major  Dunlap,  an  ofHcer  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Even  prior  to  this  marriage  he  had  chosen  a  wife, 
a  lady  wlio  was  Itorn  on  tiie  same  d.ay  and  year  as 
liimsclf.  but  of  whom  he  was  soon  bereft.  He 
brouglit  with  him  tf)  Iowa  his  little  family  and  lo- 
pated  at  Andrew,  iu  Jackson  County.     Seeing  the 
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opportunity  here  for  resuming  his  former  business, 
he  began  opening  up  stage  lines,  frequently  driving 
the  ^)Id  stage  coach  himself.  He  made  several  con- 
tracts with  the  Postoffice  Department  for  carrying 
tlie  United  States  mails  weekly  between  Dubuque 
and  Davenport,  Dubuque  and  Iowa  City  and  other 
routes,  thus  opening  up  and  carrying  on  a  very  im- 
portant enterprise.  Politically,  Gov.  Briggs  was  a 
Democrat,  and  on  coming  to  Iowa  identified  him- 
self with  tliat  party.  In  1842  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  House  of  Representatives 
from  Jackson  County,  and  subsequently  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  the  same  county.  He  had  taken  a  lead- 
ing part  in  public  affairs,  and  upon  the  formation  of 
the  State  (Government  in  1840,  he  became  a  prom- 
inent candidate  for  Governor,  and  though  his  com- 
petitors in  liis  own  partj^  were  distinguished  and 
well-lcnowu  citizens,  Mr.  Briggs  received  the  nom- 
ination. The  convention  was  held  in  Iowa  City, 
on  Thursday,  Sept.  24,  1846,  and  assembled  to 
nominate  State  officers  and  two  CongTessmen.  It 
was  called  to  order  by  F.  D.  Mills,  of  Des  Moines 
County.  William  Thompson,  of  Henry  County, 
presided,  and  J.  T.  Fales,  of  Dubuque,  was  Secre- 
tary. Tho  vote  for  Governor  in  the  convention 
stood:  Briggs,  sixty-two;  Jesse  Williams,  thirty- 
two,  and  William  Thompson,  thirty-one.  The  two 
latter  withdrew,  and  Briggs  was  then  ciiosen  by  ac- 
clamation. Elislia  Cutler,  Jr.,  of  Van  Buren  Coun- 
ty, was  iK)miuated  for  Secretary  of  State;  Joseph 
T.  Fales,  of  Linn,  for  Auditor,  and  Morgan  Reno, 
of  .lohnson,  for  Treasurer.  S.  C.  Hastings  and 
Sheperd  Leftler  were  nominated  for  Congi-ess.     The 

.^ 


> 


1. 


112 


■•► 


ANSEL  BRIGGS. 


election  was  held  Oct.  28,  1846,  the  entire  Demo- 
cratic ticket  being  successful.  Briggs  received 
7,626  votes  and  his  competitor,  Thomas  McKiiight, 
the  AMiig  candidate,  7,379,  giving  Briggs  a  major- 
ity of  247. 

The  principal  question  between  the  two  leading 
parties,  the  Democratic  and  the  Whig,  at  this  period, 
was  that  of  the  banking  system.  It  is  related  that 
ii  short  time  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion which  nominated  Mr.  Briggs,  tliat  in  offering 
I  toast  at  a  banquet,  he  .struck  the  key-note  wliich 
made  him  the  popular  man  of  the  iiour.  He  said. 
"No  banks  but  earth  and  they  well  tilled."  This 
was  at  once  caught  up  by  his  party  and  it  did  more 
to  secure  him  the  nomination  than  anything  eL-^e. 
His  administration  was  one  void  of  any  special  in- 
terest. He  laliored  in  harmonious  accord  with  his 
imrty,  yet  frequently  exhibited  an  independence  uf 
principle,  characteristic  of  his  nature.  The  Mis- 
.souri  boundary  question  which  caused  a  great  deal 
of  excited  controversy  at  this  period,  and  even  a 
detennination  to  resort  to  arms,  \vas  handled  by 
him  with  great  ability. 

On  liis  election  as  Executive  of  the  State,  Gov. 
Briggs  sold  out  his  mail  contr.act,  but  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  tenn  of  service  he  continued  his 
residence  in  J.ackson  County.  In  l.s7()  he  removed 
to  Council  Bluffs.  lie  had  visited  the  western 
part  of  the  State  before  tlie  day  of  railroads  in  that 
section,  making  the  trip  l)y  carriage.  On  the  occa- 
sion he  enrolled  himself  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  Florence  on  the  Nebraska  side  of  the 
river  and  six  miles  above  Council  Bluffs,  and  wliicli 
for  a  time  was  a  vigorous  rival  of  Omaha.  Dur- 
ing the  mining  excitement,  in  1860,  he  made  a  trij) 
to  Colorado,  and  tlu'ce  years  later,  in  company 
with  his  son  John  and  a  large  i)arty,  went  to 
Montana,   where    he    remained     until     the     year 


1865,   when  he   returned    to  his  home  in   Iowa. 

As  above  stated,  Gov.  Briggs  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  his  companion  for  a  brief  time 
only.  His  second  wife  bore  him  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  save  two,  and  of  these  lat- 
ter, Ansel.  Jr.,  died  May  l.'i,  1807,  aged  twenty- 
five  years.  John  S.  Briggs,  the  only  survivor  of 
the  family,  is  editor  of  the  Idaho  Herald,  published 
at  Blat'kfoot.  Idaho  Territory.  Mrs.  Briggs  died 
Dec.  30,  1847,  while  her  Inisband  was  Governor  of 
tlie  State.  .She  was  a  devoted  Christian  lady,  a 
strict  member  of  the  Presl)yterian  Church,  and  a 
woman  of  strong  domestic  tastes.  She  was  highly 
educated,  and  endowed  by  nature  with  that 
womanly  tact  and  grace  whidi  enaliled  lier  to  adorn 
the  high  position  her  husband  had  attained. 
She  disi)ensed  a  bounteous  hospitality,  though  her 
home  was  in  a  log  liouse,  and  was  higlily  esteemed 
and  admired  by  all  wlu;  met  her. 

(4ov.  Briggs  went  in  and  out  among  his  people 
for  many  years  after  his  retirement  from  the  execu- 
tive office,  and  even  after  his  return  from  tlieMon- 
t:uia  expedition.  He  was  admired  for  his  able 
services  rendered  so  unselfishly  during  the  pioneer 
period  of  the  now  gi-eat  and  populous  State.  His 
last  illness,  nlcenition  of  the  stomach,  was  of  brief 
<luration,  lasting  only  five  weeks,  indeed  only  tlu'ee 
days  before  his  death  he  was  able  to  be  out.  His 
demise  occnri'ed  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  John 
S.  Briggs,  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  at  half-past  three  of  the 
morning  of  May  5,  1881.  His  death  was  gieatly 
mourned  all  over  the  State.  Upon  the  following 
day,  Gov.  (iear  issued  a  i)roclam.ation  reciting  his 
services  to  the  State,  ordering  half-hour  guns  to  be 
fired  and  the  national  flag  on  the  State  capitol  to 
be  put  at  iialf-masl  during  the  d-aj-  upon  which 
the  funeral  was  held,  which  was  the  following  Sum- 
day  succeeding  his  death. 
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TEPHEN  HEMPSTEAD,  sec 
oncl  Governor  of  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where, 
at  New  London,  he  was  born 
Oct.  1,  1812.  He  resided  in 
that  State  with  his  parents 
until  1828,  when  the  family 
came  West,  locating  upon  a  farm 
near  Saint  Louis.  Tliis  was  the 
home  of  young  Stephen  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  (Talena,  111.,  where 
he  served  in  tlie  capacity  of  a  clerk 
in  a  commission  house  for  a  time. 
He  was  there  during  the  exciting 
ppriod  of  the  Blaciv  Hawk  troubles, 
and  was  an  officer  in  an  artillery 
company  which  had  been  organized  for  tiie  protec- 
tion of  Galena.  After  the  defeat  of  Black  Hawk 
and  the  consequent  termination  of  Indian  troubles, 
lie  entered  the  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  On  ac- 
count of  difficulties  which  he  got  into  about 
sectarianism  and  abolitionism,  he  left  the  college 
and  returned  to  Missouri.  He  shortly  afterward 
entered  the  office  of  Charles  S.  Hempstead,  a  prom- 
inent hiw3er  of  Galena,  and  began  the  stud}^  of  the 
profession  in  which  he  afterward  became  quite  pro- 
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ficient.  In  1836  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  at 
the  time  embraced  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  the 
same  year  located  at  Dubuque,  being  the  first  law- 
yer who  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  that 
place. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  territory  but  tliinl}' 
populated,  but  one  which  was  rapidly  settling  up, 
the  services  of  an  able  attorney  would  be  in  de- 
mand in  order  to  draft  the  laws.  Upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Iowa  in 
1838,  he  was,  with  Gen.  Warner  Lewis,  elected  to 
represent  the  northern  portion  of  the  Territory  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  which  assembled  in  Bur- 
lington that  year.  He  was  Chah'man  of  the  Com- 
mittee Judiciary,  and  at  the  second  session  of  that 
body  was  elected  its  President.  He  was  again 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  1845,  over 
which  he  also  presided.  In  1844  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  delegates  of  Duliuque  County,  for  the 
first  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
State.  In  1848,  in  company  with  Judge  Cnarles 
Mason  and  W.  G.  Woodward,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  Commissioner  to  revise  the  laws 
of  the  State,  which  revision,  with  a  few  amend- 
ments, was  adopted  as  the  code  of  Iowa  in  1851. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hempstead  was  elected  Governor  of 
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the  State,  and  served  with  ability  for  four  j-ears, 
that  being  the  full  term  under  the  Constitution  at 
the  time.  He  received  13,486  votes  against  11,- 
403  cast  for  his  opponent,  James  L.  Thompson. 
After  the  vote  had  been  canvassed  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inform  the  (iovernor-elect  that 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive him  in  joint  convention,  in  order  that  he 
might  receive  the  oath  prescribed  bj-  the  Constitu- 
tion. Gov.  Hempstead,  accompanied  b)'  the  retir- 
ing Executive.  Gov.  Briggs,  the  .Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  the  otticers  of  State,  entered  the 
hall  of  the  House  where  the  Governor-elect  deliv- 
ered his  inaugural  message,  after  which  the  oath 
was  administered  bj'  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  This  was  an  important  period  in  the 
historj'  of  the  State,  being  at  a  time  when  the  pub- 
lic affairs  were  assuming  definite  shape,  and  indeed 
it  was  what  might  be  termed  the  formative  period. 
The  session  of  the  Legislature  passed  many  import- 
ant acts  which  were  approved  by  the  Governor,  and 
during  his  term  there  were  fifty-two  new  counties 
formed.  Gov.  Hempstead  in  his  message  to  the 
Fourth  General  Assembly  in  December,  1852, 
Stated  that  among  other  things,  the  population  of 
the  State  according  to  the  Federal  census  was  192,- 
214,  and  that  the  State  census  showed  an  increase 
for  one  3'ear  of  37,786.  He  also  stated  that  the  re- 
sources of  tlio  State  for  the  coming  two  years 
would  be  sulHcient  to  cancel  all  that  part  of  funded 
debt  which  was  payable  at  its  option. 

Among  the  numerous  counties  organized  was  one 
named  Buncombe,  which  received  its  name  in  the 
following  way :  The  Legislature  was  composed  of  a 
large  majority  favoring  stringent  corporation  laws 
and  the  liability  t)f  individual  stockln)lders  for  cor- 
parate  debts.  This  sentiment,  on  account  of  the 
agitation  of  railro.id  enterprises  then  being  inaugu- 
rated, briiught  a  large  number  of  prominent  men 
to  the  capital.  To  have  an  effect  upon  the  Legis- 
lature, they  organized  a  "  lobby  Legislature "  and 
elected  as  Governor,  Verplank  Van  Antwerjj,  who 
delivered  to  the  self-eonstituted  body  a  lengthy 
message  in  which  he  sharply  criticized  the  regular 
General  Assembly.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
latter  were  in  the  habit  of  making  long  and  useful 
speeches  much  to  the  hindrance  of  business.  To 
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these  he  especially  referred,  charging  them  with 
speaking  for  ••  Buncuinbc,"  and  recommended  that 
as  a  lasting  memorial  a  county  should  be  called  by 
that  name.  This  suggestion  was  readily  seized  on 
by  the  Legislature,  and  the  county  of  Buncombe 
was  created  with  few  dissenting  voices.  However, 
the  General  Assembly,  in  1862,  changed  the  name 
to  Lyon,  in  honor  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lj'on  who  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  season  of  1851  was  one  of  great  disappoint- 
ment to  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  much  suffering 
was  the  result  of  the  bad  season  of  that  year.  B^' 
the  year  1854,  the  State  had  fully  recovered  from 
the  depression  thus  produced,  and  that  year  as  well 
as  the  following,  the  emigi'ation  from  tlie  Kast  was 
unprecedented.  The  prairies  of  Illinois  were  lined 
day  after  day  with  a  continuous  caravan  of  emi- 
gi'ants  jiushing  on  toward  Iowa.  During  a  single 
month  1743  wagons  bound  for  Iowa  passed  through 
Peoria.  So  remarkalile  had  been  the  influx  of  i)eo- 
ple  into  the  State,  that  in  an  issue  of  the  Burling- 
ton Telegraph  appeared  the  following  statement: 
"  Twenty  thousand  emigrants  have  passed  through 
the  citj-  within  the  last  thirty  da3-s,  and  they  are 
still  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  the  rate  of  600  a  daj-." 

At  the  expiration  of  liis  term  of  service,  which 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1854,  (iov. 
Hemjistead  returned  to  his  old  home  at  Dubuque. 
In  1855  he  was  elected  County  Judge  of  Dubuque 
Count.v,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  serve  the  i)eople 
that  for  twelve  years  he  was  chosen  to  fill  that  jwsi- 
tion.  Under  his  administration  the  principal 
county  building,  inchuling  the  jail,  poorhouse,  as 
well  as  some  valuable  bridges,  were  erected. 
Owing  to  ill-health  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
public  life,  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  In 
quietude  and  repose  at  Dubuque.  There  he  lived 
until  Feb.  16,  1883,  when,  at  his  home,  the  light  of 
his  long  and  eventful  life  went  out.  The  record 
he  has  made,  which  was  an  honorable  and  distin- 
guished one,  was  closed,  and  Iowa  was  called  uixui 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  her  most  distiuguished 
l)ioneer  citizens.  He  had  lieen  an  unusually  useful 
man  of  the  State  and  his  services,  which  were  able 
and  wise,  were  rendered  in  that  unselfish  spirit 
which  distinguished  so  many  of  the  early  residents 
of  this  now  prosperous  State. 
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AMES    W.     GRIMES,     the 

third  gentleman  to  fill  the 
Executive  Chair  of  the  State 
of  Iowa,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Deering,  Hillsbor- 
ough Co.,  N.  H.,  Oct.  20, 
1816.  Ilis  parents,  .John  and 
Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Grimes,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  town. 
The  former  was  born  on  the  1 1  th 
()f  August,  1772,  and  the  mother 
M.irch  19, 1773.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
.lames  was  the  youngest  and  be- 
came one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  Iowa.  He  attended  the 
district  scliools,  and  in  early  childhood  evinced  an 
unusual  taste  f(jr  learning.  Besides  attending  the 
district  schools,  the  village  pastor  instructed  him 
in  Greek  and  Latin.  After  completing  his  prepar- 
ations for  college,  which  he  did  at  Hampton  Acad- 
emy, he  entered  Dartmouth  College,  in  August, 
1832,  which  was  in  the  sixteenth  j'ear  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  hard  student,  advanced  rapidly,  and  in 
February,  183.5,  bid  adieu  to  the  college  halls,  and 
with  James  Walker,  of  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  he  be- 
gan tb".  study  of  his  chosen  profession. 
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Feeling  that  his  native  State  afforded  too  limited 
advantages,  and,  in  fact,  being  of  a  rather  advent- 
urous disposition,  as  well  as  ambitious,  he  desired 
broader  fields  in  wliich  to  carve  for  himself  a  fort- 
une. He  accordingly  left  the  home  that  had 
sheltered  hmi  during  his  boyhood  days,  and  turn- 
ing his  face  Westward  proceeded  until  he  had 
crossed  the  gi-eat  Father  of  Waters.  It  was  in 
1836,  and  young  Grimes  was  indeed  3'oung  to  thus 
take  upon  himself  such  responsibilities;  but  pos- 
sessing business  tact,  determination  and  tenacity, 
as  well  as  an  excellent  professional  training,  he  de- 
termined to  open  an  oflice  in  the  then  new  town  of 
Biu'lington,  Iowa.  Here  he  hung  out  his  shingle, 
and  ere  long  had  estalilished  a  reputation  which 
extended  far  beyond  the  confines  of  the  little  city. 

In  April,  1837,  he  was  appointed  City  Solicitor, 
and  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  he 
assisted  in  drawing  up  the  first  jjolice  laws  of  that 
town.  In  1838  he  was  appointed  .Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  became  a  law  partner  of  William  W. 
Chapman,  United  States  District  Attorney  for 
Wisconsin  Territory.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1841  he  formed  a  partnershii)  with  Henry  AV.  Starr, 
Esq.,  which  continued  twelve  years.  This  firm 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa. 
Mr.  Grimes  was  widely  known  as  a  counselor  with 
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superior  kiiowlorlge  of  the  law.  and  with  a  ciear 
sense  of  truth  and  justice,  lie  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  Des  Moines  County  in  the 
first  Leg-islative  Assenilily  of  tiie  Territory  of  Iowa, 
wliich  convened  at  Burlington,  Is'ov.  12.  1838;  in 
the  sixth,  at  Iowa  City,  Dec.  4,  1843;  and  in  the  j 
fourth  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  at  Iowa  City.  ' 
Dec.  0,  1852.  He  earlj'  took  front  rank  aniong  the 
public  men  of  Iowa.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  tlrst  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  all  laws  for  the  new  Territory  passed 
through  his  hands. 

Mr.  Grimes  had  become  prominently  identified 
with  the  Whig  party,  and  being  distinguished  as  an 
able  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  fair-minded,  conscientious 
man,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  Governor 
before  the  convention  which  met  in  Februarj',  1 854. 
It  was  the  largest  convention  of  that  party  ever 
held  in  Iowa  and  the  last.  He  was  chosen  as  a  nom- 
inee for  Governor,  was  duly  elected,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 18,54,  assumed  the  duties  of  the  ortice.  Shortly 
after  his  election  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  go 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  but  he  gave  his  ad- 
mirers to  understand  that  he  was  determined  to  fill 
the  term  of  olHce  for  which  he  had  been  chosen. 
This  he  did,  serving  the  full  term  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  all  parties.  He  w^is  a  faithful  party 
leader,  and  so  able  were  his  services  that,  while  at 
the  time  of  his  election  as  Governor  Democracy 
reigned  supreme  in  the  State  and  its  representatives 
in  Congress  were  allied  to  the  slave  power,  lie 
turned  the  State  over  to  the  Republican  party. 

His  term  of  office  expired  .Jan.  14,  1858,  when 
he  retu-ed  from  the  Executive  Chair,  onl}',  how- 
ever, to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  a  United 
States  Senator.  Upon  the  4th  of  March  of  the  fol-  \ 
lowing  year  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  and  was  I 
placed  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  upon 
which  he  remained  during  his  Senatorial  career, 
serving  as  Chairman  of  that  important  committee 
from  December,  1864.  Jan.  16,  1864,  Mr.  Grimes 
was  again  chosen  to  represent  Iowa  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  receiving  all  but  six  of  the 
votes  of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  convention. 

His  counsel  was  often  sought  in  matters  of  gi'cat 
r  moment,  and  iu  cases  of  peculiai'  ditUculty.    Al-  , 


ways  ready  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State,  he 
gave,  unsolicited,  land  worth  ^6,000  to  the  Congre- 
gational College,  at  Grinnell.  It  constitutes  the 
'■  Grimes  foundation,"  and  ••  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  in  Iowa  College, 
forever,  of  four  scholarships,  to  be  awarded  by  the 
Trustees,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  faculty,  to 
the  best  scholars,  and  the  most  promising,  in  anj- 
department,  who  may  need  and  seek  such  aid,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  religious  tenets  or  opin- 
ions entertained  by  anj'  jjcrson  seeking  either  of 
said  scholarships."  These  terms  were  imposed  by 
Mr.  Ci  rimes,  and  assumed  July  20,  1865,  by  the 
Trustees.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
LL.D.  in  1865  from  Dartmouth  College,  and  also 
■from  Iowa  College.  He  also  aided  in  founding  a 
public  library  in  Burlington,  donating  s5,000,  which 
was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  costly  books,  and 
subsequently  sent  from  Europe  256  volumes  in  the 
German  language,  and  also  contributed  600  vol- 
umes of  public  documents. 

In  January.  1861),  he  made  a  donation  of  ^5.00(t 
to  Dartmouth  College,  and  !i;l,()00  to  the  "Social 
Friend,"  a  literary  society  of  w-hich  he  was  a  mem- 
ber when  in  college. 

His  health  failing,  Mr.  Grimes  sailed  for  Europe. 
April  14,  1869,  remaining  abroad  two  years, 
reaching  home  Sept.  22,  1871,  apparently  in  im- 
proved health  and  spirits.  In  November  he  cele- 
brated his  silver  wedding,  and  sjient  the  closing 
months  of  his  life  with  his  family.  He  voted  at 
the  city  election,  Feb.  5,  1872,  and  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  severe  pains  in  the  region  of  tlie 
heart,  and  died  after  a  few  short  hours  of  intense 
suffering. 

Senator  Grimes  was  united  in  marrLige  at  liur- 
lington,  la..  Nov.  9,  1846,  with  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Neallj-.  Mr.  Grimes  stood  in  the  foremost  ranks 
among  the  men  of  his  time,  not  only  in  the  State 
but  of  the  nation.  The  young  attorney  who  left 
the  granite  hills  of  New  Hamjisliire  for  the  fertile 
|)rairies  of  the  West,  distinguished  himself  both  as 
an  attorney  and  a  statesman.  His  personal  history 
is  so  inseparably  interwoven  in  that  of  the  history 
of  the  State  that  a  sketch  of  his  life  is  indeed  but  a 
record  of  the  history  of  his  adopted  State  during 
the  yeais  of  his  maubood  and  vigor. 
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,ALPH  P.  LOAVE,  the  fourth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Ohio  in 
the  year  1808,  and  like  many 
others  of  the  distinguished 
men  of  Iowa,  came  within  her 
borders  in  early  pioneer 
times,  lie  was  a  young  man 
but  a  little  over  thirty  years 
of  age  when  he  crossed  the  great 
Father  of  AA'aters,  settling  upon  its 
western  bank  at  the  then  small  vill- 
age of  Muscatine.  He  at  once 
identified  himself  with  tlie  interests 
of  the  growing  city,  and  ere  long 
became  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  of  recognizeil  ability  in 
questions  of  pultlic  i)olicy.  He  was  shortly  after- 
wanl  cliosen  as  a  representative  from  Muscatine 
County  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1844, 
which  frameil  the  Constitution  which  was  rejected 
by  the  peojile. 

After  this  constitutional  convention,  Mr.  Lowe 
took  no  furtlier  part  in  public  matters  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  removed  to  Lee  County  about 
1849  or  '50,  where  he  became  District  .Tudge  as  a 
successor  to  George  H.  WiOiams,  who  was  after- 
ward famous  as  President  Grant's  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. He  was  District  .Judge  five  years,  from  1852 
to  1857, 1)eing  succeeded  1)3'  .Judge  Claggett.  In 
the  summer  of  1857  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
luiblicans  for  Governor  of  Iowa,  with  Oran  Faville 
for  Lieutenant-Governor.     The  Democracy  put  in 
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the  field  Benjamin  M.  Samuels  for  Governor  and 
George  (TiUasiiy  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  There 
was  a  third  ticket  in  the  field,  supported  liy  tlie 
American  or  "  Know-Nothing  "  party,  and  liearing 
the  names  of  T.  F.  Henry  and  Easton  Jlorris. 
The  election  was  held  in  October,  1857,  and  gave 
Mr.  Lowe  38,498  votes,  against  36,088  for  Mr. 
Samuels,  and  1,000  for  Mr.  Henry. 

Hitherto  the  term  of  office  had  been  four  years, 
but  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  this  was 
now  reduced  to  two.  Gov.  Lowe  was  inaug- 
urated Jan.  14,  1858,  and  at  once  sent  his  first 
message  to  the  Legislature.  Among  the  measures 
jjassed  by  this  Legislature  were  Ijills  to  incorporate 
the  State  Bank  of  Iowa;  to  provide  for  an  agiicult- 
ural  coUege ;  to  authorize  the  business  of  banking ; 
disposing  of  the  land  grant  made  by  Congress  to 
the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad ;  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  to  provide  for  taking  a  State  census. 

No  events  oi  importance  occurred  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Lowe,  but  it  was  not  a 
period  of  uninterrupted  prosjieritj'.  The  Governor 
said  in  his  biennial  message  of  Jan.  10,  1860, 
reviewing  the  preeeeding  two  years :  "  The  period 
that  lias  elapsed  since  tlie  last  Viienuial  session  has 
been  one  of  great  disturl)iug  causes,  and  of  anxious 
solicitude  to  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The 
first  year  of  this  period  was  visited  with  heavy  and 
continuous  rains,  which  reduced  the  measure  of 
our  field  crops  below  one-half  of  the  usual  product, 
whilst  the  financial  revulsion  which  commenced 
upon  the  Atlantic  coast  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  did 
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not  reach  it<  climax  for  evil  in  our  borders  until 
the  j-c:ir  just  jjast." 

He  M'fciiTd  at  length  to  liie  claim  of  the  .State 
against  the  Federal  Goveniment,  and  said  that  he 
had  appealed  in  vain  to  the  SecrcUiry  of  the  Inte- 
rior for  the  payment  of  the  .'»  per  cent  ui)on  the 
militarj'  land  warrants  that  the  State  is  justly  en- 
titled to,  which  then  aiijiroximated  to  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  payment  .of  tliis  fund,  he  said,  "is 
not  a  mere  favor  which  is  asked  of  the  General 
Government.  l)ut  a  suljsisting  right  which  could  be 
enforce<l  in  a  court  of  justice,  were  there  a  tribunal 
of  this  kind  clothed  with  the  requisite  jurisdiction." 

The  subject  of  the  Des  Moines  River  grant  re- 
ceived from  the  (iovernor  special  attention,  and  he 
gave  a  history  of  the  operations  of  the  State  author- 
ities in  reference  to  obtaining  the  residue  of  the 
lands  to  which  the  State  was  entitled,  and  other  in- 
formation as  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  He  also 
remarked  "  that  under  the  act  authorizing  the  Gov^ 
ernor  to  raise  a  company  of  mounted  men  for  de- 
fense and  protection  of  our  frontier,  approved 
Feb.  i),  1858,  a  company  of  thirty  .such  men,  kncjwn 
as  the  Frontier  Guards,  armed  and  equipj)ed  as  re- 
quired, were  organized  and  mustered  into  service 
un<ler  the  command  of  Capt.  Henry  B.  Martin,  of 
Webster  Cit}',  about  the  1st  of  March  then  follow- 
ing, and  were  divided  into  two  companies,  one 
stationed  on  the  Little  Sioux  River,  the  other  at 
Spirit  Lake.  Their  presence  afforded  security  and 
gave  quiet  to  the  settlements  in  that  region,  and 
after  a  service  of  four  months  they  were  disbanded. 

'•  Late  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  however,  great 


alarm  and  consternation  was  again  felt  in  tlu' 
region  of  Spirit  Lake  and  Sioux  River  .settlements, 
produced  by  the  aijpearance  of  large  numbers  of 
Indians  on  the  border,  whose  bearing  was  insolent 
and  menacing,  and  who  were  charged  with  clan- 
destinely running  off  the  stock  of  the  settlers. 
The  most  urgent  appeals  came  from  these  settlers, 
invokuig  again  the  protection  of  the  Stjite.  From 
representations  made  of  the  imminence  of  their 
danger  and  the  losses  already  sustained,  the  Gov- 
ernor .summoned  into  the  field  once  more  the 
frontier  guards.  After  a  service  of  four  or  five 
months  they  were  again  discharged,  and  paid  in  the 
maimer  jireseribed  in  the  act  under  which  they  were 
called  out." 

,  •  Gov.  Lowe  was  beaten  for  the  lenomiuation 
Jjy-.Hon.  S.  J.  Kirkwood,  who  was  consiilered 
muc'h  the  stronger  man.  To  compensate  him  for 
his  defeat  for  the  second  term.  Gov.  Lowe 
was  appointed  fnie  of  the  three  Judges  under  tin- 
new  iL'onstitutiou.  He  drew  the  short  term,  which 
expired  in  IHGl.but  was  i-etumed  and  served,  all 
told,  eight  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  gradually  working  into  a  claim  l)usi- 
ness  at  Washington,  to  whidi  city  he  removed 
about  1874.  In  that  city  lie  died,  on  Saturday. 
Dec.  22,  1883.  He  had  a  large  family.  Carleton, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  an  officer  in  the  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry  during  the  war. 

Gov.  Lowe  was  a  man  of  detiiil,  accurate  and 
industrious.  In  private  and  public  life  he  was 
jiure.  upright  and  honest.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  inclined  to  be  a  Spii'itualist. 
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UK  fifth  Governor  of  Iowa 
was  Saimiel  J.  Kirkwood. 
He  was  born  in  Hartford 
County,  Md.,  on  his  father's 
farm,  Dec.  20,  1813.  His 
fatlier  was  twice  married, 
first  to  a  Indy  named  Conlson, 
wlio  became  tlie  mother  of  two 
sons.  After  the  death  of  this 
comi)anion.  the  elder  Kirkwood 
was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mar^'  Alexander,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  all  <:)f  whom  were 
sons.  Of  this  little  family  Samuel 
was  the  youngest,  and  when  ten 
years  of  age  was  sent  to  Washington  City  to  at- 
tend a  school  taught  by  John  McLeod,  a  relative  of 
the  family.  Here  he  remained  for  four  years,  giv- 
ing diligent  attention  to  his  studies,  at  the  dose  of 
which  time  he  entered  a  drug  store  at  Washington 
as  clerk.  In  this  capacity  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  eighteen  months,  until  he  reached  his 
majority.  During  the  interval  referred  to,  j'oung 
Kirkwood  was  living  the  life  of  a  pedagogue  in 
York  Country,  Pa. 

In  the  year  1835,  Samuel  quit  Washington  and 
came  westward  to  Richland  County,  Ohio.  His 
father  anil  Imitlier  hail  preceded  him  from  Mary- 
land, locating  upon  a  timliered  farm  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  Here  Samuel  lent  them  valuable  assistance 
in  clearing  the  farm.  He  was  ambitious  to  enter 
the  legal  profession,  and  in  the  year  1841,  an  ojjpor- 
-^« 


tunity  was  afforded  him  to  enter  the  ofHce  of 
Thomas  W.  Bartley,  afterward  Governor  of  Ohio, 
The  following  two  years  he  gave  diligent  applica- 
tion to  his  books,  and  in  1843,  was  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  He  was 
then  fortunate  enough  to  form  an  association  in 
the  practice  of  his  j)rofession  with  his  former  pre- 
ceptor, which  relations  continued  for  eiglit  years. 

From  1845  to  1849  he  served  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  his  county.  In  1849  he  w.as  elected 
as  a  Democrat  to  represent  his  county  and  district 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  1851  Mr. 
Bartley,  his  partner,  having  been  elected  to  the 
Sui)reme  Judiciarj'  of  the  State,  Kirkwood  formed 
a  partnership  with  Barnabas  Barns,  with  whom  he 
continued  to  practice  until  the  spring  of  1855, 
when  he  removed  to  the  West. 

Up  to  1854  Ml-.  Kirkwood  had  acted  with  the 
Democratic  party.  But  the  measures  proposed  and 
sustained  that  year  by  the  Democracy  in  Congress, 
concentrated  in  what  was  known  as  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act,  drove  him  with  hosts  of  anti-slavery 
Democrats  out  of  the  party.  He  was  besought  by 
the  opposition  in  the  "  Richland  District "  to  be- 
come their  candidate  for  Congi-ess,  but  declined. 
In  1855  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  two  miles 
northwest  of  Iowa  City,  entering  into  a  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Ezekiel  Clark,  in  the  niUlT 
ing  business,  and  kept  aloof  from  public  affairs, 
He  could  not  long  conceal  his  record  and  abilities 
from  his  neighbors,  however,  and  in  185t>  he  was 
ejected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  district  com^^ 
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posed  of  tlu'  counties  of  Iowa  anil  .Tolmson,  and 
served  in  the  l!U>t  session  of  the  Legislature  held  at 
Iowa  City  and  the   first  one  held  at  Des  Moines. 

In  IH")!!  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  made  the  standard- 
bearer  of  the  Hepnlilieans  of  Iowa,  and  th()ii<);ii  lie 
had  as  able  and  i)oj)iilar  a  conipetitor  as  Clen.  A. 
C.  Dodge,  lie  was  elected  (liivernor  of  Iowa  by  a 
majority  of  over  3.000.  lie  was  inaugui'ated  Jan. 
11,  1860.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
eame  the  great  Civil  War.  As  Governor,  during 
the  dariiest  days  of  the  Hebt'lljon,  he  performed  an 
exceedingly  inii"iit:nit  duty,  lie  .secured  a  prompt 
resi)onse  by  volunteers  to  all  reipiisitions  by  the 
Federal  (Jovernment  on  the  State  for  troops,  so 
that  <iniing  lii>  (Jovernorship  no  "draft"  took 
])Iace  in  Iowa,  ami  no  legiment,  except  the  first, 
enlisted  for  less  than  three  year.s.  At  the  same 
time  he  uiaiutained  the  State's  financial  credit.' 
The  {legislature,  at  its  extra  session  in  1801, 
authorized  the  sale  of  ^800,000  in  bonds,  to  assist 
in  arming  and  equipping  troops.  So  frugally  was 
this  work  done,  that  l)ut  *;iOO,000  of  the  bonds 
were  sold,  and  the  remaining  :?.>00,000  not  having 
been  reipiired,  the  bonds  representing  this  .amount 
were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  succeeding  Legis- 
lature. 

In  October.  lS(il.(iov.  Kirkwood  was,  with  coni- 
paralively  littU'  opposition,  re-elected^an  honor 
accorded  fc^r  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Stiite.  His  majority  was  alxnit  IS.OOO.  During 
his  second  term  he  was  appointed  l)y  President 
Lincoln  to  be  Minister  to  Denmark,  but  he  declined 
to  enter  upon  his  diph)matic  duties  until  the  expir- 
ation of  his  teini  as  (iovernor.  The  position  was 
kept  open  for  him  until  that  time,  but,  when  it 
came,  pressing  privati'  business  compelled  a  declin- 
ation of  the  ollice  altogether. 

In  January,  18GG,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate 
before  the  Legislature  for  I'nited  States  Senator. 
Senator  Harlan  had  resigned  the  Senatorship  upon 
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his  ap|)ointment  to  the  ollice  of  Secretary  <tf  the 
Interior  by  President  Lincoln,  just  before  his 
death,  but  had  withdrawn  from  the  cabinet  soon 
after  the  accession  of  ^Ir.  .Johnson  to  the  Presi- 
dency. In  this  way  it  happened  that  the  Legisla- 
ture had  two  terms  of  United  States  Senator  to  fill, 
a  short  term  of  two  years,  to  fill  Harlan's  unexpired 
term,  and  a  long  term  of  six  years  to  immediately 
succeed  this;  and  Harlan  had  now  become  a  candi- 
date for  his  own  succe.-isori*hip.  to  which  Kirkwood 
also  aspired.  Ultimately,  Kirkwood  was  elected 
for  the  first  and  Ibirlan  for  the  second  tei-m.  Dur- 
ing his  brief  Senatorial  service.  Kirkwood  did  not 
hesitate  to  measure  swords  with  Sen.-itor  Sunini'r, 
whose  natural  egotism  had  begotten  in  liim  an  ar- 
rogant and  dictatorial  manner,  borne  with  hundily 
nptil  Ijien  by  his  colleagues,  in  defereni-e  to  his 
long- experience  and  eminent  ability,  but  unpalata- 
ble to  an  independent  AVcfteru  Senator  like  Kirk-  ' 
wood. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term.  .March  I. 
1807.  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  which  a  few 
years  hiter  he  relinquished  to  accept  the  Presidency 
of  the  Iowa  City  Savings  Bank.  In  187.')  he  w.ns 
again  elected  Governor,  and  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
13,  l.s7().  He  served  but  little  over  a  year,  as 
early  in  ls77  he  was  chosen  United  States  Senator. 
He  tilled  this  position  four  years,  resigning  to  l)e- 
come  Secretiiry  of  the  Interior  in  President  (iar- 
field's  Cabinet.  In  this  ollice  he  was  succeeded, 
April  17.  ISS-J.  by  Henry  M.  Teller,  of  Colorado. 

tiov.  Kirkwood  returned  to  Iowa  City,  his  home, 
where  he  still  resides,  being  now  advanced  in  yeai-s. 
He  was  married  in  1843,  to  Miss  .lane  Clark,  a   na-      \ 
tive  of  Ohio.  d 

In  188('>  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  nonunated  for  Con- 
gress by  the  Hei)ublicaus  of  his  district.  Consider- 
able interest  was  manifested  in  the  contest,  as  both 
the  Labor  and  Democratic  parties  had  popular  can- 
didates in  the  field. 
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JAM  M.  STONE,  the 
ixth  (iovernor  of  Iowa,  was 
born  Oct.  14,  1827.  His 
parents,  Trnman  and  La- 
vina  (North)  Stone,  who 
were  of  English  ancestry, 
lOved  to  Lewis  County,  N. 
Y.,  when  William  was  but  a 
year  old.  William's  grandfather,  Aaron 
Stone,  was  in  the  second  war  with  En- 
gland. When  our  subject  was  six  years 
of  age  his  parents  moved  into  Ohio,  lo- 
cating in  Coshocton  County.  Like  many 
other  self-made  men,  William  M.  had  few 
advantages.  He  never  attended  a  school 
<if  any  kind  more  than  twelve  months. 
In  boyli()«i(l  he  was  for  two  seasons  a  team-driver 
on  the  Ohio  Canal.  At  seventeen  he  was  aj)i)ren- 
ticed  to  the  chairmaker's  trade,  and  he  followed 
that  business  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  rea<ling  law  meantime  during  his  spare  hours, 
wherever  lie  happened  to  be.  He  commenced  at 
Coshocton,  witli  James  Mathews,  who  afterward 
became  his  father-in-law;  continued  his  reading 
with  Gen.  Lucius  V.  Pierce,  of  Akron,  and  finished 
with  Ezra  B.  Taylor,  of  Ravenna.  He  was  admitted 
tt>  the  bar  in  August,  1851,  by  Peter  Hitchcock 
and  Rufus  P.  Ranney,  Supreme  Judges,  holding  a 
term  of  coui°t  at  Ravenua. 

^-     ■ 


After  practicing  three  years  at  Coshocton  with 
his  old  preceptor,  James  Mathews,  he,  in  November, 
1854,  settled  in  Knoxville,  which  h.as  remained  his 
home  since.  The  year  after  locating  here  Mr. 
Stone  purchased  the  Knoxville  JovrnnI,  and  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  forming  the  Republican 
party  in  Iowa,  being  the  first  editor  to  suggest  a 
State  Convention,  which  met  Feb.  22,  1856,  and 
completed  the  organization.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year  he  was  a  Presidential  elector  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket. 

In  April,  1857,  Mr.  Stone  was  chosen  Judge  of 
the  Eleventh  Judicial  District.  He  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District  when  the  new 
Constitution  went  into  operation  in  1858,  and  was 
serving  on  the  bench  when  the  American  flag  was 
stricken  down  at  Fort  Sumter.  At  that  time, 
April,  18G],  he  was  holding  court  in  Fairfield, 
Jefferson  County,  and  when  the  news  came  of  the 
insult  to  the  old  flag  he  immediately  adjourned 
court  and  prepared  for  what  he  believed  to  be  more 
im[)ortant  duties — duties  to  his  country. 

In  May  he  enlisted  as  a  private;  was  made  Cap- 
tain of  Co.  B,  Third  Iowa  Inf.,  and  was  subse- 
quently promoted  to  Major.  With  that  regiment 
he  was  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Mill,  Mo.,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  where  he  was  wounded.  At  Shiloh,  the 
following  spring,  he  commanded  the  regiment  and 
was  taken  priaooer,     By  order  at  Je^ersou  Oavis 
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he  was  paroled  for  the  time  of  forty  daj-s,  witli 
orders  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  if  ])os.<ible 
secure  an  agreement  for  a  cartel  for  a  general  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  to  return  as  a  i)risoner  if 
he  did  not  succeed.  Failing  to  secure  that  result 
within  the  i)eriod  specified,  he  returned  to  Rich- 
mond and  had  his  i)arole  extended  fifteen  days;  re- 
l)airing  .again  to  "Washington,  he  effected  his  pur- 
pose and  was  exchanged. 

In  August.  l.s<l"J.  he  was  apiM)inted  l)v  Gov. 
Kirkwood  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa 
Infaiitrv,  which  rendezvoused  and  organized  at 
Caiiiii  Pope.  Iowa  City,  the  same  inontli.  'i'he 
regiment  was  occujiied  forsevcial  months  in  guard- 
ing sui)iily  stores  and  the  lailroad.  and  escorting 
sui)i)ly  trains  to  the  Army  of  the  Southeast  Mis- 
souri until  .Tan.  27,  18{)3.  when  it  received  orders 
to  join  the  army  under  (Jen.  Davidson,  at  West 
Plains,  Mo.  After  a  march  of  live  days  it  reached 
its  destination,  and  was  brigaded  with  the  'I'wenty- 
lirst  and  Twcuty-third  Iowa  regiments,  Col.  Stone 
commanding,  and  was  designated  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Army  of  Southeast  iMissouri.  April 
1  found  Col.  Stouc  at  Milliken's  Bend.  I.a..  to  assist 
Grant  in  the  capture  of  \'icksl]urg.  lie  was  now 
in  immediate  command  of  liis  regiment,  which 
formed  a  part  of  a  Ijrigade  under  Col.  C.  L.  Harris, 
of  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin.  In  t lie  advance  u|i(iii 
Port  Gibson  Col.  Harris  was  taken  sick,  and  Col. 
Stone  was  again  in  charge  of  a  brigade.  In  the 
battle  of  Port  Gibson  the  Colonel  and  his  com- 
mand distinguished  themselves,  and  were  successful. 


The  brigade  was  in  the  reserve  at  Chanii)ion  Hills, 
and  in  active  skirmish  at  Bl.ack  River. 

On  the  evening  of  May  21  Col.  Stt>ne  received 
Gen.  Grant's  order  for  a  general  assault  i»\  the 
enemy's  lines  at  10  A.  M.  on  the  22d.  In  this 
diarge.  whicii  was  unsuccessful.  Col.  Stone  was 
again  wounded,  receiving  a  gunshot  in  the  left 
forearm.  Col.  Stone  commanded  a  Inigade  until 
the  last  of  August,  when,  being  ordered  to  the  Gulf 
Department,  he  resigned.  Hi'  had  liccomc  \cry 
popular  with  the  peojile  of  Iowa. 

He  was  nominated  in  a  Republican  convention, 
held  at  Des  Moines  in  June,  1863,  and  was  elected 
by  a  very  large  majority.  He  was  breveted  IJrig- 
adier-tTcneral  in  l.stll.  <hning  his  first  year  as  (Jov- 
cruor.  He  was  inaugur.-itcd  .Ian.  1  1.  isci.and  was 
re-elected  in  l(S(i.>,  his  four  years  in  oflice  closing 
..Jan.  Ifi,  18G8.  His  majority  in  LSti;]  was  nearly 
';30,00()v  and  in  186,t  about  16,o00.  Ilis  diminished 
vote  in  ISO.")  was  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  very 
strongly  committed  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage. 

Gov.  ytone  made  a  ver\-  energetic  and   efficient 

Executive.  Since  tiie  expiration  of  his  gul)ernatorial 

» 
term  he  has  sought  to  escape  the  pul)Iic  notice,  and 

lias  given  his  time  to  his  private  business  interests. 

He  is  in   i)artuersliip   with  Hon.  O.  B.   Ayres,   of 

Knoxville.  iu  legal  practice. 

He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assenil)ly  iu  1877, 

and  served  one  term. 

In  May,  18,57.  he  married  Miss  Carlo.aet  Mathews, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  then  residing  in  Knoxville.  They 
have  one  son — William  A. 
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AMUEL  MERRILL,  Governor 

from  18(3<S  to  1872,  was  born 
in  Oxford  County,  Maine, 
Aug.  7,  1822.  He  is  a  de- 
scendant on  his  motlier's  side 
of  Peter  Hill,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Maine 
in  1653.  From  this  ancestry  iiave 
sprung  most  of  the  Hills  in  Ameri- 
c;i.  On  his  father's  side  he  is  a  de- 
cendant  of  Nathaniel  Merrill,  who 
came  from  England  in  1030,  and  lo- 
cated in  Massachusetts.  Nathaniel 
had  a  son,  Daniel,  who  in  turn  had 
a  son  named  John,  and  he  in  turn 
Itegat  a  son  called  Thomas.  The 
latter  was  born  Dec.  18,  1708.  On  the  4th  of  Aug- 
ust, 1  72«.  was  l)orn  to  him  a  son,  Samuel,  who  was 
nianicd  .ind  iia<l  a  family  of  twelve  children, one  of 
whom,  jVhel,  was  taken  liy  his  fatlier  to  Boston  in 
1  7.")0.  Abel  was  married  to  Elizalietli  Page,  who 
had  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Abel,  Jr.,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  married  Abigail  Hill 
.lune  2.5,  1809,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, Samuel  being  the  youngest  but  one.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  S.amuel  moveil  with  his  parents  to 
Buxton,  ]\Iaine,  the  native  place  of  his  mother, 
where  his  time  was  employed  in  turns  in  teaching 
anil  attending  school  until  he  attained  his  majorit}'. 
Having  determined  to  make  teaching  a  profession, 
and  feeling  that  the  South  offered  better  opportu- 
nities, he  immediately  set  out  for  that  section.     He 


rem.amed,  however,  Init  a  short  time, as  he s.iys  "he 
was  born  too  far  North."  Suspicion  having  been 
raised  as  to  his  abolition  principles  and  finding  the 
element  not  altogether  congenial,  he  soon  abandoned 
the  sunny  South  and  went  to  the  old  Granite  State, 
where  the  next  several  years  were  spent  in  farming. 
In  1847  he  moved  t(j  Tamworth,  N.  H.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  liusiness  in  company  with 
a  brother,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  the  limited  resources  of  North- 
ern New  P'ngland  he  determined  to  trj'  his  good 
fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the  fertile  West. 

It  was  in  the  year  1856  that  Mr.  Merrill  turned 
his  face  toward  the  setting  sun,  finding  a  desirable 
location  near  McGregor,  Iowa,  where  he  established 
a  braiich  house  of  the  old  firm.  The  jiopulation  in- 
creased, as  also  did  their  trade,  and  their  house  be- 
came one  of  the  most  extensive  wholesale  establisli- 
ments  on  the  Upper  Mississippi.  During  all  these 
years  of  business  Mr.  Merrill  took  an  active  i)art  in 
polities.  In  1854  he  was  chosen  on  the  abolition 
ticket  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
following  year  he  was  .again  returned  to  the  IjCgis- 
Lature,  and  doubtless  had  he  remained  in  that  State 
would  have  risen  still  higher.  In  coming  to  Iowa 
his  experience  and  aliility  were  demanded  l)y  his 
neighb(_)rs,  and  he  was  here  called  into  pidilic  serv- 
ice, lie  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  though 
assembled  with  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his 
time,  took  a  leading  part  in  the  important  services 
demanded  of  that  body.  The  Legislature  was  con- 
vened in  an  extra  session  of  1801,  to  pi-ovide  for 
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the  t'xigt'iicii's  of  tlio  Kehellion,  iind  in  its  deliber- 
atiuns  Mr.  Merrill  took  an  iictive  part. 

In  the  summer  of  18G2,  Mr.  Merrill  was  commis- 
sioned Colonel  of  the  21st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  im- 
mediately went  to  the  front.  At  the  time  Marma- 
ilukj'  was  menacing  the  I'nion  forces  in  Missouri, 
which  called  for  prompt  action  <m  the  i)art  of  the 
Union  Generals,  Col.  Merrill  was  placed  in  com- 
mand, witli  cletaclnnents  of  the  21st  Iowa  and  SIDth 
Illinois,  a  portit)n  of  the  ."^d  Iowa  Cavalry  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  orders  to  make  a  forced 
march  to  .Sprinsjfield,  he  being  at  the  time  eighty 
miles  distant.  On  the  morning  of  Jan.  11,  18G3, 
he  came  across  a  body  of  Confederates  who  were 
advancing  in  heavy  force.  Immediate  preparations 
for  battle  were  made  l»y  Col.  Merrill,  ami  after  brisk- 
ly firing  for  an  hour,  the  enemy  fell  liack.  Merrill 
then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Ilartville.  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  f<,)rce  under  Murmaduke,  being 
about  eight  thousand  strong,  while  Merrill  had  but 
one-tenth  of  that  numl)er.  A  hot  struggle  ensued 
in  which  the  Twenty-first  distinguisheil  itself.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  several  ollicers  and  three  hun- 
dred men  killed  and  wounded,  while  tlie  Union  loss 
was  but  seven  killed  and  sixty-four  wounded.  The 
following  winter  the  regiment  i)erformed  active 
service,  tJiking  part  in  the  catnpaign  of  Vicksburg. 
It  fought  under  ^SlcClernand  at  Port  (Jibson,  and 
while  making  the  famous  charge  of  Black  River 
Bridge,  Col.  Merrill  was  severely  wounded  through 
the  hij).  He  was  laid  up  from  the  17th  of  May  to 
January,  when  he  again  joined  his  regiment  in 
Texas,  and  in  June,  18(;4,  on  account  of  suffering 
from  his  wound,  resigned  and  returned  to  Mc- 
Gregor. In  1HC7  Mr.  Merrill  was  chosen  (iov- 
ernor  of  the  State,  being  elected  upon  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  lie  serve<l  with  sucli  satisfaction,  that 
in  180 'J  he  was  re-nominated  and  accordingly 
elected. 

Under  the  administration  of  Gov.  Merrill, 
the  movement  for  the  erection  of  the  new  State 
House  was  inaugurated.  The  Thirteenth  General 
As.sembly  priivided  for  the  building  at  a  cost  of 
♦l,.''>0(),0()0,  and  made  an  appropriation  with  whicii 
to  begin  the  work  of  *  100,000.  With  this  sum  the 
work  was  begun,  and  Nov.  23,  1871,  the  corner 
r    stone  was  laid  in  the  presence  of  citizens  from  all 


parts  of  the  .State.  On  this  occasion  the  Governor 
delivered  the  address.  It  was  an  historical  view  of 
the  incidents  culminating  in  the  lal)ors  of  the  day. 
It  was  replete  with  historical  facts,  showed  patient 
research,  was  h)gical  and  argumentative,  and  at  times 
eloquent  with  the  tire  and  genius  of  American  pa- 
triotism. It  is  a  pai)er  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
and  (Iocs  justice  to  the  head  and  lieart  liiat  con- 
ceived it. 

During  the  gubernatorial  career  of  Gov.  Mer- 
rill, e.xteniling  through  two  terms,  from  Janu- 
ary, 18G8,  to  January,  1872,  he  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  discliarge  of  his  otiicial  duties,  and 
probably  no  incuml)ent  of  that  ollice  ever  devoted 
himself  more  earnestly  to  the  public  good,  stand- 
ing by  the  si<le  of  Gov.  Kairchilil,  of  Wisconsin. 
The  two  were  instrumental  in  jjlacing  the  slack- 
water  navigation  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
L.akcs  in  the  way  of  ultimate  and  certain  success. 
The  liovernor  treated  this  subject  to  gi-eat  length 
and  with  marked  ability  in  his  mcs.sage  to  the  Thir- 
teenth (Jeneral  Asscinlily,  and  so  eaincst  was  he  in 
behalf  of  this  improvement,  th.at  he  again  discussed 
it  in  his  message  to  the  Fourteenth  General  Assem- 
bly. In  the  instigation  of  the  work  the  Governors 
of  the  (litTerent  States  interested,  called  convention.--, 
and  tlu'ough  the  delilieraticms  of  these  assemblies 
the  aid  of  the  General  Government  was  secured. 

Samuel  Merrill  was  first  married  to  Catherine 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1847,  fourteen  months  after 
their  marriage.  In  January,  18.")1,  lie  was  united 
in  marriage  with  a  Miss  Hill,  of  Buxton,  Maine. 
She  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  ilicd  young,  the  eldest  living  to  be  only  two 
and  a  half  years  t)ld. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  inil>lic  service  he  re- 
turned to  McGregor,  but  shortly  afterward  removed 
to  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now  residing,  and  is 
President  of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank. 

Thus  briefly  have  been  pointed  out  the  leading 
features  in  the  life  of  one  of  Iowa's  most  promi- 
nent citizens,  and  one  who  has  made  an  honorable 
record  botli  in  pul)lic  positions  and  jirivatc  enter- 
prises. He  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  city  where  he 
resides  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  faithful  rep- 
resentatives of  the  sons  of  New  England.  In  stat- 
ure he  is  fully  six  feet  high  and  finely  proportioned. 
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f^ YRUS  CLAY  CARPP]NTER, 
j[  Governor  of  Iowa  from  1872 
y  to  1875,  inclusive,  was  born 
ill  SusqiU'lianna  County,  Pa., 
Nov.  24,  1829.  lie  was  left 
^i^'jl^^r^^^^ii  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  his 
j^#i  i'MP«i."  mother  (lyiiit;- when  he  was  at 
llie  age  of  ten  years,  and  his  father  two 
years  later.  He  was  left  in  destitute 
eireiiinstances,  and  went  first  to  learn 
W^JWl^  tlie  trade  of  a  clothier,  whieli,  liowever, 
he  abandoned  after  a  few  inontlis,  and 
engaged  with  a  farmer,  giving  a  term 
in  the  winter,  however,  to  attendance 
upon  the  district  scliool.  When  eighteen 
'T*  he  l)egan  teaching  school,  and  the  fol- 
lowing four  j'ears  divided  his  time  between  teach- 
ing and  attending  the  academy  at  Hartford.  At 
tlie  conclusion  of  this  period  he  went  to  Ohio, 
wiiere  he  engaged  as  a  teadier  for  a  year  and  a 
iialf,  spending  the  summer  at  farm  work. 

In  tlie  year  1854  Mr.  Carpenter  came  further 
westward,  visiting  many  points  in  Illinois  and 
Iowa,  arriving  at  Des  Moines,  then  a  village  of 
some  1,200  inhabitants.  This  place,  however,  not 
offering  a  favorable  location,  he  jiroceeded  on  his 
journey,  arriving  in  Fort  Dodge  June  28,  1854. 
Owing  to  his  being  without  funds  he  was  compelled 
to  travel  on  foot,  in  which  way  the  journey  to  Fort 
Dodge  was  made,  with  his  entire  worldly  posses- 
sions in  a  carpet-sacl<  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 
He  soon  found  employment  at  Fort  Dodge,  as  as- 
sistant to  a  Government  surveyor.     This  work  be- 


ing completed,  young  Carpenter  assisted  his  land' 
lord  in  cutting  liay,  but  soon  secured  another 
position  as  a  surveyor's  assistant.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  following  January  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  at  Fort  Dodge,  but  in  the  spring  was 
employed  to  take  charge  of  a  set  of  surveyors  in 
surveying  the  counties  of  Emmet   and    Kossuth. 

On  his  return  to  Fort  Dodge  he  found  the  land- 
office,  which  had  been  established  at  that  place, 
was  about  to  open  for  the  sale  of  land.  Being 
familiar  with  the  country  and  the  location  of  the 
best  land,  he  opened  a  private  land-office,  and 
found  constant  and  profitable  employment  for  the 
following  three  3^eais,  in  platting  and  surveying 
lands  for  those  seeking  homes.  During  this  period 
he  became  extensively  known,  and,  being  an  .active 
Republican,  he  was  chosen  as  a  standard-bearer  for 
his  section  of  the  State.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  autumn  of  1857.  In  1861,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  tlie  Rebellion,  he  volunteered 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Commissary  of  Sub- 
sistence, much  of  the  time  being  Chief  Commissary 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  lOth  Army  Corps.  In  1864 
he  was  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  assigned 
to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Logan,  as  Chief  Com- 
missary of  the  15th  Army  Corps.  He  continued  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in 
August,  1865,  was  mustered  out. 

Upon  the  close  of  his  service  to  his  country  he 
returned  to  his  home  at  Fort  Dodge,  but,  owing  to 
so  many  changes  which  had  taken  place,  and  such 
an  influx  of  enterprising  men  into  the  city,  he 
found  his  once  prosperous  business  in  the  hands  of 
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others.  He  turned  his  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  a  piece  of  land,  where  he  remained  until 
his  election,  in  the  autumn  of  18GC,  as  Register  of 
the  State  Laiid-Ollice.  He  was  re-elected  in  18(j.s, 
and  refused  the  nomination  in  1870.  This  ix)sition 
took  him  to  Des  Moines,  hut  in  1870  he  returned 
to  P'ort  Dodge.  During  the  summer  of  the  f(jllow- 
ing  j'ear  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party 
for  (iovernor.  He  was  elected,  and  inaugurated  as 
Chief  Executive  of  Iowa  Jan.  11,  1872.  In  1873 
he  was  renominated  by  his  part}*,  and  October  14 
of  that  year  w;is  re-elected,  his  inauguration  taking 
place  Jan.  27,  1874.  Gov.  Carpenter  was  an  al)lc, 
popular  and  faithful  Executive,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  honest,  prominent  and  unselfish 
officials  the  State  ever  had.  Plain,  unassuming, 
modest,  he  won  his  public  position  more  through 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  friends  than  b}'  any  personal 
effort  or  desire  of  his  own.  Everywhere,  at  all 
times  and  upon  all  occasions,  he  demonstrated  that 
the  confidence  of  his  friends  was  justified.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  great  question  of  monopolies 
and  transportation  evils,  which  during  his  adminis- 
tration were  so  prominent,  doing  much  to  secure 
wise  legislation  in  these  respects. 

Gov.  Carpenter  lias  been  regarded  as  a  public 
speaker  of  more  than  ordinary  abilit.y,  and  has 
upon  many  occasions  been  the  orator,  and  always 
api)reciated  by  the  i)et)ple. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as  (iovernor 
Mr.  Carpenter  was  appointed  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  United  States  Treasury,  which  position  he 
resigned  after  a  service  of  fifteen  months.  This 
step  was  an  evidence  of  his  unselfishness,  as  it  was 
taken  because  another  Bureau  officer  was  to  be  dis- 
missed, as  it  was  held  that  Iowa  had  more  heads  of 
Bureaus  than  she  was  entitled  to,  and  his  resigning 
an  office  of  the  higher  grade  saved  tiie  i)osition  to 
another.  In  1881  he  w:is  elected  to  Congress,  and 
served  with  al)ility,  and  in  the  Twentieth  General 
Assembly  of  Iowa  he  represented  Weltster  County. 

Gov.  Carpenter  was  married,  in  March,  1864,  to 
Miss  Susan  Burkholder,  of  Fort  Dodge.  No  chil- 
dren have  been  ])orn  to  them,  but  they  have  reared 
a  niece  of  Mrs.  Carpenter's. 

During  his  entire  life  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  principles  of  Reform  and    the    best 


interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  who,  by  adoption 
or  by  birth-right,  are  entitled  to  a  home  upon  our 
soil  and  the  protection  of  our  laws,  under  the  great 
charter  of  "  Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of  Hap- 
piness." In  an  address  in  1852  betook  advanced 
views  uiKin  the  leading  subjects  of  public  interest. 
He  had  already  laid  the  foundation  for  that  love  of 
freedom  which  afterwards  found  an  ample  field  of 
labor  with  the  Repulilican  partj'.  There  was  noth- 
ing chimerical  in  his  views.  lie  looked  at  everj' 
stratii  of  human  society,  and,  from  the  wants  of  the 
masses,  wisely  devined  duty  and  propliesied  destiny*. 
He  Would  have  the  peoi)le  of  a  free  Republic  edu- 
cated in  the  spirit  of  the  civilization  of  the  age. 
Instead  of  cultivating  a  taste  fi  ,•  a  species  of  liter- 
ature tending  directly  to  degrade  the  mind  and 
deprave  the  heart,  thereby  leading  back  to  a  sUite 
of  ^jperstition  and  consequent  barbarism,  he  would 
cultivate  -principles  of  temperance,  industrj-  and 
economj'  in  every  youthful  mind,  as  the  indispens- 
able ingredients  of  good  citizens,  or  subjects  ujwn 
wh<^se  banner  will  be  inscribed  Liberty,  Equality. 
Fraternity. 

Thus  early  in  life  Mr.  Carpenter  saw  the  destined 
tendency  of  our  American  institutit)ns,  and  the  ad- 
vancing civilization  of  the  age.  He  saw  it  in  the 
peace  congress,  whose  deliberations  havi;  made  the 
Rhine  thrice  immortal.  He  saw  it  in  the  prosjiect- 
ive  railwa}',  which  he  believed  would  one  da}' 
unite  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  with  those  of  the 
Pacific — a  fact  realized  by  the  construction  of  the 
great  continentvl  railway. 

It  was  thus  earl}'  that  he  began  to  study  the 
wants  of  the  world,  and  with  what  clearness  and 
directness  may  be  seen  by  the  correctness  of  his 
vision  and  the  acconiplishment  of  what  he  consid- 
ered an  inevitable  necessity. 

Tlius,  growing  up  into  manhood,  and  passing  on- 
ward in  the  rugged  pathway  of  time,  disciplined  in 
political  economy  and  civil  ethics  in  the  stern 
.school  of  experience,  he  was  prepared  to  meet  every 
emergency  with  a  steady  hand;  to  bring  order  out 
of  discord,  and   insure  harmony  and   prosperity. 

Gov.  Carpenter  is  now  engaged  in  the  (piict  pur- 
suits of  farm  life,  residing  at  Fort  Dodge,  where 
he  is  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  her  purest  minded 
and  most  upright  citizens. 
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OSHUA  G.  NEWBOLD,  the 
ninth  (iovenior  of  Iowa,  is 
a  native  of  Pennsj^lvania. 
He  conies  from  that  excellent 
stock  known  as  the  Friends, 
who  very  early  settled  in 
New  .Tcrsey.  Joshua  G.  is  the 
son  of  Barzilla  and  Catherine 
(House)  Newbold,  and  was  born 
'i  in  Fayette  County,  May  12, 
1830.  He  was  born  a  farmer's 
l)oy  and  was  reared  in  the  vigor- 
ous cmplojinent  of  farm  work. 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  the 
family  moved  to  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  where,  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  a  select  school  or  academy,  young 
Newbold  received  his  education.  AVhen  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re- 
turn to  Fayette  County.  Here  for  the  following- 
eight  years  he  assisted  his  father  in  running  a  flour- 
ing-mill  as  well  as  devoting  much  of  his  time  to 
teaching  school.  AVhen  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  our  subject  liegan  the  study  of  medicine,  de- 
voting much  of  his  time  while  teaching  to  his  med- 
ical books.  He,  however,  abandoned  the  idea  of 
becoming  a  physician  and  turned  his  attention  to 
different  walks  in  life. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Newbold  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm,  now  partly  in 
the  corporation  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Hem-y  County. 


At  the  end  of  one  year  he  removed  to  Cedar 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  there  merchandising 
and  farming  till  about  1 860,  when  he  removed  to 
Hillslioro,  Henry  County,  and  pursued  the  same 
callings. 

In  1802,  when  the  call  was  made  for  000,000  men 
to  finish  the  work  of  crushing  the  Rebellion,  ]Mr. 
Newbold  left  his  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  family 
and  his  store  in  charge  of  his  partner,  and  went  into 
the  army  as  Captain  of  Company  C,  25th  Regiment 
of  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  nearly  three  years, 
resigning  just  before  the  war  closed,  on  account  of 
disability.  During  the  last  two  or  three  months  he 
served  at  the  South  he  filled  the  position  of  Judge 
Advocate,  with  headquarters  at  Woodville,  Ala. 

His  regiment  was  one  of  those  that  made  Iowa 
troops  famous.  It  arrived  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in 
November,  1862,  and  sailed  in  December  following 
on  the  expedition  against  Vicksl)urg  by  way  of 
Chickasaw  Bayou.  At  the  latter  place  was.its  first 
engagement.  Its  second  was  at  Arkansas  Post,  and 
there  it  suffered  severely,  losing-  in  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  sixty. 

After  Lookout  Mountain  it  joined  in  tlic  pursuit 
of  Bragg's  flying  forces  to  Ringgold,  where  it  en- 
gaged the  enemy  in  their  strong  works,  November 
27,  losing  twenty-nine  wounded.  The  following 
year  it  joined  Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  Campaign, 
then  on  the  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  through 
the  Carolinas. 

On  returning  to  Iowa  he  continued  fn  the  mer- 
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cantile  trade  at  Ilillsboro  for  three  or  four  j-ears, 
and  then  sold  out,  giving  thereafter  liis  whole  at- 
tention to  agriculture,  stock-raising  and  stock-deal- 
ing, making  the  stock  department  an  important 
factor  in  his  business  for  several  years.  Mr.  New- 
l)old  was  a  member  of  the  l.'Jth,  14th  and  l.'ith  Gen- 
eral Assemblies,  representing  Henry  County,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  in  the  14th, 
anil  of  the  committee  on  apijrojiriations  in  the  l.'ith 
General  Assembl}-.  In  the  loth  (1874)  he  was  tem- 
porar}-  Speaker  during  the  deadlock  in  organizing 
the  House.  In  187.")  he  was  elected  Lieutenant 
Governor  on  the  Republican  ticket  with  Samuel  .). 
Kirkwood. 

His  Democratic  compeiilor  was  E.  I).  Wotxlward, 
who  received  93,0G0  votes.  Mr.  Newbold  received 
134,166,  or  a  majority  of  31,106.  Governor  Kirk- 
wood being  elected  United  States  Senator  during 
that  session,  Jlr.  Newbold  became  Governor,  taking 
the  chair  Feb.  1,  1877,  and  vacating  it  for  Gov. 
Gear  in  Januar}-,  1878. 

Gov.  Newljold's  message  to  the  Legislature 
in  1878,  shows  j)ainstaking  care  and  a  clear,  busi- 
ness-like view  of  the  interests  of  the  State.  His 
recommendations  were  carefully  considered  and 
largely  atlopted.  The  State's  finances  were  then  in 
a  less  creditable  condition  than  ever  before  or 
since,  as  there  was  an  increasing  floating  debt,  then 
amounting  to  $340,820. oG,  more  than  *90,000  in 
excess  of  the  Constitutional  limitation.  Said  (4ov. 
Newbold  in  his  message:  "The  commonwealth 
ought  not  to  set  an  example  of  dilatoriness 
in  meeting  its  obligations.  Of  all  forms  of  indebt- 
edness, that  of  a  floating  character  is  the  most  ob- 
jectionable.    The  uncertainty  as  to  its  amount  will 


invariably  enter  into  any  computation  made  by  per- 
sons contracting  with  the  State  for  sup[)lies,  mater- 
ial or  labor.  To  remove  the  present  dilliculty,  and 
to  avert  its  recurrence,  I  look  upon  as  the  most  im- 
portant work  that  will  demand  your  attention." 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  before  statesmen  is 
that  of  eipial  and  just  tiixation.  The  following 
recommendation  shows  that  Gov.  Newbold  was 
abreast  witli  foremost  thinkers,  for  it  projioses  a 
step  which  yearly*  finds  more  favor  with  the  jK-oplc : 
"  The  inequalities  of  the  personal-property  valu- 
ations of  the  several  counties  suggest  to  my  mind 
the  i)roprietj'  of  .so  adjusting  the  State's  levy  as  io 
recpiire  the  counties  to  pay  into  the  State  treasui-y 
only  the  Uix  on  realty,  leaving  the  corresponding 
tax  on  personalty  in  the  count}'  treasury.  This 
would  rest  with  each  county  the  adjustment  of  its 
own  personal  jiropert^'  valuations,  without  fear  that 
they  might  be  so  high  as  to  work  injustice  to  itself 
in  comparison  with  other  counties." 

(Jov.  Newbold  has  alwavs  atliliatecl  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  holds  to  its  great  cardinal 
doctrines,  having  once  embraced  them,  with  the 
same  sincerity  and  honesty  that  he  dierishcs  his  re- 
ligious .sentiments.  He  has  been  a  Christian  for 
something  like  twenty-five  years,  his  ct)nnectlon  be- 
ing with  the  Free-Will  IJajitist  Church.  He  found 
his  wife,  Rjichel  Karquliar,  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
their  union  taking  plai'c  on  the  2d  of  May,  18,iO. 
The_v  have  had  five  children  and  h>st  two.  The 
names  of  the  living  are  Mary  Allene,  Emma 
Irene  and  George  C. 

The  Governor  is  not  yet  an  old  man,  and  may 
.serve  his  State  or  count}-  in  other  capacities  in  tlie 
coming  years. 
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OHN  H.  GEAR,  the  tenth 
gentleman  to  occupy  the 
Executive  Chair  of  Iowa,  is 
still  a  resilient  of  Burlington. 
^^  lie  is  a  native  of  the  J^mpire 
State,  \\iiere  in  the  city  of 
Ithica,  April  7,  1 825,  he  was  horn. 
Rev.  E.  G.  Geai,  his  father,  was 
liuni  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in 
17'.i2,  and  became  a  distinguished 
clergyman  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  His  family  had 
removed  with  him,  wliile  he  was 
still  young,  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and 
in  the  J- ear  181G,  after  his  ordina- 
tiiin  as  a  clerg3'man  of  the  Elpisco- 
pal  Church,  lie  went  to  New  York 
and  located  at  Onondaga  Hill  near 
IliLll  the  city  of  Syracuse.  Shortly  after 
this  settlement,  the  young  minister 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Miranda  E.  Cook.  After  serving 
various  congregations  in  Western 
New  York  for  many  years,  he  de- 
termined to  become  a  pioneer  in 
Northern  Illinois,  which  at  the  time,  in  the  j-ear 
1836,  was  being  rapidly  settled  up.  He  found  a 
desirable  location  at  Galena  where  he  remained  nn- 
til  1838,  when  he  received  the  appointment  as 
Chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  while  located 
at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.  He  lived  a  long  and  act- 
ive life,  doing  much  good,  quitting  his  labors  in 
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the  year  1874,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years. 

The  only  son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Gear 
was  J.  H.,  afterward  the  distinguished  Governor  of 
Iowa.  As  above  stated  the  birth  occurred  in  ]82.'j. 
In  1843,  when  still  a  young  man,  he  came  "West  to 
Burlington,  where  he  Iws  since  continued  to  reside, 
lier  most  distinguished  citizen.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  the  young  city,  he  embarked  -in  his  mer- 
cantile career,  engaging  at  the  time  with  the  firm 
<jf  Bridgman  &  Bros.,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
Remaining  with  this  firm  for  a  little  over  a  year, 
he  left  them  for  an  engagement  with  W.  F.  Cool- 
l)augh,  who  at  one  time  was  President  of  the 
Union  National  Bank,  of  Chicago,  and  who  at  that 
early  period  was  the  leading  merchant  of  Eastern 
Iowa.  He  served  Mr.  Coolbaugh  so  faitlif-all}',  and 
with  such  marked  ability  for  the  following  five 
years,  tliat,  when  desirous  of  a  partner  in  his  busi- 
ness, the  wealthy  merchant  could  find  no  one  in 
whom  he  could  place  greater  confidence  and  with 
whom  he  could  trust  his-  extensive  business  rela- 
tions that  pleased  him  better  than  the  young  clerk. 
Accordingly  he  was  associated  as  a  partner  under 
the  firm  name  of  W.  F.  Coolbaugh  &  Co.  Under 
this  arrangement  the  firm  did  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness for  the  following  five  years,  when  Mr.  Gear 
l)urchased  the  entire  business,  which  he  carried  on 
with  marked  success  until  he  became  known  as  the 
oldest  wholesale  grocer  in  the  State.  He  is  at  present, 
licsides  filling  other  prominent  business  relations, 
President  of  the   Rolling  Mill  Co.,  of  Galesburg. 
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Mr.Gear  lias  been  honored  bj-  his  ft-llow-citizens 
with  many  positions  of  trust.  In  1852  he  was 
elected  Alderman;  in  18G3  was  elected  Ma3or 
over  A.  W.  Carpenter,  being  the  first  Kepuldifaii 
up  to  that  time  who  had  been  elected  in  Burlington 
on  a  party  issue.  In  18(17  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Ra,pids  &  Minnesota  liailroad  Company  was  organ- 
ized, and  he  was  chosen  as  its  President.  His  ef- 
forts highly  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, which  did  much  for  Burlington.  He  was 
also  active  in  promoting  the  Burlington  &  South- 
western Railway,  as  well  as  the  Burlington  &  North- 
western narrow-gauge  road. 

He  has  always  acted  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1871  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
General  Assembly.  In  1873  he  w.as  elected  to  the 
loth  General  Asseml)ly.  The  Republican  cau- 
cus of  the  House  nominated  him  for  Speaker  by 
acclamation,  and  after  a  contest  of  two  weeks  he 
wae  chosen  over  his  opponent,  J.  W.  Uixon.  He 
filled  the  position  of  Speaker  very  acceptably,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session  all  the  members  of  the 
House,  independent  of  part}'  alliliations,  joined  in 
signing  their  names  to  a  resolution  of  thanks,  which 
was  engraved  .and  presented  to  him.  In  187.5  he 
was  the  third  time  nominated  to  the  Assemlil}-  by 
the  Republican  part}\  and  while  his  county  gave  a 
large  Democr.atic  vote  he  was  again  elected.  He 
was  also  again  nominated  for  Speaker  l)y  the  Re- 
publican caucus,  and  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority  over  his  comjjetitor,  Hon.  .John  Y.  Stone. 
He  is  the  onl^'  man  in  the  State  who  ever  had  the 
honor  of  being  chosen  to  this  high  position  a  sec- 
ond time.  He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an 
able  i)arliam('ntarian,  his  rulings  never  having  l)een 
appealed  from.  At  the  close  of  the  session  he 
again  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  House 
of  Representitives  for  his  courtesy  and  in)i);irti;dity, 
and  for  the  able  and  satisf.actory  ni.anncr  in  wliich 
he  had  presided  over  tliat  ))ody. 

In  ls77  he  w.as  nominated  for  Governor  by  the 
Republican  convention  wliicli  met  at  Des  Moines, 
June  28,  and  at  the  election  iield  the  following 
October  he  received  121,.')  1(5  votes,  against  7'J,3.W 
for  John  P,  Irish,  10,039  for  Eliiis  Jessup  and  38,- 
228  for   D.  P.  Stubbs.     His  plurality  over  Iri.sh 


w.as  42,103.  He  w.as  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1878^ 
and  served  four  j-ears,  being  re-elected  in  1879  b}' 
the  following  handsome  vote:  Gear,  157,.571; 
Trimble,  8.5,(li)C;  Campbell,  45,439;  Dung-an,  3,258, 
Gear's  majority  over  all  competitors,  23,828.  His 
second  inauguration  occurretl  in  January  of  the 
year  1880. 

Gov.  (iear's  business  habits  enabled  him  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  ollice  with  marked  ability. 
He  found  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  at  a 
low  ebb,  but  raised  Iowa's  credit  to  that  of  the 
best  of  our  States.  In  his  last  biennial  messiige  he 
was  able  to  report:  "The  warrants  out-standing, 
l)ut  not  bearing  interest,  Sept.  30,  1881,  amounted 
to  ^22,01)3.74,  and  there  :vre  now  in  the  treasury 
.ample  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
State.  The  war  and  defense  debt  has  been  paid, 
except  the  warrants  for  >!12."),000  negotiated  by  the 
Executive,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  under  the  law 
of  the  18th  Gcnend  Assembly,  and  *2,500  of 
the  original  bonds  not  yet  presented  for  p.ay- 
ment.  The  only  other  del  it  owing  by  the  State 
amounts  to  *245,435.iy,  due  to  the  permanent 
school  fund,  a  portion  of  which  is  made  irredeem- 
iiblc  by  the  Constitution.  These  facts  place  Iowa 
practically  among  the  .States  which  have  no  debt, 
a  consideration  which  must  add  much  to  her  repu- 
tation. The  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  last  two 
years  are  less  than  those  of  any  other  period  since 
18G9,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
.State  is  to-day  sustaining  several  institutions  not 
then  in  existence;  namely,  the  hospitjd  at  Inde- 
pendence, tlie  additional  penitentiar}',  the  Normal 
.School  and  the  asylum  for  the  fee1)le-minded  chil- 
dren, besides  the  girl's  department  of  the  reform 
school.  The  State  .also,  at  i)re.sent,  makes  provision 
for  fish  culture,  for  a  useful  weather  service,  for 
.sanitary  sujjervision  by  a  Board  of  Health,  for  en- 
couraging immigration  to  the  State,  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  coal  mines  bj'  a  State  Inspector,  and  liber- 
ally for  the  military  .arm  of  the  Government." 

Gov.  Gear  is  now  in  tiie  sixtj'-first  year  of  his 
age,  and  is  in  the  full  vigor  of  bt)th  his  mental  and 
jihysical  f.aculties.  He  w.as  married  in  1852  to 
Harriet  S.  Foot,  formerly  of  the  town  of  Jliddle- 
bury,  Vermont,  by  whom  he  h.as  had  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living. 
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.'  XE  of  the  most  distinguisliod 
geiitk'UK'ii  who  was  eviT 
i|7/  honored  with  the  position 
of  Chief  S^xecutive  of  the 
^'d^K^^^^^S^^f^  state  is  Buren  R.  Sherman, 
'-3-a^i:  )(?  /-x  'uM>S  tjje  eleventli  Governor  of 
owa,  wlio  is  a  native  of  New  York. 
It  was  in  tlie  town  of  Plielps,  in  On- 
tario County,  tluit  lie  was  born  to  his 
parents,  Phineas  L.  and  Eveline 
(Robinson)  Sherman,  on  the  28tli  of 
May,  183G,  and  was  the  third  son  of 
a  (listinguislied  family  of  children. 
Ilis  parents  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  Buren  II.  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  Init  was  subsequently 
given  advantages  of  the  schools  at  Almira,  N.  Y.. 
where  he  acquired  a  very  thorougli  knowledge  C)f 
the  English  branches.  His  father,  who  was  a  me- 
chanic, advised  him  at  the  close  of  his  studies  tc> 
apprentice  himself  to  learn  some  trade.  He  ac- 
cordingly made  such  arrangements  with  S.  Ayers,  c»f 
Almira,  to  learn  tlie  trade  of  a  watchmaker.  In 
lHi).j,  however,  he  left  this  position  and  joined  his 
family  on  their  removal  to  the  then  new  State  of 
Iowa.  They  settled  upon  a  piece  of  unbroken  prai- 
vie  land  on  what  is  now  Geneseo  Township,  Tama 
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County,  his  father  having  previouslj''  purchased 
land  from  the  Government.  Here  Buren  R.  labored 
diligently  in  developing  his  father's  fields,  devoting, 
however,  leisure  hours  which  he  was  granted,  to  the 
study  of  law.  Before  leaving  his  Eastern  home  he 
had  decided  upon  that  profession  and  began  its 
study  while  yet  in  Almira.  He  soon  secured  a  po- 
sition as  a  book-keeper  in  a  neighboring  town,  and 
with  the  wages  earned  there,  materially  assisted  his 
father  in  the  development  of  their  h(mie  farm.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  applied  himself  diligently  to 
the  study  of  his  books,  and  so  studious  had  he 
been  that  in  the  summer  of  1S.59,  he  was  enabled 
to  pass  a  creditable  examination  and  to  be  admitted 
to  the  bar.  The  following  spring  the  yoinig  attor- 
ney moved  to  Vinton,  hung  out  his  shingle  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  associated 
with  Hon.  "William  Smyth,  formerly  District  Judge, 
and  J.  C.  Traer,  under  the  fii'ni  name  of  Smyth, 
Traer  &  Sherman.  The  new  firm  rapidly  grew  into 
prominence,  building  up  a  |)rosperous  practice, 
when  Mr.  Sherman  withdrew  to  tender  his  services 
to  the  Government  in  defense  of  her  integrity  and 
honor. 

It  was  early  in  1 8C1 ,  directly  after  the  enemy  had 
assaulted  the  American  flag  on  Sumter,  that  the 
j'oung  attorney  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  13th  Iowa  Vol. 
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Inf..  anil  iniraediatcly  went  to  tlir  fiunt.  He 
entered  the  service  a.s  Seeond  Serj^eant,  and  in 
FelnMiary,  1M(!2.  w.is  made  .Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company  E.  On  the  (Ith  of  April  following  he  was 
very  severely  w<inniled  at  the  liattle  of  l'ittsliui-£fh 
Lanfling.  and  while  in  the  hospital  was  ])roinoted  to 
the  mnk  of  Cajitain.  He  returned  to  ills  company 
while  yet  obliged  to  use  his  crutches,  and  remained 
on  duty  till  the  summer  of  lsi;:i,  when,  by  reason  of 
his  wound,  he  wa.s  compelled  to  resign  and  return 
home.  Soon  after  returning  from  the  army  he  was 
elected  Count}"  Judge  t)f  Benton  County,  and  re- 
elected without  opposition  in  1 86.5.  In  the  autumn 
of  18()('>  he  resigned  his  judgeshii)  and  accepted  tlie 
oliice  of  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  to  whicli  he 
was  re-elected  in  lK(i8,  1870  and  1872,  and  in 
December,  1 87  I,  resigned  in  order  to  acce]it  the- 
otiiee  of  Auditor  of  State,  to  wiiicli  oflice  lie-luvl 
been  elected  by  a  majority  of  28,425  over  J.  M. 
King,  the  •■  anti-mono])oly  "  can<lidate.  In  187(1  he 
was  renominated  and  received  ;iO,272  more  votes, 
than  N\'.  (Jrowueweg  (Democrat)  and  Leonard 
Hrownie  ((ireenliack)  together.  In  1878  he  was 
again  chosen  to  represent  the  Hepul)lican  party 
in  that  oflice,  and  this  time  received  a  major- 
itv  of  7,1  ()4  over  the  combined  votes  of  Col. 
Eiboeck  (Democrat)  and  (1.  \.  Swcarenger  ((ireen- 
back).  In  the  six  years  tiiat  lie  held  tliis  oilice,  lu- 
was  untiring  in  his  faithful  application  to  routine 
Work  and  devotion  to  his  speci.-d  >li;ire  of  the  .State's 
business.  He  retired  witii  smli  an  envialile  record 
that  it  was  with  no  surprise  tiie  people  learned, 
June  27,  1881,  that  he  was  tlu'  nominee  of  the  lie- 
publican  party  for  Covernor. 

The  campaign  was  an  exciting  one.  The  General 
A.s.senilily  h;ul  sulunitted  to  the  people  the  prohibi- 
tory amendment  to  the  Con>titution.  This,  while 
not  a  partisan  ipiestion,  l)eeanie  nppeiinost  in  the 
mind  of  the  i)ublie.  Mr.  Sherman  received  l;i.'!,- 
330  votes,  against  83,244  for  Kinne  au<l  l'8,1  li'  f,,r 
I).  M.  Clark,  or  a  plurality  of  ")0,(i,s(i  .-ind  a  major- 
ity of  21, '.(74.  In  18,s.'!  he  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  as  well  iis  L.  (J.  Kinne  by  the 
Democrats.  Tlie  National  party  offered  J.  15. 
Weaver.  During  the  campaign  these  candidates 
held  a  number  of  joint  discussions  at  different 
points  in  the  State.     At  the  election  the  vote  was : 


Sherman,   164,182;  Kinne,   139,093;  Weaver,  23,. 

080;  Sherman's  plurality,  2."),089;  majority.  2,000. 
In  his  second  inaugural  Gov.  Sherman  sai<l : 

"  In  assuming,  for  the  second  time,  the  otiiee  ol 
Chief  Magistrate  for  the  State.  I  fully  re.ali/.e  my 
grateful  obligations  to  the  people  of  low.t,  through 
whose  generous  confidence  I  am  here.  I  ;.ni  aware 
of  the  (bities  and  grave  resjionsibilities  of  this  ex- 
alted position,  and  as  well  what  is  expected  of  me 
therein.  As  in  the  past  I  have  given  my  undivided 
time  and  .serious  attention  thereto,  so  in  the  future 
I  promise  the  most  earnest  devotion  and  initiriug 
effort  in  the  faithful  jKiformance  of  my  official  re- 
quirements. I  have  seen  the  State  grow  from  in- 
fancy to  mature  manhood,  and  each  year  one  of 
substantial  betterment  of  its  previous  ]ior-ition. 

.^' With  more  railroads  than  any  State,  save  two; 
.witii  a'-school  interest  the  grandest  .and  strongest, 
which  commands  the  support  and  conlidence  of  all 
the  people,  and  a  population,  which  in  its  entirety 
is  superior  to  any  other  in  the  sisterhood,  it  is 
not  strange  the  pride  which  attaches  to  our  people. 
When  we  remember  thai  the  results  of  our  elTorts  in 
the  direction  of  good  government  have  been 
crowned  with  such  magnificent  success,  and  to-d;iy 
we  have  a  .State  in  most  ]ierfect  physical  and  lin.an- 
cial  condition,  no  wonder  our  hearts  swell  in  honest  • 
pride  as  we  contemplate  the  pa.st  and  >o  cunliilcntly 
hope  for  the  future.  What  we  may  become  de- 
pends on  otn-  own  efforts,  and  to  that  future  I  look 
with  earnest  and  abiding  confidenc<'." 

Gov.  Sherman's  term  of  t)flice  continued  until  .Ian. 
14,  1886,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Willi.-im  Larra- 
bee,  and  he  is  now.  tcnipor.nily.  pcrhap>.  enjoying 
a  well-earned  rest.  lie  has  been  a  Hc|)uiilic;ui  since 
the  org.aui/.ation  of  that  jiarty.  and  his  x'rvices  as  a 
c;imp:iigu  speaker  have  been  for  many  years  in 
great  demand.  As  aiv  ollicei-  lie  has  been  able  to 
make  an  enviable  recoi'cl.  lllniself  honoralile  and 
tliorougii,  his  management  of  |>ublic  business  has 
been  of  the  same  character,  anil  such  as  has  com- 
mended him  to  the  aiii)roval  of  his  fellow-citi/ens. 

He  was  married,  Aug.  20,  1862,  to  Miss  Lena 
Kendall,  of  Vinton.  Iowa,  a  young  lady  of  rare  ac- 
complishments and  strength  of  character.  Their 
union  has  been  happy  in  every  respect.  They  have 
two  chihben — Lena  Kendall  and  Oscar  Eugene, 
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ILLIAM    LARRABEE,   the 

present  able  (Jovernor  of 
Iowa,  and  the  twelfth  gen- 
^3  tleman  selected  by  the 
people  as  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  great  C'om- 
*=  monwealth,  is  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  Ilis  ancestors 
were  among  the  Frencli  Huguenots  who 
came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  located  in  Connecticut.  At 
that  time  they  bore  the  name  of  d'Larra- 
bee.  Adam  Larrabee,  the  father  of  Will- 
iam, was  born  March  14,  1787,  and  was 
one  of  the  early  graduates  f)f  the  West 
Point  Military  Academy.  He  served  his 
count! y  during  tlie  War  of  lSl-2,  with  distinction, 
holding  the  position  of  (Second  Lieutenant,  to  which 
he  was  commissioned  March  1,  1811.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Captaincy  of  his  company  Feb.  1, 
1814,  and  on  the  30th  of  the  following  March,  at 
the  battle  of  Lacole  Mills,  during  Gen.  AVilkinson's 
campaign  on  the  Saint  Lawrence  River,  he  was 
severel3'  wounded  in  the  lung.  He  eventually  re- 
covered from  the  injury  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Hannah  G.  Lester.  This  much  esteemed 
lady  was  born  June  3, 1 798,  and  died  on  the  1 5th  of 
March,  1837.  Capt.  Larrabee  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age,  dying  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years. 

As  above  mentioned,  William,  our  subject,  was 
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l)orn  in  Connecticut,  the  town  of  Ledynnl  being 
the  place  of  his  birtli  and  Jan.  20,  1832,  the  date. 
He  was  the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  upon  a 
rugged  New  England  farm,  enjoying  very  meager 
education.al  adv.antages.  He  attended,  during  the 
winter  seasons,  the  neighboring  district  schools 
imtil  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when, 
during  the  following  two  winters,  he  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  schoolmaster.  He  was  ambitious  to  do 
something  in  life  for  himself  that  would  bring  f(jrt- 
,une  and  distinction,  but  in  making  his  plans  for  the 
future  he  was  embarrassed  by  a  misfortune  which 
liefell  him  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  being 
trained  to  the  use  of  firearms  under  his  father's 
direction,  an  accidental  discharge  residted  in  the 
loss  of  tlie  sight  in  the  right  eye.  Tliis  conse- 
quently unfitted  him  for  many  employments  usually 
sought  by  ambitious  young  men.  The  family 
lived  near  the  seashore,  only  two  miles  away,  and 
in  that  neighborhood  it  was  the  custom  for  at  least 
one  son  in  each  family  to  go  upon  the  sea  as  a 
sailor.  Tlie  two  eldest  brothers  of  our  subject  had 
chosen  this  occupation  while  the  third  remained  in 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  William  was  thus  left 
free  to  chose  for  himself  and,  like  many  of  the 
youths  of  that  day,  he  wisely  turned  his  face  West- 
ward. The  year  18.53  found  him  on  this  journey 
toward  the  setting  sun,  stopping  only  when  he 
came  to  the  broad  and  fertile  prairies  of  the  new- 
State  of  Iowa.     He  first  joined  his  elder  sister,  Mrs 
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E.  H.  Williams,  who  was  at  that  time  living  at 
Garnavillo,  Clayton  County.  It  was  tills  circiun- 
stiinoe  which  led  the  young  boj'  from  Connecticut 
to  select  his  future  home  in  the  northeastern  por- 
tion of  Iowa.  He  resumed  his  occupation  as  a 
pedagogue,  teaching,  however,  but  one  winter, 
which  was  passed  at  Hardin.  The  following  three 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  capacity  of  foreman 
on  the  Grand  Meadow  farm  of  his  lirother-in-law. 
Judge  Williams. 

In  1857  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Clermont  Mills,  and  located  at  Clermont,  Fayette 
Countj'.  He  sot>n  was  able  to  bu^-  the  other  two- 
thirds,  and  within  a  year  foinid  himself  sole  o^\nier. 
He  operated  this  mill  until  1874  when  he  sold  to 
.S.  M .  Leach.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
offered  to  enlist,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  right  e3-e.  Being  informed  he  might 
possilily  be  admitted  as  a  commissioned  ofiicer,  he 
raised  a  company  ;md  received  a  commission  as 
First  Licutcnunl.  but  was  again  rejected  for  the 
SJime  disability. 

After  selling  the  mill  j\Ir.  Larrabee  devoted  him- 
self to  farming,  and  started  a  jirivate  bank  at  Cler- 
mont. He  also,  experimentally,  started  a  large 
nursery,  but  this  resulted  onlj'  in  confirming  the  ■ 
belief  tliat  Northern  Iowa  has  too  rigorous  a  cli- 
mate for  fruit-raising. 

Mr.  l.,arrabec  did  not  begin  his  political  career 
until  IH'w.  He  was  reared  as  a  Whig  and  became 
a  Hc|)u1ilicaii  on  the  organization  of  that  party. 
While  interested  in  politics  he  generally  refused 
local  olliccs,  serving  only  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Sch<K)l  Board  prior  to  18(57.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  Senate.  To 
this  high  position  he  was  re-elected  from  time  to 
time,  so  that  he  served  as  Senator  continuously  for 
eighteen  years  before  being  promoted  to  the  high- 
est ollicc  in  the  State.  He  was  so  popular  at  lunne 
that  he  was  generally  re-nominated  by  acclamation, 
and   for  some  years  the  Democrats  did   not  even 


make  nominations.  During  the  whole  eighteen 
years  Senator  Larrabee  was  a  member  of  the  prin- 
cipal committee,  that  on  Ways  and  Means,  of  which 
he  was  general]}'  Chairman,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  other  committees.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  duties 
thus  devolving  upon  him,  he  was  indefatigable. 
It  is  said  that  he  never  missetl  a  committee  meet- 
ing. Not  alone  in  this,  but  in  private  and  public 
business  of  all  kinds,  his  uniform  habit  is  that  of 
close  application  to  work.  ^laiiy  of  the  iin])ortant 
measures  jiasscd  l)y  the  Legislature  owe  their  ex- 
istence or  present  form  to  him. 

He  was  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  iiniiiiiui- 
tion  in  1881,  but  entered  the  contest  too  late,  as 
Gov.  Sherman's  follow-ing  had  been  successfully 
organized.  In  1885  it  was  generally  conceded  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  convention  that  he  would 
be  nominated,  which  he  was,  and  his  elei-tion  fol- 
lowed as  a  matter  of  course.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  14,  1886,  and  so  far  has  made  an  excellent 
Governor.  His  jiosition  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
question,  that  on  wliicli  political  fortunes  are  made 
and  lost  in  Iowa,  is  that  the  majority  should  rule. 
He  was  iiersonally  in  fav(n"  of  high  license,  but 
having  been  elected  Governor,  and  sworn  to  up- 
hold the  Constitution  and  execute  the  laws,  lie  pro- 
]  loses  to  do  so. 

A  Senator  who  sat  beside  him  in  the  Senate  de- 
clares him  to  be  "a  man  of  the  broadest  compre- 
hension and  information,  an  extraordinarily  clear 
reasoner,  fair  and  conscientious  in  his  conclusions, 
and  of  Spartan  firmness  in  his  matured  judgment," 
and  says  that  '•  he  brings  the  practical  facts  and 
philosophy  of  human  nature,  the  science  and  his- 
tory of  law,  to  aid  in  his  decisions,  and  adheres  with 
the  earnestness  of  Jefferson  and  Sumner  to  the 
fnndameiital   [irinciples  of    the   people's    rights." 

Gov.  Larrabee  was  married  Sept.  1 2, 1 8(51 ,  at  Cler- 
mont, to  Anna  M.  Appelman,  daughter  of  Capt. 
G.  A.  Ainielnian.  Gov.  Larrabee  has  seven  chil- 
dren— Charles.  Augusta,  Julia,  Anna,  William, 
Frederic  and  Helen. 
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JHE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  jjrime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
jf  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  tiie  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 
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to   perpetuate   the  memory  of  their  achievements. 

The  erection  of  the  great  oijelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objec-ts  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  whicli  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  tlie  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone :  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
l)ublish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  wh()se  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record, 
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^  L.  L.  TERRY,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
at  "Washington,  is  a  pioneer  among 
1^5*3  the  pioneers  of  Washington 
,1  County.  He  is  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  born  in  Hopkinsville, 
March  19,  1817.  He  comes  of 
good  old  Revolutionar}'  stock, 
his  grandfather,  Stephen  Terry, 
being  a  soldier  in  tliat  war,  and 
was  supposed  to  be  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bran- 
dy wine,  Aug.  11.  1777,  being 
then  in  his  twentieth  year,  but 
lived  until  his  sixty-fourth  year. 
He  was  born  in  Louisa  County, 
Va.,  where  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  also  born.  Stephen  Terry  and  Mil- 
dred B.agby  were  married  and  had  twelve  children, 
eight  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults.  Among  the 
number  was  James  Terry,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  born  in  1790,  in  Louisa  County,  Va. 
The  family  moved  to  Kentucky  about  1809,  where 
James  Terry  married  Catherine  Gorin,  a  native  of 
Warren  County,  th.at  State,  born  in  1797.  Thej' 
were  the  parents  of  three  chililren,  two  of  whom 
are  living — J.  L.  L.,  and  Napoleon  B.,  now  living 
in  Ilart  County,  Ky. 

James  Terry  for  some  years  was  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness in  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  while  .it  the  same  time  he 
purchased  and  shipped  horses  for  the  Virginia  trade. 
In  the  general  financial  ruin  that  followed  the 
breaking  of  forty-two  indepeucjent  banks  in  Ken- 
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tucky  in  1818,  he  was  broken  up,  and  moved  South 
to  try  and  mend  his  broken  fortunes,  going  down 
the  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio,  and  thence  to  the 
Mississippi  River  on  a  flatboat,  stopping  at  Natchez 
about  two  months.  AVhile  there  J.  L.  L.  ran  away 
from  the  hotel,  going  to  the  river,  and  was  washed 
into  it  by  the  waves,  from  which  he  was  rescued 
by  a  Choctaw  woman.  Whether  the  world  was 
ever  the  better  by  her  act,  INIr.  Terry  s.ays  he  has 
never  been  able  to  decide,  though  his  wife  says  it 
was,  and  he  is  willing  to  leave  the  question  to  her 
better  judgment. 

From  Natchez  the  family  proceeded  up  the  Red 
River  in  Louisiana,  as  far  .as  Natchitoches,  but 
returned  and  located  at  Alexandria,  La.,  where  the 
father  died,  in  July,  1819,  leaving  a  widow  almost 
penniless,  and  among  strangers,  herself  and  two 
small  children  being  sick.  Her  father  sent  her 
means  to  return  home  by  water,  but  the  yellow 
fever  being  on  the  river  at  that  time,  she  declined 
to  go  that  ^'iiy.  Her  father  then  sent  a  friend  with 
a  wagon  500  miles  through  the  Indian  Territory 
for  her,  with  whom  she  started  home,  [but  within 
ten  diiys  thereafter  the  man  died  in  the  wagon, 
leaving  her  among  the  Indians,  who  were  kind 
enough  to  bury  the  man  and  then  to  lead  the  team 
to  a  tr.iding  station  called  Collins'  Station,  where 
there  were  seven  white  families.  Here  she  re- 
mained until  further  arrangements  were  m.ade  for 
her  to  get  home. 

James  Terry  was  a  brickmason  by  trade,  a  very 
powerfnl   man   physically,   being  six   feet    seven 
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inches  in  height,  and  large  in  proportion.  He 
would  never  drink  intoxicating  liquors.  On  arriv- 
ing at  her  father's  house,  Mrs.  Terry,  with  an  in- 
fant ciiild,  made  that  lier  home,  while  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  tsiken  b}'  his  grandmother  Terry, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  nearly  ten  years  old. 
In  1827  his  mother  married  Nathaniel  D.  Terry,  a 
third  cousin  of  her  former  husband,  by  whom  she 
iiad  one  child.  Rev.  Nathaniel  G.,  now  a  promi- 
nent Bajjtist  minister  in  Kentuck}'.  Mrs.  Terry 
was  a  woman  of  great  intellectual  ability,  and  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.     fShe  died  in  1841. 

On  the  marriage  of  his  mutlier,  J.  L.  L.  returned 
home,  but  was  soon  afterward  apprenticed  to  his 
uncle,  S.  P.  Gorin,  witli  whom  he  remained  nine 
years,  receiving  only  a  few  months'  education. 
The  day  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  his  uncle 
started  to  move  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by  J.  L.  L. 
On  arriving  at  \'andalia,  then  the  capital  of  the 
.State,  Mr.  Gorin  concluded  to  make  that  his  home. 
Here  Mr.  Terry  says  that  he  first  felt  his  ignorance, 
the  boys  in  whose  company  he  was  thrown  having 
considerable  sport  at  his  expense,  but  it  was  one  of 
the  best  things  that  ever  happened  to  him,  for  he 
resolved  that  he  would  not  always  be  tlins  igno- 
rant. He  bought,  borrowed  and  read  books,  studied 
arithmetic  and  Knglish  grammar  at  night  and  on 
Sunda3-s,  and  often  being  denied  the  use  of  a  can- 
dle, resorted  to  the  next  best  thing,  that  of  bark 
and  splinter  light.  While  it  may  be  true  that  his 
education  is  limited  in  knowledge  of  books  taught 
in  the  schools,  he  has  endeavored  to  keep  pace  with 
the  advancement  of  the  times  in  general  reading. 

In  1835  Mr.  Terry  returned  to  Kentuck3-  dur- 
ing the  memorable  excitement  created  by  John  A. 
Murrill,  the  great  western  land  pirate.  Remaining 
in  Kentucky  two  years,  he  then  returned  U>  Illi- 
nois, and  in  May  of  that  year  engaged  with  (ten. 
W.  L.  I).  Ewing,  as  one  of  a  surveying  party, 
his  contract  being  townships  71  and  75  north,  of 
range  1  to  7  west,  of  the  ytli  principMl  meridian,  a 
part  of  which  is  comjjrised  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, Iowa.  The  (ieneral  had  such  confidence 
in  Mr.  Terry  and  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Bowles,  as  to  send  them  to  .St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  sell 
some  half  dozen  horses  to  llie  United  States  dra- 
goons, and  with  the  proceeds  lo  purchase  the  out- 
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fit  for  the  trip,  taking  it  to  New  Boston,  111.  After 
completing  his  survej'ing  contract.  Mr.  Terry  re- 
turned to  A'andalia,  III.,  and  bought  a  small  farm 
five  miles  from  that  place,  whicli  he  cultivated  dur- 
ing the  following  year,  and  in  February,  18;?D,sold 
the  same,  and  went  to  Washington,  III.  There  he 
became  acquainted  with  Miss  .Sarah  .1.  Mt)unts,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  Jul}',  1839.  Previous  to 
this  time,  however,  but  during  tiie  same  j'ear,  he 
came  to  Washington  County-,  Iowa,  and  built  a 
house  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  21,  town- 
ship 75,  range  6. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Terry  remained  in  Illi- 
nois till  the  spring  of  1840,  and  in  March  of  that 
year  went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  to  attend  the  land 
sales.  After  remaining  a  week  the  sales  were  indefin- 
itely postponed.  Being  somewhat  discouraged,  he 
returned  to  Illinois  and  sold  his  claim  in  Washing- 
ton County,  low.a,  to  R.  W.  Burton,  leasing  a  farm 
for  three  years  near  where  the  village  of  Eureka, 
III.,  is  now  situated.  He  lived  there  when  Wood- 
ford County  was  organized,  and  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace  at  the  first  election  licld  in  that  coun- 
ty, wliich  oftice,  he  thinks,  has  haunted  him  ever 
since.  In  October,  1844,  he  rei)urchased  his  old 
claim  in  Iowa,  and  moved  upon  it  during  the  same 
month.  His  first  cabin  was  sixteen  feet  square, 
and  the  one  room  was  kitchen,  bedroom  and  par- 
lor, tlie  furniture  consisting  of  a  Jackson  bedstead, 
one  post  and  liickory  withes  for  cord,  and  a  dry- 
goods  box  for  a  table.  On  tliis  farm  he  remained 
four  years,  but  on  account  of  the  poor  prospects 
for  educating  liis  children,  he  sold  it  for  a  trifle 
and  moved  to  Washington,  where,  in  company 
with  A.  J.  Disney,  he  started  the  first  harness-shop 
in  that  place. 

In  1849  Mr.  Terry  was  elected  Clerk  of  the 
County  Commissioner's  Court,  which  office  he  .held 
two  years,  when  the  law  w.as  change<l  to  llie  cDunty 
judge  system.  In  1852  he  went  to  Richmond, 
English  River  Townsliip.  in  this  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  harness  trade  for  several  years,  then 
went  into  the  dry-goods  trade,  and  afterward  in 
the  tanning,  harness  and  saddler^'  trade,  and  there 
remained  until  August,  18('«5.  wiien  he  returned  to 
Washington.  When  the  war  liroke  out.  Mr.  'I'crry 
look  a  great  interest  in  securin<r  enlistments,  and 
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in  aid  of  the  soldiers  in  the  field.  Among  others 
to  enlist  was  his  oldest  son,  J.  II.  Terry,  who  en- 
listed in  Co.  E,  10th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  as  a  private, 
in  August,  1861,  and  in  February,  1862,  he  was 
promoted  over  the  Second  Lieutenant  to  First 
Lieutenant  of  his  company,  in  which  position  he 
served  till  May  16,  18G.3,  when,  at  the  battle  of 
Champion  Hills,  he  fell,  while  gallantly  leading  his 
company'  in  the  charge.  His  remains  were  buried 
upon  the  battle-field,  there  to  await  the  resurrec- 
tion at  the  last  day.  Previous  to  this,  he  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Farmingtou,  Tenu.,  luka 
and  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  which  he  had  command  of 
the  company',  his  Captain  acting  as  Major. 

Tlie  family  of  Mr.  Terry  were  all  Democrats, 
but  he  sa3's  that  he  was  a  natural  born  Whig,  and 
when  that  party  died,  he  attended  its  funeral  and 
then  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  an  organization  which  he  considers  has  the 
grandest  history  of  any  political  party  in  this  coun- 
try. In  1840  he  became  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  his  religious  views  are  the  same 
now  as  then,  although  he  holds  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Washington, 
and  loves  the  Church  and  its  members.  He  has  al- 
ways been  very  decided  in  his  temperance  views, 
and  has  probably  received  more  curses  than  cop- 
pers for  the  part  he  has  taken  in  that  cause.  He 
helped  organize  the  first  division  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance  in  Washington  County,  and  assisted 
in  the  First  Grand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars  in  the 
State  of  Iowa.  He  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity 
in  1851,  served  as  Master  in  Richmond  Lodge  No. 
96,  for  four  years,  and  attended  the  Grand  Lodge 
each  of  those  j-ears.  He  advanced  to  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terry  liave  had  eight 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mar- 
cus C.  lives  at  Brightun,  in  this  county,  and  is  a 
successful  practicing  physician;  Josie  married  D. 
S.  McConnaughey,  also  a  successful  practicing  phy- 
sician, and  lives  at  Avoca,  Iowa;  William  M.  is 
living  in  Washington,  engaged  in  the  family  gro- 
cery trade.     All  three  arc  native  born  lowans. 

Mr.  Terry  says  that  he  is  not  rich,  never  desired 

to  be,  but  has  enough,  though  sometimes  the  living 

was  pretty  rough.     The  great  ambition  of  his  life 

has  been  to  see  all  his  children  have  honjes  J^ncl  n 
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respectable  business  occupation,  which  ambition 
has  been  duly  realized.  As  stated  at  the  beginning 
of  this  sketch,  Mr.  Terry  is  a  pioneer  among  pio- 
neers. He  has  endured  all  the  trials  and  privations 
of  pioneer  life,  but  has  lived  to  see  the  country 
blossom  as  the  rose,  to  which  he  came  in  1837.  and 
made  the  first  surveying.  In  looking  back  over 
those  old  days,  one  can  but  wonder  at  the  courage 
necessary  to  cause  one  to  leave  the  comforts  of 
more  civilized  life,  and  endure  the  toils  and  priva- 
tions incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new  countrj*. 
But  to  such  men  as  Squire  Terry,  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  present  wealthy  count}'  of  Washing- 
ton is  due.  To  such,  the  present  generation  has 
good  reason  to  stand  uncovered  in  their  presence. 
A  fine  engraving  of  Mr.  Terry  is  found  in  con- 
nection with  this  sketch.  It  cannot  help  being  ap- 
preciated by  every  reader  of  the  Aluum. 


D.  MILLER  is  a  farmer,  stock-raiser  and 
siupper,  residing  on  section  2,  Oregon 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Clinton 
County,  Ind.,  born  l^eb.  19,  1830,  and  is 
the  son  of  Henry  and  Jane  (Diehl)  Miller,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  of  Irish  and 
German  descent.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county 
in  Indiana,  where  he  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  In  October, 
1855,  he  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  built 
a  small  house  14x16  feet,  which  is  still  standing, 
although  it  has  been  replaced  by  a  fine  residence. 
He  has  kept  adding  to  his  possessions  until  he  now 
owns  840  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  all  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Washington  County. 

Mr.  Miller  is  truly  a  self-made  man.  Starting 
in  life  in  limited  circumstances,  by  his  indomitable 
will,  energy  and  perseverance,  and  hard  labor,  as- 
sisted by  his  good  wife,  he  has  been  very  prosper- 
ous in  life.  Much  of  the  success  which  he  has  at- 
tained he  attributes  to  the  wise  counsel  of  his  wife, 
who  has  been  to  km  U^^^y  «!■  helpmeet,     He  wa§ 
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married  in  Clinton  County,  Ind.,  March  1),  1854, 
to  Miss  Maria  Lccklitner.  a  (laii<,diter  of  David  and 
Magduliiie  Leclilitner.  She  was  born  in  Clinton 
County,  Jan.  1,  1834.  They  have  had  by  this  un- 
ion six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  David 
H.  married  Kmraa  Pearson,  of  this  county;  Mag- 
daline  is  now  the  wife  of  Luke  James,  of  Warren 
County,  Iowa;  they  have  two  children,  Clarence 
and  Samuel.  Uilcy,  Madison  L.  and  Emma  It.  re- 
side at  home. 

From  small  beginnings  large  results  often  grow. 
Mr.  Miller  commenced  his  career  by  first  trading 
an  old  wagon  for  a  colt,  which  he  kept  one  year, 
and  then  traded  it  for  anotlier  colt,  which  he  kept 
till  it  was  two  years  old  and  then  sold  it  for  *l(i(). 
lie  then  put  the  filOO  received  for  the  colt  in  wheat 
and  cattle.  He  has  kept  buying  and  selling  up  to 
the  present  time,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
practical  men  in  Washington  County.  Although 
not  so  long  a  resident  of  the  county  as  many  others, 
he  has  3'et  been  closely  identified  with  it  for  almost 
a  third  of  a  century.  Few  men  are  better  known 
or  more  highly  respected.  Politically  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. Jlr.  Miller's  father,  Henry  Miller,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  enlisting  at  Rockbridge, 
Va. 


J'  L.  ilATTHEWS  is  a  notary  public  and 
general  collection  agent  at  Wellman,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  Iowa;  he  is  also  a  dealer  in 
school  books,  stationer}-,  ofUcial  blanks, 
notions,  confectionery,  cigars  and  tobacco.  He  was 
born  in  Columbus,  Bartholomew  Co.,  Ind.,  Jan.  24, 
1845,  and  is  the  son  of  William  Wesley  and  Harriet 
L.  (Downing)  Matthews,  the  former  a  native  of 
Tennessee  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  His  mother 
died  Feb.  9,  1845,  when  he  was  but  sixteen  days 
old.  He  was  then  taken  by  his  grandmother 
Downing,  with  whom  he  remained  until  nine  years 
of  age,  the  fan.ily  moving  in  the  meantime  to 
Martinsville,  Morgan  Co.,  Ind.  His  grandmother 
dying,  he  made  his  home  with  a  maiden  aunt, 
Miss  Judith  K.  Downing.  While  in  Martinsville, 
Ind.,  he  attended  the  common  schools  of  that  vill- 
age, the  only  educational  advantages  that  Ue  ever 


received.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  in  company  with 
this  maiden  aunt,  and  her  brotiier,  W.  A.  Downing, 
and  his  famil}',  he  removed  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  landing  at  Wassonville  May  27,  1854. 

On  coming  to  this  county,  the  family  settled 
upon  a  farm,  and  in  tiie  discharge  of  the  various 
duties  required  in  farm  life  J.  L.  Matthews  was  en- 
gaged until  Sept.  1,  18G2,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co. 
F,  1st  Iowa  \o\.  Cav.,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  participating  in  all  the  engagements  of 
tlie  regiment,  the  first  of  which  after  his  enlistment 
was  at  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  18G2.  It  was 
next  at  the  capture  of  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  moonlight  charges  near  Jackson, 
Mo.,  and  in  the  three  da^-s'  running  fight  at  Crow- 
ley's Ridge,  Mo.,  and  also  in  the  capture  of  Baj-ou 
Metairc  and  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Sept.  10,  1803.  On 
March  30,  iat!4,  it  was  at  Spoonville,  Ark.,  and 
there  had  an  engagement.  Its  next  one  was  on 
April  2,  1864,  where  Ihey  met  2,700  of  the  enemy 
at  Antoine,  Ark.,  and  had  a  running  fight  for  five 
miles,  followed  by  the  fight  at  the  Little  Missouri 
River,  where  they  lost  thirtj'-nine  killed  and 
wounded.  It  w.is  also  engaged  at  Prairie  D'Anne, 
known  as  the  "Artillery  Duel,"  and  the  regiment 
was  the  first  to  enter  the  works  at  that  place,  and 
also  participated  in  the  capture  of  Camden,  after 
which  it  was  sent  to  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Matthews  veteranized, 
and  on  the  3d  of  May,  1864,  with  that  part  of  the 
regiment  which  re-enlisted,  he  returned  to  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  where  he  arrived  M.aj'  17,  received  a 
thirt}'  days'  furlough,  and  came  home  on  a  visit. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  furlough,  lie  rejoined  his 
regiment  and  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  being 
placed  on  guard  dut}'  along  the  line  of  the  North- 
ern Missouri  Railwav,  until  Oct.  1,  1864,  when  the 
regiment  met  Price,  who  was  then  on  his  northern 
raid,  and  completely'  routed  him,  driving  him  out 
of  the  State.  It  was  then  sent  to  Jefferson  City, 
Mo.,  where  it  was  stationed  at  the  time  of  the  Presi- 
dential election  in  that  j'ear,  and  where  the  regi- 
ment had  the  pleasure  of  casting  its  vote  for  the 
martj'r  President,  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  December, 
1864,  tlie  regiment  was  sent  to  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
and  on  the  22d  of  January,  1865,  assisted  in  the 
capture  of  many  prisoners  at  Camden,  Ark, 
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Returning  to  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  tlie  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  re.iching  tliat  place  in 
February,  1 8G5,  there  to  operate  against  the  guerrilla 
Forest.  It  then  formed  a  part  of  an  expedition 
sent  to  Grenada,  Miss.,  and  en  route,  while  near 
Riple}',  on  the  Tallahatchie  River,  again  had  an  en- 
gagement with  Gen.-  Forest,  and  after  a  brisk  fight, 
again  routed  him.  Returning  to  Jleraphi.'i  April 
3,  18l!5,  the  available  portion  of  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Collierville,  Tenn.,  its  time  being  spent  in 
scouting  until  the  15th  of  June,  when  it  again  re- 
turned to  Memphis,  where  it  received  marching 
orders  for  Texas.  Embarking  on  transports  at 
Memphis  for  Alexandria,  La.,  the  regiment  reported 
to  Gen.  Custer  on  the  23d  of  June,  and  there  the 
General  issued  his  never-to-be-forgotten  Orders 
Nos.  2  and  15,  which  should  any  violate,  they  were 
to  receive  sixty  lashes  and  have  their  heads  shaved. 
While  at  Alexandria  Mr.  Matthews  witnessed  the 
execution  of  a  deserter,  who  was  required  to  take 
his  seat  upon  his  coffin,  and  twelve  men  ordered  to 
tire.  Four  balls  entered  his  body,  killing  him  in- 
stantly. About  the  10th  of  October,  1865,  the 
regiment  left  Alexandria  for  Austin,  Tex.  AVhile 
on  that  trip,  at  Hempstead,  Tex.,  General  Orders 
Nos.  2  and  15  were  enforced  on  two  men  of  the 
2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  two  of  the  7th  Indiana 
Cavalry,  and  two  of  the  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  each 
receiving  sixty  lashes  and  having  his  head  shaved. 
On  the  night  after  the  execution  of  said  order. 
Gen.  Custer's  tent  was  completely  riddled  with 
bullets.  The  regiment  arrived  at  Austin  Nov.  4, 
1865,  where  it  remained  until  Feb.  15,  1866,  at 
which  time  it  was  mustered  out  of  service,  and  on 
the  19th  of  February,  started  home  by  way  of  Gal- 
veston, New  Orleans,  Cairo,  111.,  and  thence  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  where  it  arrived  M.arch  1 2,  and 
remained  a  few  days,  the  men  then  receiving  their 
discharge. 

Mr.  Matthews  then  returned  home,  and  soon  after 
engaged  in  clerking  in  a  store.  On  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, 18G6,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Martha  J.  Lockard,  who  was  born  Feb.  16,  1848, 
and  a  daughter  of  William  Lockard.  She  died 
May  13,  1872,  leaving  two  children:  Nettie  L.,  born 
Sept.  6,  1867,  and  William  McC,  born  Jan.  13, 
1870;  the  latter  is  now  making  his  home  with  his 
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grandfather  Lockard,  who  resides  near  Medicine 
Lodge,  Kan.  Our  subject  was  again  united  in  mar- 
riage, with  Miss  Emeline  Mathews,  born  Oct.  23, 
1854,  and  the  daughter  of  James  H.  and  Hannah 
D.  (Baxter)  Mathews,  the  forinera  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  latter  of  England.  One  child  has 
been  born  to  them,  Cliarles  Wesley,  April  17,  1875. 
Mrs.  Matthews  met  with  a  serious  accident  Jan.  1 , 
1887.  By  reason  of  a  broken  switch,  a  train  on 
which  she  was  riding  was  wrecked,  and  in  the  acci- 
dent her  left  arm  and  collar  bone  were  broken.  She 
was  also  severely  bruised  about  the  head  and  face. 
From  the  effects  of  this  accident  she  has  never  fully 
recovered. 

Mr.  Matthews  is  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  Lime  Creek  Township,  and  has  frequently  been 
honored  b}^  his  fellow-citizens  with  local  offices. 
In  March,  1887,  he  was  elected  Slayor  of  tiie  village 
of  Wellman,  which  office  he  continues  to  hold  at 
this  date.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  also  of  the  G.  A.  R.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 


EV.  T.  A.  H.  WYLIE  was  born  in  Logan 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1854,  and  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  P.  H. 
fcjjjWylie.  His  father  is  a  minister  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  a  native  of  Mus- 
kingum Count}',  Ohio,  born  in  1822.  His  mother, 
Mrs.  Mary  (George)  W3'lie,  was  born  in  the  same 
county.  They  were  married  in  1844.  Rev.  P.  H. 
Wylie  was  a  graduate  of  Geneva  College,  which 
was  moved  to  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  At  that  time  the 
college  had  a  theological  deijartment,  and  Mr. 
Wylie  finished  his  course  there.  He  then  com- 
menced his  labors  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  where  he  re- 
mained six  years,  then  went  to  Ruslitown,  Pa., 
where  he  spent  twenty  years,  and  then  ten  years  at 
Macedon,  Ohio.  In  1887  he  located  at  Sterling, 
Rice  Co.,  Kan.,  where  he  still  continues  in  the 
ministry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wylie  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Mattie 
R.,  a  graduate  of  Geneva  College,  at  present  living 
in  Syria,  where  she  has  been  engaged  in  mission- 
ary work  for  twelve  years;  Rev.  J.  R.  Wylie,  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Muncie,  Pa.,  and  a  gradii- 
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ate  of  Geneva  College;  Ucv.  .1.  II.  Wylie,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Geneva  College,  now  residing  in  Olathe, 
Kan.;  John  H.,  at  home,  and  Kcv.  T.  A.  H.  Wylie, 
our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Logan 
County,  Ohio,  receiving  his  education  in  the  Acad- 
emy at  Rushsylvania,  Logan  Co.,  Ohio,  and  gradu- 
ated in  the  Class  of  l><75,  at  Geneva  College.  He 
then  attended  the  Ueformed  Presbyterian  Seminary, 
at  Allegheny,  taking  a  course  of  four  years  in  the 
Theological  .School  at  that  plnce.  He  was  ordained 
on  the  5th  of  December,  1882.  In  June,  1882,  he 
received  a  call  to  Washington,  where  he  has  since 
tilled  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  lie  was 
married  in  Ohio,  Feb.  18,  1883,  to  Mattie  Murray, 
the  daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  Murray,  of 
jNIesico,  Ohio.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wylie  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  daughter,  Elizabeth. 
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^  A.  SAVILLE,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  sec- 
tion 2,  township  75,  range  8,  is  a  native  of 
Greene  Couut}%  Ohio,  born  in  1831,  and  a 
_  son  of  Samuel  and  Ann  Savillc,  both  natives 
of  Mrginia,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1827,  and 
were  pioneers  of  Greene  County.  His  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  1851, 
aged  fifty-nine  years.  His  mother  die<I  in  1872, 
aged  eight}-  years.  They  were  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  a  common-school  education.  He  was 
married,  in  18G1,  to  Keturah  G.  Si)liar,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Greene  County,  and  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Smith)  Sphar.  Tliey  are  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children  :  Emma  R.,  the  wife  of  Pear- 
son Hartman.  n(  Franklin  Township;  Martha  B., 
tiiewifeof  William  Palmer,  of  Cedar  Township: 
Alice  S.,  wife  of  William  T.  Eckles,  of  Washington 
Townsliip:  Willian;  S.  and  James  O.,  at  home; 
Bertie  N.  died  in  September,  1878,  aged  one  year 
and  nine  months;  Myrtle  M.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Saville  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
in  187G,  and  settled  on  section  2,  attachment  to 
Franklin  Towiislii[),  where  he  owns  2-'!2  acres  of 
landj  which  makes  a  well-improved  farm.  He  and 
4» 


his  family  are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  Trustee  of  the  township  one  term. 
Mr.  Saville  is  operating  a  stone  quarry,  and  gives 
employment  to  one  man  all  the  time.  The  quarry 
furnishes  a  superior  (piality  of  luillding  stone. 
There  are  also  several  line  springs  on  iiis  place,  some 
of  which  have  medicinal  qualities.  In  addition  to 
general  farming,  lie  raises  a  good  grade  of  cattle 
and  horses. 

Mr.  Saville  commenced  life  a  poor  boy  and  made 
all  that  he  now  enjoys  by  his  own  efforts.  He  is  an 
enterprising  man,  and  believes  in  doing  all  that  can 
be  done  for  the  advancement  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  In  addition  to  the  farm  on  which 
he  lives,  he  is  the  owner  of  IGO  acres  in  Pike  Coun- 
ty,  111. 

C.  SCHEIB.  of  the  firm  of  Scheib  A  Lea- 
sure,  Wellman,  is  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  born  May  3,  1 SG 1 ,  and  is  the 
son  of  Charles  and  i\Iary  (Klockentivger) 
Scheib,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany. 
Charles  Scheib  was  born  in  1828,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1849,  landing  in  New  York,  where 
he  remained  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  Racine, 
Wis.  He  was  a  baker  bj'  trade,  and  engaged  at 
that  occupation  in  Racine  until  his  removal  to  HIack 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1851,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  there  remained  until  1855,  when  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  Washington  County,  and  in 
company  with  his  father  and  brothers,  purchased 
IGO  .acres  of  land,  and  improved  the  same.  This 
farm  afterward  passed  entirely  under  his  control, 
and  to  it  he  added  b}'  subsequent  purch:ise  until  he 
had  a  farm  of  200  acres,  all  under  good  improve- 
ment. 

Charles  and  Mary  Scheib  have  had  nine  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living:  H.  C,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Charles,  who  married  \'iola  Ilutfman,  of 
Washington  Countj' ;  Lyda,  a  teacher;  Katie,  Ida, 
and  Johan.  The  deceased  were  Minnie,  Albert 
and  an  infant.  Charles  Sdieib  is  a  public-spirited 
man,  one  who  stands  well  in  the  community  where 
he  resides.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  which  his  wife  is  also  con-  ,, 
uected,  and  is  always  ready  to  give  of  his  time  and 
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money  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Church,  and 
all  public  matters. 

H.  C.  Scheib,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools,  which  he  attended  from  time 
to  time  until  nineteen  years  of  .age.  He  then  went 
to  Pottawattamie  Countj%  Iowa,  and  engaged  with 
Pat  McCarty  on  his  farm,  remaining  with  him  four 
months.  He  then  went  to  Denver,  Col.,  where  he 
remained  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  Webster 
Station,  where  he  engaged  as  a  hand  in  a  sawmill 
for  fibout  six  months.  From  Webster  Station  he 
went  to  Georgetown,  and  then  to  Leadville,  where 
he  worked  in  a  charcoal  camp  for  eight  months. 
Having  seen  enough  of  the  West,  he  returned  home 
and  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  Nov.  24, 
1885,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  C.  Lea- 
sure,  and  bought  the  establishment  formerly  owned 
by  AVilliam  Voss.  The  firm  now  carries  a  full  line 
of  dry-goods,  boots  and  shoes,  hats  and  caps, 
groceries  and  queensware,  their  stock  being  valued 
at  about  $8,000.  The  motto  of  the  firm  is  ".as  cheap 
as  the  cheapest."  By  fair  and  honest  dealing  thej' 
have  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  have 
built  up  a  splendid  trade.  The  firm  is  always  in 
the  market  for  the  purchase  of  farm  produce,  for 
which  they  pay  the  highest  price.  A  town  com- 
posed of  such  men  as  Mr.  Scheib  will  always  pros- 
per. Industrious,  energetic,  and  with  a  desire  to 
please,  he  will  at  all  times  make  and  retain  friends. 

^ ^^ ^ 


•^  ANIEL  YOCKEY,  lumber  dealer,  at  Brigh- 
ton, has  been  a  resident  of  Washington 
County  since  1842.  He  is  a  native  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  born  April  10, 
1818,  and  is  the  son  of  George  an(.l  Susan  (Hay) 
Yockej-,  the  former  of  Swiss,  and  the  Latter  of  Ger- 
man descent.  In  the  winter  of  1831-32  the  family 
went  to  St.ark,  now  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  where 
the  father  followed  his  occupation  as  carpenter. 
They  were  highlj-  respected  people,  honest  in  all 
their  dealings,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  all.  The  mother  w.as  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  was  a  sincere  Christian 
woman.     They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 


five  of  whom  are  living:  Daniel,  of  this  sketch; 
Henry,  of  Glen  wood,  Iowa;  Susan,  the  vvidow  of  J. 
Nicum,  who  now  resides  in  Wayne  County,  Iowa; 
Christian,  residing  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Christopher  Fishline,  of  New  Lisbon, 
Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  very  limited 
education  in  the  log  school-house,  and  well  remem- 
bers the  old  building  with  its  floor  p.artially  covered 
with  puncheons,  and  slab  seats.  In  1832  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1837.  He  then  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
v.ania  and  there  remained  until  the  fall  of  1839, 
when  he  went  to  Fairfield,  Waj'ne  Co.,  111.,  and 
staid  there  until  Feb.  23,  1841,  when  he  started  for 
Iowa  City,  Iowa,  going  by  w.ay  of  Nauvoo,  H.an- 
cock  Co.,  111.,  at  that  time  the  headquarters  of  the 
Mormons,  and  at  a  time  when  there  was  consider- 
able trouble  between  the  Mormons  and  the  Gentiles. 
He  remained  in  Nauvoo  one  week,  stopping  with 
Sidney  Rigdon,  who  was  without  doubt  the  brains 
of  Mormonism.  He  had  formerly  been  a  Baptist 
preacher,  was  well  read,  and  a  man  of  great  oratori- 
cal ability.  Leaving  Nauvoo,  Mr.  Yockey  crossed 
the  river  at  Ft.  Madison,  and  then  went  on  foot  to 
Iowa  City,  where  he  obtained  employment  at  his 
trade  of  carpentering.  In  1842  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington, Iowa,  where  he  eng.aged  in  building  and 
contracting.  He  there  assisted  in  the  erection  of 
the  second  court-house,  and  other  public  buildings. 

In  1 844,  our  subject  went  back  to  Ohio,  where  he 
married  Jane  B.  Kilgore,  in  Tuscarawas  County. 
She  was  born  in  Belmont  County,  that  State.  He 
then  returned  to  Washington,  accompanied  by  his 
bride,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  the 
county.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  living  chil- 
dren: Grezilda,  wife  of  J.  G.  lloskin;  John  K.,  of 
Washington  ;  Jeanette,  the  wife  of  N.  S.  Waterman, 
of  Spink  County,  Dak.;  Susan  N.,  Martin  M.,  Mag- 
gie B.,  otBrighton.  In  1S71  Mr.  Yocke}'  came  to 
Brighton,  where  he  superintended  a  lumber-yard 
for  John  Messener,  and  in  1874  embarked  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  and  is  still  engaged  in  the  same. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yockey  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  Brighton.  His  first  vote 
for  President  was  cast  for  Gen.  Harrison,  but  in 
faith    he  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and  for 
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several  years  afterward  did  not  vote,  but  cast  his 
vote  for  Abraham  Liacohi  for  Tresideut  in  18G0. 
He  is  thankful  that  he  has  lived  to  see  the  day  when 
slavery  is  abolished  in  the  country'.  While  not  hav- 
ing acquired  the  wealth  of  some  persons,  Mr.  Yocke}' 
has,  nevertheless,  been  successful  in  life,  and  is  now 
chissed  among  the  well-to-do  business  men  of 
Brighton  and  Washington  Countj'. 
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lEORGE  GLIDER,  section  20.  Lime  Creek 
Township,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He 
was  born  in  llrie  County,  N,  Y.,  Oct.  15, 
1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Schears) 
Glider,  both  natives  of  Germany.  They  emigrated 
to  America  in  an  early  day,  and  located  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  about  five  years,  then  pur- 
ch.ased  a  small  farm  near  that  city,  upon  which  they 
resided  for  eighteen  years,  when  they  came  to  Iowa, 
in  1858,  and  bought  thirty-five  acres  of  land  on 
section  20,  Lime  Creek  Township,  Washington 
County,  where  they  reared  nine  children,  namely  : 
Dorothy,  deceased ;  Henry,  a  resident  of  Wellman ; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Bowers,  residing  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  George,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Philip,  a  farmer  in  Lime  Creek  Township;  Jacob,  a 
resident  of  Wellman ;  Christ,  also  a  resident  of  Well- 
man;  Peter,  a  miner  in  Idaho;  Charles  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  father  died  Oct.  5, 1 8G5.  He  was  a  stone- 
mason by  trade,  and  an  industrious  and  upright 
man.  The  mother  died  June  1:3,  1881.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  the 
farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  common  schools, 
until  18G2,  when  he  enlisted  in  Washington,  March 
13,  in  Co.  H,  7th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  for  three  years. 
He  first  went  to  Muscatine,  then  to  Davenport, 
where  the  regiment  took  boats  for  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, from  there  to  Corinth,  where  Mr.  Glider  was 
taken  sick  and  sent  back  to  Shiloh,  at  which  place 
he  lay  sick  with  fever  and  smallpox  for  some  time. 
He  was  offered  a  furlough  which  he  refused,  and, 
as  soon  as  he  was  able,  returned  to  the  regiment  at 
Camp  Montgomer}',  near  Corinth.  From  there 
they  went  to  La  Grange,  Miss.,  and  thence  to 
Moscow,  from    which    place    they    went  back    to 
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Corinth.  The  regiment  then  participated  in  the 
raid  after  Gen.  Forest,  then  went  to  Bethel  and  from 
there  to  Middle  Tennessee,  where,  in  the  winter  of 
18(>3,  it  veteranized,  and  Mr.  Glider  enlisted  for 
three  years  more.  He  then  returned  home  on  a 
furlough  of  thirty  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
rejoined  his  regiment  at  Nashville,  going  bj' way  of 
Keokuk  and  the  Cumberland  River.  From  Nash- 
ville they  went  successively  to  Pulaski,  Elk  River, 
Ala. :  Iluntsvillc,  Chattanooga,  Brand's  Roost,  and 
then  with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea. 
The  regiment  was  the  first  to  cross  the  pontoons  at 
Marietta,  Ga.,  making  a  charge  in  whicli  they  drove 
out  the  rebels,  and  captured  two  cannon,  but  in 
about  fifteen  minutes  lost  ninety-five  men.  From 
there  the}'  went  to  Atlanta,  and  from  Atlanta  were 
sent  back  to  Rome,  then  ordered  back  to  Atlanta, 
where  they  arrived  just  in  time  to  see  the  enemy 
leaving,  when  they  were  again  ordered  to  Rome, 
where  they  resumed  the  march  to  Atlanta  and 
Macon,  following  the  Macon  &  Columbus  Railroad, 
destroying  the  road.  They  next  went  to  Savannah, 
and  from  there  to  Columbus,  S.  C,  where,  after 
making  the  march  of  160  miles,  they  made  a  suc- 
cessful cliarge,  driving  the  enemj'  through  South 
Carolina  into  North  Carolina,  skirmishing  as  they 
went,  until  tliej'  reached  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  From 
there  they  went  to  Raleigh,  N.  C,  then  continued 
the  march  to  Richmond,  Va.,  and  on  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  the}'  were  found  among  Sherman's 
brave  boys  in  the  grand  review.  The  regiment 
afterward  went  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  then  by 
steamer  to  Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  to  Michigan  City 
and  Chicago,  and  from  there  to  Davenport,  where 
Mr.  Glider  received  his  discharge,  after  serving 
three  j-ears  and  four  months.  He  then  returned 
home  to  Washington  County,  and  resumed  his  oc- 
cupation of  farming.  He  purchased  thirty  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  has  since  added,  and  now  owns  a 
farm  of  105  acres,  all  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. His  horses  and  cattle  are  of  the  best,  and 
in  the  last  few  years  he  has  in  the  season  turned 
his  attention  to  threshing  grain. 

On  the  30th  day  of  December,  186."),  Mr.  Glider 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Myra  Ferguson, 
who  was  born  Aug.  3,  1847,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Reed)   Ferguson,  natives 
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of  New  York.  They  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren— Sarah  C,  Nettie  M.,  Slierman  W.,  John  B., 
Albert  W.,  Mary  C,  Myra  L.and  Eva  F.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Glider  are  members  of  the  ^Evangelical 
Church. 


\f^^  J.  E1CHELBERGP:R,  County  Auditor  of 
I  jl)  Washington  County,  was  born  in  Cumber- 
^^^  laud  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  17,  1845,  and  is 
^""^  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Eberly) 

Eichelberger,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  an  engineer  bj' 
trade,  and  died  many  years  ago,  leaving  a  widow 
with  five  small  children.  Mrs.  Eichelberger  subse- 
quently married  Samuel  Cocklin,  and  in  1859  came 
west  with  her  husband  and  children,  locating  in 
Brighton  Townsliip,  Washington  County,  where 
they  remained  for  a  time,  and  then  moved  into 
Marion  Township,  same  county.  Mrs.  Eichelberger 
was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  died  in 
the  faith  in  1  883. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  on  coming 
to  Iowa,  being-  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  assisted  upon 
the  farm  till  February,  1864,  when  he  could  no 
longer  resist  the  repeated  calls  made  by  President 
Lincoln  for  more  men,  and  therefore  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Co.  I,  loth  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  continuing 
with  the  regiment  till  the  22d  of  July,  1 864,  when 
he  was  taken  sick,  and  receiving  a  furlough,  re- 
turned home  to  recuperate.  While  he  was  at  home, 
Sherman  started  on  his  celebrated  march  to  the  sea, 
and,  when  he  was  able,  he  reported  to  Gen.  Thora.as 
at  Nashville,  and  participated  in  the  battle  .at  that 
place,  where  the  General  won  a  notable  victory 
over  the  rebel  Gen.  Hood.  From  N.ashville  he  w.as 
sent  to  Buford,  N.  C,  where  he  participated  in  the 
engagGjnent  at  Kingston,  N.  C.  He  rejoined  his 
regimental  Goldsljoro,  N.  C,  .and  moved  with  it 
to  Raleigh,  and  then  to  Durham  Station,  where 
Johnson  surrendered.  The  regiment  next  pro- 
ceeded to  W.ashington  and  participated  in  the  gr.and 
review.  From  Washington  the  regiment  was  sent 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  it  was  mustered  out  July 
"20,  1865,  Mr.  Eichelberger  receiving  his  dischiirge 
at  Davenport,  July  28,  1865. 


Returning  to  W.ashington  County,  he  again  re- 
sumed his  occupation  of  farming,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued till  llie  fall  of  1883,  when  lie  was  elected 
Auditor  of  the  county,  and  was  re-elected  in  1885, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term.  As  an  officer, 
he  is  quite  popular,  being  accommodating  and 
pleasant  at  all  times.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican of  the  stanch  kind,  who  "votes  the  ticket  spring 
and  fall."  and  has  that  confidence  in  the  party  which 
saved  the  Union,  that  it  is  still  cap.able  of  adminis- 
tering its  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  I.  G.  White 
Post  No.  108,  G.  A.  R.,  and  feels  hapi)y  in  the  won- 
derful growth  and  prosperitj'  of  the  order.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  tlie  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

In  1867  Mr.  Eichelberger  was  united  in  marriage 
witli  Miss  Annie  L.  Esslej',  a  native  of  Indiana, 
and  daughter  of  W.  L.  Essley.  By  tiiis  union  there 
have  been  three  children,  two  now  living — William 
L.  and  Bessie. 


'  DWARD  S.  FREELAND  is  eng.aged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  11, 

)  Oregon  Township.     He  is  a  native  of   Pike 

County,  Ohio,  born  Jan.  1,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Aurilla  (Carr)  Freeland.  In  1846  the 
family  moved  from  Ohio  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa, 
where  Jacob  Freeland  died  in  1851,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  His  widow  is  still  living  in  Louisa 
County,  and  is  now  a  remarkably  well  preserved 
woman  of  eighty-five  years.  Willi  the  exception 
of  failing  eyesight,  she  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  fair 
health,  and  did  her  own  household  work  till  the 
fiiU  of  1886. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  parents 
to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  when  in  his  thirteentli  3'ear. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  has  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  thus  far  through  life.  At  the  time  of  the 
settlement  of  the  family  in  Louisa  County,  the 
country  was  new,  and  for  several  years  our  subject 
was  engaged  in  breaking  prairie  with  ox-teams, 
working  .as  many  as  sixteen  yolce  of  oxen  to  a  plow, 
which  made  a  28-inch  furrow.  In  1857,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Godfrey,  a 
daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Ninette  Godfrey,  both  of 
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whom  were  natives  of  Maryland.  She  was  born  in 
1831.  The}'  have  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Elmine,  the  wife  of  George  W. 
West;  Nettie,  the  wife  of  William  Marston ;  John  K., 
Isaac,  William  O.  and  Aurilla. 

Politically,  Mr.  Freeland  is  a  Republican.  He 
comes  of  patriotic  stock,  his  paternal  grand fallior 
servingjin  the  Revolutionary  War,  while  his  fatlicr 
was  a  soldier  in  the  "War  of  1812.  In  1859  Mr. 
Freeland  came  with  his  young  wife  to  AV'ashington 
Count}',  and  remained  one  year.  He  then  moved 
just  over  the  line  to  Louisa  County,  where  he  re- 
mained five  years,  then  returned  to  Washington 
County,  and  settled  upon  his  present  farm,  which 
consists  of  100  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved,  lie  is  a 
man  who  stands  well  among  his  neighbors,  is  con- 
tent with  his  lot,  and  believes  in  a  good  home,  ,A(; 
temperance  man,  he  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  tbeen-; 
forcenient  of  the  prohibitory  law. 


JOHN  W.  SANDS,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  24,  Oregon  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  born  in  Monroe  County,  March 
22,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  R.  and 
Rosanna  (Henderson)  Sands.  Benjamin  R.  Sands 
is  a  native  of  Washington  Count}',  Tenn.,  and  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  In  his  native  State  he  was 
united  in  marri.age,  in  1835,  in  ]\Ionroe  Countj', 
with  Miss  Rosanna  Henderson,  also  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  born  in  Blount  County,  and  of  Irish  de- 
scent. They  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
in  the  spring  of  1851,  and  were  therefore  numbered 
among  the  earliest  settlers. 

Mr.  Sands  entered  IGO  .acres  of  laud,  which  he 
put  under  cultivation  and  greatly  improved,  and 
on  which  he  remained  until  1880,  when  he  went  to 
the  village  of  Ainsworth,  and  there  lived  a  retired 
life.  Mrs.  Sands  died  there  .June  20, 1887,  leaving 
an  aged  and  devoted  husband,  with  several  chil- 
dren and  many  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  She 
was  a  kind  and  an  affectionate  wife,  and  an  indul- 
gent and  loving  mother;  a  sincere  Christian  woman ; 
u   a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church;  in 


the  faith  of  her  fathers  she  died,  and  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  rest  that  comes  to  the  righteous.  Since  the 
death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Sands  has  made  his  home 
with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  as  a  citizen  is  respected 
by  all.  Numbered  among  the  representative  pio- 
neers of  Washington  Count}',  he  has  witnessed  all 
the  changes  that  have  been  made  in  its  develop- 
ment, and  now,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  awaits  the  summons  to  come  up  higher. 
Benjamin  R.  and  Rosanna  Sands  reared  a  family  of 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living :  John  W. ; 
Margaret,  wife  of  J.  F.  R.  Leonard,  a  sketch,  of 
whom  will  be  found  in  this  work;  Joseph  P.,  of 
Hamilton  County,  Iowa;  Samuel  A.,  of  this  town- 
ship; James,  also  in  Oregon  Township;  the  de- 
CQjised  is  Nancy  J. 

■i'^rhe  'subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Washington 
C't)U'ntyj  Iowa,  with  his  parents  in  1851.  Here  he 
grew  tcj  manhood,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  adopted  county,  and  in  early  life 
wila  required  to  do  his  share  of  the  farm  work. 
His  whole  life  has  been  spent  upon  a  farm,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years,  when  he  was  engaged 
with  others  in  helping  to  put  down  the  most  gigan- 
tic and  unholy  rebellion  that  w.is  ever  known.  He 
enlisted  in  September,  1861,  in  Co.  C,  11th  Iowa 
\'ol  Inf.  lie  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  first  and 
second  Corintii,  the  Vicksburg  and  Atlanta  cam- 
paigns, and  in  various  minor  eng.agements.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  G.aylesville,  Ala.,  and  honorably 
disch.arged  at  tlie  same  place.  Returning  to  his 
home  on  receiving  his  discharge,  he  again  resumed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  in  which  business  he 
has  been  fairly  successful. 

Mr.  Sands  was  married  in  Louisa  County,  in  1864, 
to  Martha  A.  Shaw,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Jlary  (Riddle)  Shaw,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  1856. 
She  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Tenn.,  Nov.  23, 
1 8-1.').  The}'  have  by  this  union  four  children — 
Eva  J.,  Samuel  B.,  Francis  G.  and  Alv.i.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sands  are  members  of  the  United  Presbyter- 
ian Church.  Their  three  oldest  children  are  also 
members  of  that  body.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
a  Republican.  He  h.as  held  the  ollice  of  Township 
Trustee,  and  other  minor  local  oflices.  Mr.  Sands 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of 
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Oregon  Township;  he  is  a  man  universally  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him.  Commencing  life  in  limited 
circumstances,  by  industry  and  economy,  assisted 
by  his  wife,  he  has  acquired  a  nice  property,  and 
his  farm  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  town- 
ship. 

ll?  YMAN  H.  GILBERT,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
I  (^  raiser,  on  section  4,  Franklin  Township,  is  a 
/l^Yi  son  of  Reuben  and  Mary  A.  (Gype)  Gil- 
bert, a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  was  born  in  Licking  County',  Ohio, 
and  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  when  but 
two  years  of  age.  They  came  through  in  a  one- 
horse  wagon.  Lyman  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  when  old  enough  assisted  in  its  cultiva- 
tion, in  the  meantime  attending  school  as  the  op- 
portunity offered.  In  1877  he  went  to  Shelby 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  which  he  cultivated  till  1880,  when, 
by  the  desire  of  his  parents,  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  purchased  a  small  farm  adjoining  that 
of  his  father,  where  he  still  continues  to  reside.  He 
was  married,  in  1874,  to  Miss  May  A.  De  Groff,  a 
native  of  Illinois,  born  near  Freeisort.  They  have 
three  children — Ella,  Ollie  and  Katie.  Mr.  Gilbert 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican.  In  addition  to  general  farming  Mr. 
Gilbert  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  cattle.  The 
farm  now  consists  of  eighty -two  acres,  all  of  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiv.ition. 


ON.  BOZELL  F.  TIPTON,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Cedar  Township,  a  fine  portrait  of 
whom  appears  upon  the  opposite  page,  is  a 
IJ^  native  of  Franklin  County.  Ohif),  born  .June 
27,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Melinda 
(Denison)  Tipton,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
the  latter  of  Kentuckj-.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio  and  Illi- 
nois. In  1838  the  family  moved  from  Ohio  to  Ful- 
ton County,  111.,  and  then  removed  to  Knox  County, 
111.     Here   our   subject  grew   to   manhood,  and  in 


1851  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  set- 
tled on  the  present  site  of  West  Chester,  where  he 
rented  land  for  one  year,  and  then  bought  240  acres 
of  land  on  section  7,  Cedar  Township,  and  section 
24  of  Lime  Creek  Township.  He  built  a  house  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  7,  Cedar  Township, 
improved  the  land,  and  there  lived  until  the  spring 
of  1858,  when  he  bought  120  acres  on  secti(m  17, 
Cedar  Township,  where  he  now  owns  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  in  the  county.  That  same 
year  he  also  purchased  ten  acres  of  timber  on  sec- 
tion 28.  He  owns  457^  acres  of  land,  all  of  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  a  good 
dwelling-house,  fine  barns  and  other  out-buildings. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

Mr.  Tipton  was  married,  July  5,  1849,  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Jackson,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
and  the  daughtei'  of  John  Jackson.  They  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children :  Israel  now  resides  in 
the  Indian  Territory,  and  is  engaged  in  stock-rais- 
ing; John  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Cedar  Township; 
Florence  is  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Gardner,  also  of 
Cedar  Township;  Alvonzo  is  engaged  in  stock-rais- 
ing in  the  Indian  Territory ;  David  is  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Smith  County,  Kan. ;  Myrtle  and  Ilazzard 
are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs!  Tipton  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  18G2,  when  the  call  was  made  by  President 
Lincoln  for  more  men,  Mr.  Tipton  enlisted  in  Co. 
A,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  as  Sergeant  served  till 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Arkansas  Post,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Chat- 
tanooga, Atlanta,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  the 
march  to  the  sea,  and  in  the  last  engagement  of  the 
war,  at  Bentonsville,  N.  C.  After  participatnig  in 
the  grand  review  .at  Washington,  he  was  mustered 
out  with  his  regimeut,  June  6,  1865.  He  then  re- 
turned home  and  at  once  resumed  farming,  in  which 
occupation  he  has  since  been  engaged.  As  might 
well  be  expected,  Mr.  Tipton  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, one  who  firmly  believes  in  the  principles  ad- 
vocated by  that  part}'.  He  has  been  honored  by 
his  friends  and  neighbors  with  various  township 
offices,  and  in  1885  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-first  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  and  as  such  served  with  credit  to  himself  and 
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his  constituents,  being  upon  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant committees  in  the  Lower  House.  While 
this  work  was  in  preparation  he  was  renominated 
for  the  same  position,  which  is  proof  of  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  lield  by  tlie  partj'.  He  is  also  a 
strong  advocate  of  prohibition,  and  of  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law.  On  coming  to  this  county,  Mr. 
Tipton  was  in  limited  circumstances,  but  he  has  by 
hard  work,  assisted  liy  his  faitliful  wife,  accumu- 
lated sufficient  property  to  render  tliem  comforta- 
ble during  tlie  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  to  am- 
ply provide  for  their  chiUlren.  Socially'  he  is  es- 
teemed I)}'  all. 

.I(Miallian  Tipton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  died 
at  the  residence  of  his  son  in  KSSa,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  3'ears.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability  and  served  as  .Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  his  township  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-one  j'cars.  She  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

ylLLlS  RUSH,  deceased,  was  born  Sept.  21, 
1808,  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
the  son  of  David  and  Mary  (.Skinner) 
Rush,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
of  Welsh  descent.  He  was  reared  a  farmer,  but 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  worked  at 
till  fortj'  years  old,  then  went  on  a  farm,  which  occu- 
pation he  followed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  On  the 
3d  day  of  .July,  183G,  hewas  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  lioden,  daughter  of  .lames  and 
Catherine  (Page)  Boden,  the  former  of  English  and 
the  latter  of  German  descent.  She  was  born  in 
Penns3'lv.'iuia,  Feb.  22,  ISlti.  They  have  had  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living:  Sylvester 
married  Jennie  S.  Spear;  they  have  two  children — 
Harr}'  S.  and  Mary  G.  Natlianiel  married  Nettie 
Hainer;they  have  seven  children — Willis,  Mary, 
Freddy  and  Edilie  (twins),  Mattie  and  Minnie,  with 
one  deceased,  EUie.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  C3'rus 
W.  Chrisnian,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Simeon  mar- 
ried Katie  Sigafoos,  and  h.as  one  child,  (ilenn; 
iSamantha  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Allen   Brown,  of  Ne- 


braska ;  they  have  one  child,  Ethel.  Ella  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  William  E.  Patterson,  of  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa; 
Catherine  married  Simon  Cool,  and  died  leaving 
one  child,  Willis;  Elizabeth  married  Corydon 
Seng,  and  died  leaving  two  children — Charles  and 
Arrela. 

Mr.  Rush  died  Jan.  20,  1887.  He  had  been 
a  lifelong  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  widow  is  also  a  member  of  the  same 
church.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican.  He  was 
a  kind  and  loving  husband  and  an  affectionate 
father,  and  in  his  death  the  count}'  lost  one  of  her 
best  citizens.  At  his  death  he  w.is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  320  acres,  all  of  which  was  under  a 
iiigh  state  of  cultivation.  The  widow  resides  in 
Ainsworth,  "waiting,  only  waiting,"  to  join  her 
loved  one  who  has  gone  before. 

eORNELlUS  HARDY  was  born  in  Monmouth 
Count}',  N.  J.,  in  1834,  being  the  son  of 
William  and  Alice  (White)  Hardy.  The 
origin  of  the  Hardy  family  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  William  H.  Hardy,  deceased.  The  par- 
ents of  Alice  White  were  natives  of  New  York 
City,  and  her  father,  Jesse  White,  was  a  sailor 
during  his  lifetime.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Lippin- 
cott,  who  was  the  mother  of  several  children,  but 
reared  only  four — Samuel,  William,  Mary  and 
Alice.  The  history  of  that  family  is  traditional, 
and  most  of  it  is  lost. 

William  Hardy  and  Alice  White  were  married  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  at  her  uncle's,  Samuel 
Floyd's,  a  machinist  of  that  city.  The  young  jjco- 
ple  began  domestic  life  upon  a  farm,  the  husband 
working  by  the  month  until  1839,  when  they  emi- 
grated to  Kendall  County,  111.,  settling  twelve 
miles  west  of  Aurora.  There  William  rented  land, 
and  until  he  left  that  State  purchased  none.  An- 
other Ijrother  of  William's  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Samuel  in  Illinois,  in  which  State  nothing 
of  special  importance  occurred  connected  with  the 
family,  except  the  death  of  Samuel.  In  1855  the 
entire  family  moved  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
and  the  first  summer  was  spent  in  the  "Younkin 
Hotel,"  mentioned  elsewhere.      William   had   been 
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here  prior  to  their  moving,  and  had  entered  the 
land  which  his  son  now  owns.  In  1855  the  house 
was  erected  in  which  Cornelius  j'et  resides,  and  the 
same  year  an  orchard  was  planted  on  the  place. 
The  boys  were  then  old  enougli  to  break  the  prai- 
rie, and  while  the  father  was  building  tlie  house 
and  making  it  ready  for  occupancy,  they  were  get- 
ting the  land  in  order  to  put  in  a  crop  the  next 
season. 

Mr.  Hardy's  father  became  quite  a  wealthy  man 
before  his  death;  and  from  beginning  as  a  farm 
hand  in  New  Jersey,  working  by  the  month  at 
small  wages,  and  a  tenant  for  seventeen  years  in 
Illinois,  in  which  time  he  earned  money  to  enter 
his  land  and  improve  it;  and  after  putting  it  in  the 
best  of  order,  with  fine  buildings,  and  the  farm 
largely  stocked,  he  found  himself,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years,  the  owner  of  a  lialf  section  of  fine 
land,  and  his  remaining  years  were  spent  in  com- 
parative ease.  His  death  occurred  in  1876,  he 
having  reached  his  sixty-fifth  year.  His  wife  sur- 
vived until  1880,  when,  having  spent  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  in  the  new  country,  she  died 
on  the  home  that  was  so  dear  to  her,  and  where  for 
so  many  years  she  and  her  husband  had  been 
happy  and  properous  together.  She  was  sixty-flve 
years  of  age  at  her  death,  and  her  remains  are  in- 
terred beside  those  of  her  husband,  in  the  River- 
side Cemetery. 

George  Hardy  married  Catharind  Godlove, 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Susan  (Tateman)  Godlove, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  this  county,  and  a  most 
estimaljle  family.  George  is  a  merchant  at  River- 
side, and  has  a  family  of  three  children^Minnie, 
Georgie  and  Willie.  Cornelius  Hardy  w.as  married 
iu  1856,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  R.idebaugh,  daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  (Randall)  Radebaugh,  who 
came  from  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  Eliza  Randall 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  V.,  and  her  parents 
were  residents  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  when  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Radebaugli  was  celebrated.  There 
Mary  A.,  and  a  son,  John  W.,  were  born;  and  in 
1840  the  young  couple,  with  their  children,  came 
to  Iowa,  and  they  located  in  Johnson  County  in 
1841.  They  moved  to  Rapid  Creek,  above  Iowa 
City,  the  next  year,  and  William  Radebaugh 
erected  a  mill,  which  was  the  first  one  built  in  that 


county.  He  also  built  the.  first  bridge  spanning 
English  River.  Iowa  City  consisted  of  a  few  log 
cabins,  and  William  Radebaugh  sawed  the  lumber 
for  the  first  frame  house  built  in  that  town.  F'our 
years  later  he  removed  to  what  was  known  as  Shef- 
field, a  town  having  been  laid  out;  but  with  the 
exception  of  William's  house  and  store,  and  a  mill 
erected  by  a  Mr.  McClure  and  purchased  by  Mr. 
Radebaugh  some  time  later,  nothing  but  the  name 
remained  of  the  town.  The  family  staid  there 
for  a  number  of  years,  a  part  of  which  time  Mr. 
Radebaugh  spent  in  California,  going  there  in  1851, 
and  returning  by  water.  He  mined  one  year,  but 
lost  so  much  monej'  that  he  quit  that  venture,  and 
spent  some  time  in  the  meat  business,  sending  his 
mules  loaded  with  meat  into  the  mining  camps  and 
over  the  mountains.  He  came  back  with  consid- 
erable money,  and  purchased  again  the  same  mill 
property  before  owned  by  him,  but  he  always 
wanted  to  return  to  California,  that  having  proved 
to  be  a  land  tliat  filled  his  pockets  with  gold  and 
his  imagination  with  pictures  of  beauty.  His  death 
occurred  two  j'ears  after  his  return.  The  widow 
sold  the  mill,  and  purcliased  a  farm  in  this  county, 
and  two  years  after  bought  a  farm  near  the  Hardy 
estate.  Seventeen  years  a  widow,  Mrs.  Radebaugh 
finally  married  a  wealthy  gentleman,  Mr.  James 
Smith,  of  this  county.  They  have  no  heirs.  They 
afterward  removed  to  Yatton,  where  her  death  oc-  5 
curred  in  1880.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren: Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  John  W., 
married  to  Margaret  Lingo;  Martha  S.,  deceased  in 
infancj' ;  Natiianiel,  deceased,  who  married  LoUie 
Kaye ;  lie  had  charge  of  a  mill  near  Idaho  Springs, 
Col.,  where  he  was  accidentally  killed.  Jane  C, 
deceased  in  childhood ;  Henrj'  M.,  now  married  to 
Miss  Tint  Kiner,  and  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  at  South  English;  Charles  Edwin,  the 
youngest  member  of  tlie  family,  is  the  husband  of 
Miss  Maggie  Reynolds,  of  Toolsboro,  Iowa,  and  is 
engaged  in  milling.  Nathaniel  and  John  were  both 
soldiers  during  the  late  war,  Nathaniel  iu  the  10th 
Iowa  Regiment,  and  John  in  the  2"2d.  The  latter 
was  captured  by  the  rebels  at  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam,  and  was  confined  at  both  Saulsbury  and 
Andersonville  prisons.  The  hardships  and  horrors 
of  that  prison  pen  are  too  well  known  to  need  rep- 
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etition.  He  only  lived  thirteen  daj's  after  his  re- 
lease. He  was  sent  home,  and  breathed  his  last 
with  his  loving  wife  and  relatives  by  his  side. 

Upon  the  farm  entered  by  William  Hardy,  and 
under  the  roof  of  the  old  family  mansion,  all  their 
children  but  one  were  born:  William  E.,  deceased; 
Iowa  B.,  deceased;  Charley  Guy  and  Goldie  G. 
complete  the  number.  Tiie  eldest  daughter  be- 
came the  wife  of  Christian  Huckwalter,  in  1881,  and 
her  death  occurred  November  18,  two  years  later. 
During  his  residence  in  the  county,  our  subject 
has  served  as  Count}'  Supervisor  for  three;^terms, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  tlie  School  Board  of  his 
district.  As  a  family  of  prominence,  and  a  repre- 
sentative of  two  families  of  the  earliest  settlers,  we 
are  pleased  to  give  them  a  deserved  place  in  these 
pages.  Mrs.  Hardy  is  one  of  the  few  ladies  now 
living  who  were  residents  when  the  Indians  inhab- 
ited this  county,  and  in  childhood  the  Indians 
were  her  playmates,  and  she  was  often  rocked  by 
the  dusk}-  Indian  mothers.  A  large  Indian  village 
was  located  near  her  father's  house,  of  which  no 
trace  now  remains. 
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W)ILLIAM  S.  HAMILTO:^ 
prominent  farmers  of  .Se 
ship.     He  resides  upon  se 


L'ON  is  one  of  the 
.Seventy-Six  Town- 
section  3,  where  he 
has  a  fine  farm  of  400  acres,  all  of  which  is  un- 
der cultivation,  with  improvements  of  the  best 
class.  lie  is  a  native  of  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
born  in  1H27,  and  is  the  son  of  Mathew  L.  and 
Achsah  (Heardsley)  Hamilton,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
State. 

On  the  rJth  day  of  April,  1849,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Priscilla  Miner,  a 
native  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Ariel  and  Priscilla  (Kimball)  Miner, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maine,  and  the  latter  of 
New  Y'ork.  Seven  children  were  born  unto  them: 
George  A.,  a  stock-farmer  residing  in  Lime  Creek 
Township;  Mathew  L.,  a  Government  Land  Com- 
missioner,   now   in  Sumner   County,  Kan. ;  Henry 


died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Ellen  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year;  William  F.  is  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Seventy-Six  Township;  Grace  is  the  wife 
of  E.  N.  Hodges,  of  Seventy-Six  Township ;  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  AVilliam  Stone,  of  Sumner  County, 
Kan. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hamilton  witii  his  f;unily  went  to 
Branch  County,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-sliipi)ing.  In 
March,  1852,  he  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
and  entered  900  acres  of  land,  on  sections  2,  3  and 
10,  of  Seventy-Six  Township.  On  section  3  he 
now  resides,  and  has  llierc  lived  since  the  fall  of 
1852.  The  land  purchased  was  in  a  wild  state,  and 
Mr.  Hamilton  at  once  ciminienced  its  improvement. 
While  engaged  in  general  farming,  he  from  the  be- 
ginning turned  his  attfiition  to  raising  and  sliii)ping 
cattle.  In  all  his  farming  oi)erations  he  has  been 
quite  successful,  and  has  ever  been  rated  .among  the 
most  enterprising  citizens  of  his  township.  On  the 
organization  of  the  townsliip,  he  was  elected  the 
first  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  ottice  he  held  for 
some  years.  Among  other  township  ollices  he  has 
held  is  that  of  Township  Clerk.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  several 
years. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Hamilton 
assisted  in  raising  two  regiments  for  the  service, 
but  did  not  himself  enlist,  for  the  reason  that  he 
was  persuaded  by  many  of  those  who  did  go  to  re- 
main at  home  thai  he  might  care  for  their  families. 
As  is  well  known  by  every  citizen  of  Washington 
County  who  was  here  during  the  progress  of  the  war, 
political  excitement  r;in  high,  and  there  were  those 
living  here  whose  synipatliies  were  undoubtedly 
with  those  of  the  South.  Those  sympathising  with 
that  section  did  .all  in  their  power  to  discourage 
enlistment,  and  usually  kept  up  a  "fire  in  the  rear" 
upon  those  who  were  in  the  front.  Mr.  Hamilton 
felt  it  his  dut}'  to  defend  thosi-  who  were  risking 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  in 
doing  so  had  several  encounters  with  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  war,  and  never  came  ofi'  second 
best.  Mr.  Hamilton  comes  of  patriotic  stock;  his 
grandfather,  Ivden  Hamilton,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  with  rank  of  ilajor,  while 
his  father  was  a  soldier    in  the  War  of  1812.     His 
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ancestors  were  from  Scotland,  and  were  among  the 
Mayflower  Colony  that  settled  in  Massachusetts  in 
1620.  Politically,  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  Republican 
of  the  stalwart  kind,  and  has  advocated  the  princi- 
ples of  that  parly  ever  since  its  organization,  lie 
is  regarded  as  a  wheel-horse  in  the  party,  and  is 
ever  ready  to  do  all  he  can  to  advance  its  inter- 
ests. While  a  radical  in  his  political  views,  he  is 
yei  held  in  high  esteem  by  men  of  all  parties,  and 
the  advice  of  no  man  in  Seventy-Six  Township  is 
more  eagerly  sought  by  those  who  feel  the  need  of 
it.  In  the  spring  of  1887,  he  was  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury  of  Washington  County,  and  in  June 
following,  was  foreman  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  jury  at  Keokuk.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton 
are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
are  active  in  all  church  work.  No  man  in  Wash- 
ington County  is  better  or  more  favorably  known 
than  Williams.  Hamilton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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\f/OHN  C.  MITCHELL,  section  12,  Marion 
Township,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He 
was  born  in  Clarlie  County,  Ga.,  in  1817, 
l^/'  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Sarah  Mitchell. 
He  left  Georgia  in  1 835,  and  went  to  Blount  County, 
Tenn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  an  infant,  and  when  he  was 
between  five  and  six  years  old  his  mother  gave 
him  to  David  Shay,  with  whom  he  lived  until  the 
death  of  the  latter,  when  he  went  to  Tennessee,  as 
already  stated,  in  company  with  the  widow.  In 
1852,  Mr.  Mitchell  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  and  settled  on  section  6,  Crawford  Township, 
where  he  rented  a  farm,  and  lived  two  years.  He 
then  entered  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  on  section 
12,  Marion  Township,  erecting  a  house,  in  which  he 
moved,  and  where  he  still  lives.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  115  acres  of  good  land,  the  greater  part 
being  under  improvement. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  married,  in  1841,  to  Mary  Ann 
Ferguson,  u  native  of  Tennessee.  To  them  were 
born  ten  children  :  Andrew  J.,  now  in  Gove  Coun- 
ty, Kan.,  engaged  in  farming;  .Susan,  the  wife  of 
John  Septer,  of  Ringgold  County,  Iowa;   Amy  K., 
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wife  of  A.  L.  Roe,  of  Jevvell  County,  Kan. ;  James 
L.,  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Crawford  Township; 
William  H.,  now  in  Rawlins  County,  Kan.;  Mary  A. 
died  in  infancy;  Henry  H.,  also  deceased;  Sarah 
Jane,  wife  of  John  Weir,  of  Greeley  County,  Neb.; 
Margaret  and  Julia  Ann.  twins,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Mitchell  died  April  28,  1865,  aged  forty-five  years, 
and  in  1866  Mr.  Mitchell  married  Mrs.  Eliza  Mc- 
Commons,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  widow  of 
Thomas  McCommons.  Her  maiden  name  was  Fer- 
guson. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  are  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  was 
from  a  boy  always  strongly  opposed  to  slavery. 
While  a  citizen  of  Tennessee,  he  was  made  Lieuten- 
ant of  a  company  in  the  State  Militia,  and  was  sub- 
sequently promoted  Captain,  and  then  made  a  Ma- 
jor and  placed  in  command  of  a  battalion.  Left  an 
orphan  at  a  very  tender  age,  it  may  readily  be  un- 
derstood that  the  opportunity  for  self-culture  was 
not  very  great,  and  the  educational  advantages 
were  very  meager  indeed.  But,  notwithstanding 
his  lack  of  education,  he  has  by  reading  and  con- 
tact with  men,  become  quite  well  informed,  and  is 
able  to  express  himself  intelligently  upon  most 
questions  of  public  interest.  By  good  manage- 
ment and  economy,  he  has  secured  enough  of  this 
world's  goods  to  render  him  comfortable  in  his  old 
age.  In  the  neighborhood  where  he  resides,  and 
where  he  is  best  known  he  is  universally  respected. 
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iiHOMAS  HARDING,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  on  section  3,  Oregon  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  April  7,  1828,  in  Morgan 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis  G.  and  Mary 
(Brannon)  Harding,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  of  English  descent,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  of  English  and  German  descent.  They 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are 
living.  His  parents  came  to  this  county  in  1861, 
and  settled  in  Oregon  Township,  where  they  died, 
the  father  in  1878,  aged  eighty-two,  and  the  mother 
in  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  u  farm , 
and  in    1850  was  united   in  marriage,   in   Morgan 
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County,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Alvira  J.  Sears,  daughter 
of  William  A.  and  Margaret  Scars.  She  was  liorn 
in  Morgan  Count}',  Ohio,  in  1830.  Seven  children 
have  beenboru  unto  them,  six  of  whom  are  living; 
Browning  II.  married  Mar^'  Jliller,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children — Thomas  L.,  Jennie  and  Gracie; 
Mary  J.  married  Thomas  Glaze,  of  Johnson  County, 
and  has  one  child,  Irene;  Minnie  is  tlie  wife  of 
Fred  Jackson,  and  has  two  children — Charles  T. 
and  Jennie  E ;  Ella,  Lewis  W.  and  Maggie  are  at 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding,  together  with  their 
entire  famil)',  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.     Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 

In  1861  Mr.  Harding  concluded  it  would  be 
better  for  him  and  his  family  to  leave  his  native 
State  and  come  to  one  where  land  was  much  cheaper 
and  wherfc  a  poor  man  would  have  a  chance  to 
better  himself  in  this  life.  lie  therefore,  came  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  purchasing  eighty  acres 
of  land  where  he  now  resides,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  forty  acres,  and  has  now  a  line  farm  of  120 
acres  which  is  well  improved  in  every  respect. 
His  residence  was  erected  in  1875,  at  a  cost  of 
^1,400;  his  barns  and  other  out-buildings  are  in 
good  condition,  well  and  substantially  made.  For 
some  time  Mr.  Harding  was  compelled  to  rent  laud, 
but  liaving  succeeded  by  the  most  rigid  iecououiy 
in  saving  a  little,  purchased  a  farm,  and  is  now  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of 
Oregon  Township.  Few  men  are  better  known  in 
the  township,  and  none  are  more  highly  respected. 


/^^  APT.  SIDNEY  E.  WOODFORD,  Hrighton, 
(II  Iowa,  is  also  numbered  among  the  early  set- 

^^^  tiers  of  Washington  County.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Vienna,  Trumbull  Co.,  Ohio,  born  Oct.  20, 
1829.  Isaac  Woodford,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  moved  to 
Ohio  in  about  1800.  Anion  Woodford,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  there  born,  and  married  Nancy 
Nelson,  formerly  of  Virginia.  By  this  union  there 
are  five  living  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Job  Holiday-,  of  Trum- 
bull County,  Ohio;  Sidney  E.,  of  Brighton;  Nelson, 
of  this  county ;  Isaac   N.,  of  Cass  County,  Neb. ; 
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Elizabeth  C,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  McFadden,  of  Cjin- 
ton,  Ohio.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  for  their  hon- 
esty, industry  and  sterling  worth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  pioneer  log  school- 
house.  In  1850  he  left  his  native  State  and  came 
to  Iowa,  spending  the  first  winter  in  Cla}'  Township, 
Washington  County.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he 
moved  to  Brighton,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
On  the  1 4th  d.aj'  of  March,  1 854,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Abigail  Moore,  a  daughter  of 
Anson  Moore,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county. 
She  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  27, 
1835.  Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, Mr.  Woodford,  in  company  with  Vincent  An- 
drus  and  Dr.  S.  C.  Cook,  then  of  this  county,  now 
of  Sigourney,  Keokuk  County,  succeeded  in  rais- 
ing a  company  composed  of  men  from  Washington 
County,  which  subsequently  became  Co.  K,  of  the 
13th  Iowa  Infantry.  On  the  election  of  otficers  at 
its  organization,  Mr.  Woodford  was  made  Captain, 
Mr.  Andrus  First  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Cook  Second 
Lieutenant.  The  regiment  was  mustered  in  at 
Davenport,  Iowa,  where  it  remained  about  two 
months,  and  was  then  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  St. 
Louis,  and  there  e(iuii)ped.  From  St.  Louis  it  was 
sent  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  lost  heavily.  It  was  next  ordered  to  Cor- 
inth, Miss.,  at  wliicli  place,  on  account  of  a  sun- 
stroke, Capt.  Woodford  was  compelled  to  resign  his 
commission.  Returning  home  he  again  took  up  his 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  has  since  contin- 
ued to  follow  the  same. 

In  politics  Capt.  Woodford  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  for  three  j'cars  was  one  of  the  inembers 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Washington  County, 
serving  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  for  two  years, 
during  which  time  the  present  county  hospital  was 
erected,  Capt.  Woodford  superintending  the  same. 
Capt.  Woodford  and  his  wife  are  tiie  parents  of 
four  children :  Edwin  N.,  now  ai  Escolon,  Mex., 
engaged  in  railroading;  Ella  A.  is  a  graduate  of  the 
High  School  at  Brighton,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
teaching;  Frank  A.  is  Station  Agent  at  Slieffleld, 
Franklin  Co.,  Iowa;  Charlie  S.  resides  at  home. 

Mr.   and    Mrs.   Woodford    are  members   of   the 
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Congregational  Cliiireh  at  Brighton.  Fraternally  lie 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  has  passed  all  the  Chairs  In  the  Subordinate 
Lodge.  He  was  for  a  time  Deputy  Grand  Master 
for  that  order  in  this  State.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  George  Logan  Post  No.  363,  G.  A.  R.  Capt. 
Woodford  is  a  man  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  county,  and  in  the  discharge  of  ev- 
ery official  duty  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  all. 
Socially  he  is  esteemed  by  every  one. 


-^ ^-^ "^ 

iEUBEN  GILBERT  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  born  in  1818,  and  is  the  son  of 
Reuben  and  Nancy  (Badger)  Gilbert.  He 
!^came  to  this  county  Nov.  8,  18.54,  and  in 
1856  bought  a  farm  in  Franklin  Township,  which 
he  improved.  In  1863  he  moved  to  his  present 
farm  on  section  4,  Franklin  Township.  July  8, 
1849,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Gype,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  have  three  children — Lyman 
H.,  Benjamin  L.,  and  Ida  V.,  the  wife  of  John  A. 
Hough,  of  West  Chester,  Iowa.  In  1876  Benjamin 
moved  to  Shelby  County,  Iowa,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  of  carpenter.  From  there  he  went  to 
Council  Bluffs,  and  then  into  Arkansas  with  a  rail- 
road bridge-building  corps.  After  being  engaged 
in  that  business  for  a  time  he  started  home,  got  as 
far  as  St.  Louis,  and  there  disappeared,  and  has 
never  since  been  heard  from.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  Constable  of 
his  township. 


ylLLIAM  GORMLY,    farmer,    se 
Crawford  Township,  was  born  in 
ton  County,  Pa.,  in  1817.     He  is 
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<^       )>)ILLIAM  GORMLY,    farmer,    section 

Washing- 
ity.  Pa.,  in  1817.  He  is  the  son 
of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Stewart)  Gormly.  Thomas 
Gormly  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  a  single  man 
when  he  came  to  America.  His  wife  was  also  born 
in  that  country,  but  their  marriage  occurred  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  where  most  of  their  lives  were 
spent.     Their  latter  years  were    passed    in  West- 

<»  


moreland  County,  near  Blairsville.  By  trade, 
Thomas  was  a  weaver,  and  for  many  years  followed 
that  occupation.  He  was  one  of  the  best  of  weav- 
ers, and  had  a  loom  in  his  own  house.  His  last 
years  were  spent  upon  a  little  farm  near  the  village 
mentioned.  Thomas  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  Ann,  Thomas,  Robert,  John  and 
Samuel,  besides  others  who  died  in  infancy.  Will- 
iam and  John  were  the  only  ones  coming  to  Iowa, 
and  the  latter's  death  occurred  a  few  months  later. 
His  body  was  found  in  the  Mississippi  River  near 
Burlington,  he  having  started  to  return  to  his  home 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  unmarried.  Ann  became 
the  wife  of  Andrew  Cook,  and  is  yet  a  resident  of 
Westmoreland  County;  she  reared  two  children, 
both  deceased ;  she  is  now  a  widow.  Robert  re- 
sides on  the  paternal  farm  in  his  native  State,  and 
married  Mary  Russell,  who  has  borne  five  children ; 
Thomas  and  Samuel  both  died  unmarried. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Westmoreland  Coun- 
ty, in  1846,  to  Nancy  McCahon,  who  bore  JohnMc- 
Cahon,  Thomas  R.,  Hannah  J.  and  Elizabeth.  The 
parents  of  Nancy,  Alexander  aud  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Cahon, were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  married 
there.  They  reared  four  children,  all  born  in  that 
country — John,  James,  Elizabetli  and  Nancy.  The 
death  of  the  mother  ensued  soon  after  coming,  she 
having  been  injured  in  jumping  from  the  boat  when 
they  landed.  The  wife  of  our  subject  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Gormly  came  to  this  county  in  1 853, 
purchasing  his  present  farm,  at  that  time  an  80-acre 
tract,  now  largely  increased  by  later  purchases. 
John  and  Thomas  came  after  their  father  had  located, 
behaving,  in  February,  1854,  married  Susan  J.  Har- 
reld,  daughter  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Craw- 
ford Township,  and  Mrs.  Gormly  is  the  only  one  of 
that  family  now  a  resident.  They  were  formerly 
residents  of  Sangamon  County,  111.,  and  came  to 
this  county  in  September,  1835,  thus  taking  rank 
among  the  first  settlers  of  the  county.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  Susan  Harreld,  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  Hudson,  also  came  from  Sangamon  County, 
111.,  the  same  year.  The  lands  of  both  the  Hud- 
son and  the  Harreld  families  were  among  the  first 
entries  in  this  county.  Neither  of  the  Hudsons 
named  are  at  this  time  residents  of  the  township, 
where  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  their  names  and 
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faces  were  familiar,  and  tlic  remains  of  both  grand- 
parents lie  in  the  C'rawfordsville  C'emeter}'. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  had  seven  children  born 
(»n  the  farm  where  he  now  resides :  Ann,tiic  wifo  of 
Thomas  McKec,  is  the  mother  of  five  children 
— Minnie,  Frank,  Harr}',  Thomas,  deceased;  (Al- 
bert and  William  D.;  Mary,  Robert:  \Villiam  S. 
and  William,  both  deceased;  Luther  and  Calvin 
complete  the  family.  William  Gorraly  was  twice 
elected  Trustee  of  his  townsliip,  and  for  sixteen  con- 
secutive years  has  served  as  Supervisor.  His  mem- 
bership with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  dates 
from  1853,  the  year  of  his  locating  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Gormly  has  from  a  poor  bo^'  grown  to  a  wealthy 
man  in  mature  years,  by  the  exercise  of  untiring  in- 
dustry. He  is  now  in  his  seventieth  year,  and  is 
surrounded  by  a  large  and  interesting  family.  Ann, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  McKee,  was,  before  her  marriage,  a 
teacher  in  the  schools,  teaching  in  the  Camp-ground 
.School-house.  The  sons  are  alLfarmers,  and  the 
aged  father  yet  looks  after  his  lands,  which  have 
been  so  finely  improved  since  he  came  to  the  State. 
The  historian  finds  him  hard  at  work,  unmindful  of 
the  burning  rays  of  the  July  sun,  and  the  facts 
enumerated  may  be  considered  authentic,  as  they 
were  furnished  by  him  in  person. 


^^^^ 


injljEN-EZRA  STILES  EJ>Y,.Ik.,  the  son  of  Ben- 
1^  E.  S.  Ely,  D.  D.,  and  Elizabeth  Eudora 
(McElroy)  Ely,  was  born  in  Sacramento, 
C'al.,  .Jan.  20,  1856.  Mr.  Ely  is  tiie  seventh 
in  an  unbroken  family  succession  of  preachers. 
Ezra  Stiles  El^',  1).  D.,  his  grandfather,  graduated 
at  Yale  College  in  1803,  and  Wiis  ordained  in  180C. 
After  serving  for  a  time  as  pastor  in  Colchester, 
Conn.,  and  afterward  as  Chaplain  to  the  Xew 
York  City  Hospital,  in  IHll,  he  was  called  to  suc- 
ceed the  celebrated  Dr.  Archibald  Alexander,  as 
pastor  of  the  "Old  Pine  Street"  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  There  he  continued  for 
twenty-one  years.  He  was  editor  and  publisher  of 
The  Philadelphian.  He  was  the  principal  founder 
of  tlic  .Jefferson  Medical  College.     He  was  .Modera- 


tor  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  1825  and  1828,  and  Stated  Clerk  of  that 
body  from  1825  to  183().  In  1834  he  conceived 
the  plan  of  establishing  a  college  and  theological 
seminary-  in  Missouri,  an  enterprise  which  was  at 
first  a  success,  but  which  was  made  a  failure  bj'  the 
financial  crisis  of  IH37.  Dr.  Ely  lost *100,00(),  and 
relumed  to  Philadelphia  a  [joor  man.  In  1841  he 
became  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Northern  Liberties, 
Philadelphia.     He  died  .June  18,  IHCl. 

15.-E.  S.  Elj-,  D.  I).,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
boru  in  Philadelphia,  Feb.  4,  1830.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Jjawrenceville,  N.  .1.,  and  at  the  old  Dela- 
ware College.  He  studied  law  with  Hon.  B-.-njamin 
F.  Brewster  and  .Samuel  T.  Glover.  In  1850  he  went 
to  California,  where  he  became  eminent  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  and  active  in  politics.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  both  the  House  and  Senate  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature. In  l.S(il  he  gave  up  a  lucrative  law  prac- 
tice and  entered  the  ministrj',  serving  as  i)astor  in 
Healdsburg,  and  afterward  at  Stockton.  In  1872 
he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  <if  (Jrace  (now  the 
Sixth)  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chicago,  HI.  While 
there  he  was  one  of  the  participants  in  the  great 
Patton-Swing  controversj'.  The  part  he  took  in 
tliat  trial  was  the  occasion  of  his  receiving  a  call  to 
be  minister  of  the  church  at  Argyle,  III.,  a  large 
parish  composed  entirely  of  Scotch  people,  who 
never  before  would  consent  to  have  .as  a  minister 
any  one  who  had  not  previously  been  a  preacher  of 
the  "auld  kirk  in  Scotland."  Since  1881  Dr.  Ely 
has  been  the  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Ottumwa,  in  this  State. 

Elizabeth  lOudora  McElroy  w.as  born  in  Hopkins- 
ville,  Ky.,  March  12,  1831.  At  the  age  of  three 
years  her  father's  family'  moved  to  Marion  Count}', 
Mo.  .She  Wiis  married  to  Ben-E.  S.  Ely  about  the 
3'ear  184!l.  Though  not  a  graduate  of  an^'  institu- 
tion she  received  a  thorough  classical  education. 
She  was  one  of  the  founders  and  first  instructors  of 
the  Palmyra  Seminary  for  young  ladies,  located  at 
Palmyra,  Mo.,  an  institution  still  in  existence,  and 
which  has  enjoyed  a  vvide  reputation  in  that  and 
neighboring  Suites.  In  1854  she  joined  her  hus- 
band in  California.  There  she  became  prominent 
ill  educational  circles,  and  for  a  time  was  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  .Schools  in  the  city  of  .Sacramento. 
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111  all,  she  t.-iught  almost  continuously  for  nineteen 
years. 

Mr.  Ely  is  the  second  of  seven  children,  only  four 
of  whom  are  now  living:  Laura  E.,  a  graduate  of 
Kockford  Seminary,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  E.  L. 
Curtis,  I'll.  I).,  Professor  of  the  Hebrew  Language 
and  Literature  in  McCorniick  Theological  Seminary, 
Chicago,  111. ;  Rose  I)e  V.  is  a  graduate  of  Normal 
Park  Normal  School,  near  Chicago,  and  now  holds 
a  prominent  position  in  the  city  schools  of  Sioux 
Falls,  Dak.;  M.  Anita  is  teaching  in  Wapello 
County,  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Elj-  inherited  his  father's  taste  for  the  law, 
and  for  many  3'ears  his  studies  were  directed  to 
that  end.  His  literary  education  was  received 
mainly  at  the  Stockton  High  School,  Cal.,  and  at 
Westminster  College,  Fulton,  Mo.  Deciding  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  he  entered  McCormick  Theolo- 
gical Seminar^'  in  September,  1880.  He  was 
graduated  in  April,  1883,  and  was  ordained  in 
October  of  the  same  year  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Logansport,  at  Crown  Point,  Ind.  His  first  pastoral 
charge  was  at  that  place.  A  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial brick  church  edifice  represents  in  part  the 
fruit  of  his  labors  there.  In  April,  1885,  he  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Washington,  Iowa,  of  which  he  is  now  pastor.  He 
was  married,  Dec.  2.5,  1883,  to  Sallie  A.  B.  Pryor, 
who  was  born  Dec.  25,  18G1.  She  is  the  second 
daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  W.  Pryor  and  Fannie  T. 
Bailey,  of  Palmyra,  Mo.,  and  a  graduate  of  Palmyra 
Seminar}',  of  which  Mr.  Ely's  mother  was  one  of 
the  founders,  and  her  aunt,  Miss  Sallie  Pryor,  was 
afterward  Principal.  Two  sons,  fruit  of  this  mar- 
riage, both  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  pastoral  labors  at  Washington,  Mr.  Ely 
has  enileared  himself  not  alone  to  his  church,  but 
to  the  community  at  large.  He  is  a  pleasing  and 
effective  speaker,  a  close  student,  and  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God  has  doubtless  a  bright  future  before 
him. 

ON.   ROBERT    GLASGOW,  an  ex-member 

of    the    House    of    Representatives    of    the 

State   of  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  horn  in 

Adams  County,  April  12,  1820,  and  the  son 

of  James  ami  Mary   (McNeil)   Glasgow,  who  were 


also  natives  of  the  same  county.  His  grandfather, 
Robert  Glasgow,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionarj-  War.  He  was 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  died.  James  Glasgow  remained  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Ohio  till  185(J,  when  he  moved 
to  Wayne  County,  Iowa,  where  he  died.  They 
were  members  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  but  a  limited  education 
in  the  old  log  school-houses  of  his  native  county, 
but  being  naturally  of  a  studious  turn  of  mind  he 
became  a  great  reader  of  the  best  authors,  and  thus 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  men  and  events  that 
many  a  college  graduate  would  be  pleased  to  pos- 
sess. He  was  married,  in  1 840,  to  Miss  Mary  R. 
Finley,  a  daughter  of  William  Finley,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Adams  County.  He  followed  farming 
in  Ohio  till  1854,  when  he  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  located  in  Washington  Town- 
ship, where  he  followed  the  same  business  for  sev- 
eral years.  Of  their  children  five  lived  to  be 
adults.  James  D.  was  graduated  from  Washington 
College,  but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion 
enlisted  in  Co.  C,  8th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Shiloh,  subsequently  exchanged,  re- 
joined his  regiment,  and  died  fr'»m  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  service,  at  Pocahontas,  Tenn.,  Dec. 
11,  1863;  William  F.  is  now  at  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa; 
Lorenzo  G.  is  a  clerk  in  a  drug-store  in  Washing- 
ton; Mary  M.  is  at  home;  Sarah  Alma  is  the  widow 
of  Rev.  J.  D.  White,  and  now  resides  in  Washing- 
ton. Mr.  White  received  his  literary  education  at 
Washington  and  Jefferson  Colleges,  and  graduated 
from  the  Western  Theological  Seminary.  In  1879 
he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Washington,  and  filled  the  pulpit  till 
June,  1884.  He  died  in  .January,  1887.  Mrs.  White 
in  the  last  few  years  has  developed  artistic  talent 
to  a  high  degree,  and  exhibits  some  very  fine  speci- 
mens of  oil  paintings  from  her  brush.  What  is 
very  remarkable  is  the  fact  that  she  never  received 
any  instruction  in  that  line.  Mrs.  Glasgow  died  May 
5,  18.S4,  mourned  alike  by  husband,  children  and 
friends.  She  was  a  woman  of  many  Christian 
graces,  and  loved  by  all. 
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In  1860  Mr.  Glasgow  wsis  nominated,  and  by  his 
party  was  elected,  a  inenil)er  of  the  Lower  House 
of  the  Cieneral  Assonihly  of  tiie  State,  and  served 
with  credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents.  He 
was  present  during  the  special  session  in  the  spring 
of  1.S61,  called  for  the  purpose  of  making  provis- 
ions for  enlisting  and  providing  men  to  help  put 
down  the  Hchellion.  In  March,  1864,  notwithstand- 
injj  he  h.ad  given  one  son  to  the  cause  of  his  coun- 
try,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  H,  2d  Iowa  Vet. 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  .served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
joined  the  regiment  in  front  of  Atlanta,  was  with 
it  in  its  march  to  the  sea,  through  the  Carolinas  to 
Washington,  and  w.as  one  in  tlie  grand  review  in 
that  city  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
out  with  the  regiment  in  the  summer  of  1865. 

Returning  home  in  the  fall  of  18(>5  he  was  nom- 
inated and  elected  County  Treasurer,  and  was  re- 
elected three  times,  serving  in  all  eight  years.  He 
h.as  at  all  times  enjoyed  the  res|)ect  and  esteem  of 
the  cunununity  in  which  lie  resides. 

*-»^^M^fe- «. 

JOHN  HAMMIS  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  ;'),  Oregon  Township.  He 
is  a  native  of  Germaiiy,  born  in  1824,  and 
is  the  son  of  Seb.astian  and  Mary  A.  Hammis, 
who  came  to  America  in  184.5,  settled  in  I'enn.s^'l- 
vaiiia,  where  they  reinainod  five  3^ears.  then  went  to 
Freeport,  111.,  and  then  came  to  W.ashiugton  Coun- 
ty, Iowa,  in  1856.  The  former  died  here  in  187(;, 
and  the  latter  in  1880.  They  reared  a  family  of 
seven  cliildreu,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Valentine, 
of  this  township;  .lolm,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Maria  is  the  wife  of  Anthony  .Slornier;  they  have 
seven  children,  si.\  living,  one  of  whom,  Mary  A., 
keeps  house  for  our  subject.  Carrie  is  tiie  wife  of 
George  Winters.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Hamuiis,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  (»f  which  body  all  their  children  are  like- 
wise members.  They  were  industrious  and  devout 
people,  and  were  numbered  among  the  best  citizens 
of  Oregon  Township. 

John  Haniinis.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  has  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres,  all  uf  wliich  is  under  a  high 
stale  of  cultivation,  with  a  neat  residence,  good 
4» 


barn  and  all  necessary  out-buildings.  The  place  is 
well  cared  for,  and  ever3^tliing  is  done  to  make  it  a 
productive  farm.  Mr.  Hammis  is  well-educated 
and  believes  in  keeping  posted  in  all  matters  of 
public  interest.  By  his  neighbors  he  is  regarded  as 
a  No.  1  man.     His  post  ollice  address  is  Ainsworth. 

^ >^cP ^' 


jj^Jt     U.  YARD,  Township  Trustee,  and  a  resi- 
//f     \\\    dent  on  section  1,  Jackson  Township,  was 
I       1^  born  in  Venango  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son 
•CI  of    Rufus   and   Sarah   A.    (Ueeter)    Yard. 

Rufus  was  a  n.ative  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  son  of 
John  Yard,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  John  Yard  married 
Hannah  Benson  in  Philadelphia.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  a  Swedish  sea  captain,  whose  life  was 
lost  oil  the  ocean.  Sarah  Deeter  was  born  near 
D.anville,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of  German  ances- 
try.    The  Yards  are  of  English  origin. 

Rufus  Yard  was  by  trade  a  mason,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  He  was  married 
in  Venango  County,  Pa.,  and  four  children  were 
born  to  them  in  that  county:  Milton  D. ;  Wiliuot, 
deceased ;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  C.  P.  Waldridge  of 
Nebraska,  and  Sarah  A.  The  latter  died  in  infancy. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Yard  occurred  in  1860,  and  in 
1861  Rufus  Y'ard  was  married  to  Mrs.  Christina 
(Byers)  Couch.  In  1865  the  family  emigrated  to 
this  county',  settling  in  this  township.  After  farm- 
ing for  several  years,  Jlr.  Yard  removed  to  Wash- 
ington .ind  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He 
removed  to  Nebraska  in  1874,  and  thence  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  yet  resides.  To  the  second  marriage 
one  son,  Elmer  M.,  was  born,  who  is  now  in  the 
employ  of  the  C,  B.  &  t^.  R.  R.  One  daughter, 
Marie  Antoinette,  was  born  to  Mrs.  Yard  by  her 
first  husband.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Young, 
bj'  profession  a  teacher,  but  now  the  owner  of  a 
tine  farm  in  Bureau  County,  111.,  where  he  resides. 
Rufus  Yard  was  a  man  well  known  to  the  citizens 
of  this  county,  and  this  brief  nu'ution  of  him  will  be 
appreciated  by  them. 

Our  subject  was  carefully  educated  at  an  iicad- 
einy,  and  by  a  private  tutor.  He  completed  his 
business  education  at  Ilillsboro,  Pa.,  when  eighteen 
3'eai's  of  age,  and  after  coming   to  this  count3',   in 
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1865,  taught  his  first  school  in  J.ackson  Township,  at 
the  Fairvievv  School.  This  profession  was  followed 
during  several  successive  winters  in  this  and  High- 
land Townships,  with  the  recreation  of  farming  dur- 
ing the  summer.  In  1808,  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Irene  A.  Rownd  was  celebrated.  The  history'  of 
her  father's  family  will  be  read  elsewhere.  The 
young  couple  began  domestic  life  in  a  tenant  house 
upon  her  father's  farm,  and  in  1870  removed  to 
Marion  County,  where  Mr.  Yard  took  charge  of  the 
Island  Mills,  which  he  managed  for  three  years, 
when  the  property  was  disposed  of  and  they  re- 
turned to  Jackson  Township,  and  were  permanently 
located  upon  a  delightful  farm  adjoining  tlie  pater- 
nal   homestead. 

Since  the  wedding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yard,  five 
children  have  gladdened  their  home — Clarence  15., 
Lilian  M.,  William  R.,  Arthur  W.  and  Sarah  L. 
The  scholarly  attainments  of  Milton  Yard  made 
him  a  prominent  candidate  for  Township-  Trustee 
in  1884,  to  which  office  he  was  re-elected,  and  is 
one  of  the  present  incumbents.  He  had  previously 
served  as  an  appointee  in  the  same  position,  and  his 
official  acts  have  been  appreciated  by  the  residents 
of  the  township.  For  more  than  ten  years  Mr. 
Yard  has  served  upon  the  School  Board,  and  all  his 
acts,  both  private  and  public,  have  been  such  as  to 
commend  him  to  the  people  as  a  scholar,  a  citizen 
and  gentleman. 


JOHN  R.  HARDIN  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  6,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  the  owner  of  120  acres,  in 
addition  to  which  he  owns  forty  acres  on 
section  5.  He  is  a  native  of  Sussex  County,  N.  J., 
born  in  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Effle 
(Roof)  Hardin,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of 
New  Jersey.  The  former  died  in  1868,  aged  fifty- 
five,  while  the  latter  is  still  living  in  her  native 
State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  has  made  farming  his  life's  work.  He  came  to 
Iowa  in  1868,  and  settled  in  Muscatine  County, 
where  he  remained  a  little  over  twelve  years,  com- 
ing to  Washington  County  in  1871.  He  was  mar- 
4»  


ried  in  Muscatine  County,  in  18G7,  to  Julia  A. 
Everett,  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in  1 841.  By  this 
union  there  were  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are 
yet  living — Lizzie,  Harry  E.,  Thomas,  Carrie  and 
I^mma.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardin  are  worthy  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  the  work  of  the 
Church  they  take  great  delight.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Democrat,  having  an  aliiding  faith  in  the  doc- 
trines of  Jefferson  and  .lackson. 

In  1803,  during  the  darkest  years  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Hardin  enlisted  in  Co.  A.  3.5th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  He 
went  into  the  field  a  strong  man,  and  but  a  few 
months  passed  before  he  was  overtaken  by  disease, 
and  on  account  of  disability  was  discharged,  after  six 
montiis'  faithful  service.  As  a  partial  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  health  sustained  while  defending  his 
country,  he  now  receives  a  small  pension.  Like' 
many  other  respected  citizens  of  Washington  Coun- 
t}',  he  knows  what  it  is  to  endure  toil  and  priva- 
tions. Commencing  life  in  povert)',  he  has  by  his 
industry,  good  managinent  and  economy,  acquired 
a  fine  propert.y,  having  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  in  this  section  of  the  county.  As  a  Christian 
man  he  endeavors  to  exemplifj'  in  his  life  the  teach- 
ings of  our  Savior. 


OSCAR  F.  HAIGHT,  dealer  in  sewing-ma- 
chines at  Washington,  was  born  in  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  27,  1840,  and  is  the  son 
of  Thomas  G.  and  Lutheria  (Reed)  ilaight,  both 
of  whom  were  also  natives  of  the  same  State.  The 
family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom 
lived  to  be  adults:  Edgar  now  resides  in  Henry 
County,  Iowa,  and  during  the  Rebellion  served  as 
a  soldier  in  one  of  the  Iowa  regiments;  Oscar  F.  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Noyes  enlisted  in  the 
.57th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  died  from  disease  con- 
tracted while  in  the  service;  Laura  resides  in  Den- 
ver, Col.,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Blake;  Frank 
resides  in  Appleton,  Wis.;  Emily  is  the  wife  of 
William  Smith,  and  resides  in  Jacksonville,  Mo. ; 
George,  when  a  boy  of  sixteen  enlisted  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  and  served  three  years;  he  now  re- 
sides in  Cedar  Rapids.  Charles  has  not  been  heard 
from  for  years;  Kate  is  the  wife  of   Charles  Gam- 
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blc.  of  Henry  County,  Iowa;  Eiidora  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Swafford.  of  Johnson  Count}',  the  same 
•State.  In  ldr)8  tlie  family  came  to  Iowa  and  settled 
in  .lackson  Country,  where  the  mother  died  in  IS.M), 
and  the  father  in  180(1.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
llniversalist  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcii  came  with  iiis  parents 
to  Iowa  in  IIS.')**,  and  when  tlie  war  broke  out 
offered  his  services  to  his  country,  but  was  rejected 
by  the  examining  surgeon.  In  18G^i  he  located  at 
Jessnp,  Buchanan  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  harness  trade.  In  1870  he  was  married,  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Hoiirielta 
Church,  and  the  following  3-ear  came  to  Washing- 
ton and  commenced  his  present  business,  in  whicii 
he  has  been  quite  successfid.  He  is  a  member  of 
Hawkej-e  Lodge  Js'o.  1,  A.  O.  L'.  \\'.,  and  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  is 
also  a  member. 

In  politics  iMr.  llaigiil  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  is  at  present  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  cit_v. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haight  are  tiie  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren—  \\'alter  and  T.  G. 

'      KN.    IIIKA.M    SCOFIKLIJ,  alturney-at-law. 

GWasiiington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  July  J,  1830.  He 
comes  of  good  old  Revolutionar}'  stock,  his  grand- 
father, Neazer  Scofield,  serving  in  that  war,  and 
for  his  services  for  many  j'ears  drew  a  pension 
from  the  General  Government.  Neazer  Scofield 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  there  married. 
Ilis  wife,  Patience,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State. 
They  raised  a  large  family,  all  of  whom  are  now 
dead.  Among  the  children  born  in  Connecticut 
was  William  his  birth  taking  place  in  Stamford  in 
1793.  In  IHOO  the  family  moved  to  .Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  Neazer  and  Patience  Scofield 
both  died,  the  former  at  the  age  of  ninetj'-three. 
William  Scofield  married,  in  Saratoga  Countj',  N. 
Y.,  Susan  Hishi)|),  l)y  whom  he  had  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  .nil  still  living — lliram,  Kunice  B., 
Darius.  William,  and  Ithoda  K..  all  residing  in  this 
city.  In  politics,  William  Scofield  was  in  the  early 
day.-  of  decided  anti-slavery  proclivities,  and  while 
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slaverj'  existed  in  this  country  his  house  was  one 
of  the  stations  on  the  Underground  liailroad.  On 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  be- 
came one  of  its  strong  advocates,  and  continued  to 
alliliatc  with  the  party  till  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1873.  Mrs.  Scofield  died  in  18G2.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Hiram  .Scofield  was  the  eldest  of  the  five  children 
of  William  and  Susan  (Bishop)  Scofield.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  his  first  instruction 
was  received  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  after  which  he  entered  an  academy  and 
finished  his  education  in  Union  College,  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.,  at  the  time  Dr.  Nott  was  its  President. 
In  18.53  he  went  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  where  for 
two  years  he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  dur- 
ing his  leisure  months  read  law.  He  then  attended 
the  law  school  .at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  18,56.  Soon  after  he  came  to  Wash- 
ington CVnint}',  Iowa,  located  in  the  city  of  W.ash- 
ington,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  II.  Pat- 
tersor..  He  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  18t)l,  with  increasing  success.  When 
the  rebels  fired  upon  Ft.  Sumter,  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  President. 
The  company  in  which  he  enlisted  being  a  little 
too  late  to  form  a  part  of  the  onl}'  regiment  ac- 
cepted from  this  State,  under  the  call  for  75,000 
men,  was  sworn  into  the  State  service,  and  under 
the  second  call  became  Co.  H,  2d  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
the  first  regiment  to  leave  the  State.  It  first  ren- 
dezvoused at  Keokuk,  where  it  was  sworn  into  the 
United  States  service,  May  22,  1861.  Thence  it 
w!is  sent  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  guard  the  H.  <fe  St. 
J.  R.  R.,  and  thence  to  Bird's  Point,  where  it  spent 
a  good  part  of  the  summer  of  1861.  It  was  under 
Gen.  Prentiss  through  Missouri,  and  finally  sent  to 
Cape  (rirardeau.  Here  the  boys  had  their  first 
sight  of  Gen.  Grant,  who  was  soon  to  assume  com- 
mand, and  who,  before  the  close  of  the  war,  had 
command  of  all  the  armies,  becoming  the  most 
noted  military  man  of  modern  times.  At  Bird's 
Point,  while  under  Gen.  Fremont,  the  2d  Iowa 
heli)ed  fortify  the  place.  The  next  move  was  to 
Benton  Barracks,  Mo.,  where  it  was  ordered  in  the 
fall  of  1861,  and  where  it  remained  until  the  expe- 
dition was  formed  that  moved  upon  Ft.  Donelson, 
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Mr.  Scofield  enlisted  as  a  private,  but  was  soon 
promoted  Second  and  then  First  Lieutenant,  and 
at  Ft.  Donelson  was  in  command  of  iiis  company 
as  First  Lieutenant.  In  the  attack  on  Ft.  Donel- 
son, the  2d  Iowa  covered  itself  with  glory,  and  won 
its  greatest  renown.  As  a  forlorn  hope,  it  made 
what  was  undoubtedly  the  most  gallant,  reckless 
and  successful  charge  of  the  whole  war.  Before 
that  charge  the  Union  forces  had  been  losing 
ground.  The  key  to  the  rebel  position  lay  on  the 
crest  of  a  steep  hill,  whose  sides  were  obstructed 
by  dense  thicket.  In  front  of  the  earthworks  on 
the  crest,  about  100  yards  distant,  was  a  formida- 
ble abatis,  to  pass  which  the  line  of  an  assaulting 
column  must  become  broken.  The  regiment  moved 
in  two  divisions.  Between  the  abatis  and  the 
breastworks  were  no  obstructions.  Unless  those 
earthworks  were  taken  success  would  be  impossi- 
ble. A  tender  of  the  "forlorn  hope"  was  made  to 
Col.  J.  M.  Tuttle,  of  the  Second.  "Colonel,  will 
you  take  those  works  .^"  asked  Gen.  Smith.  "Sup- 
port me  promptly',  and  in  twenty  minutes  I  will  go 
in,"  and  he  did.  Dividing  his  regiment,  he  with 
the  left  wing,  followed  by  the  first,  began  to  scale 
the  hillside.  The  abatis  was  reached  by  slow  and 
toilsome  tread,  and  not  a  gun  was  fired,  but 
scarcely  was  the  abatis  passed,  and  the  gallant  men 
formed  in  line,  when  the  concentrated  fire  of  three 
rebel  regiments  burst  upon  them,  and  at  the  first 
fire  1 50  men  fell  of  the  300.  The  fragment  closed 
up  its  shattered  ranks  and  passed  on,  and  before 
them  two  rebel  regiments  quailed  and  fled.  This 
charge  made  victory  easy,  and  soon  nearly  all  the 
rebel  force  made  an  "unconditional  surrender." 

Immediately  after  entering  the  fort,  Lieut.  Sco- 
field was  appointed  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
with  the  rank  of  Captain,  and  served  on  the  staff 
of  Gen.  Lauman.  From  Ft.  Donelson  he  accom- 
panied Gen.  Lauman  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  in 
the  first  day's  fight  received  a  flesh  wound  in  the 
thigh,  which  incapacitated  him  for  active  service. 
Receiving  a  furlough,  he  came  home  and  remained 
four  weeks,  and  then  again  reported  to  Gen.  Lau- 
man, while  the  command  was  in  advance  on  Cor- 
inth. After  participating  in  the  battles  preceding 
the  capture  of  Corinth,  the  brigade  was  sent  out  to 
guard    the    Memphis    &    Charleston   Railroad,    in 


which  duty  it  was  engaged  for  some  months,  after 
which  it  was  sent  to  La(i  range  and  IIollj'  Springs, 
and  from  there  ordered  to  join  in  the  movement 
with  (Jen.  Sherman  to  the  Tallahatchie  River.  The 
expedition  proceeded  as  far  as  Oxford,  Miss.,  and 
while  there  Capt.  .Scofield  was  transferred  to  the 
staff  of  Gen.  John  iMcArthur,  and  joined  him  on 
the  Tallahatchie,  when  Gens.  Price  and  Van  Dorn 
came  up  their  rear,  and  the  command  fell  back  to 
Memphis.  In  the  meantime,  Sherman  had  been 
repulsed  at  Chickasaw  Bayou.  The  command  of 
Gen.  McArthur  remained  in  Memphis  some  weeks, 
when  it  was  ordered  down  the  river  to  join  Mc- 
Clernand  at  Vicksburg.  As  soon  as  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  scheme  for  digging  a  canal  around 
Vicksburg  was  not  feasible,  the  troops  were  ordered 
to  Lake  Providence,  above  Vicksburg. 

This  was  in  the  spring  of  18G3.  Soon  afterward. 
Gen.  Thomas  came  down  with  orders  to  organize 
colored  regiments.  There  was  much  prejudice  ex- 
isting at  this  time  toward  the  negro  race,  especially 
as  to  employing  them  in  any  work  in  which  white 
men  were  engaged.  A  large  number  of  officers 
had  threatened  to  resign  from  the  service  if  col- 
ored troops  were  emplo3^ed.  The  command  was 
brought  out  and  drawn  up  in  line,  when  Gen. 
Thomas  made  a  little  speech,  telling  the  men  that 
he  was  sent  there  to  organize  colored  regiments, 
and  that  any  army  officers  who  objected  would  at 
once  be  dismissed  from  the  service.  The  first  reg- 
iment organized  at  that  point  was  known  as  the 
8th  Louisiana  Regiment  of  Colored  Troops,  but 
afterward  the  47th  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and 
Capt.  .Scofield  was  assigned  to  its  command  as  Col- 
onel. After  its  organization  the  regiment  was  well 
drilled,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  sent  to  Vicksburg, 
in  which  place  and  vicinity'  it  remained  on  garrison 
duty  until  the  winter  of  18()4-6.5,  when  it  was  sent 
to  New  Orleans,  and  became  part  of  the  army  un- 
der Gen.  Canby,  Col.  Scofield  being  assigned  to 
the  command  of  a  brigade.  From  New  Orleans  it 
was  sent  to  Peusacola,  Fla.,  and  then  sent  out  to 
operate  against  Mobile.  In  the  assault  on  Ft. 
Blakesley,  it  was  on  the  right,  and  making  a  gradual 
api^roach  behind  intrencliments,  it  continued  to 
advance  until  a  final  charge  was  made.  Col.  Sco- 
field, who  was  there  in  command  of  a  brigade,  from 
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a  high  elevation  could  see  the  whole  length  of  the 
line.  Just  before  the  final  assault,  the  troops  were 
quite  anxious  to  advance,  and  could  scarcely  be 
restrained.  Tiiere  being  no  general  otiicer  present, 
other  olllccrs  advised  with  Col.  Scofield  as  to  the 
advance,  and  he  finally  told  them  to  go,  and  in  the 
assault  which  followed  several  hundred  prisoners 
v?ere  captured.  .Soon  after  this  Mol)ile  surrendered, 
and  his  brigade  was  ordered  to  Selina  and  Mont- 
gomery. While  lying  before  Mobile,  news  came 
of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  ex- 
citement was  so  intense  that  dilliculty  was  experi- 
enced in  keeping  the  men  from  doing  injury  to  the 
prisoners  and  people,  in  revenge.  F'roni  Mont- 
gomery the  brigade  returned  to  Mobile  b}'  steamer, 
and  soon  after  to  New  Orleans,  and  in  leaving  Mo- 
bile by  steamer,  had  to  pass  ver3'  carefully  around 
the  torpedoes  which  were  placed  in  the  harbor. 
P>om  New  Orleans  it  was  sent  up  the  Red  River  to 
Alexandria.  While  at  the  latter-named  place,  the 
Colonel  crossed  the  river  and  visited  the  seminary 
taught  bj'  Gen.  Sherman  before  the  war.  Peace 
having  been  declared,  the  regiment  under  Gen. 
Scofield  was  mustered  out  at  liaton  Rouge,  Jan.  C, 
186G. 

After  being  mustered  out,  Col.  Scofield  returned 
to  Washington,  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  has  here  since  remained.  Shortly  after 
his  return  he  received  a  commission  as  Brevet 
Brigadier  tleneral  for  services  before  Mobile,  an 
honor  that  certainly  was  worthily  bestowed.  Up 
to  this  time  the  General  had  been  unmarried,  but 
in  the  fall  of  18G(i  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amelia  B.  Wilson,  who  was  born  near  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  in  1846.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  Clara  J.  and  CV)ra  L.,  both  of  whom  are 
now  attending  \'assar  College.  Gen.  and  Mrs. 
Scofield  live  in  a  beautiful  home  on  West  Main 
street,  Washington,  and  enjoy  life  as  those  should 
do  whose  life  has  not  been  in  vain. 


^OIIN  I).  LOGAN  is  one  of  the   pioneers  of 
Washington  County.      lie  resides  upon  sec- 
tion   34,   Washington  Township,   where  he 
owns  a  well-improved  farm.     He  was  born 
near  Lexington,  Ky.,  Aug.  21,  I  HI  9,  and   is   a  son 


of  Samuel  and  Tirzah  (Meek)  Logan,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Kentucky.  In  182."3  the  famil3- 
emigrated  to  Decatur  Countj-,  Ind.,  where  Samuel 
Logan  engaged  in  farming.  Of  the  family  of  three 
children  two  are  now  living,  John  1).,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  and  Davis  A.,  who  also  resides  in 
this  county.  Sally  Ann  died  manj*  years  ago. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logan  were  members  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  and  both  died  in  Decatur 
County,  Ind. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  pioneer 
times  in  Indiana,  and  like  all  other  chihlren  of 
pioneers,  was  compelled  to  endure  the  toils  and 
privations  of  such  life.  The  educational  advan- 
tages enjoyed  were  such  as  were  only  common  in 
those  days.  In  October,  1838,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Logan.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  unto  them,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living — Samuel  M.,  and  Tirzah,  wife  of  Daniel 
Anderson,  of  this  county.  In  1845,  the  family 
came  to  Wasliington  County,  Iowa,  where  in 
August,  IH4G,  Mrs.  Logan  died.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  and  a  sin- 
cere Christian  woman.  Being  left  with  two  chil- 
dren, Mr.  Logan,  in  1847,  returned  to  Indiana, 
and  was  there  married,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Margaret  J. 
Logan,  who  W!is  born  in  Indiana.  Oct.  4,  1827.  By 
this  union  there  were  two  children — Walter  K.,and 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Deuel.  In  1852  Mr. 
Logan  again  returned  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  and  located  in  Brighton,  where  he  remained 
until  1864,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm 
in  Washington  Township.  Mr.  Logan  gave  one 
son  to  the  cause  of  his  country.  George  A.  Logan 
enlisted  in  Co.  H,  7th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  service  July  24,  1861.  lie  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Belmont,  Nov.  7,  1861. 
In  his  honor  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Brighton  was 
named.  .Samuel  M.  Logan  enlisted  in  the  same 
company.  He  was  made  Corporal  Feb.  1,  1862, 
and  wounded  at  Corinth  in  October,  1862,  after 
which  he  was  promoted  Sergeant.  He  veteranized 
Jan.  I,  1864,  came  home  on  a  furlough,  re- 
mained a  short  time  and  then  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment, and  at  Lay's  Ferry.  Ga..  May  15,  1864,  was 
again  wounded.  He  was  discharged  with  the  regi- 
ment at  the  close  of  the  war.      Mr.  Logan  h:is  been 
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a  resident  of  Washington  County  for  forty  years, 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  Indiana 
after  tlie  death  of  his  first  wife.  In  politics  ho  is 
a  Republican,  and  has  afHliated  with  that  party 
since  its  organization.  Religiously  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  United  Presbj'terian  Church,  of 
which  body  his  wife  is  also  a  member.  Coming  to 
this  county  a  poor  man,  by  iiard  woi'k  and  economj', 
assisted  by  his  noble  wife,  he  has  acquired  a  com- 
petency. Both  are  highly,  respected  bj' all  who 
know  them. 


^(AMES'H  A  MILTON  resides  upon  section  9, 
Marion  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
County  Down,  Ireland,  born  in  1814,  and 
(^^  is  the  son  of  William  and  Rachel  (Gibson) 
Hamilton.  His  father'was  a  weaver  by  trade  and 
served  seven  [years  [^in  the  English'^ army,  and 
died  in  1867.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  His  mother  died  about  the  same 
year.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  learned  the 
weaver's  trade  in  his  native  country,  which  ho  left 
in  1850,  coming  to  this  eountrj'  and  locating  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  where  he  lived  four  years, 
engaged  in  farming.  He  then  moved  to  Ottawa 
Count}-,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  two  years  engaged 
in  work  in  a  stone-quarry.  He  then  came  to 
WashingtonT'ounty,  Iowa,  and  settled  on  section 
9,  Marion  Township,  where  he  still  resides:  At 
that  time  he  entered  100  acres  of  low  brush  land, 
which  he  improved,  and  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  thirty  acres,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best 
improved  farms  in  Marion'Towuship,  with  a  house 
and  barn  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2, .500 ;  the  farm  is 
all  under  cultivation.  In  1843  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  Mulligan,  a  na- 
tive of  North  Ireland.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children  i^Eliza,  now  the  wife  of  L.  F. 
Sigafoos,  of  Marion  Township;  J.  W.,  now  resid- 
ing on'the  home  farm,  and  Susan,"  also  at  home. 
Mrs.  Hamilton  died  March  2,  1882.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  body 
Mr.  Hamilton  was  also  a  member. 

.Tames  Hamilton  started  in  life  a   poor  boy,  and 
the  projierty  that  he   now   possesses   w,as  acquii'cd 
by  hard  work,  good  management  and  fair  dealing. 
-^•- 


In  his  life-work  he  has  been  successful,  and  is  now 
reaping  the  fruits  of  his  industry  and  awaiting  the 
summons  to  come  up  higher. 

J.  W.  Hamilton,  the  son. of  James  Hamilton, 
was  also  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  Sept. 
2,  1848,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  America 
when  but  two  years  of  age.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
and  here  grew  to  manhood.  He  is  at  present  en- 
gaged in  running  the  home  farm,  and  is  serving 
his  third  term  as  Clerk  of  the  township  of  Marion. 
During  his  entire  life  he  has  been  an  industrious 
and  hard-working  man,  and  by  close  "attention  to 
business,  has  been  quite  successful  in  his  chosen 
occupation.  He  is  an  enterprising  man,  one  who 
endeavors  to  keep  posted  in  general  literature  and 
in  all  political  affairs.  In  politics  he  is  a  Green- 
backer,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  or  New- 
Light  Church. 
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^^EORGE  H.  FRASHER,  editor  and  proprie- 
lll  (— ^  tor  of  the  Brighton  Neirs,  was  born  in 
^^41  Licking  County,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1845.  His  father,  Peter  _Frasher,  was  a 
native  of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1806. 
He  married  Miss_  Margaret  Chilcote,_who  was  born 
in  the  same  county  in  1809.  In  about  1840  they 
left  Pennsylvania  and  went  to  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  where  Mr.  Frasher  engaged  in  farming,  in 
connection  with  his  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters:  Oliver  E.,  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Rebellion  enlisted  in  Co.  Iv,  7th  Iowa 
Vo"l.  Inf.,  and  participated  in  all  the  engagements 
of  his  regiment  up  to  May,  1864,  when  he  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Resaca;  John  B.  enlisted  in 
Co.  C,  3d  Wis.  Vol.  Inf. ;  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  aud;was  never  afterward  able 
to  go  into  active  service;  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Benton  Reserve  Corps,  and  died  in  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa,  in  1867,  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound.  Rebecca  B.  first  married  William  C. 
Parks,  who  was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a 
horse  in  1871,  near  Germanville,  Iowa;  she  subse- 
quently married  AVilliam  Kiner,  and  died  June  23, 
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1887.  Phnebe  C.  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Staf- 
ford, of  Salina,  Jefferson  Co.,  Iowa;  George  II.  is 
the  sulijeet  of  this  sketch;  Lewis  L.  enlisted  in  the 
8th  Iowa  Cavahy,  and  in  18(;.'?  was  .aeeidentall}' 
icilled  while  in  the  service;  .Mary  .1.  is  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Ilillnian,  of  .Tewcll  County,  Kan.;  Aseneth 
F.  is  living  in  Brighton.  ^Ir.  Frasher  died  in 
1857,  wiiile  Mrs.  Fraslier,  the  niotiier  of  our  suIj- 
ject,  is  still  living  in  Jewell  County,  Kan.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  .Methodist  lipiscopal 
Churcli  for  nianj-  3ears. 

George  H.  Fiasiier  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  In  lSfi2  he  en- 
listed in  Co.  D,  17th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  from 
which  place  tiie}'  went  to  .St.  Louis,  where  the 
regiment  remained  two  weeks,  was  then  sent  to 
Pittsburg  Landing,  and  thence  to  Corinth,  where  it 
was  in  its  first  engagement.  In  the  move  on 
Jackson,  -Miss.,  the  17th  Regiment  was  in  the  ad- 
vance. He  participated  in  the  battles  of. Port  Gib- 
son, Raymond  and  Champion, Hills.  In  this  last  en- 
gagement the  regiment  lost  heavih',  and  at  its 
close  it  was  only  enabled  to  stack  sixty-three  guns. 
It  received  higii  praise  from  Gen.  Grant  for  its 
services,  .\fter  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills  it 
was  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Vicksbnrg,  where  it 
took  i)art  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  that  i)lace. 
In  tiie  fall  of  18G3  it  was  sent  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
and  thence  to  Chattanooga,  and  on  the  23d  and 
24th  days  of  November  was  in  the  engagement  of 
Missionary  Ridge.  It  was  then  sent  to  Hi'.ntsville, 
Ala.,  where  it  went  into  winter  quarters  and  re- 
mained until  May,  IHCtl.  Its  first  move  was  then 
made  to  Kingston,  Ga.,  from  which  place  it  was 
sent  back  on  guard  duty.  In  October,  1864,  .the 
regiment  was  captured  at  Kingston,  Ga.,  by  Gen. 
Hood,  and  Mr.  Frsisher,  with  others,  was  sent  to 
Holly  Pri.son,  and  later  to  Andersonville.  Here 
he  remained  si.\  months  and  a  iialf,  and  out  of 
the  300  men  of  his  regiment  to  enter  that  loath- 
some prison,  but  half  came  out  alive.  He  was  re- 
leased in  April,  1H(!."),  and  sent  to  Jacksonville, 
t'la.,  thence  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  then  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  was  mustered  out  June 
14,  1865. 

.Soon    after    returning   home    Mr.    Frasher    w.as 


united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Parks,  a 
native  of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Nettie.  Mrs.  Frasher  died  Jan.  29. 
187;t.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Ciiurch.  Mr.  Frasher  was  again  married, 
Sept.  5,  1883,  to  Miss  Vina  E.  Baird,  who  was  born 
in  Louisa  Count3%  Iowa,  Nov.  2,  1S.57,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Tliomas  L.  Baird.  In  IXl'J  .Mr.  Frasher 
established  the  Pleasant  Plain  ^V(»»s,  and  there  con- 
tinued its  pul)lication  until  18.S3,  when  ho  moved 
the  paper  to  Brighton,  from  which  place  it  has 
since  been  published.  In  187f!  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  of  Salina,  under  Marshal  Jewell,  and 
continued  in  the  discharge  of  tlic -duties  of  that 
office  until  July,  1879,  when  he  resigned,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  George  Logan  Post  No.  363,  G.  A. 
;.R.;"^Ir.  Frasher  is  a  writer  of  rather  more  than 
ordiniriy  ability,  and  has  made  the  Xeivs  a  flrst- 
class  loc'd  pa])er.  one  that  well  represents  the  enter- 
prising village  of  Brighton. 

AMUEL  A.  SANDS  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  4,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, and  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  flue 
farm  laud.  He  is  a  native  of  East  Tennes- 
see, born  Jan.  8,  1 84S,  and  is  the  .sou  of  B.  R.  and 
Rosanna  (Henderson)  Sands,  the  former  a  native 
of  Tennessee  and  of  English  descent,  the  latter  a 
native  of  North  Carolina  and  of  Scotch  descent. 
They  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Washington 
County,  emigrating  from  East  Tennessee  in  1851, 
settling  in  Oregon  Township,  where  the  former  still 
resides,  making  his  home  in  the  village  of  Ains- 
worth,  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life. 
The  latter  died  June  20,  1887.  (See  sketch  of  B. 
R.  Sands  elsewhere  in  this  volume.) 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  parents 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  when  but  three  years 
of  age,  and  here  grew  to  manhood  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  adopted 
State  and  county.  His  whole  life  has  been  spent 
upon  the  farm,  and  he  is  regarded  by  all  .as  a  good 
practical  farmer.  On  the  11th  of  August,  1870.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Melinda  E.  Hen- 
derson, a  native  of  Tennessee,  born   in   1849.  and 
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daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Henderson.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  eight  children,  uf  whom  the 
living  are:  Bessie  C,  Annette,  Myrtle  I.,  Charles 
C,  Ella  M.  and  Nora  B. 

Mr.  Sands,  as  already  intimated,  has  spent  his 
whole  life  in  Washington  County.  Coming  to  the 
connty  four  years  before  a  railroad  had  been  built 
in  the  State,  and  when  settlements  were  few  and 
far  between,  conlined  principally  to  the  prairies,  he 
has  lived  to  witness  the  many  great  changes  that 
have  been  made,  and  to  perform  his  part  in  bring- 
ing them  all  about.  Growing  up  in  Oregon  Town- 
ship, he  is  well  known  by  all  its  citizens,  and  has  been 
ht)nored  by  them  with  many  of  the  local  offices, 
which  he  has  filled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all. 
While  not  numbered  among  the  very  wealthy  men 
of  Washington  County,  he  is  yet  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  and  that  which  he  has  is  the  result 
of  his  own  labors,  assisted  in  part  Ijy  his  good  wife. 
Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Sands  are  consistent  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  takes  much  interest  in  all  political 
affairs. 

^OHN  ALEX.  YOUNCi,  Cashier  of  the  Wash- 
ington National  Bank,  dates  his  residence  in 
Washington  Count3'  from  1843,  at  which 
(^^/  time  he  came  to  the  county  in  company  with 
his  parents,  a  mere  lad  of  five  years.  He  was  born 
in  Rush  County,  Ind.,  July  29,  1838,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  N.  and  Sally  (Eyestone)  Young,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The 
family  arrived  in  Washington  County  when  it  was 
little  better  than  a  wilderness,  when  the  settlers' 
cabins  were  few  and  far  between,  and  here  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood,  and  has  since 
become  one  of  its  best  known  and  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens.  His  first  instruction  in  the  mys- 
teries of  A,  B,  C's,  and  a-b  abs,  was  received  from 
his  father,  and  when  the  rude  log  school-house  was 
erected,  there  he  was  sent,  principally  in  the  winter 
months  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  University  atMt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  for  three  years.  The  next 
three  years  he  spent  in  teaching  district  schools, 
varied  with  farm  work. 


The  next  important  event  in  our  subject's  life 
was  his  marriage,  Oct.  4,  I860,  with  Elizabeth  A. 
Runyon,  the  daughter  of  M.  D.  and  Elizabeth 
(Tingley)  Runyon.  She  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ohio,  in  1839.  In  the  spring  of  1861  the 
young  couple  settled  on  a  small  farm  in  Cedar 
Township,  with  a  view  of  making  for  themselves  a 
home  where  peace  and  plenty  should  reign.  But  at 
this  time  the  dark  war  clouds  which  had  been  for  so 
long  a  time  hanging  over  the  country,  burst  forth, 
and  call  after  call  was  made  for  men  to  put  down 
the  unholy  Rebellion.  The  call  must  be  heeded  by 
the  able-bodied  men  of  the  iland,  it  mattered  not 
what  sacred  ties  should  be  torn  asunder,  nor  how 
strong  the  love  of  the  wife  for  the  .husband,  the 
mother  for  the  child.  In  August,  1862,  John  Alex. 
Young  was  one  of  a  number  to  form  a  company 
which  became  Co.  A,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  Enlist- 
ing as  a  private,  at  the  election  for  officers  of  the 
company,  he  was  chosen  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
served  as  such  until  June,  1863,  when  he  was  pro- 
moted First  Lieutenant.  One  year  afterward,  in 
June,  1864,  he  was  promoted  Captain,  and  served 
as  such  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

Among  the  engagements  and  campaigns  partici- 
pated in  by  Capt.  Young,  were  Chickasaw  Bayou, 
Arkansas  Post,  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  sec- 
ond battle  of  Jackson,  Miss..  Cherokee  Station, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold 
and  Resaca.  In  the  last  engagement,  which  was  part 
of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  he  was  wounded  in  the 
temple  bj'  a  spent  ball,  and  sent  first  to  the  field  hos- 
pital, and  then  to  the  geneial  hospital  at  Lookout 
Mountain,  from  which  place  he  was  granted  a  fur- 
lough and  was  sent  home  to  recuperate.  Rejoining 
his  regiment  after  a  short  stay  at  home,  he  was  with 
it  on  its  march  to  the  sea,  and  in  the  grand  review 
in  Washington  at  the  close  of  the  war.  With  his 
regiment,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Washington  in 
June,  1865,  receiving  his  discharge  a  few  days  af- 
terward at  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Capt.  Young  then  returned  home,  and  at  once 
settled  down  to  the  peaceful  vocation  of  a  farmer, 
at  which  he  remained  until  1871,  when  he  was  elec- 
ted County  Auditor,  and  removed  to  Washington. 
In  1873  he  was  again  nominated  for  that  office,  but 
was  beaten  by  a  majority  of  sixtj'-two  votes,  while 
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the  rest  of  the  ticket  was  snowed   under  by    500 

majority.  This  was  the  year  when  the  Anti-Monop- 
oly or  Grange  movement  swi'|)t  almost  the  entire 
country,  and  when  many  of  the  best  and  most 
capable  ofllcers  were  retired  to  private  life  in  the 
interest  of  reform. 

In  the  position  of  County  Auditor,  Capt.  Young 
showed  such  business  qualifications,  that  on  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  office  lie  was  offered  the 
position  of  book-keeper  in  the  Washington  National 
Bank,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  iu  that  institu- 
tion Jan.  27,  1H74.  He  was  soon  afterward  made 
Assistant  Cashier,  and  July  1,  1878,  was  promoted 
Cashier,  which  otHce  he  still  holds,  having  the  per- 
fect confidence  of  the  officers  and  stockholders,  and 
of  the  entire  community.  He  has  twice  served  as 
M.ayor  of  the  city  of  Washington  with  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. Religiously'  he  is  connected  with  the 
Methoilist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  his 
wife  is  also  a  member.  .Socially',  he  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  have  two  chil- 
dren: Ella  A.,  now  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Hall,  of  Col- 
fax, Iowa,  and  Harvej'  S.,  also  residing  in  thatcitj'. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  Capt.  Young  will  be  seen 
upon  a  preceding  page,  which  will  lie  appreciated 
by  every  patron  of  the  Album. 

eAPT.  D.  E.  COCKLIN  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  living  upon  section  7,  Marion  Town- 
ship, lie  isa  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Dec.  25,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Cocklin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Fenn- 
sj'lvania,  but  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  at  an  early 
day.  In  1854,  the  family  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  ami  settled  on  section  8,  Marion 
Township,  where  the  father  i)urchased  220  acres  of 
land,  forty  of  which  was  improved.  The  mother 
died  in  185(),  but  the  father  is  yet  living,  making 
his  home  with  his  son. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  iii)Oii  a  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  .State.  Prior  to  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  he  taught  four  terms  of  public  school.  In 
common  with  every  other  loyal  man,  when  the  South 


arraj'ed  itself  against  the  General  Government, 
and  by  force  of  arms  determined  to  maintain 
its  right  to  secede,  3'oung  Cocklin  at  once  deter- 
mined to  join  with  those  who  proposed  to  maintain 
the  Union  inviolate.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Co.  I,  i;5th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  .Soon  after  his 
enlistment  he  was  appointed  Corporal,  and  was 
made  Sergeant  shortly'  after  the  battle  of  Shiluh,  in 
which  the  13th  Regiment  bore  such  an  honorable 
part.  The  record  of  the  13th  Iowa  Infantry  is  in- 
deed a  glorious  one.  Together  with  the  11th,  15th 
and  16th  Iowa  Regiments,  they  formed  erne  of  the 
most  distinguished  brigades  in  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  were  once  accorded  the  honor  of 
saving  that  entire  army  from  a  terrible  defeat.  In 
the  winter  of  1862-G3  the  regiment  with  its  brigade 
returned  from  Gen.  Grant's  march  into  Central 
Mississippi  to  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  and  on  the  2d 
of  January  left  for  Young's  Point,  La.,  where  the 
regiment  worked  hard  on  the  celebrated  Vicksburg 
Canal,  and  until  the  following  .September  its  duties 
were  fatiguing.  In  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg, July  4,  1863,  the  1 3th  Regiment  bore  an 
honorable  part.  The  autumn  and  most  of  the  win- 
ter of  1863-64  were  si)Oiit  by  the  1 3th  at  Mcksburg, 
and  there  the  regiment  re-enlisted  as  veterans, 
though  it  did  not  take  its  furlough  until  after  the 
march  to  Meridian.  In  the  Atlanta  campaign  Sergt. 
Cocklin  was  iu  command  of  his  companj-,  but  in 
November,  18C4,  was  promoted  Captain,  and  as 
such  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  From  At- 
lanta the  regiment  marched  to  Savannah,  thence  to 
Goldsboro,  and  on  to  Washington,  where  it  formed 
a  part  of  that  vast  number  in  the  grand  review  at 
that  place.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  discharged  at  Davenport,  Aug. 
12,  1865. 

On  receiving  his  ilischarge,  Capt.  Cocklin  again 
returned  to  his  home  in  Washington  County,  and 
one  month  thereafter,  on  the  12th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1865,  w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hester 
A.  Powell,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Martha 
(Johnson)  Powell.  Two  children  have  been  born 
unto  them,  Charles  J.  and  Samuel,  both  residing  at 
home.  Capt.  Cocklin  is  now  the  owner  of  ninety- 
two  acres   of  land  on  section  7,  Marion   Township, 
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which  he  has  brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  enjoys  the  re- 
siJect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  at  the  same  time  is 
a  strong  temperance  man.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Ciuirch  at  Eureka,  of  which 
body  he  is  a  Deacon. 

j^;OODFORD  MARR,  a  retired  farmer,  re- 
sides on  section  20,  Oregon  Township.  He 
was  born  near  Cynthiana,  Harrison  Co., 
Kj'.,  Oct.  C,  1803,  and  is  tlie  son  of  James  and 
Polly  Marr,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and 
of  .Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  the  latter  u  native  of 
Virginia.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  Woodford 
went  from  Kentucky  to  Bartholomew  County,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  until  1842,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  this  county  and  settled  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives.  He  was  married,  in  1827,  to  Margaret 
Jones,  also  a  native  of  Harrison  Count}',  Ky.,  born 
in  1805.  They  reared  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living :  Thomas,  the  old- 
est, resides  in  this  county ;  Sophronia  is  the  wife  of 
George  Easter,  and  has  Ave  children — Thomas, 
Edward,  Ellen,  William  and  Clara  B. ;  Margaret  is 
the  wife  of  Lorestin  Carll ;  they  have  three  chil- 
dren— Clara,  Lincoln  B.  and  Margaret;  Clara,  the 
oldest,  is  now  keeping  house  for  her  grandfather, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Margaret  married  Frank 
Osborn,  of  Oskaloosa;  they  have  five  children — 
Parker,  Woodford,  Maggie,  Viola  and  Willie. 
Lincoln  is  a  train  dispatcher,  and  now  residing  at 
Clinton,  Mo. 

Mr.  Marr  is  numbered  among  the  few  pioneers 
who  came  to  this  county  in  1842.  For  fortj'-five 
years  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  Washington  County. 
During  his  first  year's  residence  in  this  county  he 
lost  a  valu.ible  si)an  of  horses,  which  left  him  in  an 
almost  destitute  condition,  being  without  means  to 
purch.ase  another,  but  he  did  not  sit  down,  fold  his 
hands,  and  bemoan  his  ill-luck,  but  with  that  grit 
characteristic  of  the  pioneer,  went  immediately  to 
work,  and  in  time  was  able  to  replace  those  that 
were  lost,  and  also  to  make  such  improvements 
upon  tlie  farm  as  he  deemed  best.     He  toiled  early 


and  late,  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
and  success  has  crowned  his  efforts.  To-day  he  is 
the  owner  of  200  acres  of  land,  which  is  well-im- 
proved, and  he  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life 
of  industry  and  such  economy  as  was  necessary  to 
acquire  such  a  valuable  property.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Republican. 

Mrs.  Marr  died  Aug.  21,  1886.  She  was  a  plain, 
unassuming  woman,  given  to  hospitality,  and  left 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  a  de- 
voted husband,  and  loving  children  and  grand- 
children to  mourn  their  loss.  As  already  stated, 
Clara  Carll,  the  grand-daughter  of  Mr.  Marr,  is  his 
housekeeper.  She  deserves  great  credit  for  the 
noble  part  she  has  performed  in  taking  care  of  her 
aged  grandfather.  .She  is  highl}-  respected  by  all 
who  know  her,  and  is  a  woman  of  most  excellent 
habits. 


^  I^ILLIAM;h.  young,  farmer  and  stock- 
\/iJl/  •'^'8^'"'  I'esides  on  section  23,  P>anklin 
W^  Township,]]where  he  has.  160  acres  of  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  native 
of  Washington  County,  Iowa,  born  Sept.  20,  1865, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  J.  (Adams)  Young, 
the  former  a  native  of  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  and 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent;  and  tlie  latter  of  Nicholas 
County,  tiiat  State.  Thej^  emigrated  to  this  county 
in  1846,  being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Frank- 
lin Township.  The  father  died  in  February,  1883, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Washington.  In 
the  death  of  John  Young,  Wasiiington  County  lost 
one  of  its  best  and  most  respected  citizens,  the 
wife  a  kind  and  affectionate  husband,  and  the  chil- 
dren, a  loving  father.  Of  the  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren of  John  and  Mary  J.  Young,  four  are  yet  liv- 
ing: Robert  S.,  of  Fremont  County,  Iowa;  John,  of 
Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa;  .Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of 
W.  0.  Bain,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  H.  Young  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Wash- 
ington County.  He  has  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  all  his  life,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  when  he  was  clerk  in  a  bank.  He  was  united 
in  marriage,  Dec.  11,  1883,  to  Miss  Flora  E. 
Winters,  the   daughter  of  Christopher  and  Hannah 
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(Spence)  Winters.  They  have  two  children — 
Fannie  and  Fred  W.  Mr.  Young  is  living  upon 
the  farm,  a  part  of  which  was  the  original  home- 
stead of  his  father,  and  which  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Franklin  Township.  He  is  a  practical  farmer  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  and  takes  a  just  pride  in 
his  vocation.  Upon  the  premises  is  a  fine  dwell- 
ing, good  barn  and  necessary  out-buildings.  The 
raising  of  .Short-horn  Durham  cattle  he  makes 
somewhat  of  a  specialty,  having  at  the  present 
writing,  September,  1887,  about  forty  head  of 
thoroughbreds  of  various  ages,  all  of  which  are 
registered  in  the  America  Herd  Book  of  Short- 
horns. Prosperous  in  the  past,  and  with  industrious 
habits,  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  he  will  j-et  add 
greatly  to  his  possessions.  In  politics  he  is  Re- 
publican. 

^p^HOMAS  MARSHALL,  furniture  dealer,  is 
le  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
^liton.  He  was  born  Oct.  G,  1847,  in 
Carroll  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Miriam  Marsh.all,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ohio. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  In  1866  the  family  came 
to  Washington  Count}',  Iowa,  landing  in  Brighton 
on  the  20lli  day  of  Septeniljcr.  John  Marshall 
immediately  purchased  forty  acres  of  a  man  in 
Jefferson  County,  near  the  village,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1874.  He  was 
a  plain  and  unassuming  man,  one  devoted  to  his 
family  and  to  his  Church,  and  in  all  things  en- 
deavored to  conform  his  life  to  the  teachings  of 
the  Scriptures.  He  was  for  many  j'ears  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  was  well  posted  in 
the  Bible. 

The  early  life  of  Thomas  Marshall,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  spent  upon  his  father's  farm  in 
Ohio.  In  the  summer  months  he  did  ids  share  of 
the  work  upon  the  farm,  and  in  the  winter  usually 
attended  the  public  schools.  He  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Washington 
Count}'.  In  this  new  western  home  he  continued 
to  labor  on  the  farm,  and  was  engaged  in  that 
occupation  until  the  fall  of  1881,  when  he  moved 
with  his  aged  mother  to  the   village  of  Brighton, 


where  they  have  since  continued  to  live.  In  the 
spring  of  1882  the  old  homestead  wiis  sold,  and 
Mr.  Marshall  eng.aged  in  various  occupations  until 
April  5,  1 886,  when  he  purchased  the  stock  of  fur- 
niture of  Uriah  Smith,  and  has  since  engaged  in 
that  trade.  He  is  carrying  a  full  and  complete 
stock,  consisting  of  bureaus,  dressing-cases,  book- 
cases, and  a  fine  line  (»f  upholstered  goods,  parlor 
and  kitchen  furniture,  and  in  fact  everj'thing 
usually  kept  in  a  first-class  furniture  house.  With 
light  expenses,  he  is  enabled  to  meet  all  competi- 
tion in  his  line.  Although  engaged  in  business 
comparativelj'  a  short  time,  he  has  gained  an  ex- 
cellent reputation  for  square  dealing. 

Mr.  Marshall  yet  remains  unmarried,  and  is  mak- 
ing his  home  with  his  mother.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  is  well  respected  bj'  all. 
His  mother  is  also  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  with  which  she  has  been  connected  for 
many  years.  She  is  a  well-preserved  woman,  and 
is  now  sevent3'-four  years  of  age,  but  is  able  to 
attend  to  all  her  household  duties. 


,EV.  JAMES  H.  ELLIOTT,  Crawfordsville, 
Iowa,  was  born  near  Fair  Haven,  Preble 
lK%  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  29,1830.  lie  is  a  son  of 
)  James  and  Sarah  (Boyd)  Elliott,  the  former 
born  in  Abbeville  District,  South  Carolina,  the  lat- 
ter in  Kentucky.  Kbenezcr,  the  i)ateriial  grandsire 
of  our  subject,  was  a  noted  Abolitionist,  and  his 
house  was  known  as  an  "  underground  railroad 
station"  in  anti-slavery  times,  when  it  required 
men  to  uphold  such  sentiments  in  that  State.  The 
father  of  Ebonezer  strongly  espoused  the  cause 
of  liberty,  and  three  of  his  sons  were  soldiers 
in  the  War  of  tlie  Revolution;  the  Tories,  thinkhig 
them  concealed  in  the  house  and  not  finding  them, 
determined  to  confiscate  his  horses.  The  aged 
f.ither  remonstrated,  saying  that  with  his  horses 
went  all  hopes  of  his  crop.  The  enraged  Tories, 
finding  some  resistance  against  their  act,  deliber- 
ately shot  and  killed  the  aged  ma]i  in  liis  own  door- 
yard.  The  paternal  grandmother  had  five  uncles 
who  were  Revolutionary  soldiers,  the  shortest  of 
whom  was  six  feet  four  inches  tall.     Tlu'  famil}'  was 
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coniposerl  of  seven  sons,  and  the  name  of  Gaston  is 
often  mentioned  in  the  histoiy  of  that  war. 

In  l.soi;  .James  Elliott  came  with  his  father, 
Ebenezer.  to  Preble  Gountj',  Ohio,  being  at  that  time 
nine  years  of  age.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm,  and  after  his  marriage  engaged  for  many  years 
in  that  oeciipation.  Three  sons  and  three  danghters 
comprised  the  family:  John  B..  Narcissa,  Sarah 
J.,  E.  Bower,  .lames  H.  and  Martha  A.  .John,  the 
eldest,  is  a  civil  engineer  and  expert  witness;  the 
eldest  daughter,  Narcissa,  is  the  widow  of  Hon.  W. 
H.  Bonner,  of  Decatur  Count}-,  Ind. ;  Sarah  .T.  and 
E.  Bower  are  deceased ;  the  latter  was  a  soldier 
during  the  late  war,  and  received  a  wound  at  the 
battle  of  Vicksburg,  from  which  he  never  recovered. 
Martha  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Cooper,  of 
Marysville,  Blount  Co.,  Teiin. 

Our  subject  began  his  academic  education  in 
Richland  Academy,  Indiana,  in  1857,  and  in  1861 
entered  the  Miami  University,  graduating  from 
that  noted  school  in  the  spring  of  1863.  In  the 
autumn  of  that  year  he  matriculated  at  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Xeuia,  Ohio,  taking  there  two 
terms,  then  one  course  at  Allegheny,  and  the  fourth 
and  last  at  Monmouth,  graduating  in  theology  from 
the  latter  college  in  18()7.  In  June,  1866,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  First  Presbytery  of  Ohio, 
and  preached  as  a  supply  until  the  close  of  1867. 
August  7  of  that  year,  his  marriage  with  Miss  M. 
Lovisa  McKee,  of  Rushville,  Ind.,  was  celebrated, 
and  the  next  summer  he  was  stationed  for  one  year 
at  Pawnee  City,  Neb.  In  September,  186S,  Rev. 
Elliott  was  ordained  by  the  Nebraska  Presbytery, 
and  settled  eighteen  miles  north  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
in  January,  1870.  remaining  until  1 880,  in  charge  of 
one  congregation.  In  October,  1881,  he  received 
a  call  from  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Crawfordsville,  and  has  since  resided  in  the  village, 
where  he  enjoj's  the  highest  degree  of  confidence 
and  occupies  a  most  enviable  position  as  a  minister. 
During  his  pastorate  in  this  village  there  have 
been  129  accessions  to  the  church,  and  there  are  in 
good  standing  at  this  time  209  active  members. 
The  United  Presbyterian  congregation  numbers 
among  its  members  a  large  number  of  the  wealthier 
farmers  of  the  township,  and  the  health  and  pros- 
perit}-  of  the   society  are  largely  due  to  the  talent 


-4*- 


and  labor  of  Rev.  Elliott,  who  is  justly  .accorded 

praise  as  a  clear  and  logical  speaker.     The  church 

building  has  been   repaired  and  seats  comfortably 

500  persons. 

I        Two  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Rev.  and 

I    Jlrs.  Elliott:  Annie  M.,  deceased,  and  Bower  M., 

j    born  July  9,  1875.     Rev.  Elliott  w.as  a  volunteer 

during  the  late  war,  and  a  member  of  Co.  1,  156th 

Ohio  Vol.  Inf.     He  comes  from  patriotic  stock,  and 

from  Revolutionary  times  to  this  date  the  name  has 

been  found  on  the  muster  rolls,  when  the  rights  of 

the  American  people  were  being  tested. 


^^^EORGE  ROYCE,  f.armerand  stock-raiser,  on 
II  ^=^  section  16,  Oregon  Township,  is  the  owner 
^^iSJ  of  1 2 1  acres  of  well-improved  land.  He  is 
a  native  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,born  in  1821, 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Betsy  (Reed)  Royce, 
natives  of  Connectiuct,  but  who  moved  to  New 
York  at  a  very  earlj'  da}',  and  there  died  many 
years  ago.  The  early  life  of  George  was  spent  on 
a  farm,  his  time  being  divided  between  the  school- 
room and  working  upon  a  farm,  attending  school 
during  the  winter  months,  and  laboring  during  the 
spring,  summer  and  fall  months.  When  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  he  commenced  working  in  a  foun- 
dry at  Tylerville,  N.  Y.,  and  continue.d  in  that  em- 
ployment for  two  years,  then  commenced  working 
in  a  carnage-shop,  and  continued  in  that  business 
for  two  years.  He  then  came  west  and  settled  in 
St.  Clair  County,  111.,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  plows.  In 
1854,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Muscatine 
County,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  where 
he  also  engaged  in  plow  manufacturing.  In  1856 
he  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  for 
several  years  was  engaged  in  various  lines  of  me- 
chanical labor,  and  then  removed  to  a  farm,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming. 

Mr.  Royce  was  married  in  1850,  in  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  to  Adalaide  Brumage,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  Brumage,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  the  former  of  German  and  the  latter  of 
English  descent.  She  was  born  in  Libert}',  Ind.,  in 
1833.     Her  parents  moved  to  Muscatine,   Iowa,  in 
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1847,  and  there  died  some  years  ago.  Jfr.  r.nd  Mrs. 
Ro3'ce  liave  had  five  children,  only  one  of  whom  is 
now  living — John  T.  The  deceased  are  Annie,  Ida, 
Alice  and  Rose.  Mr.  and  >[rs.  Ro3'ce  are  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Republican. 

It  is  a  proverb  that  we  brought  nothing  into  the 
world  and  can  take  uotliingiiout.  He  this  us  it  may, 
while  in  this  world  one  can  add  greatly  to  his  pos- 
sessions, if  to  industry'  is  combined  rigid  economy, 
with  a  determination  to  do.  Tiiis  has  been  the  case 
with  Mr.  Royce  and  his  good  wife.  They  have 
toiled  long  and  hard,  early  and  late,  and  are  now 
the  possessors  of  a  neat  and  comfortable  home,  sur- 
rounded by  plant}',  for  all  of  which  they  feel  truly 
grateful. 
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ylLLIAM  M.  ABRAHAM  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  residing  ^)n  section  17,  Dutch 
Creek  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  .Jefferson  County,  April  (>,  lS20,and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Ellen  (Kinkade)  Abraham,  the 
former  a  native  cf  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 
West  \'irginia.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  until  1842,  when  he 
accompanied  his  father  and  mother  to  Union  Couii- 
t3%  Ohio.  At  the  time  the}'  moved  to  Union 
Count}'  the  woods  were  filled  with  wild  game  of 
all  kinds.  On  the  1st  of  April,  1845,  he  married 
Miss  Nancy  V.  Sanders,  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio. 
She  was  a  native  of  hath  County.  Ky.,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Patsey  (Ralston)  .Sanders,  her  father 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  her  mother  of  Kentucky. 
From  184.')  to  18,10  the  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
mained in  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  coming  through  with  a  team,  and  being  three 
weeks  on  the  road.  On  arriving  here,  he  rented  a 
farm  for  one  year  in  Dutch  Creek  Township,  and 
then  moved  to  the  city  of  Washington,  where  he 
purchased  a  stock  of  groceries  of  M.  C.  Mitchell, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  square,  and  continued  in 
that  business  for  two  years.  In  1853  he  sold  out 
his  store  and  made  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Union 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  two  months  and  then 
returned  to  this  county.     He  made  three  different 


trips  to  Ohio  with  teams.  On  his  last  visit  he 
looked  upon  the  face  of  his  father  for  the  last  time. 
This  was  in  185."!.  His  niotlicr  dic<l  some  years 
previous  to  this.  Both  his  father  and  mother  were 
members  of  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
were  devoted  Christians. 

In  1858  Mr.  Abraham  purchased  HiO  acres  of 
land  of  W.  W.  Wells,  at  ><.')  [)er  acre,  and  began  to 
improve  the  same.  He  now  owns  125  acres,  finely 
improved,  with  vahudilc  farm  buildings.  When 
he  settled  u|>on  his  faru)  there  was  no  road  from  it 
leading  to  Washington,  the  county  seat.  Taking 
a  yoke  of  o.xen  he  ran  a  furrow  straight  to  the  city, 
and  over  this  route  traveled  until  other  roads  were 
laid  out.  On  the  IGth  day  of  August,  18G4,  his 
wife  was  called  to  her  last  resti  leaving  him  with  a 
family  of  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: William  N.  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his, 
country  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  faithfully  served 
his  time,  and  was  honorably  discharge<l ;  he  is  now 
a  farmer  in  Greene  County,  Iowa.  KUen  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Morgan,  a  farmer  in  Richland 
Township,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa;  E.  K.  is  now  an  as- 
sistant in  the  management  of  the  home  farm;  J. 
F.  is  in  the  harness  and  saddlery  trade  in  Richland, 
Keokuk  County;  Martha  A.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
A.  Black,  a  farmer  in  Keith  County,  Neb. ;  \'.  S. 
married  Rose  Imes,  and  is  also  living  in  Keith 
County,  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Abraham  at 
the  time  of  her  death  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church;  she  was  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother.  On  the  5th  of  April,  18G5,  Mr.  Abraham 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Rebecca 
Harris,  of  Talleyrand,  Iowa,  a  native  of  Richland 
County,  (Jhio,  born  May  5,  182(),  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  and  Susanna  (.Johnson)  Harris.  Her 
parents  moved  from  Richland  County,  (.)liio,  in 
1.S44.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
her  mother  of  Ohio,  both  of  Irish  descent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alu'aham  are  members  of  the 
Tnited  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  the  work  of 
the  Church  take  special  delight.  Mr.  Abraham 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Dutch  Creek  Post- 
otlice  by  Franklin  Pierce,  and  held  the  oHice  until 
Buchanan's  time,  when  he  resigned.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  about 
twenty  years.     He  has  held  all  the  township  ollices,    y 
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and  is  at  present  one  of  the  Trustees.  He  has  held 
all  the  offices  of  the  School  Board,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent Treasurer  of  the  same,  having  lield  the  posi- 
tion for  the  last  six  years.  He  is  also  Seeretar3'  of 
the  Church  Board.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 
.Mr.  Abraham  has  been  a  citizen  of  Washington 
Count}'  for  thirty-seven  years,  and  it  can  be  read- 
ily understood  that  many  changes  liave  taken  place 
since  that  time.  In  the  improvement  of  the  coun- 
trj'  he  has  done  his  part.  When  discovered  by  the 
writer  of  this  sketch,  he  was  seated  upon  a  self- 
binder,  one  of  the  latest  improved  machines.  He 
remarked  that  lie  liad  just  been  thinking  of  the 
great  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  ma- 
chinery since  his  boyhood  days.  Fifty  years  ago 
that  day.  lie  said,  he  was  employed  in  the  cutting 
of  his  grain  with  an  old-fashioned  cradle.  Since 
that  time  he  has  used  eacli  of  the  different  ma- 
chines for  cutting  grain,  until  at  present  he  is,  as 
already  staled,  using  the  latest  improved  self- 
binder.  It  is  hard  for  him  to  realize  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  sixty-seven  years  of  his 
life,  and  especially  since  he  has  grown  to  manhood ; 
but  time  is  ever  going  on,  improvements  are  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  he  does  not  expect  to  be 
surprised  at  any  invention  that  may  be  made.  He 
remembers  well  the  completion  of  the  first  railroad 
in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  w.as  one  of  the  number 
who  made  the  first  excursion  from  Washington  to 
Muscatine  on  the  completion  of  the  railroad  to  the 
former  place.  Mr.  Abraham  is  a  well-preserved 
man,  one  who  enjoys  the  respect  of  his  neighbors, 
and  who  in  ail  things  endeavors  to  practice  the 
precepts  of  the  (xoldcn  Rule.  His  life  has  not  been 
in  vain. 

sHOMAS  MACHOVEC,  a  retired  farmer, 
was  born  in  Kalovitz,  Crigplezen,  Bohemia, 
in  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Mary 
(Cepek)  JIachovec,  wlio  were  reared  and  married 
in  Bohemia.  By  profession  Peter  Maciiovec  was  a 
farmer,  and  had  a  nice  farm  in  his  native  country. 
He  was  also  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
Both  himself  and  wife  were  devout  Catholics,  and 
their  children  were  reared  in  that  faith.  They 
reared  four  children:     Joseph,  who  married   Mary 
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Jansky,  who  was  the  mother  of  several  children ; 
he  was  a  carpenter,  and  lived  and  died  in  Paddo- 
voron,  his  native  village.  Mary  married  James 
Bouline.  a  farmer,  and  became  the  motiier  of  a 
large  family;  she  is  now  deceased.  Anna  married 
James  Bushek,  a  farmer,  and  also  died  after  rear- 
ing a  large  family  of  children;  Thomas,  our  sub- 
ject, wedded  Mary  Pisha,  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Sophronia  (Chlupisa)  Pisha,  who  lived  on 
their  own  land  in  the  same  neighborhood  where 
Thomas  Machovec  was  born.  She  was  also  born 
in  1822,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  Dec.  2, 
1842. 

A  small  farm  vvas  the  marriage  portion,  coming 
from  the  Machovec  estate,  and  upon  this  the  young 
couple  began  their  married  life,  and  here  also  their 
children  were  born.  Barbara,  the  eldest  child,  died 
in  infancy ;  Josephine  died  in  childhood ;  James,  a 
carpenter,  is  a  resident  of  Iowa  City,  and  the 
husband  of  Barbara  Urba;  Sophronia  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Anthony  Dietz,  a  far- 
mer of  Johnson  County,  Iowa;  Barbara  is  the  wife 
of  Nicholas  Stark,  a  farmer  near  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa;  Josephine,  the  second,  also  died  in  infancy; 
Sophronia,  the  second,  is  deceased,  and  Anna  is 
the  only  child  now  with  the  parents. 

In  his  native  country,  Thomas,  like  his  father, 
was  a  .Justice  for  several  years,  also  a  member  of 
the  School  Bo.ard,  and  had  for  th.at  day  and 
country  quite  a  liberal  education.  In  18G0,  his 
only  son,  James,  came  to  America,  and  located  for 
some  time  in  Chicago,  and  in  18G8  came  to  Iowa 
City.  He  wrote  glowing  letters  to  his  parents 
about  the  Great  West,  and  they  decided  to  sell 
their  farm  in  Bohemia  and  come  to  the  .State  of 
Iowa.  In  April,  1870,  the  famih'  left  their  native 
land,  and  after  a  safe  voyage  of  thirteen  days 
landed  in  New  York  on  the  13th  of  May.  They 
came  direct  to  Iowa  Citj',  Iowa,  where  a  house 
was  rented  for  eighteen  months,  and  after  looking 
over  the  country,  they  decided  upon  tiie  purchase 
of  a  nice  little  farm  of  fifty  acres  in  English 
River  Township,  to  which  they  removed  and  are 
still  residents. 

Mr.  Machovec  has  been  quite  prosperous,  and 
their  three  eldest  children  are  married  and  com- 
fortably settled   in  life.     Anna,  the   youngest,  hs^s 
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secured,  almost  unaided,  an  excellent  education, 
and  has  only  attended  .school  tv\'o  weeks  since  coin- 
ing to  America,  at  which  time  she  was  eleven  years 
old,  and  spoke  not  a  word  of  the  ICnu^lish  lanijuage. 
She  is  the  life  and  jo}'  of  tiie  househohi,  and  takes 
the  burden  of  domestic  duties  off  her  aged  niolhei-. 
Jfr.  and  Mrs.  Machovcc  surely  deserve  a  place  in 
the  history  of  the  county  they  love,  and  of  which 
they  are  residents.  Thomas  Machovec  became  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  June  2, 
188.5.  Politicallj',  he  is  a  Democrat.  The  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Riverside  Catholic  Cluirch. 
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M.  .SHEARER,  County  Surveyor,  resides 
at  Washington.  He  is  a  native  of  Mont- 
gomery Couut3',  Ohio,  and  was  born  Aug. 
11,1821.  His  father,  Valentine  Shearer, 
a  native  of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  born  in  17'J0, 
married  Miss  Mar3-  Kellenberger,  a  native  of  Mary- 
land, born  in  1 79.5.  The}'  first  settled  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  about 
1836,  when  thej' moved  to  Shelby  County,  the  same 
State.  In  the  spring  of  184(;  the  family  came  to 
Iowa,  and  located  near  Brigiiton,  hut  across  the  line 
in  Jefferson  County,  where  a  tine  farm  was  im- 
proved. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  arc  yet  living:  I).  M.,  of 
Washington,  Iowa;  Ann  .M.uiah,  the  wife  of  John 
Brier,  of  Brighton;  Luther,  a  f.umer  in  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Neb.;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  B.  Roland,  of 
Cass  County,  Neb.;  Valentine,  also  residing  in  the 
same  county. 

Valentine  Shearer  was  a  man  well  posted  in  the 
a£fairs  of  State  and  Nation,  and  politically,  was  a 
Jackson  Democrat.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  was  also  a 
member.  About  1882,  when  ninety-two  years  of 
age,  he  moved  to  Cass  County,  Neb.,  where  he  died 
in  1884,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
Mrs.  Shearer  is  still  living  in  that  county,  and  is 
now  ninety-two  years  of  age.  They  lived  together 
as  man  and  wife  sixty-four  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  oldest  of  ten 
children,  and  was  reared  as  farmers'  boys  were 
generally  in  that  early  day,  to  hard    work,  thankful 
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for  the  opportunity  of  attending  school  during  the 
winter,  when  it  was  too  cold  to  work.  In  184,5  he 
was  married,  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Whitmore,  a  (laughter  of  Daniel  and 
Frances  Whitmore.  .She  was  a  native  of  that  county. 
Before  reaching  his  majority  Mr.  Shearer  w.is  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
jt)iner,  which  occup:ition  he  lias  followed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  In  18.52  he  came  to  Washington 
Count}',  Iowa,  locating  at  Brighton,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  in  connection  with  millwrighting. 
As  a  millwright  he  worked  in  a  number  of  places 
in  Iowa  and  Illinois.  On  the  ilth  of  April,  1880, 
Mrs.  Shearer  died,  leaving  a  kind  husband  and  four 
children  to  mourn  their  loss:  Frances  M.,  the  wife 
of  A.  M.  Friend,  of  Iowa  City:  Olive  A.,  the  wife 
of  M.  C.  Israel,  a  prominent  merchant  of  Des 
Moines;  Daniel  W.,  agent  of  tlie  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R. 
at  Gallatin,  Mo. ;  Clara  B.,  the  wife  of  F.  E.  Lain- 
plicre.  United  States  Express  Agent,  at  Washing- 
ton. Mrs.  Shearer  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Cluirch,  and  was  highl}'  esteemed  for 
her  many  Christian  graces. 

In  18S1.  Mr.  Shearer  came  to  Wiishington.  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Lamphere.  In  tlie  fall  of  188.5  he  was  elected  .Sur- 
veyor of  Washington  County,  and  has  since  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  faithful  man- 
ner. In  politics,  in  e;iri3'  life,  he  w.as  a  Democrat, 
but  when  the  party  was  hopelessly  divided  ou  the 
slavery  question,  lie  became  a  Republican,  with 
which  party  he  h:is  since  :icte<l.  Religiously,  he 
holds  membership  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Brighton.  Few  men  enjoy  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  they  are  acquainted 
more  than  D.  M.  .Shearer,  .Surveyor  of  Washington 
County. 

F.  FUNSTON  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  upon  section  30,  Cl.a}'  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Ohio,  May  25,  1841,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Barr) 
Funston.  the  former  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the 
latter  of  Kentucky.  William  Funston  emigrated 
to  America  when  quite  young  and  settled  in  Ken- 
tuck}',  but   subsequently   removed   to  Ohio,  where 
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he  (lied  March  30,  1 8G.5.  He  was  taken  sick  in 
1860,  anil  was  an  invalid  dnring  tlie  remainder  of 
his  life.  His  great  desire  was  to  see  tlie  war  closed 
and  the  Nation  at  peace.  While  he  did  not  live  to 
see  the  fulttlluient  of  his  desire,  yet  the  war  was 
virtually  closed  at  the  time  of  his  deatii.  Ilis  wife 
survived  him  some  years,  dying  Nov.  24,  1872. 
She  was  a  memlier  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcii.  Thoy.  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  five  are  yet  living.  Joh]i  emigrated  to 
Kansas  and  died  about  I  87(1;  Margaret  died  many 
yeai-s  ago;  two  tlied  in  infancy;  Eliza  resides  in 
Brighton;  P'rederick  is  a  farmer  in  Keokuk  Count}', 
Iowa;  Robert  B.  resides  in  Brighton;  D.  F.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  W.  R.  is  a  grain-dealer  resid- 
ing in  Brighton.  William  Funston,  the  father,  was 
a  carpenter  and  cabinet-maker  bj'  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  for  many  years.  Ho  owned 
a  farm  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  that  State.  An  aunt  of  our  sub- 
ject, Fannie  Burr,  married  William  Ward,  a  com- 
panion of  the  celebrated  Daniel  Boone.  The 
famil}'  lived  in  Ohio  until  the  year  184.i,  and  then 
emigrated  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  where 
William  Funston  bought  200  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 36,  Clay  Township,  though  he  lived  the  first 
six  months  in  Brighton  Township.  He  removed 
to  his  farm  in  Clay  Township  in  the  spring  of  1846, 
and  witii  the  assistance  of  his  family,  improved  the 
place.  He  was  a  man  of  influence,  and  highly  re- 
spected by  all.  AVhile  a  believer  in  the  Christian 
religion,  be  never  identified  himself  with  any 
church.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

D.  F.  Funston,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  He  was  but  four  years  of  age  vvhen  he 
came  to  Iowa,  and  since  eighteen  years  of  age  has 
had  charge  of  the  home  farm.  He  was  married, 
Oct.  24,  1866,  to  Miss  .Julia  Sisson,  a  native  of 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  liorn  Dec.  27,  1842,  and 
daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Mary  (Howe)  Sisson,  who 
were  also  natives  of  New  York,  and  the  parents  of 
eleven  children:  Lucy;  Julia,  deceased;  Filbert; 
Julia,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Melville,  deceased; 
Mary,  George,  Henry,  Ellen,  Fannie  and  John. 
Her  father  died  Dec.  I'J,  1866.     Her  mother  is  yet 


living  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  resides  in 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.  She  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Cliurcii.  Her  fatiier  was  also  a 
member  of  that  church.  Mr.  Funston  is  one  of  tiie 
heaviest  stock  shij^pers  and  stock-raisers  in  W^ash- 
ington  County.  He  has  been  engaged  in  shi|)ping 
stock  for  the  last  eight  years,  in  connection  witii 
his  farming  interests,  and  for  two  years  past  lias 
acted  as  an  expert  on  tiie  VV^alter  A.  W'ood  Har- 
vester. No  man  in  Clay  Township  is  better  known 
or  more  highly  respected  than  Mr.  Funston.  Ho 
h.ts  held  various  township  ottices,  and  politically,  he 
is  a  Republican. 


/,,.,  I).  ACHESON.  Among  the  re|)resenta- 
x4J|  five  farmers  of  Oregon  Township  is  the 
'I  (4)  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  I'osides  on  sec- 
tion  4,  wiiere  he  owns  200  acres  of  excel- 
lent land,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivatiijn.  He  is  a  native  of  Guernsey  County, 
Ohio,  born  in  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  David  ami 
Elizalteth  Acheson,  who  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  The  former 
died  in  that  county  some  years  ago,  while  the  latter 
isstill  living  in  Louisa  County,  this  State.  He  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  during  all  his 
life  has  been  used  to  hard  work. 

When  several  of  the  Southern  States  rebelled 
against  the  General  Government,  Mr.  Acheson  was 
among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  President 
Lincoln,  au<l  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  1 1  th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf., 
and  faithfully  served  his  country  for  over  four 
years,  or  until  the  last  rebel  had  laid  down  liisarms. 
He  was  in  the  sieges  of  Vicksburg  and  Corinth,  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  and  others  of  the  most  noted  en- 
gagements throughout  the  war.  He  was  iji  the  At- 
lanta campaign,  and  with  .Sherman  on  his  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  From  the  sea  he  marched  to 
Washington,  and  was  in  the  grand  review  in  that 
city.      He  was  honorably  discharged  at    Louisville, 

Returning  home,  our  subject  at  once  lesumed  bis 
place  upon  the  farm,  and  in  1868  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Esther  J.  Duncan,  a  native  of 
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Tennessee,  burn  Nov.  16,  184C,  anrl  daiigliter  of 
Andrew  and  Nancy  Duncan,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Tennessee.  By  this  union  there  are  four  children 
— Lizzie  Iv,  William  K.,  Nellie  L.  and  Robert  A. 
Mr.  Achc.st)n  may  well  be  called  a  self-made  man. 
Starting  in  life  with  nothing  bnl  his  strong  arm, 
and  a  will  to  use  it,  by  his  own  ett'orls.  aided  by  his 
good  wife,  he  has  secured  a  competency.  They 
settled  iii>on  their  present  farm  in  1.SG8,  and  now 
have  one  of  the  l)est  in  Oregon  Township,  all  the 
improvements  being  of  the  Ijetter  class.  He  is 
classed  to-daj'  among  the  solid  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  the  townshi|i.  Hoth  himself  and  wife  are 
respected  members  of  the  I'nited  Presbyterian 
Church.      Politicall3-,  he  is  a  Republican. 


H 


OllN  COPl'OCK,  Sii.,  deceased,  was  both 
an  early  settler  of  Henry  and  Washington 
C(junties,  Iowa.  He  wa.s  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  Jan.  13,  KS19,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  was  educated  in  the  common  scho(^l, 
ami  111!  the  12th  of  December,  1839,  married  Miss 
Hannah  Neal,  also  a  native  of  Miami  County,  born 
Oct.  19,  1823,  and  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Su- 
sanna Neal,  who  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers 
of  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1842  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cop- 
pock  left  Ohio  and  came  to  Iowa,  coming  through 
with  teams,  and  being  about  three  weeks  in  making 
the  journey.  The3'  settleil  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  Henry  County,  where  Mr,  Coppock  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  improved  a  farm  and  remained  eight 
years.  They  then  came  to  Washiijgton  County  and 
located  on  section  31),  of  Brighton  Township, 
where  he  again  opened  up  a  farm.  Soon  after  coming 
to  this  place  he  built  a  small  sawmill  on  .Skunk 
River,  which  was  torn  down  in  1 8(j2  ;  he  also  erected 
a  gristmill. 

In  earlj'  life  Mr.  Coppock  was  an  old-line  Whig, 
and  a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Claj-.  Holding 
strong  anti-slavery  views,  when  the  Republican 
party  was  orgam'zed  he  became  an  advocate  of  its 
principles,  and  continued  to  vote  with  that  party 
until  his  death.  Religiously,  in  later  life  he  was  a 
member  i>f  the  Church  of  God.  He  wa.s  a  kind 
husband   and   an  indulgent  father,  one  who  stood 


high  in  the  esteem  of  the  people,  being  honest  and 
npriglit  in  all  his  dealings. 

The  family  of  .lohn  Coppock  included  fourteen 
cliildren.  Init  eight  uf  whom  are  now  living: 
William,  now  residing  in  this  county;  Thomas  re- 
siding in  Gove  Count}',  Kan.;  Nancy,  at  home; 
Ilaimah,  the  wife  of  N.  C.  Essley,  of  Washington 
County;  Alza,  at  home;  Maggie,  the  wife  of  C.  E. 
McKinsey,  of  Ilenr^'  County,  Iowa.  John,  now  re- 
siding on  the  old  place;  Luclla,  the  wife  of  F.  S. 
Kiner,  of  Henr}-  County,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Coppock  is 
still  living  with  her  son  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
is  a  jvell-preserved  woman  of  sixty-four  years. 

John  Coppock,  the  son  of  our  subject,  and  owner 
and  proprietor  of  the  Coppock  Mills,  w.as  born  in 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  Jiil.y  2,  1862.  Here  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  at  Washington,  where  his  parents  lived  for 
seven  years.  When  twenty-one  3'ears  old  he  pur- 
chased the  mill,  and  has  continued  to  operate  it 
ever  since.  The  mill  is  one  of  the  best  in  Wash- 
ington County,  40.\.')0  feet,  six  and  a  half  stories 
high,  and,  together  with  the  dam,  cost-^10,000.  Mr. 
Coppock  is  a  young  man,  full  of  energy,  a  good 
business  man  in  every  respect,  and  one  who 
doubtless  has  a  bright  future  before  him. 


B.  YOUNG,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Cedar  Township,  is  a  native  of  W.ash- 
ington  County,  Iowa,  born  .Sept.  10,  1843, 
'^^  and  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Nancj"  (Eyestone) 
Young,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
latter  of  Indiana.  Thej'  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  arriving  here  in  June,  1843, 
and  locating  on  section  22,  Cedar  Township,  where 
Mr.  Young  entered  120  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
improved  and  on  which  he  lived  for  many  years. 
His  death  occurred  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine 
years.  He  was  an  enterprising,  public-spirited  man, 
and  no  one  was  better  known  or  more  universally 
respected  in  Washington  County.  In  earl}'  life  he 
was,  politically,  a  Whig,  but  from  the  date  of  its 
organization,  cast  his  influence  with  the  Republican 
party.  His  wife  died  in  18(!.i,  at  the  .age  of  forty- 
eight.     They  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  of 
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whom  are  yet  living:  Eliza  J.  is  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel C.  Gardner,  of  Cedar  Township;  .7.  B.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Edward  II.  now  resides  near 
Lexington,  this  country;  Charles  is  a  farmer  in  Cedar 
Township;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Illinsworth, 
and  is  residing  in  Wapello  County. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  was  reared  in  Cedar 
Township,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Me  remained  at  home,  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm,  until  August,  1861,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  until 
April,  1862,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disabilitj'.  Returning  home,  he  again  toolv  his  place 
upon  the  farm,  wiiere  he  remained  until  he  felt  that 
his  health  had  fully  recovered,  when  he  again  en- 
listed, becoming  a  member  of  the  2d  Iowa  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
While  a  menil)er  of  the  2d  Regiment,  he  took  part 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  on  tlie  march  to  the 
sea,  thence  on  to  Washington,  where  he  formed  one 
of  the  great  number  of  volunteer  soldiers  in  the 
grand  review.  At  Dallas,  (ia.,  he  received  a  wound 
in   his  right  eye,  which  caused  the  loss  of  its  sight. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  in  July,  1865,  Mr. 
Young  returned  to  Washington  County,  rented  a 
farm,  and  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account. 
He  continued  to  rent  for  seven  years,  when  he 
liought  eight3'  acres  of  land  in  Ringgold  Count3', 
which  he  retained  and  worked  for  two  j'ears,  then 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Washington  County  and 
purchased  eight}'  acres  on  section  4,  Cedar  Town- 
ship, wiiere  he  now  resides.  To  the  original  eighty 
he  has  added  b}'  subsequent  purchase,  until  he  now 
owns  a  splendid  fai'm  of  192  acresf  all  of  which  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  His  present  neat 
and  comfortable  dwelling-house  was  erected  in 
1881,  at  a  cost  of  1^2,000.  The  barn  cost  *1)00.  In 
1874,  he  married  Annie  Lillie,  a  native  of  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  James  and  Matilda 
(Anderson)  Lillie.  who  were  also  natives  of  Ohio. 
Eonr  children  have  blest  their  union:  Edgar, 
born  Jan,  18,  1875;Oeorge,  March  21,  1877;  Mary, 
born  Jan.  13,  1882,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
Jennie,  born  March  13,  1886. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  are  members  of  the  Melii- 
odist  Ei)iscopal  Church  at  Lexington,  and  lioth  are 
greatly  interested  in  Church  work.     Politically,  he 


is  a  Republican.  A  i)ractical  farmer,  he  attends 
closely  to  his  Ijusiness,  wasting  no  time,  and  im- 
proving the  hours  as  they  go  by.  As  can  well  be 
understood,  he  has  been  reasonably  successful  in  his 
efforts.  Barely  in  the  prime  of  life  he  is  yet  num- 
bered among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Cedar 
Township.  In  stock  he  has  endeavored  to  keep  the 
best,  and  at  present  has  a  goodly  number  of  fine 
cattle  of  a  high  grade.  Socially,  and  as  a  citizen, 
he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  the  esteem  of  ;dl. 


general 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  24, 
Clay  Townsliip..  He  was  born  in  Anderson 
;fcj))  County,  Tenn.,  Sept.  4,  1812,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Galbraith)  Russell,  the 
former  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Penn- 
sylvania, both  being  of  Scotch  descent.  Tiiey  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet 
living — Robert,  Jane  T.,  Elizabeth  and  David. 
Jane  T.  married  William  Beatty,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. She  resides  in  Henderson  County,  HI.,  and 
is  one  of  the  four  original  settlers  of  that  county 
now  living.  They  have  three  sons  living — Ira, 
George  and  Eli.  The  first  two  served  through  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  were  as  brave  and  true 
men  as  ever  went  to  defend  the  flag  of  their  coun- 
try. They  were  members  of  the  gallant  84th  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  George  was  wounded  at  Lovejo\'. 
Elizabeth  married  Harry  Ingham,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  in  this  work.  The  mother  died  in 
1824,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Tennessee.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Old-School  Presl)yterian  Church. 
The  father  died  in  1843,  near  Trenton,  Iowa.  He 
was  an  early  settler  of  Henderson  Ci)Uiity,  III.,  set- 
tling there  in  1831. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Robert  Russell,  com- 
menced life  for  himself  in  1832.  He  first  learned 
the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  and  afterward  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  and  millwright's  trades.  On  leaving 
home,  he  first  went  to  Springfield,  III.,  where  he 
worked  at  thecabinet-nmkcr's  trade  with  his  i)rother 
Harvey,  but  soon  afterward  cornmeiice<l  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter.  He  continued  at  work  in  carpen- 
tering and   millwrighting   until    1864.     He    was  a 
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good  iiieolmnic,  aiid  while  following  his  chosen  oc- 
cuiiation  was  never  at  a  loss  for  worlc,  his  services  al- 
waj's  being  in  demand.  He  insisted  in  building  tlie 
second  house  in  ()(|uawka,  III.,  then  known  as  Yel- 
lowb.'inks.  This  building  was  erected  for  S.  S. 
Phelps,  who  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  the 
Indian  trade.  It  was  afterward  used  for  a  hotel 
under  tiic  management  of  Knowles  &  Perkins. 

In  isi;4  .Mr.  Russell  came  to  Washington  Coun- 
ty. Iowa,  witli  th&  intention  of  soon  returning  to 
Illinois.  His  brother,  residing  here,  was  desirous 
of  going  to  California,  and  persuaded  him  to  take 
charge  of  his  farm.  After  remaining  here  for  some 
time,  he  decide<l  to  make  this  his  permanent  home, 
his  father  having  willed  him  160acresof  fine  tillable 
land,  and  1 20  acres  of  good  timber  land.  The  farm 
is  now  in  splendid  condition,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
in  Clay  Township.  On  the  pl.ace  is  a  good  dwell- 
ing, and  a  never-failing  well  of  good  water.  Politi- 
cally. Mv.  HnsscU  is  a  Kepublican  of  the  stalwart 
kind,  one  whu  believes  that  the  parly  hiis  not  yet 
fulfilled  its  mission.  He  has  been  a  Repulilican 
since  ISGD.  In  that  year,  after  reading  the  plat- 
form of  the  Democratic,  the  LMiion,  and  tlie  He- 
Ijulilicnn  parties,  he  decided  tliat  the  latter  was  the 
one  for  the  people.  He  is  a  IJepublican  from  pi'in- 
ciple.  While  a  citi/en  of  Washington  County  a 
little  less  tlian  a  quarter  of  a  century,  Mr.  Russell  is 
well  known  and  is  universally  respected  b^-  all  who 
know  him. 


eURISTIAN  SCIIANTZ  is  a  native  of  Swit- 
zerland, born  in  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter 
and  Magdalene  Schanlz,  the  former  a  native 
of  France  and  the  latter  of  Switzerland.  They 
came  to  America  in  1853,  and  first  settled  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  rented  a  farm  and  lived 
four  years,  and  then  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  and  located  on  section  2."),  Marion  Township, 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  improved  land,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  forty  acres,  making  a 
farm  of  120  acres.  He  was  married,  in  185.'?,  to 
Barbara  Rich,  a  native  of  Alsace,  France.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Lena,  the  wife  of 
.lacob    (Joldsmith.    of   Henry   County,    Iowa;  Bar- 

l^r    bara,    now    the    wife    of  Stephen   Wise,   of  Henry 
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County;  Peter  R.,  Elizabeth,  M.iry  and  Katie  at 
home.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Mennonite 
Church. 

Mr.  Schantz  came  to  this  county  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances, and  all  that  he  now  h.as  was  secured  bj' 
his  own  industry  and  good  man.ngemcnt.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  general  fai-ming,  he  is  making  a 
specialty  of  draft  horses,  and  h.HS  now  two  im- 
ported Norman  horses.  Count  D'Chamhort  is  a 
splendid  grey  weighing  1.050  pounds;  Faron  is  a 
dark  grey,  four  years  old,  weighing  1,900  ptiunds. 
He  has  also  a  thoroughbred  Clydesdale,  weighing 
2,000  pounds.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  horses, 
he  owns  four  high-grade  mares,  and  expects  to  con- 
tinue in  the  stock  business. 


<|P^LIPHAL1:T  .M.  SIIAW  is  a.  fiirmer  and 
»]  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  26,  .lackson 
/ILis^  Township.  The  ancestry  of  this  family 
date  back  to  the  coming  of  the  Puritans,  and  the  first 
of  whom  absolute  knowledge  can  be  obtained  was 
.Samuel  Shaw,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He 
was  born  in  Maine,  his  ancestors  having  settled 
there  while  it  was  yet  a  province  and  a  part  of  New 
Hampshire.  Samuel  Shaw  served  during  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  and  was  married  after  his  re- 
turn. One  son  only  graced  their  union,  .Samuel, 
the  father  of  our  subject.  Soon  after  the  birth  of 
the  son,  in  1793,  his  father  died,  and  his  widow 
married  David  French,  who  gave  his  stepson  a 
good  education,  and  reared  him  carefullj'.  Mr. 
French  w.as  a  farmer,  and  several  children  were 
born  of  his  union  with  .Mrs.  Shaw,  but  their  names 
cannot  be  given. 

Samuel  Shaw,  .Ir.,  learned  surveying,  which  wa.s 
turned  to  account  later  in  life,  he  becoming  Dep- 
uty Surveyor  of  Licking  County,  Ohio.  He  was 
engaged  as  coastguard  during  the  War  of  1812,  be- 
longing to  what  was  known  as  the  "Minute  Men." 
He  was  maiiiccl.  in  1814,  to  Rebecca  Pease,  a  na- 
tive of  Maine,  .and  of  .Scotch  ancestry.  She  bore 
him  eight  children — Samuel,  Sarah,  Ilitty,  Annis, 
Robert.  Martha,  Francis  and  Willi.ani.  The  third, 
fourth,  seventh  and  eighth  are  living;  the  two  sons 
are  residents  v>f  Scott  County,  Iowa;  Annis,  of  Ful- 
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ton  County,  111.,  and  Hittie,  of  Nebraska.  After 
the  death  of  Rebecca  .Shaw  Mv.  Shaw  wedded  Susan 
B.  Maxfield,  also  a  native  of  Maine,  of  Scotch-Irish 
origin.  Susan  Shaw  was  the  daughter  of  Eliphalet 
and  Mary  .1.  (iSIcCrillis)  ^Jlaxfleld.  Jlary  J.  Mc- 
Crillis  was  born  in  Ireland  and  wedded  Eliphalet 
Maxfield  in  Maine.  He  was  a  farmer  and  tanner, 
operating  both.  Thej'  were  the  parents  of  Nathan- 
iel, William,  Rufiis,  Gran,  Jane,  Susan,  Maria, 
Elizabeth  and  Hugh.  Her  parents,  in  1837,  re- 
moved to  Knoxville,  Knox  Co.,  Ill,  most  of  the 
family  coming  with  tiieni. 

Samuel  Shaw  left  Maine  in  1S17,  and  settled 
with  his  faniil}'  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  the  profession  of  surveying  for  many 
years.  In  18'25  he  became  a  Free- Will  Baptist 
minister,  preaching  regularly  at  Granville,  Ohio, 
until  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1835.  He  then 
moved  with  his  family  to  Mercer  County,  111.,  pur- 
chasing a  farm,  and  for  ten  years  constantly  trav- 
eled and  preached  over  the  northwestern  part  rjf 
Illinois,  from  Bureau  County  to  the  junction  of  the 
Illinois  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  In  l.'s3(j  Rev.  Shaw 
returned  to  his  native  State  and  wedded  the  lady 
mentioned,  who  returned  with  him  to  Illinois. 
Samuel  Shaw  became  a  partner  with  his  relative,  Pat 
Pease,  the  former  furnishing  the  money  and  the 
latter  the  time,  and  about  14,000  acres  of  military 
land  were  purchased,  but  through  defective  titles 
and  litigation  both  men  became  bankrupt.  Sam- 
uel was  then  fifty  3'ears  of  age,  and  had  to  begin 
at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  to  retrieve  liis  fort- 
une. He  unfortunately  met  at  this  time  with  an 
accident  which  |>revented  his  working,  and  for  sev- 
eral consecutive  years  he  taught  school,  walkhig  on 
crutches,  and  also  filled  the  pulpits  of  several  Free- 
will Baptist  Churches  in  the  vicinity.  In  1852  he 
served  as  pastor  of  a  church  in  Fulton  County,  111., 
and  having  been  successful  in  retrieving  a  small  jjart 
of  his  fortiuie  purchased  1 00  acres  of  land  in  tiiat 
county.  With  tlie  exception  of  two  years  he  remained 
tliere  until  1865,  when,  at  the  age  of  seventy  he  re- 
linquished the  ministrj'  and  followed  his  children  to 
Iowa,  purchasing  a  farm  near  Washington,  where 
he  remained  during  his  lifetime,  reaching  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-seven. 

During  his  ministry  Rev.  Samuel  Shaw  was  per- 
<■  


haps  as  widely  known  in  the  State  of  Illinois  as  any 
minister  ever  living  within  her  boundaries.  Over 
a  scoi'e  of  special  services  were  held  at  different 
churches  in  that  State  upon  hearing  of  his  death,  and 
being  a  pioneer  he  was  further  endeared  to  all  the 
oldest  and  best  families.  Mis  death  occurred  in 
October,  1880.  His  wife  is  a  resident  of  Washing- 
ton, Iowa,  and  has  reached  her  seventy-sixth  year. 
She  has  borne  her  husband  eight  children,  all  born 
in  Illinois:  Eliphalet  M..  our  subject;  Elizabeth 
and  Floramand,  deceased;  Louisa,  now  the  wife  of 
W.  S.  Reister,  a  merchant  of  Washington;  Albert 
and  Alfred,  twins,  the  latter  deceased.  Albert  en- 
tered the  army  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  17th  Illi)iois  Regiment,  and  was  later 
transferred  to  the  8th  Regiment.  He  was  wounded 
in  the  assault  on  Spanish  Fort,  and  afterward  dis- 
charged on  that  account.  He  wedded  Minerva 
Davis,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county. 
James  B.  wedded  Emma  Abbey;  he  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Washington,  manages  his  mother's  farm 
and  resides  with  her. 

Of  the  first  children  born  to  Rev.  Samuel  Shaw, 
Samuel,  deceased,  was  a  minister  of  the  Christian 
Church;  he  wedded  Laura  Goodall.  Robert  was  a 
teacher  for  a  number  of  years,  studied  law,  and  was 
later  elected  Treasurer  of  Rock  Island  County,  111., 
and  served  in  that  official  position  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1856;  his  wife  was  Henrietta  Hay- 
wood. Annis  wedded  Dr.  C.  H.  Budd ;  they  are 
residents  of  Canton,  111.  Sarah,  deceased,  became 
the  wife  of  Henr3'  Rucker,  and  after  his  death  mar- 
ried D.  M.  Pierce,  a  mercliant  of  Cambridge, 
Henry  Co.,  111.;  Hittie  wedded  Thomas  Bigelow, 
and  the3'  are  residents  of  Nebraska;  Frank  married 
Sarah  Chapman,  now  deceased,  and  is  a  mechanic 
at  Princeton,  Scott  Co.,  Iowa;  William  wedded 
Elizabeth  Hanna,  and  is  also  a  resident  of  tlie  lat- 
ter-named place. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  second 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Shaw,  and  w.is  practically 
in  charge  of  the  farm  while  his  father  was  away 
engaged  in  the  ministry.  However,  he  secured  a 
good  education  and  a  practical  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture. He  was  born  Nov.  16,  1838,  in  Mercer 
County,  III.,  and  wedded  Sally  Wheeler,  of  Fulton 
County,  111.,  but  a  native  of  New  York.     His  mar- 
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riage  was  celebrated  Feb.  14,  18.58.  In  tlif  -spring 
of  18()5  he  came  with  his  faniil.y  tu  tliis  county, 
and  began  the  improvement  uf  his  present  farm, 
then  a  quarter-section  of  virgin  |>rairie.  After 
viewing  tiic  elegant  improvements  tlie  stranger  can 
scarcely  conceive  how  it  can  be  po.ssible  for  such 
grand  trees  to  have  grown,  and  lands  to  present 
such  a  cultivated  ai)poarance  in  onl}-  a  score  of 
years.  The  proof,  however,  lies  before  us,  but  to 
do  this  required  energy,  tact  and  capital.  Eighty 
acres  adjoining  his  original  farm  on  the  south,  and 
forty  acres  on  the  west,  have  since  been  added  to 
his  first  purchase. 

Ten  children  have  graced  the  union  of  this 
couple,  the  first  four  being  born  in  Illint>is:  Bertha; 
Jasper  L.,  now  the  husband  of  Martha  Tiirbot; 
Euphemia.  Rose,  Cora,  Ida,  Susan,  Allie.  Edna  and 
JIaudc  complete  the  family.  Bertha,  Euphemia 
and  Cora  are  teachers  of  this  county.  The  flrst- 
namerl  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  almost  con- 
stantly for  twelve  years.  All  will  as  the}'  grow 
older  complete  their  education.  From  1873  to 
187.5  Mr.  Shaw  was  Assessor  of  this  township,  and 
is  a  W(jrthy  representative  of  an  honored  father, 
not  only  in  this,  Ijut  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  Ohio 
and  Maine. 
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HOMAS  J.  BEAHD  resides  upon  section  G, 
Oregon  Township,  where  he  is  the  owner  of 
1 07  acres  of  fine  land,  and  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  N'enango  County  July  14, 
1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(McKinley)  Beard,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  Scotch- Irish  descent.  They 
came  to  this  county  in  18C5,  and  now  reside  in 
Washington.  They  reared  a  family'  of  four  chil- 
dren: James,  a  farmer  residing  in  Reno  County, 
Kan.  ;  Thomas  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Cyrus,  an  attorney  at  law,  residing  in  llariiin, 
Shelby  Co.,  Iowa;  Calvin,  of  Washington. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  State  and  received  liul  a  limitcil  education 
in  the  common  schools,  wiiich  hu  supplemented  by 
reading  and  observation.  He  came  to  this  county 
in  18G5,  and  on  the  30th  of  October,  1872,  was 
»         


united  in  marri.oge  with  Jliss  Aggie  Wright,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Alice  A.  (IMatthews)  Wright, 
who  were  natives  of  Ireland.  She  was  also  born  in 
that  country.  Ijut  when  two  years  old  was  brought 
by  her  i)arents  to  .\merica.  Four  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  three  of  whom  are  now  living 
—  Eva,  Nellie  A.  and  Mary  (i.  The  other  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Beard  are  members  of 
the  L'nited  Presb^'terian  Church.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  and  most  influential  citizens  of 
Oregon  Township.  Farming  has  been  his  lifelong 
occupation,  and  in  this  work  he  ha,s  been  remarka- 
bly' successful.  The  home  farm  consists  of  167 
acres,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  well  improved  in  every  respect.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  held  in  high  respect  b}'  all  wiio  know 
him. 


■S,  I^ILLIAM  SOUTER  is  a  native  of  Perth- 
\jjj//  shire,  Scotland,  born  Oct.  27,  1810,  and 
V^^  is  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Scott)  Souter, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  Scotland.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  but  a  common- 
school  education.  In  the  spring  of  1831  became 
to  America,  landing  in  New  York  Maj'  2  of  that 
3'ear,  after  a  voyage  of  live  weeks  and  four  days, 
on  board  the  British  brig,  Eliza,  a  small  sailing-ves- 
sel. He  at  once  proceeded  to  Greene  Countj-,  Ohio, 
and  there  settled  about  seven  miles  east  of  Xenia, 
where  he  rented  a  farm  and  lived  seven  years.  He 
then  moved  to  La  Porte  County,  Ind..  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  four  3'ears,  buying  eighty  acres 
of  raw  land,  which  he  partially  improved.  In  the 
fall  of  1842  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  settled  upon  section  I,  township 
75  north,  of  I'ange  8  west,  an  attachment  to  Wash- 
ington Township,  where  he  purch.ased  eighty  acres 
of  land  which  he  improved,  and  on  which  he  lived 
until  187(5,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm  of  his  son- 
in-law,  \V.  J.  Hamilton,  where  he  still  lives. 

On  the  2Cth  of  May,  182'.),  .Mr.  Souter  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  May  Valentine, also  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  a  daughter  of  .John  and  Ami  (Chal- 
mers) \'alentine.  Seven  children  blessed  their 
luiiun:  .lohn  died  in   iufanc}';   Elizabeth    died    in 
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1848,  at  the  age  of  seventeen;  Belle  D.  is  now  the 
wife  of  rieorge  F.  Latta,  of  Linn  Connt}',  Kan. ; 
Mary  Ann  died  April  15,  186.'!,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-seven; Nancy  W.  died  in  infancy;  Kate  M.  was 
the  wife  of  John  Eldredge,  of  White  County-,  Ind. ; 
she  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years;  N. 
J.  is  the  wife  of  W.  J.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Souter  arc  members  of  the  United 
Presbjterian  Church.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  has  voted  with  that  party  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1856.  In  early  life  jNIr.  Souter  learned 
the  trade  of  a  weaver  with  his  father  in  .Scotland, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years. 
Coming  to  this  country  a  poor  j'oungmau,  without 
means,  and  with  onh'  strong  arms  and  a  willing 
heart,  he  has  toiled  on  until  old  age  finds  himself 
and  wife  well  provided  for  with  respect  to  this 
world's  goods.  No  man  in  Cedar  Township  has 
more  friends  or  enjoj's  the  esteem  of  his  friends  to 
a  higher  degree  than  William  Souter. 
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Washington.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  a 
Prohibitionist.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  this  township.  The  father  of  Mr.  Hamilton 
died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  sixty -five.  He  was  a 
carpenter  bj'  trade,  and  a  man  of  fine  ability  intel- 
lectuallj'.  His  mother  died  in  1852.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Hamilton  served  his  adopted  country  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  being  a  member  of  the 
132d  Ohio  Infantry.  Landing  in  this  country  in 
1859,  a  poor  Ijoy,  he  went  to  work,  and  through  his 
own  exertions,  has  acquired  a  fine  property',  and 
Is  now  considered  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of 
Washington  County.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  esteemed 
by  friends  and  neighbors  in  a  high  degree,  while  his 
home  is  a  most  hospitable  one. 


y^  J.  HAMILTON  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  section  35,  Cedar, 
'J^^  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  County  Der- 
ry,  Ireland,  was  born  June  1,  1841,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Jane  (McAllister)  Hamilton,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland. 
When  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  as  a 
farm  hand  till  ]\Iarch,  1865,  when  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  settled  in  Washington  Township,  Washington 
County,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  he  subsequently  sold,  and  purchased  160ticres 
on  section  35,  Cedar  Township,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  married,  Feb.  28,  1867,  to 
Miss  N.  J.  Souter,  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  born  June  1,  1.S45,  and  daughter  of  William 
and  May  (Valentine)  Souter,  who  were  natives  of 
Scotland.  (.S.ee  sketch  of  AVilliam  .Souter.)  To 
them  five  children  have  been  born  :  Nettie  M.,  Jan. 
17,  1868;  Bessie  B.,  July  10,  1871;  Howard  B., 
Oct.  15.  1874;  Viola  A.,  March  22,  1879, and  Carrie 
8.,  Oct.  23, 1 881 .  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  United   Presbyterian  Church   of 
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VB.  SINGMASTER,  Postmaster,  and  dealer 
in  general  merchandise  at  Dublin,  Dutch 
Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Lehigh 
County,  Pa.,  -Oct.  16,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Ehzabeth  (Hyst)  Singmaster,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  of  German  descent. 
In  1843  the  family  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Clark  County,  Mo.,  where  Charles  Singmaster  pur- 
chased 240  acres  of  land,  and  engaged  in  farming. 
He  remained  there  until  1854,  and  then  came  with 
his  family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  pur- 
chased 200  acres  of  land  in  Dutch  Creek  Township, 
near  Valley  post-office.  In  1871,  being  on  a  visit 
to  his  son  Edward,  residing  at  Lancaster,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Singmaster,  while  at  church,  was  stricken  with  par- 
alysis, and  died  before  he  could  be  removed  from 
the  house.  His  remains  were  brought  back  to 
Washington  County  and  buried  in  the  cemetery 
near  Paris,  Dutch  Creek  Township.  He  was  a  sin- 
cere Christian,  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  was  active  in  all  good  works.  Mrs.  Singmas- 
ter is  yet  living  in  Paris,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
She  is  also  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Sarah  married  Louis  Vermilion,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ;  W.  B.,  the  subject  of  this  -sketch ;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  William  HoUingsworth,  of  Washington, 
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Iowa;  Frank,  a  farmer  in  Franklin  Township;  Re- 
becca, tlie  wife  of  Newton  Conrad,  a  farmer  of 
Dutch  Creek  Township;  Edward,  living  on  the  old 
home  farm  ;  Milton,  a  hotel-keeper  in   Kansas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was    reared  on'  a  farm, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  town- 
ship.    On  the  12th  of  Miirch,  18.54,  he  married  So- 
phia B.  Flowers,  born  in  18."!7,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and   Helen   (Taylor)   Flowers,   who  were    na- 
tives of  Fngland.  but  who  came  to  this  country  in 
an  early  day,  living  for  a  time  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Singin.aslcr    was  born.     Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Singmaster  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
A.  .1.,  born  in  September,  1855,  is  now  attending  bis 
father's  farm    in   Dutch    Creek   Township;   KUcn,    . 
born  in'  August,   1858,  died    in  the    fall  Of  iSvg'i   - 
Rosie,  born  in  1861,  died  in  1882:  Mary,  :l)dni 'i!! "' • 
18G0;  and  Grace,  in  1875.     On  the  8th  ofiAugust, 
1886,  Mrs.  Singmaster  died.     She  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  sincere  Christian- WQluaiv"  ■'. 
a  devoted  wife,  and  a  loving  and  indulgent  mother. 
On  the  21st  day  of   July,   1885,  Mrs.  Singmaster 
w:is  a|)p()inted  Postmistress  at  Dublin,  and  on    her 
death  .Ml'.  Singmaster  was  commissioned. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Singmaster  established  a  general 
store  at  Dublin,  in  which  business  he  is  still  en- 
gaged. In  1884  he  commenced  the  huckster  busi- 
ness, anil  is  now  engaged  in  buying  ;ui(l  shi|)ping 
eggs.  In  both  lines  of  his  trade  he  is  doing  ex- 
ceedingly well.  In  his  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
men  he  is  ever  fair  and  honest,  and  has  the  con- 
fidence of  the  coinmuiiity  in  which  he  resides  in  an 
eminent  degree.  On  the  iUh  of  January,  1887,  be 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Annie  Smith. 
They  live  in  a  pleasant  home  at  Dublin,  ami  are 
well  respected  b\'  all  who  know  them. 

I 

1/  riill  LOfiAN  resides  upon  section  20, 
Dutch  Creek  Township,  and  is  eng.aged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was 
born  in  County  Derry,  Ireland,  April  12, 
1812.  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  (iracie  (Hunter) 
Logan,  who  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1831,  and  from 
there  to  New  York  State  in   1836,  where  the  f.ather 


died  about  18.50.  The  mother  lived  until  1878. 
The}'  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Hugh,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  James,  who  raised  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  and  died  in  St.  Lawrence 
Count}-.  N.  Y.;  Mary  A.  is  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Allison,  a  farmer  in  .St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y. ;  Samuel  died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  John  resides 
in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y. ;  .Susan  is  .•!  resident 
of  Lowell,  Mass. 

In  1838  the  subject  of  this  sketch  purchased  a 
farm  of  1 1 1  acres  of  partly  improved  land,  and 
after  improving  the  same,  in  1842  sold  it  and  went 
to  Washington  Countj',  Pa.  In  1843  he  was  mar- 
ried in  that  county  to  Miss  Ann  Fliza  Bl.ack,  born 
Feb,  17,  1823,  and  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
fKrowU)  Black.  Her  father  died  April  29,  1886, 
at'the^age  of  eighty-nine.  Her  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  making  her  home 
with  her  son-in-law,  Hugh  Logan.  After  their 
fiiiari'fage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logan  went  to  New  York, 
where  they  remained  two  years,  then  returned  to 
Peniisylvania,  and  lived  there  until  1848.  going 
thence  to  (iuernsey  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Logan 
engaged  in  farming  for  four  years.  He  then  went 
to  Pike  County,  in  the  same  State,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  came 
to  Washington  County,  Ljwa,  and  bought  160  acres 
of  land  on  section  29,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  and 
there  began  life  in  the  now  thrifty  St:ite  of  Iowa. 
In  his  farm  work  he  h.is  been  quite  successful,  and 
in  1881  purchased  forty  acres  a<lj.)ining  his  old 
farm  and  now  owns  200  acres  in  one  body,  190 
being  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  ;ind  Mrs.  Lng.ui  have  hail  ten  children: 
Willi.am  A.,  born  Oct.  1.5,  l,s44,died  Oct.  22,  1848; 
(Jracie,  born  Sejit.  21,  1846,  married  Oct.  2!),  1868, 
M.  T.  Wilkins,  a  farmer  now  residing  in  Adams 
County,  Iowa;  .Alary  Ann,  born  July  20,  1856, 
died  March  4,  1857;  .Samuel  J.,  born  Oct.  13,  1858 
died  .lune  26,  1  S(;<.) ;  David  IL,  born  Aprd  10,  I862' 
is  now  assistant  editor  of  the  Trcjn  Couitti/  Ri'puh- 
licaiiy  at  Wa  Keenev.  Kan. ;  Ralph  L.,  born  Feb. 
18,  1864,  died  Jan.  8,  1877;  three  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Logan  had  three  brothers  who  took  part  in 
the  late  war  :  Samuel  w.as  a  member  of  Co.  E, 
19th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.;  David  of  the  1  I  th  Iowa  In- 
fantry; and  tieorge.    Her  son-in-law,  Mr.  Wilkins, 


«►  m^ 


l 


i 


THE  NEVk'  YOtK 
PUBLIC  1  iPRARN 


ASTOh,   L.-.;.0>.    AND 
TILDtN  FOUNDATroNS 


h 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


a 


217 


4 


was  also  a  member  of  the  19th  Iow;i.     All  letiu-ned 
home,  hut  with  health  greatly  impaired . 

Mr.  Logan  has  been  fairly  successful  in  life,  but 
all  that  he  has  was  secured  by  his  own  exertions, 
assisted  by  his  wife  and  family.  Until  after  reach- 
ing his  majority,  he  remained  with  his  parents, 
helping  provide  for  the  family.  It  was  always  his 
desire  to  come  West,  and  as  soon  as  possible  he  did 
so,  and  since  coming  has  been  greatly  blest,  his 
farm  being  regarded  among  the  best  in  Dutch 
Creek  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logan  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  originally  a  Whig,  but  since  its  organ- 
ization has  been  acting  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay. 
He  has  held  all  the  various  township  offices  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents.  Socially 
he  is  well  esteemed  by  all. 


^  L.  HALL,  merchant  tailor,  at  Washington, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  on  the 
12th  of  June,  1824.  He  is  tlie  sou  of 
.loseph  and  Amelia  Hall,  who  were  natives 
of  England.  His  mother  dying  when  he  was  but  a 
small  boy,  and  his  father  subsequently  marrying, 
the  home  life  of  young  Hall  was  not  such  .is  he  de- 
sired, and  he  therefore  left  at  a  very  early  age. 
^Vhen  fifteen  years  old,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
tailor,  with  whom  he  served  six  years,  receiving 
his  board  .and  washing  and  #20  per  year.  On  ac- 
count of  poor  health,  he  left  New  York  in  184,5, 
going  thence  to  Canada,  tiien  to  Erie,  Pa.,  where 
he  worked  .as  a  journeyman  tailor. 

In  1847  Mr.  H.all  was  united  in  marri.age  with 
Mary  Jane  Hall,  n  native  of  Beaver  County,  Pa.  In 
185.5  he  came  witli  his  family  to  Iowa,  and  located 
at  Washington,  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside,  working  at  his  trade,  and  being  among  the 
oldest  business  men  of  the  city.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Hall  has  always  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  part^',  thongli  Mineral  when  it  comes  to 
local  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge 
No.  26,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  and  of  Cyrus  Chapter  No. 
13,  R.  A.  M.,  of  W.ashinglon.  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Hall 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  living — Ida  A.,  wife  of 


R  I).  Organ,  the  live-stock  agent  of  the  Nickel 
Plate  Railroad,  now  a  resident  of  Chicago.  Mr. 
Organ  claims  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  town  of  W.ashington,  Iowa.  When  Mr.  Hall 
came  to  Washington,  there  were  but  a  few  scatter- 
ing houses  in  the  place  and  the  county  w.as  com- 
paratively unsettled.  He  has  lived  to  witness  a 
complete  chiinge  in  both  county  and  city. 

T|^  EV.  BENJAMIN  EICHER  is  one  of  the 
IL^  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  citi- 
1As\  '-ens  of  iMarion  Township.  He  was  born  in 
wg)  Alsace,  then  a  part  of  France,  in  1832,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Conrad)  Eicher, 
the  former  a  native  of  Alsace,  and  the  Latter  of 
Switzerland.  When  seventeen  years  of  age,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  came  to  America  and  first  settled 
in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  four 
years  working  on  a  farm.  In  1853,  just  after 
reaching  his  majority,  he  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Marion  Township. 
His  fii'st  purchase  of  land  was  made  in  1854,  when 
he  bought  fort}'  acres  of  unimproved  land  on  sec- 
tion 2G,  Marion  Township,  where  he  still  continues 
to  live,  l)ut  to  which  he  has  .added  by  subsequent 
purchase,  until  he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  150 
acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  on 
which  is  a  fine  residence,  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,000. 
In  1881  Mr.  Eicher  built  the  Oak  Ridge  Creamery 
on  his  farm,  annually  making  from  80,000  to  120,- 
000  pounds  of  butter. 

In  the  fall  of  1855,  Mr.  Eicher  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lydia  Sommer,  a  native  of  llolaies 
County,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Sommer. 
To  them  thirteen  children  have  been  born.  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  G.  C.  Noble,  a  farmer  of  Crete, 
Neb.;  Henry,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Dewey 
&  Eicher,  attorneys  at  law,  Washington,  Iowa; 
Frank  died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years; 
Joseph  and  John,  now  residing  in  Keokuk  County, 
Iowa,  owners  of,  and  operating  the  Richmond 
Creamery;  Ezra,  Noah,  Willie,  David,  Selina, 
Clara ;  Cora  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years ; 
and  Eddie. 

In  1862  Mr.  Eicher  was  ordained  an  Elder  in  the 
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Mennouite  Church,  since  which  time,  in  CDnnec- 
tion  witii  the  labors  of  his  farm,  he  has  labored  in 
word  and  doctrine.  The  Church  to  which  he  minis- 
ters is  situated  near  iiis  Imnsc,  and  lias  a  member- 
ship of  about  100.  The  educational  advantages  of 
Mr.  Eiclier  were  in  his  youth  quite  limited,  all  his 
school  days  being  prior  to  his  fourteenth  year. 
Since  attaining  his  majority,  by  reading  and  private 
stud3%  he  has  become  well  informed  in  general 
literature,  history,  biography  and  theology.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  died  in  ISOl ;  his  mother 
died  in  IttCO.  i'hey  were  also  members  of  the 
Mennonite  Church. 

Mr.  Eichcr  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  and  can 
truthfidly  .say  that  what  he  has  was  acquired  through 
his  own  exertions,  with  such  assistance  as  could  be 
rendered  bv  his  family.  When  he  landed  in  America 
he  was  in  debt  ^40  foi'  his  passage.  For  his  first 
3'ear's  work  he  was  to  receive  $72,  but  on  account 
of  faithful  service,  he  was  presented  with  two  suits 
of  clothing  extra.  He  is  a  good  farmer,  and  an  ex- 
cellent business  manager,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  men  in  Afarion  Township. 
In  bis  political  views  he  is  quite  liberal,  voting  as 
he  thinks  best,  and  giving  every  other  man  the 
privilege  to  do  the  same.  He  has  held  various 
township  odiees  from  time  to  time.  As  a  citizen, 
he  is  well  and  I'avurably  known  throughout  the 
eounl^',  and  as  a  disciple  of  Cluist  and  minister  of 
the  Cospel,  he  exenq)lilies  in  his  daily  life  the  teach- 
ings of  the  .Son  of  Man. 

It  is  with  i)leasnre  wo  present  the  [jortrail  of  Mr. 
Kiebcr,  which  will  be  found  in  connection  with  this 
sketch. 
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;LP:XANnKR  YOUN(i,  deceased,  was  born 
(S^Ol    in  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  and  was  the  son  of 
.lames  and  Nancy  (Smith)  Young.  In  1829 
^K  he  moved  to  Hush  County,  Ind.,  where  he 

lived  ten  years,  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  fall  of 
1839  he  moved  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  and  there 
remained  until  the  spring  of  IfSlO,  when  became  to 
Wasliinglon  County,  where  he  bought  a  claim  of 
160  acres  in  Cedar  Township.  When  this  land 
came  into  niarket,  he  entered    the  same,  to    which 


he  made  additions,  owning  at  one  time  440  acres 
on  section  34,  Cedar  Township. 

In  1815  Mr.  Young  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Davis,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
daughter  of  .lohn  Davis.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  them:  Nancy,  the  wife  of  Isaac  N.  Smith, 
of  Oregon;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Daniel  .layne,  of 
Washington ;  .Tolin  D.,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  now 
residing  in  California:  J.smes,  Robert  11.  and  Aleck 
II.,  now  living  on  the  home  place ;  Mary  M.,  the 
wife  of  John  Jayne,  of  Franklin  Township.  Mr. 
Young  was  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  died  .June  l.s,  1868.  Mrs.  Young 
died  in  1877,  aged  eighty-four.  Politically,  Mr. 
Young  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican.  lie 
was  a  soldier  in  the  \\:\r  of  l.s  12,  :ind  served  his 
country  faithfully. 
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I  I^ILLIAM  II.  LIVINGSTON,  Justice  of 
\^/i  '■'^^  Peace  and  notary  public  at  Ainsworth, 
]^/^  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  W.>\shington  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  Jan.  6,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (Williet)  Livingston,  the  former  of 
Scotch- Irish  and  the  latter  of  German  descent. 
They  came  to  JIarion  County,  Iowa,  in  18.56,  and 
there  died.  The  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  atul  has  followed  the  business  of  farm- 
ing thus  far  through  life,  lie  was  married  in  Mor- 
row, then  Knox  County,  C>hio,  in  1847,  to  Cather- 
ine Rain,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Xauc\'  Bain. 
She  was  born  in  New  York  in  ISN.  Her  father 
was  of  Scotch  and  Iligh-Dutcb  an<l  her  mother  of 
Scotch  and  Low-Dutch  descent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Livingston  have  had  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living:  'I'bomas  married  Ettie 
Rreed,  and  has  one  child,  .Minnie  E. ;  Sandi  mar- 
ried William  Benson,  and  has  one  child,  Nellie;  the 
deceased  is  William  .1.  In  18,'>;^  Mr.  Livingston 
came  with  his  family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
and  settled  near  where  he  still  resides,  in  Oregon 
Township.  He  has  therefore  been  a  residentof  this 
county  for  a  period  of  thirty- four  years.  In  1856 
he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  served 
four  years.      He  declined  longer  to  hold  the  office, 
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but  in  1877  was  again  elected,  and  has  continued 
to  serve  till  the  present  time.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
is  now  the  owner  of  thirt3'  acres  of  land  adjoining 
the  village,  and  owns  :i  nice  residence  and  lot  in 
Ainsworth. 

For  more  than  a  tliir<]  of  a  century  Mr.  Livings- 
ton has  been  a  respected  citizen  of  Washington 
County,  and  in  that  time  has  witnessed  the  great 
changes  that  have  been  made,  and  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country  has  contributed  his  part.  Few 
men  enjoy  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens in  a  higher  degree. 
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'  AMFS  N.  YOUNG,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
1813,  was  born  in  Fleming  County,  K3^, 
Feb.  7,  181G.  When  a  small  boy,  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Rush  Count}-,  Ind.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. Here  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  .Sally 
Eyestone,  an  estimable  lady,  by  whom  there  were 
born  two  sons,  John  Alexander  and  llane}^  A 
sketch  of  the  former  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. The  latter  enlisted  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
in  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh.  Mrs.  Young  died  in  the  fall  of  1841. 
She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all 
who  knew  her.  In  1843  Mr.  Young  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Martha  J.  Coons,  a  native  of  Indiana. 

In  the  spring  of  the  latter  year,  and  shortly  after 
the  marriage  took  place,  the  family  moved  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  coming  through  with  teams, 
and  being  about  four  weeks  in  making  the  trip.  On 
coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Young  made  claim  to  200 
acres  of  prairie,  and  sixty -seven  of  timber  in  Cedar 
Township.  He  settled  upon  the  prairie  land  which 
was  about  two  miles  from  the  timber,  and  built  one  of 
the  first  hewed-log  houses  in  the  township,  on  which 
was  laid  a  puncheon  floor.  This,  however,  was 
soon  replaced  with  a  floor  from  sawed  lumber. 
The  pioneer  cabin  of  Father  Young  was  the  home 
of  all  who  chose  to  accept  its  hospitality,  and  be- 


fore the  erection  of  school-houses  and  churches,  was 
where  the  pioneers  met  for  religious  worship. 

In  his  religious  views,  Mr.  Young  was  a  Arm  be- 
liever in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  doctrines,  and  for 
many  years  was  a  local  preacher  of  that  denomina- 
tion. In  politics  he  was  known  in  the  early  days  as 
an  anti-slavery  Whig,  and  in  1855  was  elected  by 
that  party  a  member  of  the  Lower  House  of  the 
(General  Assembly,  representing  the  district  com- 
prising Washington  and  Louisa  Counties.  On  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party,  in  1856,  he 
was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  its  principles,  and 
has  never  ceased  to  affiliate  with  and  advocate  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  party.  In  1872,  through 
financial  reverses,  he  lost  all  his  property,  and  al- 
though nearing  his  threescore  years,  he  emigrated 
to  Kansas,  with  the  hope,  in  that  new  country,  to 
retrieve  his  fallen  fortunes.  Locating  near  Howard, 
Elk  County,  he  made  a  new  home,  on  which  he 
lived  for  some  years,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Howard.  Among  the  early  settlers  in  Washing- 
ton County,  few  were  better  known  or  more  uni- 
versally' esteemed  than  James  N.  Young.  A  con- 
scientious Christian  man,  he  went  forvvard  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty  devolving  upon  him  in  a 
way  to  merit  the  good-will  of  all,  practicing  in  an 
eminent  degree  the  principles  of   the  Golden  Rule. 


<:«!  I^ESLEY  C.  RUNYON  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
\/iJ//  ''''^i''^''  I'esiding  on  section  16,  Cedar  Town- 
W^  ship.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1855, 
and  first  settled  on  section  29,  where  he  lived  two 
years.  He  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
born  in  1830,  and  the  son  of  Micajah  and  Eliza- 
beth (Argo)  Runyon,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  He  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  alternating  his  time  between 
working  on  a  farm  and  attending  the  public  school. 
On  reaching  his  majority  he  commenced  teaching 
school,  and  taught  for  two  years.  He  then  entered 
Jefferson  College,  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  which 
he  attended  one  term,  being  compelled  to  abandon 
his  studies  on  account  of  having  his  shoulder  broken 
by  being  thrown  from  a  horse.  Returning  to  his 
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home  after  his  i-ecovery  he  attended  a  select  school 
for  six  months.  He  then  engaged  again  in  teach- 
ing, in  which  occupation  he  continued  in  his  native 
State  for  two  )'ears.  He  then  came  to  Iowa,  and 
settled  in  Grand  \'iew,  Louisa  Count}',  where  he 
taught  four  years  in  the  public  schools,  and  then 
came  to  Washington  Count}',  as  already  stated,  in 
IH.i.'i.  During  the  time  he  was  in  Louisa  County, 
and  during  his  vacations  he  clerked  in  stores,  acting 
as  book-keeper,  and  also  clerked  for  a  time  in 
the  post-offlce. 

On  coming  to  this  country  Mr.  Kunyon  purchased 
forty  acres  of  unimproved  laud  on  section  16, 
Cedar  Township,  which  he  at  once  commenced  to 
improve,  working  upon  his  farm  in  the  summer 
and  teaching  during  the  tlu'ee  following  winters. 
In  1861  he  moved  to  his  farm  and  there  remained 
until  1865,  when  he  sold  that  land  and  bought  101 
acres  of  land  on  section  4,  Cedar  Township,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  the  fall  of  1874,  hav- 
ing in  the  meantime  acquired  a  farm  of  132  acres. 
This  he  sold,  and  purchased  eight}'  acres  where  he 
now  resides,  to  which  he  has  added  by  subsequent 
purchase  until  he  now  owns  248  acres  of  fine,  well- 
improved  land. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  18.55,  to  Miss  Emily 
Hood,  a  native  of  Decatur  Count}',  Ind.,  and  tlie 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Margaret  (Hayden)  Iluod, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Two  children 
have  blest  their  union:  William  S.  resides  at  home; 
Charles  Albert  is  a  graduate  of  the  Keokuk  Medi- 
cal College,  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  Fulton  County,  III.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Run- 
yon  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  a  Pro- 
hibitionist. He  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen  with  several  local  ollices,  including  those 
of  Assessor  and  Township  Clerk.  In  addition  to 
general  farming  Mr.  Runyon  has  been  engaged 
somewhat  extensively  in  stock-raising.  Since  com- 
ing to  Washington  County  prosperity  has  attended 
him,  and  he  is  now  comfortably  settled  on  one  t)f 
the  Ijest  farms  in  Ced.-ir  Township,  the  improve- 
ments on  which  are  of  the  better  class.  He  is  a 
man  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  friends  and 
neighbors,  and  by  all  who  know  him.  His  parents 
came   to   Washington  County  in  1 860,  where  both 


died,  the  father  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 
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'  W.  HARDING,  f.armer  and  stock-raiser, 
resides  on  section  10,  Oregon  Township, 
where  he  owns  120  acres  of  fine  land,  which 
is  well  improved.  He  is  one  of  ten  children  of 
Lewis  G.  and  Mary  (Hrannon)  Harding,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  being  of  .Scotch-English 
and  the  latter  of  English  descent.  Of  their  chil- 
dren nine  are  yet  living,  three  residing  in  this 
county.  The  family  came  to  this  county  in  1861, 
where  the  parents  died  some  years  ago. 

V.  W.  Harding  was  born  in  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  Feb.  22,  1835.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  has  followed  that  occupation  through  life.  He 
was  married  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  31, 
1857,  to  Hiirriet  Dye,  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Peggy  Dye.  .She  was  born  in  C)hio  in  183C.  They 
have  had  eight  children,  seven  now  living — Alta, 
Elmer,  .John  D.,  Laura,  Emma,  Edward  and  Mary. 
The  deceased  one  was  nameil  Coi-.i  E.  Of  the  liv- 
ing ones,  Alta  married  James  Dawson,  by  whom 
she  has  two  children — Wood  and  Marion;  Laura 
married  Hugh  Newell ;  they  have  two  children — 
Lillie  B.  and  .an  infant.  Emma  married  Harry  Ca- 
ple,  and  has  one  child,  Emma  H.  The  others  are 
all  at  home.  .Mrs.  llaiding's  parents  were  natives 
of  Virginia,  but  of  German  descent;  both  died  in 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Harding  commenced  life  with  but  little 
means  but  possessed  with  a  will  to  do,  and  strong 
arms.  He  has  toiled  on,  assisted  by  his  good  wife, 
until  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  Oregon  Township.  On  the  premises  is  a 
good  dwelling-house  erected  in  1870,  at  a  cost  of 
|il,000;a  good  barn  and  all  necessary  out-buildings. 
A  look  at  the  place  will  convince  one  that  its  owner 
knows  ho.w  to  run  a  farm.  In  addition  to  gen- 
oral  farming  he  is  engaged  to  a  consideral)le  extent 
in  raising  stock,  which  he  himself  ships  to  the  Chi- 
cago market. 

Politically  Mr.  Harding  is  a  Republican,  while 
he  and  bis  wife  are  membei's  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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copal  Cluu'ch.  While  nut  so  long  a  resident  of 
AVashinglon  C'ount3'  as  man_y  others,  he  yet  has 
resided  here  long-  enough  to  entitle  him  to  mem-  i 
bership  in  the  Old  Settlers'  Societj',  and  in  the 
meetings  of  tiiat  body  talics  considerable  interest, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  one  of  the  Executive  j 
Committee.  Sucially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  and  as  a  citizen  is  respected  Ijy  all. 
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R.  SAND.S  is  a  retired  farmer,  residing  in 
Ains'.vorth.  He  is  a  native  of  Washington 
C'ountj',  K.  Tenn.,  born  Oct.  25,  1810,  and 
is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Harrison) 
Sands,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia,  of  English 
descent,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Both  died  in  Monroe 
County,  Tenn. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  in  his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  at 
which  he  worlvcd  for  many  jears.  His  chances  for 
acquiring  an  education  were  limited  to  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  his  time.  In  18.35  he  married 
Rosanna  Henderson,  who  was  born  in  Blount 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1812,  and  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  Henderson.  By  this  union  there 
were  six  children,  five  of  whom  .are  living:  J.  W., 
now  residing  in  this  township;  Margaret  A.,  the 
wife  of  J.  F.  R.  Leonard,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Joseph  P.,  of  Hamilton 
County,  Iowa,  who  married  Eliza  Van  Winkle,  and 
has  si.t  children — Ervin,  Gracie,  Bessie,  Benjamin, 
Alice  and  Samuel;  Nancy  J.  is  the  wife  of  C.  C. 
Stone,  of  Nebrasiva;  they  have  one  child,  Cora,  who 
married  Trueman  Brown,  and  has  two  children. 
S.  A.  married  Elizabeth  M.^Hcnderson,  and  J.  N. 
married  Catherine  Henderson. 

In  1851  Mr.  S.ands  came  witli  his  family  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  and  purch.ased  IGO  acres  of 
wild  la  lid  in  Oregon  Tow'nshi|),  erecting  a  cabin 
16x20  in  which  the  family  lived  till  1863,  when  he 
built  I,  neat  frame  house.  On  the  2d  of  June,  1  887, 
Mrs.  .Sands  died.  She  had  been  a  consistent  mem- 
ber ii  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  since  1853, 
and  left  a  large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  their 
loss.    Mr.  Sands  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 


and  has  been  connected  with  it  for  many  years. 
Mrs.  Sands  was  a  model  Christian  woman;  though 
modest  and  retiring  in  spirit,  she  was  veiy  active 
and  earnest  in  that  which  she  regarded  as  the  Lord's 
work.  In  her  life  slie  exhibited  the  proofs  of  ever 
existing  grace,  and  was  greatly  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  She  had  done  her  life's  work  faithfully, 
and  was  ready  and  willing  to  go  at  the  Master's 
call.  Among  her  last  words  were:  "I  want  nothing 
but  Jesus."  Her  last  request  was  that  her  body 
might  be  quietly  conveyed  from  her  home  to  its 
last  resting-place,  which  was  in  keeping  with  her 
modest  spirit. 

A  resident  of  this  county  for  thirty-six  years, 
Mr.  Sands  has  witnessed  the  many  changes  that 
have  been  made,  and  h.as  done  much  to  convert  a 
wild  country  into  its  present  prosperous  state.  In 
the  time  that  he  has  lived  in  Washington  County 
ha  has  held  several  of  the  local  offices,  and  has  dis- 
charged every  duty  devolving  upon  him  in  a  faith- 
ful manner.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Ainsworth,  where  he  is  highly  respected  by  all,  and 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life. 


•-■-<- 


LEXANDER  H.  YOUNG,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 34,  Cedar  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Rush  County,  Ind.,  born  in  1834.  He  is 
the  son  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Smith) 
Young.  (See  sketch  of  Alexander  Young.)  Young 
Alexander  came  witii  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  this  county. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  19th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
and  n-as  mustered  into  the  service  August  15, 
serving  three  years  with  the  rank  of  .Sergeant.  He 
was  with  the  regiment  in  various  engagements,  in- 
cluding the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  Its  first  engage- 
ment was  at  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  after  which  came 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
where  it  arrived  July  26,  and  was  discharged  Aug. 
1,  1865.  Robert  H.,  the  brother  of  Alexander, 
was  also  a  member  of  this  regiment,  enlisting  in 
1864,  and  serving  until  the  close  of  the    war.     He 


I) 


'i 


t 


222 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


returned    home   after    receiving   his   dischnrge   at 
Davenport. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  again  commenced 
farming,  and  lias  since  been  engaged  in  that  vo- 
cation. In  addition  to  general  farming,  he  is 
making  qnite  a  specialty  of  stock-raising.  The 
home  farm  consists  of  lf>5  acres,  in  addition  to 
which  he  owns  1 35  acres,  all  vf  which  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  On  the  |)lace  is  a  good 
dwelling-house  erected  at  a  cost  of  ^1,600,  to- 
gether with  a  good  barn  and  necessarj'  out-build- 
ings. Politically,  Mr.  Young  is  a  Republican,  and 
for  several  3-ears  was  Clerk  of  Cedar  Township. 
lie  is  a  man  who  enjo3's  the  respect  and  confideucc 
of  all  who  know  him. 
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^OSKPII  SCR  ANTON,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  30,  Franklin 
Township,  has  been  a  resident  of  Washing- 
tun  Countj'  since  184t.  He  is  a  native  of 
Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  and  came  with  his  jjarents 
to  this  county,  and  settled  in  Marion  Township, 
living  with  them  a  short  time  and  then  purch.asing 
a  farm  of  13.H  acres  on  section  18  of  the  same 
township,  to  which  he  added  by  subsequent  [>ur- 
chase  forty  acres  of  timber.  In  1851  he  was  uniteil 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Taylor,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Ellen  T.iylor. 
By  this  union  there  were  four  children :  Racliel, 
born  in  1854,  died  Sept.  17,  1855;  Ann  and  Ellen, 
twins,  died  in  infancy-;  Martin,  born  June  27.  185(>. 
Mrs.  Scranton  died  Jan.  8,  1860,  at  the  age  of 
tvveuty-seven  years  and  two  months.  Mr.  Scran- 
ton was  again  married,  Sept.  22,  1860,  to  Maiy 
Jane  Bradford,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  daughter 
of  Eli  and  Marj'  Ann  (Wright)  Bradford,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Massa- 
chusetts. By  this  union  there  are  four  children: 
Eli,  now  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Marion 
Township,  was  born  Aug.  19,  1861;  Jessie,  born 
Jan.  4,  1866;  Lizzie,  Feb.  10,  1872,  and  Olive  May, 
May  29,  1877,  reside  at  home. 

In  1884  Mr.  Scranton  deeded  the  home  farm  to 
his  son  Eli,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
Franklin  Township,  which  consists  of  160  acres   of 


splendid  farming  land,  all  of  wliieh  is  under  culti- 
vation, and  on  which  the  improvements  are  first 
class.  Mrs.  Scranton  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  l'i)litically  .Mr.  Scranton  is 
a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Scranton  came  to  \Va,shingtou  County  two 
3'ears  before  Iowa  was  admitted  as  a  State.  At 
that  time  the  county  of  Washington  did  not  have 
a  population  of  2,000.  The  settlements  were  few 
and  far  between;  few  improvements  had  been  made, 
and  Burlington  was  the  nearest  market  of  any  con- 
se<iuence.  No  railroad  had  penetrated  west  of 
Chicago,  and  it  was  not  till  eleven  years  after  his 
settlement  that  the  iron  horse  found  its  way  into 
the  State  of  Iowa.  To-day  he  can  take  the  cars  at 
Washirigton,  and  l)^'  rail  visit  every  county  seat  in 
the  State.  The  State  is  not  onl^-  well  supplied 
with  railroads,  but  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires  reach  in  every  direction.  The  iuii)rovemeuts 
made  in  farming  are  as  wonderful  .as  those  in 
any  other  department.  The  cradle  and  sickle 
have  long  since  been  disi)laeed;  to-day  the 
self-biuding  harvester  is  a  necessity  upon  every 
farm.  The  old  wooden  mould-board  plow  is  a 
thing  of  the  past:  it  would  not  be  recognized  by 
the  present  generation,  which  is  only  content  with 
the  best  cultivators  that  can  lie  made.  When  the 
present  is  compared  with  the  past,  one  can  scarcely 
realize  the  changes  that  have  been  made.  While 
none  would  be  willing  to  exchange  the  present  for 
the  past,  j'Ct  the  old  pioneer  cannot  but  recall  with 
pleasure  the  scenes  of  long  ago. 

^■KH- ^^sJ:J:^ijf>-t-M-«»- 

\1/()1IN  S.  UEE\ES,  senidi-  member  of  the  firm 
of  Reeves  it  .Son,  general  auctioneers  of 
Washington,  was  born  near  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  Oct.  10,  1826.  Tlmnias  Reeves,  his 
father,  was  born  in  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  in  1776, 
and  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Ohio,  waere  he 
became  acquainted  with,  and  married  Miss'  Mary 
lloskinson,  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  in  Cu.iiber- 
land  Count}',  in  1794.  They  had  five  childrei',  of 
which  number  John  .S.  is  the  only  one  now  li  'ing. 
Previous  to  this  time,  Thomas  Reeves  had  been 
nuirried  and  liad  a  fuinily  of  twelve  children,  none 
— •► 
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of  whom  are  now  living.  In  1841  he  came  witli 
his  family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  an  old 
man  of  sixty-six  years,  took  up  a  claim  in  what  is 
now  Jlarion  Township,  improved  a  farm,  and  died 
April  .'50,  islfi.  Mrs.  Reeves  preceded  him  to  the 
unlvnown  world  just  ten  days,  dying  on  the  20th 
of  April.  She  was  a  sincere  Christian  woman, 
whom  to  know  was  to  love.  She  was  well  educated, 
refined  in  her  manners,  and  in  her  life  was  such  a 
woman  .as  none  could  fail  to  respect.  Her  kindness 
of  heart  was  proverbial. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  vv,as  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and  learned  to  read  and  write  from 
his  mother,  but  litis  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  old 
pioneer  school-house  where  he  attended  school  a 
few  months  in  the  winter.  In  May,  1S41,  he  came 
to  Washington  County  with  his  parents,  and  here 
has  since  continued  to  reside.  After  helping  to 
make  a  farm  from  its  natural  state,  on  the  2Cth  of 
May,  184G,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Ken- 
ton, a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Kenton,  of  Urbaua, 
Champaign  Co.,  Ohio.  She  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1832.  By  this  union  there  are  three  chil- 
dren :  Thomas  J.,  a  farmer  residing  in  this  county, 
married  Mattie  Risk,  by  whom  he  has  two  children 
— Gertrude  and  Bessie;  Charles  S.,  the  junior  of 
the  firm  of  Reeves  &  Son,  married  Miss  Sarah  Ed- 
wards, and  they  have  one  child — Maud  ;  Georgia  is 
now  the  wife  of  Alvin  Wagoner,  of  this  county, 
and  they  have  one  child,  John  R. 

Soon  after  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Reeves 
was  elected  Constable  of  his  township,  and  served 
one  term  and  part  of  another.  While  filling  his 
second  term,  some  of  his  friends  got  into  a  little 
trouble,  and  desired  his  help,  so  he  resigned  his 
office,  took  up  their  case,  and  secured  their  acquit- 
tal before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  subse- 
quently elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Marion 
Township  and  served  four  years.  He  then  moved 
into  Brighton  Township,  was  there  elected  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  served  two  years.  In  1858,  he 
received  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Sheriff  under 
H.  Wallingford,  and  moved  to  the  county  seat. 
As  deputy,  he  did  nearly  all  of  the  work  of  the 
office.  In  18(50,  he  .again  resumed  farming  in 
Marion  T(jwnship,  remained  a  few  3'ears,  was  again 
appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  under  A.  Bunker,  and  the 


second  time  moved  to  Washington.  As  Deputy 
Sheriff  he  had  many  public  sales  to  make,  which 
gave  him  quite  a  reputation  as  an  auctioneer,  so 
that  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  under  Mr.  Bunker, 
he  adopted  auctioneering  as  a  business,  and  for 
twenty-four  years  has  been  engaged  in  it.  As  an 
auctioneer,  he  has  but  few  equals,  and  his  son 
Charles  is  also  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  best  in 
the  country.  They  have  calls  not  only  from  all 
parts  of  Washington  County,  but  the  adjoining 
counties,  and  even  in  Nebraska.  In  1845  Mr. 
Reeves  carried  the  mail  from  Iowa  City  to  Mont- 
rose.    He  was  then  but  nineteen  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Reeves  became  a  Mason  in  1863.  In  politics, 
he  was  originally  a  Democrat,  and  when  the  party 
became  divided,  followed  the  fortunes  of  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  the  "little  Giant"  of  the  West,  and  in 
1860  cast  his  vote  for  Douglas  for  the  Presidency. 
In  I8G4,  he  supported  Lincoln  for  the  second  term, 
since  which  time  he  has  continued  to  act  with  the 
Republican  party.  As  a  citizen,  Mr.  Reeves  is 
highly  respected  by  all,  is  of  a  very  soci,al  nature, 
well  informed  on  all  current  events,  and  can  express 
himself  in  a  fluent  manner  upon  every  subject. 
For  the  [last  twenty  3'ears  he  has  kept  a  perfect 
diary  of  events,  which  will  be  invaluable  to  some 
future  historian. 


*v*> — 
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W)ILLIAM  ROWND,  Esq.,  farmer,  section  1, 
Jackson  Township,  was  born  in  Maryland  in 
1822.  He  is  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Ilan- 
n.ah  (Shockl}')  Rownd,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  that  State,  he  of  English,  and  she  of  Irish  descent. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William  Rownd, 
Sr.,  was  a  sea  captain,  and  for  many  years  sailed  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  the  East  Indies.  His  last 
trip  was  made  while  the  Revolutionary  War  was  in 
progress,  and  the  Delaware  River  was  soon  after- 
ward in  possession  of  the  British.  He  was  ship- 
wrecked during  this  cruise  upon  the  Indian  Ocean, 
and  was  mourned  as  dead  for  five  years  by  his 
family,  but  he  was  saved  providentially,  and  finally 
made  his  way  home.  The  family  resided  in  Wor- 
cester County,  Md.,  on  a  farm  near  Capes  Henlo- 
pen  and  May,  and  his  remaining  years  were  passed 
. — *^ 
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upon  the  farm  among  his  diildren.  He  was  a  slave- 
owner, and  his  ciiiklren  either  emancipated  or  dis- 
posed of  them  previous  to  tiie  war. 

To  William  Hownd,  Sr.,  and  his  wife,  were  born 
ten  children — John,  Kdward,  James  and  Jacob,  all 
died  in  Worcester  County:  William  married  and 
removed  to  Louisiana,  where  he  died;  Joshua,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  married  Hannah  Shockly,  re- 
moved to  Ripley  County,  lud.,  in  1S3(),  and  resided 
there  until  his  death,  Dec.  G,  1875,  aged  eighty- 
nine  years  and  three  months:  Jenkins  married  Leah 
Savage,  and  moved  to  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  died.  Henjaniin  wedded  Drnsilla  Hosier,  and 
became  a  resident  of  Miami  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  died ;  Elizabeth  married  Eleazer  Johnson,  and 
Mary  wedded  Mr.  Bevans,  and  both  families  moved 
to  Ohio. 

After  the  marriage  of  Joshua,  he  renuiined  in 
Marj'land  until  all  but  three  of  his  children  were 
born.  They  were  f<jurteen  in  number,  three  dying 
in  infancy;  8all3'  became  the  wife  of  AV'illiam  Jers- 
uan;  Elijah  wedded  Ruth  Lester;  Martha,  the 
wife  of  William  Hratton;  James  married  Sarah 
King;  Robert,  husband  of  Miitilda  Moreland,  came 
to  this  county  in  1854,  and  remained  several  years, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Red  Cloud,  Neb.;  Ann 
married  Aaron  Wilson;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Elam 
Wilson,  brother  of  the  former;  Lucretia  married 
Nathaniel  Bratton,  a  brother  of  William  Bratton ; 
Radcliffe  and  Charles  both  died  unmarried.  All 
the  sons  were  farmers,  and  the  daughters  wedded 
farmers.  Three  of  the  brothers  of  Joshua  Rownd 
were  educated  for  the  ministry,  but  only  James 
lived  to  fill  the  sacred  desk. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Lurana  Nich- 
erson  w;is  celebrated  in  Ripley  County,  lud.,  Nov. 
25,  1847.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Abijah  and 
Abigail  (Dolboff)  Nicherson.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Rutland,  Bennington  County',  Vt.,  and  her 
mother  of  Buckingham  Count}',  N.  H.  They  were 
married  in  Chautauqua  Count\\  N.  Y.,  and  emi- 
grated to  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  in  December,  IHl.H. 
Mr.  Nicherson  settled  in  the  woods  in  that  count}', 
upon  a  farm  which  he  hewed  out  of  a  virgin  forest, 
where  all  of  his  children  were  born.  He  had  been 
a  lumberman  for  several  years  after  going  to  In- 
dian:i,  purcha:^ing  lumber,  and  rafting  it  from  New 


York  down  the  Alleghany  and  Ohio  Rivers  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  other  points  below.  This  was  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years,  before  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
(leorge,  Eliza,  Lorena  and  Polly  were  their  chil- 
dren. The  eldest  born  died  unmarried  in  Indiana; 
Eliza  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Harbin,  and 
I'ollj"  wedded  Rev.  W.  A.  Watson.  The  last  named 
came  with  her  husband  to  this  county  in  18.')4. 

Our  subject,  in  company  with  his  father-in-law, 
came  to  this  county  in  1855,  and  Eliza  with  her 
husband,  in  1859.  Rev.  Watson  had  charge  of 
what  is  now  called  "Lone  Tree"  Congregation,  but 
Rev.  Harbin  never  engaged  in  the  ministry  after 
coming  to  this  county.  He  is  now  a  resident  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry  Co.,  Iowa,  and  Rev.  Wat- 
son, of  Digliton,  Lane  Co.,  Kan.  The  land 
upon  which  Squire  Rownd  now  lives  was  entered 
by  Abijah  Nicherson  in  1853,  and  Mr.  Rownd  en- 
tered the  northwest  quarter  of  section  12,  and 
eighty  acres  on  section  1.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Nich- 
erson occurred  in  February',  1856,  and  Mr.  Rownd 
and  his  wife  made  their  home  with  Mrs.  Rownd's 
father.  Together  they  began  the  improvements  of 
their  farms,  upon  which  not  a  shrub  had  grown, 
and  their  beautiful  groves  were  planted  by  them, 
and  after  so  short  time  it  seems  impossible  to  be- 
lieve that  such  a  change  could  appear.  When  the 
lands  were  entered  in  1853,  there  was  not  a  house  to 
be  seen  from  the  commanding  elevation,  where  the 
farm  residence  now  stands,  and  n<«  neighbor  was 
nearer  than  two  miles.  Now  a  more  picturescpie 
and  fertile  country  caiinot  be  conceived  of.  Then, 
the  long  grass  waved  in  the  breeze,  and  the  odor 
of  wild  flowers  filled  the  air;  to-day, elegant  farms 
and  line  houses  and  a  wealth  of  cro|)sarc  to  be  seen, 
Mr.  Nicherson  built  a  small  frame  house  which 
stood  fronting  the  modern  farm  house  erected  by 
our  subject.  The  sod  was  broken  by  ox-teams,  and 
several  acres  were  ready  to  plant  when  the  family 
arrived  in  1855.  Mr.  Nichcrs<in  remained  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Rownd,  until  his  death,  in  Jul}', 
1882,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two. 

Seven  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rownd:  Adelaide,  the  wife  of  M.  1).  Yard; 
Franklin  L.,  husband  of   Florence   Cooper;  Anna, 
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the  wife  of  J.  A.  McCoy;  William  N.,  hiisbaii'l  of 
AiiiKi  K.  Ivay;  Maria  J.  and  Alice  are  luimarried, 
and  reside  beneatii  the  paternal  roof;  Washington 
.1.,  the  second  son,  died  vvlien  nine  years  of  age; 
Franivlin  L.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Rusli  INIedical  Col- 
lege, Chicago,  111.,  Class  of  1871,  and  is  a  resident 
physician  of  Dighton,  Lane  Co.,  Kan.;  William 
was  graduated  by  Deunison  University,  (Jranvijle, 
Ohio,  completed  his  theological  education  at  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  in  1885,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Albany',  N.  Y.  The  children  have  all  a 
thorough  business  education,  and  the  family  librar}^ 
is  replete  with  choice  literature,  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  township.  Squire  R(jwnd  has  filled  numerous 
official  positions  in  his  townshii),  one  of  which  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  The  family  rank  high  in 
social  circles,  and  are  deserving  of  more  than  this 
brief  l)iography. 


r;5;^~«110MAS  E.  JOHNSON,  ex-Sheriff  of  Wash- 
ington County,  resides  upon  section  34, 
Franklin  Township,  whei'e  he  is  the  owner 
of  314  acres  of  tine  land,  which  is  well  improved  in 
every  respect.  He  is  a  native  of  Nelson  County, 
Ky.,  born  .Sept.  22,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Noel 
and  Frances  (Vaughn)  Johnson,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  and  of  Scotch  descent,  the  latter 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  of  English  descent,  whose 
mother  was  a  niece  of  Col.  Ethan  Allen  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  They  came  to  this  county  in  1852, 
and  settled  in  Marion  Township,  where  the  former 
died  in  1883,  aged  seventy-four,  while  the  mother 
is  still  living  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three.  They  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Alilton,  in 
Missouri ;  Martha  C,  the  wife  of  Walter  Howard,  of 
Kentucky;  Lorenzo,  of  Nebraska;  Gertrude,  the 
wife  of  George  Llammond,  of  Nebraska,  and  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  The  deceased  are  Sarah  A. 
and  William  V. 

Thomas  E.  Johnson  came  to  Washington  County 
with  iiis  parents  when  eleven  years  of  age.  He  was 
bred  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  time,  while  engaged  in  official  du- 
ties,  has   followed    that    occupation    through    life. 
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He  was  married  in  this  county,  in  1H68,  to  Eliza  J. 
McKinney,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Elizalicth  Mc- 
Kinney,  and  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind., 
born  in  1842.  They  have  two  children — Walter 
and  Elizabeth.  Ilcr|)arents  came  to  this  county 
in  184.3,  and  are  therefore  nnmbcrod  among  the 
pioneers.  They  yet  reside  in  IJrightou  To\vnshi|). 
Mr.  .Tohnson  enlisted  Aug.  1.").  18(12,  in  Co.  C,  I'.Hli 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  The  regiment  was  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  left  foi'  the  field 
September  4.  Its  first  three  months'  service  was 
that  of  marching  and  counter-marching  through 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  its  first  engagement  being 
at  Prairie  (rrove.  Dee.  7,  181)2,  and  after  a  h<jt  en- 
gagement drove  the  enemy  from  the  field.  After 
marching  and  counter-raarchiug  through  Arkansas 
until  the  3d  of  June,  18G3,  it  started  for  St.  Louis, 
and  on  the  19th  of  that  mouth  left  St.  Louis  for 
Vicksburg,  taking  part  in  the  siege  and  capture  of 
that  place.  Soon  afterward  it  was  sent  to  the  Gulf, 
and  became  part  of  the  army  undo-  Grant.  Mr. 
.lohnson  was  wounded  at  Prairie  Grove;  he  was 
captured  Sept.  29,  1803,  and  was  retained  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war  until  July  9,  1864,  when  he  was  paroled 
with  others,  and  July  22,  181)4,  was  exchanged. 
After  rejoining  the  regiment  he  was  with  it  in  the 
expedition  against  Mobile  and  Spanish  Fort,  iii 
March,  18G5.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Daveu|)ort, 
in  July,  and  discharged  Aug.  1,  1865. 

Returning  liorae  Mr.  Johnson  again  engaged  in 
farming,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  until 
the  fall  of  1877,  when  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Washington  County  on  the  Dem(jcratic  ticket,  at 
a  time  when  the  Republicans  had  over  1,000  ma- 
jority in  the  county.  The  popularity  of  the  man 
was  thus  shown  by  this  election.  In  the  <lischarge 
of  his  official  duties  he  gave  tlie  best  satisfaction, 
not  alone  to  his  own  part^-,  but  to  the  entire  peo- 
ple of  the  count}-  as  well.  On  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office  he  again  returned  to  his  farm, 
and  at  present,  in  addition  to  general  farming,  he  is 
making  a  specialty  of  raising  fine  stock,  having  at 
this  time  on  his  farm  eleven  head  of  the  noted  Ba- 
shaw and  Messenger  breed,  the  finest  trotting  stock 
in  the  country.  He  has  one  sorrel  and  a  black,  six 
years  old,  both  of  which  bid  fair  to  make  a  fine 
record.      He  has  one  three-year-old  and   one  two- 
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year  old  wliicli  are  e<nmlly  fine.  As  may  he  inferred 
from  his  election  on  the  Detnocratic  licicet,  Mr. 
Johnson  is  politically  a  Democrat,  and  fraternally 
he  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge 
No.  2().  Asa  citizen  he  is  popular  with  all  parties, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  exeeilent  traits 
of  character. 


I)\\  .VlilJ  STDNK,  faruui-  and  stock-raiser, 
resides  on  section  20,  Oregon  Townshipi 
f/  He  is  a  native  of  Dearborn  County,  Ind., 
born  Oct.  1 -t,  1828.  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon 
and  Kleanor  Stone,  bolli  nf  win  mi  were  natives  of 
A'irginia,  bill  of  (ierman  desuent.  'I'lic  paternal 
grandfather  uf  our  subject  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  family'  moved  to  Dear- 
I)orn  County,  Ind.,  about  17IH),  where  both  par- 
ents died  many  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  Dearborn  County,  liid.,  and  received  such  an 
education  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  early  day.  He  was  married  in  1851, 
in  Dearborn  County,  Iiid.,  to  Sarah  Hazen,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Stewart)  Hazen. 
She  was  born  in  Heaver  County,  Pa.,  in  1832. 
They  have  had  four  children:  JIar}-  K. ;  Alonzo, 
who  married  Alice  Bryan;  William  M.,  who  mar- 
ried Kmina  [lainilton;  and  Kninia  C. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Stone  came  with  his  family  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  reside.  His  home  farm  consists  of  148 
acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  .'500  acres  in  Ne- 
braska. In  addition  to  general  farming,  he  has 
been  engaged  (puie  extensively  in  raising  stock, 
and  also  in  shipping.  For  inan^'  years  he  was  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  notary  public,  discharging 
his  duties  in  the  ollicc  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  of  which  boily  his  wife  and  family  are  also 
members.  For  thirty  years  he  has  olliciated  as 
Class-Leader,  and  has  been  a  steward  and  Secretary 
of  the  Conference  for  a  number  of  years.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Republican  and  Prohibitionist,  and  has 
been  a  teetotaler  since  his  fourteenth  3'ear.  In 
Sabbath-school  work  he  has  Uiken  special  interest, 
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and   for  many  years  was    Superintendent    of    the 
Sabbath-school. 

Like  his  brother  John  (a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume),  .Mr.  Stone  is  of  a  very 
benevolent  disposition,  and  has  done  much  in  aid 
of  the  poor  of  his  county.  It  is  said  of  liiiii  and 
his  lirother,  that  they  have  done  more  for  char- 
itable and  religious  [lurposes  than  any  other  two 
men  in  the  township  or  county.  As  he  commenced 
life  in  limited  circunislances.  and  has  acquired 
a  large  proiiert}',  it  will  thus  lie  seen  that,  notwith- 
standing the  amount  given  in  charity,  he  has  been 
greatly  blest.  No  man  stands  higher  in  the  com- 
munity ill  which  he  resides  than  does  Edward 
Stone.  Much  of  the  success  which  has  attended 
him  ill  this  life  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
wise  counsels  of  his  wife,  who  has  l)c<'n  to  liiin  a 
true  helpmeet. 

-^ .^^ v^- 


yi;lLLIAM  DAYTON,  of  Cedar  Township. 
'  residing  on  section  I'.l,  was  born  in  Ilamp- 
^J^  shire  County,  Va.,  in  181G.  and  is  a  son  of 
Caleb  and  Hannah  (Sharp)  Dayton,  the  former  a 
native  of  Maryland,  and  of  English  descent,  and 
the  latter  of  Virginia,  and  of  French  descent.  Her 
grandfather,  Jesse  Shari),  served  seven  3-ears  in  the 
Revolutionary  W.ar,  and  lived  to  be  one  hundred 
and  one  years  of  .age.  Her  grandmother  died  at 
the  age  of  ninetj'-nine  years.  Her  father  lived  to 
be  seventy -seven  years  of  age,  ami  her  mother 
eighty-nine  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Mary- 
land on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac  River, 
where  the  town  of  Keyser  now  stands.  He  came  to 
this  county  in  1852,  and  settled  on  section  19,  Ce- 
dar Township,  where  he  still  lives.  On  coming 
here  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  improved 
the  same,  and  liJis  now  one  of  the  neatest  farms  in 
Cedar  Township.  He  was  married,  Oct.  25,  18:38, 
to  Miss  Theodosia  Kight,  a  native  of  Ham|>shire 
County.  Va.,  born  in  1818.  To  them  ten  children 
have  been  born :  William  Jefferson,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Seventy -Six  Township;  Sarah  L.,  the  wife  of 
William  B.  Tatmaii,  of  Delta,  Iowa;  Hannah  Ellen, 
the  wife  of  William  Sowash,  of  Franklin  Township; 


^ 


t. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


227 


i 


Mordecai  Tipton,  now  of  Lima  Creek  Township;  S. 
H.,  now  living  on  the  home  farm  ;  Nancy  Jane  died 
w^hen  fourteen  j'ears  old,  and  John  K.  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three ;  George  W.  is  now  residing  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.;  Martha  Ann  is  the  wife  of  John  Griish, 
of  Cedar  Township. 

Politically  Mr.  J)ayton  is  a  Democrat,  and  relig- 
iously a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  When  he  came  to  Washington  County 
he  had  a  wife  and  six  children,  but  did  not  have  a 
dollar  after  entering  his  land,  but  has  since  been 
fairly  [irosperous.  He  has  lived  to  see  the  country 
well  developed  and  thickl}-  settled,  with  churches 
and  school-houses  in  abundance,  and  to  see  his 
children  all  well  settled  in  life.  Few  men  enjoy 
the  respect  of  friends  and  neighbors  to  a  higher 
degree  than  William  Dayton. 

EL.SON  BEENBLOSfSOM,  resitling  on  sec- 
tion iS,  Marion  Townslii(),  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in 
Harrison  Count3%  Ind.,  in  1819,  and  is  a  son  of 
Abraham  and  Eveline  (Scluick)  Beenblossom,  the 
former  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  latter 
of  Kentuck}'.  His  mother  died  in  1877,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  and  his  father  in  1883.  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chiircli.  They  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Washington  County,  Iowa,  coming 
here  in  1842. 

Nelson  Beenblossom,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  State.  In  the  fall  of  1842 
he  came  to  Washington  County,  and  entered  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  8,  IMarion  Township,  which 
he  improved,  and  where  he  still  lives.  He  novv 
owns  268  acres  of  land,  all  under  fence,  and  most 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  On 
the  24th  of  January,  18.39,  he  married  Miss  Clarissa 
Jacobs,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  daughter  of 
John  H.  Jacobs,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children : 
John  Harrison  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
.Sarah  Jane  resides  at  iiome;  Andrew  lives  in  the 
city  of  Washington ;  William  Henry   is  now    resid- 
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ing  in  this  township;  Perry  resides  in  this  county; 
McCiellan  and  Ella  are  at  hornet  Mr.  Beenblossom 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  while  Mrs. 
Beenblossom  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison.  Since  its  organization  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  held  var- 
ious township  oflices. 

Mr.  Beenblossom  commenced  life  a  poor  boy, 
with  neither  the  advantages  of  education  nor  wealth ; 
all  that  he  has  was  secured  by  his  own  exertion, 
together  with  that  of  his  wife.  He  has  been  a  hard 
worker,  a  good  manager,  and  given  strict  attention 
to  his  business.  In  addition  to  general  farming,  he 
is  engaged  somewhat  extensively  in  stock-raising, 
and  turns  off  quite  a  large  number  of  horses  and 
cattle  each  year.  He  has  visited  Indiana  twice 
since  he  moved  to  this  county,  but  with  that  excep- 
tion he  has  stuck  closely  to  his  farm,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  few  pioneers  of  Washington  County. 
He  is  lialc  and  hearty,  and  still  performs  daily 
his  allotted  tasks,  and  during  the  present  season 
has  attended  to  thirty  acres  of  corn.  He  is  a  man 
who  is  universally  resjwcted  liy  all  who  know  him. 


\l/01IN  BELNTLLE  is  a  farmei-  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  30,  Washington 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Belmont  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  June  18,  181.").  His  father,  Joseph 
Belville,  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  while  his 
niotiicr,  Sarah  (Canouft)  Belville,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  born  in  1796.  When  quite  young  she 
moved  from  Maryland  to  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
and  in  1812  was  married  to  Joseph  Belville.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  living:  Nicholas  is  deceased;  John  is  in  Wash- 
ington Countj',  Iowa;  Joseph  is  living  in  Wiscon- 
sin; Sarah,  residing  in  Union  County,  Ohio;  Mary 
married  Addison  Lee,  in  Union  County,  Ohio,  and 
is  now  deceased ;  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Josiah 
Amrine,  is  now  residing  in  Union  County,  Ohio ; 
Phiebe  is  deceased;  Heiuy  resides  in  Michigan; 
Miranda  is  the  wife  of  Ichabod  Sibo;  Christina  is 
the  wife  of  James  Moore,  of  Union  County,  Ohio; 
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Samuel  resides  in  Michigan;  Sylviiniis  is  a  resident 
of  I'nion  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Holville  died  in  Un- 
ion County,  Oiiio,  in  l.SGO,  wliile  Mrs.  Belville 
died  in  18S2.  iit  tlie  ajjc  of  ci^iity-six  years.  She 
was  a  menilior  of  tiie  Cliristian  Church  for  over 
fifty  years. 

The  suljject  of  tiiis  .sitetcii  was  reared  u|)on  a 
farm,  and  as  is  naturally  expected  of  pioneers' 
children  received  liis  education  in  the  old  log 
school-house.  lie  wa--  nitirriod  in  Union  County, 
Ohio,  Nijv.  -21,  1840,  to  .Miss  Mary  .M.  Amrine,  a 
daughter  of  .lercmiah  and  Mary  A.  (Shearer)  Am- 
rine, and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  who  re- 
moved to  Oliio  with  her  |);irents  at  an  early  day. 
Soon  after  marriage  .Mr.  ;in<l  Mrs.  Belville  went  to 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  tliere  Mr.  Belville  fol- 
lowed farming  for  several  years.  In  18H)  the  fam- 
ily left  Ohio  for  Iowa  with  teams,  camping  out  on 
the  way,  and  were  twent3'-seven  days  in  making 
the  trip.  They  located  in  Marion  T(jwnship,  Wash- 
ington County,  where  .Mr.  IJclville  entered  land 
and  improved  a  farm.  At  that  time  their  best 
market  place  was  at  Burlington.  After  remaining 
upon  his  farm  in  .Marion  'rownshii)  for  fifteen 
years,  lie  sold  out  and  puri:liased  his  present  farm 
on  section  ;30,  Washington  'ro\vushi[),  where  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside. 

Mr.  .-uid  Mrs.  Belville  are  the  |)arents  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living:  Joseph,  now  resid- 
ing in  .Merrick  County,  Neb.,  during  the  war  of 
the  Uel)ellion  enlisted  in  the  2d  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  with  his 
regiment  in  every  engagement  in  wliicli  it  partici- 
pated: .Mar}-  K.  is  the  wife  of  Adam  Lewis,  and 
now  resides  in  Merrck  County,  Neb.;  Alonzo  is  de- 
ceased;  Melissa  is  the  wife  of  Ivol)ert  Lulz,  of  Mer- 
rick C"ounty,  Neb;  Joliu  resides  at  home;  .Mina  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  I'utman,  of  this  county.  Politi- 
cally .Mr.  Belville  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  casting 
his  lirst  vote  for  .Martin  Van  Buren.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church  in  Marion  Township, 
of  which  l)ody  his  wife  is  also  a  member.  His 
farm  consists  <^f  200  acres  of  excellent  land  all  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hel- 
ville  have  been  residi-uts  of  Washington  County 
for  w  period  of  tliirty-eiglit  years.  They  have  ex- 
perienced the  toils  and   privation?  of   pioneer   life, 


and  now,  as  old  .age  comes  on,  are  well  entitled  to 
the  comforts  of  life  with  which  they  are  >urrounded. 
Both  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
them. 
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BI.IAII  lllBUKLL  \AN  SICKLE,  M.  I)., 
WuM.  ^  retired  physician  living  in  Washington, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Mason  County,  W.  Va., 
April  15.  1813.  He  is  the  son  of  Anthony 
and  Zili)ha  (Hubbell)  Van  Sickle.  The  former  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Sept.  13,  1760,  and 
of  (ierman  descent.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Rebecca  Van  Meter,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children :  Henr}',  .Samuel,  Jesse, 
Hannah,  Anthony,  Abraham,  Martha  A.,  John, 
Jo.seph  and  Eli.  Rebecca  Van  Sickle  died,  and 
June  H),  1811,  Mr.  Van  Sickle  married  Zilpha 
Hubbell,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  of  the  old  Puri- 
tan stock,  born  Oct.  10,  1788.  They  were  married 
in  Ohio,  and  then  moved  to  Virginia.  There  were 
born  to  them  three  children,  two  of  whom  lived  to 
be  adults  —  Polly  and  Abijah.  The  former  mar- 
ried Bartlett  Pa^'ne,  of  Ohio,  and  has  since  died, 
.\nth0n3'  \'au  Sickle  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  with  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  died  Sept.  2U, 
1815,  in  Virginia.  Mrs.  \'an  Sickle  subsequently 
married  Rev.  Eli  Steadman,  a  Free-Will  Baptist 
minister,  by  whom  she  had  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  William  J.,  of  Hancock,  Neb., 
and  Lucinda  Ilugg,  of  Meigs  Count}',  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Steadman  died  nnui}-  years  ago  in  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  taken  by  his 
mother  to  Ohio  when  but  three  3-ears  old,  and  in 
the  pioneer  schools  of  those  earl}'  days  received  his 
education.  (Jf  the  old  school-house  ami  the  teach- 
ers of  the  early  day  he  has  a  vivid  recollection. 
The  building  was  of  logs,  with  puncheon  lloor, 
slab  seats,  and  greased  paper  window  lights.  The 
writing-desks  were  of  slabs  resting  upon  pins  driven 
in  tiie  wall.  The  teacher  was  either  a  man  too  Lazy 
to  work,  "good  for  nothing  else  but  to  teach 
school,"  as  expressed  by  the  pioneer,  who  had  gen- 
erally a  poor  opinion  of  a  man  who  wouldn't  work, 
or  "an  old  maid  with  such  a  sour  expression  that 
the  chihlren's  biscuits  were  always  soured  before 
lunch  time."     Jt  never   was  required  of  a  teacher 
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that  a  child  should  be  taught  anything  but 
"  readin',  'ritin'  and  'rithmetic,"  and  in  the  latter 
only  to  the  "  double  rule  of  three."  The  boys  in 
the  winter  time  had  to  haul  and  cut  the  wood  nec- 
essarj'  to  roast  the  children  ou  one  side  while  the 
other  was  freezing,  as  was  customary  from  the  fire 
in  an  old  fireplace.  In  summer  the  boys  were 
dressed  in  tow  linen  shirts  that  came  down  about 
their  knees,  while  the  girls  had  a  similar  garment 
only  reaching  a  little  lower.  In  those  days,  says 
the  Doctor,  the  girls  had  to  hunt  the  cows  with  a 
club  in  their  hands  to  kill  the  snakes  that  might 
cross  their  path,  while  the  cows  had  a  habit  of 
eating  leeks  upon  the  road,  which  tainted  the  milk_ 
In  order  to  destroy  the  taste  of  the  leeks,  the  Doe- 
tor  says  his  mother  used  to  give  each  of  the  chil- 
dren a  bit  of  onion.  Bread  and  milk  was  the  chief 
diet.  In  his  boyhood  days  wild  game  was  plenti- 
ful, including  deer  and  bears.  The  latter  were  in 
the  habit  of  helping  themselves  to  the  lambs  and 
pigs,  and  to  protect  the  stock  each  farmer  had  to 
have  a  supply  of  dogs,  with  guns  and  plenty  of 
ammunition. 

But,  notwithstanding  such  surroundings  in  his 
early  days,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  man- 
hood, and,  Jan.  2,  1842,  was  married  to  Mahala 
Brown  a  daughter  of  Dr.  James  E.  and  Mary 
(Ford)  Brown.  She  was  born  near  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
and  removed  with  her  parents  to  Meigs  County, 
Ohio,  at  an  early  day.  Dr.  Brown  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  .and  faithfullj'  served  his  country 
during  th.at  struggle.  After  going  to  Meigs  County 
he  studied  medicine,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
practicing  ph3-sician.  His  practice  extended  over 
a  large  scope  of  country,  and  in  attending  his  pa- 
tients he  was  frequently  from  home  for  weeks  at  a 
time.  There  were  four  children  in  the  family  who 
lived  to  be  adults,  but  all  have  since  died  save  Mrs. 
Van  Sickle.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  members  of 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  dying  in  that  faith 
many  years  ago  in  Meigs  County.  The  Doctor 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  .ability,  and  the 
family  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  all  their 
acquaintances. 

Shortlj'   after    his    marriage    our   subject    com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  in  the  botanic  school, 
and  was  engaged   in  its  practice  for  ten  years  in 
4*      


Ohio,  and  for  twenty  years  after  coming  to  this 
county.  As  a  practitioner  he  had  very  gratifying 
success,  and  only  relinquished  practice  on  account 
of  increasing  age.  The  Doctor  came  to  this  county 
in  18.50,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Jackson  Township,  on 
which  he  moved  and  where  he  resided  till  his  re- 
moval to  Washington,  combining  farming  with  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1881  he  moved  to 
the  city,  where  he  has  since  been  living  a  retired 
life,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  \'an  Sickle  are  the  parents  of  four 
living  children :  Neal  now  resides  in  McPherson, 
Kan.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business; 
Anthony  is  a  farmer  in  this  county;  James  Eli  is 
also  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county;  Abijah  R. 
is  a  graduate  of  Halmemann  Medical  College,  Chi- 
cago, and  is  now  eng.aged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Hastings,  Neb.  Dr.  Van  Sickle  has 
been  identified  with  this  county  for  .almost  a  third 
of  a  century,  and  has  witnessed  many  of  the 
changes  that  have  been  made.  In  polities  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  party.  He  is  a  man  of  jovial  disposi- 
tion, enjoys  a  joke  to-da}-  as  well  as  he  did  a  half 
century  ago,  and  has  probably  as  few  enemies  as  any 
man  in  Washington  County. 

^-^-^ ^ 


yE.  WOODBURN,  fanner  and  stock-raiser, 
resides  on  section  1  5,  Highland  Township. 
His  post  office  Is  Riverside.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bradford  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1827,  and  is  the  son 
of  Moses  and  Esther  Woodburn,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  and  of  Scotch  descent,  and  the 
latter  of  Massachusetts.  Moses  Woodburn  died  in 
Pennsylvania  in  184;3,  and  Mrs.  Esther  Woodburn 
in  Washington  County,  Iowa,  in  1885. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State,  and,  in  IS.TS  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  Wattles,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  18.j2.  In  1856, 
Mr.  AV'oodburn  determined  to  come  west,  and,  ac- 
companied by  his  family  and  mother,  came  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Highland 
Township,  where  his  wife  died  .Tune  17,  187t),  leav- 
ing four  children :  Lawrence  C,  who  is    residing 
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upon  the  home  farm ;  Louis  V.  married  .Teiinie 
MeClaiighlin,  wiio  died  in  December,  1880,  and  by 
wliom  lie  has  one  child.  Pearl;  Fannie  married 
Frank  Stewart,  wlio  died,  and  she  subsequently  mar- 
ried C'lirist.  Hookwalter;  Theodocia  married  Annie 
Potter.  Mr.  Woodburn  was  the  second  timq  mar- 
ried, ill  tiiis  county,. Ian.  21,  1881,  to  Amelia  C'liapin, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1812.  IJy  tiiis  union 
there  are  two  children  Libbie, and  .luhn  W. 

Mr.  Woodburn  is  tlie  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  ItiO 
.icres,  wliicii  is  now  principally  under  tlie  manage- 
ment of  hi,s  son  Lawrence.  He  is  a  man  well  re- 
spected in  the  neighborhood  wliere  he  resides,  and 
by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  well  informed  upon 
all  subjects  of  general  interest,  and  can  express  liim- 
self  in  an  intelligent  manner.  Both  liimself  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  United  IJrethreii  Church. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  vv.as  a  great 
admirer  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  .Tames  A.  (iarfield, 
and  now  desires  to  live  to  see  James  G.  Blaine 
President  of  the  United  States.  During  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  Mr.  Woodburn  liad  three  brothers 
respond  to  their  country's  call,  and  went  forth  to 
fight  in  defense  of  the  Union.  Theodore  was  a 
member  of  the  141st  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
and  Wilson  L.  of  the  25th  Iowa  Infantry.  Law- 
rence C.  enlisted  in  the  10th  Iowa  Infantry. 
All  survived  the  liard  service,  returned  home,  and 
once  jigaiu  resumed  the  peacefid  lives  of  farmers. 

When  Mr.  Woodburn  emigrated  to  Iowa  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  only  living  sister,  who  became 
acquainteil  with  and,  in  1857,  married  N.  U.  Fogg, 
a  native  of  Vermont.  He  was  a  man  wideli'  "■"'' 
favorably  known  in  this  county.  By  industry  and 
economy  he  accninmulated  coiisideralile  property, 
and  at  hisdealli,  in  December,  1885,  left  his  widow 
in  coinfiirtable  circumstances. 


^i^^^Miaiiiiiii'i'^ 


lUAM  WALLIN(;F0RD,  farmer,  was  born 
in  Mason  County,  Ky.,  near  Maysviile, 
.Sept.  23,  1 825.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Susan  (Conway)  Wallingford.  Tliis  couple 
were  probably  born  near  Culpejier  C'ourt-lUmso, 
Va.,  for  her  father,  John  Conway,  came  to  Ken- 
tucky   jM-ior   to   the   Indian    War  of  1812,  and  was 


frequently  c.-illed  out  to  defend  the  families  who 
were  placed  in  the  block-house  for  safety.  Both 
of  the  grandparents  had  large  families,  and  the  aged 
parents  lived  and  died  in  .Mason  County,  Kj'. 
John  Conway  had  nine  children  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity. Nicholas  Wallingford  w:us  the  father  of 
seventeen  children,  ten  born  tr)  his  first  wife  and 
seven  to  his  second  wife.  The  parents  of  onr  sub- 
ject were  married  in  Kentucky.  His  father  died 
wlieii  he  was  six  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  survived 
him  many  years,  being  nearly  ninety  when  her 
death  occurred. 

Our  suliject.  Hiram  ^\'.■lliingford,  was  married  in 
Mason  Count}-,  K3'.,  to  Kvulinc  Henderson,  June 
8.  1848.  The  next  3'ear  the}'  came  to  Washington, 
this  count}',  where  Mr.  Wallingford,  who  was  a 
tailor  in  Kentncky,  establislie<l  himself  in  business. 
They  remained  in  Washington  until  1863,  he  being 
engaged  in  different  occupations,  part  of  the  time 
as  a  merchant.  Tlieir  children  were  all  l)orn  there 
except  the  youngest,  Susan  .1.;  Mary  K..  the  wife 
of  Josepii  A.  Ileatheringtoii,  of  Kmporia,  Kan.; 
David  11.,  the  husband  of  Martha  Ilarvej' ;  Hiram 
J.;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Joseph  (Jlasgow,  a  resident 
of  Cass  County,  Neb.:  and  Clara,  complete  the 
famil}'.  When  the  war  liegan  Mr.  Wallingford 
volunteered  in  Co.  I,  I8tli  Iowa,  and  was  sent  to 
the  front,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  after  which  he  began  an  agricultural  life,  and 
for  many  years  rented  land,  liut  in  1881  purchased 
his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Wallingford  has  served  as  .Sheriff  of  the 
county  for  one  term.  He  was  also  ConsUxble  for 
years.  His  wife  is  a  sister  of  James  Henderson,  a 
well-known  citizen,  and  an  early  settler  of  the 
county,  who  came  with  his  father,  David  Hender- 
son, from  Kentucky  to  this  county  in  1848.  David 
was  a  blacksmith,  one  of  the  first  in  the  villjige. 
The  lands  owned  by  his  son  were  entered  b}'  him 
about  1854,  and  were  improved  during  his  lifetime. 
The  readers  of  this  sketch  will  remember  our  sub- 
ject as  an  active  business  man  of  twenty  3'ears  ago, 
but  lie  is  oiu'  of  the  veterans  who  have  grown  old 
since  beginning  pioneer  life  in  the  new  country. 
Three  grandcliildren  have  nestled  in  his  arms: 
Annie  .M.  and  Susan  M.  are  daughters  «.>f  Mrs. 
Heatherington,   and    Hiram    (!.,    named  after  both 
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his  grandfathers,  is  tlie  only  son  of  Lizzie  Glasgow. 
The  lives  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Wallingford  have 
been  such  as  inspire  confidence  among  men,  and 
his  prosperity  since  the  disastrous  days  of  18.57  has 
proved  him  to  be  one  of  the  most  enterprising  of 
men,  as  he  began  farming  without  a  dollar,  after 
his  failure,  which  occurred  on  account  of  being  too 
lenient  to  customers,  and  every  obligation  has  been 
met  in  full. 


^^  AMUEL  ERDIC'E,  deceased,  w.ns  a  native 
of  Ireland,  born  .Jan.  4,  181G,  and  the  son 
jfj  of  .John  and  .Tane  Erdice,  who  were  also 
n.atives  of  that  country.  When  but  twelve 
yeais  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the 
United  States.  They  settled  in  Mercer  County, 
Pa.,  and  there  lived  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Our  subject  grew  to  manhot)d  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Mercer  County,  and  not  only  followed  the 
occupation  in  his  youth  but  in  mature  age.  He 
was  married  in  the  latter-named  county,  Jan.  1, 
1848,  to  Rachel  Fell,  born  Jan.  6,  1827,  and  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Rachel  (Campbell)  Fell, 
the  former  a  native  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  of 
English  descent,  and  the  latter  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  and  of  German  descent.  Both  died 
in  Mercer  County  man3'  years  ago.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  .are  living — 
Andrew,  Aylett,  Elizabeth  and  Rachel. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erdice  re- 
sided in  Pennsylvania  until  18G4,  at  which  time 
they  emigrated  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Washington 
County,  where  Samuel  Erdice  purchased  208  acres 
of  fine  landon  section  21,  adjoining  the  village  of 
Ainsworth,  which  he  improved,  and  where  he  re- 
mained until  iiis  death,  which  occurred  M.ay  18,  188G; 
He  was  a  kind  and  affectionate  husband  and  an  in- 
dulgent father,  and  was  respected  by  .all  who  knew 
him.  Commencing  life  in  limited  circumstances, 
before  his  death  he  had  acquired  a  large  property, 
which  he  left  to  his  family  and  which  was  enough 
to  render  them  comfortable  through  life. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Erdice  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Alpheus  S.,  born  Nov.  1,  1848,  and  Allie, 
April  4,    1853.     The  former    is    now    engaged    in 


the  mercantile  trade  at  Keota,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa. 
He  married  Eliza  Stewart,  daughter  of  Kennedy 
Stewart,  by  whom  he  has  four  children — Eleanor, 
Clyde,  Lelia  and  Earl.  The  daughter,  Allie  Er- 
dice, is  now  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Spalding,  Principal 
of  the  High  School  of  Ainsworth,  a  sketch  of  whom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Er- 
dice is  yet  living  on  the  home  farm.  .She  has  been 
a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  for 
many  years,  and  in  her  life  endeavors  to  Walk  con- 
sistent with  her  Christian  profession.  She  is  a  lady 
of  fine  ability,  and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who 
know  her.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
and  large  land-holders  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  and 
became  wealthy  by  his  own  efforts.  The  father  of 
Samuel  Erdice  was  also  an  early  settler  of  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  and  one  of  its  most  wealthy  citizens 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 


^-^^- 
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ill^^i  OBERT  H.  FULTON  resides  upon  section 
llUiz'  28,  Cedar  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
Butler  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1829.  He  is 
)^  of  Scotch-Irisli  descent,  and  w.as  the  son  of 
James  and  Jane  (Hays)  Fulton,  the  latter  being  a 
daughter  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  received  a 
pension  for  his  services.  They  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  James  Fulton  was  born  May  17, 
179.5,  and  when  but  two  years  old  was  t.aken  by 
his  parents  to  Butler  County,  Pa.,  wliere  he  lived 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  June  10,  1858.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  became  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  Butler  County,  Pa.,  where  he  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ten  years.  He  w.as  a  self- 
educated  man,  a  natur.al  mechanic,  and  in  youth 
learned  the  cabiiiet  trade  in  Greensburg,  Pa.  He 
Was  a  cousin  of  the  celebrated  Robert  Fulton,  the 
inventor  of  the  steamboat,  and,  like  his  cousin,  his 
mind  naturally  ran  in  tiie  mechanical  field.  For 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  woolen  manu- 
facture, and  no  man  was  better  known  in  Butler 
County.  He  married,  in  that  county.  Miss  Jane 
Hays,  who  was  born  in  1794,  and  died  in  18G9. 
They  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
Robert  H.  is  the  fourth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home  till 
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twenty-i'even  \'ears  of  age.  assisting  his  father  on 
tlie  farm  and  in  the  mill,  and  in  his  youtli  attend- 
ing tlie  district  schools  during  the  winter  months 
of  eacli  year.  In  l^t.i'.i.  on  the  .'Id  of  .May,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Fleming,  a 
native  of  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daugliter 
of  .lames  and  .lane  (Black)  Kleniiug.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  .Tames  15..  a  farmer 
residing  in  this  township;  George  M.,  Clara  .lane, 
Harper  Alh'n,  Knima  Luclla.  Elizabeth  .\iin,  all  re- 
siding at  home.  In  IS?:!  .Mr.  Fulton  came  with 
his  family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  in 
connection  with  his  l)rother  William,  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  \\ashiugton,  Iowa,  bought 
223i  acres  of  land  (jn  section  2.s,  where  he  still 
continues  to  reside.  In  addition  to  general  farm-' 
ing  he  is  making  a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  and 
has  nf>w  upon  his  farm  fourteen  head  of  high-grade 
draft  horses.  He  also  keeps  on  hand  an  average 
of  twenty-live  head  of  line  cattle.  He  is  one  -irf 
the  leading  farmers  of  Cedar  Township,  and  enjoys 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors to  a  remarkable  degree.  He  is  now  serving 
his  seventh  year  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Republican,  and  religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I'nited  Presb^'terians ;  Mrs.  Fulton 
is  also  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Their  home  is  a  hospitalilc  ouc  in  wiiich  all  thid 
a  hearty  welcome. 

JC.  LEASUHK,  of  Mie  lirm  of  Schcib  i'  Lea- 
sure,  dealers  in  general  merchandise,  at  Well- 
man,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Frederickstown, 
Knox  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  5,  1850,  and  is  the  son 
of  .J.  II.  and  U.  A.  (Cpson)  Leasure,  the  former  a 
native  of  Peinisylvania,  and  the  hitter  of  Ohio. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Hattie  A.,  deceased;  .1.  ('.,  tiie  subject  of  this 
sketch;  II.  K.,  a  jeweler  in  Williamsburg,  Iowa  Co., 
Iowa;  .1.  W.,  deceased:  A.  C,  a  farmer  in  Iowa 
County,  Iowa;  G.  H..  a  resident  of  Williamsburg. 
Iowa;  Harry,  deceased.  The  family  removed  from 
Ohio  to  Illinois  in  1H()4,  where  they  remained  un- 
til March  1.  1  S(!.5,  and  then  removed  to  .lohnson 
Count}',  Iowa.      In  December,  18Go,  they  moved  to 


Iowa  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  .1.  H.  Leasure  en- 
gaged ill  farming.  He  is  >'et  living  in  Iowa  Coun- 
ty, but  is  at  present  engaged  in  fire  and  tornado  in- 
surance. The  fatlier  and  mother  are  both  members 
of  the  IJaptist  Church,  and  active  in  all  Church 
work,  the  former  beingavery  liberal  and  ciiaritable 
man. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town  until  twelve  years  of 
age.  He  then  commenced  work  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  continued  with  him  until  twenty-one 
3'ears  of  age.  On  tiie  lltiiof  .Inly.  1S72,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Kmily  A.  .Moore,  a 
daughter  of  .b)lin  P.  and  Cynthia  (Huffman)  Moore, 
both  of  ^yhom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  After  their 
m.avriagt).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leasure  remained  on  the 
farm  until  , Ian.  1,  1H8I,  when  he  emliarked  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Iowa  County,  and  continued 
in  trade  for  one  year,  then  sold  out  and  engaged  as 
aclerk  \vitli  U.  J.  .McClcarv,  a  dealer  in  general 
merchandise  at  Wellraan,  Iowa.  He  continued  with 
Mr.  McClcary  one  year,  when  the  latter  sold  his 
stock  to  E.  C.  McCleary,  Mr.  Le.asure  remaining 
with  the  Latter  .as  manager  of  the  business.  In  Feb- 
ruary', liS82,  he  purchased  the  stock  and  continued 
in  trade  until  the  spring  of  l.SJS.'i,  when  he  sold  out 
and  made  a  trip  through  Nebi-aska  and  Dakotii. 
Ivcturning  to  Wellman  from  that  trip,  during  the 
summer  of  l.sS.'i,  he  engaged  indrivinga  huckster's 
wagon,  and  in  the  winter  of  1H83-84,  was  eng.aged 
as  an  auctioneer. 

In  the  spring  of  IM.St,  Mr.  Leasure  bought  a  car- 
load of  horses,  which  he  shipped  to  Fillendale,  Dak., 
and  after  disposing  of  the  same,  he  again  returned 
to  Wellman,  and  Aug.  20;  1884,  eng.aged  with  a 
firm  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  to  close  out  a  stock  of 
merchandise  in  .Martinsl)urg.  Iowa.  He  remained 
in  iMartinsburg  until  >«'ov.  1,  188(!,  when  he  returned 
to  Wellm.an,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  II.  C. 
Scheib,  on  the  24th  d.ay  of  November,  purchasing 
the  stock  of  merchandi.se  formerly  belonging  to 
William  \'oss,  deceased.  The  stock  consisted  in 
pait  of  drj'-goods,  notions,  hats  and  caps,  boots  and 
shoes,  groceries  and  queenswarc.  The  firm  is  now 
enjoying  a  fine  trade,  and  does  not  fear  opposition. 
They  carry  a  stock  of  $8,000.  Mr.  Leasure  is  a 
member  of  the  1.  O.   O.  F".     As  an  auctioneer  he 
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has  been  quite  successful,  and  j'et  occasionally  gives 
his  attention  to  public  sales. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leasure  have  had  four  children: 
Harry  M.,  born  Sept.  12,  1873;  Arthur  J.,  born 
May  13,  187G,  died  Aug.  2,  1878;  Olive  H.,  born 
Dec.  7,  1879;  Metta  L.,  Jan.  14,  1883.  As  a  citi- 
zen Mr.  Leasure  is  public-spirited,  and  is  always 
willing  to  do  his  part  in  any  matter  of  public  in- 
terest. 

UW.  WELLS,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  sec- 
tion 14,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  and  a 
^5^^  lithographic  portrait  of  whom  is  shown  on 
the  opposite  page,  is  a  pioneer  of  1843.  He  was 
born  in  Wethersfieid  Township,  Conn.,  Oct.  20, 
1820,  and  is  a  son  of  CUirtis  and  Wealthy  (Warner) 
Wells,  who  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  but  two  or  three  weeks 
old,  and  about  1824  his  father  married  Harriet 
Russell,  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  by  whom  he 
had  nine  children — Curtis,  Franklin,  Russell,  Jared, 
Donnell,  Harriet,  Wealthy,  Henry  and  Maria. 

In  1820  our  subject  accompanied  his  father  to 
Ohio,  and  there  remained  until  1839,  engaged  in 
working  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in  connection  with 
farming.  In  the  spring  of  1839  he  came  to  Iowa, 
landing  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry  County,  with  but 
$9  in  his  possession.  A  more  homesick  lad  was 
never  seen,  and  had  he  been  possessed  of  enough 
money  to  pay  his  expenses  he  would  have  at  once 
returned  to  his  home  in  Ohio.  It  was  probably 
fortunate  for  him  that  he  could  not  return,  judging 
from  the  results  of  his  life's  work.  Securing  em- 
ployment, he  worked  for  Dr.  Payne  of  that  place 
for  five  months,  at  $15  per  month.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  a  hotel  as  "man  of  all  work,"  where  he 
remained  about  two  years,  when  the  proprietor  was 
broken  up  financially,  and  he  lost  the  results  of  the 
two  years  of  labor.  He  then  hired  out  to  David 
Brown,  who  lived  near  Fairfield,  Jefferson  Count}', 
and  woiked  with  him  at  blacksmithing  and  farming 
for  one  year.  He  then  rented  a  mill  on  the  south 
fork  of  Skunk  River,  and  ran  that  for  one  year, 
investing  his  earnings  in  horses  and  cattle,  only  re- 
ceiving $6  in  money,  and  taking  the  balance  in 
trade   in  horses  and  cattle.     In   1843  he  came  to 


Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  entered  forty  acres 
of  land  near  Paris,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  where 
he  began  to  make  for  himself  a  home.  From  this 
time  on  prosperity  attended  him,  and  to  his  original 
purchase  he  added  subsequent  purchases,  until  now 
he  is  the  owner  of  2,460  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can 
be  found  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1844,  Mr.  Wells  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  Jackson, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Jackson.  To  them  were  born 
eight  children :  Franklin  died  in  infancy;  Maria  is 
now  the  wife  of  Wesley  Smith,  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith in  Franklin  Township;  Curtis  R.  is  a  farmer 
residing  in  Dutch  Creek  Township;  Edwin  died, 
and  was  buried  in  the  New  Haven  Churchyard; 
William  P.  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Dutch  Creek 
Township;  Inez  A.  is  the  wife  of  Sej'mour  Martin, 
and  resides  at  Kendall,  Ind.  Two  others  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Wells  died  in  1864.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  a  sincere  Christian  woman — one  who  delighted 
in  good  works. 

Mr.  Wells  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Wash- 
ington County,  and,  as  already  stated,  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  2,450  acres  of  land,  840  of  which  is 
included  in  the  home  farm.  In  addition  to  his  land 
he  is  the  possessor  of  a  large  amount  of  personal 
property,  and  is  without  doubt  the  wealthiest  man 
in  Washington  County.  With  a  capital  of  but  f9 
when  he  landed  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  never 
afterward  having  inherited  a  dollar,  all  that  he  has 
is  the  result  of  his  own  labor.  He  has  been  eco- 
nomical, though  never  niggardly;  and  industrious, 
though  never  doing  more  than  his  physical  strength 
would  permit.  In  obtaining  the  large  amount  of 
land  that  he  possesses,  with  but  one  or  two  excep- 
tions he  never  went  in  debt  a  dollar  for  the  same. 
As  ma\'  be  inferred  he  is  an  excellent  business  man, 
and  a  good  manager  in  everj'  respect.  He  has  been 
a  stockholder  in  the  Washington  National  Bank 
ever  since  its  organization,  and  for  the  past  five 
years  has  been  Vice  President  of  the  same.  By 
his  associates  in  the  bank  he  is  regarded  as  a  most 
safe  counselor.  While  at  all  times  careful  of  his 
own  interest,  he  yet  has  assisted  many  persons  in 
the  hour  of  their  need,  and  by  the  timely  help 
granted  has  saved  them  from  great  loss.     A  plain, 
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outspoken  man,  brusque  in  his  manner,  he  yet  has 
a  kind  heart,  and  has  pr(>bal)ly  as  many  friends  as 
an}'  other  man  in  Wasiiington  County.  In  polities 
Mr.  Wells  is  a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


/^  APT.  J.  A.  BAUGHMAN,  Washington,  is  a 


C 


I 


i|i  native  of  Muskingum  .County,  Ohio,  born 

^^^'  June  .'),  18t5,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Andrew  and 
Maria  C.  (Smith)  Baughman,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey.  They 
settled  in  JIuskingum  County,  Ohio,  about  181G, 
and  were  numbered  among  its  pioneers.  The^- 
had  a  faniih-  of  sixteen  children,  thirteen  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  in  his  native  .State  and  received  a  liberal  ed- 
ucation. In  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  1st  Ohio 
Heav3'  Artillery,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  mustered  out  of  service  at  Knoxville, 
Tenn..  July  25,  1865.  The  regiment  rendezvoused 
at  Covington,  Ky.,  from  which  place  it  was  sent  to 
Lexington  in  the  same  State.  Its  record  is  an  hon- 
orable one,  participating  in  the  following  engage- 
ments and  raids:  Richmond  and  Crab  Orchard,  Ky., 
Cumberland  Gap  to  Bull's  Gap,  Knoxville,  Beam's 
Station,  Strawberry  Plains,  Atlanta  campaign,  Gil- 
man's  Raid,  Stuneman's  raid  through  Tennessee, 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  At  Salisbury,  N.  C, 
the}'  released  the  Union  prisoners  that  had  been 
confined  there  by  the  rebels.  For  some  time  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Union  troops  the  rebels  had 
been  feeding  them  on  beeves' heads.  Araoresorr}' 
looking  lot  of  men  than  were  the  prisoners  could 
not  be  imagined,  says  Capt.  Baughman,  but  thej' 
were  made  truly  happy  b}-  their  release.  From 
Salisbury  the  regiment  was  sent  back  to  Tennessee 
to  forage  for  Sherman's  armj',  but  did  not  go  with 
it  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  In  Ai)ril,  1 HG5,  it  re- 
ceived orders  to  join  .Sherman,  but  the  war  being 
endeil,  only  got  as  far  as  (ireenville,  Tenn.,  when 
the  order  was  countermanded,  and  the  regiment 
sent  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  where  it  was  mustered 
out. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  Capt.   Baughman   re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Ohio,  where  he  married  Sue 


M.  McCo}',  also  a  native  of  Muskingum  County. 
In  March.  l.sG^t,  they  came  to  Iowa  and  located  at 
Oskaloosa,  where  the}'  remained  till  April,  1875, 
when  they  removed  to  Otoe  County,  Neb.,  lived 
there  (»ne  year,  and  then  went  to  Wilton  Junction, 
Iowa,  where  they  resided  three  years.  In.  1879 
they  came  to  Washington,  where  the  Captain  has 
since  been  in  the  employ  of  the  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R. 
R.  Co.  as  an  engineer. 

While  in  the  service  Capt.  Baughman  was  three 
times  wounded.  In  an  engagement  near  ANarrens- 
burg,  E.  Tenn.,  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the 
left  leg,  and  soon  after  received  a  bayonet  stab  in 
the  leg  and  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  shoulder.  In 
addition  to  these  wounds  he  received  a  heavy  blow 
on  the  back  of  the  head,  m.akinga  wound  which  is 
yet  plainly  visible.  In  this  engagement  there  were 
sixteen  men  of  his  company  killed  and  wounded 
lying  around  the  guns.  Capt.  Baughman  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.,  L.  of  H.  and  V.  A.  8.  frater- 
nity. He  is  the  Captain  of  the  Washington  Inde- 
pendent Battery. 
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;ILLIAM  H.  ANDERSON,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  resides  on  section  14,  Oregon 
Township,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  .a  fine 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  is  well  improved  in 
every  respect.  He  was  born  in  West  \'irginia  in 
1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  T.  anil  Margaret 
E.  (Crow)  Anderson,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  the  same  State  and  of  German  descent.  They 
came  to  this  county  in  1878,  where  they  still  reside. 
William  II.  Anderson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  Jan.  30,  1852,  .and  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  ajid  has  followed  that  vocation  thus  far 
through  life.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1874.  and 
settled  where  he  now  resides.  He  w.as  married  in 
Louisa  County.  Iowa,  in  1H79.  to  Rosella  S.,  daugh- 
ter of  OHver  S.  and  Charity  (Il.ayden)  .Sweet,  who 
yet  reside  in  Louisa  County.  She  was  born  in 
that  county  May  7,  1857.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren: D.  Wiley,  born  March  26,  1881;  Marion  E.» 
Nov.  18,  1882,  and  Nellie  M.,  Oct.  20,  1886.  Be- 
fore   her    marriage    Mrs.    Anderson    taught   eight 
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terms  of  school  in  Louisa  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  nvo  members  of  the  MetlnKlist  Jipiscopal 
Church.     Politically'  he  is  a  Republican. 

A  patriotic  streait  ran  through  the  blood  of  Mrs. 
Anderson's  family,  both  her  grandfathers  serving 
in  the  war  with  Jlexico;  the  same  can  be  said  of 
the  familj'  of  Mr.  Anderson,  his  father  serving 
in  the  late  war  and  both  grandfathers  in  the  war 
with  JEexico.  The  poor  of  one  generation  in  this 
country  are  generally  the  wealth}'  ones  in  the  next. 
While  not  yet  possessed  of  great  wealth  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  are  comfortably  provided  for,  and 
that  which  they  possess  was  acquired  b}'  their  own 
exertions,  together  with  good  m.an.agement  in  the 
conduct  of  their  business  affairs.  In  their  home 
contentment  reigns,  and  all  try  to  make  it  the  hap- 
piest place  on  earth. 


ylLLIAM  .1.  LEWIS,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Washington,  Iowa,  is  numbered  among  the 
settlers  of  1853,  and  has  therefore  been  a 
resident  of  the  county  for  thirty-four  years,  or  a 
little  more  than  a  third  of  a  century.  He  was  born 
in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  .Ian.  10,  1812.  His  parents, 
Jesse  and  Anna  (Little)  Lewis,  were  natives  of 
Marylanil,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  about  one  year 
before  the  birth  of  William,  and  were  therefore 
among  the  i)ioneers  of  Ross  Count}',  About  1820 
the  family  moved  to  Pickaway  (Jaunty,  the  same 
State,  where  they  remained  until  1838,  when  they 
moved  to  Clay  County,  111.,  remaining  two  years, 
then  moved  to  ^'ermdlion  County,  Ind.  .lesse 
Lewis  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  is  the  only  one  living 
of  seven  children.  She  died  in  Ross  County.  Ohio, 
in  1820,  and  Mr.  Lewis  subsequent!}'  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children. 
Of  that  niimlier  only  one  is  now  living— Jesse,  re- 
siding in  Douglas  County,  111.  Mr.  Jesse  Lewis 
died  in  Vermillion  County.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig. 

William  J.  Lewis  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and 
received  but  a  meager  education  in  the  pioneer  log 
school-houses  of  his  day,  having  to  go  two  miles 
through  the  heavy  timber  for  that   purpose.     He 


was  married  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  July  5, 
18.31,  to  Miss  .Sarah  Poulson,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  Poulson.  She  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
born  in  1808.  By  this  union  there  are  five  living 
children :  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Calvin  Little,  of  this 
city;  John  P.,  of  Brighton,  Iowa;  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  B.  Loveless,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa;  William 
J.,  of  Riveriiide,  Iowa;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Waters,  of  Washington  County. 

In  Octol)er,  183G,  Mr.  Lewis  with  his  family  left 
Ohio  for  the  West,  stopping  in  Vermillion  County, 
Ind.,  two  years,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
then  moved  to  Vermilion  County,  III.,  where  he 
remained  four  years.  In  1842  he  went  to  Knox 
County,  111.,  where  he  followed  farming  until  1853, 
and  then  came  to  Washington  County.  Arriving 
here  he  purchased  120  acres  of  Government  land 
in  Jackson  Township,  and  immediately  set  about 
the  improvement  of  a  farm.  He  rented  a  house  in 
which  the  family  lived  during  the  following  winter. 
In  the  meantime  he  built  upon  his  land  what  was 
then  one  of  the  best  frame  houses  in  the  county, 
and  1)}'  the  1st  of  June  had  100  acres  of  the  land 
surrounded  by  a  board  fence,  and  had  planted  sixty 
acres  of  sod  corn.  In  1859  he  sold  his  farm  and 
bought  another,  to  which  he  moved  and  on  which 
he  lived  until  1876,  when  he  moved  into  Washing- 
ton, and  has  since  been  living  a  retired  life. 

One  year  after  coming  to  the  city  Mrs.  Lewis 
died,  and  JLarch  17,  1878,  Mr.  Lewis  took  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  J.  McKain,  widow  of  Sam- 
uel McKaiii.  Her  maiden  name  was  Roat,  aud  she 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  (Lyons)  Roat, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Jane  was  their  only  child. 
Her  father  died  in  1817,  and  her  mother  subse- 
quently married  .lob  Reeder,  and  with  him  moved  to 
Logan  County,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  in  1853.  Both  have  since  died. 
Samuel  McKain  came  to  this  county  in  1850.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McKain  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, six  living:  James  JSI.  resides  in  Kansas;  Job 
R.  is  in  Washington  County ;  Augusta,  the  wife  of 
William  Dillon,  resides  in  Clay  Township;  Charles 
M.  is  in  Kansas;  Alfred  M.  resides  in  Colorado; 
Martha  L.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  H.  Jones,  of  Clay 
Township.  Mr.  McKain  w.as  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal   Church.     He   died   in   1867, 
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and  Mrs.  McKain  married  Mr.  Lewis,  as  already 
stated.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Deni- 
oci'at.  He  has  now  passed  his  threescore  years  and 
ten  of  life,  and  as  he  looks  back  for  a  period  of 
three-quarters  of  a  century  and  compares  the  state 
of  the  country,  the  arts  and  sciences  then  and  now, 
it  seems  almost  impossible  to  realize  the  improve- 
ments that  have  been  made ;  and  lie  can  but  won- 
der if  the  same  ratio  of  improvements  are  made  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past,  what  will  the  end  be. 
Who  can  tell  ? 


,>>-»- 
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AMl^EL  C.  (GARDNER  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farm  in<i' .and  stock-raising  on  section  7, 
Cedar  Township.  He  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  Feb.  9,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  M.  and  Aner  (Merritt)  Gardner,  the  former 
a  native  of  A'irgiiiia  and  the  latter  of  Maryland. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio.  On  leaving  college 
he  followed  teaching  in  Ohio  for  twelve  years.  In 
1855  he  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and 
for  three  years  taught  the  pulilic  school  at  Lexing- 
ton, Cedar  Township.  When  the  call  was  made  for 
men  to  suppress  the  Rebellion,  be  enlisted  in  the 
25th  Iowa  Infantry  and  served  till  the  close  of  the 
war.  lie  was  in  the  siege  of  Mcksburg  and  the 
battle  of  Jackson.  In  the  second  battle  of  Jackson 
he  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  foot  by  a  can- 
non ball,  which  disabled  liim  from  further  active 
service  in  the  field.  He  w.as  then  sent  to  Madison, 
Wis.,  and  was  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  tiardner  went  into  the 
mercantile  business  at  Lexington,  Washington 
County,  and  continued  in  that  business  for  eigiit 
years.  Having  lost  his  health  by  too  close  con- 
finement in  the  store,  in  1872  he  moved  to  his 
farm  on  section  7,  Cedar  Township,  whicli  lie  [)ur- 
chased  in  1857.  His  first  purchase  was  fifty  acres 
of  raw  land,  which  he  iinpicpvcd  and  to  which  he 
has  atlded  by  subsequent  purchase,  until  he  now 
owns  200  acres  of  fine  land  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  was  married,  in  1  806,  to 
Miss  E.  J.  Young,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  A.  and  Nancy  Young.  By  this  union 
there  are  two  children — Howard  B.  and  Aner  E. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  (iardner  are  niemlters  of  the  .Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

On  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Gardner  was  in 
very  limited  circumstances,  but  by  close  attention 
to  his  business,  coupled  with  energj',  he  has  ac- 
quired a  fine  property,  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Washington 
County.  Possessed  of  a  fine  education,  and  being 
a  constant  and  systematic  reader,  he  has  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  all  matters  of  public  interest  to  a 
degree  second  to  but  few  in  the  county.  His 
father  died  in  Ohio  in  1 880,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  his  mother  in  187('),  also  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  They  wore  membei-s  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Cliiirf  li. 


V 


<^  j^ILLIAM  G.  GAMON,  who  is  located  on 
section  2,  Marion  Township,  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Loudon,  England,  in  1831),  and 
is  the  son  of  Evan  and  MaiT  Ann  (.May)  (iamon, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales,  and  the  latter  of  Lon- 
don. When  he  was  an  infant,  iiis  inotiier  died,  and 
he  was  sent  to  his  grandmollier  in  Wales,  where  he 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  miner.  Believ- 
ing tlie  New  World  to  he  a  better  phu-e  for  acquir- 
ing more  tliau  a  mere  living,  Mr,  Gamon  sailed 
from  Liverpool  to  New  York  in  18GG,  in  a  German 
vessel,  and  w.as  eighteen  d.ays  on  the  ocean,  during 
whicli  time  a  severe  storm  arose  which  blew  them 
eighty  miles  out  of  their  course.  On  lauding  in 
New  York,  he  at  once  proceeded  to  Henry  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  one  year,  engaged  in 
farming,  and  then  settled  on  section  2,  Marion 
Township,  wiiere  he  bought  180  acres  of  partially 
improved  land.  To  his  t)rigiiial  jnirchase  he  has 
since  added  forty  acres,  all  of  which  is  well  im- 
proved and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  His 
house  and  barn  wore  erected  at  a  cost  of  ^2,000. 
Ill  addition  to  general  farming,  he  is engjiged  some- 
what extensively  in  stock-raising. 

In  the  fall  of  18G7,  Mr.  (iamon  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Rachel  Putnam,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  (i.  and   Ellen   (Edmondson)    I'utnam.      By 
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this  union  tliere  were  seven  children:  Mary  A. 
died  in  infancy;  Sarah,  William  R.,  Winnie  Ellen, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah  Belle  and  Eva  May.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Gamon  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served  as 
Township  Trustee;  he  was  once  elected  to  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  refused  to  qualify. 
His  father  died  in  England  about  18G4.  As  may 
be  inferred  from  what  h.as  already  been  said,  Mr. 
Gamon  commenced  life  in  humble  circumstances, 
and  received  but  a  very  limited  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Wales;  but  he  was  bred  to 
habits  of  industr}',  and  given  to  understand  that 
success  onl3'  follovvs  upon  industry.  By  hard  work 
and  such  economy  as  was  necessary,  he  has  acquired 
a  line  property,  and  has  surrounded  himself  with 
many  of  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  life. 


W.SRAEJ.,  H.  FRIEND,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
ill  pioneers  of  Washington  County.  He  was  a  na- 
{1|  tive  of  Dracut,  Middlesex  Co.,  Mass.,  born 
Aug.  31,  1815.  In  his  native  town  he  received  a 
common-school  education  and  learned  the  trade  of 
a  shoemaker.  In  1835,  he  left  his  native  State  and 
located  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained working  at  his  trade  for  two  years,  and 
then  turned  his  steps  westward,  locating  in  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  until  1839,  then  crossing  the 
Father  of  Waters  into  Iowa,  he  located  at  Mt.  Fleas- 
ant,  Henry  County.  In  this  place  he  remained  un- 
til the  spring  of  1840,  when  he  came  to  Washing- 
ton County  and  located  at  Brighton,  which  was  his 
home  until  his  death.  On  arriving  at  Brighton,  he 
at  once  embarked  in  the  mercantile  trade,  and  for 
many  years  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
the  place.  As  was  customary  in  the  early  days,  in 
connection  with  his  mercantile  business,  he  engaged 
in  pork-packing  during  the  winter. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1846,  Mr.  Friend  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  A.  McCuUoch,  a 
daughter  of  John  G.  and  Isabella  (Mullen)  Mc- 
CuUoch, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Fennsyl- 
vauip,  but  at  an  early  day  moved  to  Harrison  Coun- 
ty, Ohio.  Mr.  McCulloch  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  a  great  reader,  and  highly  re- 
spected.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  McC.    were  the  parents  of 


ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  living  :  Amanda,  now 
the  widow  of  David  B.  Atkinson,  resides  in  Brigh- 
ton; John  W.  lives  in  Seward,  Neb.;  Lucy  A.,  the 
widow  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Val.,  the  wife 
of  George  W.  Sheridan,  of  Brighton ;  James  N.,  of 
Lucas  County,  Iowa.  In  early  days  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McCulloch  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  for  some  years  he  was  an  Elder  in  that 
church,  but  on  coming  to  Brighton  he  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church  and  for  years  was  one 
of  its  Deacons.  He  was  a  strong  temperance  worker, 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  a  man  well  posted  in  the 
affairs  of  his  country ;  he  was  a  kind  father  and  a  lov- 
ing husband,  and  was  respected  for  his  moral  vvorth. 
He  died  in  this  county  Sept.  11,  1864. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Friend  are  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
Alvin  M.  now  resides  in  Iowa  City,  to  which  place 
he  moved  for  the  purpose  of  educating  his  children; 
he  has  always  been  a  successful  business  man.  Gil- 
bert M.  is  now  a  successful  merchant  in  Brighton. 
On  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  in  the 
spring  of  1849,  Mr.  Friend  fitted  out  a  company 
and  sent  them  overland  to  that  New  Eldorado.  In 
the  spring  of  1850,  he  fitted  out  another  company 
consisting  of  twelve  men,  including  himself,  and 
crossed  the  plains,  enduring  all  the  hardships  in- 
cidental to  such  a  journey.  He  remained  in  Cali- 
fornia engaged  in  mining  until  1857,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Brighton,  and  .again  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  subsequently  taking  into  partner- 
ship with  him  his  two  sons.  In  1871  he  built  a  fine 
tiouring-mill  on  the  north  fork  of  Skunk  River, 
three  miles  south  of  Sigourney.  In  1876  he  retired 
from  the  mercantile  business,  leaving  his  son  Gil- 
bert as  sole  proprietor. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Friend  was  a  Democrat,  one 
with  strong  anti-slavery  tendencies,  but  on  account 
of  the  position  taken  by  his  part3'  on  the  slavery 
question  he  abandoned  it  and  became  identified 
with  the  Republicans,  with  whom  he  acted  until  his 
death.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Brighton,  Nov.  26, 
1883,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  sons.  Mrs.  Friend 
is  still  living  in  Brighton,  where  she  is  surrounded 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  She  is  a  woman  of  tine 
ability,  and  to  her  wise  counsel  and  assistance  her 
husband  was  indelited  for  much  of  the  success 
which  attended  him  through  life.     She  is  a  member 
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of  the  Prpsbyterian  Church,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  its  work.  Mr.  Friend  was  a  great 
render,  was  principally  self-educated,  and  a  self- 
made  man.  Systematic  in  all  his  business  affairs,  he 
could  not  help  but  succeed,  and  in  his  death  the 
countj'  lost  one  of  its  most  useful  citizens. 


-•Xk. 


VH.  SHAFFER,  residing  on  section  5,  Dutch 
Creek  Township,  is   a  farmer  and    stock-   , 
raiser,    making   a    specialty  of   the    latter 
branch  of  his  business,     lie  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land County,  Pa.,  March  6,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of   ' 
John  and  Kliza  (Hood)  Shaffer,  the  former  a  native 
of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  of  German  descent; 
the  latter  also  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  of   i 
Irish    descent.     Thcj-    were    the   parents  of   eight   i 
children:  Peter,  now  residing  in  Monmouth,   111.; 
W.  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Mary  ;  George  and 
John  W.,  deceased  ;  Richard  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa. ;  Jeremiah  is  a  farmer   | 
residing  in  the  same  county  and  State;  Elizabeth    [ 
is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Anderson,  residing  in  Fayette   | 
County.  Pa.     The  parents  were  members  of  the  old 
Seceders'  Church,  and  took  an  active    part   in   all 
Church  work.  i 

On  the  29th  of  January,  184U,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  married  Miss  Xanc^-  Johnson,  born  Dee.  2ti, 
1825,  in  .Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Mar3'  (Lorimer)  Johnson,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  Penus^'lvania. 
They  were  members  of  the  United  Presb^-teriau 
Church,  and  took  great  pride  in  its  upbuilding. 
Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  h.ive 
been  blessed  with  eight  children :  Mary  M.,  born 
Dec.  13,  1849,  is  now  the  wife  of  .Joseph  Smith,  a 
farmer  in  Dutch  Creek  Township;  .Missouri  E., 
born  May  27,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Curtis  R.  Wells, 
a  farmer  residing  on  section  12,  Dutch  Creek  Town- 
ship; John  W.,  born  Dec.  13,  1853,  married  Miss 
Amanda  Pardun,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  Robert  II.,  born  March  7, 
1856,  married  Miss  Anna  Brider,  anil  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Franklin  Townshi[);  Jane  M.,  born  Jan. 
20,   1858,  and   L.  (i.,   born   .March    1,  18G0,  are  at 


home;  Belle,  born  Aug.  t,  1S64,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Adolphus  Skinner,  a  farmer  in  Dutch  Creek  Town- 
ship; Minnie  B.,  born  April  l.j,  1867,  is  at  home. 

In  1  86 1 ,  iMr.  Shaffer  with  his  family  left  his  native 
State  for  Iowa,  believing  that  in  this  new  country 
he  would  be  able  to  better  provide  for  his  children; 
in  this  he  was  undoubtedly  correct,  for  his  children 
are  all  well  educated,  and  the  most  of  them  happily- 
married  and  comfortably  settled  in  life.  In  1870 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  eighty,  making  a  comfortable  farm  of 
160  acres,  which  is  well  im])roved,  having  on  it  a 
comfortable  dwelling-house,  a  fine  barn  35x65  feet, 
with  18-foot  posts.  Mr.  Shaffer  is  now  putting  his 
farm  down  in  grass,  witii  the  intention  of  turning 
his  attention  exclusively  to  the  raising  of  horses 
and  cattle,  in  both  of  which  he  has  a  good  grade- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Shaffer  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  for 
their  social  qualities,  and  are  respected  by  all.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  various 
township  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents. 

p.  McKENZlE,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
notar}'  public,  Ainsworth,  lo^va,  was  born  in 
Beaver  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1821,  and  is  a 
son  of  Allen  and  Deborah  (Morton)  McKen- 
zie,  the  former  a  native  of  Pensylvania,  and  of 
Scotch  descent,  his  grandfather  McKcnzie  coming 
from  Scotland  and  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
latter  is  a  native  of  Ireland.  They  reared  a  family 
of  eight  children,  onlj'  two  of  whom  are  now  living 
—  Margaret,  the  widow  vf  David  .Matthews,  and  our 
subject.  Both  parents  died  in  Pennsylvania  several 
years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  for  about  twenty-five  ^ears  after  reach- 
ing his  maturity  was  engaged  as  a  farmer,  generally 
working  on  a  farm  in  the  summer  and  teaching 
school  in  the  winter  months.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  subscription  schools  of  his  native  .State, 
with  the  addition  of  six  months  at  a  High  .School. 
On  the  Kith  of  October,  1849,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  .Miss  Pha'be  McClelland,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Anna  E.  (Kelster)  .McClcllanil,  the  former 
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of  Irish  and  the  latter  of  French  and  (xernian  de- 
scent. She  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  July 
19,  1831.  They  have  had  three  children:  Joseph- 
ine E.,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Milton  Keister,  of  Illinois; 
Anna  K.,  the  widow  of  Rev.  James  P.  Tedford,  a  min- 
ister of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  who  has 
one  child.  J.  Paul;  and  Madge  M.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  G.  A.  Solomon,  of  Beatrice,  Neb. 

Mr.  McKenzie  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  in  1864,  and  settled  in  Washington,  where  he 
remained  seven  years  engaged  in  tiie  mercantile 
trade.  In  1872  he  came  to  Ainsworth,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside.  In  1874  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  tiie  Peace,  which  position  he  has 
since  continued  to  hold,  and  for  the  past  eight 
years  has  been  a  notary'  public.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKenzie  are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Ainsworth,  Jlr.  McKenzie  being  one  of 
its  Ruling'  Elders. 


F.  R.  LEONARD,  farmer,  stock-raiser  and 
dealer,  resides  on  section  11,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of 
fine  land,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  lie  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa., 
Dec.  10,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Reinhart)  Leonard,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  descent;  the  former 
died  when  our  subject  was  but  seven  years  of  age; 
the  latter  is  still  living  in  Whiteside  County,  111. 
They  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  three 
are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
which  has  been  supplemented  by  a  thorough  and 
sj'stematic  course  of  reading  and  study.  In  1856 
he  went  to  Kansas,  and  was  there  during  the  time 
of  the  border  troubles.  While  there  he  espoused 
the  side  of  the  Free-Soil  party,  and  did  all  in  his 
power  to  make  Kansas  a  free  State.  In  the  attempt 
to  force  slavery  upon  the  territory'  a  resort  to  arms 
was  had,  and  it  became  necessary  for  those  in  favor 
of  freedom  to  meet  the  attack  of  the  slave-holders 
and  their  allies.  Mr.  Leonard  served  under  Jim 
Lane,  and  was  in  numerous  skirmishes,    including 
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what  was  known  as  the  battle  of  Lawrence.  He 
was  well  acquainted  with  John  Brown  and  his  sons, 
and  for  some  time  was  a  companion  of  one  of  the 
latter.  While  a  citizen  of  Kansas,  he  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  taught  several  terms  of  public  school. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools,  and  also  served  as  Countj'  Sur- 
veyor of  Chase  County. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  Mr.  Leon- 
ard returned  to  Illinois,  to  which  State  his  parents 
had  moved  at  an  early  day,  and  there  enlisted,  in 
1862,  in  the  93d  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  The  history  of  the  93d  is  a 
glorious  one,  and  in  the  various  campaigns  and  bat- 
tles in  which  it  participated  Mr.  Leonard  was  act- 
ively engaged.  He  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
the  battles  of  Champion  Hills,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Atlanta,  Macon  and  Savannah.  He  was  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Louisville,  Kj'.,  and  discharged  at  Chicago.  Soon 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  here  married,  in  1870,  Miss 
Margaret  A.  Sands,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  born 
June  11,  1840,  and  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ros- 
anna  (Henderson)  Sands.  To  them  have  been  born 
five  children — Hannah  R.,  Lillie  M.,  Hattie  J.,  John 
B.  and  Archie  B. 

When  Mr.  Leonard  settled  upon  his  present  farm 
it  was  in  a  wild  state.  All  the  improvements  which 
now  exist  were  made  by  his  own  hands,  the  farm 
now  being  considered  one  of  the  best  in  Oregon 
Township.  His  life  has  been  a  most  active  one, 
and  he  has  lived  to  see  the  day  when  he  is  sur- 
rounded by  almost  everj'thing  that  can  make  a  man 
happy.  Although  residing  upon  a  farm,  and  en- 
gaging in  the  hard  work  necessary  to  keep  it  up  and 
further  improve  it,  he  yet  find?  time  to  read  the 
various  standard  works  of  the  day,  and  to  keep 
posted  in  general  literature.  In  the  past  few  years 
he  has  pursued  the  course  laid  down  by  the  Chau- 
tauqua Literary  and  Scientific  Circle,  and  has  re- 
ceived his  diploma. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  a  member  of  Ainsworth  Lodge 
No.  365,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  bod}'  his 
wife  and  three  oldest  children  are  also  members. 
In  polities  he  is  a  Republican,  one  of  the  stalwart 
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kind.  He  believes  in  its  principles,  and  does  not 
yet  believe  that  its  mission  is  ended.  While  not 
numbered  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Mr.  Leonard  has  been  so  closely  iden- 
tified with  its  interests,  and  has  been  so  actively  en- 
gaged, that  few  men  arc  better  known  or  more 
highly  respected. 

I  LLl.S  WALTON,  who  resides  on  section  35, 
Clay  Township,  is  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neers of  Washington  County.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Lycoming  County, 
Sept.  8,  1813,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Ellen 
(Davis)  Walton.  The  Waltons  arc  of  English  de- 
scent, three  brothers  of  that  name  coming  with 
William  Penu  to  America,  and  were  with  him  under 
the  elm  when  the  treaty  was  made  with  the  Indi- 
ans. The  gr:iudf;ilhcr  of  our  subject  and  two  of 
his  brothers  bougiit  one  of  the  reserv»i  tracts  on 
the  Sus(iuehanna  Kivcr  from  William  Penn. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  his  native  State  and  county. 
In  April,  18;}5,  he  left  Pennsylvania  and  went  to 
Sangamon  County,  111.,  where  he  remained  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  went  to  Tazewell  County  in 
the  same  Slate.  In  Februar}',  lisac,  in  company 
with  Jacob  and  Walter  Dillon,  with  liis  knapsack 
upon  his  shoulder,  he  started  for  Iowa,  making  the 
entire  trip  on  foot.  He  visited  this  section  of 
country,  and  when  the  land  came  into  market  pur- 
chased IGO  acres  in  Clay  Township.  The  Indians 
were  still  in  this  county,  and  Mr.  Walton  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  the  celebrated  Indian  chief, 
Wapello,  and  vvas  his  fast  friend  until  the  death  of 
the  latter.  He  has  taken  many  meals  with  the  old 
chief,  and  learned  the  Pottawatomie  language  so 
that  he  could  converse  with  him. 

Mr.  Walton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  J.  Edwards,  a  native  of  Clinton  County, 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Mary  (Dillon) 
Edwards,  liie  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  latter  of  Virginia.  Twelve  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  Isaac,  born  April  23,  1841, 
died  Sept.  23,  18»j;  Ann  M.,  born  Nov.  27,  1842, 
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is  now  the  wife  of  Freeman  Dunbar,  a  farmer  in 
Brighton  Township;  Mar^-.  born  April  10,  1843, 
died  Dec.  11,  1851;  Ellen,  born  Aug.  7,  1845,  re- 
sides at  home;  George,  born  Aug.  27,  1847,  now 
resides  in  Kansas;  Charles,  born  Aug.  30,  1850, 
married  Latta  Tory,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Claj'  Township;  Jane,  born  April  29,  1853, 
died  Jan.  29,  1881;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  7,  1855, 
lives  at  home;  Ellis,  born  Dec.  20,  1857,  married 
Kate  Kendall,  and  resides  in  this  township;  Will- 
iam, born  Feb.  8,  18G0,  resides  at  home;  John, 
born  June  20.  1862,  died  September  13  of  the 
same  year;  Thomas,  born  Feb.  14,  18(i5.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  March  23,  1878. 
She  was  born  and  reared  in  the  (Quaker  faitli,  and 
was  a  most  kind  and  indulgent  parent. 

Mr.  \Valton  has  from  time  to  time  added  to  his 
first  purchase  until  he  now  owns  290  acres  of  line 
land,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, with  a  good  dwelling-liouse  and  all  necessary 
out-buildings.  Charles,  Ellis,  William  and  Thomas 
have  united  their  strength,  and  together  are  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  For  the  past 
nine  years  they  have  been  grading  fine  stock,  ftnd 
in  the  spring  of  1887  purchased  a  fine  full-bred 
Norman  horse,  a  beautiful  iilack  seventeen  and  a 
half  hands  high,  and  weighing  2,000  pounds.  The 
family  are  all  admirers  of  fine  horses,  and  as  stated, 
the  boys  are  now  turning  their  attention  to  the 
raising  of  extra  stock,  including  Short-horn  cattle. 
Ellis  Walton  is  a  pioneer  among  pioneers,  and  well 
deserves  the  honor  and  respect  which  he  receives 
as  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Wsvshington  Countv. 


^J?^1LM(»HK  VINCENT,  residing  on  section  16, 
Jll  ,5—,  IJrighton  Township,  is  numbered  among  the 
^^Jj  pioneers  of  Washington  County  of  1842. 
He  was  born  in  Helmont  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  12, 
1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Parr) 
Vincent.  They  were  natives  of  Ireland,  but  came 
to  America  with  their  parents  when  children,  and 
were  reared  in  Pennsylvania.  .Inst  before  the  last 
struggle  with  Great  Britain,  they  emigrated  to 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  wliere  Thomas  N'incent  en- 
listed and  served  during  the   war    which   followed. 
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At  the  close  of  bis  term  of  service,  he  returned  to 
Behiumt  County,  ojiened  up  :i  farm,  and  subse- 
quently engaged  in  the  mercantile  liusiness. 

Tlionias  Vincent  was  a  man  of  decided  views 
upon  all  questions  of  public  interest,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  to  advocate  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  United  States.  His  home  was  at  all  times  a 
refuge  for  the  escaping  shive,  whom  he  assisted  on 
his  way  to  freedom.  In  1.S42  the  family  came  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  located  in  Frank- 
lin Township,  about  two  miles  from  Washington, 
where  the  father  died  in  1845.  Mrs.  Mary  Vin- 
cent died  in  1S71.  They  were  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  strong  in 
the  faith.  Two  children  yet  survive  them — Thomas 
B.,  and  Gilmore,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

(iihnore  ^'incent,  proprietor  of  the  Brighton 
Mills,  and  general  farmer,  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  in  1842,  at  which  time  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  He  assisted  them  in  opening 
up  their  farm.  His  fatiier  dying  soon  after  com- 
ing to  this  county,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  at  once  went  to  work  to  carve  out  his 
1 1 wn"  fortune.  Success  has  crowned  all  his  efforts, 
he  now  being  the  owner  of  510  acres  of  land  and 
the  home  farm,  together  with  280  acres,  which  in- 
cludes the  mill  property.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  N.  C.  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Hon. 
William  D.  Lewis,  of  this  count}-.  Nine  children 
have  been  born  to  them:  Melissa,  the  wife  of  D. 
Herold;  Addison,  a  miller  at  Brighton;  Retta,  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Alexander,  of  Guthrie  Center,  Iowa; 
Eva,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Longacre,  agent  of  the  C, 
R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R. ;  Lillie,  Ira,  Robert,  Thaddeus  S. 
and  Rena.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincent  are  members  of 
the  United  Presl>yterian  Ciiurch  of  Brighton. 


THOMAS  W.  LIVINGSTON,  apiarist,  resides 
on  section  16.  Oregon  Township.  He  was 
^y  born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb. 
29,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Catherine 
(Bain)  Livingston,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume.  He  came  with  his  parents 
to  this  county  in  1853,  when  but  one  year  old. 
He  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  continued   in    the 
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occupation  of  a  farmer  until  1877,  when  he  com- 
menced to  devote  his  attention  to  his  present  busi- 
ness. He  has  now  1 80  stands  of  bees,  mostly  of 
the  Italian  breed,  and  lias  all  the  late  impnjvements 
for  extracting  honey  from  the  comb,  and  still  pre- 
serve the  latter  for  further  use.  He  has  machinery 
for  producing  the  comb  foundation.  Mr.  L.  manu- 
factures all  the  boxes  lie  uses,  and  sells  the  iKjney 
produced  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Livingston  was  married  in  this  county,  in 
1880,  to  Ettie,  daughter  of  Henry  N.  and  Carrie 
(Seeley)  Breed,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  of  Irish  descent,  and  the  latter  also  of  New 
York.  They  came  to  this  county  in  1805,  where 
they  still  continue  to  reside.  Mrs.  Livingston  was 
boi'u  in  New  York,  Aug.  4,  18()0.  They  have  one 
child,  Minnie  E.  Politically,  M-'.  Livingston  is  a 
Republican.  As  a  citizen  he  stands  well  in  the 
estimation  of  all. 

/g^  AMUEL  THOMPSON,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  23,  Washington  Township, 
was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  July  28, 
1844,  and  is  the  son  (jf  Jason  .-md  Nancy 
A.  (Watson)  Thompson,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Logan  County,  Ohio.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
and  received  a  liberal  education.  In  October, 
1855,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Washington 
Count}',  Iowa,  where  he  helped  to  open  u|)  a  farm. 
In  the  fall  of  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  25th  Iowa 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  mustered  in  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  The 
first  expedition  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged 
was  that  of  Helena,  Ark.,  after  Price.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son accompanied  this  expedition  and  was  taken 
sick  at  Helena,  where  he  remained  in  a  hospital 
for  three  months,  and  was  then  sent  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  also  remained  for  some  months,  and  in 
October,  1863,  was  discharged  from  the  service  on 
account  of  disability.  He  has  never  since  fully  re- 
covered his  health. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Crawford  Townshij), 
on  the  22d  of  December,  1864,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
married  to  Miss  Eleanor  Maxwell,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Maxwell,  of  Crawford  Township,  Washing- 
ton County,  one  of   the  prominent  and  earl}'  set-    . 
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tiers.  She  was  born  in  Crawford  Township,  Dec. 
•22,  1HI7.  H\  this  union  tliere  were  six  uliiidren, 
four  liviiijr.  Cora  B.  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  one  ciiild  in  infano}-.  'Die  living  are 
Nancy  C.,  Robert  M.,  Martlia  A.  and  Nelson  \V. 
Mr.  TlioMipson  is  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  land 
wliicli  is  un<ler  a  liigii  state  of  cultivation,  and  is 
well  improved  in  every  respect.  His  possessions 
were  not  inherited,  but  were  acquired  througli  his 
own  labor  assiste<l  in  a  great  measure  by  that  of 
his  wife.  lie  is  now  numbered  among  the  well-to- 
do  farmers  of  Washington  Towushi)). 

Politically,  Mr.  Thompson  i.>  a  Re))ublicau  of  the 
stiilwart  kind,  and  has  alHliated  with  that  party 
since  its  organi/.atioii.  Religiously,  he  is  a  Pres- 
byterian, and  a  member  of  that  church  in  Wash- 
ington. .Mrs.  Thompson  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  educational  matters,  Mr. 
Tliompson  has  always  manifested  considerable  in- 
terest, and  in  fact,  in  all  things  tending  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  county,  he  has  taken  an  active 
part,  and  is  ever  ready  to  contribute  of  his  means 
not  only  for  himself,  but  for  his  fellowmen. 


^HOMA.S  COLTlllRSI'.  of  Oregon  Town- 
r(j»Y  .-hip,  is  a  stone-cutter  by  trade,  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  pioneers  of  Washington 
County.  He  was  born  in  J>anc.astcr  C(junty,  En- 
gland, in  1806,  and  came  to  America  in  1842,  set- 
tling in  Washington  Count3-.  He  married  Fannie 
Reistine,  a  native  of  Kentuck}',  by  whom  he  had 
two  children:  William,  deceased,  and  Isabel,  the 
wife  of  Theodore  Neal,  of  this  county.  She  died 
in  1848,  and  Mr.  Colthurst  in  1850  wedded  Ann 
Lawson,  in  Louisa  County.  She  was  born  in  1822. 
There  were  four  children  in  the  family:  Thomas, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Is.aac;  Maltie,  the  wife 
of  Cal.  Pearson,  of  this  township,  and  Kttie,  the 
wife  of  James  Stewart,  also  of  this  township. 
Mary  died  many  years  ago. 

.Mr.  Colthurst  came  to  this  county  in  1844,  and 
tirst  purchased  120  acres  of  timber  and  forty  of 
prairie  land.  He  added  by  snbseipient  purchases 
until  he  had  about  COO  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  the  result  of  a  life  of   hard   labor  and  good 


management.  His  son,  Isaac  L.  Colthurst,  was 
married  ui  l)es  Moines  County,  Iowa,  in  1882,  to 
Bertha  Rogers,  the  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Me- 
linda  Rogers.  She  was  born  in  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains in  Colorado,  in  18(i().  They  have  one  child, 
Carrie.  He  has  had  the  management  of  hisjather's 
farm  for  six  years,  in  connection  with  200  acres  of 
his  own  land. 

Mr.  Colthurst  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist,  and 
.Mrs.  Colthurst  of  the  l"nitarian  Church.  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  Republican.  Isaac  C.  Colthurst  is  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  is  making 
one  of  the  best  farmers  in  Oregon  Township.  He 
is  a  young  man  of  good  habits,  and  is  highlj'  re- 
spected wherever  known.  A  pioneer  among  pio- 
neers, Jlr.  Colthurst  is  well  knt)wn  to  almost  all  the 
old  settlers  of  W.ashington  County,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him,  this 
not  from  the  fact  that  he  is  an  old  settler,  but  be- 
cause he  is  worthy  in  every  respect. 


A^\  G.  CAMPBELL,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
resides  on  section  10,  Oregon  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  born 
in  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Mark  and  Anna 
(.\dams)  Campbell,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  former  of  Scotch  and  the  latter  of  Irish  descent. 
The  father  died  in  1862,  while  the  mother  is  still 
living  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 
The}'  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  and  two  residing  in  this  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  reared  on  a  farm 
and  has  followed  that  occupation  thus  far  through 
life.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1861,  and  settled 
at  Ainsworth,  where  he  remained  two  years,  then 
went  to  a  farm  near  Crawfordsville,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  and  in  1864  came  to  his  present 
farm,  where  he  purchased  eight}'  aci'es  of  raw  prai- 
rie at  ^4  per  acre.  He  hjissiuce  added  to  his  orig- 
inal purchase  until  he  now  owns  140  acres  in  the 
home  farm  and  thirty  acres  on  another  section. 
The  land  which  at  that  time,  as  already  stated,  was 
raw  prairie,  he  has  improved,  until  he  has  now  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  Oregon  Township,  with  a  neat 
residence,  good  barns,  and  all  other  necessary  out- 
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buildings.  Everything  around  him  denotes  thrift 
;>nd  enterprise.  In  1858  he  married  Mary  L. 
Vaughn,  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  Ijorn  in 
1841,  and  tlie  daugliter  of  John  \'augini.  llcr. 
parents  died  when  she  was  a  small  child.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Campbell  are  the  |)arents  of  seven  children, 
all  living:  John  W.,  the  eldest,  married  Etta  Car- 
son, and  has  one  child,  Harry;  W.  L.  resides  in 
Missouri;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  A.  Cocklin,  of  this 
countj-;  Frank  resides  at  home;  E.  Belle,  Mark  and 
James  L.  are  also  at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  Republican,  thougli 
at  the  same  time  a  strong  Prohibitionist.  He  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  the  work  and  services  of  the  Church 
take  great  delight.  On  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Campbell  were  in  limited  circumstances,  but 
they  have  toiled  early  and  late,  have  been  econom- 
ical in  their  expenditures,  and  have  thus  acquired 
a  comfortable  property.  They  both  enjoy  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  them. 


^ €-*^^ ^ 


;  RANK  X.  SCHERRER,  merchant,  :it  River- 
side, Iowa,  was  born  in  Alsace,  France,  in 
1837.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  John  and 
Anna  (Eiliangel)  Scherrer,  of  whom  a  sketch  is 
given  in  that  of  John  Scherrer,  their  eldest  son, 
which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Our  sub- 
ject received  a  liberal  education  in  his  native  coun- 
trj'  prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family'  to  America 
in  1852,  but  after  coming  to  Iowa,  like  other  lads 
of  his  .age,  had  to  work  on  the  farm  in  the  summer, 
and  the  winter  evenings  were  spent  in  studying  the 
English  language,  in  which  he  became  quite  profic- 
ient, and  has  developed  into  a  thorough-going 
bnsiness  man.  He  remained  with  his  father  several 
years  before  he  mastered  the  language,  to  learn 
which  he  hired  n  man  in  liis  stead  to  work  for  his 
father,  and  himself  hired  to  W.  B.  Ford,  Esq.,  pay- 
ing his  wages  to  his  father. 

After  working  three  years  for  Mr.  Ford,  and  liav- 
ing  by  that  time  become  of  legal  age,  tiie  young 
German  found  hin)self  in  possession  of  one  year's 
wages,  and  fully  accustomed  to  the  habits  of  the 
American  people.  At  that  time  everything  was  in 
■^« 


a  fever  of  excitement  regarding  the  gold  discoveries 
in  California,  and  in  eomjiany  with  his  brother 
Louis,  their  cousin  Jacob  Scherrer,  and  Harmann 
Swnnkey,  he  purchased  two  yoke  of  cattle,  and  in 
a  covered  wagon  started  for  the  land  of  promise. 
They  crossed  the  plains  safely,  the  journey  occup3- 
ing  almost  three  months.  Pike's  Peak  was  really 
their  objective  point,  bnt  meeting  every  day  men 
on  foot  carrying  in  their  hands  a  carpet  sack,  and 
also  many  wagons  returning  with  scores  of  disgusted 
fortune  hunters,  when  Laramie  City  was  reached, 
they  changed  their  route,  having  heard  Rev.  Henr}^ 
VVard  Beecher  lecture  there  upon  the  great  advan- 
tages of  Colorado,  and  becoming  infatuated  with 
his  ideas  of  its  resources,  retraced  their  steps  for 
200  miles  along  the  mountains,  and  reached  Boulder 
City  July  20  of  that  year.  Two  of  tlie  boys  at- 
tended the  stock,  and  the  others  began  mining,  but 
met  with  poor  success. 

After  testing  it  to  their  satisfaction,  they  all  took 
a  claim  of  a  quarter  section,  and  made  arrangements 
to  go  into  the  stock  business  and  engage  in  farm- 
ing. Louis  was  detailed  to  return  on  horseback  to 
Omaha,  and  with  what  money  the  boys  could  raise, 
to  buy  a  farm,  and  load  the  wagon  with  merchant- 
al)le  goods,  and  get  back  as  soon  as  possible.  He 
mounted  a  pony,  and  alone,  in  the  winter,  traveled 
the  entire  distance,  and  made  his  return  to  the 
ranch  in  May,  1860.  He  also  took  with  him  a 
breaking-plow,  and  in  a  short  time  ground  was 
ready  for  the  seed,  and  to  the  Scherrer  boys  be- 
longs the  distinction  of  planting  and  raising  the 
first  crop  of  potatoes  in  Colorado.  The  i)roduct 
was  sold  during  the  autumn  for  twenty-five  cents 
per  pound.  The  boys  did  so  well  that  the  next 
winter  Louis  was  sent  back  to  Omaha,  and  he 
brouglit  with  him  to  the  ranch  two  loads  of  Hour 
and  liacou.  Before  he  reached  them,  however,  all 
their  supplies  had  given  out,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  subsist  entirely  upon  game,  not  even  having  salt 
to  use  with  it.  That  fall  Frank  and  his  cousin 
bought  the  interest  of  Louis  in  everything  but  the 
land.  Louis  went  to  freighting  on  his  own  account, 
and  Frank  remained  in  charge  of  the  Colorado 
rancli,  while  Jacob  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased 
cattle  and  more  stores  and  returned,  accompanied 
by  two  of    his  sisters.     The  bachelor  quarters  were    ^ 
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soon  iinprovetl,  and  after  another  year's  partner- 
slii|),  Frank  purclmsed  liis  cousin  .Jacob's  interest  in 
tliestoeii,  and  married  .Jacob's  sister  Mary,  wlmliad 
accompanied  iiitn  tu  the  West,  tlic  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  Father  Miscliliauf,  in  .Septem- 
ber, 18U-2. 

At  tills  time  Frank  [Scherrer  was  tiie  owner  of 
quite  a  hirge  dairy,  and  made  large  quantities  of 
butter  which  commanded  a  iiigh  price.  At  that 
business  tlie  30ung  couple  prospered,  and  in  18G5 
concluded  to  sell  out  and  return  to  Iowa,  and  in  a 
w.agon  came  back  to  the  home  of  their  fathers. 
The  Colorado  ranch  had  been  traded  for  a  farm  in 
Lucas  County,  but  this  was  later  disi)osed  of,  and 
Mr.  Scherrer  bought  a  farm  southeast  of  Ricluiioinl. 
They  afterward  moved  to  W'asliington,  l<jwa,  and 
took  charge  of  the  "Washington  House,"  in  i)artner- 
ship  with  Joseph  Critz,  which  was  conducted  for 
one  year,  when  -Mr.  Scherrer  returned  to  Richmond 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade  for  ten  jears. 
In  l«7ti  he  sold  that  stock  and  began  the  mercantile 
trade  in  the  new  tijwn  of  Riverside,  wiierc  he  has 
continued  U>  this  time.  Their  two  eldest  children, 
.Josephine  and  Fanny,  were  born  in  Colorado;  Ed- 
ward, ()scar.  Norman  and  Amelia,  were  born  in  the 
State  of  Iowa;  Fanny  is  now  the  wife  of  F^dward 
Woodward,  of  Denver,  Col.;  .losephine  formerly 
conducted  a  millinery  business  in  Riverside,  but  is 
now  a  resident  of  Denver,  Col.  The  children  are 
all  in  that  .State  at  present,  while  the  father  is  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  trade  at  Riverside. 


LLKN  SINGMASTER  came  to  this  county 
(@y4!||  in  lb54  in  company  with  his  parents,  and 
(!>  settled  in  Dutch  Creek  Township.  He  now 
resides  on  section  12,  Franklin  Township, 
and  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  milling. 
lie  is  a  native  of  Clark  County,  Mo.,  born  in  1841, 
and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Eliza  (Heist)  Siug- 
m.aster,  who  were  natives  of  I'emisjivania. 

Allen  .Singmaster  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  received  but  a  limited  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  married,  in  1865,  Katie  Car- 
uahan,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  I'a.,  and  daughter 

<■  


of  Richmond  Carnahan.  Nine  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Harry,  engaged  in  farming  in  Clay 
Township;  Orvis,  a  graduate  of  the  Business  Col- 
lege in  Davenport,  in  188C,  now  at  home;  Ernest, 
aged  fifteen,  is  engaged  in  I'unning  the  stationary 
engine  in  his  father's  mill;  .Minnie,  Bessie,  Ethel, 
Allen,  Carl  and  Stanley,  all  at  home. 

Jlr.  Singmaster  is  the  owner  of  106  acres  of  land, 
twenty  of  which  is  in  timber,  the  rest  improved. 
In  aildilion  to  general  farming,  he  is  engaged  in 
breeding  line  stock,  both  horses  and  cattle.  He 
has  the  only  thorouglil)rcil  .Jersey  cattle  in  the 
comity.  He  is  also  engaged  in  running  a  custom 
mill,  manufacturing  corn  meal,  (iraham  Hour  and 
fciMl  for  stock.  A  sawmill  is  also  atUiched,  which 
is  used  live  days  in  the  week  in  sawing  native 
lumber.  A  power  furnished  from  a  1.') -horse  power 
engine,  manufactured  to  order  by  Thomiis  Seevers, 
of  Oskaloosa.  Mr.  Singmaster  is  a  natural  mechanic, 
and  an  industrious,  persevering  man,  one  enjoying 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  .'dl  who  know  him. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  of  Wash- 
ington. 


\f^  ANIEL  ANDERSON,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  on  section  20,  Franklin  Township, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Washington  County 
since  18.55.  He  was  born  in  Miami  County, 
Ohio,  in  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Jane 
(Gilkison)  Anderson,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  wsis  reared  upon  a  farm,  and 
remained  at  home  until  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  left  Ohio  and  went  to  Marshall  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  two  j^ears,  eng.aged  in 
working  at  the  carpenter  trade.  He  then  came  to 
Washington  County,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
twelve  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
which  consists  of  280  acres  of  flue  land,  all  of  which 
is  under  cultivation.  His  first  purcluvse  was  100 
acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added  180  acres.  On 
the  15th  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Nancy  Davis,  a  native  of  Indiana, 
and  daughter  of  Samuel  Davis.  By  this  union 
there  were  two  children — W.  A.,  now  in  the  State 
of  Kans-as,  and  Alonzo,  residing  at  home.  .Mrs. 
Anderson  died  Nov.  30,  1869,  aged  about  thirty 
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years.  On  the  28th  of  December,  1871,  Mr.  Ander- 
son was  again  married,  choosing  as  a  wife  Miss 
Sarah  B.  Todd,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  daughter 
of  Abel  Todd.  By  this  union  there  are  three  chil- 
dren— John,  Frank,  and  Charles  E.,  all  of  whom  are 
residing  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Democrat,  but  does 
not  taite  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  has  served 
several  terms  as  Road  Supervisor,  much  against  his 
will.  The  father  of  Mr.  Anderson  died  in  18(J0, 
aged  sixty-five,  and  the  mother  in  1881,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years.  As  may  be  inferred  from 
what  has  already  been  said,  Mr.  Anderson  com- 
menced life  in  very  limited  circumstances,  for  man}' 
years  working  at  his  trade  of  carpenter,  laying  by 
from  time  to  time  a  small  sum  until  he  had  acquired 
sufficient  to  make  his  first  purchase  of  land.  Good 
fortune  has  attended  him  since  he  commenced  his 
life  as  a  farmer,  and  he  is  now  numbered  among 
the  thrifty  farmers  of  Franklin  Township,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  respect  entertained  for  him  by  his 
friends  and  neighbors  generally. 


*^»S^-»-:>i^ 


<ig^*S-^^l<^' 


S.  ADAMS,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  whose 
post-office  is  Ainsworth,  resides  on  section 
28,  Oregon  Township,  where  he  owns  393 
acres  of  fine  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cul- 
ivai  on  and  well  improved.  In  addition  to  the 
home  farm  he  owns  2.53  acres  on  another  section. 
He  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  1,  1829, 
and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  H.  and  Belinda  (Stinson) 
Adams,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  of 
Irish  descent,  and  the  latter  of  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  her  father  serving 
in  that  war.  Mr.  Adams'  paternal  grandfather 
moved  to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  from  Kentucky.  He 
first  visited  that  country  during  the  winter  time, 
and  while  there  what  was  known  as  the  "big  snow" 
fell,  following  which  there  was  a  great  sleet.  The 
country  being  new  and  provisions  scarce,  the  party 
with  which  he  had  visited  the  country  came  near 
perishing  from  hunger.  Finally,  one  of  their  num- 
ber killed  a  wild  turkey,  which  served  to  tempo- 
rarily relieve  their  wants. 

Isaac  H.  Adams  and  Belinda  Stinson  were  mar- 
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ried  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  in  1826.  They  came 
to  AVashington  County,  Iowa,  in  1804,  and  settled 
in  Cedar  Township,  where  they  remained  until  the 
death  of  the  former,  which  occurred  in  1883,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  The  latter  is  still  living 
in  Cedar  Township.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living,  four  of 
the  number  residing  in  this  county:  Robert  lives 
in  Cedar  Township,  this  county;  J.  S.  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  Patience  is  the  wife  of  N.  A. 
Holson,  of  Iowa  City;  James  H.  is  a  resident  of  . 
Cedar  Township;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  T.  A.  Allen, 
of  this  county;  H.  W.  lives  in  Adair  County,  Iowa. 
In  the  death  of  the  elder  Adams  the  county  lost 
one  f>{  its  best  citizens,  the  wife  a  kind  husband, 
and  the  children  an  indulgent  father. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  commenced 
learning  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  followed  that 
occupation  some  twelve  years,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  In 
1855  he  came  to  Washington  Count}',  Iowa,  and 
in  1857  married  Hannah  O.,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Penelope  Dawson,  and  born  in  1  838.  There 
were  eight  children  in  her  father's  family :  Sarah, 
deceased;  H.annahO.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Will- 
iam, John  P. ;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  H.  W.  Adams, 
Rosa  L.,  the  wife  of  B.  D.  Utterback,  James,  and 
Ettie,  wife  of  Mr.  McCan,  of  Nebraska.  Her  par- 
ents came  to  this  county  in  1844,  and  were  thus 
numbered  among  its  pioneers.  By  this  union  ten 
children  have  been  born :  Patience,  the  wife  of 
Elbridge  Sherfey,  has  two  children — Pearl  and 
John ;  Harvey  married  Grace  Mickey,  and  is  now 
residing  in  North  Bend,  Neb. ;  Maggie  is  the  wife 
of  M.  Miller,  of  Cedar  Township,  this  county,  and 
has  two  children — Earl  and  an  infant;  John  now 
resides  in  Idaho;  Minnie,  Frank,  Grace,  Faith, 
Ortus  and  Flossie  M.  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Adams  is  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge  No. 
365,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  and  his  wife  and  a  portion  of  the  family  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Adams  has  made  a  success  in  life, 
and  has  now  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  Ore- 
gon Township.  His  present  residence  was  built  in 
1871,  at  a  cost  of  $1,400.     The   farm    is   mostly    ' 
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under  hedge  fence.  Everytliiiii;  around  it  denotes 
thrift  and  enterprise,  and  there  can  certainly  be  no 
reason  why  all  the  'members  of  the  family  should 
not  lead  a  liappy  life. 

~>^ .^^ ^ 
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AVID  L.  AMSPOKKK,  one  of  the  earliest 
|)j  settlers  of  Washington  County,  Iowa,  re- 
sides upon  section  io,  Washington  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  Oct.  2;5,  liS33,  in  Har- 
rison Cuunt3',  Ohio,  his  parents,  Alexander  and 
Mary  (Lyons)  Amspoker,  being  among  the  pioneers 
of  that  county.  In  1834  the}'  moved  to  Hancock 
Count}',  in  the  same  State,  but  returned  to  Harrison 
County  in  1.S40.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Eliza,  the 
wife  of  Alnion  Dunning,  of  Adams  County,  Iowa; 
David  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Samuel,  of 
Keya  I'aha,  Neb.;  .bimes,  of  Wj'omiug;  Mary,  of 
Harrison  County,  Ohio;  IMartha,  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Mitchel,  of  Ohio,  Mrs.  Amspoker  died  in  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  in  February,  1876.  She  w.is  a  sin- 
cere Cinistian  woman,  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  her  death  was  deeply  mourned 
by  family  and  friends.  Mr.  Amspoker  is  still  living 
in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  at  an  advanced  age. 

David  L.  Amspoker  was  reared  iu  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  receiving  a  good  education  for  that  day. 
In  18.5C  he  left  Ohio  and  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  J.  Nelson,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  Ixirn  Dec.  '27,  182G.  Her  parents,  William 
and  Ann  Nelson,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
settled  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  at  an  early  day, 
and  who  were  also  early  settlers  of  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  arriving  here  m  1845,  and  locating 
in  Washington  Township.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living :  Martha, 
of  Lenox,  Taylor  Co.,  Iowa;  Mary,  of  Washing- 
ton: .Sarah  .I.,and  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  John  Hall,  of 
this  county.  Tiiey  were  members  of  the  .Seoeders' 
Church,  and  were  very  hospitable  people. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amspoker  have  become  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Lurena, 
the   wife   of  Mathew   Lewis,  of  (Jrainfield.   Gove 


Co.,  Kan.;  Frank,  Ktta  .and  .M^'rtle  at  ln>me.  The 
deceased  were  Anna,  Alex  B..  William  N.  and 
Ross  L.  Politically  Mr.  Amspoker  is  a  Republican, 
but  h.as  never  asked  for  nor  accepteil  olHce.  He  is 
a  mcfliber  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  his 
wife  also  being  a  member  of  the  same  body.  Mr. 
Amspoker  h.as  120  acres  of  land  which  is  well  im- 
proved, having  a  good  house,  barn  and  all  neces- 
sary out-buildings.  While  not  a  large  land-owner, 
he  has  sutiicient  to  make  him  a  comfortable  living, 
and  is  content  with  his  lot.  Wli.i't  he  has  is  the 
result  of  his  own  labor,  he  not  having  inherited  a 
cent. 


H.  ASHTON  is  a  dealer  in  general  mer- 
chandise at  Nira,  his  stock  consisting  of 
dry -goods,  hats  and  caps,  boots  and  shoes, 
clothing,  groceries  and  qneensw.are.  He  was  born 
.Ian.  28,  18.50,  in  the  town  of  Bainbridge,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  .John  and  Frances 
(Baker)  Ashton,  both  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  followed  that 
occupation  until  his  health  failed,  and  then  lived  a 
retired  life.  The  family  moved  from  Pennsylvania 
in  the  spring  of  1872,  to  Columbus  Cit}',  Iowa, 
where  tiic  father  bought  a  farm  near  the  cit}',  and 
remained  there  till  the  spring  of  1874,  and  then 
bought  eighty  and  one-half  acres  of  land  in  .leflfer- 
son  County,  to  which  they  moved  in  the  same  year. 
Our  subject  took  charge  of  the  farm  until  the  death 
of  ills  father.  .John  Ashton  was  a  charitable  man, 
a  devoted  member  of  tiie  Church  of  God,  taking 
an  active  part  iu  all  Churcli  work  as  fai-  as  his 
health  would  permit. 

The  sul)jectof  this  sketch  was  an  only  child,  and 
received  his  education  in  tlie  common  schools  of 
his  native  town  in  Pennsylvania.  After  coming 
West  he  lived  with  his  parentson  the  farm  until 
he  embarked  in  the  general  merchandise  business 
under  liio  firm  name  of  Raker  iV-  Ashton,  in  South 
Knglisii,  Keokuk  Co..  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1880. 
He  continued  at  this  business  until  the  spring  of 
1881,  wlien  by  mutual  consent  the  partnership  was 
dissolved,  and  in  .June  of  tliat  year  young  Ashton 
came  to  Nira  and  established  himself  in  the  general 
merchandise  trade  at  that  place,  where  he  has  since 
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continued  to  reside.  He  carries  a  stock  of  about 
85,000  worth  of  goods,  and  by  close  attention  to 
business  and  honest  dealing,  he  has  built  up  a  large 
trade  and  possesses  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
communit}'.  His  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years,  and  makes  her  home  with  him 
at  Nira.  She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Church 
of  God. 

Mr.  Ashtou  was  united  iu  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  Roman,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Roman,  and  of  this  union  there  is  one  child,  born 
Aug.  11,  1887.  Mrs.  Ashton  is  a  member  of  tiie 
Catholic  Church;  Mr.  Ashton  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 
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LIGENE  ANDERSON,  senior  member  of  the 
fe)  firm  of  Anderson  &  Brindley,  grocers,  at 
iL^j  Washington,  is  a  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Laura 
M.  (Richardson)  Anderson.  He  is  a  native  of 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  born  May  20,  1852. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
High  School  of  Washington.  Iowa,  and  subsequently 
took  a  commercial  course  at  Rochester,  Minn. 
In  1878  he  came  to  the  city  of  Washington  and  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  for  T.  S.  Dougherty,  and  after- 
ward with  S.  C.  Corbin.  He  subsequently  was  em- 
ployed as  a  traveling  salesman  for  Bell,  Smith  & 
Segner,  wholesale  grocers,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
remained  with  that  Arm  for  three  years,  when  he 
formed  his  present  partnership  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  provision  trade  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married,  in  November,  1884, 
to  Miss  Anna  E.  Warren,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  26,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
.same.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Cyrus  Chapter  No. 
13,  R.  A.  M.,  and  comrade  in  Bethlehem  Com- 
mandery  No.  45,  Knights  Templars.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
his  party,  though  never  having  held  any  political 
office.  Mr.  Anderson  comes  of  a  family  who  were 
pioneers  in  Washington  County.  He  is  one  of  the 
active  business  men  of  Washington,  and  in  every 
enterprise  calculated  to  build  up  the  city  and 
^i  


county,  he  is  ever  ready  to  give  of  his  time  and 
means.  While  one  of  the  youngest  merchants  in 
this  city,  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  trade 
in  his  line  second  to  none.  A  full  stock  of  grocer- 
ies, provisions  and  queensware  is  always  to  be 
found  at  the  store  of  Anderson  et  Brindle3^  and 
sold  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Socially,  Mr. 
Anderson  is  well  respected  and  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  the  entire  commnnit}'. 

_^>^ — ■.o*o.®^<;/g)..o*o *,.— 


x^\  APT.  SAMUEL  ALEXANDER  RUSSELL 
(\\     1^  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  21,  1816, 

'^^(  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Campbell)  Russell.  Samuel  Russell,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Count}'  Donegal,  near  the  town  of  Letter- 
kenny,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  about  1796. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Campbell,  of  Scotch  ances- 
try, who  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa., 
and  who  bore  him  three  children — Samuel  A., 
William  H.  and  Elizabeth  Jane.  Of  this  family 
Capt.  Russell  is  the  only  surviving  member.  Sam- 
uel Russell,  Sr.,  was  a  merchant  of  Baltimore,  and 
accumulated  a  considerable  fortune.  His  death 
occurred  in  1833,  during  the  great  cholera  epi- 
demic. 

Samuel  A.  Russell  went  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
in  1836,  and  soon  afterward  matriculated  at  Frank- 
lin College,  New  Athens,  Ohio,  and  after  graduat- 
ing from  that  noted  school  entered  the  law  office 
of  Dewey  &  Stanton,  remaining  with  them  until 
he  was  admitted  to  the  liar.  Among  his  classmates 
at  college  were  Hon.  John  A.  Bingham,  afterward 
Member  of  Congress  and  Minister  to  Japan:  Hon. 
Edgar  Cowan,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  other 
noted  men.  Under  the  tutelage  of  Chauncey  Dewey 
and  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  un- 
der Abraham  Lincoln,  our  subject  acquired  the 
thoroughness  in  legal  matters  that  gave  him  promi- 
nence at  the  bar,  and,  although  a  young  man,  he 
practiced  with  great  success  for  several  years  in 
Cadiz,  Ohio.  He  wedded  Mar}'  Ann  Crawford,  in 
New  Athens,  Ohio.  Her  father,  Dr.  Isaac  Craw- 
ford, came  to  Washington  County  in  1841,  svhere 
his  brothers-in-law — Walker.  Joseph  and  Robert 
Neal — had  entered  a  tract  of  land  upon  which  they 
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surveycfl  niKl  platted  the  present  village  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  which,  in  honor  of  the  Doctor,  was  given 
his  name,  as  he  was  the  first  practicing  physician. 
Ill  1S45  Mrs.  S.  A.  Rus.scll,  with  her  four  chil- 
dren, came  West  to  visit  her  parents,  and  with  her 
eldest  child,  Craword,  fell  a  victim  to  a  malarial 
disease  which  prevailed,  and  their  romaiiis  M'ere 
interred  before  the  husband  and  father  could 
reach  the  new  country.  With  a  sad  heart  Mr.  Rus- 
sell returned  to  the  desolated  home  in  Ohio,  taking 
with  him  tlie  two  elder  of  his  surviving  children, 
Henry  Claj'  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  The  youngest, 
Martha  Agnes,  a  babe  of  six  mouths  old,  was  left 
in  custody  of  a  hired  nurse.  In  184C,  on  his 
return  to  Ohio,  our  subject  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  was 
re-elected  as  a  Whig  candidate,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service.  In  consequence  of  failing. 
eyesight,  occasioned  by  a  cataract,  Mr.  Russell 
was  compelled  to  abandon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. Deciding  to  come  West  he  arranged  his 
business,  :iii<l  in  1850  becume  an  active  resident  of 
this  county.  His  location  was  made  in  Crawfords- 
ville,  and  lands  being  open  for  entry  he  pre-empted 
numerous  tracts.  The  land  now  occupied  by  tlie 
Burlington  t&  Northwestern  Depot  was  a  part  of 
his  lirsl  possession. 

Two  years  after  his  settlement  in  Iowa  .Mr.  Rus- 
sell went  to  Wheeling,  \'a..  and  submitted  to  an 
operation  performed  by  Dr.  HuUyon,  which  in  a 
great  measure  restored  his  sight.  In  1853  Mr. 
Russell  was  elected  representative  of  this  county, 
and  servetl  a  term  in  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
aii<]  ill  1856  was  elected  one  of  the  two  Electors- 
at- Large  of  Iowa,  at  the  head  of  the  Fremont  and 
D.-iylon  ticket.  His  loyalty  was  as  uuciueslioned  as 
his  political  standing,  and  in_1862  he  recruited  Co.  I, 
25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  of  which  he  was  elected  Cap- 
tain. His  regiment  was  .issigned  toduty  under  Gen. 
Sherman,  and  was  engaged  in  the  lirsl  assault  on 
Vieksburg,  and  later  participated  in  other  noted 
engagements.  After  a  jear  spent  in  the  service  of 
his  country  Capt.  Russell,  on  account  of  failing 
eyesight  was  obliged  to  resign  his  commission,  and 
upon  his  return  home  in  the  autumn  of  that  year 
was  re-elected  to  the  Stale  Legisl.iture,  where  he 
hud  already'  ma<le  an  enviable  record.     In  1872  he 


was  chosen  Elector  of  the  First  District  of  Iowa, 
on  the  Grant-Wilson  ticket,  thus  aiding  for  the 
second  time  the  election  and  seating  of  a  President 
and  N'ico  President  of  the  I'nited  States,  and  his 
reputation  l)oth  at  home  and  abroad  has  been  such 
that  when  a  candidate  for  oflicial  honor  he  has 
never  known  defeat.  In  1872  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  (!.  (J.  Hennett.  who  was  later  ap- 
pointed .Judge  of  Dakota  Territory.  After  prac- 
ticing ten  years  in  Washingt(jn  he  returned  to  the 
village  of  Crawff)rdsville,  where  he  now  lives  a  re- 
tired life,  although  an  active  .lustice  of  the  Peace, 
of  which  he  is  now  serving  the  second  term. 

Capt.  Russell  attended  the  first  County  and  State 
Fair  held  in  Ohio,  also  the  first  County  and  State 
Fair  held  in  Iowa.  He  has  enjoyed  the  largest 
honors  in  a  political  waj'  of  any  man  now  livinu- 
ill. tlie  .county,  and  has  the  fullest  confidence  of  the 
v.public  .4i:t  :.the  advocacy  of  any  measure  in  which 
they  are  interested.  Henry  C.  Russell,  his  onlj' • 
son,  was  graduated  in  law  by  the  Iowa  State  Uni- 
versity, and  was  twice  elected  .Judge  of  Colfax 
County,  Nel).,  to  which  State  he  emigrated  in  187G. 
He  wedded  Amanda  Cowden,  who  has  borne  him 
two  daughters — Elizabeth  and  Mary  A.  .Judge 
Russell  is  now  actively  engaged  in  legal  business, 
and  w.as  during  the  late  war  a  member  of  Co.  H, 
2d  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  He  is  now  Department  Com- 
mander of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  the  State  of  Nebr.aska. 
The  onl3'  surviving  daughter  of  Capt.  Russell, 
Mary  E.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  .J.  D.  Miles,  of  Schuy- 
ler, Neb.,  and  the  mother  of  two  children — Melville 
and  Corinne.  Dr.  Miles  was  Regimental  Surgeon 
of  the  1 1th  Iowa  during  the  war,  and  ft)r  a  number 
of  years  after  practiced  in  this  county.  Martha 
Agnes,  who  died  in  May,  1886,  was  the  wife  of 
Capt.  .1.  W.  Harper,  who  succeeded  Capt.  Russell  in 
command  of  Co.  I,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  Mrs. 
IIar|)er  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  two  of 
whoin,  Samuel  Russell  and  Susan  Cooper,  aged  re- 
spectively eighteen  and  fijurteen  years,  survive  her. 
Hon.  .S.  A.  Russell  is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers 
now  residing  in  the  county,  and  has  certainly  lived 
a  most  praiseworthy'  life.  He  has  been  for  many 
years  a  Master  Mason,  and  has  passed  the  Chairs  in 
that  lioiioied  fraternitj',  and  true  to  its  precepts  he 
h.as  the  esteem   of  those  who  love  honor  and  truth  ^ 
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for  truth's  sake.  His  father  was  a  soldier  during 
the  War  of  1812,  and  served  at  the  battle  of  Balti- 
more, known  in  history  as  the  battle  of  North 
Point.  He  was  a  rigid  Calvinist,  and  a  stalwart 
member  of  the  Reformed  Presbj'terian  Church. 

■^f/OHN  HICKS,  of  Brighton,  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Washington  Count}',  Iowa.  He  is 
a  native  of  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  born  Hay 
/  8,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Brooks)  Hicks,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
the  latter  of  Virginia.  They  were  married  in 
Clarke  County,  Ohio,  and  in  October,  1845,  emi- 
grated to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  locating  on 
section  34,  Brighton  Township.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  sons,  three  living:  John,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  Robert  C,  of  Jefferson  County, 
Iowa,  and  William  F. ,  of  Washington  County, 
Iowa;  Samuel  is  deceased.  The  father  died  in 
1859,  and  the  mother  in  1874.  She  was  a  life-long 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  the  academy  at  Fairfield,  which  in- 
stitution he  attended  until  within  four  months  of 
graduating.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  13th 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service 
at  Davenport,  from  which  place  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  St.  Louis,  and  from  there  to  Pittsburg 
Landing,  where  it  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh.  In  this  engagement  Mr.  Hicks  participated, 
but  was  shortly  afterward  taken  sick  and  sent  to 
the  hospital  at  Corinth.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  consequence  of  dis- 
ease contracted  in  the  service. 

In  May,  1863,  Mr.  Hicks  married  Miss  L.  A. 
Pringle,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Prin- 
gle,  of  this  county.  By  this  union  there  are  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters :  Maida  M., 
the  wife  of  Charles  Robinson,  of  Brighton  Town- 
ship; Cora  B.,  William  M.  and  John '  Wesley,  at 
home.  Mr.  Hicks  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  of 
Brighton.  Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  are 
identified  with  the  Methodists,  being  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Brighton.     For 


forty-two  years  the}'  have  been  residents  of  Wash- 
ington County,  and  have  lived  to  see  it  changed 
from  a  wilderness  to  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
counties  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  Where  the  Indian 
wigwam  and  the  rude  log  cabins  of  the  pioneers 
once  stood,  are  now  fine  residences  of  a  prosperous 
and  happy  people. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Hicks  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
been  honored  b}'  his  township  with  many  of  the 
local  offices.  In  1883  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Supervisors  of  the  county,  and  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  tlie  building  of  the  present  handsome 
court-house  and  fine  jail.  As  an  evidence  of  his 
popularity,  he  was  elected  in  a  Republican  county 
by  a  majority  of  300  votes.  He  is  the  present 
nominee  in  the  fall  of  1887,  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  for  the  Legislature  from  Washington  Coun- 
ty, and  on  account  of  his  popularity  as  a  citizen 
and  as  an  officer,  makes  the  race  an  exciting  one. 
His  farm  consists  of  285  acres  of  land,  245  of  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  Mr,  Hicks  will  be  found 
upon  the  opposite  page,  which  will  be  appreciated 
in  the  hundreds  of  homes  where  this  work  forms 
part  of  the  household  library. 
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s^\  AMUEL  C.  STOREY  resides  upon  section 
17,  Cedar  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
Delaware,  born  in  1814,  and  is  the  son  of 
Marniaduke  and  Rachel  (Baggs)  Storey, 
also  natives  of  Delaware.  Marmaduke  Storey  was 
born  in  177G,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  died  May  13,  1856.  Rachel  Storey  died  June 
28,  1846,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  When  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  but  two  years  of  age,  his 
parents  moved  to  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  In  1852  he  came  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  and  entered  120  acres  of  land 
in  Lime  Creek  Township,  and  120  acres  on  section 
6,  Cedar  Township,  which  he  partially  improved, 
and  then  returned  to  Ohio.  In  1858  he  again  came 
back  to  Washington  County,  and  purchased  120 
acres  of  land  ou  section  17,  which  was  partially  im- 
proved. On  this  place  he  moved,  and  here  he  has 
«» 
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since  continued  to  reside,  having  added  to  his  es- 
tate until  he  now  owns  230  acres  of  fine  land,  all 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Storey  was  married  first  in  Ohio,  in  I80H,  to 
Elizabeth  Lambert,  a  native  of  Ohio.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  was  one  child,  Alfred  P.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  months.  Mrs.  .Storey  died  July  25, 
1859.  Mr.  .Storey  again  married,  in  1866,  Kmma  E- 
Levan,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  daughter  of 
Augustus  and  Sarah  Levan,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  Thej'  have  two  daughters  living 
— E.  B.  and  Lizzie  D.,  both  residing  at  home. 
William  IL  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  months. 

Since  his  settlement  in  Iowa  Mr.  Storey  has  made 
several  trips  to  Ohio,  visiting  relatives  and  friends, 
believing  it  well  for  a  man  to  enjo^'  life  as  he  goes 
along.  He  is  a  well-preserved  man,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  by  whom  he  is  known. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  From  poverty'  he 
has  advanced  to  wealth,  unaided  save  only  by  that 
which  was  rendered  by  his  good  wife,  who  has  been 
to  him  truly  a  helpmeet. 
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[^ILLIAil  SEETON,  residing  on  section  7, 
Dutch  Creek  Township,  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  6,  1821,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Catherine  (.Stephenson)  Seeton, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Ireland.  They  oame 
to  America  aljout  1819,  settling  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  from  there  moved  to  Ohio  about  1831, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming  until  1854,  when 
they  came  to  Washington  Countj',  Iowa,  and  set- 
tled in  Dutch  Creek  Township,  on  section  4.  They 
remained  on  that  place  until  their  children  were  all 
scattered,  and  then  made  their  home  with  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  father  died  in  Jul}',  1870, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  the  mother  in  April, 
1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  The}-  were 
members  of  the  Old-School  Presb3'terian  Church, 
and  were  ever  active  in  church  work.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Martha,  now  the  wife  of  William  Patterson,  resides 
in  Carrollton,  Ohio;  William  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;    Mary    J.,    the    widow   of    Moses    Harris, 


resides  at  Talleyrand,  Iowa;  Oliver  is  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  present  Mayor  of  What  Cheer,  Iowa; 
Ann  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  N.  H.  Garret,  of  Coffey 
County,  Kan. ;  Joseph  T.  is  a  farmer  in  Keokuk 
County,  Iowa. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1847,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lettice 
Crawford,  a  native  of  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  born 
May  3, 1821,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret 
(Allendor)  Crawford,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Ireland.  The}'  have  been  blessed  with  four 
children:  Mary  A.,  born  Sept.  27,  1848,  now  in 
charge  of  her  father's  lioiue;  Oliver  G.,  born  March 
7,  18.t4,  is  eng.aged  in  the  wholesale  feed  and  pro- 
vision business  at  El  Paso,  Tex. ;  James  B.,  born 
Aug.  1,  18.56,  died  April  0,  1H,)7;  Joseph  G.,  born 
Jan  12,  1862,  resides  at  home.  On  the  4th  of 
February,  1887,  Mrs.  Seeton  died.  She  was  a  very 
devoted  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
always  in  the  front  in  all  work  for  God  and  humanity ; 
a  kind  mother  and  a  faithful  wife.  In  the  Church 
she  is  greatl}'  missed,  and  in  the  family  circle  there 
is  a  vacant  chair.  The  loved  ones  who  3"et  remain 
are  now  only  waiting  to  be  reunited  in  the  land  of 
the  blest.  Mr.  Seeton  and  the  family  are  all  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1854  Mr.  Seeton  purchased  eighty  acres,  com- 
prising part  of  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  and 
to  which  he  has  since  added  forty-five  .acres,  giving 
him  a  fine  farm  of  125  .acres,  all  of  which  is  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  otherwise  well 
improved.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  is 
well  posted  in  all  political  questions.  He  has  held 
various  township  offices;  was  Townsliip  Assessor  in 
1864,  and  has  held  the  ofHee  of  Township  Trustee 
a  number  of  terms.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
of  Valley  Post-office  under  Franklin  Pierce.  Mr. 
Seeton  is  a  well-preserved  man,  psist  his  threescore 
years.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  one,  and  when 
called  upon  b}'  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  he  could 
not  resist  the  opportunity  of  taking  a  backward 
look  and  calling  to  remembrance  more  than  fifty 
years  of  a  busy  life.  He  spoke  of  the  harvest  on 
July  6,  1836,  on  his  fifteenth  birthd.a}',  when  he 
took  his  cradle  and  started  out  to  cut  100  dozen 
bundles  of  wheat.  This  was  a  big  task  for  a  boy 
of  fifteen,  but  he  accomplished   it  in  good  time. 
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Next  after  the  ci-arile  came  the  old-fashioned  reaper, 
in  which  tiie  grain  was  ralved  off  bj^  hand;  then 
came  the  self-raker,  and  now,  the  self-binder.  He 
says  that  he  can  scarcely  realize  the  many  changes 
that  have  been  made,  and  can  little  imagine  what 
the  futnre  will  bring  forth.  Few  men  in  Dutch 
Creelv  Township  are  better  Ivnown,  and  none  more 
highly  respected  than  William  Seetou. 

*,  EORGE  STUMP,  who  resides  on  section  33, 
Lime  Creek  Township,  came  to  this  county 
in  1854,  and  has  therefore  been  a  resident 
of  it  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years.  He  is  a 
native  of  Montgomery  (bounty.  Pa.,  born  Jan.  12, 
1822,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Walters) 
Stump,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. They  emigrated  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
in  April,  1836,  where  they  lived  until  their  death, 
the  former  d3Mng  in  October,  1842,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  and  the  latter  about  1860.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  But  one  of 
the  family  besides  himself  came  to  Washington 
County,  a  sister,  the  wife  of  John  F.  Tipton,  now 
residing  in  Nodaway  County.  Mo. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  district  schools.  He  was  married,  Feb.  24, 
1842,  to  Miss  S.  H.  Tipton,  a  native  of  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Tipton, 
also  a  native  of  that  .State.  To  Mr.  and  Blrs. 
Stump  nine  children  were  born:  Mary  married 
Rev.  S.  H.  Thomas,  of  Marysville,  Iowa,  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  died, 
leaving  two  children;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  A. 
A.  Henry,  a  farmer  residing  in  Ottawa  County, 
Kan. ;  Rebecca  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Gardner, 
of  Wellman;  Thomas,  a  stock-shipper,  residing  in 
Cloud  County,  Kan.;  .John  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
this  county;  William  E.  is  also  eng.aged  in  farming 
in  this  county ;  Catherine  married  Callet  Sicler,  of 
Washington,  and  died,  leaving  three  children,  tvvo 
of  whom,  Georgie  and  Winn,  reside  with  their 
Grandfather  Stump,  and  Ray  is  living  with  Edwin 
Stump  in  Lime  Creek  Township;  Hiram,  a  farmer, 
now  resides  in  Washington;  Gertie   is   residing  at 


home.  Mrs.  Stump  and  daughter  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically,  is  a 
Democrat. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Stump  enlisted  in  the  19th 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  participated  in  the  various  engagements 
of  his  regiment,  and  was  in  the  campaign  against 
Marmaduke  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  On  com- 
ing to  this  county  Mr.  Stnmp  had  but  thirty-seven 
cents,  which  was  his  cash  capit.al,  together  with  a 
team.  He  first  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  20,  Lime  Creek  Township,  which  he  soon 
sold,  and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Cedar  Township, 
which  he  held  for  a  time,  sold,  and  purchased  110 
acres  on  sections  32  and  33,  Lime  Creek  Township, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  has  sold  all  his  farm 
save  forty  acres,  which  is  well  improved.  Mr. 
Stump  is  an  intelligent  man,  one  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and  for  fifteen 
years  has  been  living  a  retired  life.  From  time  to 
time  he  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  local  offices,  including  those  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Supervisor  and  School  Director. 


^V- 
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1^  I^ILLIAM  COCHRAN,  farmer  and  stock- 
\jqJ//  raiser,  residing  on  section  25,  Franklin 
WW  Township,  first  became  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  in  185G.  He  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  4,  1824,  and  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Lyons)  Cochran,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Mercer  County,  Ky.  He 
was  married,  M.arch  4,  1852,  to  Elizabeth  Wallace, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Indiana.  They  have  one 
child,  Alonzo  W.,  living  in  Franklin  Township. 
He  was  married,  in  1876,  to  Cora  E.  McElroy,  and 
has  three  children — Minnie  A.,  William  J.  and 
Earl. 

On  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Cochran  settled 
near  Crawfordsville,  Crawford  Township,  where  he 
lived  one  year,  and  then  moved  to  South  English, 
where  he  engaged  in  milling  six  years.  He  then 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Washington  County,  set- 
tling on  his  present  farm  on  section  25,  Franklin 
Township.     All  the  improvements  made  upon  the 
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place  are  by  liiin.  In  addition  to  a  good,  comfort- 
able dwelling-house,  he  has  a  fine  barn  erected  at  a 
cost  of  S52,00(),  together  with  such  out-buildings  as 
are  necessarj'  in  conducting  a  general  farm.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cochran  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  politics,  he  is  a  liepublican,  and  has 
held  several  local  ollices.  including  that  of  Town- 
ship Assessor,  while  a  resident  of  Keokuk  County, 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  Cochran's  father 
died  Aug.  20,  1^74,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and 
his  mother  Aug.  IG,  l.SMO,aged  seventy-eight 3'ears. 
They  were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

For  a  period  of  thirt3'-one  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  time  spent  in  South  Knglish,  Mr.  Cochran 
has  been  a  resident  of  Washington  County,  and  lias 
been  going  iu  and  out  among  the  people.  His 
manner  of  life  is  well  knowp,  and  no  words  of  the 
biographer  will  add  to  the  just  merits  of  the  man. 
All  know  him  to  respect  him. 

^^ ^^ ^ 


^  HARLES  C0RF:TTE,  residing  on  section  35, 
(      ^  Cedar  Township,  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 


m 

^^^'  ingand  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  Hawk- 
eye,  born  in  Washington  County  in  1855,  and  is  a 
son  of  .losepii  and  Margaret  (Tonder)  Corette,  na- 
tives of  France,  who  settled  in  Washington  County 
in  1853.  For  a  number  of  j'ears  his  father  was 
engaged  in  the  grocer}-  trade  in  Washington,  in 
which  business  he  accumulated  a  fine  property.  Of 
his  famil}'  there  are  four  children  living:  Joseph, 
now  residing  in  (iriiniell,  Kan.,  engaged  iu  genei'al 
merchandising ;  Charles  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Edward  is  now  residing  in  Newton,  Kan.,  and  is 
Cashier  of  the  National  Bank  in  that  place;  Mary 
resides  with  her  mother  in  Washington.  The  father 
died  some  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  Iowa,  and  was  educated  in 
its  public  schools.  On  the  18th  of  April,  1878,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  N'incent, 
also  a  native  of  this  count}',  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Jane  (McCulley)  \'inccnt,  who  were  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Washington  County. 
While  cro!5sing  the  railroad  track  near  Kcota,  Iowa, 


in  October,  I87(),  both  were  killed  by  a  passing  lo- 
comotive. The  father  was  eight}'  years  old  and 
the  mother  sixty-seven.  They  were  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  well 
known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  county. 

.Soon  after  their  marri.age,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corette 
settled  in  West  Chester,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  two  years.  While  a  cit- 
izen of  Franklin  Township  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  served  two  3'ears,  resigning  his 
ollice  on  his  removal  from  the  township.  In  1884 
Mr.  Corette  settled  upon  his  present  farm,  which 
consists  of  100  jvcres  of  fine  land,  well  improved  in 
every  respect.  His  present  residence,  which  is  T 
shaped,  is  16x28,  and  16x30  feet.  It  was  erected 
in  188.5  at  a  cost  of  §1,600.  The  oilier  improve- 
ments on  the  place  arc  of  a  most  substantial  kind, 
including  a  good  barn  and  other  out-buildings. 
He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  farm- 
ers of  Cedar  Township,  and  is  highl}'  esteemed  b}' 
all  who  know  him. 

Politicall}',  Mr.  Corette  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
Prohibitionist  from  principle.  Alth(nigh  a  young 
man,  he  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-townsmen 
witii  the  election  to  several  of  the  township  offices, 
and  is  at  present  Chairman  of  the  School  Board. 
On  his  pl.ace  is  a  fish  pond  covering  about  half  an 
.acre  of  ground,  which  he  is  arranging  to  have  well 
stocked  with  carp.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corette  are 
members  of -the  First  United  Presbj'teriaii  Church, 
of  Washinjiton. 
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^f^"^'  E.   BROWX   is  engaged  in  general  farming 


and  stock-raising  on  section  31,Cl!i3'  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  M.ay  7,  1833,  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  antl  is  the  son  of  Thoma*  and  Nancy 
(Markley)  Brown,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Thej'  were  the  parents  of  sixteen 
children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living:  James,  a 
farmer;  .Sarah;  Joseph,  also  a  farmer;  Nancy,  who 
married  Mr.  Whitson,  a  farmer,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  All,  with  the  exception  of  our  subject, 
are  living  in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa.  The  family 
moved  from  Ohio  in  tlie  fall  of  1848,  and  settled 
on  a  farm    in    Keokuk   Count}',    Iowa,    where   the 
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father  entered  340  acres  and  then  purchased  100 
more.  To  each  of  his  three  sous  he  deeded  160 
acres  of  land,  and  also  100  acres  to  his  son-in-law, 
John  Roberts,  and  at  llie  time  of  his  death  had  one 
of  tiic  finest  farms  in  Keoknk  County.  He  died  in 
1855,  and  the  mother  in  1859.  She  was  a  member 
of  tlie  B;ipti,st  C'hurcli.  They  wore  kind  and  indid- 
gent  parents,  and  did  all  they  could  for  their  chil- 
dren. Thomas  Brown  was  a  man  of  great  energy, 
a  lover  of  home,  and  a  friend  of  education.  Me 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  received  liis  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  Jlarch  8,  1855,  to  Miss  Susannah 
Moffett,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  daugliter  of 
Robert  and  Aseuath  (Powell)  Moflett.  She  was 
born  Dec.  1,  1834.  Her  father  and  mother  were 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Immediately 
after  their  marriage  Mr.  Brown  commenced  farm- 
ing for  himself,  and  continued  in  that  occupation 
until  his  enlistment  in  1862,  in  the  40th  Iowa  In- 
fantry. He  was  with  the  regiment  during  its  en- 
tire service  and  was  always  ready  for  duty,  partici- 
pating in  every  engagement.  He  was  mustered  out 
at  Ft.  (iibson  and  discharged  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 
On  receiving  his  discharge,  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Keokuk  County  and  resumed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer.  He  there  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1880,  when  he  sold  105  acres  in  that 
county,  and  purchased  174  acres  in  Clay  Township, 
Washington  County.  He  now  owns  180  acres  in 
Washington  and  Keokuk  Counties. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  had  nine  children: 
The  first-born  died  in  infancy ;  E.  A.,  born  Aug. 
25,  1857,  married  Josephine  Nelson,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  and  now  resides  in  Jefferson  County, 
Iowa;  Marj-  E.,  born  Sept.  26,  1859,  is  the  wife  of 
F.  S.  McPherson,  a  farmer  in  Loup  County,  Neb.; 
Elzora,  Ijorn  April  12,  1863,  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Woodford,  a  farmer  in  Cla}'  Township;  Cora, 
born  Aug.  28,  1866;  Robert  E.,  Feb.  17,  1869; 
William  D.,  Aug  18,  1871  ;  Sylvia  J.,  Feb.  3,  1874; 
Emily  M.,  Nov.  23,  1876.  All  the  children  have 
had  good  school  advantages,-  the  three  eldest  be- 
ing well  settled  in  life,  the  others  j^et  remaining  at 
home.       While  Mr.  Brown  is  not  numbered  among   [ 

-^4* 


the  early  settlers  of  Washington  County,  he  yet 
was  a  pioneer  of  the  adjoining  county  of  Keokuk, 
and  is  well  and  favorably  known  to  many  of  the 
citizens  of  this  county,  especially  to  those  residing 
in  the  southwestern  part.  He  is  a  man  of  great 
energy  and  force  of  character,  one  on  whom  you 
can  rel}',  and  in  his  chosen  occupation  of  a  farmer 
has  been  quite  successful.  With  the  exception  of 
what  was  first  given  him  by  his  father,  that  which 
he  has  is  the  result  of  his  own  industry,  assisted  by 
her  who  has  been  truly  to  him  a  helpmeet. 
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lENJAMIN  F.  SHUMAN  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  28,  Dutch 
Creek  Township.  He  was  born  Oct.  8,  1834, 
^^^^  in  L.ancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Margaret  (Whisler)  Shu  man,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children:  Christian,  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  who  resides  in  Pennsj'lvania;  Andrew,  now 
editor  of  the  Chicago  Evening  Journal,  was  elected 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Illinois  in  1876,  on  the 
ticket  with  Shelby  M.  CuUom,  the  present  United 
States  .Senator  from  that  State,  and  is  now  residing 
in  Chicago;  Abraham  W.  resides  in  South  Evans- 
ton,  Cook  Co.,  Ill;  Will  F.  is  Principal  of  the  Kinzie 
Street  school,  Chicago.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
the  fourth  in  order  of  Ijirth,  was  seven  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  he  went  to  live  with  an 
uncle,  Andrew  Shuman,  remaining  with  him  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  and  then  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  miller's  trade,  serving  two  years.  In 
1855  he  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and 
worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm  for  one  year,  near 
Ainsworth,  and  then  worked  in  a  stone-quarry  two 
years. 

On  the  nth  of  November,  1858,  Mr.  Shuman 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Ilayden, 
a  daughter  of  Lot  and  Margaret  (Simpson)  Hayden, 
She  was  born  March  9,  1837,  in  Hamilton  County. 
Ohio.  The}' have  now  five  children:  William  H., 
born  .Sept.  18,  1859:  Levi  N.,  Nov.  25,  1865;  Ida 
M.,  Feb.  18.  1870;  Annie  A.,  M.ay  16,  1873,  and 
Rosella    A.,    July   3,    1879.     In   about    1861    Mr. 
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.Shuinan  purchased  eight  acres  of  land,  to  which  he 
has  since  added,  making  his  present  iiomestead  con- 
sist of  seventy  acres  of  tillable  land,  all  of  which  is 
highly  improved.  Mr.  .Shuman  has  held  several 
township  offices,  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor 
to  his  constituents.  Politically,  he  is  a  Green- 
backer.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  is 
also  a  member.  Mr.  Shuman  is  one  who  stands 
well  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-citizeus;  al- 
though a  plain  man,  he  j'et  is  well  posted  on  all 
matters  of  current  interest. 


yW.  COOK  resides  on  section  25,  Cedar 
Township,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington Count}'  since  October,  1859.  He 
is  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  born  Jan.  28, 
1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Thoui.as  and  Jane  (White) 
Cook,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
latter  of  Ireland.  When  our  subject  was  but  five 
years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Logan  County, 
Ohio,  where  a  farm  was  made  out  of  the  heavy 
timber,  and  where  the  father  died  in  1838,  at  the 
age  of  ihirtj'rSeven  years.  The  mother  survived 
him  for  many  years,  d3'ing  in  1882,  aged  eighty- 
two.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  ujion  a  farm 
in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  educated  in  the 
schools  such  as  were  common  in  that  earlj'  d.'iy. 
His  father  dying  when  he  was  but  ten  years  of 
age,  made  it  necessary  for  him  in  his  youth  to 
learn  what  it  was  to  do  hard  work.  He  helped  to 
clear  the  farm  out  of  the  heav^'  timber,  and  at  all 
times  did  his  share  of  farm  labor.  He  was  married, 
Jan.  2, 1851,  to  Jane  G.  Reed,  a  native  of  Pennsj'l- 
vania,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Reed.  By  that 
union  there  were  eleven  children,  five  of  wlioni  are 
living:  Thom.as  L.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Robert  W.  is  now  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  West  Chester,  Iowa;  John  R.  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Ella  P.  resides  at  home;  Clara  Jane 
and  Bessie  Agnes  died  at  the  age  of  two  3-ears; 
William  Howard,  James  Elmer  and  Frank  Knox 
are  at  home.     Two  died  in  infancy.     Mrs.  Cook 
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died  Jan.  3,  1875,  at  the  age  of  forty -five.  Mr. 
Cook's  second  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Fnlt(ni,a  daugh- 
terof  James  Fulton,  and  a  native  of  Butler  County, 
Pa.     They  were  wedded  in  1879. 

In  the  fall  of  1802  Mr.  Cook  enlisted  in  Co.  A, 
25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  as  a  private,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  ne.arlj'  all  the 
battles  and  campaigns  of  his  regiment,  including 
the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to 
the  sea.  After  participating  in  the  gr.ind  review 
at  Washington,  he  was  mustered  out  in  that  city 
on  the  Gtli  of  June,  18G5.  Mr.  Cook  h.as  been  a 
resident  of  Washington  County,  Iowa,  a  little  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Like  hundreds  of 
others,  he  came  to  this  county  comparatively  poor, 
but  bj-  strict  attention  to  his  business,  coupled 
with  never-failing  honest}',  he  has  acquired  a  fine 
property,  his  farm  now  consisting  of  160  acres,  all 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  the 
improvements  on  the  place  being  of  the  better 
class.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbj'terian  Church,  and  [xilitically,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 

EV.  JAMES  ROBERT  LOGUE,  pastor  of 
the  Second  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
JA,  \\\  Washington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Norlhfield, 
v^Summit  Co.,  Ohio,  born  April  7,  1856,  and 
is  the  son  of  Rev.  James  W.  and  Mary  J.  (Cooper) 
Logue.  James  W.  Logue  was  born  July  17.  1812, 
in  York  County,  Fa.,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Jeannette  (Gibson)  Logue.  His  grandfather,  James 
Logue,  W.1S  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to 
America  prior  to  the  war  of  tiie  Revolution,  in 
which  he  was  a  participant,  serving  through  the 
entire  struggle.  He  married  Ann  Zabby,  and  by 
her  had  two  children,  James  and  Ann.  Jeannette 
Gibson  was  a  daughter  of  James  Gibson,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  but  who  married  after  his  arrival  in 
this  country,  and  had  twelve  children.  To  James 
and  Jeannette  Logue  were  l)orn  quite  a  numerous 
famil}',  but  four  tif  the  number,  however,  growing 
to  maturity — Ann,  John,  Elizabeth  J.  and  James  W. 
James  W.  Logue  remained  under  the  guardian- 
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ship  of  his  parents  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when 
he  entered  Jefferson  College,  thence  went  to  Union 
College,  New  York,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
honor.  He  then  entered  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Cannonsbnrg,  Fa.,  where  he  remained  four  years, 
and  began  his  ministerial  labors  in  1841.  On 
the  Gth  of  .huie.  1843,  he  formed  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Cooper,  who  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec.  3,  1820,  and 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (Campbell)  Cooper. 
Her  father  was  born  in  County  Derrj',  Ireland,  and 
Jane,  his  wife,  was  a  native  of  Carlisle,  Pa.  To 
them  were  boi'ii  twelve  children,  Mrs.  Logue  being 
the  eleventh. 

Immediately  after  the  marriage  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Logue,  they  moved  West,  locating  in  Northfield, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
United  Presbj'teriau  Church,  and  administered  to 
the  spiritual  interests  of  his  charge  until  October, 
1883.  Through  his  instrumentality  many  have 
been  called  from  darkness  to  the  marvelous  light. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logue  have  been  bcrn  Ave  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  living:  Jennie  C.  Logue, 
a  graduate  of  Oxford  Female  Seminary,  is  now 
Lady  Principal  of  MonmouthlCollege,  where  she 
has  been  since  1875.  She  commenced  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  since 
which  time  she  has  been  actively  engaged,  and 
ranks  among  the  best  teachers  in  the  West.  Joseph 
T.  is  an  attorncy-at-law  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  James 
R.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Nettie  G.  was  the 
wife  of  J.  C.  Alexander,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1874, 
aged  twenty-two;  J.  Gibson  died  Jan.  17,  1849, 
aged  two  j'ears. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  North- 
field,  Ohio,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  that 
place  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered 
Oberlin  College,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained until  in  his  senior  year,  and  then  attended 
Monmouth  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1877.  After  graduating  he  spent  three  years  in 
teaching  at  Biggsville  and  Oquawka,  111.  He  then 
entered  the  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary,  where 
he  pursued  a  three  years'  course,  graduating  in 
April,  l,s,S3.  Ill  July,  1883,  he  came  to  Washing- 
I  I  ington,  Iowa,  to  labor  for  the  Second  United  Pres- 
h  '  byterian  Church  of  that  city.     In  September,  1883, 


he  w.as  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church,  which 
position  he  has  since  continued  to  fill.  Mr.  Logue 
is  a  young  man  of  fine  abilities,  of  pleasing  address, 
a  fluent  speaker,  and  one  having  the  cause  of  his 
Master  at  heart.  Under  his  charge  the  church  has 
greatly  prospered. 
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R.  J.  C.  BOICE,  physician  and  surgeon,  at 
Ainsworth,  is  a  native  of  Carroll  County, 
Ohio,  born  Sept.  12, 1846,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Martha  (McAllister)  Boice, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  former  is  still  living  in 
Columbiana  Countj',  Ohio,  while  the  latter  is  de- 
ceased. The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  county,  and  when  but  fifteen 
years  of  age,  in  18(33,  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  98th  Ohio 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  six  months.  He  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability  caused  by  being 
overheated.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  again  enlisted, 
in  Co.  M,  6th  Ohio  Vet.  Cav.,  and  served  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  many  of  the  battles 
from  1863  till  the  war  was  closed,  including  Tea- 
villian  Station,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Gravels'  Run, 
Hatches'  Run,  Petersburg,  and  many  other  engage- 
ments of  less  note.  He  was  discharged  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  July  10,  1865. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  were 
those  of  the  common  school.  In  1867,  he  com- 
menced reading  medicine  with  Dr.  Nelson,  of 
Mechanicstown,  and  then  attended  medical  lectures 
at  Keokuk  Medical  College,  in  1872  and  1873.  In 
the  following  winter  he  commenced  practicing 
medicine  in  Boone  County,  Jowa,  in  connection 
with  Dr.  Lewis,  and  remained  there  one  year,  then 
came  to  Ainsworth,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  reside,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  was  married  in  Boone  County,  Iowa,  in  1870,  to 
Mary  E.  Crawford,  born  in  Crawfordsville,  Iowa,  in 
October,  1848,  and  daughter  of  W.  P.  and  Martha 
Crawford,  who  were  pioneers  of  this  county.  They 
have  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing— Clyde  A.,  Harry  J.  and  M.  Myrtle.  The  de- 
ceased were  AVillie  and  B.  Floyd. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Boice  are  members  of  the  United 
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Presbyterian  Cburcli.  In  polities  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. In  educatit)nal  matters  he  has  alvvaj's  taken  a 
decided  interest,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Hoard,  lie  is  at  present  Coroner  of  Wash- 
ington Count}'.  .Mrs.  Boice  is  a  faithful  worker  in 
the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  an  organization  which  is  doing 
more  for  temperance  than  any  other  that  has  ever 


existed. 
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JOHN  STONE  is  a  retired  farmer,  now  resid- 
ing in  Muscatine,  who  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  large  farmers,  stock-raisers  and 
dealers  in  Oregon  Township,  Washington 
Co.,  Iowa.  He  is  a  native  of  Dearborn  County, 
Ind.,  born  in  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon  and 
Eleanor  (Geanse)  Stone,  both  of  whom  were  of 
German  descent,  and  who  settled  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  in  1818,  and  were  among  the  pioneers 
of  that  county;  hence  tliej' endured  many  of  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  life,  such  as  were  com- 
mon to  the  settlers  of  a  new  country.  The  former 
died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  fiftj'-two  and  the  latter 
in  185^,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  and  there  .assisted  his  father 
in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  and  later  engaged  in 
farming  for  himself.  He  was  married  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  in  1845,  to  Miss  Sarah  Stewart,  a 
daughter  of  Archibald  and  Sarah  (Robinson) 
Stewart,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. She  was  born  in  Penns^ivauia  in  1822. 
They  are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living;  Ethan  A.,  a  conductor  on  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad,  married  ^liss  Anna  McVicker;  A. 
K.  is  a  conductor  on  the  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. ;  S.  W. 
is  head  clerk  for  the  United  States  Mail  train  on  the 
Fast  Line  from  Chicago  to  Burlington;  W.  S.  is  an 
engineer  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  and  Samuel 
is  at  home. 

In  1858  Mr.  Stone  came  with  his  family  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  on  section 
18,  Oregon  Township,  where  he  purchased  210 
acres  of  wild  land,  to  whitli  he  added  by  subsequent 
purchase,  until  at  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  400 
acres  of  fine  farm  land,  all  of  which  he  brought 
-^* 


under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  On  this  farm  he 
continued  to  reside  until  March,  1SS5.  when  he 
rented  the  same. and  moved  to  the  city  of  Musca- 
tine, where  he  is  now  living  a  retired  life.  Mr. 
Stone  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  habits,  and  the 
fine  property  which  he  enjoys  is  the  result  of  his 
own  labors,~assisted  by  his  good  wife.  Starting  in 
life  poor,  that  which  he  now  possesses  is  proof  of 
what  good  habits  and  industry  can  bring  about. 

While  economical  in  matters  pertaining  to  self, 
Mr.  Stone  has  ever  been  a  friend  to  the  poor,  con- 
tributing liberally  of  his  means  in  aid  of  every 
worthy  person  and  charitable  enterprise.  In  every 
benevolent,  moral  and  religious  enterprise  he  has 
been  in  the  front.  The  esteem  in  which  he  has  been 
held  by  his  friend?  and  neighbors  is  shown  by  his 
fre<iucntly  being  called  upon  to  .adjust  differences 
that  may  have  arisen.  He  has  often  been  called 
upon  to  act  as  administrator  of  the  estates  of 
deceased  friends;  in  fact,  he  has  been  a  common 
counselor  among  the  neighbors.  He  is  a  man  of 
great  enterprise  and  energy,  and  it  is  the  common 
saying  that  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  Al- 
though a  man  of  large  means,  he  does  not  use 
it  for  self  alone,  but  for  the  good  of  others.  The 
w()rld  is  always  the  better  that  such  men  as  John 
Stone  may  have  lived.  He  and  his  wife  are  re- 
spected members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  in  all  Church  work  thcj'  are  ever  ready^  to 
assist.  In  their  lives  they  exemplify'  the  teachings 
of  the  Savior  of  men. 


ON.  B.  F.  BROWN  resides  upon  section  26, 
Cedar  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  born  M.ay  ;i,  1 833,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  R.achel  (Hood)  Brown, 
the  former  a  native  of  Brooks  County,  W.  Va., 
and  the  latter  of  Baltimore  County,  Md.  When 
twelve  3'ears  of  age,  the  family  moved  to  Brooks 
County,  W.  Va.,  where  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood, received  the  rudiments  of  an  English  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  an<l  then  entered  Beth- 
any College,  which  was  founded  by  Alexander 
Campbell,  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  of  which 
•► 
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Mr.  Campbell  was  then  Presiilent.  Mr.  Brown  con- 
tinued in  this  college  three  years,  taking  the  scien- 
tific course,  and  graduating  therefrom  in  1S57. 
After  graduating  he  returne<l  to  his  father's  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  I.S08,  .and  then  came  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa.  Here  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school,  and  remained  fourteen  months. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Brown  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Miss  Sarah  Kini;ade,  a  native  of  Union 
County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Eleazer  Kinkade,  a 
native  of  Brooks  County,  W.  Va.  They  were 
married  on  the  21st  of  August,  ISfiO,  by  Rev.  Will- 
iam Vanatta,  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
By  this  union  there  are  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  Charles  R.  w.as  born  in  Brooks  Count}', 
W.  Va.,  Oct.  1,  1862.  After  attending  the  district 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  he  entered  the  acad- 
emy at  Washington,  Iowa,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  1S80.  The  following  year^  he 
entered  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1883.  He  then  read  law 
one  year  in  Davenport,  with  Davison  &  Lane,  of 
that  city,  and  then  went  to  Des  Moines,  where  he' 
worked  as  a  stenographer  in  tlie  Hawke3'e  insurance 
office.  Having  been  converted,  and  believing  tiiat 
he  was  called  upon  to  preach  the  Word,  he  entered 
the  Tlieological  Seminary  of  the  Methodist  E[)isco- 
pal  Church,  at  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  is  still  a 
student,  spending  his  vacations  as  a  minister  in 
charge  of  a  cong'-egation  at  Plympton,  seven  miles 
from  Plymouth  Rock.  He  is  a  young  man  of  ex- 
cellent promise,  and  intends  taking  a  thorough 
theological  course.  Ella  M.,  born  June  25,  1871, 
resides  at  home. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Brown,  with 
his  young  bride,  went  back  to  West  Virginia,  wliere 
he  remained,  engaged  in  farming  till  1873,  when  he 
again  returned  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and 
located  in  Jaclcson  Township,  where  he  l)ougiit  180 
acres  of  laud,  and  there  lived  three  years,  when  he 
sold  the  same  and  bought  200  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 2C,  Cedar  Township,  where  he  now  resides,  hav- 
ing one  of  the  finest  and  best  improved  farms  in  the 
county.  His  dwelling-house  and  barn  were  erected 
at  a  cost  of  over  $4,000.  In  the  fall  of  187'J,  Mr. 
Brown  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Fifteenth 
General   Assembly  of  Iowa,  and   served   one  terra 
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with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents.  He 
was  elected  on  the  anti-monopoly  ticket. 

In  addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  ISrown  is 
engaged  somewhat  extensively  in  stock-raising. 
He  is  a  practical  farmer  and  in  that  work  has  been 
quite  sucoGSsfnl.  As  already'  stated,  liis  farm  is  one 
of  tlie  best  in  Washington  County,  tiic  improve- 
ments all  being  of  the  better  class.  A  full-page 
lithograi)hic  view  of  the  jilace  is  shown  on  an  ac- 
companying page.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  thorough  busi- 
ness man,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Washington  County  Savings  Bank,  and  has  been 
one  of  its  Directors  since  its  organization.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcii,  of 
which  body  liis  wife  is  also  a  memlier.  In  the  work 
of  the  Ciiurch  both  take  special  interest,  and  do  all 
in  their  power  to  advance  the  cause.  PollLicall}', 
Mjr.  Bi'pwii  is  a  Repuldican.  He  is  a  man  well  in- 
formed, qn. all  subjects  of  general  interest,  and  is 
able  to  express  himself  in  a  forcible  manner.  As 
a  citizen,  no  man  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of 
the  people. 

Joseph  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  also 
came  to  Wasliington  County,  Iowa,  in  1873,  and 
settled  in  Marion  Township,  where  he  lived  till  his 
death,  in  1882.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  had  been  for  over  fifty 
years.  Few  men  were  more  highly  respected  or 
h.ad  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  a  greater  degree. 
Shortl}^  after  coming  to  the  county,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  Marion  Township,  and  served  two 
terms. 

eOL.  AVILLIAM  B.  BELL,  of  Washington, 
Iowa,  is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of 
the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  born  in  1832.  His  father,  William 
Bell,  was  a  nfitive  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  an  early 
day  emigrated  to  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  one  of  tlie  pioneers,  and  where  he  improved 
a  farm  in  the  heavy  limber.  He  there  married 
Mary  Culbertson,  a  native  of  Fxlinl)urgh,  Scotland, 
who  came  with  her  parents  to  this  country  when 
quite  young,  the  family  settling  in  Richland  Coun- 


'i 


t 


.t 


264 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


i' 


ty,  Ohio.  After  thi'ir  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bell  settled  in  iMuskiii-'iiin  Couiitv.  Ohio,  where 
eighteen  children  were  born  to  them,  eight  .sons 
and  ten  daughters.  Eleven  of  this  number  are  now 
living.  Roth  parents  died  in  Ohit)  many  years 
ago.  They  wore  members  of  the  Associate  Pres- 
byterian C'hureh,  and  in  liie  coninuinity  where  they 
resided  were  well  and  favorably  known,  being  hon- 
est and  uijright  in  all  their  dealings. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  there  remained  until  he  was  seventeen 
3'ears  old,  when  he  was  a|)|irenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  serving  three  years,  and  re- 
ceiving §30  per  jear,  together  with  his  washing 
and  mending,  in  addition  to  which  he  was  allowed 
two  weeks  each  season  to  work  in  the  harvest  field. 
On  completing  his  three  years'  service  as  an  ap- 
prentice, he  visited  various  parts  of  the  State  in 
search  of  a  location,  but  returned  to  his  old  home 
and  continued  working  at  his  trade  until  the  fall  of 
1854,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  landing  at  Muscatine 
on  the  2;)d  of  Novendier.  In  the  s[)ring  of  1<S.5.5 
he  commenced  business  fm-  liiuisuif  in  that  city, 
and  was  principally  engaged  in  repairing  the  coaches 
of  the  Western  Stage  Coinpau}'.  This  was  quite  a 
profitable  venture.  In  September,  1850!,  he  came 
to  Washington,  Iowa,  and  embarked  in  business  on 
the  West  Side,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Childs,  under  the  firm  name  of  Childs  &  Bell. 
The  business  was  that  of  wagon  and  carriage  man- 
ufacturing, together  with  general  blacksmithing. 
In  the  spring  of  IfJGl,  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, Mr.  BcU  then  erecting  a  portion  of  the  Bell 
Carriage  Factory. 

The  war  for  the  Union  svas  now  in  progress,  men 
were  needed  for  service  in  the  field,  and  in  re- 
sponse to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  300,000 
men,  Mr.  Bell  enlisted,  and  was  unaniniousi}' 
cliosen  Captain  of  Co.  C,  H\\  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  a 
coni|)any  composed  of  citizens  of  Washington  Coun- 
t\'.  Previous  to  this  he  ha<l  been  commissioned 
Captain  of  another  company,  but  declined  to  serve. 
On  the  organization  of  the  nth  Infantry  he  was 
offered  a  Lieutenant  Colonelship,  Imt  declined  the 
commission,  preferring  to  remain  with  his  com- 
|ian3',  which  had  shown  its  regard  for  him  i)y  elect- 
ing  him   unanimousl}'  as  Captain.     The  regiment 
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rendezvoused  at  Camp  McClellan,  Davenport,  from 
which  place  in  .September,  IXUl,  it  was  sent  to  Ben- 
ton Barracks,  and  there  equipped  for  the  field. 
It  was  then  sent  to  Jeflfer.son  City  and  placed  under 
command  of  Col.  Steele,  where  a  force  was  being 
organized  under  Gen.  Fremont  to  march  against 
Price.  In  the  campaign  which  followed,  the  8th 
Regiment  actively  participated.  After  chasing 
Price  through  Missouri  and  inli)  Arkansas,  it  re- 
turned and  went  into  winter  quarters  at  .Sedalia. 

In  .March,  1802,  the  regiment  was  .sent  to  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  and  in  the  battle  of  Sliiloh,  which 
occurred  a  few  days  after,  took  an  active  i)art,  be- 
ing in  the  center  of  what  was  known  as  the  '•  Hor- 
net's Nest,"  where  -'4^  men  were  killed  and 
wounded.  Capt.  Bell  was  there  taken  prisoner, 
together  with  his  whole  company,  as  were  also  3,500 
others,  including  Gen.  Prentiss.  The  day  after 
their  capture  they  were  sent  to  .Memphis,  and 
thence  to  Mobile.  It  was  next  moved  to  Selma, 
and  from  there  to  Talladega,  where  they  were  kept 
two  weeks,  and  then  returned  to  .Selma,  remaining 
two  and  a  half  months.  From  Selma  the}'  were 
sent  to  Montgo!ner_v  and  i)laced  in  a  rail  pen,  and 
from  there  to  Atlanta,  where  they  were  quartered 
in  the  court-house  for  two  weeks;  from  there  they 
were  sent  to  Madison,  Ga.,  and  quartered  in  an 
old  cotton  factory  for  three  months,  then  removed 
to  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  kept  temporarily  in  jail, 
from  which  place  they  were  sent  to  Libby  Prison. 
After  being  in  Libby  about  two  weeks,  they  were 
paroled  and  formally'  exchanged  at  Aikin's  Land- 
ing, from  which  place  they  were  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  where  Capt.  Bell  and  others  received  a 
leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days,  during  which  time 
he  visited  his  family  at  home.  In  the  fall  of  1862 
the  regiment  was  sent  to  Missouri  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  UoUa,  and  from  there  returned  to  Benton 
Barracks,  where,  in  December,  it  was  re-organized. 
The  following  spring  it  joined  Grant's  forces  at 
Vicksburg,  thence  crossed  the  Mississippi,  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  first  assault  on  Jackson,  and 
then  returning,  went  into  ritle-pits  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg  for  thirty  days,  and  in  the  assault  of 
May  21  lost  heavily. 

After  the  capture  of  Vicksburg,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1863,  the  regiment  took  part   in   the  second 
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battle  of  Jackson,  from  which  place  it  went  to 
Brandon,  MitiS.,  where  it  was  engaged  in  a  sharp 
fight.  At  Black  River  the  regiment  went  into 
camp,  and  there,  July  28.  18G3,  Capt.  Bell  was 
mustered  in  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  regiment. 
From  this  time  on  till  the  close  of  the  war  he  had 
command  of  the  regiment.  During  the  fall  of 
18C3,  it  was  on  a  raid  through  Mississippi,  and  in 
the  winter  following  veteranized.  Those  re-enlist- 
ing returned  home  on  a  veteran  furlough.  Return- 
ing at  the  expiration  of  his  furlough.  Col.  Bell 
rejoined  his  regiment  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  April, 
1864.  While  there.  Forest  made  a  raid  upon  the 
city,  and  was  driven  back  by  the  8th  Infantry,  .as- 
sisted by  others.  The  citizens  of  Memphis  for  this 
service  raised  Col.  Ijell  §1,000  to  pay  for  a  horse, 
and  $25  for  shoulder  straps,  and  also  presented  the 
regiment  with  a  flag,  which  is  now  in  the  archives 
of  the  State. 

From  Memphis  the  regiment  w.as  sent  to  New 
Orleans,  thence  to  Mobile,  and  from  March  27  to 
April  8,  1  8G.5,  was  several  times  engaged  in  the  as- 
saults on  Spanish  Fort,  and  for  its  bravery  and 
pluck  in  tlie  tinal  assault,  the  regiment  was  per- 
mitted to  inscribe  on  its  banner  "  First  at  S|)auisli 
.Fort."  The  regiment  made  the  final  charge  and 
were  the  only  ones  that  engaged  the  enemj-  inside 
the  fort.  After  the  capture  of  Spanish  Fort  and 
Ft.  Blakesly,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  where  Col.  Bell  Was  assigned  to  provost  guard - 
duty,  where  he  remained  until  June  24,  18(1."),  when 
he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Returning  to 
his  home  in  Washington,  Col.  Bell  fell  sick,  and 
for  three  months  was  unable  to  do  any  business. 
He  then  returned  to  his  old  business  and  built  up 
a  splendid  trade  in  wagon  and  carriage  manufact- 
ure. In  this  business  he  continued  until  18S2,and 
met  with  good  success.  In  1878  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Washington,  by  President  Hayes, 
from  which  position  he  was  retired  by  President 
Cleveland  in  1886. 

Col.  Bell  was  married  in  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  Oct.  2.5,  185a,  to  Miss  Nira  C.  McDonald,  a 
daughter  of  William  McDonald.  By  this  union 
there  were  born  four  children :  Emma  B.  mai'ried 
William  A.  Wilson,  and  died  March  11,  1882; 
George  W.  is  now  residing  in  Kansas  City,   and 
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Harry  and  Cora  are  at  home.  For  several  years, 
and  until  the  summer  of  1887,  Harry  w.as  Deputy 
Postmaster  at  Washington.  Col.  and  Mrs.  Bell 
are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Washington. 

In  every  position  where  he  has  been  placed  Col. 
Bell  has  served  in  an  honorable  manner;  whether  in 
the  shop  as  the  employer  of  men,  in  the  field  as 
commander  of  the  volunteer  soldiers  of  the  w.ar,  or 
as  an  official,  he  has  served  in  a  creditable  manner, 
■and  in  every  position  has  made  true  and  life-long 
friends.  The  cause  of  all  this  is  because  he  has 
been  true  to  others.  For  almost  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury he  h.as  been  a  citizen  of  W.ashiugton.  In  all 
that  time  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  with  the 
people,  and  to-day  has  probably  as  few  enemies 
and  as  many  friends  as  any  citizen  of  Washington 
County. 


"\f}  A.  CARSON  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  section  12,  Oregon  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Fast  Tennessee,  and  was 
born  M.ay  16,  1841.  His  parents  were  Alex- 
ander and  Jane  (Weir)  Carson,  who  came  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  in  1856,  the  former  dying 
the  spring  of  their  arrival,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
years;  the  latter  survived  him  until  1875,  dying  at 
the  age  of  sevent3'-five  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  came  to  this  county  in  company  with  his  par- 
ents. In  1855  he  settled  on  his  present  farm,  which 
he  owns  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Andrew. 
In  1878  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Ilancher,  the 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Catherine  Hancher,  the 
former  a  native  of  Winchester,  Va.,  and  of  English 
descent,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Harrison  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  of  German  descent.  They  now  re- 
side in  Louisa  County,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Carson  was 
born  in  Harri-sou  County,  Ohio,  April  9,  1844. 
One  child  was  born  unto  them,  Robert  S.,  who  is 
now  deceased. 

When  Mr.  Carson  came  to  Washington   County 
he    was  but  fifteen  years  of  age.     His  father  soon 
afterward  dying,  left  him  and  his  brothci-  to   care    ^ 
for    their  widowed   mother.     As  dutiful  sous  they    T 
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went  cheerfully  to  work,  and  before  many  years 
had  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Orcifon  Tcwiisliip. 
The  farm  consists  of  200  acres  of  wild  land,  all  of 
whici)  is  ucU  improvod  and  under  a  high  state  of 
cnltivatiun.  When  tlii'V  sottlod  upon  their  farm 
the  eountrj-  for  miles  around  was  still  in  a  wild 
state,  few  persons  having  tiie  courage  to  settle  upon 
the  prairie.  Now  all  is  changed,  there  being  lujt 
an  acre  of  land  but  what  is  under  fence,  anil  in  tiie 
great  change  that  lias  been  made  our  subject  lias 
borne  his  i)art.  lie  lias  lived  to  see  tiie  country 
well  settled  in  every  part,  and  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington Count}'  as  prosperous  as  those  of  any  other 
county  in  the  State.  Mrs.  Carson  has  been  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  thirty-one  years. 

ON  JOHN   F.   McIUNKIN,   deceased,   was 
at  one  time  one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
of    Washington    Countj',    Iowa.       He    was 
'm/\     born  in  Washington  Count}',  Pa.,  on  the  23d 
of  September,  1X30.      His  parents   were  John  and 
Catherine  (Snyder)  McJnnkin,    the  /ormer  a    na- 
tive of  Ireland  and  tiie    latter    of   German    origin. 
His  father  came  from  Ireland  in   his  infancy,    with 
his  parents,  and  settled    in    Kastern    Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  brought  up  to  agricultural    pursuits, 
and  in  1835  removed  with  his  family    to   Richland 
County,  Ohio,   where    he    opened    a    farm    in    the 
woods  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

John  F.  w.as  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  all  living  to  maturity.  He  was  raised 
like  the  generality  of  farmer  boys  at  that  day,  at- 
tending the  k)g  school-house  a  few  weeks  in  winter, 
and  working  on  the  farm  in  summer.  He  was  a 
bright,  ambitious  youth,  fond  of  books  and  stud}', 
and  early  resolved  to  obtain  an  education  if  within 
his  power.  In  tlie  winter  of  1.S.51  he  taught  a  term 
of  common  school  at  ^12  per  month,  and  boarded 
around  with  his  pupils.  With  the  money  earned  in 
this  way  he  defrayed  the  expenses  of  five  months' 
tuition  at  Hayesville  Academy,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio. 
During  the  following  winter  he  taught  again  at  the 
'Y    rate  of  •i' 10   per   month,    and    spent    tlie    following 


summer  at  Martinsburg  Academy,  Knox  Co.,  Ohio. 

The  next  winter  he  taught  the  granimer  school  at 
Bucyrus,  Ohio,  and  spent  the  following  summer 
again  at  Martinsburg.  The  winter  following  he 
taught  a  puiilic  school  in  Martinsburg,  and  studied 
Latin  witli  a  class  in  the  academy,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  Dr.  Hcrvcy. 

Our  subject  continued  in  tliis  way  until  1H.')(J, 
teaching  public  schools  in  winter,  and  attending 
the  academy  in  suniracr.  In  the  fall  of  1 8.5 G  the 
Chair  of  Mathematics  in  the  academy  unexpectedly 
became  vacant,  and  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy, and  for  six  months  taught  a  class  of  seventy- 
five  students  in  algebra  and  higher  mathematics. 
In  the  spring  of  18.o7  he  returned  to  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  and  commenced  the  study  of  law,  re- 
ceiving some  books  and  also  some  information  from 
the  Hon.  William  Johnson,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
The  winter  of  1857-.58  he  spent  in  the  Martinsburg 
Academy,  partly  as  student  and  partly  as  te.icher. 
This  ended  his  academic  studies,  and  in  the  sum- 
mer of  18.58  he  entered  as  a  student  the  law  oflice 
of  R.  C.  Ilurd,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  August  of  the  same  year. 

In  the  winter  of  18,58-59  Mr.  McJunkin  re- 
moved to  Washington,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  un- 
til his  death,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  soon  took  a  leading  position  in  his 
western  home,  ami  had  abundance  of  patronage 
from  the  outset.  In  18(53  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent h's  county  in  the  State  Legislature  and  served 
in  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  General  Assemblies,  be- 
ing the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tional Amendments,  and  of  the  Committee  on  Cor- 
porations and  Elections,  and  serving  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Federal  Relations.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  active  and  useful  members  of  that  body.  At 
the  close  of  the  Eleventh  General  Assembly,  his  leg- 
islative services  terminated,  he  refusing  again  to  be 
a  can<lidate,  to  the  disaiipointment  of  his  constitu- 
ents. In  18G8  Mr.  Mc.liiiikin  w.as  temlered  the 
nomination  for  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  l)ut  declined.  In  I  S7()  he  was  ntmii- 
iiated  by  the  State  Ht'iiublican  Convention  for  the 
position  of  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  to  wliich 
he  was  elected  in  the  auluniii  of  the  same  year,  by 
a  majority  of  U0,000  votes.       For  many   years    he 
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held  the  position  of  attorney  for  the  Chicago, 
Roclv  Island  &  Pacific  Uaih-oad  at  Washington. 
He  was  also  the  first  attorney  for  the  old  Missis- 
sippi &  Missouri  Railroad  Co. 

Mr.  McJunkin  was  married,  on  the  ■2r)th  of  May, 
1864,  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane,  the  daughter  of  James 
M.  BoUand,  of  Martinsburg,  Ohio,  a  ladj'  of  fine 
tastes  and  domestic  habits,  whose  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  making  her  home  happy  and  attractive. 
They  have  three  children  living — Sarah,  John 
Howard  and  Marj' — all  being  trained  for  lives  of 
honor  and  usefulness.  Mr.  McJunkin  died  Jan.  1, 
1883,  and  the  death  of  no  man  in  Washington 
County  was  ever  more  sincerely  regretted. 


5-*-^- 


ILLIAM  M.  SHERWOOD,  farmer,  was 
A\/:\///  I'W"  '»  Kt)ss  County,  Ohio,  May  11,  1824, 
and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Braden) 
Sherwood.  Joseph  and  his  wife  were  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  and  emigrated  to  Ohio  about 
1813.  He  owned  land  in  Nortl^ern  Ohio,  but  after 
living  several  years  in  Washington  and  Logan  Coun- 
ties, emigrated  in  1837  to  Buchanan  County,  Mo., 
being  one  of  the  first  families  to  go  there.  They 
moved  into  the  "Platte  Purchase,"  where  Indians 
were  plentiful,  and  for  many  months,  as  our  sub- 
ject expresses  it,  they  lived  on  "hog  and  hominy." 
Five  children  were  born  in  Ohio,  who  afterward 
resided  in  Missouri:  John  B.,  who  wedded  Polly 
Ray;  Samuel,  the  husband  of  Eliza  Rice;  Lettie, 
the  wife  of  John  Elstis;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Johnston,  and  our  subject. 

The  parents  remained  during  their  lifetime  in 
Missouri,  the  wife  dying  in  18.54,  and  her  husband 
being  killed  Ijy  Quantrell's  guerrillas  during  the 
great  raid  in  1802.  Joseph  Sherwood  was  an 
avowed  Abolitionist,  and  was  both  zealous  and  bold 
in  expressing  his  sentiments.  After  C^uantrell  had 
taken  his  stock  and  everything  of  value,  he  then 
deliberately  shot  to  death  that  aged  man,  then  in 
his  eighty-seventh  year.  At  the  same  time  an  aunt 
of  our  subject,  Letty  Braden,  who  for  years  had 
(  been  an  invalid,  was  dragged  from  her  bed  and 
killed  by  the   same   marauders,  and   her  body  was 
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found  upon  the  floor,  the  miscreants  having  even 
taken  the  bedding  upon  which  iier  emaciated  form 
had  lain. 

In  18G0  William  Sherwood  went  to  Des  Moines 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming.  When  the  cry 
"to  arms"  was  sounded,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to 
enlist  in  Co.  K,  14th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  in  all  the 
bloody  engagements  participated  in  by  his  regiment 
he  was  found  at  the  front.  The  thunder  of  the 
guns  at  Fts.  Henry  and  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
and  at  Island  No.  10,  made  the  hot  blood  of  our 
brave  soldier  boil  with  enthusiasm,  apd  where  bul- 
lets flew  fast  and  thickest  at  the  siege  of  Vicksbnrg 
he  stood  in  the  front.  He  seemed  to  lead  a  charmed 
life ;  his  comrades  fell  about  him,  but  he  was  spared 
to  see  the  victory  of  the  Union  soldiers,  which  for- 
ever settled  the  issues  for  which  thej^  fought  and 
fell.  His  eldest  brother,  John  Sherwood,  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  three  years  and  three  months 
under  Gen.  Price,  and  in  the  same  bloody  conflict 
did  the  brothers  wage  merciless  war  against  each 
other.  Both  escaped  unharmed.  .Samuel  was  also 
a  Union  soldier,  and  after  fighting  valiantly  for  the 
preservation  of  tiie  Union,  was  assassinated  by  a 
squad  of  bushwhackers  while  standing  in  his  own 
door.  Thus  were  men  treated  during  the  dark  and 
bloody  days  of  the  war  f(jr  daring  to  speak  their 
sentiments. 

Since  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Sherwood 
has  never  regained  his  usual  good  health.  Expo- 
sure brought  with  it  disease,  which  yet  manifests 
itself,  leaving  him  the  wreck  of  a  once  perfect  typ- 
ical manhood.  In  1865,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine, daughter  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Gray,  of  Des 
Moines,  was  celebrated.  Samuel  Gray,  her  hus- 
band, was  during  his  life  a  farmer,  and  the  father 
of  Catherine;  Martha,  who  wedded  William  Ran- 
kin; Sarah,  the  wife  of  Newton  Ray;  William  B., 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  same  company  with  our 
subject,  and  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Lompock, 
Cal.  He  was  for  fifteen  months  in  a  rebel  prison 
at  Camp  Tj'ler,  Tex. 

The  vocation  of  William  Sherwood  was  always  a 
farmer.  Onl}'  three  years  ago  he  became  a  resident 
of  this  county,  but  nevertheless,  he  is  a  most  wel- 
come one.  He  is  honored  not  only  as  a  man,  but 
as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman  of  whom   none  speak 
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excci)tiii  praise.  Their  c-liiklreii  are  six  in  mimlier: 
Martlia  A.,  a  resident  of  California;  James  li. ; 
John  B.,  deceased;  Leonard  G.,  Sarah  .M.  and  Ke- 
becca.  Tlie  last  was  born  in  this  countj'.  The 
oldest  danghter  is  in  bnsiness  in  San  Diego,  Cal., 
and  the  others  remain  with  tlieir  ijaronts.  Ener- 
getie,  honest  to  a  fault,  patriotic,  ami  full  of  good 
deeds,  this  man  is  ranked  high  among  the  citizens 
of  the  county.     In  politics  he  is  a  Uepublican. 


."T^l 
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ON.  HUSWKLI,  S.  MILLS,  attorney  at  law, 
Brighton,  was  born  in  Canton,  Hartford 
Co.,  Conn.,  April  lO,  1817.  He  is  the  son  of 
Harlow  and  Faith  A.  (Spencer)  Mills,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  His  father 
was  originall\-  a  \\'hig,  and  was  a  great  admirer  of 
the  Ailamses,  U'ebsler  and  Clay.  In  later  days  he 
was  a  Republican,  casting  his  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  President.  In  1819  he  took  his  fam- 
ily to  Truml)ull  County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived 
nntil  1840  and  then  moved  to  Denmark,  Lee  Co., 
Iowa.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  both  died  in  Lee  County. 
They  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Oliver,  of  Lewis,  Cass  Co.,  Iowa;  Harlow,  of  New- 
ton, Harve}'  Co.,  Kan.,  and  Roswell,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

When  the  family  moved  to  Truniluil!  County, 
Ohio,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  two  years 
old.  There  he  grew  to  manhood  ami  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  supplemented  by 
a  partial  course  at  the  academy.  In  1841  he  came 
to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Keokuk  County,  where  he 
spent  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in 
Ashtabula  County,  that  State,  married  Lucetta 
Stone,  a  daughter  of  James  Stone,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  that  county.  She  was  born  in  Ash- 
tabula County,  Jan.  4,  1817.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  they  came  to  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Mills  made 
a  claim  to  160  acres  of  land  in  Keokuk  County, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming,  following  that  occu- 
pation up  to  1804.  Ill  1842  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  held  that  ottice  four  years.  In 
1864  he  was  elected  a  memlier  of  the  Tenth  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  was  one  of  the  active  members 


of  that  body.  For  a  number  of  years,  as  opportu- 
nity was  afforded  him  from  the  labors  of  his  farm, 
Mr.  Mills  read  law  and  subsequntly  entered  the  of- 
fice of  Samuel  Clinton,  of  Fairficlil,  spending  some 
time  under  his  instruction.  After  passing  a  credit- 
able examination  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
licensed  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  in  the  State. 
In  his  [)rofession  he  has  a  good  standing,  and  is  re- 
garded as  a  wise  and  safe  counselor,  as  well  as  a 
good  advocate.  Since  its  organization  he  has  been 
quite  active  in  the  councils  of  the  Uepublican 
party,  and  has  served  on  various  committees  in 
county  and  State.  In  1872  he  settled  in  Brighton, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in  tiio  practice 
of  his  profession. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  three  living:  James  S.,  of  Keokuk  County, 
Iowa;  Faith  A.,  the  widow  of  H.  M.  Hughes,  now 
of  Colorado;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Eckley, 
of  Sigouruey,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa.  The  dijceased 
were  Randolph  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Mills  died  at 
Brighton,  Nov.  8,  1884.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  a  sincere  Christian  woman, 
a  kind  wife  and  loving  mother.  Mi\  Mills  was 
again  married,  July  17,  188.5,  to  Miss  Nancy  A. 
Gilliland,  who  was  born  near  Iowa  City,  May  24, 
1 839,  her  parents  being  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Mills  is  trul}'  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  part 
of  the  State.  In  the  forty -six  years  of  his  resi- 
dence he  has  been  active  in  everything  tending  to 
promote  its  interests.  No  man  in  Washington 
County  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

RS.  NANCY  A.  HAMILL.  It  is  fitting  to 
record  the  history  of  those  who  have  lived, 
and  during  their  lifetime  have  aided  in  the 
development  of  a  new  countrj'.  as  well  as 
to  preserve  the  record  trf  their  lives  for  the  benefit 
of  future  geneiatioiis.  (Jiir  subjci't  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Tcnn.,  and  is  a  (laughter  of  J(.)hn 
and  IJnchcl  Duncan,  l)olli  of  Scotch  aiiccslr}'. 
Rachel  Duncan  ni;idc  no  change  in  her  name  at 
marriage.  There  may  have  been  some  relationship 
existing,  but  it  could  not  be  traced.  Both  were 
born   in    AVashington   County,   Tenn.,   where  they 
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were  manierl,  jifter  which  they  removerl  tol\[i)nroe 
County.  They  had  eleven  children,  three  of  whom 
died  ill  infancy.  The  (.thers  were:  Joseph  Carter, 
deceased  ;  Marion,  John  E.,  Nelson,  Mary,  Jane  E., 
Caroline  and  Nancy.  All  came  to  Louisa  County, 
Iowa,  with  their  parents,  sometime  in  1840, 
settling  in  Colnnilius  City. 

The  earlj'  history  of  this  county*  would  fail  in  its 
import  if  it  did  not  mention  the  noble  son  of  John 
and  Rachel  Duncan,  John  Calvin,  who  enlisted 
when  sixteen  years  of  age  in  the  11th  Iowa  Regi- 
ment and  served  three  3'ears,  being  engaged  in 
some  of  the  most  important  battles  of  the  war. 
Little  did  he  think  when  bidding  his  dear 
mother  farewell,  that  he  would  never  see  her  again, 
but  with  a  proud  step  and  loyal  heart  he  boldly 
marched  to  the  front  and  did  his  duty  like  a  man. 
An  epidemic  of  a  typhoid  character  swept  over 
this  country  in  1865,  and  filled  the  houses  of  many 
with  mourning.  Among  these  was  the  family  of 
John  Duncan,  .Sr.,  who,  on  September  1,  buried  his 
oldest  son,  Joseph,  and  five  da3's  later  the  devoted 
wife  and  loving  mother  was  borne  to  her  last 
resting-place.  She  was  buried  a  short  time  before 
the  return  of  her  soldier  boy,  who  expected  to 
gi'eet  her  with  the  joj^ful  news  that  peace  was  de- 
clared, and  that  the  principles  for  which  he  fought 
had  been  established. 

The  father  remained  upon  his  farm  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  May,  187G.  Francis  Dun- 
can, his  brother,  and  a  bachelor,  was  a  soldier  of 
the  W.ar  of  1812,  and  during  the  last  years  of  his 
life  made  his  home  with  his  brother  John,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Church  cemetery. 
Jane  Duncan  married  Joseph  Hamill,  and  bore 
three  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Joseph 
Hamill  purchased  a  farm  in  this  count}',  upon  which 
they  were  living  when  his  death  occurred.  His 
widow  wedded  Daniel  McLaughlin,  a  prominent 
pioneer  of  this  county.  Nancy  Duncan  and  her 
sister  Caroline  both  married  at  the  same  time  and 
place,  March  11,  1802,  at  the  residence  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Evans,  of  Louisa  County.  Caroline  wed- 
ded David  C.  and  Nancy  A.  wedded  Reuben  H. 
Hamill.  The  Hamills  were  cousins,  their  families 
being  residents  of  Louisa  County,  but  later  the 
young  couples  made  homes  in  this  county.     Caro- 


line  is  the  mother  of  John  C.  and  Clara  J. ;  John 
is  a  jeweler  in  Washington.  David  Hamill  is  a 
wealthy  resident  of  Washington. 

Reuben  II.  Ilaniill  and  his  wife  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  the  farm  where  our  subject  still 
resides.  Here  they  lived  and  prospered,  and  here 
all  of  their  children  were  born;  James  H.,  Eliza- 
beth, John  and  Grace  A.  completed  the  family 
circle.  The  father's  death  took  place  in  August, 
1886.  The  eldest  son  owns  a  half  section  of  land 
in  California,  and  is  at  present  a  clerk  in  Selma, 
Fresno  County,  that  State.  Much  care  has  been 
taken  in  the  education  of  the  children,  who  do 
honor  to  the  name  they  bear.  Reuben  Hamill  im- 
proved a  large  farm  of  400  acres,  building  a  fine 
country  residence.  He  was  noted  for  his  enterprise, 
and  his  extraordinary  labor  was  the  cause  of  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  most  generous  men  of 
his  day,  and  no  one  was  his  peer  in  subscribing  to 
and  aiding  charitable  purposes.  A  generous  pro- 
vider for  his  family,  a  Christian  by  birth  and  edu- 
cation, this  good  man  w.as  knonai  far  and  near  as 
one  in  whom  all  had  confidence.  Both  himself  and 
wife  were  members  of  the  Crawfordsville  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Rev.  James  Elliott 
preached  his  funeral  sermon  in  the  church  where 
for  years  Mr.  Hamill  had  devotedly  worshiped. 
His  remains  are  interred  in  the  cemetei}'  near 
Columbus  City,  and  as  the  birds  sing  their  gentle 
requiem  over  his  grave,  his  children  and  his 
loving  wife,  whom  he  left  so  amply  provided  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life,  can  do  his  memory  no 
higher  honor  than  in  the  perpetuation  of  the  history 
of  one  who  was  of  the  most  conscientious  of  men. 
and  deserving  of  remembrance. 


/^^\  L.  SIIILLIG,  merchant  and  Postmaster, 
jll  (— ,  Riverside,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Washington 
^^J!  County,  Iowa,  in  1848,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Jane  (McDonnell)  Shillig.  They  were 
married  in  Iowa  Cit}',  but  John  was  a  native  of 
Alsace,  France,  and  Jane  McDonnell  of  Ireland. 
They  ranked  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  located  in  Iowa  Township,  between  Yatton 
and  Richmond,  about  1845.     John   Shillig  entered 
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a  quarter  section  of  prairie  and  eightj' acres  of  tim- 
ber, built  a  log  cabin,  and  began  the  work  of  mak- 
ing a  home  in  the  new  county  prior  to  his  marriage, 
and  his  bride  was  brought  to  the  new  cabin  which 
had  previousl}-  been  bachelor  quarters.  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  that  cabin,  which  a  few  months 
later  was  demolished  by  a  tornado,  yet  liie  family 
escaped  unhurt.  The  mother  with  her  infant  boy 
was  kindlj'  eared  for  by  a  neighbor  and  the  next 
day  many  pieces  of  bedding  and  other  goods  were 
picked  up  miles  awaj'.  Some  of  the  bed  quilts  were 
found  Imnging  in  trees  upon  the  town  site  of  River- 
side distant  from  the  cabin  fully  two  miles.  Mr. 
Shillig  erected  a  frame  house  later,  which  is  yet 
Standing  and  is  occupied  by  M.  Thomann,  .who 
owns  the  old  homestead.  .;  ,   ■ 

In  1850,  John  Shillig,  in  comp.anj'  with  others 
from  this  count}-,  started  to  California,  m.akiug  the 
journej'  overland  with  ox-teauis.  After  two  years 
spent  in  mining  with  good  success,  he  relumed  to 
this  county  and  began  the  improvement  of  his  laud 
in  earnest.  Having  nothing  to  do  business  with 
prior  to  his  California  trip,  he  did  not  make  many 
improvements  till  after  his  return.  The  lands  were 
then  fenced,  and  prosperity  came  with  advancing 
years.  There  were  six  children  born  in  the  farm 
house  mentioned :  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Peter 
Payer,  a  farmer  of  Coffej-  County,  Kan.;  William, 
deceased ;  Margaret,  a  sister  of  charity,  residing  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  John,  the  husband  of  Rosa  Mon- 
tice,  a  resident  farmer  of  Ashland,  Clark  Co.,  Kan.; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Welte,  a  farmer  of  English 
River  Township;  Theresa,  the  wife  of  Antoine 
Eglen,  a  farmer  of  English  River  Township.  The 
parents  live  a  retired  life  in  the  plc.isant  village  of 
Richmond,  their  children  all  being  well  settled. 

Our  subject,  after  learning  farm  work  in  detail, 
engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  mercantile  trade,  and  after 
he  had  become  familiar  with  the  business,  returned 
to  his  farm,  and  twelve  years  later,  came  to  River- 
side, where  he  engage<l  in  business  for  himself.  He 
has  continued  in  the  mercantile  trade  since  Septem- 
ber, 18H2,  and  his  location  is  one  of  tlie  best  in  the 
village.  The  fine  brick  store  is  owned  b}'  John 
Shillig,  and  the  stock  by  his  son,  our  subject.  The 
stock  is  large  and  embraces  everything  called  for 
in  a  country  dry -goods  store  and  grocery  trade. 


G.  L.  Shillig  was  married.  Jan.  3,  1871,  Miss 
Philipine  Fetlweis  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
born  in  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  the  daughter  of  Anthony 
Feltweis,  who  was  born  and  married  in  Dasseldorf, 
Prussia.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1850,  going 
to  .St.  Louis,  where  Anthony  worked  at  the  cabinet 
trade  for  some  time,  but  later  became  a  resident  of 
Iowa  City,  and  afterward  a  merchant  of  Richmond, 
this  county.  Both  he  aTid  his  wife  are  deceased, 
but  all  their  living  children  are  still  residents  of  the 
county,  namely:  Elizabetli  and  Albert  were  born 
in  Prussia,  Philipine  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Helen 
in  Iowa  Cit}'.  The  deceased  were  Henry  and  Marj'. 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Wambacher,  and 
Helei)  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Critz,  the  present 
Trea^ureivof  this  county. 

Since  the  marriage  of  our  subject  eight  children 
have  graced  their  union,  all  born  in  this  county — 
Roland  H.,  Viola  M.,  Eleanor  li.,  Oscar  J.,  Helen  O., 
G.  Otho,  Charlotte  A.  and  Ivo  A.  The  family 
circle  has  never  been  broken,  and  the  name  is  well 
known  in  W.ashington  County  since  its  early  settle- 
ment. Aug.  31,  1881,  our  subject  was  appointed 
Postmaster  of  Riverside,  his  commission  bearing 
the  signature  of  Hon.  A.  E.  Stephenson,  Assistant 
Postmaster  General.  The  party  afliliations  of  Mr. 
Shillig  are  of  course  Democratic,  and  his  position 
is  evidence  of  the  esteem  of  the  people  and  of  his 
loyalty  to  the  part}-. 
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1  R.  IirFFMAN,  located  on  section  16,  Lime 
Creek  Township,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
He  was  born  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  July 

14,  18-25,  and  is  the  son  of  Abram  anil  Phebe 

(Smith)  HutTman,  both  of  whom  w-cre  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  moved  to  Ohio  in  1823.  Our 
subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
Stivte.  In  1856,  he  removed  to  Iowa  and  bought 
eighty  acres  on  section  16,  where  he  now  lives.  This 
land  he  improved,  planted  groves  and  orchards, 
and  also  added  to  it  b}'  subsequent  purchases  until 
he  at  one  time  owned  250  acres,  but  has  since  sold 
a  part  of  it  and  now  has  IGO  acres  of  prairie  laud 
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and  ten  of  fine  timber.  His  farm  is  in  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation,  with  good  farm  buildings. 

Mr.  Huffman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
E.  J.  Baker,  on  the  11th  of  January,  1849.  She  is 
also  a  native  of  Belmont  County,  Oliio,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  E.  Baker.  They  have 
been  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  of  which  num- 
ber six  are  yet  living:  Annie,  the  wife  of  John 
Adams,  a  farmer  in  Lime  Creek  Township; Phoebe, 
the  twin  sister  of  Annie,  is  the  wife  of  Ira  White, 
a  resident  of  Guthrie  County,  Iowa;  Viola  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Scheib,  a  farmer  in  the  latter-named 
county;  Lettie  is  the  wife  of  Wayne  Hull,  a  drug- 
gist at  Alexandria,  Dak. ;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Mel- 
vin  Squeirs,  a  farmer  in  Seventy-Six  Township; 
Harrison  is  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huffman  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  take  a  great  interest 
in  all  Church  work.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  h.as  held  several  of  the  township  offices.  He  is 
of  a  genial  disposition,  a  good  conversationalist, 
and  is  ever  willing  to  assist  in  all  benevolent  or 
public  enterprises. 
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ON.  NORMAN  EVERSON  is  numbered 
both  among  the  early  settlers  and  most  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  the  county.  He  is 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  in  Vernon, 
Oneida  County,  Dec.  29,  1815,  and  is  the  sou  of 
Isaac  and  Abigail  (Usher)  Everson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  old  Bay  State,  but  who  moved 
to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  previous  to  the  War  of 
1812.  In  early  life  Is.aac  P^verson  was  apprenticed 
to  a  tailor,  Ijut  the  work  not  agreeing  with  him  he 
soon  abandoned  it  fur  more  congenial  employment. 
On  his  removal  to  Oneida  County  he  engaged  in 
farming,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  many 
years.  Mrs.  Everson  died  ab(.)ut  1827,  and  Mr. 
Everson  subsequently  married  Mrs.  Rust,  a  widow 
lad3',  and  in  1836  moved  with  his  family  to  Lorain 
County,  Oliio,  whore  he  died  many  years  ago.  By 
his  first  wife  he  was  the  father  of  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mary,  the  widow  of 
Jonathan  Ames,  of  Hutchinson,  Kan.;  Lafayette, 
living  in  LaCrosse,  Wis.,  and  Norman.     Byhissec- 
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ond  wife  he  had  two  children,  one  living — Isaac, 
in  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  Isaac  Everson,  Sr.,  was 
in  his  day  a  man  well  posted  in  the  affairs  of  his 
State,  and  was  a  special  friend  to  education. 

Norman  Everson  was  reared  in  his  native  county, 
and  until  fourteen  years  of  age  varied  his  time  in 
attending  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
in  which  the  family  lived,  and  assisting  his  father 
on  the  farm.  When  fourteen  he  went  out  into  the 
world  to  do  for  himself,  and  worked  his  way  through 
Hamilton  College  at  Clinton,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y., 
graduating  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  In  his 
younger  days,  to  say  nothing  of  the  later  period  of 
his  life,  there  was  a  vein  of  humor  running  through 
his  composition,  and  in  nothing  did  he  take  more 
delight  than  in  playing  some  practical  joke  on  the 
unsuspecting  faculty.  A  little  ingenuitj'  was  re- 
quired occasionally  to  avoid  punishment,  but  he 
finally  passed  his  examination  and  received  his 
degree.  In  1837,  after  leaving  college,  he  went  to 
Elizaville,  Fleming  Co.,  Ky.,and  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school,  a  profession  in  which  manj'  of  the  great- 
est men  in  this  nation  first  engaged  as  a  step  to 
future  advancement,  on  the  plea,  doubtless,  that  if 
they  could  well  govern  a  school  thej'  veould  be  able 
to  govern  a  Nation,  for  "men  are  but  children  of 
a  larger  growth."  After  leaving  Elizaville  he  went 
to  Cynthiana,  Ky.,  where  he  also  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, in  the  meantime  purchasing  a  small  number  of 
law  books,  which  he  re.ad,  passed  an  examination, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Believing  the  new  territory  of  Iowa  a  better  field 
for  a  young  man,  in  1841  Mr.  Everson  came  to 
Washington  County,  and  here  first  "hung  out  his 
shingle"  as  an  "attorney  and  counselor  at  law." 
But  the  county  at  this  time  was  but  thinly  settled, 
and  clients  were  "like  angels'  visits,  few  and  far 
between,"  so  he  had  again  to  resort  to  school-teach- 
ing, that  ho  might  secure  the  means  to  pay  his 
weekly  board  bills,  and  now  and  then  purchase  an- 
other book  for  his  small  law  library.  For  the  next 
seventeen  years  he  continued  in  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession,  adding  not  only  to  his  store  of 
knowledge  .as  the  years  went  by,  but  accumulating 
"something  of  this  world's  goods."  It  will  cure  an 
attack  of  the  blues  at  any  time  to  hear  him  relate 
his  experience,  especially  before  the  Justice's  courts    1  ' 
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of  that  early  day.  After  abandutiing  the  law  Mv. 
Everson  engaged  in  the  banking  and  real-estate 
business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued  to  engage, 
with  profit  to  himself. 

Like  all  attorneys  in  an  early  day,  Mr.  Kverson 
devoted  more  or  less  of  his  time  to  politics.  The 
first  office  he  held  was  that  of  Postmaster  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  time  when  his  hat  was  the  receptacle 
of  all  the  mail  that  came  to  the  office,  and  when  it 
was  easier  to  deliver  it  as  he  made  his  rounds  in- 
specting public  improvements  in  the  future  metroj)- 
olis  of  Washington  Count}'.  He  saj's  the  staid  old 
people  of  Washington  did  not  desire  that  he  should 
have  the  office,  but  "the  boj's"  were  in  favor  of 
him,  and  like  Eli,  he  "got  there."  He  was  also 
Road  Supervisor  at  an  early  day,  being  stronglj' 
desinnis  of  securing  the  appointment,  from  the 
fact  that  one  dark  night  when  going  to  singing- 
school  he  ran  afoul  of  the  stump  of  a  tree  that  had 
been  left  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  and  being  just 
a  little  vexed  he  vowcil  that  when  he  was  Road 
Supervisor  that  stump  should  come  out,  and  it  did. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Everson  was  a  Whig,  and  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  the  party  he  was  virtuallj-  its 
leader  in  Washington  County.  B3'  that  party  he 
was  elected  in  1850  to  the  State  Senate  to  repre- 
sent the  district  comprising  the  counties  of  Louisa 
and  Washington,  and  served  four  years.  At  that 
time  there  were  but  four  Whigs  in  that  branch  of 
the  (Jeneral  Assembh\  While  a  member  of  that 
body  he  helped  to  form  the  first  code  for  the  State 
of  Iowa.  Until  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  part}-, 
after  the  defeat  of  Scott,  Mr.  Everson  w-is  its  recog- 
nized leader  in  this  county,  but  on  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  at  once  began  to  advo- 
cate its  principles,  and  has  continued  lo  work  and 
vote  with  it  to  the  present  time. 

The  first  banking  institution  in  Washington  was 
established  b}'  Mr.  Everson  in  1M.')7,  and  meeting 
with  good  success  in  the  business,  caused  him  gradu- 
ally to  withdraw  from,  and  in  18.58  al)andon  alto- 
gether the  practice  of  hiw.  This  liank  lie  continued 
to  operate  until  after  the  establishment  here  of  a 
branch  of  the  .State  Bank,  when  its  business  was 
merged  into  the  latter  institution.  On  the  organi- 
zation I  if  ilic  First  National  Bank,  in  1864,  he  be- 
came a  heavy  slockholiler,  and  in  1879  was  elected 


President  of  the  same,  and  served  for  several  years. 
As  a  financier  he  has  been  remarkably  successful. 
In  the  building  up  and  adornment  of  the  town  Mr. 
Everson  has  contributed  his  share.  In  1868  he 
erected  Everson's  Block  and  Opera  House,  one  of 
the  most  substantial  buildings  in  the  city,  and  which 
cost  ^24,000.  He  lias  also  other  property'  interests 
here,  and  in  the  building  of  the  academy  and  in 
church  buildings  has  contributed  liberally  of  his 
means.  To  him  much  of  the  credit  is  due  for  the 
railroad  system  of  the  place.  In  fact,  there  has 
been  no  enterprise  advocated  calculated  to  build  up 
the  place  but  he  has  shown  a  readiness  to  contribute 
both  time  and  monej'  in  its  aid. 

In  1805  Mr.  Everson  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Lorain  Count}',  Ohio,  and  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Ellen  E.  Pierce,  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  Pierce. 
Mrs.  Everson  is  a  lady  of  great  refinement  and  cult- 
ure, a  graduate  of  Oberliu  College, "the  most  noted 
educational  institution  in  Ohio.  In  their  ple.asant 
home  just  east  of  the  square  they  live  a  quiet  and 
happy  life,  and  when  they  so  desire,  spend  their 
time  in  travel.  Together  they  have  visited  almost 
every  place  of  note  or  interest  in  this  country,  and 
in  1878  crossed  the  ocean,  visiting  England,  France, 
Italy,  and  other  European  countries.  In  this  way 
tiicy  liave  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  only  de- 
rived through  extensive  travel. 

As   the    PoliTUAIT    ANIl    BlO(;iiAl'llICAI.    Al.lUM    of 

Washington  Ciiunty  would  not  be  complete  without 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  Everson.  its  [jublishers  are  pleased 
to  give  the  same  in  connection  with  this  sketch.  It 
will  be  appreciated  by  all. 

ARTIN  SWIFT,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Oregon  Township,  re- 
sides on  section  1 8,  where  he  owns  285 
acres  of  land,  Jill  of  wliicli  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  native  of  Ireland, 
born  Nov.  12,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Conuell)  Swift,  both  of  whom  were  also  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  and  there  died  some  years  ago. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  in  1848  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  and  then  iu  other  parts  of   the   State 


i 


■ 


h4-^ 


i 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


275 


for  a  period  of  eight  years,  during  wliicli  time  he 
was  generall}'  engaged  in  teaming.  He  then  emi- 
grated to  Knox  Count)',  III.,  where  he  remained 
until  1871,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  seventy-seven  acres 
of  land  on  section  1 8.  He  has  kept  adding  by 
subsequent  purchases  until  he  lias  now  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Oregon  Township,  consisting  of  285 
acres  of  land,  with  a  fine  residence,  barn,  and  such 
out-huildings  as  are  necessary  for  the  proper  con- 
duct of  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  The 
entire  surroundings  of  the  farm  prove  that  its  pos- 
sessor is  a  man  who  understands  his  business  and 
who  is  only  content  with  the  best. 

Mr.  Swift  was  married  in  New  York,  in  1856,  to 
Mary  Gavin,  likewise  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
1831.  By  this  union  there  have  been  eight  chil- 
dren: Abigail  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Flynn,  of 
Illinois;  James  married  Ettie  Lindsay;  John  T. ; 
Martin  married  Julia  Tobin;  Mar)' E.  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  McGugen;  A.  B.,  Francis  and  Jennie 
reside  at  home.  Mr.  Swift  is  truly  a  self-made 
man.  Like  thousands  of  others  of  his  fellow  coun- 
trymen, who  knew  there  was  no  chance  for  a  poor 
man  to  acquire  more  than  an  ordinaryjiving  in  the 
old  countr)',  he  came  to  the  United  States,  the  land 
which  is  a  refuge  for  the  oppressed  of  all  nations, 
and  here,  with  nothing  on  which  to  begin,  save  a 
willing  mind,  with  strong  arms  and  a  determination 
to  do,  he  has  toiled  on  until  now  he  is  among  the 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Washington  County,  with  a 
farm  of  vvhich  heis  justly  proud,  and  which  he 
can  say  is  the  result  of  his  own  labors,  ^assisted  bj' 
his  admirable  wife  and  family.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Democrat;  religiously,  a  Catholic. 
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jENJAMIN  UTTERBACK,  a  retired  farmer, 
■^  is  now  living  in  the  village  of  Ainsworth, 
Washington  Co.,  Iowa.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bourbcm  County,  Ky.,  born  Sept.  21,  1825, 
and  is  a  son  of  Covington  and  Sarah  (Crose)  Utter- 
back.  Harmon  Utterbaek,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  moved  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  in  a 
very  early  day  and  located  iu  Nicholas  County, 
^ 


where  he  subsequently'  died.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  lived  and  died  iu  Kentucky,  the  father  and 
mother,  and  grandfather  and  grandmother  on  the 
mother's  side  all  dying  in  the  same  house.  The 
grandfather  and  grandmother  on  the  father's  side 
died  within  half  a  mile  of  the  same  place.  His 
grandfather,  Harmon  Utterbaek,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionarj'  War  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
nine  years.  The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
rear  families  of  their  own,  and  seven  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

Benjamin  Utterbaek  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
continued  actively  engaged  in  that  occupation  un- 
til 1884,  since  which  time  he  has  been  living  a  re- 
tired life.  In  1847  he  enlisted  in  the  Mexican 
War  and  served  ten  months.  He  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  which 
place  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  there 
to  Vera  Cruz,  Mex.,  and  thence  to  the  City  of 
Mexico,  where  he  was  stationed  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Returning  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  he  was  there 
mustered  out,  and  then  returned  home. 

Mr.  Utterbaek  was  married  in  1851,  in  Bourbon 
County,  Ky.,  to  Eleanor  Bryan,  who  was  also  born 
in  that  county,  in  1819.  She  died  in  1854,  in 
Boone  County,  Ind.,  leaving  two  children:  Nancy 
E.,  now  the  wife  of  John  H.  Pearson,  and  Mary  J., 
the  wife  of  S.  W.  Glaize,  of  Ringgold  County,  Iowa. 
Mr.  LTtterback  again  married,  in  Boone  County, 
Ind.,  Miss  Lavina  N.  Powell,  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
Powell.  She  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Ind.,  May 
9,  1836.  By  this  union  there  were  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living:  Joseph  M.,of  Washington 
Countj',  Iowa;  Sarah  E.,  the  wife  of  James  C.  Cham- 
bers, of  Ainsworth;  Margaret  L.,  Nora  B.  and  Pearl. 
The  deceased  were  Hiram  and  Everett. 

Mr.  Utterbaek  is  the  owner  of  125  acres  of  fine 
land  in  Oregon  Township.  He  also  owns  a  fine 
residence  in  Ainsworth,  together  with  a  storehouse 
and  another  house  and  lot.  He  acquired  all  his 
property  by  hard  labor,  economy  and  good  manage- 
ment. Mv.  and  IMrs.  Utterbaek  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Politically  hs  is  a  Democrat. 
While  a  resident  of  Washington  County  but  little 
less  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  having  come  here 
in    1864,  Mr.  Utterbaek  is  well  known  throughout 
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tlie  county,  ami  has  many  friends  in  all  its  parts. 
He  is  a  man  well  posted  in  political  matters,  and 
upon  theological  questions.  He  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  Bible  and  the  Bible  alone  as  a  rule  of  faith 
and  practice. 

DWARD  DEEDS,  attorney  at  law,  Brighton, 
is  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio,  born 
Oct.  1,  1837.  His  father,  .Silas  Deeds,  was 
a  native  of  Plainficld,  N.  J.,  who  emigrated  to 
Ohio  at  an  early  day,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  soon  after  the  birth  of 
PMward.  In  1840  he  built  a  sawmill,  and  two 
years  afterward  erected  a  gristmill  at  the  same 
place,  which  was  long  known  as  Deedsville,  people 
coming  u  distance  of  lUO  miles,  and  having  to  wait 
weeks  for  their  gi'ist.  He  married  Lucy  A.  For- 
man,  a  native  of  Ohio,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of 
five  children,  two  sons  and  tiiree  claughturs,  of 
whom  only  two  are  now  living — Edward,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  Eletha,  the  wife  of  Robert 
Hicks,  of  Jefferson  C'ount3",  Iowa.  The  father 
died  of  smallpox  in  January,  18G3,  and  the  mother 
is  still  living  in  Brighton.  .SilasDeeds  wasaman  of 
great  energy  and  of  excellent  judgment.  In  early 
life  he  was  politicall}'  a  Whig,  and  with  others  of 
that  party  had  a  great  admiration  for  Henry  Clay 
and  Daniel  Webster.  He  was  not  what  would  be 
termed  a  |)olitician,  never  asking  nor  expecting  of- 
fice, but  always  managed  to  keep  well  posted  in  re- 
gard to  men  and  events. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  and  for  a  time  was  a  pupil  of 
Luke  Howe.  He  also  took  a  partial  course  at  Wit- 
tenburg  Academy,  Springfield,  Ohio,  with  the  in- 
tention of  going  through  college,  but  his  father  re- 
quiring iiis  jissisUmce,  he  had  to  abandon  this  de- 
sire. When  a  young  man  he  developed  a  taste  for 
the  law,  and  has  made  that  his  life  profession.  He 
was  married  in  Henry  Count}',  Iowa,  in  1859,  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Luellen,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1838. 
Bj'  this  union  there  were  six  children,  live  living — 
Carroll,  Charles,  William  R.,  Addison  and  Juniata. 

Politically,  Mr.  Deeds  was  first  a  Republican, 
casting  his  first  and  second   Presidential   votes  for 


Abraham  Lincoln.  When  the  war  ended,  he  be- 
lieved that  all  past  issues  should  be  buried  out  of 
sight,  and  therefore  was  classed  among  the  liberal 
Republicans  who  voted  for  Horace  Greeley  for 
President  in  1872.  In  1876  he  advocated  the  elec- 
tion of  Peter  Cooper,  and  h.as  since  acted  with  the 
Greenback  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternitj',  a  Miister  Mason  and  member  of  the 
Ro3'al  Arch.  For  several  3'ears  he  was  Master  of 
Brighton  Lodge  No.  64,  A.  F.  lii  A.  M.  He  also 
represented  the  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State. .  He  was  the  first  Mayor  of  Brighton  elected 
to  that  position.  For  the  past  ten  3'ears  he  has 
given  liinisclf  exclusively  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  is  regarded  as  a  safe  and  reliable 
counselor  and  a  good  advocate. 


W  F.  SIGAFOOSE  resides  upon  section  9, 
il  ((§)  i^I:ii'i<5i>  Township,  where  he  pursues  the  oc- 
i^Y^  cupation  of  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He 
was  born  in  Hampshire  Count}',  Va.,  in  1844,  and 
is  a  sou  of  Jacol)  and  Susan  (Lease)  .Sigafoose,  who 
were  natives  of  \'irginia.  His  father  died  in  1852, 
at  the  age  of  fort}' -seven  years;  his  mother  is  still 
living,  and  resides  in  West  Chester;  she  is  now  sev- 
enty-five years  old.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist  Episcop.il  Church. 

Our  subject's  father  dying  when  he  was  but  nine 
years  of  age  necessitated  his  doing  something  for 
his  own  support.  He  first  worked  in  a  brickyard 
at  ten  cents  per  day.  In  the  fall  of  1850  the  fam- 
ily came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled 
in  Washington.  At  that  time  Washington  was  but 
a  small  place  with  no  railroad.  L.  F.  used  to  drive 
hogs  from  Washington  to  Burlington  to  market. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  22d  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  particii>ating 
in  the  battles  at  Port  Gibson,  Jackson,  Black  River, 
Chanipii>n  Hills,  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg, 
Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  Fisher's  Hill,  .-ind  numer- 
ous other  minor  engagements.  He  was  disabled  in 
the  service,  and  is  now  drawing  a  pensitin  from  the 
(Jeneral  Government. 

In  the  fall  of  1867  Mr.  Singafoose  was  married  to 
Miss  Eliza  Hamilton.  They  have  had  seven  children, 
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six  of  whom  are  living:  Ella,  the  wife  of  William 
BecnblossoiD,  of  this  county ;  Maggie  E.  and  Susan, 
at  home;  James  died  at  the  age  of  three  years: 
Nathaniel  and  Kittle,  twins,  and  Howard,  are  at 
home.  JMr.  and  Mrs.  .Sigafoose  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  held  various  township  offices,  filling  the 
same  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents. 
Mr.  Sigafoose  has  traveled  all  over  the  West,  and  has 
been  in  ever3'  Southern  State,  and  .all  over  the  .State  of 
Iowa  in  search  of  a  better  place  to  live  than  Wash- 
ington County,  but  has  never  been  able  to  find  it; 
in  this  he  has  l)ut  the  experience  of  ni.any  other  per- 
sons, for  surely  Washington  County  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  world. 


ENRY  RATIIlMELL  is  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Washington.  Ireland,  England 
and  Germany  have  furnished  many  of 
those  who  populate  this  county,  but  these 
are  mainly  the  second  generation.  Our  subject, 
Henry  Rathmell,  has  an  ancestrj'  from  each  of  the 
former  countries.  His  grandfather,  Amariah  Rath- 
mell, was  born  in  Irel.and,  and  his  wife  was  of  En- 
glish birth.  Thej^  settled  in  Lycoming  County, 
Pa.,  long  before  the  War  of  1812,  in  the  wild 
woods  of  that  countrj',  while  the  Indians  were  yet 
residents.  They  reared  a  large  family',  probably 
nine  children,  of  whom  John  was  the  father  of  our 
subject. 

John  Rathmell  married  Mary  Biss,  whose  |)ar- 
ents  were  natives  of  England.  The  Biss  family 
were  very  early  settlers  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
family  consisted  of  Gideon,  Mary,  Jane,  James," 
William,  Rosetta,  Sarah  and  Henry,  of  whom  only 
four  are  living.  The  parents  resided  in  Williams- 
port,  Pa.,  for  more  than  fiftj'  years,  where  they 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  James  came  to  Illinois 
early  in  the  settlement  of  Tazewell  County,  and 
while  engaged  in  digging  a  well,  the  earth  caved  in 
and  he  was  suffocated.  He  married  in  Illinois,  and 
left  one  daughter,  the  wife  of  De  AVitt  Goosh,  a 
resident  of  McLean  Countj'. 

In  1844  our  subject  moved  to  LaPorte  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  five  3'ears,  during   which 
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time  he  was  married  to  Katie  Page,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Catherine  (Kenetel)  Page.  Mr.  Rath- 
mell left  his  wife  with  her  parents  in  1 850,  and 
started  overland  from  Indiana  for  California,  driv- 
ing an  ox-team.  There  were  a  number  composing 
the  party,  but  they  disbanded  at  Salt  Lake  City. 
Mr.  Rathmell  left  home  as  driver  of  the  team,  and 
also  without  money,  and  his  emploj'er  becoming 
bankrupt  at  Salt  Lake  City,  he  was  consequently 
left  without  employment,  but  he  secured  a  situa- 
tion with  William  Day,  who  lived  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  and  for  him  a  team  was  driven  through  to 
Weaversville,  Cal.,  where  Henry  was  discharged. 
He  was  yet  without  money,  and  started  out  at  sun- 
down to  seek  a  fortune.  He  slept  in  a  wagon  that 
night,  and  the  next  da}'  formed  the  ac(iuaiutance 
of  a  German,  who,  from  similarity  of  names,  asked 
if  Henry  was  a  relation  of  William  Rathmell,  a 
cook  at  Vantasselle  Ranch.  Knowing  that  William 
Rathmell  had  gone  to  California  in  184i),  but  not 
to  what  place,  after  working  a  few  days  for  the 
German,  Henry  started  for  Vantasselle,  and  was 
fortunate  enough  to  find  his  bi'other,  who  loaned 
him  125,  and  Henry  then  formed  a  partnership 
with  another  man,  and  they  opened  a  claim  on  the 
Macosni  River.  Although  both  were  inexperi- 
enced, they  averaged  from  $12  to  $15  per  day. 
Not  content  with  this,  and  considering  the  danger 
from  Indians,  they  moved  southward  to  Calaveras 
River,  and  struck  a  paying  lead,  where  Indians 
were  plenty  but  not  troublesome.  Later,  Henry 
fell  sick,  and  the  money  made  was  rapidly  spent  in 
p.aying  a  waiter  and  the  doctor.  He  recovered 
sufficiently  to  return  home  after  an  absence  of  fif- 
teen months,  this  time  making  the  journey  by  the 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  by  steamer  to 
New  Orleans,  and  up  the  Mississippi  to  Illinois, 
which  cairied  him  to  Peru,  Ind.  His  health  was 
good  on  his  return,  and  in  June,  with  his  young 
wife,  he  became  a  resident  of  Washington  County, 
Iowa. 

The  first  home  of  Mr.  Rathmell  was  the  house  in 
which  this  sketch  was  written,  where  he  entered  a 
quarter  section  with  a  Mexican  soldier's  land  war- 
rant, which  he  purchased  for  $125.  He  began  the 
improvement  of  the  farm,  and  in  1852  had  a  crop 
planted  on  a  few  acres.     Having  brought  an  ox- 
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team  from  Indiana,  they  did  the  breaking  where 
his  house,  lGxl8,  was  built,  and  tl\ey  were  ready  to 
begin  life  in  the  new  country.  Henry  now  found 
his  cash  exhausted,  but  the}'  managed  to  get  along, 
be  doing  everything  in  the  way  of  improvement 
himself,  while  his  wife  cheerfully  lent  her  aid,  and 
together  tlie^'  lived  and  prospered  from  the  begin- 
ning. Two  children  were  born  in  Indiana — John, 
who  married  Lizzie  Cleckner,  and  Samuel,  the  hus- 
band of  Eliza  Weidright.  The  remainder  of  the 
children  were  born  in  thiscountj':  Milton,  the  hus- 
band of  Maggie  Ulch;  Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Hiirtman ;  Harrison  IL,  the  husband  of  Sarah 
Turner;  James  married  Ida,  a  sister  of  .Sarah 
Turner;  Frank  and  Minnie,  both  unmarried. 

Being  settled,  Mr.  Rathmell  purchased  ten  acres 
of  timber,  and  he  made  the  rails  which  fenced  his 
land,  and  being  by  trade  a  carpenter,  he  took  any 
kind  of  job,  often  taking  for  pay  anything  he  could 
use,  monej'  being  scarce;  but  it  cost  little  to  live, 
as  clothes  were  inexpensive.  Year  by  year  the 
family  prospered,  and  he  made  other  purchases  of 
land,  until  he  now  owns  510  acres,  part  of  which 
was  improved  at  the  time  of  purchase.  Every 
acre  of  this  land  is  now  improved,  and  a  large  part 
of  it  is  well  tiled.  In  1881  Mr.  Rathmell  con- 
cluded to  retire  from  farm  work,  and  built  a  I'csi- 
dence  in  the  county  seat,  W.ishington.  His  chil- 
dren reside  upon  his  several  farms,  thus  giving 
them  a  nice  start  in  life.  Mr.  Rathmell  has  grown 
wealthy  as  his  years  increased,  and  with  his  good 
wife,  who  never  failed  to  do  her  part,  he  can  en- 
joy what  has  been  honestly  earned.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
liathmell  rank  among  the  oldest  citizens  of  Jackson 
Township,  and  as  the}-  have  reared  a  large  family 
who  have  married  and  are  well  started  in  life,  to 
them  comes  the  consciousness  of  not  having  lived 
in  vain. 
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ARILS  SCOFIELD,  M.  1).,  of  Washington, 
is  a  native    of   Saratoga    County,  N.  Y., 
born  July  31,   1834.     His  father,  William 
Scofield,  was  born   in  Connecticut,  and  his 
mother  in  New  York.     Both  have   been  dead  some 
years.     Darius  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm 
and  received  his  [ireparator}'  education  in  the  com- 
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mon  schools  of  the  ncigiiborhood  in  which  he  lived, 
and  at  the  academy  in  Cambridge,  N.  Y.  Having 
a  desire  to  become  a  physician,  he  flrst  entered  the 
office  of  Or.  J.  II.  Bartholf,  then  of  Cambridge, 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y,  l)ut  now  a  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  Arm}',  and  a  vei'3'  prominent  physi- 
cian. With  Dr.  Bartholf  he  remained  but  a  few 
months,  and  then  went  to  Luzerne.  N.  Y.,  and  con- 
tinued his  studies  under  Dr.  J.  B.  Burneson.  He 
then  attended  lectures  in  the  Albanj"  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  wliich  institution  he  graduated  in  1858. 
Twenty  years  afterward  he  took  a  su|)plcmental 
course  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  N.  Y'., 
which  he  has  found  very  beneficial  to  him  in  his 
general  practice. 

On  graduating  from  the  Albauj'  Medical  College, 
the  young  doctor  returned  to  Carnish,  Saratoga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  .-I nd  in  the  next  four  years  secured  a 
large  practice.  But  the  war  for  the  Union  was 
then  in  progress,  surgeons  were  needed,  and  he  was 
commissioned  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  8th  Louisi- 
ana, afterward  known  as  the  47th  L'.  S.  Colored  In- 
fantry, which  later  f(n'med  a  part  of  the  1 6th  Corps. 
He  remained  with  the  regiment  but  a  short  time, 
and  was  then  detailed  as  Surgeon  in  charge  of  Hos- 
pital No.  3,  .at  Vicksburg.  After  his  regiment  went 
to  the  front,  and  with  others,  was  operating  against 
Mobile,  he  was  ordered  to  rejoin  it,  but  while  on  his 
way,  news  came  of  the  capture  of  Ft.  Biakesl}',  .and 
he  was  detained  at  Vicksburg  to  Iielp  care  for  the 
men  just  liberated  from  Andersonville  and  Cahaw- 
ba  Prisons.  For  one  month  he  continued  in  this 
service  and  then  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Mobile, 
and  was  with  it  until  it  w.as  mustered  out  at  Baton 
Rouge,  Jan.  12,  1880.  On  being  discharged.  Dr. 
Scofield  returned  to  his  old  home  by  way  of  New 
York  City,  in  greatl}'  impaired  health.  Believing  a 
change  would  be  beneficial,  in  May,  1806.  he  came 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  located  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  count}',  where  he  remained 
until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  en- 
g.aged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession. 

Dr.  Scofield  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Carrie  G.  Herriek,  a  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Ilerriek.     .She  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N. 
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Y.,  her  parents  being  near  neighbors  of  the  Scofields, 
and  of  course  the  j'oung  couple  were  thrown  much 
together  in  early  life.  They  were  married  in  1860. 
Several  children  were  born  unto  them,  of  whom 
only  one  is  now  living,  Carrie.  Mrs.  Scofield  died 
in  1877,  in  Washington,  Iowa.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  a  sincere  Christian  woman, 
and  much  beloved.  For  his  second  wife  the  Doc- 
tor chose  Miss  Emma  Mott,  of  Grand  Isle,  Vt., 
born  in  1852,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Thirza 
Mott.  They  were  married  in  1879.  By  this  union 
there  are  two  sons — .James  H.  and  an  infant. 

Dr.  Scofield  has  for  many  years  been  connected 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  Washington  Lodge  No.  26,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  Cy- 
rus Chapter  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Bethlehem  Com- 
mander3'  No.  45,  K.  T.  He  has  been  chosen  as 
presiding  otHcer  in  each  of  these  orders  and  has  al- 
ways taken  a  live  interest  in  the  order,  believing  it 
to  be  an  instrumentality  for  great  good  in  this 
world.  He  is  also  a  member  of  I.  G.  White  Post 
No.  108,  G.  A.  R.,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  and 
Hawkeye  Lodge  No.  1 ,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  in  the  latter 
institution  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  care- 
ful physical  examination  of  members.  Dr.  Scofield 
has  been  local  surgeon  for  the  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Co.  for  fifteen  years,  and  for  the  B.,  W.  and  B.  N. 
W.  since  their  construction,  and  is  examiner  for 
numerous  life  insurance  companies. 

Asapliysician,  Dr.  Scofield  ranks  among  the  best 
in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  is  fully  abreast  with  the 
times,  being  ever  ready  to  adopt  any  improvement 
in  the  science  of  medicine  which  will  stand  the  test 
of  reason,  common  sense  and  practice.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  Medical  Society,  and  for 
five  or  six  years  in  succession  was  its  President. 
Of  the  District  Association  he  also  served  as  Pres- 
ident two  years.  In  the  State  Association,  he  was 
Vice  President  for  two  years,  and  in  1882  was 
elected  and  served  as  President,  delivering  the  an- 
nual address  at  its  31st  annual  meeting,  held  at 
Council  Bluffs  May  10,  1883.  This  address  was 
well  received  and  highly  commended  by  the  pro- 
fession throughout  the  State.  In  it  he  made  a  num- 
ber of  recommendations  of  great  value,  among 
which  was  one  in  reference  to  "expert  evidence" 
before  the  courts  of  the  State,' advocating  the  pas- 


sage of  a  law  which  would  not  permit  a  physician 
to  be  called  as  an  expert,  unless  he  could  justly  lay 
claim  to  some  particular  qualification  to  the  title. 
When  summoned  it  was  only  to  be  upon  order  of 
the  Court,  and  the  Court  alone  should  propound 
the  questions  which  should  be  of  such  a  character 
only  as  would  enlighten  either  the  Court  or  jury 
upon  the  scientific  questions  involved.  Those  who 
have  heard  the  "expert"  testimony  of  some  local 
physicians  in  answer  to  the  ridiculous  questions  of 
an  attorney  onl}'  working  in  the  interest  of  his 
client,  and  not  of  truth,  will  appreciate  the  value 
and  wisdom  of  the  Doctor's  recommendation. 

Politically,  Dr.  Scofield  has  always  been  a  stanch 
Republican,  .and  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C. 
Fremont,  who  was  the  first  candidate  of  that  par- 
ty for  the  Presidency.  He  has  never  seen  any 
good  reason  why  he  should  abandon  that  party 
which  has  alwaysj^acted  in  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  which  stands  nearer  to  the  people  to-day 
than  any  other.  As  a  citizen,  Dr.  Scofield  h.as  al- 
ways held  the  respect  and  good-will  of  his  neigh- 
bors, and  has  ever  been  ready  to  advocate  and  give 
of  his  means  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives.  He  served  for  eleven 
years  upon  the  City  Council  where  he  now  lives, 
and  was  President  of  the  School  Board  where  he 
formerly  resided,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Washing- 
ton City  School  Board,  and  was  the  prime  mover  in 
the  organization  of  the  Washington  free  public 
library. 


AMUEL  B.  COULTER,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  upon  section  21,  Washing- 
ton Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Lancaster 
Count}',  Pa.,  born  April  2,  1826,  and  is 
the  son  of  Hugh  and  Ann  (Ross)  Coulter.  He  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
and  in  1844  came  with  them  to  this  county.  He 
was  married,  Sept.  2,  1856,  to  Miss  Catherines. 
Robison,  a  native  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
born  Feb.  12,  1826.  Her  father,  John  D.  Robison, 
was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  but  came  to 
America  when  seven  years  old.  He  was  killed  by 
a  falling  tree  while  cutting  timber  in  Ohio,  in  1860. 
Her  mother,  Mary  (Lauder)  Robison,  was  born  in 
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New  York,  and  was  of  Scotch  parentage.  She  died 
May  4,  IHGG.  The}'  were  tlie  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Jane,  wife  of 
II.  D.  Titus,  of  Wnsliington  Count}-;  Catherine  S. ; 
Mary  L.,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio;  Agnes  I.,  of  this 
county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coulter  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Klla  L.,  the  wife  of  George  E.  Finney, 
living  near  Mansfield,  Ohio;  Isabel,  the  wife  of 
Madison  J.  Orr,  of  this  county;  Anna  l^Iay,  blind, 
graduated  from  the  Iowa  College  for  the  Blind 
June  9,  1886,  and  resides  at  home;  Lucy  M.,  Ross 
L.,  John  R.  and  Kttie  E..  are  also  at  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Coulter  are  members  of  the  Associate 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington,  Mr.  Coulter 
being  at  present  one  of  its  Ruling  Elders,  a  position 
he  has  occupied  for  twelve  3'ears.  In  the  work  of 
the  Church  he  has  alwaj's  taken  an  active  interest, 
and  is  ever  read}'  to  do  his  part  in  sustaining  the 
cause.  He  is  also  a  strong  Prohiljitionist,  hisinllu- 
ence  always  being  in  favor  of  an  enforcement  of 
the  law.  His  home  farm  consists  of  130  acres  of 
land  two  miles  soutli  of  Washington.  It  is  well- 
improved  and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
As  a  citizen,  he  is  willing  to  do  his  part  in  all  things 
tending  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
t}'.  Few  citizens  of  Washington  County  enjoy  the 
respect  of  those  who  know  them  to  a  greater  degree 
than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Coulter. 

R.  HERMAN  LINDNER,  a  resident  of 
Riverside,  was  born  March  o,  1827,  in 
Breslau,  (Jerman}'.  His  parents  died  when 
he  was  an  infant,  and  his  uncle,  Karl 
Ossess,  cared  for  liiin  until  he  was  able  to  earn  a 
living.  A  small  patrimony  being  left  from  the 
paternal  estate  was  suflicient  to  educate  our  subject, 
who  in  both  classics  and  medicine  was  educated  in 
Breslau.  He  was  also  a  leader  in  forcing  the  Jews 
out  of  the  city,  as  their  presence  had  become 
unbearable.  He  continued  his  studies  until  1846, 
when  the  war  between  P(jlaud  and  Prussia  broke 
out,  and  he  took  charge  of  a  regiment  of  Poles  and 
fought  against  the  Pi'ussian  Government. 

When  the  new  cry  for  lil)erty  was  raised  in  1848, 
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our  subject  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond.  Leav- 
ing his  college,  March  Ui  of  that  year  (having 
allied  himself  with  the  socialistic  party),  he  was 
sent  to  Berlin  to  purchase  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  was  successfully  done,  and  they  were  safely 
delivered  to  the  men  who  were  anxious  to  obtain 
freedom.  He  fought  during  that  revolution,  and 
for  four  and  a  half  years  was  engaged  in  military 
duty.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  celebrated  battles 
of  I{adstadt  and  Wakhensel,  where  he  received 
from  King  I-'rederick  William  I"\',  a  medal  for 
bravery.  In  1 850  his  regiment  was  sent  to  .Sleswick- 
Ilolstein,  when  at  the  l)attle  of  Freichburg  he  re- 
ceived two  other  medals  from  his  Sovereign  for 
braver}',  and  also  received  several  wounds,  which 
made  him  a  pensioner,  and  the  medals,  yet  in  his 
possession,  would,  were  he  a  citizen  of  Germany, 
entitle  him  to  a  liberal  pension.  The  Doctor  carries 
many  scars  of  honorable  warfare ;  a  saber  cleft  his 
scalp  from  ear  to  ear,  and  a  bullet  in  the  shoulder 
and  one  in  tlie  leg,  were  received  in  the  same  battle. 

After  his  term  of  service  expired  the  Doctor  was 
graduated  in  medicine,  and  in  18.")3  came  to  New 
York,  where  lie  practiced  liis  profession  for  some 
time,  and  in  Newburg,  that  State,  was  married,  in 
18.i4,  to  Jliss  Johanna  I'fannsbecker,  also  a  native 
of  Germany.  They  removed  to  Morris,  111.,  in 
1858,  and  thence  to  Chicago,  111.  Thence  the 
Doctor  removed  to  Marshalltown.  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  until  his  location  in  Muscatine,  I  iwa,  in 
1874.  In  1S81,  diplitberia  broke  out  in  a  virulent 
form  at  Nichols,  and  the  demands  upon  him  for 
professional  services  were  so  many  tliat  lie  was 
induced  to  make  Nichols  his  home,  and  from  there 
he  came  to  the  pleasant  village  of  Riverside,  in 
1883.  Our  subject  has  a  large  an<l  '.iicr;itive  prac- 
tice in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  and  his  excellent 
education  and  accomplishments  have  given  him  a 
large  success  in  the  healinig  art.  His  medicines  are 
kept  in  stock,  and  his  medical  library  is  practically 
complete. 

The  Doctor  and  iiis  wife  have  no  natural  heirs, 
but  have  an  ado|)ted  daughter.  P:uiliiia,  now  the 
wife  of  Theodore  Hroermaii,  a  cigar  manufacturer 
of  What  Cheer.  Iowa.  Dr.  Lindner  has  written 
some  inanuscri|)ts  on  various  medical  topics, among 
which  is  a  treatise  ou   "Dust  and    Disease,"    which 
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theoreticall3'  explains  the  cause  and  cure  of  that 
dreail  disease  consumption,  which,  if  rightly  under- 
stood by  medical  men,  would  result  in  the  saving 
of  many  valuable  lives.  The  lengthy  experience 
of  Dr.  Lindner  h.as  given  him  an  enviable  position 
in  the  profession,  and  as  a  gentlem.an  of  education 
and  honor  we  present  him  to  the  people  of  Wash- 
ington County. 


#"# 


_,,..  LEXANDER  11.  HIINTIER,  deceased,  re- 
W/uW    sided  on   section    34,    Oregon    Township, 


wliere  he  owned  ninety  .acres  of  land  in 
a  high  st.ate  of  cultivation.  He  was  born 
in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  9,  1820,  and  \Yas 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Jlintier,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Ohio.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  re- 
ceived sucii  education  as  he  could  in  the  common 
schools.  While  still  engaged  in  work  upon  the 
farm,  the  dark  war  cloud  which  had  so  long  settled 
over  tlie  country  burst,  and  the  two  sections  of  the 
country  became  engaged  in  fratricidal  war.  Proc- 
lamation followed  proclamation  from  President 
Lincoln,  and  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  North  must 
go  forth  to  put  down  the  most  gigantic  rebellion 
that  ever  existed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  heeded  the  call  of  the 
President,  and  in  August,  1862.  enrolled  himself  as 
a  soldier  in  Co.  I,  2.5th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  the  varic>us  battles, 
sieges  and  campaigns  in  which  the  regiment  partici- 
pated, Mr.  Mintier  was  always  in  line;  he  never 
shirked  his  duty,  and  was  ever  faithful  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  his  superior  officers.  He  was 
in  the  battles  of  Ark.ansas  Post,  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  the  battles  of  Tuscumbia,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold,  Resaca,  Kennesaw 
Mountain,  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  finally,  with 
Sherman  in  his  march  to  the  sea,  and  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington  on  the  24th  of  May,  186.0. 
On  receiving  his  disch.irge,  he  returned  home  and 
resumed  his  occupation  as  a  farmer. 

Mr.  Mintier  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  26th 
of  April,  18.59,  in  Washington  County,  Iowa,  to 
Margaret  Crawford,    the  daughter  of    James  and 


Mary  (Strain)  Crawford,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  She  was 
born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in  1 835.  They  were 
blessed  with  four  children :  James  H.  married  Anna 
Auld,  and  they  have  one  child,  Jennie  L. ;  Robert 
P.  resides  at  home,  as  does  also  Rose  J.  and  John 
H.  Mr.  Mintier  died  in  1878,  and  was  mourned 
alike  by  family  and  friends.  He  was  a  good  citizen, 
one  who  was  ever  ready  to  do  his  duty  in  .all  things 
which  he  saw  to  be  right,  and  was  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  most  loving  hus- 
band and  affection.ate  father,  and  by  all  his  memory 
will  ev£r  be  kept  green.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  lived  not  only  up 
to  the  doctrine  and  te.achings  of  the  Church,  but 
p.atterned  his  life  closely  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Savior  of  men.  His  widow  and  all  the  children 
are  also  members  of  the  same  church.  She  resides 
with  her  three  youngest  children  on  the  home  farm, 
which  is  well  cared  for  .and  kept  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation. 


\f]OHN  F.  ROYER,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  section  33,  Lime  Creek  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  June 
26,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Han- 
nah (Rice)  Royer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1848.  He  was  an  energetic,  industrious  man, 
and  took  a  lively  interest  in  all  public  affairs. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children  :  Elizabeth 
A.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Sharon,  a  farmer  in  Chester 
County.  Pa.;  David,  a  farmer  in  Humboldt  Coun- 
ty, Iowa;  .John  F.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
mother  was  again  married,  to  John  Barger,  in  1853. 
In  1840,  Mr.  Barger  was  editor  of  the  Philadelphia 
Morning  Sun,  but  in  1857  he  removed  to  Washing- 
ton County,  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1882. 
In  1883  Mrs.  Barger  died.  She  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  took  a 
great  interest  in  her  family,  giving  each  of  her  chil- 
dren a  good  common-school  education. 

John  F.  Royer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  worked 
on  a  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools    until 
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he  was  eisjhteeii  years  of  age,  when,  in  1804,  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  A,  25th  Iowa  \o\.  Inf.  With  Sher- 
man he  took  part  in  tlie  liattle  at  Resaca,  Ga..  anil 
participated  in  thirteen  battles  of  the  wav.  He  was 
in  all  tlie  engajjenients  of  liis  regiment,  including 
Chickasaw  Baj-ou,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Lookont 
Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  Ringgold;  with 
Sherman  on  his  march  to  sea,  and  in  the  last  battle 
of  the  war,  at  Bentonville,  N.  C,  after  wliicli  it 
went  to  Washington  City  and  took  part  in  the 
grand  review,  and  was  afterward  mustered  out,  .June 
6,  1865.  Mr.  Roj'er  offered  himself  for  oiiiistmcnt 
in  the  7lli  Iowa  Infantry',  but  was  not  accepted, 
and  returned  home,  where  he  remained  until  1KG4, 
when  he  enlisted  in  tlie  2.')th  and  went  to  the  fniut. 
He  saw  eighteen  months'  hard  service  in  the  field, 
and  among  all  those  who  fought  to  save  the  l^nion 
none  were  more  brave  nor  faithful  than  -John  F. 
Royer. 

Returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Ro^er  made  his 
home  with  his  mother  and  step-father  until  Aug. 
19,  1S(;7,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Marian  .1.  Stagner,  born  in  Washington  County, 
Iowa.  Dee.  28,  1849.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  A.  (Hciglcr)  Stagner,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Marylaud,  .•uid  were  early  .settlers  of  this 
county.  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Royer  are  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Maggie  E.,  born  Feb.  9,  1868; 
Charles  M.,  Aug.  21,  1S70;  Hannah  M.,  Sept.  7, 
1872;  William  B.,  Oct.  23,  1876;  Carrie  I.,  Aug. 
19,  1879;  Samuel  1).,  born  May  20,  1882,  died  Jan. 
28,  1884.  Mrs.  Royer's  parents  are  residents  of 
English  River  Township.  About  twelve  years 
since,  Mr.  Roj'er  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  at 
which  he  has  worked  in  connection  with  farming. 
He  has  a  neat  farm  of  twenty-one  acres,  all  under 
cultivation.  I'olitically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
member  of  Ed.  Hamlin  I'ost  No.  112,  G.  A.  R. 


i^  UGH  COULTER  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  July  24.  1791.  There  he 
grew  to  manhood,  was  e<lucated  in  the 
common  schools,  and  in  early  life  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  farming.     He  was  mar- 


ried, JIarch  20,  1817,  to  Ann  Ross,  who  w.a^  born 
in  Chester  C'ounty,  Ra.,  Feb.  5,  1792.  They  were 
tlie  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  lOli/.abeth  J.,  the  widow  of  .Samuel  McClns- 
ke3%  now  of  Sherman  County,  Kan.;  James  II.,  of 
Carroll  County,  HI.;  Samuel  1!.  and  Abraham  W., 
of  this  county:  Hannah  .^I.,  the  wife  of  Hugh  Wil- 
son, of  \'an  Buren  County,  Iowa;  Margaret  B.,  the 
wife  of  William  W.  Twinaiu.  of  Pawnee  County, 
Nel). ;  11.  Jackson,  who  enlisted  in  the  11th  Iowa 
Infantry,  in  Company  F,  serving  four  years,  and 
participating  in  the  various  engagements  of  the 
regiment,  now  resides  in  Adams  County.  Iowa. 

In  1835  the  f.amily  emigrated  to  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1.S44,  and  then 
came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  where  John  R. 
Coulter  die<l  in  1850.  The  jilace  upon  which  he 
located  was  wild  prairie,  and  Mr.  Coulter  was  the 
first  to  settle  so  far  from  the  limber.  The  farm  is 
now  owned  by  Samuel  R.  Coulter.  Mr.  Hugh 
Coulter  (lied  F«b.  7,  18G9,  .'ind  Mrs.  Coulter  died 
April  4,  1867.  The_v  were  memliers  of  the  Associ- 
ate Presbyterian  Church.  Politically,  .Mr.  Coulter 
was  m  early  life  a  Democrat,  but  differing  with  his 
party  on  the  slaveiy  (piestion,  he  became  a  Free- 
soiler  and  afterward  a  Republican. 


♦f^^* 


f~j\  B.   STORY,   Postmaster   of  Wellinan. 
/  native  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  born 
20,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  -M.  I),  and  . 


/^\  B.   STORY,   Postmaster   of  Wellinan.   is  a 
'  T^       1-1!     -■.    ...X..  ,,1  .•     1 Sept. 

Anna 

(Ingrain)  Storj'.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  continued  in 
farm  work  until  Nov.  2,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  I,  13th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  soon  after  entering 
the  service  was  taken  sick  with  the  measles  and  lay 
in  a  hospital  thirty  days,  then  came  home  on  a  fur- 
lough and  remained  sixty  days.  He  reported  for 
duty  while  the  regiment  was  at  .Sliiloh,  and  went 
with  it  to  Corinth.  He  was  there  ordered  b.ack  to 
Quincy,  III.,  and  sent  to  the  hospitiil.  where  he  re- 
mained until  Octol)er,  1862,  when  he  was  discharged 
for  disability  and  returned  to  his  home.  On  re- 
turning home  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
in  which  occupation  he  continued  until  July  1, 
1879,  when   he   took  a  contract  for  carrying  the 
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mail  from  Washington  to  AViiidh.am,  in  Johnson 
County,  Iowa,  and  continued  in  tliat  business  for 
six  3'ears.  In  Februarj',  1886,  he  was  a|)polnted 
Postmaster  at  WeUman.  and  is  yet  in  the  diseliarge 
of  tiic  duties  of  the  olliee,  in  connection  with  a  res- 
taurant. 

On  the  18th  of  Februar}',  1864,  Mr.  Storj'  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marian  Beatty,  a 
native  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  born  .Tan.  29, 
18U.  The\'  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Wilber  L.,  born  Feb.  11,  1865;  Nora,  born  Nov. 
19,  1866,  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Reasman; 
Bird,  born  M.ay  27,  1871.  Mrs.  Story  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  S.  and  Mahala  (Heath)  Beatty.  Her 
father  died  April  6,  1885,  and  her  mother  is  now 
making  her  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Story.  Their 
son  Wilbur  is  a  telegrai)h  operator  in  Pi)ttawatta- 
niie  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Story  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Wellman,  and  is  well  esteemed 
by  all.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  and 
Wvi  G.  A.  R. 


♦^t>-^:»s3*i;^^>^5^-«fe-* 
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AMES  H.  AlILD,  Recorder  and  Township 
Clerk  of  Brighton,  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Pa.,  on  the22d  of  October,  1825,  at 
the  old  red  tavern  at  Brownsville.  His 
father,  James  Auld,  was  born  on  a  vessel  in  1792, 
wdiile  his  parents  were  on  their  wa}'  from  Ireland  to 
this  country.  He  married  Catherine  Grove,  who 
was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  in  1796.  Mr. 
Auld  began  life  as  a  merchant,  but  having  failed, 
purchased  the  old  red  tavern,  near  Brownsville, 
where  he  continued  for  some  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Auld  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children  who  lived 
to  maturity,  and  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Han- 
nah, the  widow  of  David  Cauffman,  now  resides  in 
Peoria,  111. ;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Jonas  Kelsy,  of 
Perry  County,  Ohio;  Adeline  is  the  wife  of  Austin 
Nickson,  of  Peoria,  111.;  Elizabeth  was  married  to 
J.  G.  Jobes,  of  Golden,  Cal. ;  Catherine  is  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Lida,  now  of  Champaign  County, 
111.  Mr.  Auld  died  in  1831  and  Mrs  Auld  in 
1871. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  receiving  a  liberal  education.     On 


^ 


the  death  of  his  father,  in  1831,  when  he  was  but 
six  years  of  age,  he  was  given  in  charge  of  a 
brother-in-law,  and  when  ten  years  old  went  with 
him  to  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  where  lie  remained 
until  he  was  thirteen  years  old.  He  then  r.au  away, 
and  subsequently  bound  himself  with  a  man  to 
le.arn  the  chair-making  business.  He  remained  with 
him  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  same  business,  remaining 
there  until  1845.  He  then  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
which  he  thought  would  be  a  good  place  to  work, 
and  there  learned  the  painter's  trade. 

Returning  to  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  September, 
1848,  Mr.  Auld  was  united  in  marriage  in  Cham- 
paign Count}',  with  Miss  Hannah  Thompson,  who 
was  born  in  Martinsbnrg,  Va.,  Nov.  25,  1825.  In 
the  spring  of  1849,  be  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  and  located  in  Brighton,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Jlere  he  first  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  chairs,  forming  a  partnership  with  W.  G.  Israel, 
and  continuing  in  that  trade  for  twelve  years,  of 
which  he  was  a  pioneer.  He  traded  this  property 
for  a  sawmill  in  Clay  Township,  and  in  1860  was 
elected  Assessor  for  Brighton  Township.  He  has 
filled  the  office  of  Recorder  since  1871.  He  has  also 
served  as  Mayor  of  the  village.  Mr.  Auld  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  for  the  past 
fifteen  years  has  been  Secretary  of  the  lodge  in 
Brighton.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
both  Subordinate  Lodge  and  Encampment,  and  has 
filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  first  named,  and  has  also 
represented  the  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Auld  ai'e  the  parents  of  seven  liv- 
ing ciiildren:  Sarah  E.,  the  wife  of  R.  E.  Kegan,  of 
Brighton;  James  R.,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa;  Aden  W., 
a  painter  residing  in  Brighton ;  Amy,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Rich,  of  Eldon,  Iowa;  Rose  L.,  the  wife  of 
G.  O.  Dodge,  of  Davenport;  Colonel  L.,  conductor 
on  the  Central  Iowa  Railway;  Mattie,  the  wife  of 
William  Mygatt,  of  Bay  View  Station,  near  Milwau- 
kee, Wis.  In  politics,  Mr.  Auld  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  in  early  life  was  a  Whig,  casting  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Zacharj-  Taylor.  In  the  local 
difficulty  in  South  English  during  the  war,  in  which 
some  of  the  citizens  of  that  vicinity  expressed 
themselves  as  being  strongly  opposed  to  the  war, 
and  proposed  to  resist  the  draft,  several  companies 
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were  organized  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
Govenmient  in  maintaining  order.  In  one  of  these 
companies  Mr.  Auld  was  first  a  Sergeant  and  after- 
ward a  Lieutenant. 


-^ 


i' 


ANDERSON,  Cashier  of  the  Washington 
fuf.  County  Savings  Bank,  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  county  since  18.51,  coming  here 
with  his  parents  when  young.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Jefferson  t'uunly,  Ohio,  horn  Jan.  !),  IS4I. 
His  father,  Jolm  T.  Anderson,  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  his  mother  of  West  \'irginia.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  His  literar}'  education  was  ol>tained 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  his 
commercial  education  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Com- 
mercial Collei^e.  In  1803  he  left  his  father's  farm, 
and  embarkeil  in  the  stock  and  grain  business  at 
Ainsworth,  wliere  he  continued  to  reside,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  trade  for  twenty  years.  He 
first  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  C.  Lucke^',  which 
was  continued  for  three  years  under  the  firm  name 
of  Luckey  A-  Anderson,  after  which  he  .associated 
with  himself  J.  S.  McClelland,  and  embarked  in  the 
general  mercantile  trade.  This  copartnership  con- 
tinued but  one  .year,  when  Mr.  McClelland  retired, 
and  a  partnership  was  formed  with  S.  A.  ^^'hite, 
and  for  about  fifteen  years  the  firm  of  Anderson 
&  White  was  the  leading  one  in  the  village  of  Ains- 
worth. It  was  only  dissolved  ^on  account  of  the 
election  of  Mr.  White  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  the 
county,  and  his  removal  to  Washington.  In  1883, 
having  been  offered  the  position  of  Assistant  Cash- 
ier in  the  Wjishington  County  Savings  Bank,  Mr. 
Anderson  sold  his  store  in  Ainsworth  aiul  moved 
to  Washington  to  assume  the  duties  of  that  ollice. 
In  1884  he  was  promoted  by  the  Directors  of  the 
institution  Cashier,  which  position  he  yet  holds. 

Mr.  Anderson  and  Miss  Martha  Stretch  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Muscatine  County,  Iowa, 
Aug.  31,  18G9.  Two  children  came  to  bless  their 
union,  Marion  F.  and  George  Jay,  the  latter  of 
whom  is  deceased.  During  his  residence  in  Ains- 
worth there  was  probably  no  man  who  did  more  to 
build  up  the  place,  and  to  him  is  due  much  of  the 
■^ 


credit  for  the  fine  school  building  and  excellent 
scliools  of  that  place.  Since  his  renmval  to  W.ash- 
ington  he  has  been  just  as  active  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  latter  place,  and  much  of  the  credit 
is  due  him  for  the  excellcTit  showing  of  tli.e  Savings 
Bank. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Anderson  is  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  his 
wife  is  also  a  member.  He  is  also  a  niember  of 
the  Masonic  fraternit}',  both  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
of  Cj'rus  Chapter,  U.  A.  M.  Coming  to  this  count}' 
a  youth  of  sixteen,  he  has  been  thoroughly  identi- 
fied with  it  for  a  period  of  thirty'  years,  and  in 
every  position  of  honor  and  trust  which  he  has 
been  called  ui)on  to  liU,  he  has  been  faithful  to  the 
letter,  and  now  nunil)ers  among  his  friends  a  host  of 
the  good  people  of  Wiishington  County. 


'yf/OSIAH  JAMES,  wagon-maker,  Brighton,  was 
born  in  Hardin  County,  Ohio,  .\pril  28, 
1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Josiah  and  I'riscilla 
(Richards)  James,  who  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  living:  Elijali,  of  Henry 
County,  Iowa;  Margaret,  wife  of  E.  C.  Upton,  of 
Henry  County,  loVva,  and  Josiah.  His  father  died 
in  Ohio,  in  1839,  and  his  mother  subseipiently 
married  William  Rogers,  and  in  1847  moved  to 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  liy  the  last  union  she  had 
four  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living: 
Melissa,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Beaver,  of  Henry  Count}', 
Iowa.  Thomas;  .Sarah,  who  married  Oliver  Shutes, 
and  Rebecca,  who  married  John  Berry,  are  de- 
ceased. His  mother  died  in  Henry  County  about 
1880. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  great  Rebellion,  enlisted  in 
Co.  E,  1st  Iowa  Vol.  Cav.,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Burlington,  where  they  remained  a 
short  time  and  were  then  sent  to  Missouri  after  the 
rebel  (Jeneral,  Price.  Before  the  expiration  of  his 
three  years'  service,  Mr.  James  re-enlisted,  and  re- 
ceived a  veteran  furlough  of  thirty  days,  which  he 
improved  by  coming  home.  Returning  to  camp, 
he  was  with  the  regiment  in  all  its  engagements 
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and  oampaigns  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
mustered  out  .at  Austin,  Tex.,  and  discharged  at 
Davenport,  Iowa.  On  receiving  his  discharge,  he 
returned  to  Henry  Count}',  Iowa,  and  subsequently 
went  to  Warren  County,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  wiigon-m.aker.  While  on  his  veteran  furlough, 
in  1864,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Martha  .1.  Nason,  a  native  of  Henry  County,  Iowa. 
By  this  union  there  .are  four  children — Mary  Belle, 
Charley  D.,  Edgar  E.  and  Wilbur  A. 

Mr.  James  came  to  this  county  in  1875,  and 
located  in  Dutch  Creek  Township,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1878,  when  he  moved  to 
West  Chester  and  worked  at  his  trade  four  years, 
going  thence  to  Lexington,  in  Cedar  Township, 
where  he  remained  one  year  on  a  farm.  He  then 
3  settled  in  Brighton,  and  h.as  since  continued  to  re- 
side there,  eug.aged  in  his  trade  of  wagon-making. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  .and  in  politics  is 
a  Republican. 


JO.SHUA  STINCHCOMB,  residin 
16,  Lime   Creek   Township,  is 
prominent  farmers  and  stock-r? 
township.     He  was  born  in  Fay« 


O.SHUA  STINCHCOMB,  residing  on  section 

one    of    the 
aisers  of  the 

Pa.,  Sept.  23,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  John  O. 
and  Sarah  (Hoswell)  Stinchcomb,  both  natives  of 
Maryland,  the  former  born  March  3,  1782,  and  the 
latter  Aug.  13,  1783.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living : 
Washington,  a  resident  of  Canton,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  a  machinist  by  trade;  Margaret  is  the  widow 
of  William  Duer,  and  a  resident  of  Smith  County, 
Kan. ;  Achsah,  the  widow  of  George  Rose,  is  a  res- 
ident of  Morgan  County,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  the 
widow  of  Isaac  Leasure,  is  a  resident  of  Morrison, 
111.  The  family  removed  from  Maryland  to  Penn- 
sylvania about  the  year  1820,  and  in  that  State  Mr. 
Stinchcomb  rented  a  farm  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer  until  1834,  when  he  moved  to 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  and  bought  ninety  acres  of 
land,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  March  28, 
1873.  He  was  a  very  liberal  man,  kind  and  gen- 
,  erous  to  his  family.  He  had  followed  school- 
er teaching  in  Maryland  for  thirteen  years,  and   was  a 


pioneer  of  Maine,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio;  he 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  wife  died  Dec.  12, 
1860.     She  was  a  good,  pious  woman. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  the 
farm  and  .attending  the  common  school  of  his  day, 
continuing  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
His  first  work  was  the  scoring  and  hewing  of  timber, 
and  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  about  two 
years,  and  then  was  employed  in  a  mill,  which  oc- 
cupation he  followed  three  years,  and  then  went 
back  to  the  carpenter  work  and  continued  at  it  two 
years  in  Ohio,  or  until  the  fall  of  1856,  when  he 
came  to  Iowa,  teaching  school  in  the  winter  of 
1856-57,  and  then  following  carpentering  in  this 
State  until  the  spring  of  1862,  when  he  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  on  sections  10  and  15,  Lime 
Creek  Township,  and  devoted  his  entire  time  to 
farming.  He  added  to  his  origin.al  purchase  until 
he  owned  273  acres,  all  under  a  fine  state  of  culti- 
vation, with  all  necessary  farm  buildings.  In  the 
fall  of  1876  he  quit  farming  and  h.as  since  lived  a 
retired  life,  making  his  home  on  section  16,  Lime 
Creek  Township. 

Mr.  Stinchcomb  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Worm,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1852.  She  was  born 
Dec.  14,  1827,  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Ebert) 
Worm.  They  were  natives  of  Baltimore  County, 
Md.,  the  former  born  May  19,  1782,  and  the  latter 
April  2,  1787.  The  f.ather  died  Oct.  25,  1849, and 
the  mother  April  20, 1857.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children:  Catherine,  born  Dec.  27,  1803,  is 
the  widow  of  George  Sower,  and  is  yet  living  in 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio;  Mary,  born  May  14, 
1808,  is  the  widow  of  J.  Sowers;  Violet, born  Nov. 
5,  1813,  died  Jan  25,  1854;  Rachel  died  March  12, 
1806;  John  E.,  born  Aug.  7,  1816,  is  a  resident  of 
Fairfield  County,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  1, 
1819,  resides  in  Musking.um  County,  Ohio;  F.  H. 
A.,  born  Jan.  11,  1824,  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  in  Davis  County,  Iowa ;  Margaret  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Comfort  A.,  born  Dec.  20,  1830, 
died  Sept  12,  1849.  The  mother  w.as  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Stinchcomb  ai'e  the  parents  of  one 
child:  Sarah  E.,  born  Dec.  25.  1853,  and   now  the 


wife  of  A.   L.   Palmer,   a  farmer  in    Lime    Creek 
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Township.  Mr.  and  Jfrs.  S.  are  inembprs  of  tlio 
JletlKulist  Episcopal  C'liiircii.  He  iias  iield  vaiiiuis 
township  offices,  always  takes  a  pari  in  all  puijlic 
and  Cliiirfh  affair.s,  and  in  politics  is  a  liepulilican. 
Honest  and  upright  in  all  liis  dealings,  industrious 
and  energetic,  he  has  made  all  he  m>\v  has  with  no 
other  assistance  than  that  of  his  anuable  wife,  who 
shares  with  him  the  fruits  of  their   well-spent  life. 

JAMES  WILSON  COFFEY,  section  14,  Lime 
Creek  Township.  Among  the  highly-  re- 
spected citizens  of  Washington  Countj-  will 
be  found  the  subject  of  this  |>ersonal  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Pulaski  Count}',  Ky.,  May  10,  1.S22, 
and  is  the  son  of  Lewis  M.,  and  Delilah  (Turpiu) 
Cofife^',  the  former  a  native  of  Stokes  County,  Js.  C, 
born  in  1798,  and  the  latter  of  Pulaski  Count}',  K3^, 
born  in  1  HO'2.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children ; 
Nancy,  the  widow  of  Robert  Jones,  resides  in  Mor- 
gan County,  Ind. ;  J.  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  John  Cook  Bettie,  deceased; 
John  L..  a  fai-mer  in  Allen  County,  Kan.;  Moses 
T.,  a  farmer  in  Morgan  County,  Ind.;  Philip  B.,  a 
resident  of  Cass  County,  Mo. ;  Delilah,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  F.  JL  Hale,  of  Harrison  County, 
Mo. ;  Elizabeth  was  the  wife  of  James  Ready,  both 
deceased;  R.  W.,  a  farmer  in  Cumberland  County, 
111.;  Lewis  M.,  deceased.  The  family  left  Ken- 
tuck}'  in  the  fall  of  1827,  and  moved  to  Morgan 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  settled  upon  a  farm  of 
101  acres  and  made  that  their  home  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Coffey,  in  1844.  He  was  a  flatboat  pilot, 
and  each  year  would  take  a  load  of  produce  down 
the  river  to  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Coffey  was  an  in- 
dustrious man,  a  careful  manager,  and  one  who 
possessed  the  confidence  of  all  his  friends.  After 
her  husband's  dealli  Mrs.  Coffey  continued  to  make 
the  old  farm  in  Indiana  her  home  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1873,  at  the  .age  of  seventy-one 
years.  She  w.as  a  kind  mother,  and  one  who  took 
great  pride  in  her  children. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  uixm  the 
farm  and  in  attendance  upon  llie  common  schools 
until  the   age   of  thirteen,     lie   then  went  to  work 


upon  the  public  canal,  remaining  at  that  for  three 
years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1  s;kS  went  with  his 
father  to  New  Orleans,  and  afterward  made  one 
trip  each  year,  which  took  liieni  three  or  four 
months  each  time.  Between  limes  he  worked  upon 
his  father's  farm  until  1842,  when  the  cholera  broke 
out  and  they  abandoned  flatboating.  Mr.  Coffey 
was  married,  on  the  1  Ith  of  December,  1842,  to  .Miss 
Louisa  T.  Norman,"_a  native  of  Tennessee,  born 
June  23,  IX'2{J,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  A.  (Harrison)  Xornian.  the  former  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  ami  the  latter  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffey  are  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren: Lemuel  L.  M.,  born  March  (i,  1844, at  home; 
•John  T.,  born  May  23,  1847,  was  a  member  of  the 
27th  Jndiana  Infantrj'.  running  away  from  home  to 
defend  his^countr3''s  Bag,  and  is"  now  a  farmer  in 
Clatsop  County,  Ore.;  B.  F.,  born  Jan.  'iS,  1850, 
and  James  M.,  Sept.  30,  18,53,  are  farmers  in  Clat- 
sop County,  Ore. ;  Joseph  L.,  bornMa}'  19,  1856, 
is  a  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  B.  W.  Nicola  & 
Co.,  of  Wellman,  Iowa;  V.  II.,  born  May  30,  1858, 
is  a  clerk  in  a  (hy -goods  house  in  Astoria,  Ore.; 
P.  D.,  born  April  22,  1861,  and  Sar.ah  D.,  Feb.  11, 
1864,  are  at  home;  two;died  in  infancj'. 

After. our' subject  had^abandoned  the  river,  he 
turned  his  ^attention  exclusively ilto/farming,  and 
continued  to  live  in  .Morgan  County,  Ind.,  where 
his  children  were  all  born,  for  a  period  of  thirty- 
seven  year8,lor  until  the29th  of  October,  1864, 
when  he  loaded  his  family  into  a  wagon  and  started 
for  Lime  Creek  Townshii),  Washington  Co.,  Iowa. 
He  had  made  a  trip  to  this  county  in  1 863,  at  which 
time  he  decided  that  Iowa  was  the  pl.ace  for  him  to 
live.  After  his  arrival  on  Oct.  24,  1864,  he  bought 
148  acres  on  section  11,  Lime  Creek  Township, 
where  he  h.os  since  continued  to  reside.  He  has 
bought  and  sold  a  number  of  acres  since,  but  his 
farm  is  now  in  fine  condition,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  fenced  in  Lime  Creek  Township,  all  fenced  in 
20-jicre  fields. 

At  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  our  subject  he 
had  no  money  and  was  ^43  in  debt,  but  by  his  own 
industry  and  good  management  he  has  acquired  a 
fine  farm  and  enough  of  this  world's  goods  to  live 
comfortably  in  his  old  age.  He  has  held  various 
township  otllces,  w.as  Trejusurer  of  the  .School  Dis- 
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trict,  and  Treasurer  of  the  township.  He  is  held 
in  liigh  esteem  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  a  man 
who  takes  an  active  part  in  all  political  and  public 
affairs.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.  Politieaily,  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 


L^^U  COMPTON,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Pirighton,  is  a  retired  farmer.  He  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  Dec  29, 
1812,  and  is  a  son  of  Eli  and  Rebecca  Compton,  the 
former  a  native  of  South,  and  the  latter  of  North 
Carolina.  Eli  Compton  moved  from  his  native 
State  to  Ohio  in  1808,  in  company  with  his  parents, 
who  located  near  Dayton  on  the  Miami  River, 
where  his  father  improved  a  farm.  Rebecca  Reed 
moved  from  North  Carolina  in  1809,  in  company 
with  her  parents,  James  and  Mary  Reed,  who  set- 
tled near  Da3-ton.  They  were  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  Her  mother  died  Jan.  18,  1835,  and  her 
father,  Jan.  12,  1840.  Eli  Compton  and  Rebecca 
Reed  became  acquainted  with  each  other  after  their 
removal  to  Ohio,  and  were  there  subsequently  mar- 
ried. They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children : 
Samuel,  deceased;  Elihu,  the  subject  of  our  sketch; 
Martha,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  R.  Webb ; 
Rebecca  m.irried  William  Moore ;  and  both  are  now 
dead;  Nancy  married  James  Heath,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  James  and  Mary  died  in  infancy; 
Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  Peter  Kephart,  and  now 
resides  in  Allen  County,  Ohio. 

Elihu  Compton  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  When 
twelve  years  of  age,  his  father  having  been  engaged 
by  other  persons,  loaded  two  teams  with  goods  to 
trade  to  the  Indians,  one  of  which  was  placed  in 
Elilui's  charge.  This  was  at  the  time  a  treaty  was 
made  by  the  Government  with  the  Miami  and  Pot- 
tawatomie Indians  in  1826,  who  then  inhabited  the 
country  about  where  Wabash,  Ind.,  now  stands. 
With  these  Indians  Eli  Compton  traded,  the  sales 
being  effected  near  where  the  city  of  Wabash 
now  stands.  Our  subject  says  he  returned  to 
Wabash  in  1884,  but  could  scarcely  realize  the 
changes  that  had  been  made.  Gov.  Cass,  of  Mich- 
igan, was  one  of  the  Government  agents  at  the  time 
<• 


his  father  was  trading  with  the  Indians.  He  well 
remembers  seeing  Gov.  Cass  dressed  in  full  uni- 
form, and  thought  him  the  finest  looking  man  that 
he  ever  saw.  In  1826,  Elihu  was  engaged  in  driv- 
ing ox-teams,  hauling  produce  from  Dayton,  Ohio, 
to  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  He  continued  to  drive  oxen 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  his  father  bought 
horse-teams,  whicb  he  continued  to  drive  over  the 
same  country  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when 
he  commenced  farming.  Elihu  never  attended 
school  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age.  He 
then  entered  a  select  school,  where  he  remained 
about  seven  weeks.  This  was  all  the  education  he 
received  in  school,  but  by  reading  and  observa- 
tion, he  has  since  become  a  well-informed  man. 

In  December,  1836,  Mr.  Compton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Johnson,  a  native  of 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  born  May  2,  1812,  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Frances  Johnson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Mary- 
land. Seven  children  have  been  born  to  them: 
Francis  M.,  born  Dec.  2,  1837,  died  Sept.  5,  1843; 
Nancy  E.,  born  Feb.  6,  1840,  married  Joseph 
Smith,  and  died  Oct.  14,  1873;  Minerva  J.,  born 
Sept.  21,  1841,  died  Jan.  18,  185i);  Martha,  born 
May  18,  1843,  died  Aug.  25,  1846;  Johnson  R., 
born  June  1,  1845,  is  a  resident  of  Webster  City, 
Iowa;  Hannah  E.,  born  April  14,  1847,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Sarah  M.,  born  April  IG,  1851,  is  the  wife 
of  J.  I.  Isenhart,  of  Brighton,  Iowa.  The  chil- 
dren were  all  born  in  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  where 
the  family  lived  for  many  years.  The  first  land 
owned  by  Mr.  Compton  in  that  county  was  forty 
acres.  By  subsequent  purchase  he  secured  a  farm 
of  160  acres,  all  of  which  he  had  well  improved. 
The  first  cabin  that  he  built  was  of  round  poles  and 
was  placed  together  without  a  single  nail.  In  this 
cabin  the  family  lived  until  he  was  able  to  build  a 
better  house. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Compton  was  appointed  Postmaster 
of  Mercer,  Mercer  Co.,  Ohio,  receiving  his  com- 
mission from  James  K.  Polk,  and  iield  that  office 
for  six  years,  resigning  on  account  of  its  interfering 
with  his  farming.  He  was  also  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  for  twelve  years. 
In  1854  he  became  dissatisfied  with  his  residence  in 
that  county,  on  account  of  the  sulphur  in  the  water. 
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and  in  1855  sold  out  and  came  with  his  familj^  in  a 
spring  wagon  tu  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and 
bought  IGO  acres  of  laud  in  Clay  Township,  eighty 
acres  of  which  was  partiall3-  improved.  On  that 
farm  he  continued  to  reside  until  18G5,  when  he 
sold  out  and  purchsised  property  in  Brighton, 
where  he  iias  since  continued  to  reside.  He  has 
served  about  twent3'-tiiree  years  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  filled  other'couu- 
ty  and  township  (jfficcs,  scrving'witli  credit  to  him- 
self and  ills  constituents.  Mrs.  Conipton  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Churchj^andjhas  always  "taken 
great  interest;in  Churcli  work.  Few  men  are]l)etter 
known  or  more  universally  esteemed  than  .Squire 
Conipton. 


^^^IMROD  LEASE,  dealer  in  general  merchan- 
I  jjj  disc,  Crawfordsville,  was  born  in  Hainp- 
lk\,^  shire  County,  Ya.,  and  is  the  son  of  Ilenr^' 
and  Lydia  (Cadwallader)  Lease,  the  former  of 
German,  and  tlie  latter  of  Welsh  origin.  The 
family  emigrated  from  "N'irginia  directlj'  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  in  1850,  settling  in  the  then 
village  of  Washington.  By  trade,  Henry  Lease 
was  a  l)lacksmilti,  but  [lurchased  town  prcjperty  and 
lands  near  the  village,  to  which  his  attention  was 
given.  Seven  cliildren  accompanied  them  to  Wash- 
ington County:  Susan  E.,  the  wife  of  Jacol)  Siga- 
foos;  Mary  A.,  tlie  wife  of  Nelson  Long;  Phicbc  C, 
the  wife  of  Hodam  Thrasher;  Lj'dia  M.,  the  wife  of 
Edmund  Long,  a  lialf-brothcr  of  Nelson  Long; 
Henry  lu.irriod  Mary  Baker;  William  is  the  husband 
of  Ann  Foolan;  all  were  married  in  A'irginia.  Our 
subject,  tlie  youngest  ciiild,  then  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  was  the  only  one  unmarried.  Tlie  eldest 
son,  John,  had  preceded  this  small  colony,  and 
with  his  wife,  Harriet  A.  .Stewart,  had  settled  in 
this  count}'  in  184G.  Near  his  land,  the  Lease 
family  made  a  location,  where  they  continued  to 
reside  for  several  years.  The  mother  died  in  the 
autumn  of  18(i'),  .and  the  fallur  in  ISOll.  luilli  hav- 
ing lived  long  enough  to  see  a  large  family  iiiairii,il 
and  well  settled  in  life. 

Nimrod  Lease  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
thirtieth  j'ear,  when  his  marriage  with  Mary  A. 
Kurl2   was   celebrated.       Her   parents,    John    and 


Martha  Kurtz,  were  natives  of  Ohio,  who  emigrated 
tu  this  State  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Henry 
County,  where  they  remained  during  their  lives. 
They  brought  with  them  seven  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  residents  of  this  county — Mary  A. 
Lease,  Martha  A.  Long,  and  Henr}'  Kurtz,  a  far- 
mer of  Crawford  Township.  After  his  marriage  in 
1859,  Mr.  Lease  engaged  for  five  years  in  farming, 
at  that  lime  owning  a  large  amount  of  land  in 
Bremer  Count}',  Iowa.  Later  this  was  disposed  of, 
and  several  tracts  of  land  were  purch.-i.-icd  in  Craw- 
ford Township.  In  18G5  he  located  in  Crawfords- 
ville and  opened  a  general  store,  since  which  time 
he  has  continuousi}'  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
trade.  Twenty-two  years  of  an  active  business 
■life,  coupled  with  the  care  and  attention  in  person 
to  thJE  improvements  on  his  farm,  whit'h  has  been 
supplemented  by  various  other  enterprises,  have 
kept  his  mind  alert  and  brilliant;  at  the  .age  of  fifty- 
eight,  he  still  manages  in  a  UH'thoilical  way  the  larg- 
est business  conducted  b}-  any  man  in  the  village. 
The  first  creamery  operated  in  this  county  w.as 
built  by  Mr.  Lease  in  IfSTl),  and  has  been  umlcr  his 
management  and  in  successful  operation  to-day. 
It  has  a  capacit}'  of  1,000  pounds  per  day,  but  the 
average  product  has  been  for  some  time  about  250 
pounds.  Most  of  his  butter  is  sold  in  New  York 
and  Philjidciphia,  and  in  the  Eastern  markets  it  has 
always  found  a  ready  sale.  This  may  be  considered 
a  successful  venture,  having  been  so  long  conducted 
under  one  management,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  year,  without  loss.  The  second  year  a 
cheese  factory  was  added,  which  was  t)perated  for 
four  years,  during  which  lime  from  400  to  500 
pounds  of  cheese  were  manufactured  dail}'.  Mr. 
Lease  was  also  one  of  the  firm  composed  of  J.  W. 
Crawford,  U.  E.  Crawford,  J.  B.  Crawford,  N.  L. 
Long,  O.  H.  Schenck,  J.  B.  Crooks,  Joseph  Shep- 
herd, G.  T.  Auld,  D.  C.  Campbell  and  N.  Lease, 
who  erected  and  operated  for  two  years  a  canning 
factor}',  the  firetof  its  kind  in  the  county.  He  was 
also  a  large  shipper  of  eggs  for  two  years,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ilise  Bros,  it  Co.,  of 
Washington,  dealers  in  eggs  and  poultry,  from 
which  point  IIk\  have,  for  months,  sliipped  a  car- 
load of  eggs  i)cr  (lay.  He  was  one  of  tlie  first 
dealers  and  shippers  of  grain  from   Crawfordsville, 
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and  also  the  first  dealer  in  lumber  in  the  village, 
hauling  the  lumber  by  team  from  Ainswortii.  He 
also  enjoys  the  distinction  of  erecting  and  operat- 
ing the  first  livery  in  the  village,  and  yet  owns  the 
barn,  as  well  as  tlie_Iowa  House,  conducted  by  his 
son-in-law,  C.  A.  Paisley;  the  Central  House,  at 
Winfield,  is  also  his  property.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  Directors  of  the  Burlington  &  Northwestern 
Narrow  Gauge  Railway,'  and  [one  'of  its  stock- 
holders.  

Nine  childrenihave  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lease,  all  bornjn  this"county :  Margaret,  the 
wife  of  W.  M.  Welsh,  a  farmer  of! this  township; 
Susan  C,  ,the'>ife  of,  C.  A.  Paisley;  John  H., 
Emma,  Joe,  Nimrod,  Nellie,  Richard[and  William. 
Mr.  Lease  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
AVinneraack  Lodge  No.  44.5,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs,  and 
in  which  he  was  at  first  Past  Grand.  He  is  the 
present  Treasurer  of  the  lodge  and  has  helped  initiate 
every  member  made  by  the  order  in  this  lodge.  In 
all  public  enterprises  Mr.  Lease  has  shown  himself 
a  liberal  citizen,  and  with  his  family,  enjoys  the 
greatest  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides.  As  an  early  [settler  of  the  county,  and  one 
of  the  most  extensive  business  [men  of  his  town,  we 
are  pleased  to  accord;this][sketch  a  deserved  place 
in  the  Poktuait  and  Biographical  Albusi  of 
Washington  County,  Iowa. 


ELI  HUMPHREY,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Dutch  Creek  Township,  and  whose  portrait 
is  presented  on  the  opposite  page,  is  resid- 
ing on  section  1,  township  74  north,  of  range  9 
west,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  was  born  Jan.  11,  1812,  in  Berk- 
shire County,  Mass.,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijah  and 
Hannah  (Bartholomew)  Humphrey,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut.  In  1824,  the  family  moved 
to  Lorain  (bounty,  Ohio,  where  Elijah  Humphrey 
purchased  150  acres  of  land  and  resided  in  that 
county  until  his  death,  in  the  spring  of  1846.  He 
was  a  public-spirited  man,  influential  among  his 
neighbors,  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent,  and  a  use- 
ful member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife 
4* 


survived  him  some  twelve  years,  dying  in  1858. 
She  wjis  also  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  Eli 
being  the  only  son  now  living.  The  surviving 
daughters  are,  Harriet  J.,  who  married  James  Sher- 
man, now  deceased,  and  resides  at  Monticello, 
Minn.;  Parmelia,  who  married  Alvin  Messenger, 
now  deceased,  and  resides  near  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
The  deceased  are  Harry,  Sauford,  Norman,  Esther, 
Maria,  Elizabeth  B.,  Horatio,  Cordelia  and  Alfred. 
Maria  died  in  Ohio  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery 
near  Wellington ;  Elizabeth  B.  was  buried  in  Lorain 
Count}',  Ohio.  Horatio,  who  made  his  home  with 
his  brother  Eli  for  many  years,  and  who  was  greatly 
esteemed  for  his  many  good  qualities  of  head  and 
heart,  and  one  to  whom  Eli  was  greatly  attached, 
was  buried  in  the  Grace  Hill  Cemeterj',  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa;  Cordelia  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  near  Huntington,  Ohio;  Alfred  died  and 
was  buried  in  Oregon. 

When  nineteen  years  of  age  our  subject  com- 
menced life  for  himself,  and  being  an  expert  with 
the  ax,  commenced  clearing  timber  by  contract. 
On  the  21st  of  October,  1835,  he  was  united,  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucia  Snow,  who  was  born  Sept. 
5,  1814,  in  Portage  County,  Ohio.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Franklin  and  Lydia  (Alcott)  Snow, 
who  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  Lucia  being 
the  fifth  in  number.  Having  traded  for  land  in 
Jefferson  County,  where  the  city  of  Fairfield  now 
stands,  Mr.  Humphrey  went  with  his  family  to  that 
place  in  February,  1844.  He  made  the  trip  through 
by  land,  and  on  his  arrival  commenced  the  improve- 
ment of  the  place.  In  the  winter  of  1845,  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  home,  going  part  of  the  way  by 
water.  On  arriving  near  Grave  Creek,  Va.,  the  boat 
was  ice-bound,  and  Eli  purchased  an  old  "jumper" 
and  a  blind  horse,  with  which  to  make  the  rest  of 
the  journey  home.  Having  no  harness,  he  cut  some 
sticks  to  make  hames,  and  braided  rope  for  tugs, 
and  started  on  his  way.  On  arriving  at  his  brother's, 
his  little  nephew  was  sent  out  to  unharness  the 
horse,  but  was  unable  to  do  so,  not  having  a  very 
clear  idea  of  the  style  of  harness  which  his  uncle 
Eli  had  made.  Mr.  Humphrey  says  he  purchased 
the  old  horse  for  the  reason  that  he  heard  the  crops 
had  failed  in  that  part  of  Ohio  where  he  was  going, 
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so  he  thought  if  he  was  unable  to  obtain  feed,  he 
could  easily  kill  the  old  horse  and  get  him  out. of 
his  miser}'. 

In  1852  Mr.  Humphrey  made  a  triji  to  California, 
and  was  three  weeks  going  from  Fairfield  to  Uniaha. 
He  crossed  the  river  at  that  place  on  the  10th  of 
Ma}',  and  was  four  months  making  the  jouine}' 
across  the  plains.  He  remained  in  California  two 
years.  lu  1855  he  came  to  W.nshington  County 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  township  74  north, 
range  9  west,  lying  upon  the  north  side  of  Skunk 
River,  that  portion  now  attached  to  Dutch  Creek 
Township.  On  the  16th  of  May  of  that  year,  he 
moved  to  this  farm,  and  there  remained  until  1801, 
when  he  moved  to  his  present  place  of  residence. 
At  this  time,  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  had  just  com- 
menced, and  Mr.  Hnmphre}'  raised  a  company  of 
home  guards,  of  which  he  was  elected  Captain,  but 
when  he  offered  his  services  to  the  State  he  was 
rejected  on  account  of  his  age.  Abandoning  the 
idea  of  serving  his  country  in  the  field  he  returned 
to  his  farm  and  has  since  given  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  farming.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  728 
acres  of  land  in  this  township.  The  home  farm 
consists  of  400  acres.  The  improvements  upon  his 
farm  are  of  the  better  order,  there  being  a  good 
family  residence,  large  barn  and  other  out-buildings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humphrey  have  had  tiiree  children  : 
Henrietta,  born  Oct.  30,  1830,  married  EliasGritlith, 
and  died  May  16,  1872;  Julia  A.,  boru  Sept.  22, 
1839,  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Griffith,  of  Frank- 
lin Township; Edwin,  born  Dec.  2,  1841, died  Aug. 
3,  1876,  and  was  burled  in  Grace  Hill  Cemeter}'; 
he  was  a  bright  young  man,  and  his  death  was  a 
great  loss  to  the  old  couple.  j\Irs.  Humphrey  is  a 
well-preserved  woman,  and  is  now  in  her  seventy- 
thir<l  year.  She  is  quite  active,  and  insists  on  do- 
ing all  her  household  work.  In  her  maidenhood  she 
taught  school  a  number  of  terms.  Her  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  U'ar  of  1812,  and  died  about  1863, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Her  mother  died  in  1819. 
She  has  many  relics  which  were  left  by  her  parents, 
among  others,  a  quilt  that  she  has  had  for  sixt3'-eight 
years.  .Shortly  before  her  father's  death,  he  made  a 
cabinet,  consisting  of  as  many  drawers  as  there  were 
States  in  the  I'nion.  This  cabinet  he  presented  to 
President  Lincoln,   the   receipt  of  which  the  I'resi- 
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dent  acknowledged  in  very  graceful  terms.  This 
letter  is  also  preserved  among  the  relics.  Mrs. 
Humphrey  has  yet  living  a  half-sister,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Lewis,  now  residing  in  Oberlin,  Ohio.  Her  sister, 
Mrs.  Rebecca  .Squire,  died  Aug.  11,  1887. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Humphrey  observed  their  golden 
wedding  Oct.  21.  1885,  an  occasion  which  was  re- 
membered by  a  number  of  their  friends,  a  very 
pleasant  and  sociable  time  being  had.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Ohio,  Mr.  Humphrey  served  in  the  State 
Militia,  and  filled  all  the  offices  from  Sergeant  to 
Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment.  -Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Humphrey'  have  each  passed  their  threescore  j'ears 
and  ten  of  life.  That  they  m.ay  live  to  enjoy  many 
more  years  of  a  life  of  usefulness,  is  the  sincere 
desire  of  all  who  know  them. 


'BEL  MERRITT  GARDNER  is  a  native 
W/lM  of  Ohio,  born  in  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Anna  (Merritt)  Gardner,  the 
former  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter 
of  Marj'Iand.  .  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  edu- 
cated in  the  i)ublic  schools.  In  1851  he  emigrated 
to  Fulton  County,  111.,  where  he  workeil  on  a  farm 
for  an  uncle  until  August,  1852,  when  he  removed 
to  Washington  Count}-,  Iowa,  and  settled  upon 
section  12,  Seventy-Six  Township,  where  he  bought 
100  acres  of  raw  land,  which  he  improved  and 
wiiere  ho  continued  to  reside  until  1804,  when  he 
sold  out  and  bought  ninety  acres  on  section  8,  Ce- 
dar Township,  where  he  still  continues  to  reside. 
He  h.as  adde<l  by  subsequent  purchase,  until  he  has 
now  370  acres  of  fine  land,  all  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Susan 
Martin,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  William 
and  Anna  (Conway)  Martin,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Virginia,  l-'ive  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Charles  Commodore,  now  living  on  the 
home  farm;  William  Porter,  now  residing  in  Well- 
man,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine;  JLar}' 
Fallen,  the  wife  of  Emmett  Kirkendall,  now  in  Col- 
orado; John  Stewart  died  May  9,  1868,  aged  four 
years;  Frank  Pearl,  .aged  si.\teen,  is  at  home.  Mr. 
Gardner  and  wife  are  members   of  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Clmreh.  Politiciilly,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  as  a  temperance  man,  favors  prohibition.  Like 
many  others  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Mr.  Gardner  came  here  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances, but  by  industry  and  economy  he  has 
acquired  a  competency,  and  so  far  as  material 
wealth  is  concerned,  has  nothing  to  fear  for  the  fu- 
ture. He  is  a  No.  1  farmer,  keeps  everything 
about  him  in  good  shape,  and  is  making  a  specialty 
of  stock-raising',  having  a  high  grade  of  Norman 
and  Clydesdale  horses. 

^*^  AYID  CRAWFORD,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  on  section  3.5,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, and  is  the  owner  of  244  acres  of  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
born  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  13,  1832,  and  is 
the  son  of  David  and  Rebecca  (Bogle)  Crawford, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York,  and  of  English 
descent,  the  latter  a  native  of  Penns3'lvania,  and 
of  Irish  descent.  They  came  to  this  county  in  1 844, 
and  settled  in  Oregon  Township  on  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  our  subject,  where  they  remained  till 
their  death;  the  father  drying  in  1872,  aged  eighty- 
one  years,  and  the  mother  in  1875,  aged  seventy- 
three.  They  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  in  1844,  at  which  time  he  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  has  been  a  life-long  farmer.  He  was  married  in 
this  county.  May  27,  18.56,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Porter, 
daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  Porter.  She  was 
born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  in  1837.  They  reared 
a  family  of  eleven  children:  William,  who  married 
Mary  Wilcox,  now  resides  in  Kansas;  they  have 
two  children — Roy  and  Maud.  Emma,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  J.  Nicholson,  and  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren— May  and  Grace;  John  A.,  Edward  F.,  James 
O.,  Clara,  George,  Fred  and  Frank  (twins),  Alva 
B.  and  Ralph. 

For  almost  half  a  century  Mr.  Crawford  has 
been  a  resident  of  Washington  County,  and  is  there- 
fore entitled  to  a  place  among  those  who  are  truly 
pioneers,  men  who,  like  John  the  Baptist,  came  to 


prepare  the  way,  to  make  the  rough  places  smooth, 
that  those  who  come  after  them  may  be  able  to  en- 
joy the  advantages  that  were  denied  the  earliest 
settlers  of  the  country.  On  coming  to  this  county, 
Burlington  was  the  nearest  market  point,  but  when 
the  produce  was  hauled  there  it  was  generally 
found  to  be  in  small  demand,  and  little  money  was 
received  for  it.  It  was  either  trade  or  no  sale. 
During  the  eai-ly  days  it  was  difficult  to  obtain 
money  enough  to  pay  taxes  (which  had  to  be  paid 
in  gold),  and  postage  on  the  few  letters  that  were 
sent  through  the  mails.  But  what  a  change  has 
taken  place  in  this  country  during  the  time  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  residence.  To-day  there  is  not  a  coun- 
ty seat  in  the  entire  State  of  Iowa  but  what  is 
penetrated  by  railroads,  while  the  telegraph  and 
telephone  wires  cross  and  recross  each  other  in 
every  direction.  Truly,  this  is  a  beautiful  land, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  realizes  that  in  this 
world,  at  least,  it  is  hard  to  find  a  better. 

I^S  ILES  BRADFORD,  who  resides  on  section 
'*'  6,  Marion  Township,  came  here  in  1847. 
He  is  a  native  of  Switzerland  County,  Ind., 
born  in  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  L.  S. 
and  Louisa  (Peak)  Bradford,  the  former  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  The 
family  came  to  this  county  in  1847,  and  settled  in 
Marion  Township,  where  the  father  entered  222 
acres  of  land.  Miles  remained  at  home  with  bis 
parents  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  then  went 
to  Washington,  Iowa,  where  he  attended  school  a 
short  time,  and  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  pumps  and  woodenware,  in  which  business  he 
continued  for  twelve  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside. 

Mr.  Bradford  was  married,  in  1860,  to  Emma  C. 
Cole,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  David  P. 
and  Martha  (Wright)  Cole.  They  have  become 
the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Louis  P.  and  Frank  II.,  residing  in 
Marion  Township;  RoUo  P.,  Mattie  E.  and  Char- 
le}'  O.,  all  at  home.  Ida  B.  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen months.     Mr.  and  Mrs.   Bradford    are    mem- 
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bers  of  the  !Mothodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  Town- 
ship Trustee  and  filled  other  local  offices.  His 
father  is  still  living  in  Washington. 

In  his  farming  operations  Mr.  Bradford  gives 
special  attention  to  stock-raising,  and  is  handling  a 
high  grade  of  cattle.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  Fann- 
ers' Mutual  Insurance  Association  of  Washington 
County,  and  is  also  President  of  the  Iowa  Mutual 
Tornado,  C3'clone  and  Wiudstorni  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  agent  of  the  com- 
pany in  Washington  County.  This  company  was 
organized  in  Ai)ril,  1884,  and  is  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness. ]Mr.  Bradford  has  now  been  a  citizen  of 
Washington  County  for  forty  years,  and  is  well 
known.     He  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem   of  all. 
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^  MLLIAM  P.  GARDNER,  M.  D.,  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of_Morgan  ct  (Gardner, 
physicians  and  surgeons,  at  Welhnan,  is  a 
native  of  Washington  County,  Iowa,  born  in  Lex- 
ington, Oct.  30,  IH;")!),  and  is  a  sou  of  Abel  M.  and 
Susan  (Martin)  Gardner,  a  sketch  of  wliom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  early  life  of  our 
subject  was  spent  upon  a  farm,  and  in  attendance 
u|)on  the  common  schools  of  Cedar  Township,  un- 
til he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  attended 
the  schools  of  Washington  for  two  j'ears,  and  then 
entered  the  university  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  lie 
remained  one  year.  Having  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine,  he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion in  IHSr).  Returning  home,  he  \at 'once  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  Feb.  1, 
1887,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  withjDr.' J.  W. 
Morgan,  of  Welhnan.  He  has  been  reasonably  suc- 
cessful, and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  peojile  of 
Wellmau  aiubvicinity,  not'only  as  a'man;but  as  a 
ph^'siciau.  The  practice  of  this  firm  is  very  e.x'ten- 
sive,  having  patients  in  Washington,'Johnson,  Iowa 
and  Keokuk  Counties. 

Dr.  (Jardner  was  united  in   inairiage,  on  the  9th 
of  September,  188G,  with  Miss  Josephine  Gassuer, 


of  Mt.  Pleas.ant,  Iowa,  and  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
and  Harriet  (iassner.  She  was  born  in  Birming- 
ham, Iowa,  Dec.  21,  18G4.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  of  Ohio.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  (larduer  have  one  child,  Susan,  born  June 
17,  1887.  They  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  both  take  an  active  ])art  in 
all  Church  work.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the 
Board   of   Health.     Politically',  he  is  a  Republican. 

^>. o*—(c^-i</!^—*o- *<— 

i;,.  R.  ISAAC  CRAWFORD,  deceased,  was 
born  in  Argyle,  ^\■asllington  Co.,  N.  Y.,in 
179C,  and  was  a  son  of  James  and  Martha 
(Dieke}')  Crawford,  who  were  married 
July  4,  1771),  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  soon  after  went 
to  America,  where  James  Crawford  joined  the 
American  arm}',  and  w,".s  later  a  prisoner  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  being  chained  in  a  dun- 
geon at  Halifax  for  many  months.  His  manacles 
made  him  a  cripple  for  life,  he  ncit  being  treated  as 
a  common  prisoner  of  war.  His  wife  was  for  weeks 
a  waiter  upon  the  prisoners,  and  together  they  con- 
trived a  plan  for  e.scai)e.  Leaving  her  child,  aged 
only  six  months,  with  her  parents,  she  procured  a 
sleigh,,  and  was  successful  in  getting  him  safely 
aboard  a  steamer.  After  the  war  they  returned  to 
Nova  Scotia,  obtained  their  baby  bo^',  and  then  set- 
tled in  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Crawford  was  the  third  son  of  this  union,  and 
after  graduating  in  medicine  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  becoming  the  husband  of  Nancy  Frazier,  he 
located  in  New  Atliens,  Ohio,  where  for  a  number 
of  3'ears  he  engaged  in  practice  and  in  the  drug 
trade.  Prior  to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Crawford  she 
bi)re  five  children,  of  whom  only  two  now  survive 
— Mrs.  S.  E.  Rankin  and  J.  W.  Crawford.  The  old- 
est, Mary  Ann,  married  S.  A.  Russell;  the  sec- 
ond, Martha  J.,  married  William  Bradsec;  the  third, 
J.  W.;  the  fourth,  William  D.,  married  Miss  Maggie 
Jones,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa;  the  fifth  is  Mrs.  Ran- 
kin. Mrs.  Rankin's  husb.and,  Maj.  Samuel  K.  Ran- 
kin, was,  during  the  late  war.  Major  of  the  8th 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  after  his  return  from  the  serv- 
ice was  elected  State  Treasurer  of  Iowa,  to  which 
position  he  was  twice  re-elected.     He  was  later  the 
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founder  aiicl  editor  of  the  Greeley  Neivs,  of  Kansas, 
and  was  engaged  in  tiiat  work  when  his  death  oc- 
curred. He  was  a  leading  lawyer  in  this  county, 
and  twice  represented  it  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  also,  in  company  with  other  ardent  anti-slavery 
men,  published  at  Ft.  Madison,  and  later  in  Wash- 
ington, a  strong  anti-slavery  paper,  the  present 
Washington  Press  of  to-da}'.  His  son,  John 
Adams  Rankin,  is  now  Clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  Anders(^n  County,  Kan.  Eleven  children 
graced  their  union,  six  living:  .John  A.;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Lincoln  Barnes;  Crawford,  Birdie,  Lizzie 
and  Sarah.  Maj.  Rankin  was  one  of  the  fearless 
few  who  maintained  a  depot  on  the  Underground 
Railroad,  and  many  a  dusky  son  of  Ham  was  in- 
debted to  him  for  succor,  food,  and  finally  assured 
freedom.  He  was  on  the  staff  of  Grant,  at  Vicks- 
burg,  on  the  staff  of  Sherman,  Judge-Advocate 
and  Provost-Marshal  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and 
served  in  almost  all  the  important  battles  of  the 
West  and  South.  He  was  known  as  an  educated 
gentleman,  an  able  writer,  and  intrepid  soldier,  an 
orator  with  few  peers;  a  man  courteous,  discreet, 
tolerant,  yet  bold  and  incisive  for  the  right. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Dr.  Crawford 
wedded  Mary  Neal,  of  New  Athens,  whose  broth- 
ers, as  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Capt.  S.  A.  Rus- 
sell, founded  the  village  of  Crawfordsville.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  came  here  in  1841,  and  he  built 
a  house  on  the  corner  where  the  Iowa  House  now 
stands.  In  his  honor  the  village  was  named,  and 
he  was  the  first  physician,  continuing  in  practice 
five  years,  when  his  death  occurred.  He  was  an 
able  speaker,  earnest  and  logical,  and  one  who 
never  tired  of  debate.  He  was  an  ardent  Whig, 
and  in  this  count}'  was  a  prominent  politician.  His 
avowed  anti-slavery  opinions  were  widely  pro- 
claimed. Mary  (Neal)  Crawford  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  three  surviving:  Sarah 
Neal,  Mrs.  Melissa  Morehouse,  and  Marj'  M.  Coe, 
of  Nebraksa.  Mrs.  Crawford  is  supposed  to  be  the 
oldest  person  living  in  the  county,  and  is,  June  30, 
1887,  in  her  eighty-seventh  j^ear,  and  except  partial 
deafness,  is  sprightly  and  enjoys  life  in  a  high  de- 
gree. 

The  energy  of  Dr.  Crawford  aided  largely  in  the 
.    building  of  Crawfordsville.     He  was  an  ardent  Se- 
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ceder,  religiously,  and  was  one  of  the  first  members 
of  that  Church  in  this  village.  James,  his  son  by 
his  second  wife,  w.as  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical 
College,  of  Chicago,  but  his  death  occurred  May  28, 
1875,  from  disease  contracted  in  the  army.  Miss  Sa- 
rah has  been  a  teacher  in  this  county,  and  has  taught 
seventeen  terms  of  school,  the  hist,  nine  having  been 
taught  iu  Crawfordsville.  She  is  now  the  only 
milliner  in  the  village  .and  has  a  ver}'  neat  store. 
Thompson,  the  son  of  Dr.  Crawft)rd's  last  wife,  with 
his  brother  James,  were  sent  out  by  a  committee,  in 
185G,  and  became  interested  in  the  border  ruffian 
war  in  Kansas,  and  were  intimately  associated  with 
.John  Brown,  which  continued  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  The  two  sisters, 
Sarah  and  Melissa,  were  also  engaged,  and  were 
both  proficient  in  the  use  of  a  Sliarp's  rifle,  as  well  as 
manufacturers  of  cartridges.  They  were  women 
whose  names  deserve  to  live  in  history,  and  such 
we  desire  to  honor  in  this  volume.  Claims  that  had 
been  taken  by  their  brothers  in  Kansas  were  stocked 
and  watched  over  by  them  while  the  men  were  en- 
gaged in  the  border  ruffian  war,  and  many  sleepless 
nights  were  passed  on  the  wild  prairies,  where  with 
rifles  in  hand,  a  lonely  vigil  was  kept  with  no  help 
within  miles  should  they  be  attacked,  and  as  they 
then  hourly  expected. 

The  Crawford  family  has  been  one  renowned  in 
the  history  of  this  county,  and  elsewhere  mention 
is  made  of  other  members.  Thompson  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  for  twenty-three 
months  a  prisoner  of  war.  He  was  also  a  scout  for 
several  months,  being  trusted  with  the  roost  diffi- 
cult and  ai'duous  duties.  He  was  a  man  full  of 
courage,  and  although  so  man}'  times  captured, 
managed  to  escape  thrice  from  the  prison  pen  at 
Andersonville.  He  would  have  shared  .John  Brown's 
fate  had  he  not  been  confined  to  bed  with  pneu- 
monia. Brown  waited  six  weeks  for  his  recovery 
before  making  his  attack  upon  Harper's  Ferry,  but 
at  last  became  engaged  before  young  Crawford 
could  reach  him. 

John  W.  Crawford,  the  onlj'  male  representative  of 
the  original  Crawford  stock,  was  wedded  in  Craw- 
fordsville, Iowa,  Oct.  1,  1836,  to  Miss  Ann  J.  Craw- 
ford, of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  She  was  not  in 
any  way  related,  although  bearing  the  same  name. 
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They  have  reared  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter,  .lames  B.  married  Nellie  Coe;  the}' 
have  three  children.  William  D.  graduated  in  med- 
icine and  died  after  several  years  of  successful 
practice  in  his  native  town ;  his  wife  was  Jennie 
Maxwell,  who  bore  one  son,  Howard.  Russell  E; 
Frank  U.  is  the  husband  of  Julia  A.  Moore,  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio;  he  is  now  yardmaster  of  the 
Lucy  Furnace,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  John  R.  is  a 
phj'sician  of  Lafayette,  Stark  Co.,  111. ;  his  wife  was 
Miss  Maggie  Phillips,  of  Coal  Valle}',  111.  Mary  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Cowden,  of  Elvira,  Clin- 
ton Co.  Iowa.  Is.aae  T.  is  stoekhouse  keeper  of  the 
Luc}-  Furnace,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Mr.  Crawford  has  been,  and  is  yet,  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  men  of  the  county,  and  to  his 
efforts  is  due  the  building  of  the  Burlington  & 
Northwestern  Railwa}'.  For  this  purpose  he  called 
the  first  meeting,  and  was  one  of  the  first  Directors 
elected.  J.  W.  Crawford  and  sons,  James  B.  and 
F.  H.,  built  the  road  from  Winfield  to  Washington 
with  their  own  money,  but  were  reimbursed  after 
the  iron  was  laid,  from  taxes  collected.  For  twenty- 
four  j-ears  Mr.  Crawford  followed  bridge-building, 
and  in  1887,  with  his  son  James,  formed  a  partner- 
ship in  the  building  of  iron  bridges,  with  head- 
quarters at  Burlington.  They  have  the  exclusive 
agency'  for  Iowa  and  Western  Illinois,  to  which 
their  entire  attention  will  be  given,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Pittsburgh  Bridge  Com  pan}'.  Fol- 
lowing in  the  footstejjs  of  his  father,  Mr.  Crawford 
is  a  decided  Republican.  He  is  a  noted  party  or- 
ganizer in  his  county,  and  has  filled  all  the  impor- 
tant offices  in  his  township. 


ROF.  SAMUEL  EWING  McKEE,  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Washington  Academj',  Wash- 
ington, Iowa,  Is  a  native  of  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  born  Sept.  26,  183G.  His 
parents,  David  and  Mary  (Ewing)  McKee,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  county  in  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  yet  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended 
the  common  schools  of   his  native  county  until   he 
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acquired  such  an  education  as  fitted  him  for  teach- 
ing in  the  public  schools.  B}'  teaching  he  accum- 
ulated suflicient  money  to  enable  him  to  enter  Jef- 
ferson College  in  1848,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1851.  He  was  then  employed  by 
the  college  two  years  as  a  teacher.  In  1 853  he  en- 
tered the  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary,  which 
was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church,  and  graduated  therefrom  in  1856. 

In  May  of  the  latter-named  year,  Mr.  McKee 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Le  Claire,  .Scott  Count}', 
where  he  had  charge  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Presbj'terian  Church  of  that  [ilace  in  connection 
with  the  church  at  Port  Byron,  111.  In  1858  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  was  formed  by  the 
union  of  the  Associate  and  Associate  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Churclies.  By  this  union  Mr.  McKee  was 
temporarily  disengaged,  but  soon  afterward,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Church,  traveled  as  a  missionary 
through  Ohio,  Indiana  and  New  York,  for  about  one 
year.  In  April,  1861,  he  came  to  Wasliington, 
Iowa,  and  was  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  old 
Washington  College,  which  blew  down  in  1862, 
while  he  was  temporarily  in  the  East.  Returning 
to  Washington,  he  started  a  private  school,  which 
he  continued  for  two  and  a  half  years,  and  which 
was  a  success.  lu  the  fall  of  1865,  Mr.  McKee  was 
employed  in  the  Iowa  State  University,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year.  He  then  abandoned  teach- 
ing for  a  time,  but  subsequently  went  to  Aledo, 
HI.,  where  he  engaged  as  Principal  of  the  academy 
at  that  place,  and  remained  there  two  years. 

Returning  to  Washington  County,  Mr.  McKee 
was  employed  as  Princip.al  of  the  public  schools  of 
Ainsworth,  and  there  remained  two  years.  On  the 
12th  of  February,  1873,  the  Washington  Academy 
became  an  incorporated  institution,  the  Professor 
being  the  originator,  and  taking  an  active  interest 
in  its  establishment,  securing  by  his  own  exertions, 
112,000  out  of  the  ^15,000  which  was  raised  for  the 
erection  of  a  building.  In  September,  1874,  the 
academy  was  opened  with  Prof.  McKee  as  Prin- 
cipal, which  position  he  retiiined  till  187"J,  when 
Prof.  W.  P.  Johnson  was  associated  with  him  in 
the  work.  He  remained  for  two  years  with  Mr. 
Johnson,  when  in  18H2,  he  retired  from  school 
work,  but  again,  in  1883,   he  engaged    as   teacher 
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in  the  academy,  and  continued  as  such  for  two 
yeais,  since  vvhich  time  lie  has  alone  had  charge 
of  it. 

Prof.  McKee  \Yas  united  in  marriage,  July  25, 
1801,  in  Mahoning  County,  Oiiio,  with  Miss  Han- 
nah Harris,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Kliza  Harris. 
She  was  born  in  Coitsvillo,  Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio, 
Sept.  8,  1833.  By  this  union  there  are  four  living 
children:  Charles  C,  now  residing  in  Sioux  City, 
Iowa;  Frances  Celia,  David  H.  and  N.  Paul,  at 
home.  Mrs.  McKee  died  in  Washington,  Iowa, 
May  27, 1887.  She  was  a  sincere  Christian  woman, 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  In  the 
various  lines  of  Church  and  temperance  work  she 
was  ver3'  active.  Her  last  sickness  she  bore  un- 
complainingly, being  ready  and  willing  to  go. 

While  not  an  active  party  man,  Prof._McKee  is 
a  strong  Republican,  and  has  affiliated  with  that 
part}^  since  its  organization.  He  was  present  at  the 
first  meeting  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  when  the  party  was 
organized  in  that  State.  As  an  educator,  he  is 
probably  surpassed  b}'  no  man  in  the  Northwest. 
Socially,  he  is  pleasant  and  agreeable,  enjoying  the 
esteem  not  alone  of  those  whom  he  has  assisted  in 
acquiring  an  education,  but  of  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 


LEXANDER  MITCHELL  was  a  native  of 
'Si'ifiM     Ireland,  who  came   to  this  country   when 
eighteen  years  of   age,   and    subsequently 
@^  married  Eleanor  Beatty,  a  native  of  Wash- 

ington County,  Pa.,  who  at  that  time  resided  in 
Harrison  County,  Ohio.  Shortly  after  their  mar- 
riage they  settled  in  Holmes  County,  the  latter 
State,  and  in  18G5  moved  to  Jefferson  County,  Iowa. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Thomas  and  Alexander,  of  Col- 
orado, and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  Charles  N.  Amspoker, 
of  VV^ashington  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
both  died  in  Jefferson  County,  Iowa.  They  were 
members  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  in 
all  things  endeavored  to  do  their  duty  well. 

Thomas  Mitchell,  one  of  the  sons  of  our  subject, 
' '  enlisted  iuthe  31st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  nearly 
■^ 


three  years,  being  discharged  shortly  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service,  on  account  of  dis- 
ease contracted  in  the  field.  Joseph  R.  enlisted  in 
Co.  A,  102d  Ohio  Vol.  Inf.,  was  captured  in  one  of 
the  engagements  of  the  war,  and  while  coming  home 
on  parole  is  supposed  to  have  gone  to  the  bottom 
of  the  river  on  the  ill-fated  steamer  Sultana.  Rob- 
ert W.  volunteered  his  services  at  the  time  of 
Price's  raid  through  Missouri,  and  was  killed  by 
Levi  Vasser,  a  bushwhacker,  one  of  Price's  band, 
near  Alanthus  Grove  in  Gentry  County,  Mo.  He 
was  the  first  martyr  in  Northwestern  Missouri. 
Vasser  himself  was  shot  some  time  after,  about  three 
miles  from  Rochester.  Alexander  enlisted  in  Co. 
F,  67th  Ohio  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  till  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  the  familywere  patriotically  inclined. 


'li^'RANCIS  T.  TOWNSEND,  who  resides  upon 
Mg~  section  30,  Clay  Township,  is  engaged  in 
[  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is 
also  a  general  merchant  at  Clay  Station.  He  was 
born  March  5,  1829,  in  Reading,  Vt.,  and  is  a  sou 
of  William  and  Hannah  (Bigelow)  Townsend,  the 
former  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of 
Vermont.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  now  living:  Eliza  resides  at 
Felchville,  Vt. ;  one  died  in  infancy ;  F.  V.  A.  is  a 
machinist  in  Springfield,  Vt. ;  Isabel  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  AVaterman,  a  druggist  in  Mapleton,  Kan.; 
Francis  T.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Van  Buren 
is  a  resident  of  Tampa,  Fla. ;  A'elette  P.  resides  in 
Worcester,  Mass. ;  Marquis  D.  served  three  years 
as  a  member  of  the  25th  Iowa  Infantry  and  is  now 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Couneaut,  Ohio.  The 
father  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  He 
was  a  great  musician  and  was  fife-major  in 
an  old  militia  regiment  in  Vermont.  He  was  al- 
ways an  active  and  popular  man.  His  father,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  with  two  great- uncles 
of  our  subject,  were  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  mother  died  in  February,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
ninety.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.     They  were  buried    in   the  cemetery   at 
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Reading,  Vt.  They  gave  to  each  of  their  children 
ft  good  education. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  started  out  in  the 
world  open-handed,  with  nothinu:  but  the  clothes 
upon  his  back,  (ioing  to  \Yorcester,  Mass.,  he 
there  secured  work  in  a  wire  factory,  in  which  he 
was  eng.aged  for  two  years.  Having  gained  the 
confidence  of  iiis  employers,  they  sent  him  out  as  a 
purchasing  agent,  buying  iron  for  tiie  firm.  He 
continued  in  tiiis  worii  for  three  years  more.  He 
then  decided  to  come  West  and  "grow  up  with  the 
country."  Coming  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
he  purchased  ninety  acres  of  land  on  section  24, 
Dutch  Creek  Townsiiip,  now  owned  by  Capt.  J.  F. 
Blickeusderfer.  He  built  a  dwelling,  planted  the 
grove  and  orchard,  and  then  sold  the  same,  and  in 
1869  purchased  100  acres  of  prairie  laiul  in  Clay 
Township,  and  five  acres  of  timber.  This  farm  he 
has  under  a  iiigh  state  of  cultivation,  with  a  fine 
farm  dwelling-house,  and  barn  30x.5(j  feet,  with 
basement.  In  connection  \nth  his  farm  work  he 
has  done  much  carpenter  work  in  this  county.  For 
some  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  changing  his 
stock  into  Holstein  cattle,  in  which  he  has  been 
quite  successful. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  18.52,  Mr.  Townsend  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  Stebbins. 
She  is  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  182('i,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Seth  and  Jemima  (Hutchinson) 
Stebbins,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
the  latter  of  Vermont.  Three  ehildren^have  blessed 
their  union:  George  B.,  born  Oct.  31,  1854, 
married  Miss  Carrie  E.  Meacliam,  and  now  resides 
in  Chicago,  where  he  is  the  Financial  Seeretarj'  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  that  city,  and  one  of  its  best 
workers;  his  entire  time  is  given  to  that  work, 
and  he  has  iield  his  present  position  for  four  years. 
Frank  S.,  born  April  23,  1857,  is  general  agent  for 
the  Shouk  Tin  Sign  Printing  Company,  of  Chicago, 
and  travels  in  almost  everj'  State  in  the  I'nioii; 
Harriet  E.,  born  Oct.  9,  1860,  is  the  wife  of  Dudley 
A.  Meacham,  who  has  charge  of  the  home  farm. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  April  1,  1874. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  a  loving  wife  and  a  kind  and  indulgent 
motiier.  Mr.  Townsend  was  again  married,  in  1875, 
to  Mrs.  II.  Ueward.     She  died  Feb.  4,  1877.     She 
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was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr. 
Townsend's  third  wife  was  Mrs.  M.  A.  Braman. 
They  were  married  Aug.  11),  1877,  and  on  the  23d 
of  September,  1884,  she  also  departed  this  life. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1864.  Mr.  Townsend  en- 
listed in  Co.  K,  13th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  He  was  with 
Gen.  Thomas  at  the  battle  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with 
Hood  and  Sherman  at  Washington,  1).  C.  The 
regiment  formed  part  of  the  grand  review  at 
Washington,  in  Ma}-,  1865,  and  was  nnistereil  out 
in  July  at  Louisville,  K}-.,  and  discharged  at  Dav- 
enport, Iowa,  July  30,  1865.  On  receiving  his 
discharge,  Mr.  Townsend  returned  to  his  home, 
and  resumed  his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  carpen- 
ter, but  for  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years  has  been 
unable  to  perform  manual  labor,  nor  has  he  at  all 
been  the  able-bodied  man  that  he  w.is  prior  to  his 
enlistment.  In  consequence  of  his  inabilitj'  to  at- 
tend properly  to  the  duties  of  his  farm,  in  October 
1886,  he  built  a  storeroom  and  put  in  a  full  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  that  business.  He  is  working  up  a  good  trade, 
and  does  not  propose  to  be  undersold  by  any. 

Politically,  Mr.  Townsend  is  a  Republican.  A 
temperance  man,  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  prohibi- 
tion, and  the  day  that  he  was  twent^'-oue  years  of 
age,  cast  his  first  vote  against  licensing  the  sale  of 
alcoholic  liquors.  He  has  never  wavered  from  his 
faith  and  lias  contributed  much  of  his  means  for 
the  advancement  of  the  temperance  cause.  He  has 
been  honored  bj-  liis  fellow-citizens  with  all  the 
township  odiccs,  and  for  some  years  was  President 
of  the  School  Board.  A  friend  of  education,  he  has 
done  much  for  the  advancenicnt  of  tlic  public 
schools.  Religiously,  he  is  identified  with  the  Con- 
gregationalists. 
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ellARLES  N.  AMSPOKER  resides  on  section 
21,  Washington  Township,  and  is  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
is  a  native  of  Harrison  C\)unty,  Ohio,  l)orn  Sept.  3, 
1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Norris) 
Amspoker,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  but  who 
emigrated  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  at  an  early 
date.     They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven 
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of  whom  are  yet  living:  Alexander,  of  Harrison 
County,  Ohio ;  Samuel,  of  Logan  County,  that  State ; 
Susanna,  the  widow  of  William  Patterson,  who  now 
resides  in  Lawrence,  Kan.;  Mary,  the  widow  of 
Vincent  Ferguson,  residing  in  Harrison  County, 
Ohio;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  John  Osborne,  also  of  Har- 
rison County;  Charles  N.,  of  this  sketch;  and 
Jonas,  an  ex-soldier  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  re- 
siding in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Araspoker 
died  in  1842,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Amspoker  subse- 
quently married  Miss  Ellen  Green.  He  died  in  1863. 
Charles  N.  Amspoker  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
during  the  pioneer  days  of  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
in  the  communschools  of  that  section  receiving  his 
education.  He  was  married,  in  April,  1846,  to  Miss 
Jane  Slemmons,  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Hai-- 
rison  County  in  1821.  She  died  Feb.  6,  1871. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
March,  1872,  Mr.  Amspoker  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  with  Miss  Jennie  Mitchell,  a  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Eleanor  (Beatty)  Mitchell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Amspoker  are  members  of  the  Presbj'terian 
Church  of  Washington,  Iowa,  and  are  well  respected 
by  all  who  know  them.  Their  farm  upon  section  21 
is  well  improved  with  all  the  conveniences  necessary 
to  make  life  happy. 


*^  AVID  COOPER,  section  28,  Lime  Creek 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
born  March  2,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Rebecca  (Wolf)  Cooper,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Hampshire  County,  Va.  He 
was  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living :  David,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Abram  Shannon,  of 
Poweshiek  County,  Iowa;  Theodocia,  the  widow  of 
Orison  Kellogg,  resides  in  Chicago,  111. ;  Rebecca 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  David  Ta^^lor,  of  Missouri ; 
Charlotte  is  now  the  wife  of  Jerome  Chandler,  of 
Lime  Creek  Township;  John  W.  is  now  residing  in 
California. 

John  Cooper  was  an  early  settler  of  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  remained  until  1827,  when  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Vermillion  County,  Ind., 
becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that   coun- 


ty. He  opened  up  a  farm  in  the  heavy  timber, 
and  there  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
educated  in  a  private  school.  He  was  married,  in 
1843,  to  Miss  Martha  J.  M  alone,  a  native  of  In- 
diana, born  in  1827,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Jane  (Thompson)  jNIalone,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  Two  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union:  John  R.,  who  died  in  1861, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  Samuel  M.,  who 
resides  at  home,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising. 

The  young  couple  remained  in  Indiana  after  their 
marriage  until  1847,  when  they  came  to  Washing- 
ton County,  Iowa,  and  for  one  year  rented  a  farm, 
when  Mr.  Cooper  entered  forty  acres  of  land  in 
English  River  Township.  A  log  cabin  w.as  at  once 
erected,  and,  for  a  time,  the  only  door  was  a  blanket, 
while  wolves  were  plenty  all  around  them.  The 
land  was  in  a  wild  state,  and  had  to  be  improved. 
Being  unable  to  hire  help,  Mrs.  Cooper  drove  the 
oxen  while  Mr.  Cooper  held  the  plow  in  breaking 
forty  acres  of  land.  The  settlement  on  English 
River  at  that  time  consisted  of  but  very  few  per- 
sons. No  school  had  been  held  in  what  is  now 
Lime  Creek  Township,  and  one  being  desired,  Mrs. 
Cooper  in  her  own  house  taught  a  three  months' 
term  of  school,  the  first  in  the  township.  In  1854, 
Mr.  Cooper  sold  his  first  farm  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  on  section  27,  English  River  Township,  where 
he  lived  until  1876,  when  he  moved  with  his  family 
to  section  28,  Lime  Creek  Township,  where  he  had 
previously  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  has  added  by  subsequent  purchase,  until  he  now 
owns  244  acres,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Here  he  still  resides  with  his  family',  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Democrat.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Cooper  have  now  been  residents  of 
Washington  County  for  a  period  of  forty  years. 
For  several  years  after  their  arrival  the}'  did  much 
of  their  trading  at  Burlington.  Among  all  their 
neighbors,  at  present,  there  is  not  one  who  was  then 
living  here  on  their  arrival  in  1847.  When  they 
came  here  their  onl}'  possessions  were  a  poor  team 
of  horses  and  $4  in  money.  Mr.  Cooper  worked 
among  his  neighbors  to  obtain  the   necessaries  of 
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life  until  he  could  raise  <i  crop.  The  first  tax  that 
he  paid  in  Washington  County  was  thirty-six  cents; 
the  last  paid  was  i8G.  No  persons  in  Washington 
County  enjoy  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those 
who  know  them  to  a  higher  degree  tiian  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cooper.  They  have  one  adopted  son,  Howard 
Scott  Cooper,  a  young  man  of  good  ability  and 
habits,  one  who  is  a  comfort  to  them  in  their  old 
age. 

LI  DKKN,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing 
on  section  7,  Lime  Creek  'I'ownsiiip,  was 
born  in  McLean  County'.  111.,  Maj'  17,  1846. 
He  is  the  son  of  Enos  and  Lucy  (Fordicc)  Deen, 
the  former  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  The  father  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  na- 
tive State,  and  followed  the  vocation  of  a  farmer. 
He  nK)Vcd  to  Ohio,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy 
Fordice,  the  marriage  being  celebrated  Dec.  27, 
1827.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Sianton  Fordice,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  America  in 
the  year  1801.  He  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
therefore  had  only  been  a  citizen  of  America  eleven 
years  wlii^n  he  was  called  to  defend  her  borders. 
He  died  in  Illinois  in  1840.  Mrs.  Deen,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Morgan  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  March  14,  1809,  and  is  now  making  her 
home  with  her  son,  Eli,  and  is  a  well-preserved 
woman  both  in  body  and  mind.  Her  father  was  a 
larmer  in  Ohio.  He  improved  a  farm  in  that  State 
and  then  removed  to  McLean  County,  III.,  in  1850, 
and  there  bought  1 00  acres  of  land,  which  he  im- 
proved and  made  his  home  until  the  fall  of  1852, 
when  he  removed  to  Wapello  County,  Iowa,  re- 
maining there  until  the  spring  of  1853,  when  he 
cam^  to  Lime  Creek  Township,  Wiishington  County, 
where  he  bought  220  acres  of  land,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  the  township.  He  will  be  well 
remembered  by  all  old  settlers  in  the  county. 

Mrs.  Deen  has  lived  to  witness  the  many  wonder- 
ful changes  that  have  been  made  in  the  countj- 
since  her  first  arrival,  and  has  shared  the  sorrow 
and  the  pleasure  of  the  people  of  Lime  Creek 
Township  for  many  years.  She  was  separated  from 
4' 


her  life  com|)anion  Dec.  .31,  1855.  He  was  a  min- 
ister of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  Wiis  en- 
gaged in  that  work  about  fifteen  years.  While 
living  in  Illinois  their  house  was  the  home  of  all 
traveling  ministers,  and  many  were  brought  to  see 
the  light  and  truth  of  the  Gospel  within  their 
walls.  Ten  children  were  born  unto  them:  Nancy 
died  and  was  buried  in  Ohio;  .Susanna  was  the  wife 
of  George  Phillips,  and  is  deceased ;  James  M.  and 
John  are  deceased;  Lucinda,  deceased,  died  about 
six  weeks  after  her  marriage ;  Amanda  JL,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Tread  well;  George  died  in 
Illinois;  Enos  and  Lucy  both  died  in  infancy;  Eli, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  one  living  of 
the  ten  chiUlren.  The  mother,  now  seventj'-eight 
^ears  of  age,  looks  back  over  her  life,  and  notwith- 
standing the  many  sorrows  that  have  come  to  her, 
still  knows  that  she  has  done!  her  part  in  life,  and 
now  only  awaits  the  call  to  meet  her  loved  ones  on 
the  other  shore.  She  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1M24,  and  has  lived  a  faithful 
Christian  life  for  sixty-three  years,  and  by  her  ex- 
ample many  have  been  led  to  see  the  way  that 
leads  to  life  everlasting. 

The  early  life  of  Eli  Deen,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  spent  ui)on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
was  called  to  the  maiiagenuiit  of  the  farm,  but  he 
was  fully  ci>mpetent  for  the  undertaking,  and  under 
his  care  it  has  steadily  been  improved.  He  now 
owns  220  acres  of  fine  land,  with  a  good  farm 
house  and  all  necessary  out-buildings,  and  also  has 
on  hand  a  fine  grade  of  Short-horn  cattle.  He  was 
united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Caroline  C.  Beohme, 
Feb.  17,  1870.  She  was  born  Oct.  12,  1.S51,  in 
Vermont,  and  is  a  daughter  of  W^illiam  and  Mary 
A.  (Devan)  IJeohme,  the  former  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  the  latter  of  England.  They  are  resi- 
dents of  English  River  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deen  . are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Clara  E., 
born  Dec.  17,  1871;  George  B.,  Jan.  24,  1874,  and 
Elsie  A.,  Nov.  5,  187t>.  Thej'  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  politically,  he  is 
a  Ue[)ublican. 

Benjamin  Deen,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
came  from  England  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and 
settled  in  \irginia,  where  he  was  bound  out  to 
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man  b}'  the  name  of  Collins,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, entered  the  army  and  served  five  years  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  then  re-enlisted  and 
served  three  j'ears  longer,  Collins  receiving  the 
sum  due  for  his  services.  He  then  returned  to 
Virginia,  where  he  afterward  lived  and  reared  a 
family. 


^- 


E8.  FESLER  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  E. 
S.  Fesler  &  Co.,  dealers  in  hardware,  farm 
machinery,  stoves,  furniture,  and  also  un- 
dertakers at  Kalona.  This  business  is  a  branch  of 
the  firm  of  Fesler  &  Nicolay,  at  Riverside,  and  was 
established  in  Kalona  Jan.  12,  1885,  under  the 
man.igenieut  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Fesler.  They  carry  a 
stock  worth  $3,500.  Mr.  Fesler  was  born  in  Lib- 
erty Township,  Johnson  Co.,  Iowa,  Jan.  3,  1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Slife)  Fesler. 
His  father  was  a  pioneer  of  Iowa,  of  1839,  having 
settled  in  Johnson  County  at  that  date,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1858  removed  to  Washington  Count}',  en- 
gaging in  the  grain  trade  at  Riverside. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  where  he  re- 
mained until  of  age.  In  1881  he  beg.an  clerking 
for  his  brother  at  Riverside,  then  removed  to  Well- 
man,  where  he  served  in  the  same  capsicity,  and  in 
Januar}'.  1885,  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness and  opened  the  present  store  at  Kalona.  Mr. 
Fesler  w.as  married  at  Keota,  Iowa,  to  Violet,  a 
daughter  of  W.  W.  Gwin,  of  English  River  Town- 
ship, where  she  was  born.  iNIrs.  Fesler  is  deceased. 
Politically,  Mr.  Fesler  is  a  Democrat. 


ELIA8  PARK,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
of  Washington  County,  Iowa,  resides  upon 
section  23,  Brighton  Township.  He  was 
born  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  Sept.  16,  1831,  and 
came  with  his  parents,  George  and  Ann  (Harder) 
Park,  to  Washington  County,  in  1837.  He  re- 
ceived but  a  limited  education  in  youth.  At  that 
time  there  were  no  free  schools,  and,  in  fact,  for 
some  years  after  their  settlement  in  Washington 
County  there  were  no  public  schools.  His  primary 
education  was  obtained  from  a  private  teacher  hired 


by  his  father.  Mr.  Park  now  says  his  education 
was  obtained  at  the  expense  of  a  business  trans- 
action. Notwithstanding  the  poor  advantages  of 
his  youth,  he  is  yet  a  well-read  man,  and  well  posted 
in  public  affairs. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Park  was  united  in  marri.age  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Nichols,  of  Marion  Tovvnship,  and 
daughter  of  Edward  NichotS.  By  this  union  there 
are  seven  children  living:  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of 
Leroy  Prestley,  of  Frontier  County,  Neb.;  Laura 
E.,  the  wife  of  William  E.  Barton,  of  Jasper  Coun- 
ty, Neb.;  Lorinda,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Washington  Count}-;  George  E.,  Azubah,  Jasper 
W.  and  Bessie  F.,  at  home.  I\Ir.  Park  was  but  six 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Washington  County, 
where  he  has  now  lived  one-half  a  century.  As 
may  be  inferred,  he  has  endured  all  the  trials  of 
pioneer  life,  and  has  witnessed  every  change  that 
h.as  taken  place  in  the  transformation  of  the  wilder- 
ness into  a  most  productive  country  filled  with  a 
prosperous  and  happy  peoiile.  In  the  work  that  has 
been  done  he  has  borne  his  part,  although  a  quiet 
and  unassuming  man.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  200 
acres  of  laud,  all  under  cultivation  with  the  excep- 
tion of  forty  acres  of  timber.  In  politics,  he  is 
liberal,  voting  for  the  best  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Park  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 
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P.  COE,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  on  sec- 
tion 32,  Oregon  Township,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  U,  1834,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  and  Ann  Coe,  who 
were  natives  of  England,  but  came  to  America  in 
1832,  and  settled  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  They  re- 
mained there!  a  few  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  seventeen  years,  and 
then  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  Ohio,  and 
in  1852  came  to  this  county,  where  he  h.as  since 
continued  to  reside. 

In  1862  Mr.  Coe  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  25th  Iowa^'ol. 
Inf.,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
and  with  Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to  the  sea. 
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After  passing  through  nearly  three  3'ears' hard  serv- 
ice, and  engaging  in  all  the  battles  participated  iu 
by  his  regiment,  in  the  last  battle  of  the  war,  at 
Bentonvillc,  N.  C,  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in 
the  left  thigh.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  the  summer  of  1865,  returned  to 
his  home  in  Washington  County,  and  at  once  re- 
sumed the  peaceful  vocation  of  a  farmer,  in  which 
he  had  previously  been  engaged,  and  which  he  has 
since  made  his  life  work. 

In  1873  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Crawfordsville,  Iowa,  with  Miss  Nancy  Campbell, 
the  daughter  i>f  James  and  Sarah  (Giddings)  Camp- 
bell, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  former  of  Scotch,  and  the  latter  of  German 
descent.  Thc^-  now  reside  in  their  neat  home  on 
section  32,  Oregon  Township.  This  farm  Mr.  Coe 
has  brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  the 
imi)r()venicnts  being  of  the  better  class.  Com- 
mencing life  without  a  dollar,  inheriting  no  property, 
that  which  he  now  has  has  been  acquired  through 
his  own  individual  efforts,  assisted  by  those  of  his 
wife.  l'olilicall3%  he  is  a  Republican,  and  as  a  citi- 
zen enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all. 


AJ.  LABAN    B.    KLEAK,  of  Brighton,  is 
one    of  the  early  settlers   of   Washington 
County.  He  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  present  city  of  Cincinnati 
now  stands,  Jan.  27,  1808.  His  father,  Peter  Fleak 
was  born  in  Redstone,  Pa.,  in  1784,  and  iu  early  life 
followed   the  river,   shipping  produce  to    New  Or- 
leans.    He  was    there  during    the    battle  in    New 
Orleans,  and  participated  in  the  same.     He  married 
Lavina  Bramble,  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.     She 
was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Elon  Bramble,  who  served 
under  Gen.  Washington.   They  settled  in  Hamilton 
Count}',  Ohio,   where  they   reared    three  children, 
Maj.    Fleak    being   the   only    surviving  one.     His 
father   dying,    his     mother    subsequcntlv    married 
Andrew   Wlietsel,  of  Pennsylvaiua,    by   whom  she 
had  three  children:  Andrew,  of  Indiana;  Henry  of 
Cincinnati,   Ohio,  and  Mary,  of  .Southern    Illinois. 
r  She  died  iu  Illinois,  in  her  eighty-eighth  year.    She 


was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  over  sixty  j-ears. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
High  School  and  Academy  of  Cincinnati,  receiving 
a  liberal  education.  When  about  twent3--oue  years 
of  age  he  went  to  Canada,  and  there  engaged  in  the 
grain  business.  He  subsequently-  went  to  AUe- 
ganj-  County,  N.  V.  and  was  tiiere  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Pennock,  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  the 
same  State,  born  in  1819.  In  October,  183."),  he 
turned  his  face  toward  the  setting  sun  and  came 
west  on  horseback  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  then 
bj-  stage  and  river  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  in- 
tended to  engage  iu  the  jewelry  business,  but  find- 
ing that  branch  of  trade  overdone,  went  to  Rich- 
mond, Mo.,  and  there  established  himself  iu  that 
line  of  trade.  After  remaining  in  Richmond  a  few 
months  he  returned  East  and  brought  out  his  wife. 
In  1838,  he  went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  there 
attended  the  first  territorial  convention  of  the  newly 
formed  Territory.  When  returning  home  by  boat, 
he  got  left  at  Iteokuk,  and  while  looking  around 
for  a  place  to  stop,  encountered  Lieut.  ].,ee,  after- 
ward the  celebrated  Gen.  Lee  of  the  rebel  army, 
and  occupied  his  bed.  Here  he  met  Judge  Williams 
of  the  territorial  court.  Through  the  influence  of 
Lieut.  Lee  he  determined  to  settle  iu  Keokuk.  On 
returning  to  Buffalo  City  he  found  the  [icople  of 
Missouri  considerably  excited  over  the  Mormon 
question,  the  Mormons  having  settled  in  th.at  State, 
and  becoming  quite  obnoxious.  He  raised  a  com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  forcing  them  out  of  the 
country. 

In  March,  1810,  our  suliject  settled  at  Keokuk, 
of  which  place  he  was  the  first  Postmaster,  the  first 
commissioned  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the  first  hotel- 
keeper  and  the  first  merchant.  There  he  remained 
for  ten  j'ears,  and  tlieu  went  to  .leffersou  County, 
and  engaged  iu  faiiuing  near  Fairfield.  In  18.54  he 
traded  his  farm  for  the  Eagle  Hotel,  at  Brighton,  to 
wliicli  place  he  removed,  and  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  1 8.54,  he  was  appointed  private  secretary 
to  (Jen.  Curtis,  and  was  given  the  rank  of  Major. 
Reporting  to  (tCU.  Curtis  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
iie  remained  one  year.  The  command  was  then 
ordered  to  Minnesota,  and  while  en  route  to  that 
place  was  ordered  to  halt  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  word 
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having  hoen  received  that  the  Inrlians  had  stopped 
committing  their  depredations.  While  in  the  serv- 
ice, Maj.  Fleak  wrote  the  life  of  Oen.  C'nrtis.  In 
1846  he  was  made  a  Mason,  and  was  quite  active  in 
that  fraternit}'  up  to  1860,  being  Deputy'  Grand 
Master  and  Lecturer.  He  was  instrumental  in  the 
organization  of  several  lodges.  He  organized  the 
lodge  at  Brighton  in  1865,  and  was  its  Qrst  Master, 
and  continued  in  that  office  for  many  }^ears.  He 
represented  the  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1852  and  1853  he  was  elected  Grand 
Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Politically,  Jl.aj.  Fleak  was  a  Whig  in  early  life, 
and  cast  his  lirst  Republican  vote  for  Aliraham 
Lincoln ;  he  has  since  been  identified  with  that 
party.  JNIaj.  and  Mrs.  Fle.ak  are  the  parents  of  five 
living  children:  Martha,  the  wife  of  B.  Tracy; 
Zachary  T.,  George,  Laban,  and  Julia,  the  wife  of 
Milton  Swisher.  Henry  C.  enlisted  in  the  2d  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  disease  con- 
tracted while  in  the  service ;  Valencourt  V.  enlisted 
in  the  17th  Iowa  Infantry,  was  captured  and  sent 
to  Andersonville  Prison,  where  he  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  home  he  died  from 
the  effects  of  disease  contracted  while  in  that  loath- 
some prison.  Few  men  in  Washington  or  Jefferson 
Counties  have  more  friends  than  Maj.  L.  B.  Fleak. 
Of  a  jovial  disposition,  he  manages  to  keep  every 
one  around  him  in  good  humor.  He  is  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  knows  well  how  to 
express  himself  upon  every  subject  of  general  inter- 
est. For  more  than  half  a  century  Maj.  and  Mrs. 
Fleak  have  lived  together  as  husband  and  wife. 
That  they  may  live  to  celebrate  their  diamond 
wedding  is  the  most  siuct^re  desire  of  every  friend. 

H.  PP;AR,S0N,  Postmaster  of  Ainsworth, 
and  e'ditor  of  the  Ainsworth  Clipper,  printed 
by  steam,  is  a  native  of  Allegheny  County, 
{^^  Pa.,  born  March  31,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jesse  and  Marj'  J.  Pearson,  a  sketch  of  whom  will 
be  found  in  this  work.  He  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  this  county  in  1856,  and  was  reared  on 
the  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  On 
the  27th  of  December,  1870,  he  was  united  in  mar- 


riage  with  Miss  Nancy  E.  Utterback,  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Eleanor  (Bryan)  Utterback.  She 
was  born  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  in  1852.  They 
have  six  children — Charles  S.,  William  P.,  IMary  J., 
John  H.,  Emma  J.  and  Margaret  E. 

Mr.  Pearson  continued  in  general  farming  until 
1874,  when  he  built  a  greenhouse  near  Ainsworth, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  floriculture  and 
vegetable  seed-growing.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
a  fine  farm  on  section  32,  consisting  of  120  acres  of 
land,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  on 
which  he  now  resides.  In  1874  he  commenced, 
and  still  contihues,  to  publish  the  Western  Farmer 
and  Horticulturist,  which  has  a  large  circulation 
throughout  the  United  States.  He  also  edits  and 
publishes  the  Clipper,  which  was  commenced  in 
1883.  Politically  Mr.  Pearson  is  a  Democrat,  and 
in  1887  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Ainsworth  by 
President  Cleveland.  He  is  a  member  of  Orient 
Lodge  No.  365,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Religiously  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  As  may  be  inferred  from  what  has 
been  written,  Mr.  Pearson  is  an  energetic  man,  and 
in  the  various  lines  of  business  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed he  has  been  fairly  successsful. 


E.  CORNISH,  editor  of  the  Riverside 
Leader,  was  born  in  Manchester,  Delaware 
Co.,  Iowa,  Nov.  4,  1860.  He  is  the  son  of 
Horace  M.  and  Effie  (Post)  Cornish.  Both  were 
natives  of  and  were  married  in  Wyoming  County, 
N.  Y.  The  father  came  from  New  York  about 
1858,  and  established  himself  in  Manchester,  Iowa, 
in  the  mercantile  business,  returned  to  his  native 
count}',  and  was  wedded  to  Miss  Effie  Post,  and  the 
young  couple  at  once  became  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  the  new  Northwest.  Horace 
Cornish  might  properly  lie  termed  a  "Yankee,"  his 
father,  Lemuel  Cornish,  being  denominated  such, 
but  was  of  Welsh  decent.  He  was  both  a  farmer 
and  miller,  operating  at  Perr}-,  N.  Y.,  for  many 
years.  He  wedded  Miss  Jackson.  Both  lived  and 
died  at  Perry,  N.  Y.,  but  left  a  large  family  of 
children,  of  whom  Horace  was  the  second  son,  and 
with  his  brother,  Hilliard  P.  Cornish,  a  commercial 
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salesman,  of  Clierokee,  Iowa,  were  the  only  mem- 
bers of  the  faiuilj'  that  came  West  to  stay. 

Horace  Cornish  remained  in  business  during  his 
lifetime  in  this  State,  and  was  a  verj'  successful 
merchant.  He  was  also  Postmaster  at  Manchester 
for  several  years.  His  death  occurred  Dee.  25, 
1883,  aged  fifty-one  years.  His  wife  still  resides  at 
Manchester.  The  Post  (formerlj'  Van  Post)  ances- 
try were  of  Holland-Dutch  origin.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Christopher  Post,  was  born 
and  married  in  New  Jerse}'.  After  the  celebration 
of  that  event  he  removed  to  Wyoming  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  the  family  was  among  the  first  settlers. 
Christopher  Post  w.is  one  of  the  thrifty  pioneers,  and 
cleared  up  a  nice  farm  upon  which  he  reared  a  family 
consisting  of  ten  daughters  and  two  sons.  Of  the 
daughters,  Ellie,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  the 
youngest.  The  aged  parents  left  the  farm  and  pur- 
chased property  in  Gainesville,  N.  Y.,  where  both 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Cornish  were  the  parents 
of  two  children,  our  subject  and  Katie.  The  latter 
died  when  onlj'  two  years  of  age,  consequently  the 
sole  heir  to  the  name  and  fortune  of  Horace  N. 
Cornish  is  Fred  E.,  his  son.  He  was  educated  in 
his  native  town,  and  early  evinced  a  taste  for  news- 
paper work.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  Manchester  Democrat  and 
learned  the  printer's  trade.  One  year  from  that 
time,  in  company  with  L.  P.  Hunt,  he  went  to 
Lanesboro,  Minn.,  and  purchased  the  Lanesboro 
Journal,  which  after  being  successfully  conducted 
was  sold  later.  From  Lanesboro  Mr.  Coi'nish  went 
to  Mitchell,  Dak.,  and  became  foreman  of  the 
daily  Rejiublicaii,  and  eighteen  months  later  pur- 
chased the  .Jesup  (Iowa)  Critic,  which  he  subse- 
quently sold,  and  later  came  to  Riverside,  purchas- 
ing the  Riverside  Leader,  established  by  Wheeler 
&  Cartwright,  the  first  issue  being  made  Aug.  14, 
1883.  Several  unsuccessful  attempts  had  previously 
been  made  to  make  a  self-sustaining  jiaper  in  the 
new  town,  but  most  efforts  had  proved  failures  un- 
til Mr.  Cornish  assumed  the  management.  The 
Netrs  was  the  first  title,  but  later  the  Leader  was 
the  name  adopted,  and  under  this  fitting  cognomen 
it  makes  weekly  visits  to  hundreds  of  families 
^ '    throughout  Southeastern  Iowa.     It  is  purel}'  local 
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and  has  no  political  views,  although  its  editor  and 
proprietor  is  a  Repul)lican.  We  can  only  do  the 
Leader  justice  by  saying  that  it  contains  a  volume 
of  interesting  locals  each  week,  which  are  carefully 
written,  and  no  local  paper  could  desire  a  better  cir- 
culation, and  surely  the  people  of  this  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  residents  of  Riverside  in  particular, 
have  ever}'  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  news}'   pages. 


"ifj  OHN  WOLFE  resides  upon  section  21,  Marion 
I  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general 
I  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in 
(^|//  Alontgomery  County,  Ohio,  in  1844,  and  is 
the  son  of  Lewis  and  Catherine  (Rilej')  Wolfe,  the 
former  a  native  of  Germanj',  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsj'lvania.  When  John  was  but  five  years  of 
age,  his  parents  left  Montgomerj-  Countj'  and  went 
to  Miami  County,  in  that  State,  where  the}'  lived 
until  18.')6,  when  they  emigrated  to  W.ashington 
County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Brighton  Township, 
where  his  father  rented  a  farm.  His  father  yet  lives 
in  this  county  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  Township, 
which  he  has  rented  for  twenty  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  enlisted  Aug.  20.  1862, 
in  Co.  A,  2oth  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  two 
years  and  ten  months,  participating  in  all  the  bat- 
tles and  campaigns  in  which  the  regiment  was  en- 
gaged. It  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Arkan- 
sas Post,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Taylor  Ridge,  near  Ringgold,  Ga.,  Resaca,  the  At- 
lanta campaign,  Dallas,  Kcnnesaw,  Lost  Mountain, 
Chattahoochee  River,  Decatur,  Ga.,  Atlanta,  Jones- 
boro  and  Lone  .Toy.  While  on  his  way  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  Nashville,  Teun.,  the  train  was  wrecked 
near  Whiteside,  Teiin.,  Mr.  Wolfe  having  his  left 
arm  broken  and  shoulder  dislocated.  He  was  sent 
to  the  Cumberland  IIospit;»l,  at  Nashville,  Tenii., 
and  was  disabled  for  active  duties  on  .account  of  his 
injuries,  and  was  mustered  out  June  6,  186.5,  at 
Wasliington,  D.  (.'.  On  being  discharged  from  the 
service,  iic  rctiuiu'd  to  this  county  and  engaged  in 
farming. 

Mr.  Wolfe  was  first  married,  Aug.  10,  1866,  to 
Jane,  the  daughter  of  Solomon  Tucker.  She  was  a 
native  of  Indiana.     By  this  union  there  were  four 
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children:  IMary  Catherine,  now  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  John  Edward,  residing  in  this  county;  Will- 
iam Lewis  died  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and  Ella 
when  twelve  months  old.  Mrs.  Lewis  died  Aug. 
10,  1873,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  She  was 
born  Feb.  23,  1843.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Cin-istian'Chnreh  and  highly  regarded  by  all.  Mr. 
Wolfe's  second  marriage  occurred  M.iy  10,  1874, 
when  he  marrierl  Elizabeth  Marshal,  a  native  of 
Newton  County,  Mo.,  and  daughter  of  Elias  Mar- 
shal. By  this  union  there  have  ^been  six  children: 
Franklin'died  in  infancy;  Sherman,  Joseph,  Minnie, 
Thomas  and  Charles,  are  all  at  home. 

Li  the  fall  of  18G7,  Mr.  Wolfe  moved  to  New- 
ton County,  Mo.,  where  he  lived  five  years,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  then  moved  to  Jasper  Coun- 
tj',  the  same  State,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
lead  mines.  In  1875  he  returned  to  this  county 
and  rented  a  farm  in  Marion  Township,  where  he 
remained  until  1882,  when  he  bought  eightj'-five 
acres  on  sections  21  and  10,'  Marion  Township, 
where  he  has  since  continued  toi'cside.  Commenc- 
ing life  a  poor  boy,  he  has  through  his  own  indus- 
try, acquired  his; present  proijerty.  The  life  strug- 
gle, though  ^hard,  now  seems  to  belcrowned  with 
success.  Mr.  Wolfe  is  a  man  who  is  vvell  respected 
b3^  all  who  know  him.  Of  the  various  local  offices 
of  the  township,  he  has^fllled  that  of  Constable  for 
some  years,  and  is  at  present  School  Director.  He 
'  is  a  member  of  Post  No.  108,  G.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Wolfe 
is  a  member  ofjthe  ChristianXhurch. 
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F.  ALLEN,  M.  D.  This  well-known  and 
progressive  young  physician  of  Kalona,  is 
a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in  Lime  Creek  Town- 
^^^^  ship,  Washington  County,  Dec.  8,  1857,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Perlina  S.  (Wait)  Allen. 
After  leaving  the  district  school  he  completed  his 
literary  education  at  the  Washington  Academy. 
He  received  his  medical  education  at  the  State 
University,  at  Iowa  City,  graduating  in  the  medi- 
cal department  of  that  institution  March  7,  1883. 
He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Alexan- 
dria, Dak.,  where  he  remained  for  about  eight 
months,  when   he    removed    to  Morse,    Iowa,  and 


thence,  in  September,  1885,  to  Kalona,  where  he  is 
building  up  a  lucrative  practive,  and  acquiring 
the  reputation  of  a  careful  and  skillful  phy- 
sician, who  keeps  abreast  of  the  most  modern 
developments  in  the  science  of  medicine.  To  sup- 
ply the  needs  of  the  people  of  Kalona  and  vicinity 
Dr.  Allen  in  April,  1880,  opened  a  drug-store 
there,  the  only  one  in  the  place,  in  which  he  keeps 
a  full  supply  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  other  articles 
usuall}'  found  in  such  establishments. 

Dr.  Allen  was  married,  Dec.  10,  1885,  at  Morse, 
Iowa,  to  Rhoda  M.  GJardner,  a  native  of  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Sarah 
(Brewster)  Gardner.  The  Doctor  is  justly  re- 
garded as  a  rising  man.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Legion  of  Honor  and  in  politics  is  a  Repulilican. 

--> ^-^ ^ 


DMUND  RANDOLPH  JENKINS,  M.  D., 
firm  of  Scofield  &  Jenkins,  physicians 
geons,  Washington,  was  born  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  June  18,1848.  His  fa- 
ther, Amaziah  Jenkins,  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  was 
born  in  Connecticut.  His  mother,  Emeline  (Phelj)s) 
Jenkins,  was  also  a  native  of  the  latter  State. 
Amaziah  Jenkins  and  Emeline  Phelps  were  married 
in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  but  soon  afterward  settled  in 
Genesee  County.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Alpheus; 
Adelia,  a  widow  of  Ephraim  Meeks,  and  the  Doc- 
tor. Mr.  Jenkins  was  a  classmate  at  college  with 
Millard  Fillmore;  he  became  a  highly  educated 
man,  and  followed  teaching  as  a  profession  for  man}'' 
years.  In  politics,  he  was  an  Abolitionist,  and 
was  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  "underground  railroad,"  his  home 
being  a  refuge  for  escaping  slaves.  On  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Republican  party  he  became  identi- 
fied with  it,  and  continued  to  advocate  its  i)rinciples 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1875.  Mrs.  Jen- 
kins died  in  1850.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Old- 
School  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  eight  years  of 
age  when  his  mother  died,  and  two  years  later  he 
went  with  his  father  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  until  1801.  He  then 
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went  to  Loekport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended  school 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1864  went  to  Adams  County,  Wis.  In  1870  he 
went  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  entered  the  oflice  of  Dr.  H. 
T.  Cleaver,  and  subsequently  became  a  student  at 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  on  the  Kith  of  .hine, 
187-4.  He  soon  afterward  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  West  Chester,  this  county,  where  he 
followed  his  profession  until  .Tuly,  1885,  when  he 
formed  his  present  partnership  with  Dr.  Scofield. 
In  September,  1883,  he  attended  lectures  at  Belle- 
vue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  New  York  C'it}^ 
receiving  his  diploma  March  12,  1884.  The  Doctor 
is  a  member  of  the  County,  District  and  State 
Medical  Associations,  and  in  1885  and  1886  was 
President  of  tiie  County  Association.  ;■ 

Dr.  Jenkins  was  married  in  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
May  9,  187(;,  to  Miss  Agnes  Fletcher,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  .Jane  Fletcher.  By  this  union 
there  is  one  child,  Ada  L.  Dr.  and  Sirs.  Jenkins 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  As  a  physi- 
cian. Dr.  Jenkins  has  been  very  successful,  and  has 
secured  a  practice  second  to  no  other  physician  in 
this  section.  In  his  profession  he  is  well  read  and 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  experience  of  those  in  the 
remote  past,  but  is  willing  to  adopt  anj*  principle 
or  theory-  that  commends  itself  to  his  better  judg- 
ment. 
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JOHN  M.  RITTER,  M.  D.,  of  Richmond, 
was  born  in  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  John- 
son Co.,  Iowa,  July  5,  1855.  He  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Mar^'  (Stover)  Rittei". 
His  parents  were  among  the  very  earliest  pioneers 
of  Johnson  County,  having  settled  there  in  1838. 
His  father  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
in  1815.  He  learned  the  carpenter  trade  in  his 
youth,  but  has  devoted  most  of  hisi  life  to  farming. 
He  and  his  partner  made  the  first  corn-planter  used 
in  Johnson  County.  These  planters  were  used  ex- 
tensively in  that  and  adjoining  counties.  His 
mother  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  came 
to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in  1838.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hitter  were  married  in  Johnson  Cuuiity,  Iowa, 
and  were  the  first  couple  married  in   that   county. 


Thoj'  are  still  hale  and  heart}'  and  are  looking  for- 
ward to  celel)raling  their  golden  wedding  in  the 
near  future.  Mr.  Ritter  has  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  tlie  I'cace  for  thirty  years,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  an  interval  of  two  j-ears.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Ritter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  medical  education  at  the  State  Univer- 
sit\' at  Iowa  City.  Beginning  his  studies  in  1878, 
he  began  practice  in  the  winter  of  1880-81,  in  Iowa 
City,  while  studying  with  Dr.  Moon,  of  that  place. 
He  came  to  Richmond  in  the  spring  of  1882,  and 
has  been  in  practice  here  continually  since.  Dr. 
Ritter  was  married  at  Lone  Tree,  Johnson  Co., 
Iowa,  Nov.  5,  1880,  to  Miss  MuUie  C.  Janney,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Ellen  (West)  Jannej'.  Mrs. 
Ritter  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  15, 
1850.  They  have  one  child,  a  son,  Llewellyn  B., 
born  at  Richmond,  Oct  6,  1884.  Mrs.  Ritter  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Ritter  follows  the  faith  of  his  father. 
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NDREW  KENDALL,  a  resident  of  Wash- 
(Ofl  iugton,  though  not  numbered  among  the 
ll\  first  in  Washington  County,  is  3'et  a  pio- 
neer of  the  State,  and  of  the  neighboring 
county  of  Louisa,  locating  in  that  county  in  1839. 
He  is  a  native  of  that  portion  of  Bedford  County, 
Pa.,  now  comprising  the  county  of  Fulton,  and  was 
born  Nov.  18,  1814.  He  is  the  son  of  Francis  and 
Jane  (Gibson)  Kendall,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  same  State  and  county.  Francis  Kendall  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  with  the  rank  of 
Captain.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cooper,  which  occupation  he  followed  in  connec- 
tion with  farming.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig,  a 
great  admirer  of  Ilenr^-  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster. 
For  eighteen  years  he  held  the  otiice  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  his  native  county.  Francis  and  .Tane 
Kendall  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  only 
two  of  whom  are  now  living — Francis  G.,  of  Keo- 
kuk Count}',  Iowa,  and  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch. 
Sarah  McKec,  formerly  of  NVashington,  died  July 
16,  1887.  The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Kendall  were 
among  the  first  to  settle  in  Big  Cove  Valle}',  Bed- 
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ford  Co.,  Pa.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Associate 
Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  was  also  a  member. 
Both  died  in  their  native  county,  after  having  lived 
in  wedlock  over  fifty  years. 

Andrew  Kendall  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  as 
free  schools  were  unknown  in  his  day,  and  the  coun- 
try subscription  schools  were  not  of  the  best,  his 
education  was  limited  as  far  as  schools  were  con- 
cerned. In  1838  he  left  his  native  county  and 
came  West,  stopping  for  one  year  in  Illinois,  and 
then  crossing  the  Mississippi  River,  located  in  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  1850,  when 
he  came  to  Washington.  In  1843,  he  was  married 
in  Louisa  County  to  Miss  Nancy  Jones,  a  native  of 
Barren  County,  Ky.,  born  in  1824,  and  daughter 
of  John  Jones.  Five  children  were  born  to  them 
— Sarah  E.,  Martha  A.,  Ella;  Ada,  wife  of  Robert 
W.  Gibson,  of  Chicago,  and  Gertie. 

On  coming  to  Washington,  Mr.  Kendall  engaged 
in  the  furniture  trade,  in  which  he  continued  for 
eight  years,  since  which  time  he  has  followed  va- 
rious vocations,  and  in  1880  was.  elected  Recorder 
of  the  county;  was  re-elected  in  1883,  and  served 
four  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  for  six  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, having  voted  with  that  party  since  its  organi- 
zation. Religiously,  he  has  for  many  years  been 
connected  with  the  LTnited  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  for  thirty  years  was  one  of  the  Ruling  Elders 
of  the  church  in  this  city.  On  account  of  failing 
health  he  was  compelled  to  resign  the  position. 

Andrew  Kendall  is  a  man  well  known  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Washington  County,  and  no  one  stands 
higher  in  the  esteem  of  all.  An  honest  man  and  a 
conscientious  Christian,  he  passes  along  life's  path- 
way, living  out  in  his  life  the  blessed  teachings  of 
the  Son  of  Man. 

OSEPH  KECK.     Among  the  solid  business 

men  of  Washington  County  none   deserve 

more  notice  in  this  work  than  the  subject  of 

the  present  sketch,  who  is  numbered  among 

the    pioneers    of    1842,    and     who    has    not    only 

^ '    witnessed    the    remarkable    growth    of    town    and 


country,  but  who  has  contributed  to  its  develop- 
ment as  much  as  any  other  man  within  its  borders. 
Joseph  Keck  was  born  Nov.  29,  1819,  in  Hunting- 
don County,  Pa.  In  1838,  his  parents  moved  to 
Delaware  County,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  some 
years,  and  then  moved  to  White  County,  Ind., 
where  they  resided  till  their  death  a  few  years  ago. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  five  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  religiously,  were  connected 
with  the  German  Baptists,  better  known  as  Dunk- 
ards.  They  lived  simple  Christian  lives,  such  as  are 
peculiar  to  the  religious  body  with  which  they 
were  identified,  and  died  in  the  faith. 

The  educational  advantages  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  were  limited  indeed,  confined  principally 
to  the  old  log  school-house,  with  its  well-known 
puncheon  floor,  slab  seats  and  writing-desks,  with 
fireplace  occupying  almost  one  entire  side  of  the 
house,  and  the  birch  rod  just  above  the  master's 
desk.  A  description  of  the  old  log  school-house  often 
affords  amusement  to  those  educated  in  the  more 
modern  buildings,  but  from  just  such  educational 
institutions  have  graduated  many  of  the  most  noted 
men  of  the  Union,  such  as  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
others.  The  little  knowledge  acquired  therein 
often  served  but  .as  the  basis  for  more  extended 
readings,  culminating  in  the  well-read  common- 
sense  lawyer,  minister,  physician  or  business  man. 
As  in  the  case  of  many  others,  so  it  has  been  in  that 
of  Mr.  Keck;  he  has  made  proper  use  of  all  the 
helps  placed  in  his  way,  until  he  possesses  a 
practical  knowledge  of  men  and  events  far  better 
than  any  mere  theory  could  be. 

On  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Ohio,  Joseph 
was  apprenticed  to  a  cabinet-maker  for  two  years, 
that  he  might  learn  the  trade.  For  his  services  he 
received  with  board  $20  for  the  first  year,  and  $30 
for  the  second.  Out  of  this  amount  he  had  to  pur- 
chase his  clothing,  leaving  him  but  a  small  sum 
at  the  end  of  the  time  with  which  to  begin  life. 
But  he  had  what  was  still  better,  strong  arms,  a 
firm  will,  and  a  determination  to  make  something 
of  himself.  At  this  time  he  had  a  brother  living 
in  Western  Illinois,  who  advised  him  to  come  West, 
as  the  opportunities  were  much  greater  for  acquir- 
ing a  competency  in  that  State  or  in  Iowa  than  in 
Ohio.       Accordingly,   in    1842,   he  started  upon  a 
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prospecting  tour,  and  after  visiting  several  places 
finally  decided  to  locate  in  Wjisliington,  the  counts- 
seat  of  Washington  County.  Here  he  started  the 
first  cabinet-shop,  and  with  that  energy  and  push 
that  have  since  distinguished  him,  soon  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  large  and  lucrative  trade.  In  this 
business  he  continued  for  eight  years,  when  he  sold 
out  and  eng.iged  in  buying  and  selling  real  estate. 
The  same  success  that  attended  him  in  the  cabinet 
trade  followed  him  in  this  latter  business,  notwith- 
standing the  hard  times  of  1H.J7  and  the  years  that 
followed  it.  In  1859  a  branch  of  the  State  Bank 
was  established  here  and  Mr.  Keek  became  one  of 
its  largest  stockholders  and  a  Director.  In  1861, 
he  was  elected  President,  which  position  he  held 
until  the  bank  was  merged  into  the  First  National 
Bank,  in  18G4.  On  the  organization  of  tlie  latter 
institution,  he  was  elected  President,  and  with  the 
exception  of  :i  year  or  two  has  since  held  that 
office. 

On  the  2Gth  of  March,  1844,  Mr.  Keck  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Jackson,  a  native 
of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
Jackson,  who  were  also  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neers of  Washington  County.  Five  children  were 
born  to  them:  Irving  N.,  now  in  Florida;  Mary  C, 
now  the  wife  of  Wayne  G.  Simmons,  of  Santa  Fe, 
N.  M. ;  Viola  1.,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Phelps,  of 
Washington;  Luella  C,  now  the  wife  of  Eugene 
Crandall,  of  Red  Willow  County,  Neb.;  Charles 
H.,  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
Washington,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Keck  was  a  lady  highly 
esteemed  for  her  social  qualities,  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Washington,  and 
died  in  February,  187',),  mourned  alike  by  family 
and  friends.  Mr.  Keck  was  the  second  time  united 
in  marriage,  .luly  31),  1HS2,  to  Fannie  Hale,  of 
Washington  County,  and  daughter  of  John  and 
Amanda  P.  Hide.  With  his  wife,  he  resides  in  a 
beautiful  liome  three  blocks  west  of  the  square. 

As  remarked  in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  no 
man  in  Washington  County  is  more  worthy  a  record 
in  this  volume  than  Joseph  Keck.  He  is  a  man  of 
superior  judgment,  a  close  observer  and  a  gentle- 
man in  every  respect.  In  the  buihling  up  of  city 
and  county,  he  has  contributed  liberally  of  his 
1  means  and  deserves  that  which   he  has,  the  good 


opinion  and  respect  of  every  citizen  of  the  county. 
An  excellent  portrait  of  Mr.  Keck  will  be  seen  upon 
an  accompanying  page. 

^^EOKGE  R.  BLACK,  United  .States  Mall 
III  ,— ,  Agent  on  the  Burlington.  Cedar  Rapids  & 
^^j)  Northern  li;)ilroad,  has  a  run  from  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  to  Albert  Lee,  Minn.  He  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1853,  and  is  the  son  of  llirani  11.  and  Mary  A. 
(Morris)  Black,  who  were  :dso  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. (See  sketch  of  Hiram  H.  Black.)  When 
but  SIX  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
adopted  State,  supplemented  by  a  partial  course  at 
tlie  Agricultural  College  at  Ames. 

Mr.  Black  was  married  in  .>It.  Pleasant.  Iowa, 
on  the  loth  of  October,  1879,  to  Miss  R.  V.  Pratt, 
a  daughter  of  E.  Porter  Pratt,  a  pioneer  of  Iowa, 
now  residing  in  Marion  Township,  Washington 
County,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  By  this  union  there  are  three  children — 
Ilarley  H.,  Maida  and  Porter.  In  October,  1880, 
Mr.  Black  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  of 
mail  agent,  after  having  passed  a  very  creditable 
examination.  His  record  during  the  past  year  has 
been  a  good  one,  there  being  very  few  errors 
charged  to  him  in  the  distribution  of  the  mail. 
Politically,  Mr.  Black  is  a  (ireenbacker. 


vy       im  H.  DAYTON  is  engaged  in  general   farm- 
\\\      ///    ; A  stock-raising  on  section  24,  Seven- 


ying  and  s 
^  „      ty-Six  T( 


rownship.  He  is  a  native  of  Alle- 
ghany County,  Md.,  born  May  12,  1835,  and  is  the 
sou  of  Nicholas  and  Rebecca  (McCormick)  Day- 
ton, who  were  also  natives  of  Marylan<l.  They 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living:  W.  II.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary  A.,  the  widow  of  W.  T.  .Miller,  now  living 
in  W.ashingtou;  Maria,  the  widow  of  T.  M.  Gentz- 
ler,  now  living  in  Columbus  City,  Iowa.  In  1842 
Nicholas  Dayton  left  Marylanil  with  his  family  for 
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Iowa.  They  fiist  located  in  Burlington,  and  in  tiie 
spring  of  1 843  came  to  Washington  County,  and 
settled  on  section  19,  Cedar  Township,  where  the 
father  died  in  1.S74.  The  mother  died  when  W.  H. 
was  but  a  small  boy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Washington 
County  with  his  father,  and  remained  at  home  until 
February-,  1859,  when  he  went  to  California  by  way 
of  New  York  and  Panama,  being  twenty-one  days 
en  route  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco.  He  re- 
mained in  California  until  18G9,  engaged  in  mining 
and  lumbering,  following  the  latter  occupation  for 
seven  j'ears.  He  was  quite  successful  while  in  Cali- 
fornia. When  he  went  to  that  new  Eldorado  there 
was  a  choice  of  two  routes,  by  water,  and  overland 
by  means  of  teams,  the  latter  requiring  several 
months  in  making  the  trip.  While  in  California, 
the  great  Union  Pacific  Railroad  was  constructed, 
and  on  that  line  of  road  he  returned  to  Iowa,  ar- 
riving in  his  old  home  in  Cedar  Township  Oct.  19, 
1869. 

Just  before  leaving  California,  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1809,  Mr.  Dayton  was  united  to  Miss  Martha 
J.  Matthews,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  born  May  8, 
1846,  and  daughter  of  Eugene  and  Maria  (Jackson) 
Matthews,  who  were  natives  of  New  York.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  with  his  young  bride,  Mr.  Dayton 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  24,  Seventy- 
Six  Township.  When  he  purchased  this  land,  it 
was  in  its  wild  state,  but  he  immediately  went  to 
work  to  improve  it,  and  to-day  has  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  Washington  County.  By  subsequent  pur- 
chase he  has  added  1 18  acres  to  his  farm,  making  a 
total  of  278  acres.  All  the  im|)rovements  upon  the 
place  are  of  the  better  class,  and  Mr.  Dayton  has 
reason  to  be  proud  of  the  success  that  has  attended 
him  since  his  return  from  the  Golden  State. 

Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dayton:  Charley  Howard,  born  Oct.  12,  1871, 
died  Dec.  27,  1876;  Nellie  B.,  born  Feb.  12,  1876; 
Orville  L.,  Dec.  5,  1878;  Edith,  Dec.  13,  1886. 
Mrs.  Dayton  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  The  life  of  Mr.  Dayton  is  but  another 
illustration  of  what  ma3'  be  accomplished  iiy  the 
youth  of  this  land.  Starting  in  life  without  means, 
he  has  toiled  on,  been  economical  in  his  habits,  and 
through  his  own  exertions,  asssisted  by  his  good 
-<• 


wife,  has  acquired  enough  of  this  world's  goods  to 
render  him  and  his  comfortable  through  life.  In 
addition  to  general  farming  he  is  engaged  some- 
what extensively  in  stock-raising.  Politically,  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  takes  considerable  in- 
terest in  political  affairs,  always  being  ready  to  con- 
tribute of  his  time  and  means  for  the  success  of  his 
party. 


bIRAM  H.  BLACK,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
on  section  22,  Washington  Township,  was 
-,  ,-.  i)0i-ij  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Charlotte  (Heaton)  Black,  the  former  born  in 
Adams  County,  Pa.,  in  1777,  and  the  latter  in  Vir- 
ginia about  1792.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Henry,  of 
Lucas  County,  Iowa;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  K. 
Bell,  and  Charlotte,  the  wife  of  Dr.  D.  Rogers,  both 
of  Greene  County,  Pa. ;  William,  also  of  Greene 
County;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  L.  Baker,  of  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  his  native  State.  He  was 
married  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  his  wife's  birth- 
place, June  8,  1848,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Morris,  who 
was  born  in  1824,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Mor- 
ris. They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  liv- 
ing: George  R.,  a  mail  agent  on  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  from  Burling- 
ton to  Albert  Lee,  Minn.;  William  M.,  of 
Washington;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Palmer, 
of  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Lottie  L.,  a  graduate  of 
the  High  School  of  Washington;  Samuel  A.  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five.  In  1859  the  family 
came  to  Washington  County.  Iowa,  and  located  on 
section  25,  Washington  Township,  where  they  re- 
mained four  years,  and  then  came  to  their  present 
farm  on  section  22.  Mr.  Black  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  has  given 
each  of  his  children  a  good  education.  The  home 
farm  consists  of  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land,  all 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Black  is  a  man  well  posted  in  the  affairs  of 
his  country  and  State,  and  is  well  able  to  express 
himself  on  all   matters  of  public   interest.     In  the 
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neighborhood  where  he  has  resided  for  so  many 
years  he  is  highly  regarded  by  his  neighbors,  and 
is  well  worthy  of  their  esteem. 
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ON.  WILLIAM  H.  LEWIS,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Washington  County,  is  a  native  of 
Lincoln  County,  Ky.,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Cassander  (Leasure)  Lewis,  the  former 
born  in  Mar3iand,  Sept.  17,  17CG,  and  the  latter 
March  11,  1772,  in  the  same  State.  They  removed 
to  Botetourt  County,  Va.,  and  subsequently  to  Lin- 
coln Couuty,  K3'.,  wliere  they  remained  until  1822, 
when  they  emigrated  to  Decatur  County,  Ind., 
where  Mr.  Lewis  made  a  claim  in  a  heavily  tim- 
bered countrv,  literally  hewing  a  home  out  of  the 
wilderness.  In  1845  he  came  to  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Iowa,  wliere  both  died,  the  husband  Dec.  21, 
I80I,  and  the  wife  March  'J  of  the  same  year.  They 
had  lived  together  as  man  and  wife  for  over  sixty 
years,  and  during  all  of  that  time  both  had  been 
members  of  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
were  worthj^  and  highly'  esteemed  members  of  the 
community. 

Thej'  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows: 
Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  May  21,  1793, 
and  died  in  Indiana;  John,  born  Jan.  2,  17'J8,  died 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  born  March  4, 
1801,  became  the  wife  of  William  Douglas,  and 
both  died  in  Indiana;  James,  born  Jan.  29,  1804, 
died  at  Afton,  Iowa;  Mary,  born  Jan.  7, 1813,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Donald,  and  is  now  deceased;  and 
William  B.,  who  was  next  after  James,  and  was 
born  Sept.  4,  180(j.  He  was  sixteen  years  old  when 
his  parents  emigrated  to  Indiana,  where  he  assisted 
his  father  in  making  a  iiome,  attending  sch()t)l  three 
months  in  winter  in  a  log  sciiool-house,  with  punch- 
eon floor  and  slab  seats. 

In  1838,  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  to  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  (Barr)  Donnell, 
who  had  settled  in  Decatur  County,  Ind.,  in  1823. 
Mrs.  Lewis  Wiis  born  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  July 
7,  1809.  Her  parents  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
but  one  besides  Mrs.  Lewis  now  survives,  a  brother, 
John  R.,  living  in  Oreensburg,  Ind.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donnell  were  members  of  the  I'resb^'terian  Church, 


and  were  highly  respected  for  their  many  Christian 
virtues. 

Since  coming  to  Iowa,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have 
lived  on  the  same  section  where  they  first  made  their 
home,  a  continuous  residence  of  forty-two  years. 
In  early  life  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  Whig,  and  an  ardent 
admirer  of  Henrj'  Clay.  After  the  passage  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law,  he  atfiliated  with  the  Free- 
soilers  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
in  which  he  took  an  active  part.  In  185()  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1859  to  the 
State  Senate,  filling  those  imjjortant  offices  with 
credit  to  himself,  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  ten  are  now  living:  Samuel  M. 
is  in  California;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  (iilniore 
Vincent,  of  this  county ;  Robert  P.,  also  of  this 
county,  was  a  soldier  in  Co.  A,  2.Tth  Iowa,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war;  .James  IL,  of  this 
county,  served  one  year  in  the  7th  Iowa,  when  he 
was  discharged  for  phj'sical  disability;  Mary  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Marshall,  of  Clay  County,  Kan., 
Elizabeth  £.  is  unmarried,  and  lives  in  Dakota; 
Thomas  L.  and  John  are  residents  of  Washington 
County;  Cassander  J.  and  Josephine  live  with  their 
parents.     The  deceased  son  was  named  Nathaniel. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  empli:ilically  ;i  self-made  man.  In 
earl^'  life  lie  had  but  limited  opportunities,  but  be- 
ing always  a  student,  and  blessed  with  a  retentive 
nienor3',  has  become  unusually  well  read.  He  and 
his  wife,  now  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  their  wedded 
life,  have  been  life-long  Christians  and  members  of 
the  United  I'resbyterian  Church,  of  which  for  many 
years  he  w.as  an  Elder.  An  old  and  well-known  resi- 
dent of  the  county',  Mr.  Lewis  has  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  its  citizens. 
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F20RGE  PARK,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Washington  County.  He  was 
born  in  Hampshire  County,  A'a.,  in  1806, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood,  an<l  married  Miss  Ann 
Harder,  who  was  born  near  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  in 
1809.  At  an  carl}'  day  they  moved  to  Ohio  and 
settled    near   Columbus.     In   1837    they    came  to 
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Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  first  located  in 
Marion  Township,  where  they  remained  a  short 
time,  and  then  moved  to  section  23,  Brighton  Town- 
ship, where  he  improved  a  fine  farm.  At  the  time 
the  family  came  to  Washington  County  there  were 
many  Indians  in  the  neighborhood,  but  they  were 
never  disturl)ed  by  them.  For  some  time  their 
trading  was  all  done  at  Burlington.  Cin  their  first 
visit  to  the  latter  place  there  was  but  one  brick 
building  in  the  place.  The  country  between  here 
and  there  was  but  little  better  than  a  wilderness, 
and  neighbors  were  few  and  far  between. 

Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Park  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  living:  Jemima,  the  widow 
of  Theodore  Campbell,  who  was  killed  during  the 
Rebellion,  while  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, is  now  living  in  Brighton  Township ;  Elias  is  a 
farmer  in  the  same  township,  and  Martlia,  the 
widow  of  Nathan  Brown,  now  resides  in  California. 
Mr.  Park  died  Dec.  6,  1846,  but  a  few  months  after 
Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  Mrs.  Park  is 
still  living  in  Brighton  Township,  at  the  age  of 
seventy -eight  years.  For  many  years  she  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  EjMscopal  Church,  and 
is  a  sincere  Christian   woman,  respected  b^'  all  who 


know  her. 
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VW.  MASON,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
sides on  section  18,  Oregon  Township, 
where  he  is  the  owner  of  220  acres  of  land 
known  as  the  .John  Stone  Farm,  and  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  and  best  in  the  county'.  He  was  born 
in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  in  1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Isabell  (Neff)  Mason,  who  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  descent.  They 
emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  La  Salle  County, 
111.,  in  1829,  and  settled  where  they  still  reside,  be- 
ing among  the  oldest  settlers  of  tliat  county.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough,  was  required  to  do  his 
part  in  its  cultivation.  The  business  of  farming  he 
has  followed  successfully  thus  far  through  life.  For 
I  some  years  he  was  principally  engaged  in  shipping 
stock,  but  now  confines  himself  principally  to 
r  '  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is  considered 
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a  model  farmer.  Mr.  Mason  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  in  1807,  with  Miss 
Lovina,  daughter  of  Marcus  and  Caroline  Preston. 
She  was  born  in  New  York  in  1841.  By  this  union 
there  are  seven  children — Wesley  J.,  Wallace  C, 
Cora  n.,  W.  Willis,  Alcestra  I.,  Wilburn  F.  and 
Milton  H. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Mason  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  51st  111. 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  two  years.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Shiloh,  Stone  River,  and  other  engage- 
ments of  less  note.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man, 
and  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
county.  His  life  is  a  good  example  of  what  pluck 
and  energy  have  accomplished.  Everything  around 
him  denotes  system  and  good  management.  He 
feeds  and  ships  his  own  stock.  As  a  citizen  he  is 
highly  respected,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  all  who  know  him. 


DWARD  T.  HEBENER,  of  the  firm  of 
Hebener  &  Son,  marble  dealers,  was  born  in 
Northampton  County,  Pa.,  April  22,  1818. 
He  is  the  son  of  Anthony  and  Mary  M.  (Knaus) 
Hebener,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  county.  There  was  a  family  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults,  but  there  are  but 
three  now  living:  Lewis,  of  Decatur  County,  Iowa; 
Matilda,  residing  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  the 
widow  of  John  D.  Bedewell,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  In  1834  the  family  moved  to  Tuscarawas 
County,  Ohio,  where  the  parents  both  died.  They 
were  members  of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  tiiat  body. 

Edward  T.  Hebener  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  State,  and  when  the  family 
moved  to  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  marble  cutting,  with 
a  brother-in-law,  and  served  three  years,  receiving 
for  his  services  his  board  and  clothes,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  at  the  end  of  his  apprenticeship 
he  was  to  receive  a  kit  of  tools  and  an  extra  suit 
of  clothes.  The  latter  part  of  the  contract  was 
never  complied  with,  and  he  was  sent  forth  with 
only  a  knowledge  of  his  trade.      On  the    1 3th   of 
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May,  1846,  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage witli  Sarah  R.  Haines,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Harrison  County  in  Septeml)er,  1826.  Of  tiiis 
union  there  are  four  children  living,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Hiram  resides  in  McPhorson,  Kan., 
where  he  i.-<  engaijed  in  the  marble  business;  diaries 
is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Ilebener  & 
Son,  Wasliington,  Iowa;  Leonora  is  the  wife  of  C. 
D.  Kiml)all,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Wash.  Ter. ;  Sarah  is 
the  wife  of  A.  N.  Alberson,  of  Washington,   Iowa. 

In  1848  Mr.  Hebener  moved  to  Iowa,  and  located 
in  Farmington,  \'an  Buren  County,  and  in  1849 
did  the  first  marble  cutting  in  the  State,  for 
Ilarve}'  Rny.  of  Burlington.  In  185(1  lie  moved  to 
Montrose,  where  he  engaged  in  the  marble  busi- 
ness and  remained  three  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Muscatine,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  trade. 
In  1858  he  came  to  Wasliington  and  started  the  first 
marble  business  in  Washington  County.  For  a 
period  of  almost  tiiirty  years  he  has  lieen  engaged  in 
that  trade  in  Washington,  and  no  man  is  more  widely 
or  favorably  known. 

When  Mr.  Ilebener  came  to  the  State  his  entire 
worldly  possession  was  a  ^5  gold  piece,  which  he 
loaned  to  one  whom  he  supposed  needed  it  worse 
than  he  did,  and  who,  it  is  presumed,  lias  always 
since  needed  it,  for  it  has  never  been  returned. 
For  his  first  j'ear's  worlv  he  received  only  $2.50  in 
cash,  the  remainder  being  in  trade.  But  lie  did 
not  despair.  He  believed  in  tlie  good  time  coining, 
and  continued  to  work  away,  with  the  firm  hope  of 
seeing  a  brighter  day.  Wiiile  his  anticipations 
may  never  have  been  realized  to  the  full  extent, 
he  has  always  been  enabled  to  live  comfortably  and 
la3-  bj-  a  little  for  a  rainy  day.  While  a  citizen  of 
Cadiz,  he  assisted  in  raising  a  company  for  the 
Mexican  War,  but  did  not  himself  enter  the  service. 
During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  t(jok  an  active 
interest  in  securing  volunteers  for  the  service,  and 
being  an  excellent  fifer,  he  taught  quite  a  number 
the  use  of  tliat  instrument.  He  visited  the  various 
military  rendezvous  of  the  State  to  give  instruc- 
tion to  fifers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hebener  has  always  acted  with 
the  Democratic  party.  Socially,  he  isa  Mason,  and 
a  member  of  Havvkeye  Lodge  No.  30,  at  Musca- 
tine.    Religiously,  he  has  for  years  been  connected 


with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his 

wife  was  also  a  inemlier  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  11,  188C).  Asa  citizen,  Mr.  H.  is  al- 
ways ready  to  do  his  pari  in  advancing  the  interests 
of  his  adopted  home,  and  few  men  stand  higher  in 
the  estimation  of  the  people  witli  whom  he  has 
been  so  long  associated. 


EV.  F.  W.  HOri'MAXN,  pastor  of  the 
h  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  at  Richmond, 
was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  Nov.  8, 
^j  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Ignace  and  Frances 
(Nordmann)  Iloppmann.  He  was  educated  for  the 
priesthood  at  St.  Lawrence  College,  Calvary,  Wis., 
where  he  w.as  a  student  for  five  years.  He  also 
spent  one  year  at  St.  Joseph's  College,  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  and  was  also  a  student  at  St.  Francis.  Milwau- 
kee, and  at  St.  Vincent  College,  Westmoreland,  Pa., 
under  the  management  of  the  order  of  Beuedictines. 
He  was  ordained  at  the  latter  place  June  20,  1884. 
He  was  then  assigned  to  his  present  charge  and  en- 
tered upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  Julj*  3  of 
that  j'ear. 

Fathi'r  Iloppmann  has  endeared  himself  to  his 
congregation  by  his  ability,  wise  counsels  and 
genial  manners,  and  Christian  life,  and  under  his 
fostering  care  the  Cliurch  is  growing  in  members 
and  usefulness. 


B^^t< 


ylLLIAM  "SI.  ITLVER  is  eng.aged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  3i 
Dutch  Creek  Township.  He  w.as  born  in 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  23,  1828,  and  is  the 
son  of  Isaac  and  .Alelinda  (Brown)  Pulver,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York,  but  settled  in  Ohio  in 
1827.  Of  their  cliildren,  William  M.  is  the  only 
one  now  living.  Mrs.  Pulver  died  in  183().  She 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Pulver  was  subsequently  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Armstrong,  a  native  of 
Oliio,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  children,  ten 
of  whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  rcjired  on  a  farm,  and   his  early   ^  ' 
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life  was  varied  with  farm  work  and  in  attending  the 
common  schools.  "When  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
commenced  to  work  at  the  carpenter  trade  with  his 
father,  continuing  with  liim  until  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  old.  In  hS.')-'!  he  went  to  Wahasii,  Ind., 
and  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  fall  of  that  year, 
when  he  again  returned  home  and  here  remained 
until  tiic  fall  of  1854,  when  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
located  in  the  city  of  Clinton,  working  at  his  trade 
until  the  spring  of  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Wash- 
ington, Iowa,  and  continued  carpentering  until 
1862,  when  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  1  20  acres,  tuaking  a  fine  farm  of  1  60 
acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1858,  Mr.  Pulver  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Alexander,  a  na- 
tive of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  born  Oct.  6,  1833, 
and  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (McAllister) 
Alexander,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ohio.  Of  this 
union  there  are  six  children:  James  M.,  born  Oct. 
11,  1859;  S.  M.,  born  Feb.  ■25.  1861,  married  Miss 
Mar3'  E.  Bennet;  Amanda,  born  July  23,  1863,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Frederick  JNlnngole,  a  farmer  in 
Dutch  Creek  Township;  Isa.ac  and  Hannah,  twins, 
born  June  21,  1S71;  Jennie,  born  Feb.  2,  1875. 
Mrs  Pulver  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  Politically,  Jlr.  Pulver  is  a  Republican. 
He  has  held  several  of  the  township  offices  in  a 
most  creditable  manner.  He  is  a  fine  mechanic, 
and  has  usually  more  work  than  he  can  attend  to. 
To  each  of  his  children  he  has  given  a  good  educa- 
tion. Few  men  are  more  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


•f)AME.S  \V.  IIOUCK,  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
on  section  11,  Fianklin  Township,  is  a  na- 
tive of  that  township,  born  in  1857,  and  is  a 
son  of  A.  M.  and  Margaret  (Orendorf) 
Houek,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington. 
When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  left  home,  going  to 
Miiuieapolis,   Minn.,  where   he  remained  one  year, 


em|)loyed  in  a  shingle  f.actory.  From  there  he  went 
to  Jlissouri,  where  he  engaged  in  driving  a  stage 
from  Princeton  to  Bethany  for  about  six  months; 
thence  he  went  to  Austin,  Tex.,  and  remained  three 
months,  coming  upon  the  trail  with  cattle  to  Colo- 
rado. He  next  went  to  Wichita,  Kan.,  where  he 
engaged  in  running  a  restaurant  about  one  year. 
He  then  returned  to  Franklin  Township,  and  re- 
mained two  years,  engaged  in  farming.  Having  a 
desire  to  see  a  little  more  of  the  West,  he  went  to 
Salt  Lake,  Utah,  and  from  there  went  to  Carson 
City,  where  he  engaged  in  trading  for  more  than  a 
year.  Denver,  Col.,  was  his  next  objective  point, 
from  which  place  he  returned  home,  rented  a  farm 
of  his  father,  and  has  since  continued  to  reside  here. 
In  addition  to  general  farming,  he  is  engaged  some- 
what in  shipping  stock. 

ZRA  FISHBURN  is  a  retired  farmer  in  Craw- 
ford Township,  residing  upon  section  18. 
The  State  of  Virginia  has  furnished  many 
of  the  best  families  of  Iowa,  and  from  Augusta 
County  came  our  subject.  His  parents,  Philip  and 
Lydia  (Silling)  Fishburn,  were  reared  and  married 
in  that  State.  Philip  was  born  in  Maryland,  but 
his  parents  moved  to  Virginia  when  he  was  eight- 
een months  old.  Those  were  troublous  times,  and 
families  were  frequently  obliged  to  congregate  to- 
gether for  protection,  while  the  elders  went  to  mill 
at  Winchester,  100  miles  distant.  A  guard  always 
accompanied  the  trains  to  guard  against  attacks 
from  the  Indians. 

Philip  Fishburn  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children — Abraham,  Elizabeth  R.,  William  M., 
Ezra,  Daniel,  Levi  F.,  Lydia  A.,  David  A.,  George 
W.  and  Sally  A.  All  the  children  were  born  in  the 
house  on  the  old  homestead,  which,  in  the  days  of 
Indian  hostilities  was  used  as  a  fort,  and  loop-holes 
were  many  that  adorned  the  old  log  mansion  which 
is  yet  standing,  and  although  more  than  a  century 
old  is  in  possession  of  Daniel  Fishburn.  Ludwig 
and  Philip,  brothers  of  Deitrich  Fishl)urn,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  Philip  carrying  a  gun  and  Lud- 
a  team.     They  both  served  under  Gen, 
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Washington,  and  frequently  related  to  our  subject 
how  the  General  had  often  wept  when  seeing  his 
gallant  soldiers  wading  through  the  raire  and  snow 
with  bleeding  feet,  and  alwaj's  encouraged  them  by 
hoping  the  future  would  find  them  provided  for. 

The  Fishburns  were  of  German  origin,  and  have 
always  been  a  noted  family.  Two  of  the  cousins 
of  our  subject.  Julia  M.  and  Clement  C,  were  pro- 
fessors in  Washington  College,  Rockbridge  County, 
Va.  They  are  a  remarkably  long-lived  family. 
Philip,  above  mentioned,  reached  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  one  years,  and  Ludwig  died  when  nine- 
ty-two years  of  age.  The  parents  of  Ezra  remained 
in  the  old  home  in  Virginia  during  their  lifetime. 
The  father  lived  to  see  the  Union  preserved,  and 
was  buried  in  1865.  His  wife  lived  until  IJS81,  at 
which  time  she  was  eight}' -six  years  of  age.  H«r 
sons  were  members  of  dififerent  forces  during  the' 
late  war.  Abraham  S.,  who  wedded  Ann  Pomeroy," 
resides  at  Lacon,  111.  He  was  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral at  St.  Louis  until  ill-health  caused  his  resigna- 
tion. His  son,  Eugene  M.,  was  a  member  of  the- 
Chicago  Battery  at  the  same  time.  William  D. 
belonged  to  the  15th  Iowa,  of  which  he  was  Hospi- 
tal Steward,  serving  during  the  entire  campaign. 
He  is  the  husband  of  Caroline  Patterson,  whom  he 
married  in  Virginia;  they  are  now  residents  of 
Merrick  Count}',  Neb.  (ieorge  W.  was  Major  of  a 
Confederate  regiment  during  the  war,  serving  under 
Stonewall  Jackson.  He  now  resides  near  the  old 
homestead,  and  is  the  husbanil  of  Pet  Mills.  Dan- 
iel was  forced  into  the  Confederate  service,  and  it 
is  said,  while  guarding  a  mill  near  his  home,  an 
ofHcer  who  was  riding  by  said  to  him:  "We  have 
got  you  out  at  last."  "Yes,"  said  Daniel,  "you 
have  forced  me  into  the  service,  but  thank  God,  I 
carry  a  United  States  musket."  His  Union  senti- 
ments were  so  pronounced  that  he  was  allowed  to 
return  to  his  family  soon  afterward.  He  wedded 
Malinda  Crosby,  now  deceased. 

The  old  manor  was  known  during  the  war  as  the 
"Union  House,"  and  the  Fishburns  were  despoiled 
of  most  of  their  property.  During  the  progress  of 
the  war  the  Confederates  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Johnston,  posted  their  artillery  on  the  side  of 
a  hill  near  the  house.  Philip  Fishburn  was  sick  in 
bed,  and  a  messenger  was  sent  to  warn  the  family 
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to  leave  the  house,  as  arrangements  were  being 
m.ade  to  give  Gen.  Sheridan's  army  a  hot  reception. 
Philip  knew  another  road  which  ran  parallel  with 
the  one  the  rebels  expected  him  to  take,  and  sent 
Johnston  word  that  Sheridan  was  no  good,  and  that 
he  would  take  the  other  road,  get  behind,  and  capt- 
ure every  mother's  son  of  them.  The  hint  was 
acted  upon,  and  the  artillery  was  removed.  Levi 
is  a  resident  of  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  and  is  the 
husband  of  Catherine  Grenier;  he  was  forced  to 
remain  by  the  Confederates  and  attend  a  mill  dur- 
ing the  war.  William  was  a  bachelor,  and  unable 
to  work  by  re.asou  of  disaliilitj'.  During  the  war 
he  was  eng.aged  in  making  wooilen  canteens  for  the 
Confederate  army.  Levi  accumulated  "barrels"  of 
scrip,  a  part  of  wliicli  he  3'et  keeps  on  band  to  re- 
mind him  that  Confederate  money  will  not  run  a 
Union  mill.  Elizabeth  married  John  McCloud,  a 
native  of  Vei-niont,  and  they  reside  in  Rockingham 
County,  V.a.  Sally  A.  became  the  wife  of  John 
Kelly,  deceased.  She  resides  in  Augusta  County, 
J.- Va.:-  ■'■' 

Our  subject  w.as  born  in  1817,  and  wiis  married 
to  Martha  Anderson  in  1842.  She  was  born  in 
1825.  Their  eldest  children,  Huston  D.,  of  Jewell 
County,  Kan.,  and  Hester,  were  born  in  Mrginia. 
Huston  wedde<l  Hannah  Davis  since  the  war.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  the  4th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  was 
engaged  in  all  the  principal  battles  of  the  war. 
Hester  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Summers,  of  Marion 
Township,  this  county.  In  1844  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Delaware  County,  Ind.,  and  cleared  a 
farm  in  the  woods  of  that  State.  After  residing 
there  until  1852,  he  saddled  his  horse,  and  aloue, 
made  a  trip  to  this  State.  He  rode  across  these 
vast  prairies  and  was  well  pleased  with  the  country, 
but  after  his  return  to  Indiana  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile trade  in  Granville,  where  his  partner,  Will- 
iam Morris  (who  was  later  killed  by  Indians  in  the 
Bl.ack  Hills),  almost  made  him  a  bankrupt. 

Mr.  Fishburn  came  to  Iowa  again  in  1855,  and 
for  two  3'ears  sold  goods  for  R.  M.  Tickle  and 
Thomas  Tucker  in  Marshall.  He  owned  400  acres 
of  land  in  Missouri,  and  traded  it  for  a  quarter- 
section  near  Marshall,  where  he  first  began  farming. 
Later  he  purchased  a  farm  near  Havre  of  David 
Beusou,  and   in    18G4  bought  his  present  farm  in 
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Crawford  Township,  upon  which  he  still  resides. 
Many  of  the  most  substantial  improvements,  and 
all  the  fences  he  has  grown  since  coming.  More 
than  two  and  a  half  miles  of  hedge  fence  is  required 
to  surround  hjs  splendid  farm.  The  remainder  of 
his  children  are:  Lydia,  now  the  wife  of  Madison 
Tucker;  AVilliam  D.,  the  husband  of  Cynthia  Bai- 
ley; James,  a  bachelor,  who  were  born  in  Indiana; 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Lemon  Bailey,  of  Merrick  County, 
Neb.,  and  Charles,  the  husband  of  Mildred  U.  Fish- 
burn,  who  resides  in  tliis  township,  were  born  here. 
The  family  are  numerous  and  prosperous,  and 
our  subject  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
citizens  of  the  township.  Forty-five  years  of  a 
happy  married  life  have  sat  lightly  on  their  shoul- 
ders, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fishburn  have  lived  to  see 
their  children  well  married  and  settled  and  their 
grandchildren,  twenty  in  number,  have  nestled  in 
their  arms. 


^- 
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'\fj  AMES  ECKLES,  tile  manufacturer  and  far- 
mer, resides  upon  section  2,  township  75 
north,  of  range  8,  attachment  to  Washing- 
ton. He  came  to  this  county  in  1856,  and 
located  on  his  present  farm.  He  is  a  native  of 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  born  Dec.  1,  1828,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (.Shipman)  Eckles. 
John  Eckles  was  a  native  of  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  1801.  He  was  one  of  the 
best  and  most  influential  citizens  of  that  county, 
and  took  great  interest  in  its  welfare.  For  many 
years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  bis  native 
county.  Religiously,  he  was  connected  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  some  years 
was  an  Elder  in  that  body.  His  death  occurred 
Oct.  14,  1875;  his  wife  preceded  him  eight  years, 
dying  in  1867.  John's  grandfather,  the  great- 
grandfather of  James,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  Charles  Eckles,  the  grandfather 
of  James,  was  a  pioneer  of  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  very  prominent  in  his  day. 
-  The  boyhood  and  youth  of  James  Eckles  were 
spent  on  a  farm  and  in  a  mill.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools,  but  obtained  a  very  lib- 
eral  education.     On   the   7th   of  April,    1852,   he 


■^^ 


was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Ross,  a 
native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of  James 
and  Martha  A.  (Watson)  Ross.  She  is  well  edu- 
cated, and  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence and  refinement.  James  Ross  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1796  and  of  Welsh  descent. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eckles  are  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  still  living:  Martha  E.  is 
now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Simpson,  of  this  county; 
Annie  C.  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Purvis,  also  of 
this  county ;  prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  engaged 
as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington 
County.  William  T.  now  resides  near  his  father, 
and  is  engaged  in  operating  the  stone  quarry ; 
Mary  B.  resides  at  home;  Elizabeth  also  makes  her 
home  with  her  parents,  but  is  at  present  engaged 
in  teaching  in  this  county;  Annette  is  now  in  Elk 
County,  Kan.,  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools;  she  was  partially  educated  at  Columbus 
Junction,  Iowa.  Lillie  May  is  now  the  wife  of  M. 
F.  Young,  a  farmer  of  Elk  County,  Kan. ;  she  was 
a  teacher  in  Washington  County.  John  W.  re- 
sides at  home,  and  is  engaged  as  engineer  in  the 
tile  factory;  Rena  A.,  Leona  J.,  Charles  C.  and 
Robert  H.  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eckles 
have  also  ten  grandchildren. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Eckles  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
now  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Pe.ace.  He  has  also 
held  various  other  township  offices.  Religiously, 
he  and  his  wife,  with  several  of  the  children,  are 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Eckles,  in  connection  with  J.  C.  Purvis,  established 
the  present  tile  factory  in  the  spring  of  1877,  and 
has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  tiling.  He  has  a  good  trade,  the  factory  hav- 
ing a  capacity  of  400,000  feet  of  3-inch  tiling, 
worth  $3,1300.  During  the  season  he  employs  severt 
men.  He  also  has  a  stone  quarry,  employing  two 
men,  from  which  he  gets  out  a  fine  quality  of 
building  stone.  Mr.  Eckles  is  the  owner  of  155 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  this  township.  Socially, 
he  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  at  all  times,  and  while 
his  stay  in  Washington  County  has  not  numbered 
the  same  years  as  many  others,  but  few  men  have 
more  real  true  friends  than  James  Pickles.  His 
wife  is  equally  as  well  respected,  and  has  a  host  of 
friends  in  Washington  County.     To  her  husband 
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she  has  boon  truly  :i  li(^l|)iiu'i'l.  aiul  ti)  her  wise 
counsels  Mr.  lieklos  tiscrilies  imioli  of  liis  success 
ill  life.  A  view  of  the  residence  iiml  tile  factory 
of  Mr.  Hckles  is  presented  on  an  aeconipanj'ing: 
page. 


KN.IAMIN  I.  JOM:s.  of  Washington,  Iowa, 
is  of  Welsh  descent,  an<l  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, Kngland.  Ma\'  27,  1842.  He  is  the  son 
''  of  Henjaniin  I.  and  Mary  .Tones,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  in  l.S4r3.  locating  in  I)es 
Moines  County',  Iowa,  being  among  the  pioneers  of 
that  county.  His  father  died  in  1H40,  leaving  a 
widow  and  two  children:  Mrs.  Ann  'I'homas  of  this 
county,  and  Benjamin  1.  His  mother  subsequently 
married  John  Jacob.  She  died  at  her  son's  home 
Dec.  1,  1885.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Ki)iscopal  Church. 

lienjaniin  I.  Jones,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  and  received  but  little  school- 
ing, what  little  he  did  obtain  being  .acquired  by 
going  two  miles  and  a  half  through  the  timber  to 
school.  He  studied  much  at  h'>nic  when  a  boy  and 
since  reaching  manhood,  and  can  be  called  a  self- 
educated  man.  Altliough  living  some  distance 
from  his  countr3'men,  he  can  talk,  read  and  write 
the  Welsh  laugu.age. 

In  18()2  Mr.  Jones  eidisted  to  defend  his  coun- 
try's Hag,  but  on  account  of  sickness  was  not  mus- 
tered into  the  service.  Being  determined  to  serve 
his  country  he  again  enlisted,  becoming  a  member 
of  Co.  M,  8th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  on  the  12th  of  August, 
18G3.  He  w.as  mustered  in  at  Davenport,  and  in 
October  was  sent  with  the  regiment  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  thence  to  Nashville,  Tenu.  His  regiment 
was  a  part  of  Croxton's  Brigade;  w.as  with  the  regi- 
ment in  every  engagement,  in  the  campaign  of 
l.s(M.  up  to  the  time  of  wiiat  is  known  as  Stone- 
man's  Raid.  He  was  then  taken  prisoner  with  the 
regiment,  being  sent  to  Ander.sonville  Pri.son,  and 
for  some  lime  cndureil  the  horrors  of  that  loathsome 
place.  After  being  paroled  he  received  a  furlough 
of  thirty  flays,  which  was  afterward  e.xteuded  to 
sixty  on  account  of  not  being  capable  for  duty 
after  suffering  in  rebel  prisons.  He  then  reported 
at  Camj)  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio.     He  rejoined  his 


regiment  at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  was  mustered  out 
.\ug.  13,  186;'). 

After  being  discharged  Mr.  Jones  returned  to 
Des  Moines  County,  where  he  lived  on  a  farm  until 
the  spring  of  I88."i.  when  he  carae  to  Washington, 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  On  the 
17th  of  December,  1885,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  K.  Bare,  a  n.ative  of  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  born  Feb.  13,  1845.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  body  his 
wife  is  also  a  member.  They  have  one  child.  Asa 
B.,  born  May  17.  1887.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  G  A.  R.  Com- 
ing to  this  county  and  to  Iowa  before  its  admission 
as  a  State,  he  h.is  been  an  eye-witness  and  a  partici- 
pant in  all  things  tending  to  .advance  the  interests 
of  his  adopted  .State.  Socially,  he  is  respected 
by  all. 

At  a  soldiers'  banquet  held  in  Washington,  in 
1885,  Mr.  Jones  read  the  following  account  of  big 
life  in  Andersonville  Prison: 

••  Three  days  after  we  were  captured  we  arrived 
at  Andersonville,  in  Sumter  County,  Ga.,  sixtj^-one 
miles  south  of  Macon.  Here  we  were  searched  the 
third  time.  Capt.  Wirz  ordered  every  man  to 
take  off  his  clothing,  giving  orders  to  the  guard  to 
.shoot  the  first  man  who  refused  to  give  uj)  anything 
of  value  he  might  have  in  his  possession.  They 
took  from  us  everything  that  was  any  account  to 
them,  even  our  blankets  and  what  few  cooking 
utensils  we  had.  They  intended  to  keep  us  on  very 
light  diet  so  we  had  but  little  use  for  anj'thing  to 
cook  with.  I  had  a  little  money  with  me,  and  was 
thoughtful  enough  to  cut  the  inside  seain  of  tlie 
bosom  of  my  shirt  and  stick  m_v  money  in  there. 
They  did  not  succeed  in  fuiding  my  hidden  treasure, 
so  I  was  better  off  tiiau  many.  The  reason.  I  sup- 
pose, that  they  <lealt  with  us  more  severely  than 
thousands  of  others,  was  because  we  were  cai)tured 
on  a  raid  and  were  called  the  Brownkiw  raiders. 
Jim  Brownlow,  son  of  the  Parson,  w.as  then  Colonel 
of  the  1st  Tennessee  Cavalry,  which  was  captured 
with  us.  The  Colonel  made  his  escape,  and  I  was 
informed  that  when  he  cro.ssed  the  Chattahoochie 
River  he  had  nothing  but  his  undcrclothiiig. 

"After  t;iUing  from  us  all  that  they  desired,  and 
while  inarching  us  to  the  stockaile  Capt.  Wir/  said 
to  us.  'I'll  make  j'ou  think  yon  are  in  hell  before 
you  come  out  of  there,'  and  I  think  he  fullilloil  his 
promise  as  nearly  as  a  man  possibl.v  coulil.  He  was 
a  small  man,  with  a  cruel  counteuaace,  very  pale, 
and  when  he  came  into  camp  he  always  rode  a  white 
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horse;  manj'  of  the  boys  called  him  '  Death  on  the 
White  Horse."  Me  had  a  desperate  teiniier,  and 
would  strike  or  kick  a  prisoner  who  was  not  as 
strong  as  himself.  I  saw  him  stamp  one  of  our  sick 
comrades  in  the  face  because  he  was  not  able  to 
move  as  fast  as  he  desired.  If  any  of  the  prisoners 
made  their  escape  and  were  recaptured,  they  were 
punished  most  severely.  While  I  was  there  one  of 
our  men  was  strapped  to  a  cannon  forty-eight  hours, 
without  food  or  water,  for  the  crime  of  trying  to 
escape.  Andersonville  Prison  was  built  of  large 
pine  logs,  hewed  and  set  in  the  ground  four  feet 
and  fourteen  feet  above  ground.  It  contained 
about  twenty  acres.  Around  it,  and  about  twenty 
feet  from  the  stockade,  was  the  'dead  line ; '  if  any- 
one went  inside  of  this,  or  even  touched  it,  he  was 
immediately  shot  by  the  guards.  I  saw  one  poor 
comrade  who  had  lost  his  reason,  and  who  said  he 
was  going  home  to  see  his  mother,  cross  the  line, 
and  trj-  to  climb  the  stockade ;  he  was  shot  down 
like  a  dog.  Through  the  prison  flowed  a  small 
stream,  with  a  swamp  on  each  side.  Above  was 
the  rebel  camp,  cook-house,  stables,  etc.  Jnto  this 
stream  was  thrown  the  filth  from  the  camp  and 
cook-houses  above,  so  that  the  water  was  unfit  for 
a  brute  to  drink;  all  we  could  say  of  it  was,  that  it 
was  wet.  I  saw  several  of  our  men  shot  by  the 
guards  who  were  getting  water  under  the  dead  line. 
Wells  were  dug  in  different  parts  of  the  camp  ijy 
our  men;  ropes  were  made  of  pieces  of  clothing  to 
haul  up  the  dirt,  and  half  canteens  were  used 
instead  of  spades.  But  a  few  shallow  wells  were 
not  sufficient  to  supply  33,000  men  with  good 
drinking  water.  Hundreds  prayed  daily  for  water, 
and  about  the  1st  of  September  a  beautiful  spring 
l)roke  out  directly  under  the  dead  line.  The  onl}' 
act  of  kindness  that  1  ever  heard  of  Capt.  Wirz 
doing  was  to  permit  us  to  sink  a  barrel  and  a  lead 
trough  to  carry  the  water  outside  the  dead  line. 
Some  say  that  there  was  a  spring  there  years  before, 
and  that  it  broke  out  again;  be  that  as  it  may,  I 
believe  it  was  a  direct  answer  from  God  to  the 
thousands  of  suffering  men ;  that  it  was  as  much  a 
miracle  as  the  healing  of  Naaman,  the  H^'rian.  In 
the  early  dawn  and  until  dark,  hundreds  could  be 
seen  at  times  waiting  their  turn  to  get  water  from 
'  Providence  Spring.'  Many  would  wait  patiently 
for  a  long  while,  then  stoop  down  and  place  their 
poor  bony  hands  together  in  order  to  make  a  cup 
to  contain  water  enough  to  wet  their  fevered  lips. 
.Some  would  have  tin  cups,  canteens,  little  buckets 
that  they  had  made  with  their  pocket-knives,  and 
old  boot  legs  with  wooden  bottoms.  Oh  1  how 
thankful  our  dying  comrades  were  when  they  re- 
ceived a  little  cold  water  to  quench  their  thirst  or 
cool  their  burning  brows,  even  if  it  was  carried  to 


them  in  a  boot  leg.  In  the  last  day  it  will  be  said 
to  many  of  them,  '  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  to  one  of 
these,  ye  did  it  unto  me.' 

"  I5nt  to  go  b.ack  a  little,  when  we  marched  into 
Andersonville,  we  heard  the  boys  yell  'Fresh  fish  1 
Fresh  fish  ! '  meaning  that  fresh  prisoners  w^ere  com- 
ing in.  Thousands  crowded  around  us  to  hear  the 
latest  news  from  the  front,  others  to  see  if  there 
were  some  in  the  crowd  they  knew,  or  some  from 
a  regiment  of  their  own  State,  among  the  unfortu- 
nates. I  felt  very  sad  to  see  so  many  dirty,  rag- 
ged and  sickl}'  comrades  at  first,  l)ut  there  we  were, 
and  we  also  would  be  in  the  same  condition  soon, 
if  not  exchanged.  At  night  my  l)unk-mate  and  I 
lay  down  to  sleep  with  an  old  gum  blanket  under 
us,  and  a  horse  blanket  over  us.  When  we  woke 
up  in  the  morning,  we  had  any  amount  of  gray- 
backs  on  our  persons,  and  thousands  of  maggots 
around  us  and  under  our  blankets,  (i  ray  backs 
could  be  seen  on  the  groun<l  ever3'  day,  and  felt 
ever}'  night  on  our  bodies.  When  the  sun  warmed 
the  ground  the  maggots  would  disappe:ir  until  the 
next  night.  It  was  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the 
camp.  The  next  day  we  selected  a  spot  to  stretch  our 
blankets,  bought  four  small  sticks  nearly  as  large  as 
broom  handles,  for  seventy-five  cents,  stuck  them 
in  the  ground  and  tied  the  four  corners  of  our 
blanket  to  them  to  keep  the  sun  off.  At  night  we 
spread  our  blanket  over  us,  tucked  it  under,  and 
placed  the  sticks  between  us  lest  some  one  would 
steal  them  before  morning.  The  next  day  I 
bought  an  old  quart  cup  for  seventy-five  cents  and 
a  case  knife  for  fift}'  cents.  The  cup  and  half  can- 
teen were  all  we  had  for  cooking  our  meals;  these 
we  kept  between  us  at  night  for  tlie  same  reason 
we  did  the  sticks. 

"  Before  we  entered  the  prison  we  were  arranged 
in  squads  of  ninety,  and  three  of  these,  270,  into  a 
detachment.  A  rebel  Sergeant  was  in  charge  of 
each  detachment  in  order  to  call  the  roll  and  issue 
rations  to  the  Sergeant  of  each  ninety.  The  Ser- 
geant who  had  charge  of  us  would  compel  us  to 
stand  in  line  for  hours  in  order  that  each  one  on 
the  roll  would  answer  to  his  name.  If  any  one 
was  rei)orted  sick  he  would  have  to  go  and  see, 
lest  some  one  had  made  their  escape,  or  some  had 
died.  If  the  right  person  could  not  be  found 
there  were  plenty  of  others  sick  who  would  be 
pointed  out  as  the  person  whose  name  v\as  on  the 
roll.  They  soon  got  tired  of  coming  to  call  the 
roll,  but  counted  the  men.  Strange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, the  Sergeant's  detachment  was  always  full. 
He  might  call  the  name  of  John  Smith;  some  one 
would  answer  'herel'  although  John  Smith  might  be 
sick  or  gone  to  the  Spirit  land  weeks  before,  yet 
some  one  was  always   ready  to  answer  to  his  name 
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in  order  that  wc  might  get  more  rations.  One-half 
of  tliccainp  drew  cooked  rations  for  two  weeivs, 
and  the  other  uncooked.  When  we  rlrew  our 
rations  cooked  it  would  he  a  little  over  a  pint  of 
mush  to  the  man  and  almost  alwa>'s  sour.  At  first 
we  got  a  sn)all  piece  of  meat  about  an  inch  square 
ever}'  other  <lay ;  soon  they  thought  that  was  too 
much,  so  they  gave  us  none.  'J'he  cooked  beans 
were  about  half  beans,  and  the  balance  bugs  and 
sand.  Why  sand  was  pnt  iu,  I  don't  know,  unless 
done  by  the  commissary  before  cooking  to  make 
them  weigh  in  order  that  he  might  speculate  a  lit- 
tle. Wiiatever  the  rcl)els  said  about  us,  thej' 
couldn't  say  that  we  liadu'tany  'sand  in  our  craw.' 
If  we  undertook  to  skim  the  bugs  or  weevil  out  of 
our  soup  we  would  have  to  skim  it  all  away  before 
we  came  to  the  last  bug.  I  had  not  been  raised  on 
that  kind  of  diet,  consequently  it  did  not  agree 
with  nie;  but  I  did  not  complain  so  much  about 
the  quality  as  the  (luanlity.  When  our  rations 
were  issued  to  us  uncooked,  thej'  consisted  of  a 
little  rice  or  coarse  corn  meal.  This  we  would 
make  mush  out  of  in  our  tin  cups,  or  bake  in  half 
canteens  and  cat  it  greedily,  without  anything,  not 
even  salt.  When  we  made  it  into  mush  we  p\it  a 
good  deal  of  water  in  it,  in  order  to  make  as  much 
filling  as  possible.  The  same  kind  of  rations  were 
issued  to  all  alike,  whether  sick  or  well. 

"  Let  us  see  for  a  moment  what  amount  of  food 
other  nations  allow  soldiers:  'Prussia  gives  hers 
50  ounces  of  food  per  day;  Turkey,  42;  England, 
45;  America.  .50.  The  amount  allowed  our  men 
captured  by  Great  Hritain  in  the  War  of  1812  w,as 
32  ounces,  besides  what  our  (Government  supplied. 
At  Andersonville  the  food  allowed,  according  to 
evidence  of  prisoners  and  others,  varied  from  G 
to  1()  ounces  of  solid  food  per  man,  the  avenage 
being  less  than  10  ounces.  So  ravenous  had  we 
become  by  starvation  that  many  would  eat  their 
rations  half-cooked;  this  would  soon  cause  sick- 
ness, and  the  poor,  emaciated  comrades  would  lie  in 
the  hot  sun  with  no  shelter  whatever,  no  blankets 
or  warm  clothing  in  which  to  keep  warm  at  night, 
no  medicine  to  relieve  their  sufferings:  thus  the}' 
woukl  lie  for  days,  and  sometimes  would  beg  their 
comrades  to  kill  them.  If  they  had  any  clothing 
on  that  was  worth  anything  when  they  died,  it  was 
taken  off  by  those  who  hadn't  any  scarcely.  A 
small  strip  of  paper  was  pinned  to  their  shirts  with 
name,  com|)any,  regiment  and  date  of  death  writ- 
ten upon  it.  They  were  then  carried  in  blankets 
to  the  south  gate  by  some  of  their  comrades  and 
there  left.  1  have  frecjuently  counted  from  70  to 
HO  dead  bodies  in  a  row,  remaining  there  until 
morning.  On  the  2.'id  (hiy  of  August  127  died,  or 
one  man  every  11   minutes.     There  were  in  that 

4* 


month  over  ,30,000  prisoners  confined  there,  and 
death  claimed  !»!)  daily,  and  in  September  1)0. 
Through  the  cruelt}' of  (ien.  .lohn  H.  Winder,  who 
was  then  Commissary  (iencral  of  |)risoners  of  war, 
and  Capt.  Henri  Wirz,  13.714  of  our  comrades 
died  tliere.  If  all  were  placed  side  by  side,  allow- 
ing 20  inches  to  the  man,  it  would  make  a  row 
of  dead  four  and  one-third  miles  long,  ov  nearly 
three  rows  from  the  north  part  of  our  city  limits  to 
the  south  part.  Thousands  of  those  wlio  died 
might  be  living  to-day  if  they  had  only  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  tlic  Southern  Confederacy; 
but  no!  rather  than  the  Union  be  dissolved,  rather 
than  turn  traitor  and  desert  the  old  flag  under 
which  they  had  fought  so  bravely  on  many  a  bat- 
tle-field, thej'  chose  to  slay  there  and  die.  While 
I  was  in  Millan  Prison  the  rebel  officers  would  fre- 
quently come  in  and  urge  us  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  and  enlist  in  their  army,  telling  us  that 
our  (Jovernment  refused  to  exchange  prisoners,  etc. 
A  soldier  from  some  Ohio  regiment  jumped  upon 
a  stump  and  said,  'No!  before  we  will  enlist  in 
3'our  arm}'  or  desert  our  country's  (Lag  we  will  see 
your  Southern  Confederacy  so  deep  iu  the  bottom- 
less pit  of  hell  that  it  will  take  a  search  warrant 
from  Almighty  God  to  find  it.' 

•'  This  was  verj'  strong,  forcible  language  to  use, 
but  it  was  our  sentiment,  although  death  was  star- 
ing us  in  the  f.aee.  Tiie  coarse  food  we  got,  with- 
out any  vegetables,  caused  many  to  have  the 
scurvy  in  its  wc)rst  form.  The  gums  would  become 
raw,  the  teeth  loose,  the  arms  and  limbs  swollen  to 
twice  their  natural  size;  they  would  turn  as  black 
.ts  coal,  and  after  a  few  days  of  intense  suffering 
would  pass  away.  The  last  and  onl}'  act  of  kind- 
ness one  comrade  could  do  for  another  was  to  give 
him  a  little  cold  water.  This  was  most  faithful!}' 
done  by  those  who  were  able.  The  strongest  and 
hardiest  of  prisoners  were  soon  reduced  to  mere 
skeletons;  some  would  die  before  they  w^ere  there 
three  weeks.  The  thought  of  home  and  friends, 
the  craving  for  food  all  day,  the  suffering  that  was 
all  around,  the  torturing  dreams  b}'  night,  caused 
many  to  become  insane.  In  my  dreams  at  night  I 
wouhl  imagine  that  dainty  dishes,  everything  that 
a  person  could  desire  to  eat,  were  before  me.  I 
would  wake  u|)  to  find  myself  cvM  and  half  slarve<l, 
and  could  onl}'  get  relief  b}'  crying  like  a  diild. 
Of  all  the  starvation,  torture  and  suft'cring  that 
[irisoners  of  war  ever  received  from  the  han<ls  of 
their  enemies,  history  cannot  produce  a  darker 
record  than  that  of  Andersonville. 

"IIow  well  (Jen.  ,Iohn  II.  Winder  fulfilled  his 
|)romise  when  he  said,  '  I  am  going  to  Imild  a 
pen  here  that  will  kill  more  Yankees  than  can  be 
destroyed  in  the  front,'  those  13,714  marble  slabs, 
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placed  at  the  heads  of  our  noble  dead  b}'  our  Gov- 
ernment since  the  war,  will  testify.  On  the  25th 
day  of  November  we  were  told  that  1,000  sick 
would  be  paroled.  1  told  ray  companion  that  I 
was  going  to  get  ont  if  I  could.  I  was  ver}'  we.ak 
and  could  not  endure  prison  life  much  longer,  and 
thought  it  no  disgrace  to  get  awa}'  from  there  in 
any  way  except  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  that 
I  would  never  do  if  I  had  to  leave  my  body  in 
Southern  soil.  Although  so  reduced  in  flesh  that 
I  could  hardly  walk,  having  been  reduced  from 
150  pounds  to  85  in  four  months,  yet  I  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  to  the  examining  surgeon,  who 
asked  me  what  was  the  matter  with  me.  I  told 
him  that  I  had  the  scurvy,  and  that  my  time  was 
out;  it  was  a  falsehood,  but  I  thought  it  time  to  be 
out  of  tliere.  He  told  me  to  go  on.  I  didn't  stop 
to  ask  which  way  he  wanted  me  to  go,  but  I 
went  with  the  crowd  that  I  thought  w.as  going  to 
'God's  country.'  That  night  we  gave  our  names, 
company,  regiment  and  State,  and  took  an  oath 
not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Confederacy  until 
duly  exchanged.  The  next  day  we  steamed  down 
the  Savannah  River  and  were  taken  on  board  a 
steamer.  Oh !  bow  glad  we  were  when  once  more 
under  the  folds  of  the  old  flag.  Some  cursed  the 
rebels  and  called  them  all  kinds  of  names  until 
completely  exhausted;  others  cheered  and  shouted, 
wept  and  prayed,  and  rejoiced  in  every  way, 
because  we  were  again  free,  and  would  soon  see 
'  home  and  friends  once  more.'  When  we  landed 
at  Annapolis  the  ladies  presented  each  of  us  with 
a  towel,  fine  comb,  paper,  envelope  and  pencil.  It 
was  not  long  till  I  wrote  something  like  this : 
'  Dear  Mother:  I  am  still  alive,  will  be  home  soon.' 
My  strength  failed  me;  I  signed  my  name  and 
gave  it  to  the  ladies.  This  was  a  very  short  letter, 
but  it  was  long  enough  to  cause  ray  mother's  heart 
to  rejoice  at  the  thought  of  .seeing  her  only  son 
once  more,  who,  she  thought,  was  numbered  with 
the  dead.  Twenty-four  years  have  passed  since 
then,  yet  those  horrible  prison  scenes  are  still  in  my 
memory.  You  may  ask  us  to  forget  and  forgive 
the  past.  God  knows  we  forgive  them,  but  we 
cannot  forget.  When  reason  is  dethroned,  or  this 
hand  has  not  the  strength  to  grasp  that  of  a  com- 
rade, when  this  heart  ceases  to  beat — then  we  will 
forget,  but  not  till  then." 

OHN    C.   DOWNS,    deceased,    was  born    in 
Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  March  10,   1810, 
and   was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (An- 
derson) Downs,  who  moved  to  Ohio  about 
1815,  and  where  John  was  reared   on   a  farm   and 
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received  a  liberal  education.  He  was  married  in 
Ohio  to  Elizabeth  Clark,  a  widow,  by  whom  he 
had  four  ciiildren,  all  of  whora  have  passed  away. 
She  died  at  Portsraouth,  Ohio.  In  1856  Mr. 
Downs  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Brighton 
Township.  He  was  there  married,  Feb.  14,  1865, 
to  .Mrs.  Phcebe  A.  Sraith,  the  widow  of  Caleb  R. 
Smith,  who  was  drowned  in  1856  while  bathing  in 
the  White  River  in  Indiana.  Mrs.  Downs'  maiden 
name  was  Pierce,  she  being  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Lucinda  (Burrows)  Pierce,  who  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Hamilton  County,  Iowa.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children  who  are  now 
living:  Phrobe  A.,  the  widow  of  John  C.  Downs; 
Thomas  P.,  now  of  Brighton,  and  Mary  F.,  the 
wife  of  John  Chew,  residing  near  Anderson,  Ind. 
Her  father  and  mother  both  died  in  1813. 

Mr.  Downs  died  in  January,  1883.  He  was  an 
honest  and  upright  man,  but  was  not  a  professor  of 
religion.  Mrs.  Downs  was  left  an  orphan,  and  was 
reared  by  her  grandparents.  She  has  seen  all  the 
rough  sides  of  life,  and  has  borne  up  under  it  all  in 
a  remarkable  manner.  She  is  a  meraber  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  sincere  Christian 
woman,  and  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  her. 
She  yet  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  where  she 
has  160  acres  of  land  all  under  cultivation. 

<«  IfclLLIAM  F.  HILLHOUSE,  one  of  the  e.arli- 
\/\l//  ^^^  settlers  of  Washington  County,  resides 
W^  upon  section  36,  Washington  Township, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  together 
with  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  Ky.,  born  Feb.  16,  1824.  His  father, 
James  Hillhouse,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in 
1797,  and  his  mother,  Catherine  (Groves)  Hillhouse, 
in  Virginia  in  1795.  They  were  married  in  Living- 
ston County,  Ky.,  and  in  the  fall  of  1832  moved  to 
Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  and  subsequently  to  Ripley 
County,  the  same  State.  Mrs.  Hillhouse  died  in 
Indiana  in  1835,  leaving  six  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living — AVilliam  F.,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of 
David  Mulford,  of  this  county.  In  1853  Mr.  Hill- 
house came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  lived 
with   his  son,  William  F.     He  died   in  1868.     He 
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was  a  meinhcr  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  wiiich  body  his  wife  was  also  a  iiu'iiibcr. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Ripley 
County,  Ind.,  receiving  his  education  in  the  typical 
pioneer  school-house,  and  long  before  the  days  of 
free  schools.  When  eleven  years  old  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tanner,  with  whom  he  remained  five 
years,  subsecpiontly  eng.iging  in  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter. In  1846  he  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Sanders, 
who  w.as  born  in  Uipley  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  8, 
1825.  In  185:?  he  came  to  Washington  County, 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  When  he 
located  on  his  present  farm  it  was  wild  prairie  land, 
which  ho  lias  brought  to  a  higii  slate  of  cultivation. 
Unlike  many  others,  when  he  caine  to  this  county 
he  was  possessed  of  some  means.  This  he  was  very 
careful  not  to  squander,  but  making  a  judicious 
investment,  he  has  froui  lime  to  time  added  to  his 
possessions,  and  is  now  comfortably  situated  with 
fine  improvements  all  around  him. 

In  politics  .Mr.  Ilillhouse  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
always  voted  with  that  party.  lie  and  his  wife  are 
both  membcis  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  body  lie  has  been  a  member  for  over  forty 
years.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
Church  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilillhouse  arc  the 
parents  of  live  ciiildren,  two  living:  George  mar- 
ried Mary  (Jarrcn;  Uicy  have  six  children — William 
v..  Delia.  Alfred,  Elizabeth  .1.,  Elsie  and  Harriet. 
John  married  Miss  .Martha  .1.  Alibott;  they  have 
two  children — .Minnie  and  Clark  C.  Mr.  Hillhouse 
is  most  universally'  respected  wherever  known. 

ANIEJ.,  ECKEKMAN,  farmer    and  stock- 
\]    raiser,  resides  on   section   22,   W.ashington 
(f^^^    Township,  where  he  owns  IGO  acres  of  fine 
—  land,  all  under  a   high  state  of  cultivation, 

in  addition  to  which  he  has  sixty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 27,  also  cultivated.  He" was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa..  Oct.  G,  183!),  and  is  the  son  of  David 
and  Sar.'ih  (Van  Dyke)  Eckerman,  both  of  whom 
are  natives  of  I'eiiMsylvania,  the  former  being  of 
German  descent.  They  came  to  this  county  in 
1850.  settling  in  Marion  Township,  where  they  re- 
sided till  their  death.     The  former  died  in  1885,  at 


the  age  of  seventy  3'ears,  and  the  latter  in  1881, 
aged  sixty -six  years.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Daniel:  Eliza 
J.,  who  resides  with  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Will- 
iam, residing  in  Nebraska;  Isaac,  living  in  Ring- 
gold Count}',  Iowa;  Ezra,  residing  in  Nebraska; 
Frances  E..  wife  of  Talbot  Ru.ssel,  of  Ashland,  Neb. ; 
George  W.,  also  of  Ashland,  and  D.  P.,  deceased. 
In  the  death  of  David  and  Sarah  Eckerman,  Wash- 
ington County  lost  two  of  its  best  citizens,  and  the 
family,  kind  and  affectionate  parents,  whose  mem- 
ory will  ever  be  cherished  by  one  and  all. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farmi 
and  has  successfully'  followed  that  occujiation 
through  life.  He  was  but  seventeen  years  old  when 
the  family'  removed  to  this  county,  and  in  the  thirty- 
one  years  in  which  he  has  resided  here  he  has  wit- 
nessed many  great  and  important  changes.  He  has 
seen  the  change  from  the  wild  state  of  nature  into 
one  of  the  best  and  most  protluctive  counties  in  the 
State  of  Iowa.  Possessing  the  drive  of  the  Yankee, 
with  the  conservatism  of  the  (ierman  race,  from 
which  he  has  descended,  he  has  been  prosperous  in 
all  his  business  affairs,  and  is  now  numbered  among 
the  best  farmers  in  the  county.  In  1865,  In;  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  .1.  Anderson, 
a  daughter  of  .James  15.  and  Elizabeth  (McCo.y) 
Anderson,  who  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Wash- 
ington County.  She  was  born  in  this  count}'  in 
1849.  They  have  had  four  children — Charles  II., 
Alva  L..  Otis  C.  and  Roy  G. 

In  18G2,  Mr.  Eckerman  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  2d 
Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
As  is  well  known,  the  2d  Iowa  was  one  of  the  best 
regiments  in  the  service.  Its  record  for  braver}' 
and  heroic  service  is  second  to  none.  Its  history 
would  fill  a  volume,  even  one  the  size  of  the  ,\i,bi'm. 
It  had  six  Colonels,  two  of  whom  were  killed,  one 
pionioted  to  Major  General,  and  two  to  Hrigadicr 
Gencial.  In  all  the  engagements  in  which  his  regi- 
ment participated  Mr.  Eckerman  was  found  with 
his  company,  au<l  with  the  regiment  he  marched 
with  Shornuiu  to  the  sea  through  Rome  and  .Savan- 
nah, (la.,  and  was  in  the  grand  review  at  Washing- 
ton. With  the  regiment  he  was  mustered  out  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  discharged  at  Davenport.  Im- 
mediately on  receiving  his  <lischarge,  he  returned  to  ^ ' 
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his  home  in  Washington  Count3%  where  he  has  .siuie 
pursued  the  peaceful  vocation  of  a  faiiner,  and  in 
which  as  ah-eady  stated,  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful.    Politicall3-,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


EUGENE  NICOLA,  hardware  niercliaut  at 
Riverside,  was  born  in  Preston  County',  W. 
;  ^'a.,  Feb.  15, 1840,  and  is  the  son  of  .Jacob  and 
Sarah  (Cress)  Nicola.  They  removed  to  Fayette 
County,  Pa.,  in  January,  1850,  and  there  purchased 
a  farm.  Two  years  later  this  farm  was  sold  and 
one  purchased  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  near  Woos- 
ter.  Enterprising  and  possessed  of  a  desire  to  own 
a  large  tract  of  land,  Jacob  Nicola  sold  his  fine 
farm,  and  in  1864  the  family  came  to  Iowa,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1855  he  bought  280  acres  in  Cedar 
Township,  Washington  County,  of  which  120  were 
timber.  All  of  the  children  were  born  in  Virginia 
except  the  youngest  son,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania— John,  Catherine,  Henry,  Zalmon,  INIarcellus, 
Eugene,  Collin,  Amaziah  and  Benjamin.  All  came 
with  their  parents  to  this  county,  and  six  are  yet 
residents  here. 

Jacob  Nicola  erected  a  temporary  board  house 
early  in  1855,  which  was  replaced  the  same  year  by 
a  good  two-story  frame  dwelling.  His  elder  chil- 
dren aided  in  the  improvement  of  the  new  farm. 
He  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  and  the  first  out- 
building erected  by  him  was  used  as  a  smithy.  He 
did  worli  for  the  neighbors  as  long  as  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Cedar  Township.  On  that  farm  the  wife 
and  mother  died  April  2,  1871,  and  Mr.  Nicola 
afterward  married  Mrs.  Susan  Ewing,  of  Washing- 
ton, this  State,  and  the  couple  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  for  a  short  time  in  that  city.  In  1873  he 
erected  a  residence  in  the  new  town  of  Riverside, 
and  in  its  history  may  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
first  residents.  His  death  occurred  in  February, 
1875,  aged  sixty-five  years.  His  widow  is  now  a 
resident  of  San  Marcial,  N.  M.  To  Jacob  Nic- 
ola and  his  second  wife,  one  daughter,  Louisa,  was 
born,  who  resides  with  her  mother,  whose  sons  by 
her  first  husband  are  connected  with  the  A.,  T.  & 
S.  F.  R.  R.  Co. 

The    subject    of    this    sketch    remained    with  his 

4* 


father  on  the  farm  until  his  twenty -first  year.  He 
purchased  four  yoke  of  oxen,  and  tiie  first  work  he 
did  for  himself  was  a  job  of  breaking  prairie  for  a 
neighbor  at  12.50  per  acre.  In  August,  1 86 1 .  he 
wedded  Susan,  daughter  of  Cliristian  and  Charlotte 
(Cress)  Smith,  who  came  from  Preston  County,  W. 
Va.,  about  1857.  The  Smiths  are  now  residents 
of  Keokuk  Count3'.  Susan  was  born  in  \'irginia, 
and  w.as  twenty  years  of  age  when  married.  Their 
domestic  life  was  begun  in  Cedar  Township,  our 
subject  possessing  plenty  of  energy,  but  little  else. 
His  team  represented  his  earnings  and  savings,  but 
his  industrious  habits  were  rewarded  by  a  gradual 
accumulation  of  capital,  he  having  rented  land  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Nicola  bought  his  first 
farm  in  1870,  it  being  eighty  acres  of  his  father's 
homestead.  In  1874  this  was  disposed  of,  and  Mr. 
Nicola  came  to  Riverside,  purchased  lots,  erected 
a  residence,  and  with  his  brother  Collins,  erected 
a  business  house  in  which  they  opened  a  gen- 
eral store.  Mr.  Nicola  purchased  his  brother's 
interest  in  the  autumn  of  1879.  and  a  few  months 
later  Mr.  William  P.  Tansey  purcliased  an  interest 
in  the  store,  continuing  three  years.  He,  in  turn, 
sold  to  our  subject,  who  is  yet  connected  with  the 
business,  the  firm  being  Nicola  Bros.  &  Co. 

Mr.  Nicola  was  a  partner  with  Billingsley.  Hise 
&  Co.  in  the  only  creamery  built  in  Riverside,  and 
in  fact  it  may  be  said  that  lie  w.as  the  moving 
spirit  in  said  enterprise,  assuming  its  management. 
In  1882  Collin  Nicola  and  our  subject  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  two  men,  and  from  that 
time  to  date  have  controlled  the  creamery  under 
the  name  of  Nicola  Bros.  Mr.  Nicola  is  also  a  part- 
ner in  the  North  Engli-sh  Creamery,  and  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  that  enterprise  he  owned  half  the 
stock  and  was  a  moving  spirit  in  its  erection. 

From  a  lieginning  as  the  driver  of  four  j^oke 
of  oxen,  in  18GI,  Mr.  Nicola  has  steadily  increased 
his  profits  by  careful  attention  to  business  details, 
until  he  is  a  partner  in  several  large  business  firms, 
and  has  a  farm  consisting  of  240  acres  in  this  coun- 
ty, a  part  of  which  adjoins  the  plat  of  Riverside. 
The  children  of  Eugene  and  Susan  Nicola  were  all 
born  in  this  county:  John  H.  is  deceased ;  .Jacob  C. 
is  now  a  partner  in  the  general  merchandise  store 
of  Nicola  Bros.,  at  Riverside;  Clarissa  A.  and  Wal- 
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ter  K.  complete  the  family,  all  residing  in  the  pleas- 
ant village  of  Riverside.  In  addition  to  his  busi- 
ness cares  our  suljject  is  one  of  the  present  village 
oHicers.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Lodge  No. 
105,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  has  passed  the  several  chairs 
in  that  order,  and  is  the  present  Treasurer.  For  a 
number  of  years  Mr.  Nicola  h:is  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Hoard,  and  for  three  years  has  served  as 
President. 


-r 


1^^  A  MITEL  A.  WHITE,  Cashier  of  the  First 
^^^  National  Bank  of  Washington.,  is  a  native 
(fl/\j)  of  Lawrence  Count}',  Pa.,  born  March  14, 
1840.  He  is  the  son  of  Allen  and  Martha 
(Aiken)  White,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
State.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  childfei>: 
Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  William  McCl3'monds,  re- 
sides in  Lawrence  Count}',  Pa. ;  Mary  J.  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  C.  Wellar,  a  farmer  residing  in  the 
same  county;  Samuel  A.,  of  Washington,  Iowa; 
Margaret  E.,  the  wife  of  Robert  Mehard,  a  mill- 
wright and  farmer,  resides  at  East  Brook,  Pa. ;  Mat- 
tie  is  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Hyde,  a  merchant  residing 
in  Middlesex,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.;  Myra  M.  resides  in 
Lawrence  County,  Pa.;  Caroline  died  in  1861; 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Vance  IMcClymonds,  of  Butler 
County,  Pa. ;  Elda  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  J.  McGee, 
a  farmer  of  Lawrence  County,  Pa. ;  Dora  is  the 
wife  uf  .lames  Hyde,  a  druggist  in  West  Middlesex, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.  Allen  White  was  originally  an 
anti-slavery  Whig,  but  on  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  became  one  of  its  stanch  support- 
ers, and  continued  to  affiliate  with  it  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  May,  1883.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mrs.  White  is  yet  living  at  Wurtemburg,  Pa.,  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-five. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  ui)on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  as  liberal  an  education 
as  was  afforded  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
State.  On  the  18lh  day  of  October,  1801,  he  en- 
listed in  what  was  known  as  the  Roundhead  regi- 
ment, and  afterward  as  the  lOOtli  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  anil  served  till  the  close  of  the  war.     This 


regiment  did  as  hard  service  and  was  in  about  as 
many  engagements  as  any  other  in  the  service. 
Its  first  rendezvous  was  at  Kalarama  Height,  Wjish- 
ington,  U.  C,  from  which  i)Iace  it  was  sent  to  An- 
napolis, and  from  there  in  what  is  known  as  Sher- 
man's expedition  to  Hilton  Head,  being  among  the 
first  troops  to  plant  the  stars  and  stripes  again  on 
South  Carolina  soil,  handing  at  Hilton  Head  Nov. 
8,  1861.  In  December  it  moved  to  Port  Royal 
Island  and  had  an  engagement  at  Port  Royal  Ferry, 
Jan.  1,  1862.  On  the  10th  of  June,  1862,  the  regi- 
ment w:is  engaged  in  an  attack  on  Ft.  Pemberton, 
on  James  Island,  near  Charleston,  where  it  was 
badly  cut  up,  and  in  which  many  of  its  men  were 
lost.  Returning  to  Hilton  Head,  in  the  following 
July  it  was  ordered  north  and  formed  part  of  the 
9th  Army  Corps  under  Gen.  Burnside,  at  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Bull  Run,  where  it  also  suffered  heav- 
ily. On  the  Monday  following  that  battle  it  was 
in  an  engagement  with  Jackson  at  Chantilly,  where 
a  number  of  its  officers  and  men  fell.  At  South 
Mountain  the  regiment  was  again  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight  with  great  loss.  Three  days  later  it  was 
in  the  battle  of  Antieiam,  where  it  again  suffered 
heavily.  Fredericksburg  w.is  the  next  engagement 
in  which  the  Roundheads  were  engaged.  It  was 
then  transferred  west  to  the  Department  of  the 
Ohio,  and  was  subsequently  with  Grant  in  the  siege 
and  capture  of  Mcksburg,  and  then  in  the  second 
battle  of  Jackson,  after  which  it  returned  to  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  and  marched  b}'  way  of 
Cumberland  Gap  to  East  Tennessee,  where  it  was 
in  the  fight  at  Campbell  station,  siege  of  Knoxville 
and  battle  of  Blue  Springs. 

In  December,  1863,  the  regiment  veteranized 
and  was  sent  home  on  furlough,  Mr.  White  accom- 
panying it  as  a  veteran.  At  the  exj)iration  of  its 
furlough  the  regiment  Wiis  ordered  to  Annapolis, 
where  it  was  recruited  and  then  ordered  to  the 
Potomac,  receiving  its  next  baptism  in  blood  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness.  At  Spottsylvania  the 
regiment  suffered  heavily,  and  Mr.  White  received 
a  wound  in  his  left  shoulder,  and  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Washington,  whence  he  w.ns  transferred 
to  Baltimore,  then  to  York,  Pa.,  and  later  to  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.  From  the  effects  of  this  wound  Mr. 
White  has  never  fully  recovered,  his  shoulder  being 


1 


THE  NEV^'  YOPK 


*►  11  ^" 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY, 


4 

329 


almost  useless  up  to  the  present  time.  On  being 
sufficiently  recovered  to  be  discharged  from  the 
hospital  he  was  placed  on  detached  duty  as  a  clerk 
in  Washington  in  the  Adjutant  General's  depart- 
ment. Mr.  White  was  present  at  the  time  of  the 
grand  review  in  Washington  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  was  still  in  the  city  when  President  Lincoln 
was  assassinated,  and  has  a  vivid  recollection  of 
the  terrible  affair,  and  the  excitement  which  existed. 
He  saw  the  body  of  the  dead  President  lying  in 
state  in  the  capitol  building,  and  witnessed  the 
funeral  cortege  as  it  started  on  its  sad  journey  to' 
Springfield,  111.,  where  the  body  was  interred.  The 
lOOth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  has  a  glorious  record, 
having  participated  in  over  thirty  engagements, 
with  honor  to  the  brave  men  of  which  it  was  com- 
posed. It  was  finally  mustered  out  at  Washington, 
July  25,  1865. 

Soon  after  his  discharge  from  the  service,  Mr. 
White  i-eturned  home  and  entered  the  Iron  City 
Commercial  College  at  Pittsburgh,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  honors.  In  the  spring  of  1867, 
he  determined  to  come  West,  and  on  arriving  at 
Ainsworth,  Washington  Co.,  Iowa,  formed  a  part- 
nership with  A.  L.  Voorhees,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Voorhees  &  White,  which  partnership  continued 
one  year,  when  A.  Anderson  purchased  Mr.  Voor- 
hees' interest,  and  the  business  was  continued  by 
Anderson  &  White  for  fifteen  years.  In  1880  Mr. 
White  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Washing- 
ton County,  and  re-elected  in  1882,  serving  two 
terms.  On  the  expiration  of  his  second  term,  Jan. 
1,  1885,  he  was  chosen  Cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Washington,  Iowa,  which  position  he  still 
occupies. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1882,  Mr.  White  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  A.  McClelland, 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  McClelland,  of  Washing- 
ton. Mrs.  White  is  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Pa., 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Washington  County. 
They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  count}". 
They  have  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
yet  living — Willie  A.  and  Mattie  C.  Maggie  Pearl 
is  deceased. 

In  1882,  on  the  organization  of  the  Iowa  National 
Guards  at  Washington,  Mr.  White  was  elected  First 
Lieutenant,  and  Dec.  28,  1885,  was  promoted  Cap- 


tain. This  company  has  an  excellent  record  for 
drill  and  discipline.  Capt.  White  is  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  in  his  business  relations 
enjoj's  the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  A 
genial,  kindly  man,  he  makes  friends  wherever  he 
goes,  and  retains  their  friendship  till  the  last. 
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OBERT  McCALEB  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  22,  Dutch  Creek  Town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
^1^  Washington.  He  was  born  Nov.  13,  1819, 
in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  Alex- 
ander and  Sarah  (Slentz)  McCaleb,  who  were  also 
natives  of  that  State.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  in  his  native  village  and  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  While  yet  in  his  youth,  he  worked 
at  odd  jobs  at  so  much  per  month,  being  required 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  supporting  the  family. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  the  parental  roof  and 
went  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked 
for  a  farmer  l)y  the  month,  and  continued  in  farm- 
ing in  that  State  for  five  years.  In  the  fall  of  1845 
he  went  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  in  company  with 
a  Mr.  Hiskey,  passed  several  months  on  the  Skunk 
River  engaged  as  a  laborer.  In  the  fall  of  1846  he 
went  to  Wisconsin  and  spent  the  winter  in  working 
in  the  lumber  camps.  In  the  spring  of  the  follow- 
ing year  he  came  to  Dutch  Creek  Township,  where 
he  had  previously  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  21. 

In  1847  Mr.  McCaleb  married  Miss  Phcebe  E. 
Suires,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Feb.  18,1831, 
and  settled  upon  forty  acres  where  he  now  lives, 
and  to  which  he  has  added  by  subsequent  purchase, 
until  he  now  has  685  acres,  645  being  in  one  body. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  McCaleb,  Thomas  and  Anna 
M.  (Duke)  Suires,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  that  State.  Her 
mother  died  when  she  was  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  her  father  about  1871.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  all  Church  work, 
and  in  every  moral  enterprise,  took  an  active  part, 
and  were  kind  and  indulgent  parents.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCaleb  have  been  blessed  with  thirteen  chil- 
dren, seven  daughters  and  six  sons :    The  first-born 
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died  in  infaiicj';  John  resides  with  his  parents; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Wolfe,  a  farmer  of  Union 
County,  Iowa;  Thomas  is  a  farmer,  residing  in 
Washington  Count}';  James  is  also  a  farmer,  and 
resides  in  Dutch  Creek  Township,  this  county  ;  Adel, 
now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Johnson ; 
George  is  a  farmer  in  Union  County,  Iowa;  Martha 
and  Clement  are  twins,  the  former  now  the  wife  of 
William  Strutner,  a  farmer  residing  in  Seventy-Six 
Township,  the  latter  engaged  in  farming  in  Union 
County,  Iowa;  Viola,  Robert  and  Alma  are  at  home. 
Mrs.  MeCaleb  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

RobertJMcCaleb  has  been  a  resident  of  Washing- 
ton County  about  thirty  years.  In  that  time  he 
has  witnessed  many  changes,  and  has  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  everything  tending  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  county.  That  he  has  been  an  indus- 
trious man,  his  large  property  interests  will  attest. 
Until  within  the  past  few  years,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  cease  active  work,  he  has  given 
his  personal  attention  to  all  matters  connected  with 
the  farm.  By  his  fellow-citizens  he  has  been  hon- 
ored with  most  of  the  township  offices.  As  a  citi- 
zen he  is  greatly  esteemed  and  h.as  probably  as 
many  friends  and  as  few  enemies  as  any  other  per- 
son in  Dutch  Creek  Township. 

On  an  adjoining  page  will  be  seen  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Mr.  McCaleb  as  he  looks  in  1887. 

1 ^^^^^^fHtfJ.?-. * 

W.  H.  ASH  BY.  Prominent  among  the  well- 
[^to-do  farmers  of  Lime  Creek  Township  will 
be  found  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  re- 
sides on  section  33.  He  was  born  in  Preston  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  Dec.]l,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and 
Elizabeth  ( Wilson)^Ashl>y,  the  former  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Maryland.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children:  Mary  W.,  a  resident  of 
Washington,  who  taught  the  first  school  in  this 
place,  in  the  summer  of  1840,  and  had  quite  a  full 
school;  it  was  held  in  an  old  log  building,  with 
slab  seats  and  a  puncheon  floor.  A  few  of  the 
scholars  are  yi;t  living,  among  whom  are  Mrs.  H. 
A.  Burrell  and  Mrs.  Elniira  Mather,  in  Washington; 
N.  Littler,  of  Des  Moines,  and  Col.  G.  A.  Stone,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant.     Julia,  the  wife  of    Morgan  Hart,   a 


farmer  in  Woodson  County,  Kan.;  Priseilla  B., 
wife  of  Kev.  E.  W.  Twining,  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  a  resident  of  Corning,  Iowa;  Hester, 
the  wife  of  A.  B.  Dickson,  of  Washington,  and  Eliz- 
abeth II.  Bickford,  deceased. 

The  family  moved  from  Virginia  to  Ohio  in  1836, 
and  there  Jesse  Ashby  rented  a  farm  and  followed 
farming  until  1839,  when,  in  October  of  that  year, 
he  loaded  the  family-  into  one  of  the  old  Pennsj'l- 
vania  wagons,  and  with  a  four-horse  team,  and 
nine  or  ten  milch  cows,  started  for  Iowa,  and  was 
about  forty  days  in  making  the  trip.  They  came 
directly  to  Washington  and  settled  about  one  mile 
south  of  the  citj',  where  they  took  possession  of  a 
log  cabin,  in  which  they  lived  through  the  winter, 
and  in  March,  1840,  Mr.  Ashby  entered  320  acres 
of  laud  and  lived  on  that  farm  until  1854,  when  he 
sold  it  to  Nelson  Stewart,  the  farm  now  being 
owned  by  Enoch  Winters.  He  then  moved  into 
the  city  and  lived  a  retired  life  until  his  death, 
wliich  occurred  June  21,  1881,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  He  was  a  benevolent,  public-spirited 
man;  his  home  was  always  open  I o  strangers,  and 
when  he  built  his  first  house  he  put  a  window  in  the 
east,  and  at  night  would  set  a  light  where  it  could 
be  seen  to  guide  the  weary  traveler  coming  west. 
At  that  time  there  was  not  a  house  between  Wash- 
ington and  Crawfordsville.  His  team  hauled  the 
first  load  of  logs  to  build  the  first  house  in  Washing- 
ton, for  Joseph  Adams,  now  of  Sigourney,  Iowa. 
The  father  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
E[)iscopal  Churcli,  and  was  the  leader  of  the  first 
class,  and  Superintendent  of  the  first  Sunda^'-school 
organized  in  Washington  Count}'.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  home  of  the  redeemed,  dying 
Aug.  20,  1851.  She  was  also  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  an  earn- 
est Christian,  and  took  great  interest  in  training 
her  children  in  the  ways  of  the  Bible,  and  rejoiced 
in  seeing  nearly  all  members  of  the  Churdi. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life  with 
his  parents  upon  the  farm  and  in  attendance  on  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
rented  a  farm  of  200  acres  and  farmed  that  two 
years.  He  had  a  land  agent  locate  a  warrant  for 
him  of  160  acres,  for  which  he  was  to  pa}'  or  give 
his  note    for  $200,  at  ten    per  cent  interest.     He 
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went  to  work  and  paid  the  note,  and  then  sold  his 
farm  for  §y()0,  and  bought  the  one  now  owned  hy 
Demcy  Welsh,  which  contained  230  acres.  He  lived 
in  Washington  engaged  in  raising  stock  until  1860, 
when  he  sold  out,  and  in  18G1  moved  from  there 
to  his  present  farm,  which  then  consisted  of  220 
acres.  He  now  owns  700  acres  in  one  body,  with 
good  barns,  and  a  large  two-story  frame  dwelling. 
He  has  always  turned  his  attention  to  stock-raising, 
and  on  his  farm  will  l:)e  found  a  fine  grade  of  Short- 
horn cattle,  Poland-China  and  Essex  hogs,  South- 
down and  Leicester  sheep,  and  a  fine  grade  of  Mem- 
brine  horses.  He  raises  and  sells  to  the  market, 
and  those  wanting  can  find  a  fine  lot  of  each  of  the 
above  named  to  select  from. 

Mr.  Ashby  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ihrig,  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  born  Aug.  22, 
1840,  and  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Christina 
(Billman)  Ihrig,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  being  of  German  descent.  He  died  April 
15,  1842,  and  the  motherin  1878.  She  wasa  mem- 
ber of  the  Winebrenarian  Church.  He  was  a  pious 
and  useful  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashby  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children — Viola  M.,  Jesse;  Bes- 
sie B.,  deceased:  Ralph  M..  Charles  M.,  Pussie  E. 
and  Hettie  A.  'I  hej"  have  given  to  their  children 
a  good  education.  Jesse  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Iowa  City  schools,  and  they  are  sending  the  others 
to  the  Academy  as  fast  as  they  are  ready.  Mr. 
Ashby  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  township, 
and  has  made  all  he  has  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow. 
In  politics,  lie  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  a  great  in- 
terest in  all  political  and  public  matters,  and  no 
man  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A  view  of  his 
place  is  presented  in  this  work. 


^^ 
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"^OHNG.  STEWART,   a   representative   far- 
I  I    raer,  stock    raiser    and    shipper,  resides  on 

d  section  D,  Franklin  Township,  where  he  owns 
^,_//  218  acres  of  land  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  is  a  native  of  Alleghany  County, 
Md.,  born  Dec.  28,  1842,  and  is  the  .son  of  William 
G.  and  Hannah  (Pattison)  Stewart,  both  of  whom 
are  of  Scotch    descent.      They    were   married    in 


Maryland  and  came  to  this  county  in  1844,  settling 
in  Seventy-Six  Township,  where  they  remained  two 
years,  after  which  they  moved  to  Washington 
Township,  where  they  continued  to  live  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Stewart,  which  occurred  June  16, 
1864,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years.  In  his  death 
the  county  lost  one  of  her  best  citizens,  the  family 
a  kind  and  affectionate  husband  and  an  indulgent 
parent.  Mrs.  Stewart  is  still  living,  and  resides  in 
Washington.  Mr.  Stewart  always  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and    stock  shipper. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  his 
father' s^f arm,  and  in  early  life  commenced  farming, 
at  which  occupation  he  has  continued  until  the 
present  time.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  raising 
and  shipping  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  the 
Short-horn  thoroughbred  cattle.  He  now  has  a 
herd  of  fifty  head,  all  of  which  are  registered  in  the 
American  Herd  book  of  Short-horn  cattle.  He 
places  at  the  head  of  his  herd  Bell  Duke,  No. 
11357,  American  Herd  Book,  and  the  Duke  of  the 
Plains,  No.  29382,  an  animal  of  great  merit;  also 
Mattie  Highland  and  G.  Highland,  No.  6871. 
His  stock  are  all  of  the  purest  blood,  and  he  sells 
at  a  reasonable  price. 

Mr.  Stewart  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents 
in  1844,  being  but  two  years  of  age,  and  remained 
with  them  until  1867,  when  he  settled  upon  his 
present  farm.  He  was  married,  Sept.  27,  1864,  to 
Mary  L.  Bradford,  a  native  of  Switzerland  Count}', 
Ind.,  born  Dec.  22,  1844.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Elizabeth  (Scranton)  Bradford.  The 
former  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  William  Bradford,  who  came  over  in  the 
Mayflower.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Scranton 
May  9,  1841.  The  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Stewart  came 
from  Holland.  She  graduated  at  Washington  Col- 
lege, and  is  a  lady  of  much  refinement  and  of  more 
than  ordinary  ititelligence,  and  is  universally  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  her.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart 
are  the  parents  of  two  children — Charles  W.  and 
Mary  Corinne.  Charles  W.  is  a  graduate  of  the 
East  Iowa  Normal  School,  having  received  his 
diploma  June  30,  1887.  He  has  a  natural  gift  for 
sketching  and  bids  fair  to  make  a  fine  sketcher. 
Mary  C.  is  now  attending  the  Washington  Academy, 
and  is  in  the  junior  year  of  the    scientific  course. 
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Mr.  Stewart  istriily  classed  among  the'self-niade 
men~of  tlie  cuiintj',  Jiaving  started  in  life  with 
limited  means,  but  ljy;_strict  attention  to  biisini':<s, 
assisted  by  his  amiable  wife,  he  lias  accinired  a  nice 
property.  Everything  around  him  ilcnotes  thrift 
and  enterprise,  and  to]such]men'is  due  the  progress 
of  the  age.  Mr.  Stewart'h.as  "a.ssessed  his  township 
five  times,  taken  tlie  census  once,  and  has  tilled  the 
otBceJofJTriistee  several'  limes.  ^Ile  has  also  been 
President  of  tlie  Wasliington'^C'onntyAgricultural 
Society  ]]three  .terms,  and  \'iee  President  of  the 
same  two  terms.  His  farm  is  jknown  as  the  Clem- 
mbn'sTirove  Farm,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  stock 
farms  in  the  coiint3'. 


)j^  RS.  .l.nH.   WILLIAMSON,  widow  of  J.  H. 
Ijiy^    Williamson,    now    resides  on   section     16, 
u       \Ki  Dutch   Creek    Township.       She    was   born 
*  May  10,  is;54,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mis- 

sissippi Uiver,  in  the  village  of  New  Boston,  111., 
and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Kennedy) 
Erwin.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  Ohio  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and 
there  became  acquainted  with  and  married jj  Miss 
Jane  Kennedy,  a  native^of  ButlerX'ounty,''.Ohio. 
In  the  fall  of  1834  j,they  crossed j_the^  Mississippi 
River  into  Iowa,  and  became  the  first  white  persons 
to  m.ake  a  home  in  that  county.  j^For  the  first  six 
months  after  moving  into  Iowa,  her  mother  never 
saw  the  face  of  a  white  person;  the  Indians  were 
her  only  neighbors,  and  for  a  time  she  was  a 
teacher  of  Indian  children,  teaching  them  to  read 
and  write.  About  1841,  Mr.  Erwin  died.  In  l.sTl 
Mrs.  Erwin  moved  with  her  only  son  to  Washing- 
ingtou  Territory,  where  she  now  lives,  and  is  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  She  cast  her  first  vote  in  that  TerriUjry, 
Shortly'  after  the  removal  to  Louisa  County,  in  this 
State,  they  became  charter  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Iowa.  They  were  earnest 
workers  in  the  Church,  and  did  much  to  advance 
the  religious  and  educational  interests  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa  in  that  early  day. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 


-»-^•" 


with  J.  II.  Williamson  Oct.  10,  18.50.  They  re- 
mained ill  Louisa  County  about  seven  years  after 
their  marriage,  and  then  removed  to  near  Knox- 
ville,  ill  this  State,  where  Mr.  Williamson  purchased 
a  farm,  and  where  they  resided  until  18()2.  He 
then  traded  that  farm  for  one  where  Mrs.  William- 
son now  lives.  He  was  called  from  a  useful  and 
busy  life  Nov.  5,  1882.  He  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  I'liitcd  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his 
death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  most  estimable  citi- 
zens; the  wife,  a  kind  husband,  and  the  children, 
an  indulgent  father.  They  were  the  happy  parents 
of  six  children  :  .lenuiu  V...  born  .Ian.  15,  1  8.52,  now 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Lindscy,  a  painter  by  trade,  re- 
siding in  Washington  ;•  S.  .S.,  born  July  18,  1855,  a 
farmer  in  Greeley  County,  Kan.;  S.  E.,  born  Jan. 
26,  1858,  died  Aug.  18,  I860;  May  E.,  born  Dec. 
25,  1860,  died  Aug.  15,  1870;  William  E.,  born 
Aug.  8,  1865,  has  charge  of  the  home  farm;  Elmer 
J.,  born  Dec.  2,  1870,  died  Aug.  18,  1871. 

Mrs.  Williamson,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
moved  to  the  cit^'  of  Washington  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  her  youngest  son,  and  remained  there 
until  the  spring  of  1887,  when  she  moved  back  to 
the  home  f.arm.  She  has  160  acres  of  land,  all  of 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
supplied  with  good  farm  buildings.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  her 
life  endeavors  to  follow  the  precepts  of  her  Master. 

-» ^^ ^ 


eHARLES  J.  WILSON,  County  Attorney, 
of  Washington,  is  "a  native  to  the  manor 
born."  He  is  the  son  of  Michael  W.  and 
Catherine  (Hood)  Wilson,  and  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  Nov.  11,  1850,  and  has  here 
spent  his  entire  life.  Until  twenty  years  of  age 
he  remained  upon  his  father's  farm,  assisting  in  the 
work,  and  having  received  a  liberal  education, 
entered  the  otlice  of  McJunkin,  Henderson  A'  Mc- 
Junkin.  where  he  read  law  for  nearly  three  years. 
He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University' at  Iowa  City,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  June,  1875.  Returning  to  Washington,  he  at 
once  opened  an  otlice.  and  some  years  later  formed 
a  partnership  with  Hon.  E.   W.  Stone  and  Capt.  J. 
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J.  Kellogg,  iincler|the  flrmjiiame  ofLStone,  Wilson 
&  Kellogg.  The  first-nained  retired  from  the  firm 
in  1883,  when  the  firm  became^, Wilson  &  Kellogg. 
This  copartnership  continuerl  until  .Tanuarj',  1887, 
when  it  was  dissolved  bj-  mutual  consent.  In  1877, 
Mr.  Wilson  was  first  elected  City  Solicitor  and 
served  one  term.  He  was  again  elected  in  1885. 
In  the  fall  of  1886  he  was  elected  County  Attor- 
ney, and  Jan.  1,  1887,  assumed  the  duties  of  that 
office,  in  which  he  brings  to  bear  all  his  powers  for 
the  punishuient  of  offenders,  and  in  all  things 
studies  the  county's  best  interest.  That  he  filled 
the  position  of  City  Solicitor  satisfactorily  to  the 
people  was  attested  by  his  re-election. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1872,  Mr.  Wilson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Conger, 
daughter  of  J.  C.  Conger,  who  was  also  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Washington  County.  Mrs. 
Wilson,  like  her  husband,  was  born  in  this  county. 
They  have  three  children — Kittle,  Carleton  C.  and 
Edith.  In  the  organization  of  the  National  Guards 
of  Washington,  Mr.  Wilson  took  considerable 
interest,  and  has  formed  one  of  the  company  up  to 
the  present  time.  In  rifle  practice  he  is  much 
interested,  is  a  member  of  a  rifie  team,  and  is  a 
good  shot.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  As  a 
lawyer  he  stands  well  among  his  fellow  members  of 
the  bar,  as  well  as  the  people  generally,  keeping 
well  [posted  iu  the  various  changes  constantly 
being  made  in  the  statutes  of  the  State.  As  a  citi- 
zen, he  is  ever  alive  to  the  interests  of  his  city  and 
count}',  and  is  willing  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
advance  them.  Pleasant  and  agreeable  at  all 
times,  he  has  made  many  friends. 

^x  APT.  JOHN  J.  KELLOGG,  attorney-at-law, 
11  Washington,  is  a  native  of  Adams  Center, 

^^  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  Oct.  16,  1837. 
His  father,  Luke  Kellogg,  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1800,  while  his  mother,  Ada 
(Maxon)  Kellogg,  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
the  same  State,  in  1804.  They  were  married  in 
1822.  His  grandfather,  Ashbel  Kellogg,  born 
in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  a  soldier,  acting  as 
Paymaster  in  the  Itevolutiouary  War,  and  located 

4'  


in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day.  His 
Grandfather  Maxon  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  Luke  Kellogg  and  Ada  Maxon, 
about  four  years  after  their  marriage,  located  in 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: Betsey,  the  wife  of  Albert  Heath,  a  jeweler, 
resides  in  Adams  Center,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y. ; 
George  G.,  a  farmer,  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; 
Delia  O.,  widow  of  Thomas  R.  Greene,  lives  in 
Adams  Center;  Henry  J.,  marble  manufacturer, 
in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y. ;  Martha  A.  is  the  wife 
of  Galen  Hall,  a  photographer,  of  Adams  Center, 
N.  Y. ;  Charles  G.  is  a  fruit-grower  in  Los  An- 
geles County,  Cal. ;  Lorenzo  M.  is  a  farmer  in 
Illinois;  Ellen  A.  is  the  wife  of  M.  Tittsworth,  a 
merchant  in  Adams  Center,  N.  Y. 

Luke  Kellogg  was  an  Abolitionist,  one  who  was 
neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to  express  his  views,  and 
his  house  was  for  years  a  station  on  the  "  un- 
derground railroad."  The  poor  slave  endeavoring 
to  escape  to  a  land  of  freedom  was  kindlj'  cared 
for  by  him,  and  helped  on  his  way.  He  was  also 
a  strong  temperance  man,  well  posted  in  all  ques- 
tions of  public  interest,  and  held  several  offices  of 
honor  and  trust.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Kellogg  married  Patience  Pettitt,  of  Glovers- 
ville,  N.  Y.     He  died  in  1870. 

John  J.  Kellogg,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, and  taught  school  for  several  years.  In 
1860  he  went  to  Illinois,  and  while  there  enlisted 
in  August,  1862,  at  Kankakee,  as  a  private  in  Co. 
B,  119th  III.  Vol.  Inf.,  known  as  the  Board  of 
Trade  Regiment,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Camp 
Hancock,  Chicago.  The  regiment  had  a  very 
active  existence  and  was  in  many  engagements 
during  the  war.  Mr.  Kellogg,  on  the  organization 
of  the  company,  was  made  Orderly  Sergeant,  and 
as  such  went  into  active  service.  After  rendez- 
vousing at  Chicago,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  and  from  there  joined  in  the  first 
expedition  against  Price  on  the  Tallahatchie  River. 
Returning  to  Memphis,  it  was  forwarded  to  Chick- 
asaw Bayou,  and  was  in  that  engagement;  then  to 
Arkansas  Post,  where  it  took  a  hand ;  then  to 
Young's  Point,  where  it  worked  on  the  canal  dur 
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ing  the  following  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1863 
it  was  under  Gen.  Blair  and  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Champion  Hills,  and  was  then  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg.  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the 
city  July  3,  1863.  On  the  19th  and  20th  of  May 
it  participated  in  both  charges,  and  on  the  19th 
Mr.  Kellogg  was  wounded  bj'  a  piece  of  shell. 
The  regiment  was  ordered  from  Vicksburg  to  the 
Yazoo,  and  thence  to  Corinth,  where  it  spent  the 
winter  of  1863-64.  In  the  spring  of  1864  it  was 
sent  to  Memphis  and  took  part  in  the  engagement 
against  the  rebel  forces  under  Forest,  resulting  in 
driving  them  out.  For  two  hours  the  command 
fought  without  orders  from  headquarters.  It  was 
next  in  the  raid  to  Guntown  under  Gen.  Sturgiss, 
when  Company  B  lost  all  but  thirteen  of  its  men. 
The  regiment  on  its  return  was  sent  to  guarding  the 
bridges  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroad. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  Mr.  Kellogg  was  detailed 
with  Cols.  Reeves  and  Wiley  for  the  organization 
of  the  Tennessee  militia,  and  then  upon  examina- 
tion by  a  board  of  examiners  at  Memphis,  he  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  Co.  B,  88th  U.  S.  Col.  Inf. 
This  regiment  was  first  put  in  charge  of  the  Mem- 
phis &  Charleston  Railroad  depot,  and  afterward 
sent  to  Ft.  Pickens,  whore  it  remained  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  in  January,  1866. 
While  still  in  the  service,  Capt.  Kellogg  received 
a  furlough,  returned  to  Illinois,  and  on  the  16th  of 
November,  1864,  was  united  in  marriage  at  Ottawa, 
111.,  to  Miss  Isabella  jMcCi.aughey,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  them :  Klliott  L., 
who  died  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  in  December,  1886; 
Samuel  J.  and  Louis  B. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  Capt.  Kellogg  re- 
turned to  Ottawa,  111.,  entered  the  law  office  of 
Leland  Blanchard,  and  in  the  fall  of  1 866  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  Like  many  other  young  attor- 
neys, present  necessities  were  stronger  witli  him 
than  prospective  fees  in  the  future,  and  he  there- 
fore secured  the  position  of  Princiijal  of  the  Fourth 
Ward  School  in  Ottawa,  which  he  occupied  for 
three  years.  He  was  then  appointed  Deputy  Cir- 
cuit Clerk  and  Recorder,  under  .S.  II.  Hook,  and 
subsequently  Deputy  United  States  Clerk  for  the 
Sixth  District  of  Illinois,  holding  the  latter  position 
for  seven  years.       While    Deputy    United    States 


Clerk,  he  also  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  addition  to  collecting  and  loaning  money. 
In  July,  1876,  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Wash- 
ington, this  State,  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside.  Soon  after  coming  to  this  city,  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  E.  W.  Stone,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Stone  &  Kellogg,  subsequently  associating 
with  themselves  C.  J.  Wilson,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Stone,  Kellogg  &  Wilson.  On  the  election  of 
Mr.  Stone  to  the  office  of  District  Attorney,  the 
copartnership  was  dissolved,  and  the  firm  of  Kel- 
logg ct  Wilson  organized.  This  continued  until 
January,  18H7,  when  it  was  also  dissolved,  since 
which  time  Capt.  Kellogg  has  been  alone.  Since 
coming  to  Washington  the  onlj-  office  he  has  held 
has  been  that  of  City  Clerk.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Western  Riflemen's  Association,  and  is  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  of  the  same.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Encampment  in  1887. 


//?£5A  B.  FINNEY,  photographer,  Washington, 
^^^  is  a  native  of  Union  County,  Ohio,  born 
^^M  Oct.  7,  1853.  His  father,  Rufus  Finney, 
is  a  native  of  New  York,  but  at  the 
age  of  ten  j'ears,  was  taken  by  his  jiarcnts  to  Ohio, 
where  he  became  acqu.iinted  with  and  niarried 
Mary  Bell,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living:  S.  B.,  a  photographer  of  Wash- 
ington ;  Nora,  wife  of  Calvin  Long,  of  Washington; 
Cynthia,  wife  of  L.  G.  Adams,  also  of  Washington; 
Abla,  Alfred,  Eliza  and  Mary  are  deceased. 

Rufus  Finney  came  with  his  family  to  Washing- 
ton in  1855,  where  he  has  since  resided,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  fanning  in  Cedar 
Township,  this  eo\inty.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  has  been  his  occu- 
pation all  the  years  he  has  been  in  Washington. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  religiously,  he 
has  for  many  years  been  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  bod}'  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 
Both  are  highly  respected  in  the  city  «vhere  they 
reside. 

S.  B.  Finne}',  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  in  this  county,  and  was  seven  years  of  age 
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when  his  parents  moved  to  the  farm  in  Cedar 
Township.  As  soon  as  physically  able,  he  had  to 
do  his  share  of  the  farm  work  in  the  summer,  and 
in  the  winter  was  permitted  to  attend  the  common 
district  school.  On  returning  to  the  city,  he  en- 
tered the  High  School,  in  which  he  received  a 
liberal  education.  On  the  24th  of  October,  1877, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Hall, 
a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Catherine  Hall,  and  a 
native  of  this  State.  Mrs.  Finney  died  in  1880. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  her 
early  death  was  mourned  by  many  kind  friends. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Finney  chose  Miss  Minnie 
Leimbrich,  a  daughter  of  Kelian  and  Barbara 
Leimbrich. 

In  1883  Mr.  Finney  moved  to  Keota,  where  he 
resided  about  two  years,  being  first  employed  as  a 
clerk,  after  which  he  entered  a  photograph  gallery, 
and  in  time  became  quite  proficient  in  the  art.  In 
the  fall  of  1885  he  returned  to  Washington  and 
opened  a  gallery,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
business  has  been  quite  successful.  That  he  is  a 
good  photographer,  a  glance  at  specimens  of  his 
work  will  convince  anyone.  Few  galleries  can 
show  a  better  array  of  first-class  work. 


#"#- 
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AMUEL  C.  DAVIS,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  section  4,  Franklin  Township,  was 
born  in  Marion  Count}',  Ind.,  May  26, 
1 842.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Nancy 
(Speer)  Davis,  a  sketch  of  vvhom  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and 
received  only  the  advantages  of  a  common-school 
education.  He  was  married,  Sept.  11,  1867,  to 
Mrs.  Lydia  Blaise,  widow  of  Frederick  Blaise. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Rosecrans,  and  she  was  a 
first  cousin  to  Gen.  Rosecrans.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them :  Nancy  Luella,  born  June  30, 
1869;  A.  Victorine,  Oct.  27,  1872;  Nellie  Blanche, 
Jan.  24,  1875,  and  Samuel  H.,  born  Feb.  6,  1879, 
died  Feb.  5,  1880.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs. 
Davis  was  the  mother  of  three  children :  Francis 
M.,  now  in  Kansas;  Lydia  A.,  wife  of  Frank  F'unk, 
of  Washington  County,  and  Freddie  E.,  wife  of 
William  V.  McCauslin,  of  Washington. 


Mrs.  Davis  died  May  20,  1884,  aged  forty-six 
years,  two  months  and  twenty-eight  days.  Mr. 
Davis  is  the  owner  of  100  acres  of  fine  land  on 
section  4,  Franklin  Township,  which  is  well  im- 
proved in  ever}'  respect.  He  is  a  Republican  Pro- 
hibitionist, and  has  held  several  local  offices. 

MOS  MIKSCH  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  30,  Franklin  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Eliza- 
beth Miksch,  the  former  being  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  his  son,  and  the  latter  of  Lancaster 
County,  the  same  State.  They  were  of  German 
descent,  but  remote  descendants  of  the  Moravians 
who  were  driven  out  of  Moravia  by  the  Catholics 
in  the  thirty  years'  war  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
His  father  died  in  1837,  aged  fifty-three  years,  and 
his  mother  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  They 
were  members  of  the  Moravian  Church.  Frederick 
Miksch  was  a  Quartermaster  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
was  sober,  industrious  and  conscientious.  The 
family  moved  from  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  to 
Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  at  an  earlj'  day,  though 
Amos  remained  behind  some  three  years.  From 
there  he  came  to  Washington  County  in  1854. 
Before  coming  West  he  served  a  four  years'  ap- 
prenticeship to  a  chair-maker,  and  followed  that 
trade  for  a  number  of  j'ears.  On  coming  to  this 
county  he  purchased  219  acres  of  raw  land,  which 
he  improved  and  on  which  he  has  since  continued 
to  reside. 

Mr.  Miksch  was  married,  Nov.  30,  1843,  to 
.Salome  Keller,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1821,  and 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Frederick)  Keller. 
They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  save  one :  Rufus  is  by  trade  a  carpenter, 
and  is  now  residing  in  Red  Cloud,  Neb.;  Tilthman 
is  a  resident  of  this  county;  Gamenus  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  months;  Mary  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  G.  C.  Wallace,  of  .Lyons  County,  Iowa; 
Albert  C.  resides  in  Dutch  Creek  Townsliip,  this 
county;  Anadeas,  Edward  and  Charles  in  this 
township;  Sarah  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Fred  E.  Reus- 
wig,  of  Minnesota;  Julia  is  at  home,  The  family 
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are  nil  members  of  the  Moravian  Church  at  Grace 
Hill.  Mr.  .Miksch  came  to  Washington  County 
with  $375.  With  this  capital  he  commenced  work, 
and  with  jjood  management,  habits  of  industry,  and 
perseverance,  he  has  added  to  his  possessions,  until 
he  is  now  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  Washington  County.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  is  also  a  strong  temperance  man. 

t^ILLIAM  S.  BRITTON,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  1  in  English  River  Town- 
ship, owns  ;^21  acres  of  land  there.  He 
was  born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  1, 
1814,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Marv  (.Tacobi) 
Britton.  His  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  a  farmer  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
who  emigrated  to  Pickaway  County  immediately 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had  improved  four 
new  farms  in  Pennsylvania,  and  one  in  Ohio,  all 
of  which  were  timbered.  He  died  in  the  latter 
State.  While  a  soldier,  stationed  on  the  northern 
lakes,  a  plague  broke  out  in  his  companj-  which 
caused  the  death  of  all  except  himself  and  one 
other  man.  The}-  wandered  homeward,  having  no 
officers  to  muster  them  out. 

William  8.  Britton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
when  about  twenty-three  j'ears  of  age,  started  for 
Iowa  with  $1,100  and  a  good  horse.  He,  however, 
stopped  in  Indiana,  where  he  met  with  an  accident 
that  nearly  proved  fatal,  and  resulted  in  crippling 
him  for  life.  Although  his  money  was  almost 
spent,  he  decided  to  marry,  and  on  Nov.  18, 
1840,  was  united  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  William 
Robinson,  and  a  native  of  Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Britton  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  girls 
and  three  bo3's,  all  living  but  one.  They  are: 
Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Manatt,  was  born  in 
Indiana;  Thaddeiis,  who  was  born  in  English  River 
Township,  was  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  and  now 
resides  in  Kansas,  engaged  in  railroad  work ;  .Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  .lolin  McKinley,and  lives  in  Lime  Creek 
Township;  Scott  died  at  the  age  of  live  years;  and 
Douglas  lives  with  his  father,  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  and  farming.  Mr.  Britton  lost  his  wife  in 
the  spring  of  1880. 


In  the  spring  of  1842.  Mr.  Britton  emigrated 
from  Indiana  to  Iowa  with  his  famih'.  bj-  team. 
He  had  various  mishaps,  losing  one  of  his  horses 
after  getting  here.  He  then  started  back  for 
Iniliana  with  his  wife  and  child,  after  bu^'ing  a 
cheap  horse.  One  of  his  horses  became  sick  and 
died  at  Burlington,  and  a  stranger  trusting  him  for 
another  horse,  he  proceeded  to  Indiana,  closed  up 
his  property  there,  and  started  again  to  Iowa  with 
a  team  and  four  cows.  He  lost  two  cows  by  poi- 
soning at  Burlington,  where  he  staid  a  week, 
waiting  his  turn  at  the  ferry,  which  was  delayed 
by  high  winds.  After  making  his  home  here,  he 
hauled  rye  to  Muscatine,  where  he  received  ten 
cents  a  bushel  for  it,  and  paid  >!l..")0  n  bushel  for 
salt.  The  distance  is  thirty  miles.  He  sold  wheat 
for  twent3'-five  cents  a  bushel,  and  pork  for  ¥1.50 
per  hundred.  He  split  rails  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  hundred  to  get  money  to  ])ay  postage. 
The  first  winter  spent  in  Iowa  he  had  onlj'  one- 
half  bushel  of  ground  meal.  The  remainder  of 
his  supplies  was  obtained  by  pounding  corn  by 
hand.  He  cheerfully  endured  these  privations  and 
hardships  of  a  pioneer  life,  and  is  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  early  toil  and  thrift. 


W)ILLIAM  ALLEN,  retired  farmer  and  mer- 
chant at  Kalona,  was  born  in  Grayson 
County,  Va.,  Aug.  2.  1821.  He  is  the  son 
of  Robert  and  Anna  (Miller)  Allen.  When  nine 
years  of  age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Jackson 
County.  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  later 
was  a  school  teacher,  and  w.-is  also  employed  as  a 
merchant's  clerk.  He  was  married,  April  17,  1844, 
to  T.  A.  Elizabeth  West,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  .and  Elizabeth  West.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allen  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  Marcus,  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hannah  King,  resides  in  Ottuinwa,  and 
is  a  machinist  by  trade;  Mary  J.  is  married  to 
William  Izar.  of  Denver,  Col.;  Sarah  A.  died  at 
the  age  of  two  }'ears;  James  W.  is  married  .and 
lives  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  is  a  machinist, 
contractor  and  builder;  Eudocia  died  when  one 
year  old.     Mrs.  Allen  died  Aug.  30,  1854,  and  Mr. 
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Allen  married  again,  April  5,  1855,  in  Scioto 
County,  Ohio,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Perlina 
S.  Wait.  She  was  the  daughter  of  B.  F.  and  Mary 
(Sraitli)  Wait,  and  was  born  in  Scioto  County, 
Ohio.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two 
boys  and  thi'ee  girls:  William,  wiio  died  aged  thir- 
teen years;  Benjamin  F.,  now  a  phjsician  in  Kalona; 
M.  Grace,  Emma  E.  and  Cora  K..  living  at  home. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  June  23,  1881,  re- 
gretted by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Allen  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  in 
April,  1856,  and  made  his  home  in  Lime  Creek 
Township.  He  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
for  two  years  at  Dayton,  and  afterward  in  farming. 
He  was  elected  Representative  in  1868,  was  County 
Commissioner  six  consecutive  years,  and  has  held 
minor  offices  in  his  township.  He  moved  to  Kalona 
in  1886.  He  still  owns  his  farm  in  Lime  Creek 
Township.  The  home  farm  comprises  162  acres, 
but  the  famil}'  owns  additional  land,  making  in  all 
300  acres.  They  attend  worship  at  the  Methodist 
Church,  but  Mr.  Allen  is  independent  in  his  views. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  man  of 
original  ideas,  courteous,  upright,  and  highly  re- 
spected. 


I' 


,..!  NDREW  FERGUSON  was  born  near  Knox- 
m/ui    ville,  Tenn.,  in  1829.     He   is  the  son   of 

JK  It  James  and  Elizabeth  (Morelock)  Fergu- 
son, the  former  of  Scotch,  and  the  latter  of 
German  descent.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children — John,  Andrew,  Margaret  A.,  William  W., 
Lucinda,  Sarah  and  George.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  James  wedded  Isabella  Jeffries,  who 
bore  nine  children — Esther,  Susannah,  Sophronia, 
Clementina,  James,  Mary,  Arazy,  Benjamin  and 
Otis.  He  was  a  farmer,  but  never  owned  a  farm. 
Having  a  large  family,  he  concluded  to  emigrate  to 
Iowa,  and  came  to  this  county  May  4,  1883;  his 
death  occurred  the  same  month.  His  widow  and 
children  yet  reside  here.  All  the  children  of  this 
famil}'  are  married  and  have  families,  except  three. 

Our  subject  was  the  first  one  to  come,  and  he 
now  ranks  among  the  old  settlers  of  the  county, 
having  located    in    1851,  being    then    tvventy-two 


years  of  age.  Later  he  went  to  La  Crosse,  AVis., 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  but  so  well  pleased 
was  he  with  the  broad  and  fertile  prairies  of  Iowa, 
that  two  years  later  found  him  a  resident  of  this 
county.  His  success  has  been  phenomenal.  When 
lie  landed  at  Ft.  Louisa,  after  leaving  Tennessee, 
he  had  $3.50  in  his  pocket,  and  after  investing 
$3  of  that  in  a  pair  of  cowhide  boots,  started  on 
foot  for  Columbus  City,  whence  he  sent  back  sev- 
eral ox-teams  to  bring  out  a  number  of  Tennessee 
people  who  waited  for  transportation  to  that  place. 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Kendall  was  the  head  of  the  party 
who  left  Tennessee  on  account  of  their  strong  ab- 
horrence of  slavery,  and  a  desire  to  possess  homes 
of  their  own  on  free  soil.  Seventeen  families  of 
that  party  made  homes  in  Iowa,  most  of  whom  set- 
tled in  Louisa  County. 

Our  subject  soon  found  employment  at  ¥10  per 
month,  kept  his  fift}'  cents  until  his  five  months' 
engagement  ended,  and  put  in  his  pocket  his  hard- 
earned  S>50. 50  and  started  for  Wisconsin.  His  two 
years'  labor  there  was  remunerative,  and  upon  his 
return  he  purchased  and  paid  for  eighty  acres  of 
land  upon  which  Murray  A.  Frew  now  lives.  He 
erected  a  new  house  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
before  it  was  occupied,  but  with  his  characteristic 
energy,  he  at  once  rebuilt  and  began  the  improve- 
ment of  his  land.  He  was  wedded,  in  1857,  to 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  E.  (Moore) 
Ferguson,  vei'y  distantlj'  related  to  him.  Their 
domestic  life  began  in  the  new  house  under  the 
most  favorable  influences,  and  there  the  three  eldest 
children  were  born:  Martha  J.,  wife  of  Wallace  J. 
Holmes;  George,  the  husband  of  Mary  Harris;  and 
John,  who  yet  resides  with  his  father  and  attends 
school  in   Washington. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Ferguson  purchased  his  present 
quarter  section,  and  as  he  looks  back  on  his  success- 
ful business,  thinks  with  honest  pride  of  long  ago, 
when  with  fifty  cents  in  his  wallet,  he  left  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  on  foot,  with  a  determination  to  make 
a  home  and  fortune  for  himself.  His  correct  habits 
have  made  him  an  honored  citizen,  and  a  wealthy 
man.  He  was  also  one  of  the  brave  boys  who 
helped  perpetuate  the  Union  of  the  States,  and  be- 
came a  member  of  the  gallant  25th  from  this  countj", 
and  as  he  expresses  it,   "went  back  to  knock  some 
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of  the  fellows  in  the  head  who  helped  run  him  out 
of  Tennessee  on  account  of  his  opinions."  lie  wns 
part  of  the  time  in  charge  of  the  corral  of  Ills  regi- 
ment, and  saw  active  service  while  under  arms. 

One  son,  James,  was  borii  on  tlie  homestead. 
Our  subject  bears  the  proud  distinction  of  being 
one  of  the  number  who  aided  in  the  organization 
of  tlie  Rei)nl>lican  party  in  tiiis  county.  Several 
are  yet  living  wlio.  in  the  old  Seceder  Ciuircii,  of 
Crawfordsvillo,  were  lirst  to  arrange  for,  and  finally 
complete  tiie  party  organization.  True  to  his 
principles,  he  is  yet  firm  in  the  faith,  and  never  for 
one  moment  has  regretted  the  day  that  he  became 
a  citizen  of  the  ccjunty,  nor  a  member  of  his  party. 
His  capital  of  fifty  cents  has  been  increased  to  0(57 
acres  of  land,  all  made  honestly  and  fairly  in  thirty- 
six  j'cars.  All  this  land,  except  a  few  acres  of 
timber,  is  Bnel}'  improved,  and  all  is  under  fence. 
Surely  this  is  a  record  to  be  proud  of.  He  never 
paid  but  twenty'  cents  for  wiiisky,  and  never  took 
a  chew  of  tobacco.  He  is  the  largest  land-owner  in 
Crawford  Townshi(),  and  is  yet  a  hard  worker.  He 
is  an  ample  provider  for  iiis  family,  and  a  citizen 
who  feels  a  deep  interest  in  tlie  welfare  of  his  neigh- 
bors. His  lands,  at  a  modest  valuation,  are  worth 
124,000,  and  he  has  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
stock  not  included  in  this  enuiiieration. 


i~ 


H.  OAYTON  is  the  second  son  of  Lenox 
and  Anna  (Coleman)  Dayton.  He  was 
^  ^^  born  in  this  county  on  section  30,  Cedar 
Township,  in  1S42,  where  he  now  owns  100 
acres  of  land  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  was  married,  in  February,  1864,  to 
Martha  Fisliluiru.  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  daughter 
of  Henry  Fishburn,  a  native  of  Ohio.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children — Jefferson,  Aurilla, 
James,  Wel)ster,  Bessie  and  ()r;i. 

Ill  May,  1«()1,  Mr.  Dayton  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  7th 
Iowa  ^'ol.  Inf.,  and  served  twenty-two  months. 
when  he  was  discharged  for  disability.  Returning 
home,  he  resumed  his  former  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  remained  until  February,  lM(i4,  when, 
having  recovered  liis  health,  he  again  enli^led.  in 
the  4i)lh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close 
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of  the  war.  He  was  First  Sergeant  while  a  member 
of  the  7tli  Regiment.  While  in  the  service  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  Ft. 
Donelson,  .Shiloh.  and  first  and  second  Corinth. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 

In  1859  Mr.  Da3'ton  went  to  California,  by  way 
of  Xew  York  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  re- 
turned in  the  winter  of  I  Slio  on  the  "Star  of  the 
West,"  the  Last  trip  made  by  that  vessel  before  she 
was  fired  upon  at  Ft.  Sumter.  While  in  California 
he  was  engaged  in  mining.  With  the  exception  of 
the  time  spent  in  California  and  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  Mr.  D.ayton  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. In  18SC  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  house  by 
fire,  since  which  time  he  has  been  residing  in  the 
village  of  West  Chester. 

i'(^A  AMUEL  DAVIS,  deceased,  was  born  in 
^^  Greene  County,  Pa.,  in  17i)I,  ami  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Jemima  (Barnhill)  Davis, 
who  were  of  Welsh  and  Scotch  descent, 
.lohu  Davis  was  born  Oct.  9,  1750,  and  Jemima 
Barnhill  in  1758.  They  were  married  Sept.  26, 
1780.  While  an  infant,  Samuel  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright. 
In  1822,  he  emigrated  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  in 
connection  with  a  brother  ran  a  shop  for  some 
years.  He  there,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1826, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Nancy  Speer,  a  native 
of  Franklin  County,  Ind..  born  Oct.  1.5,  1809,  and 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Isancy  (Williams)  Speer, 
the  former  being  a  native  of  Ireland,  ami  the  latter 
of  Pennsylvania.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he 
moved  to  a  farm  in  Marion  County,  Ind.,  and 
there  lived  till  185(),  when  the  family  moved  to 
Washington  County,  where  he  lived  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  Feb.  24,  1880.    . 

t)n  coming  to  Washington  County,  our  subject 
liought  100  acres  of  land  on  section  4.  Franklin 
Township,  where  his  widow  still  lives.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children  :  Mary,  wife  of  Pri'stoii 
Smithers,  of  West  Chester,  born  Sept.  28,  1827; 
John,  liorii  Feb.  10,  1830,  now  residing  in  Lane 
County,  Kan. ;   Martha  Jane,   born  April  19,  1»32,    y 
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was  marrierl  to  Henry  W.  Miller,  of  Marion  C'ount>', 
Ind.,  and  (lied  P"eb.  5,  1855;  Robert  Speer,  born 
Jan.  10,  18;i5,  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth  B.,  born 
July  28,  1836,  died  Sept.  18,  1854;  Nancy  Ann, 
born  June  22,  1839,  married  Daniel  Anderson,  and 
died  Nov.  30,  1869;  Samuel  Craig,  born  May  26, 
1842,  now  resides  on  the  home  farm;  William 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  14,  1846,  died  in  infancy,  and 
Minerva,  born  Feb.  7,  1848,  is  now  the  wife  of  R. 
H.  Runyon,  of  Keota. 

Mr.  Davis  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
under  Gen.  Harrison.  He  was  an  honest,  upright 
man,  fair  in  all  his  dealings,  and  was  well  respected 
by  all.  Mrs.  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

^  IfelLLIAM  MORE,  Esq.,  is  a  farmer  resid- 
\^f/  i'lg  ill  Crawford  Township.  But  few  men 
wW  live  in  this  county  who  can  give  a  more 
graphic  account  of  her  early  history  than  "Uncle 
Bill}'  More,"  as  he  is  familiarly  known  to  all  the 
old  settlers  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1811.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Wilson)  More.  James  More  was  born 
in  East  Tennessee,  and  was  of  Irish  ancestry,  and 
his  wife  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  Her  parents, 
Robert  and  Nancy  J.  Wilson,  emigrated  to 
America  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Virginia,  and 
afterward  moving  to  East  Tennessee.  One  of 
their  children,  James,  was  born  on  shipboard  while 
crossing  the  ocean.  The  other  children — Robert, 
Hugh,  P^phraim  and  Jane — were  born  in  Greene 
County,  Tenn.,  where  the  parents  lived  and  died. 
James  and  Marj^  (Wilson)  More  were  the  parents 
of  James,  William,  Nathaniel,  John,  Nancy,  Jane 
and  Polly,  who  were  also  borne  in  Greene  County, 
Tenn.  James  More  owned  a  plantation  in  Tennes- 
see, and  also  a  few  slaves,  whom  he  liberated 
long  before  the  war.  He  was  a  humane  master, 
and  the  act  of  freeing  several  slaves  worth  at  that 
time  thousands  of  dollars  proved  his  sentiments 
fully  regarding  slavery.  His  death  occurred  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  war,  he  having  reached  the 
mature  age  of  eighty-three.  The  death  of  his  wife 
occurred  previously,  though  she  lived  to  see  all  but 


one  of  her  children  married  and  fairly  settled  in 
life.  The  first  one  of  the  family  to  emigrate  to  the 
West  was  Jane,  who  married  John  P'ergusou,  who 
settled  Jn  this  county  in  1843,  one  mile  north  of 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who,  in  1844,  came  with 
his  wife,  Martha  Wilkins,  and  their  children,  Wil- 
son M.,  Solomon  J.,  Mary  F.,and  Martha  G.,  now 
deceased,  and  found  a  home  in  this  township. 
Solomon  Wilkins,  father-in-law  of  our  subject, 
came  with  his  famil}'  at  the  same  time.  With  him 
Missouri  was  the  objective  point,  and  they  jour- 
neyed together  until  almost  through  Illinois,  when 
the  forks  of  the  road  which  would  lead  one  to  Mis- 
souri and  the  other  to  Iowa  were  readied.  It  was 
left  to  the  family  whether  they  should  come  on  to 
Iowa  or  leave  our  subject  and  locate  in  Missouri. 
The  former  plan  was  decided  upon,  and  the  Wil- 
kins' thus  gained  a  residence  and  became  pioneers 
of  this  count}'.  Solomon  Wilkins  entered  a  quar- 
ter section  three  miles  north  of  Ainsworth,  where 
he  remained  during  his  life,  as  did  also  his  wife, 
whose  death  occurred  previously. 

The  first  two  j'ears  were  son-y  ones  for  the 
family  of  William  More.  They  were  prostiated 
with  sickness,  and  the  fevv  neighbors  they  had  were 
in  the  same  condition.  His  total  cash  account 
upon  arrival  here  was  $7.25,  supplemented  b}'  an 
ox-team  and  one  horse.  He  raised  a  fair  crop  the 
first  year,  but  sickness  came,  and  if  they  had  pos- 
sessed means  enough  the  family  would  have  re- 
turned to  Tennessee,  but  through  the  advice  of 
friends  they  decided  to  remain,  and  in  1846,  paid 
a  few  dollars  upon  a  fort3''-acre  tract  of  laud  and 
were  given  long  time  on  the  balance.  He  entered 
in  1847  eighty  acres  adjoining,  and  jiaid  for  it  with 
the  profits  of  his  farm,  which  was  doing  remarkably 
well  for  a  poor  man  with  a  family.  The  first  house 
upon  this  farm  was  built  in  1 847,  a  stor}'  and  a 
half  frame  dwelling,  which  is  yet  a  part  of  his  com- 
modious farm  house.  All  but  twenty  acres  of  the 
entire  tract  has  been  improved  by  Uncle  Billy. 
The  grand  trees  were  |)lanted,  the  fences  built,  autl 
an  elegant  farm  is  the  result.  His  first  forty  ai  ics 
cost  $200,  and  was  purciiased  of  Robert  Fergu^on, 
who  came  from  Tennessee  with  his  brother  .lolui. 
and  died  a  bachelor  before  the  vvar  began. 

One  child,  Jennie,  was   born  after  Mr.  More  be- 
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came  n  citizen  of  this  couiitv.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Heiulersuii  Walker,  tu  whom  she  hoic  two  children, 
Cora  anil  Charles;  the  latter  with  his  mother  is 
deceiisi'd.  Cora  is  carerl  for  l)y  her  grandparents. 
Their  other  children  arc  all  married.  AVilson  Mc- 
Donald wedded  Matilda  Twinam,  who  liorc  Willie, 
Klfle  J.,  Mattie,  Ida  and  Olive.  The  mother  died 
when  the  latter  was  an  infant,  and  the  elder  daugh- 
ters have  not  only  reared  the  other  children,  but 
have  found  lime  lo  become  well  educated.  Great 
praise  is  tine  them.  Solomon  J.  is  a  resident  of 
Louisa  County ;  he  married  Lizzie,  daughter  of 
Walter  .Ma\wcll,  and  they  have  one  daughtei-,  Nel- 
lie. Mar^-  wedded  Hufus  liennett,  an  earlj'  settler 
of  Henry  County ;  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Howard.  (A  lengthy  sketch  of  his  grandfather,. 
Elmer  Bennett,  appears  elsewhere.)  r'  :. 

William  More  was  reared  a  Whig,  but  when  the 
Republican  party  was  organized  in  this  county,  he 
was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  its  principles,  aud -• 
has  remained  steadfast  in  the  faith.  Solomon  J. 
was  a  member  of  Co.  L  2.5th_Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  din*- 
ing  the  war,  and  served  in  all  the  battles  in  which 
his  regiment  was  engaged.  What  greater  honor 
can  be  given  men  than  to  say  that  during  a  long 
life  they  have  lived  uprightly,  been  of  correct 
habits,  and  have  reared  a  faniil}'  who  have  followed 
in  their  footstei)S.  Fifty-seven  years  of  a  happy 
married  life  have  sat  lightly  upon  our  subject  and 
his  wortly  wife.  When  their  golden  wedding  was 
celebrated,  Sept.  'J,  IH84,  all  their  children  were 
present  with  their  families,  forming  an  unbroken 
family  circle.  This  has  since  been  broken,  but 
the  memory  of  the  departed  will  ever  be  held  sa- 
cred to  the  readers  of  this  volume. 


EVAN  EVANS  is  a  farmer  on^section  I,  Craw- 
ford Township.  Many  of  the  men  who 
have  hel|)ed  to  make  this  one  of  the  beauti- 
ful counties  in  the  State. were  born  in  foreign  lands 
and  matured  under  other  forms  of  civil  govern- 
ment. Our  subject  was  born  in  Wales,  Nov.  o, 
18:24,  and  is  a.  son  of  Lewis  and  Catherine  (Jones) 
Kvans.  The}'  had  eight  children  born  in  that  coun- 
try:   Lewis,   deceased;  John;  Grillith   and    David, 
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deceased;  Evan.  Hugh;  Aim  and  Edward,  deceased. 
Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  owned  and  culti- 
vated a  farm  in  Wales,  upon  which  Evan  worked 
until  his  marriage.  John,  David  and  (irillith  were 
niiMchanls  in  Wales  for  ^-ears,  and  John  became  in- 
dependently wealthy.  He  wedded  Jane  Evans,  of 
Flintshire,  Wales.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
military  man  in  his  youth,  and  until  his  death,  at 
the  .ige  of  eighty-four,  kept  his  sword  as  a  relic  of 
previous  inilitaiy  duty.  His  wife  was  about  the 
same  age  when  her  death  occurred. 

When  our  subject  was  married  to  Catherine 
Lewis,  in  April,  1  .S,")l ,  the}'  were  both  young  and 
full  t)f  enthusiasm,  and  had  decided  before  their 
marriage  to  emigrate  to  America.  They  were  pro- 
vided ftntli  a  marriage  |)ortion  from  both  parents, 
,:h)i(l. (in  -April  2:5  of  that  year,  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool, England,  in  quest  of  an  abiding-place  in 
America.  Landing  in  New  York  City,  in  about  a 
■  month. fl'om  the  date  of  their  sailing,  they  remained 
in  New  York  almost  two  years,  when,  hearing  of  the 
great  West,  and  what  success  was  made  by  those 
who  were  willing  to  labor,  our  subject  and  his 
young  wife  emigrated  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa, 
purchasing  a  farm  in  that  county.  From  their  com- 
ing, fortune  smiled  upon  them,  aud  after  twelve 
years  spent  in  farming,  Mr.  Evan  found  himself 
possessed  of  enough  money  to  purchase  a  nice  farm 
in  this  county,  upon  which  they  settled  in  18G5, 
and  there  they  yet  reside.  Their  eldest  daughter, 
Ann,  was  Ixjrn  in  New  York,  and  w.as  wedded  to 
Hugh  Hughes,  a  farmer  of  Louisa  County.  The 
marriage  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  her  parents, 
Dec.  19,  1878.  She  w.is  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren— John,  deceased  ;  Catherine  Ellen,  S.  Jennett 
and  Evan.  Catherine  and  Lewis  were  born  in 
Louisa  County.  The  former  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Williams,  and  resides  near  Iowa  City;  Lewis  is 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  makes  his  home  with 
his  parents  upon  the  farm. 

Man}'  fine  improvements  have  been  made  liy  Mr. 
Evans  since  he  came;  the  handsome  country  house 
was  built,  the  grand  trees  that  furnish  such  a  grate- 
ful sharle  were  planted,  and  the  forest  trees  were 
cleared  away  where  now  are  well  tilled  fields  that 
bear  trace  of  having  been  a  woodlancL  The  lands 
have  been   fenced  and  put  in  complete  order,   the 
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wholi'  sliDwing  the  handiwork  of  an  iiuUistrioiis  and 
careful  manager.  Wales  found  in  Evan  Evans  a 
fine  representative  of  her  people,  and  he  has  rightly 
earned  with  his  worthy  wife  a  place  in  the  history 
of  this  county.  Botii  are  coinieeted  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  the  members  of  which  are  now 
erecting  a  new  church  where  the  old  one  stood. 
His  success  has  been -demonstrated  by  the  purchase 
of  160  acres'  of  valuable  land  in  this  county,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  Mr.  Evans  finds  himself  set- 
tled more  comfortably  than  the  fondest  dreams  of 
his  youth  ever  imagined. 

EDWARD  C.  NOBLE  came  to  this  county  in 
the  fall  of  18.53,  and  settled  on  section  3G, 
/-  -''  Marion  Township,  where  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  unimproved  land,  and  where  he  still  re- 
sides, although  the  80-acre  farm  has  grown  to  be  a 
magnificent  farm  of  392  acres,  all  of  ivhich  is  under 
excellent  cultivation.  He  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1826,  and  is  the  son  of 
Oren  and  Catherine  (Prescott)  Noble,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  family  emigrated 
to  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  when  Edward  was  but 
three  years  of  age.  He  was  there  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  remained  at  home  until  twenty  years  old,  re- 
ceiving his  educati<;)n  in  the  log  school-house. 
AVhen  twenty-two  j'ears  of  age  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade,  in  Blendon  Township,  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Ohio,  and  worked  at  that  trade  for  nine 
years.  After  his  three  years'  apprenticeship  he 
took  his  boss's  place  and  commenced  contracting 
and  building. 

While  still  engaged  as  a  carpenter  Mr.  Noble 
came  to  this  county  in  the  year  stated  and  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Marion  Township,  and  at  once 
commenced  its  improvement,  breaking  twenty  acres 
at  that  time.  He  then  went  back  to  Ohio  and 
worked  at  his  trade  for  about  three  years,  and  then 
returned  with  his  family  to  this  place  in  ^s.^e,  and 
has  since  made  this  his  home,  going  back  to  Ohio 
during  dull  times  and  working  at  his  trade.  Usually, 
when  working  at  his  trade  he  ran  a  gang  of  about 
ten  men.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  best  con- 
tractors and  builders  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio. 
<•       


On  the  8th  of  May,  18.i6,  Mr.  Noble  was  married 
to  Saraii  .1.  Schroch,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter 
of  George  W.  and  Rachel  Schroch,  natives  of 
Hampshire  County.  \'a.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  .are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  all  living:  Clara  Belle, 
the  wife  of  William  Riley,  an  attorney-at-law,  re- 
siding at  Sidnej',  Neb.;  William  F.  now  resides  at 
Noble,  and  is  engaged  in  the  agricultural  imple- 
ment trade;  Ida  Luella  is  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noble  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a  Simon-pure  Republican.  In  1883 
the  Railroad  Company  laid  out  the  village  of  Noble 
upon  a  portion  of  his  farm.  All  the  vacant  lots  in 
the  village  are  now  held  bj'  Mr.  Noble. 

The  father  of  Edward  Noble  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  there  had 
a  farm  cleared  out  of  the  heavy  timl)er.  As  soon 
as  physically  able,  Edward  and  his  next  vounger 
brother  were  required  to  do  most  of  the  farm  work, 
from  time  to  time  clearing  away  some  of  the  lieavy 
timber,  and  thus  adding  to  the  farm  much  tillable 
land.  His  father  was  a  shoemaker  l)y  trade,  and 
by  disease  had  been  crippled,  thus  making  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  others  should  do  the  hard 
work  on  the  farm.  There  were  in  the  family  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Edward, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  .John,  living  in  Werter- 
ville,  Ohio,  ne.ar  the  old  home,  is  a  saddler  by 
trade;  Luther  resides  in  the  same  place;  Ora  is  the 
widow  of  William  Wiley.  The  father  died  in  1844, 
aged  forty-four.  After  his  death  Edward  had  to 
look  after  the  family,  and  was  the  principal  support 
for  some  years.  His  mother  died  in  1874,  aged 
seventy-five.  They  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

Edward  Noble  is  a  self-made  man,  all  the  prop- 
erty that  he  now  owns  being  the  result  of  his  own 
labors,  having  no  means  to  begin  life.  He  has 
been  industrious  and  economical  in  his  expendi- 
tures, and  by  close  attention  to  business  h.as  accu- 
mulated a  fine  property.  His  farm  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  finest  and  best  improved  in  Washington 
County.  On  the  place  is  a  handsome  two-story 
dwelling-house  erected  at  a  cost  of  §2,000  in  addi- 
tion to  his  own  work,  besides  which  there  are  three 
good  barns,  one  of  which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
12,800,  and  is  in  size  40x66  feet.     Another  barn  is 
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33x4'2,  and  another  "iaxofl.  The  tool  and  carriage 
honse  is  ■24x:32  feet.  He  also  has  a  granary  35x36 
feet.  In  arUlition  to  his  general  farming,  for 
twent^'-two  years  Mr.  >;ol)le  tvas  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  stoci<.  He  now  turns  his  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  in  which  business 
he  is  quite  successful.  There  are  few  farmers  vviio 
are  more  practical  than  Mr.  Noble.  He  is  a  man 
well  read  in  the  current  literature  of  the  day,  and 
in  general  news  always  keeps  well  posted.  A  view 
of  Mr.  Noble's  handsome  residence  is  shown  in 
this  connection. 
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JOHN  KEATING,  one  of  the  early  settler.s  of 
Wasiiington  County,  is  a  fanner  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  14,  Washington 
,^^_j^  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  County  Down, 
Ireland,  born  Sept.  7,  1835.  When  sixteen  years 
old  he  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Herki- 
mer County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  fanning. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
and  in  1858  came  to  Washington  "County,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  emplo\-ed  on  a  farm. 

In  September,  1861,  Mr.  Keating  enlisted  in  Co. 
F,  11th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.  The  regiment  received  its 
first  baptism  (.)f  fire  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where, 
with  the  15th  and  16th  Iowa,  it  formed  a  third 
brigade  of  the  6th  Division  of  the  17th  Arm}- 
Corps.  In  this  battle  Mr.  Keating  was  wounded  in 
the  hand,  hut  remained  with  his  company.  The 
second  battle  in  which  the  regiment  participated 
was  at  Corinth.  The  winter  of  1862-63  was  spent 
in  operating  in  front  of  Vicksburg,  Millikin's  Bend, 
Providence,  liayou  Tensas  and  Macon,  till  tiie  close 
of  the  Vicksburg  campaign  in  July,  1863.  In 
August,  1863.  it  was  sent  with  the  expedition  to 
Monroe,  La.,  and  in  October,  to  Jackson,  Miss., 
where  they  had  an  eng.agement  with  Joe  Johnston, 
driving  him  from  the  field.  Returning  to  Vicksburg» 
they  went  into  camp,  where  the^'  remained  until  the 
following  winter,  when  they  were  sent  on  the  Merid- 
ian raid  under  Gcu.  Sherman.  In  March,  1864 
most  of  the  regiment  veteranized,  receiving  a 
furlough  and  coming  home.    Returning  to  the  front 


he  joined  fien.  Sherman's  armj'  in  Georgia,  and 
marched  with  him  to  the  sea,  and  thence  to  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C,  which  was  the  last  engagement  in 
which  the  regiment  ]xnrticii)atcd.  It  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Johnston  and  while  lying  in  camp 
near  Durham  Station,  it  first  heard  of  the  assassina- 
tion of  President  Lincoln.  After  the  surrender  of 
Johnston  the  regiment  continued  on  its  way  to 
Washington.  D.  C,  where  it  formed  part  of  the 
grand  review,  and  was  subsequently  mustered  out 
at  Louisville,  Kj-.,  and  discharged  at  Davenport 
Iowa. 

Returning  to  Washington  County,  Mr.  Keating 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  14,  Washing- 
ton Township,  to  which  he  has  since  made  addi- 
tions, and  has  now  146  acres  of  fine  land,  all  of 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  val- 
ued at  #45  per  acre.  Mr.  Keating  was  married,  in 
1863,  to  Miss  Isabella  Kennedy,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Ireland.  By  this  union  there  are  four 
sons  and  four  daughters — Margaret  J.,  Mary  A., 
Alice,  Walter  F.,  John  K.,  Jenny,  Cliarles  H.  and 
Howard.  In  politics,  Mr.  Keating  is  a  Republican. 
In  educational  matters  he  has  alwa3's  taken  a  deep 
interest.  The  family  attend  tiie  Baptist  Church. 
For  his  services  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
for  the  injuries  received  therein,  Mr.  Keating  re- 
ceives the  munificent  sura  of  $2  per  nwmth.  Coming 
to  this  county  a  poor  man,  like  thousands  of  others, 
by  hard  work  and  good  management  he  has  secured 
enough  of  this  world's  goods  to  render  him  com- 
fortable for  life. 


.•«/v^  ^vtacji'S^s*' 
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E.  HARVEY,  residing  on  section  36,  Dutch 
Creek  Township,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  this  county,  and 
/  supposed  to  be  the  first  white  child  born 
within  its  boundaries.  He  was  born  Feb.  9,  1840, 
and  is  the  son  of  W.  L.  and  Martha  Harvey,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  ^'irginia,  and  the  latter  of  Mary- 
land, but  of  German  descent.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  3-et  living: 
John,  a  farmer  in  Montana;  Ann,  the  wife  of  G. 
Augustine,  a  farmer  in  Dutch  Creek  Township; 
Mar}',  the  wife  of  George  Ward,  a  farmer  and  car 
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penter  of  Dutch  Creek  Township;  Elijah  is  also  en- 
gaged in  farniing,  and  resides  in  Hardin  Countj', 
Iowa;  J.  E.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Martha 
is  the  wife  of  Alex  Miksch,  a  fainier  in  Dutch 
Creek  Township;  Hettie  is  the  wife  of  James  Har- 
cuff,  residing  in  New  Sharon,  Mahaska  Co..  Iowa; 
Emily  and  Joseph  are  deceased. 

In  1838,  the  fathe'r  of  our  subject  came  with  the 
family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  on 
a  farm  near  Washington,  where  he  remained  until 
1845,  and  then  settled  on  a  farm  of  3U3  acres  in 
Dutch  Creek  Township,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1880,  at  the  ageof  seventy-three.  His  wife 
died  in  1859.  The}'  were  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Harvey  was  an 
energetic  man,  generous  to  a  fault,  a  kind  and  in- 
dulgent parent,  one  whose  death  was  mourned  by 
family  and  friends  alike.  He  held  various  town- 
ship offices  in  this  county,  though  never  seeking 
office. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home  on 
his  father's  farm,  assisting  in  its  cultivation  during 
the  summer  months  and  attending  the  district 
schools  during  the  winter  months,  until  1862,  when 
he  enliste<l  in  Co.  E,  30th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of 
Arkansas  Post,  Jackson,  Miss.,  the  siege  of  Vieks- 
burg,  the  second  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  with 
Sherman  through  the  Atlanta  campaign,  at  Resaca, 
Ga.,  where  the  Union  troops  drove  Hood  out  of 
that  State  into  Alabama,  and  then  in  the  march  to 
the  sea,  and  on  to  Washington,  where  the  30th  Iowa 
was  the  first  in  the  grand  review,  and  where  the 
regiment  was  discharged  June  10,  1865.  On  receiv- 
ing his  discharge,  Mr.  Harvey  returned  to  his  home 
in  Washington  County  and  resumed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  1806,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Rehmel,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  in  February,  1848,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Theresa  (Ivrakaw)  Rehmel.  Three 
children  were  born  unto  them — Naomi,  Wilbur  W. 
and  John  W.  Mrs.  Harvey  died  June  1,  1874,  and 
in  June,  1876,  Mr.  Harvey  married  Miss  Samantha 
Hendricks.  By  this  union  there  were  two  children 
— Hettie  and  Nora.  In  February-,  1882,  death  once 
more  visited  Mr.  Harvey's  home,  taking  his  wife. 
-^»- ^ 


In  December  of  the  same  year,  he  was  again  mar- 
:  ried,  choosing  as  a  companion  Miss  Rebecca  Henry. 
I  By  this  union  there  are  three  children — Cora,  Anna 
and  Charles.  Mr.  Il.arvey  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  all 
public  affairs  he  takes  considerable  interest,  and  is 
ever  leady  to  do  his  part  in  promoting  any  enter- 
prise that  is  calculated  for  the  public  good.  The 
first  child  born  in  Washington  County,  he  is  an 
honor  to  the  place  of  his  birth. 


LPHEUS  B.  DICKENS,  deceased,  was  a 
well-knovvn  citizen  of  Washington  County. 

j  li  He  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
^jf  March  4,   1825,  and  in  consequence  of  the 

death  of  his  father  when  he  was  but  a  small  child, 
was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  and  required  to 
make  his  own  living.  His  educational  advantages 
were  therefore  limited,  but  in  later  life,  by  reading 
and  thinking  he  became  well  informed  on  almost 
every  topic  of  general  interest.  The  early  life  of 
Mr.  Dickens  was  spent  in  the  East,  but  like  thou- 
sands of  others,  with  that  restless  energy  that  could 
not  be  controlled,  in  1851  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
first  located  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry  County.  In 
1852,  he  came  to  Washington  County,  where  he  re- 
sided till  his  death,  which  occurred  March  16,  1887. 
On  coming  to  this  county,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Jonathan  H.  Wilson  in  the  stock  business, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  entered  a  tract  of  land 
and  began  farniing,  but  turned  his  .attention  more 
especially  to  the  stock  feature  of  that  business,  in 
which  he  seemed  eminently  qualified. 

Here  in  AVashington,  Mr.  Dickens  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Miss  Hester  W.  Ashbj',  born  in  Pres- 
ton County,  W.  Va.,  in  April,  1825,  and  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Ashby,  vfho  were 
pioneers  of  this  county.  (See  sketch  of  Jesse 
Ashby.)  The  acquaintance  thus  formed  soon  rip- 
ened into  love,  and  on  the  6th  of  January,  1853, 
they  were  united  in  marriage.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them — Julia  E.,  Milton  E.,  Priscilla  and 
Cora  M.  Mr.  Dickens  came  to  this  county  in  limited 
circumstances,  but  by  industry  and  econom}',  as- 
sisted by  a  loving  wife,  he  accumulated  cousidera-    V 
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ble  iiropcrty,  haviiio;  at  his  death  260  acres  of  fliio 
land  in  Wasliinglon  County  and  7(K)  acres  in  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Dickens  was  a  Whig,  but  in  later 
years  a  Hepniiliean.  Helijjiuusly,  he  was  for  many 
years  a  inemlier  of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
serving  as  Class-Loader  and  .Steward.  In  Church 
work  he  took  great  delight,  l)eing  zealous,  and  hav- 
ing a  strong  desire  to  advance  the  cause  in  every 
way.  A  student  of  the  IJilile,  and  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church,  he  made  an  exceptionally  good  Class- 
Leader.  In  all  his  dealings  vvith  his  fellow-men  lie 
w.as  honest  and  upright.  His  death  was  sadlj- 
mourned,  not  alone  by  a  kind  and  faithful  wife  and 
loving  children,  but  by  a  host  of  friends.  -  Mrs. 
Dickens  and  her  family  reside  in  Washington,  and 
enjoy  the  confiilence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
them. 

AMUKL  MANATT,  farmer,  stock-grower 
and  merchant,  section  2,  township  77  north, 
range  8  west,  is  one  of  the  large  land-own- 
ers of  the  county,  having  900  acres,  all 
fenced  and  improved  except  loO  acres  of  timber. 
He  was  born  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  July  17, 
1833,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Martha  Man.att, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of 
Petinsylvania.  In  1H46  .Samuel  emigrated  with  his 
parents  to  Iowa,  coming  bj'  team,  leaving  Ohio 
October  8,  and  arriving  in  Iowa  in  the  latter  part 
of  November.  The  family  settled  in  W:ishington 
County  on  a  rented  farm,  and  in  184!)  bought  a 
farm  on  section  -t,  Lime  Creek  Township,  where  his 
father  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Nov.  3,  1876.  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 
Martha  Matiatt  survived  her  husband,  and  died 
Sept.  3,  1883.  There  were  seven  children  in  this 
family,  three  boys  and  four  girls:  llobert  was  mar- 
ried, and  died  Oct.  3,  1881  ;  Susannah  w.as  the  wife 
of  L.  M.  Pattison,  and  died  in  Washington  County  ; 
Catherine  became  the  wife  of  W.  N.  Rogers,  and  is 
living  in  Kansas;  Mar^',  the  wifeof  J.  W.  Pattison, 
is  now  living  in  Missouri;  Samuel  was  next  in  order 
of  birth;  W.  M.  is  a  resident  of  Knglish  River 
Townshii);  and  liliza  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  .McCor- 
mick,  of  Lime  Creek  Township. 


Our  subject  w.is  married,  Oct.  30,  18.58.  in  the 
village  of  Richmond,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Mary  .lane  Brit- 
ton,  daughter  of  William  an<l  Margaret  Britton. 
She  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  came  to  Iowa  with 
her  parents  when  an  infant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manatt 
are  the  parents  of  eleven  living  children:  Tilla  A., 
born  Aug.  24,  1859;  Scott  K.,  July  7,  1861 ;  Clem- 
ent v.,  Feb.  28,  1863;  Florence  K..  March  2.5,  1865; 
W^illiiim  B.,  Aug.  30,  1867;  Margaret  L.,  Jan.  2, 
1871;  SamuelT.,  Nov.  7,1872;  Mary  O.,  Dec.  29, 
1S75;  Guy  K.,July  14,1878;  Odin,  Oct.  16,  1880; 
Roswell  v.,  Sept.  11,  1883.  The  two  eldest  chil- 
dren are  marrie<l :  Tilla  is  the  wife  of  K.  A.  Carpen- 
ter, of  Kaluna,  Iowa;  Scott  E.  married  Eva  Morgan, 
also  .living  in  Kalona.  Mr.  .Manatt  established  a 
general  mercandise  business  at  Kalona,  which  is 
managed  by  his  son,  .Scott  E.,  and  his  son-in-law, 
E.  A.  Carpenter. 

Our  subject  has  held  various  township  offices, 
and  is  independent  in  politics.  Clement  V.  gradua- 
ted from  the  law  department  of  the  State  University 
in  188C,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  is  now 
practicing  law  at  Washington,  Iowa.  Mr.  Manatt 
is  a  man  of  liberal  ideas,  and  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  and  business  men  of  Washington 
County. 

<i\  j^  A.  MOORE  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
\jsJ//  stock-raiser,  residing  upon  section  20, 
\ysi  Cedar  Township.  He  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  Ohio,  in  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Walker)  Moore,  the  former  a  native 
of  Jefferson  County',  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Brooks 
County,  W.  Va.  In  1866  the  family  moved  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  where  the  father  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  section  18,  Cedar  Township, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May 
5,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  The  mother 
died  in  1875, .at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  They 
were  members  of  the  .Mi^thodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch.  William  A.  Moore, 
resided  with  his  parents  until  his  marri.age,  which 
occurred  in  December,  1869,  with  Miss  Maggie  C. 
Dayton,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  daughter  of 
James  and  Martha  (Moore)  D.ayton,  who  were  also 
natives  of  V'irgiuia,   the   latter  being  of   English 
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descent.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  them  : 
J.  Bruce,  Sept.  27,  1870,  and  Charles  W.,  Feb.  3, 
1876.  The  first  purchase  of  land  by  Mr.  Moore 
was  159  acres  on  section  20,  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  reside.  To  his  original  purchase  he  has 
since  added  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  325  acres, 
all  of  whieli  is  undier  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
with  improvements  of  the  better  class.  The  dw.ell- 
ing-house  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,500,  and  a 
barn  at  a  cost  of  $1,000. 

Mr.  Moore  has  been  quite  successful  as  a  farmer, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in  Cedar  Town- 
ship. Quiet  and  unobtrusive  in  his  nature,  he  is 
yet  able  to  exjjress  himself  intelligent!}^  upon  all 
questions  of  public  interest.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican.  Religiouslj',  he  and  his  wife  are  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  p]piscopal  Church.  In 
1876,  the  Centeiuiial  year,  he  traveled  extensively 
through  Canada,  Virginia,  Mar3'land  and  Ohio., 
visiting  New  Yorlv  City,  Philadelphia,  and  x^hfi; 
places  of  interest,  including  Niagara  Falls.  The 
trip  was  one  of  great  pleasure  to  him.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Moore,  James  Dayton,  was  a  soldier  in.  thy 
War  of  1812.  B}^  occupation  he  was  a  farmer. 
He  died  when  Airs.  Moore  was  but  a  small  girl. 
Her  mother  died  in  1862,  aged  sixty-five.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

/OHN  GRAHAM,  capitalist,  of  Washington, 
Iowa,  is  one  among  the  few  pioneers  of  Wash- 
ington County  who  yet  remain.  He  is  a  na- 
(^^jl/  tive  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Washington 
County  April  22,  1806.  Samuel  Graham,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa., 
and  at  a  very  early  day  settled  in  Washington, 
driving  a  five-horse  team  at  the  time  of  his  settle- 
ment farther  west  than  had  ever  before  been  done 
b}"  a  white  man.  In  the  heavy  timber  of  that  sec- 
tion he  cleared  a  farm,  and  in  due  time  was  mar- 
ried to  Rachel  Jeffrey,  a  native  of  Washington 
County.  Three  children  were  born  unto  them,  one 
of  whom,  a  daughter,  died  at  seven  years  of  age. 
Two  grew  to  be  adults,  and  are  yet  living:  Mary, 
who  married  Thomas  Hodgins,  and  is  now  living  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.;  and  John,  the  subject  of 
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this  sketch.  The  mother  died  in  1812,  when  John 
was  but  six  years  of  age,  and  his  father  subse- 
quently married  Hannah  Way,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  who  are  yet  living.  Samuel  Gra- 
ham died  in  1850,  at  a  good  old  age. 

John  Graham  comes  of  Revolutionary  stock,  his 
grandfathers  Graham  and  Jeffrey  having  been 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Reared  in  the 
wilds  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  but  thinly  settled,  and  but  little  better  than  a 
wilderness,  the  advantages  for  improvement  were 
not  of  the  best.  As  soon  as  physically  able,  he  was 
made  acquainted  with  hard  work,  and  that  famil- 
iarity, it  may  well  be  said,  has  clung  to  him  through 
life.  A  few  short  terms  of  school  in  the  old  log 
school-house,  with  its  puncheon  floor,  greased  paper 
window  liglits,  and  old  fashioned  fireplace,  com- 
prised it  all.  Free  schools  in  those  days  were  un- 
known^ ami  money  was  too  scarce  to  hire  first-class 
ijistructors  for  the  youth  of  that  section,  and  if  one 
advaueed"''in  school  to  the  "simple  rule  of  three," 
he  was  doing  well;  if  to  the  "double  rule  of  three," 
he  vyas  considered  a  brigiit  scholar,  and  an  excellent 
-futm-pwa^s  predicted  for  him. 

As  the  years  went  b}'  stories  of  the  great  coun- 
try of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  with  a  soil  and  climate 
unsurpassed,  were  told  to  those  Eastern  people, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  among  others,  de- 
termined to  emigrate  and  see  for  himself.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1838,  he  came  out,  attended  the  land  sales 
at  Burlington,  and  purchased  a  half  section  of  land 
in  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa,  and  noting  the  location 
of  his  land,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
had  been  and  was  still  engaged  in  wool-growing,  in 
which  he  was  quite  successful.  In  1839,  he  came 
to  Washington  County,  and  visited  James  Dawson, 
whom  he  had  met  in  Van  Buren  County  the  pre- 
vious year.  While  here  he  purchased  a  claim  of 
400  acres  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Holcomb,  in 
what  is  now  Brighton  Township,  of  which  land  he 
is  yet  the  owner.  After  purchasing  this  claim  he 
went  to  Van  Buren  Count}',  where  he  erected  a 
small  cabin  of  peeled  hickory,  on  the  land  purchased 
at  the  Burlington  land  sales.  This  land  he  im- 
proved, and  then  began  to  purchase  other  tracts  as 
he  secured  the  means  and  as  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity was   offered  him   for  investment.   In  his  na- 


f 


t 


■♦- 


352 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


t 


4 


tive  State  he  had  acquired  a  reputation  for  honest}' 
and  strict  integrity,  and  was  therefore  enabled  to 
borrow  all  the  money  he  needed  or  could  profit- 
ably use  in  buying  land.  He  continued  to  buy  and 
sell  for  many  years,  and  at  one  time  was  the  owner 
of  15,000  acres,  much  of  which  has  since  been  sold, 
but  he  yet  owns  over  '2,000  in  Washington  County. 
Mr.  Graham  became  a  citizen  of  this  county  in 
1870,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  In 
the  fall  of  1874,  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  on  the  2!»th 
of  .Septeraljer  of  that  year,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Bell  Davis,  a  daughter  of  William  Davis. 
She  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Helmont  County. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them:  .lohn,  who  died 
in  1878;  William  Henry,  now  aged  eight  years,  and 
Samuel  Ilodgins,  aged  three  years.  Mrs.  Graham 
passed  to  the  other  life  Oct.  20,  1886.  Her  death 
was  a  sad  blow  to  the  husband  and  children.  She 
was  a  woman  of  excellent  habits,  a  dutiful  wife  and 
good  mother.  In  early  life  she  was  a  Baptist  in  her 
Church  relations,  but  on  coming  to  Washington 
she  became  identified  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  No  one  was  more  universally  respected, 
and  to  her  memory  her  husband  has  placed  over 
her  grave  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  at  Washington, 
a  fine  monument,  erected  at  a  cost  of  $1,000.  She 
is  now  at  rest,  but  on  the  other  shore  is  "waiting, 
only  waiting,"  for  the  loved  ones  who  yet  remain. 
On  her  death,  her  bereaved  husband  had  printed  a 
number  of  "In  memory"  cards  for  distribution 
among  friends,  on  which  was  printed  the  following: 

"Loviuj;  fiieiids,  wci'|i  moI  fur  nie; 
1  long  to  1)('  at  rl^<l. 
How  liiippx .  liappy  I  shall  he, 

When  pillowed  on  my  Savior's  breast." 

'•  "Twas  sail  to  sec  thee  breathe  tliv  last. 
But  .lesus  h)vinu;ly  said  Oune!" 
Now  thy  sulteriiigs  are  all  past. 
AucI  thy  sweet  spirit  rests  al   hojiie. 

■•Oh  I  the  liope.  tlic  hope  is  sweet. 
Thai  we  soon  in  lieaveii  may   meet. 
There  we  all  shall  happy  be, 
Hest.  I'roiii  pain  aud  soiiow  lice." 

John  Graham  commenced  life  a  poor  man,  but  by 
industry  and  economy  he  has  accumulated  a  large 
fortune.  Strictly  honest  in  all  tilings,  he  has  ever  had 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  While  of  a 
somewhat  conservative  nature,  when  he  is  convinced 
that  any  enterprise  is  for  the  |)ul)lic  good  he  has 
M»— 


always  been  willing  to  contribute  liberally  of  his 
means.  He  gave  a  handsome  sum  in  aid  of  the 
academy  at  Washington,  and  also  for  the  fine  opera 
house  in  Washington  which  was  built  in  1884.  All 
in  all,  the  example  of  John  Graham  is  worth\'  to  be 
followed  by  the  youth  of  the  land.  Kxcellent 
portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham,  together  with 
their  babe,  are  presented  in  connection  with  this 
sketch. 
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OHN  WALKKR  NKAL,  deceased,  was  born 
near  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  Mercer  Co., 
Fa.,  on  the  21st  of  February,  1810.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  In  the  year  1837  he  landed  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  and  [iiit  in  a  portion  of  that 
summer  wcjrking  as  a  carpenter  on  the  building 
Icnown  as  the  old  Harris  House.  In  the  same  fall, 
with  his  young  wife  and  one  child,  he  crossed  the 
Flint  Hills,  and  halted  not  until  he  had  reached  the 
north  bank  of  Crooked  Creek.  Then,  upon  the 
southeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 22,  just  one  mile  south  of  the  village  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  he  pitched  his  tent,  or  rather,  a  mongrel 
habitation  betwen  a  hut  and  a  cave.  It  was  made 
of  bent  poles  lathed  with  hazel  rods  and  covered 
with  sod  and  bark.  Then,  and  in  this  hovel,  the 
first  settler  on  the  Crawfordsville  i)rairie,  with  his 
wife  and  child,  put  in  their  first  winter  in  Iowa. 
His  neighbors  were  the  conquered  warriors  of  Black 
Hawk,  the  Sacs  and  the  Foxes.  His  venison  and 
his  poultiy  he  took  as  he  needed  it,  with  his  gun, 
from  the  herds  of  deer  and  flocks  of  prairie  chickens 
that  were  grazing  and  feeding  all  around  him. 

Mr.  Walker  Neal  was  the  nucleus  of  this  flour- 
ishing moral  and  intellectual  settlement.  He  was 
soon  followed  b}'  brothers  and  sisters,  father  and 
mother,  and  other  relatives  and  friends.  The  land 
from  which  the  site  of  the  original  town  w.ts  taken 
belonged  to  Walker  and  his  two  brothers,  Joseph 
and  Robert.  The  town  of  Crawfordsville  was  sur- 
ve3'ed  about  the  4th  of  .July,  1839.  Dr.  Isaac 
Crawford,  a  brother-in-law  of  the  Neals,  was  .at 
that  time  here,  looking  at  the  country.  The  Neal 
brothers  told  him  that  if  he  would  come  here  and 
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build  a  house  they  nnuhl  name  the  town  for  him. 
The  proposal  was  accepted,  and  two  years  later  Dr. 
Crawford  moved  out  and  built  the  brick  house 
that  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  bj'  the  "  Iowa 
House."  This  is  how  Crawfordsville  came  by  its 
name. 

Mr.  Neal  was  ncrt  avaricious  or  he  might  have 
been  rich.  He  was  always  a  good  man,  in  the 
olden  time  an  active  anti-slavery  man,  always  a 
temperance  man,  always  a  church  member  and  a 
consistent  Christian.  He  had  but  two  sons  and 
gave  them  both  to  his  country,  and  they  served 
faithfully  as  Union  soldiers  during  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  Neal  died  May  18,  1887,  in  the  seventy-eighth 
year  of  his  age. 

Of  the  large  circle  of  brothers  and  sisters  who 
followed  Mr.  W.  Neal  to  Iowa,  but  two  survive 
him :  Mrs.  Dr.  Crawft)rd  and  Mr.  Robert  Neal, 
both  of  whom  were  older  than  himself.  Mr.  Neal 
was  married  to  five  wives,  the  last  of  whom,  with 
four  children,  the  youngest  about  one  3'ear  old, 
survives.  He  was  always  a  kind  husband  and 
father  to  all.  His  widow,  notwithstanding  the 
great  difference  in  their  years,  stood  by  him  during 
his  long  and  painful  affliction,  taking  care  of  the 
children,  and  to  a  great  extent,  by  her  own  labor 
furnishing  the  living  for  the  family. 

The  above  sketch  vas  prepared  by  Capt.  S.  A. 
Russell,  and   published   in  the  Washington  Gazette. 

SHEL  JEFFREY,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  Oregon  Township,  liv- 
ing on  section  23,  where  his  widow  yet 
resides.  He  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  near  Seneca  Lake,  in  1812,  and  was  the  son 
of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  (Gifford)  Jeffrey,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  of  En- 
glish descent.  They  moved  to^Indiana  at  an  early 
day,  and  there  subsequently  died.  Our  subject 
grew  to  manhood  in  Indiana,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried, April  IG,  1835,  to  Nancy  Stephens,  daughter 
of  William  and  Jemima  Stephens,  who  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  being  of  Irish  and  the 
mother    of    English    descent.     Both    died    in   this 


county.     She  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  in 
1815. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashel  Jeffrey  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  William 
R.,  now  living  in  this  countj';  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Francis  M.,  now  residing  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
married  Lizzie  Morrison,  who  died,  leaving  three 
children — -Henry  A.,  John  and  Nettie  B.,  all  of 
whom  are  living  with  their  grandmother  Jeffrey 
in  Oregon  Township;  Abner  A.  is  deceased;  Jere- 
miah, now  residing  in  Gage  County,  Neb.,  married 
Eliza  Robinson,  bj'  whom  he  has  three  children 
living — George  R.,  Faith  and  Grace;  Mary  J.  is 
the  wife  of  John  F.  James,  of  Greenfield,  Adair 
County.  They  have  five  children — Ashel  W., 
Elizabeth  E.,  Faith,  Esscl  B.  and  Bertha;  Hiram 
is  now  living  in  Page  County,  Iowa.  He  married 
Mary  B.  Hampton,  and  they  have  two  children 
living — Chester  V.  and  Arthur  A. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Washington 
County  in  1841,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the 
southern  part  of  Oregon  Township,  which  he  rented 
for  three  years,  then  took  a  cl.iim  on  Government 
land,  Mrs.  Jeffrey  saving  the  money  she  received 
from  boarders  until  she  had  enough  to  pay  for  the 
forty  acres.  Erecting  their  cabin  on  this  first  pur- 
chase, they  at  once  proceeded  to  improve  the  same. 
To  the  original  forty  they  added  by  subsequent 
purchase  until  they  had  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  all  of  which  was  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Jeffrey  died  March  4, 
1887.  For  thirty  3'ears  previous  to  his  death  he 
was  a  respected  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of 
her  best  citizens,  the  wife  a  loving  and  affectionate 
husband,  the  children  a  kind  and  indulgent  father, 
and  the  Church  a  useful  member.  Mrs.  Jeffrey 
yet  resides  upon  the  home  farm.  She  is  a  well- 
preserved  woman,  physically  and  mentally.  At 
the  first  school  meeting  held  in  their  neighborhood 
Mrs.  Jeffrey  and  two  other  ladies  voted  in  order  to 
fill  the  required  number  necessary  to  form  a  school 
district.  As  an  illustration  of  what  may  be  done 
by  one  who  has  a  will  to  do,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  Mrs.  Jeffrey  learned  to  read  and  write  after 
she  was  fifty-five  years  of  .age. 

For  almost  half  a  century  Mrs.  Jeffrey  has  been    \  r 
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a  citizen  of  AVasliiiigton  County,  aiul  in  thnt  time 
endured  all  the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life. 
and  is  now  reaping  the  fruits  of  a  life  of  toil.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  K[)iscopaI  Church, 
of  which  body  all  her  children  are  also  members, 
each  of  them  uniting  when  about  thirteen  years  of 
age.  After  years  of  toil  she  and  her  liusband 
secured  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worshi|)  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  resided.  Regularly 
upon  each  Sabbath  she  was  in  the  habit  of  attend- 
ing the  holy  place  that  she  might  engage  in  the 
worship  of  her  Maker.  A  few  years  since  the 
house  was  moved  to  Ainsworth,  and  on  account  of 
advancing  yeiirs  she  is  unable  to  attend  as  often  as 
she  desires,  much  to  her  sorrow,  for  to  her  there  is 
no  place  sosacrcd  as  the' house  ofJOod. 


JAMES  TAVJ.OK,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
resides  on  section  7,  Dutch  Creek  Township. 
He  was  born  Oct.  4,  1811,  in  Reaver  County, 
I'a.,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Agnes 
(McClelland)  Taylor,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Penns3'lvania.  The  family  moved  to  Ohio  when 
James  w.as  a  small  boy,  and  there  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. Until  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was  af- 
flicted with  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and  was 
therefore  unable  to  do  hard  work.  His  education  vitis 
obtiiined  in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio.  In  1829 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter  and  joiner's 
trade,  and  served  as  an  apprentice  for  three  years. 
He  then  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  different  places, 
and  on  the  12th  of  December,  1833,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  McCart,  a  daughter  of 
Je.sse  and  Marj'  (Tombleson)  McCart.  They  were 
natives  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Taylor  are  parents  of  seven 
children:  Mar}'  L.,  now  the  wife  of  Smith  Snod- 
grass,  residing  in  Kan.sas;  S.  W.  is  a  merchant  in 
Logan,  Kan.;  Edwin  M.  is  a  farmer  in  St.  Cloud 
County.  Kan. ;  Agnes  A.  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
McCampbell,  a  farmer  in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa; 
James  IJ.  resides  at  home  and  has  charge  of  the 
home  farm;  Alexander  is  deceased;  William  J.  re- 
sides in  Minnesota.  In  Ma}',  1860,  Mr.  Taylor 
left   Richland   County,   Ohio,   with  his  family,  and 
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came  to  Washington  County,  and  for  four  years 
rented  a  farm  on  Skunk  River,  in  Dutch  Creek 
Township.  In  1860  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  U<  which  he  has  added  from  time 
to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of 
fine  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
otherwise  greatly  improved. 

On  the  12tli  of  March,  1883,  Mrs.  Ta^'hn-  was 
called  to  her  final  rest.  She  was  born  March  12, 
1817,  and  died  March  12,  1883.  .She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having 
united  with  that  body  when  she  was  quite  young. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Church,  one  who. 
delighted  in  the  service  of  the  Lord's  house,  and  in 
her  death  the  Church  lo.st  one  of  its  most  useful 
members,  the  husband  a  loving  wife,  and  the  chil- 
dren an  indulgent  parent.  Mr.  Smith  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  When 
he  came  to  this  county,  in  185G,  he  was  hardly 
possessed  of  a  dollar,  but  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
he  has  been  enabled  to  accumulate  a  nice  property, 
and  has  lived  to  see  his  children  all  well  [irovided 
for  iTi  this  life.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  charitable  and 
kind  neighbor,  and  the  result  of  his  life's  work  is 
proof  of  the  fact  that  honesty  and  induslrj'  will  re- 
ceive their  reward. 
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"^  B.  ORRIS  resides  upon  section  25,  Oregon 
Township,  where  he  owns  I5()  acres  of  land, 
and  is  engaged  in  general  farming  .and  stock- 
raising.  He  was  born  in  Terry  County,  Pa., 
June  23,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Sarah 
(Shull)  Orris,  who  were  also  n.atives  of  Pennsj'lva- 
nia.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  State.  On  reaching  his 
majority,  in  1851,  he  turned  his  face  westward, 
crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  settled  in  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  18G5.  and 
then  removed  to  his  present  place  of  residence. 

Mr.  Orris  was  married,  in  W.ashington  County, 
this  State,  in  18r)l>.  to  Mary  .1.  Ilulick,  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  in  1838.  Ten  children  have 
blessed  this  union,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living: 
Jolin  D. ;  Henry  T.,  who  married  Nellie  Willey; 
Sarah,    the    wife    of   William    Pearce;    William,  a 
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prominent  school  teacher;  Samuel  K. ;  Jeremiah  H., 
Cyrus  aiul  Alden  B.  Mrs.  Orris  died  in  1871.  He 
was  the  second  time  married,  in  1875,  to  Emily 
Mills,  who  vvas  born  in  Fulton  County,  111.  By 
this  marriage  there  is  one  cliild,  Lucy.  On  coming 
to  Iowa  Mr.  Orris  was  in  very  limited  circum- 
stances, and  that  which  he  now  owns  has  been  ac- 
cumulated by  hard  work  and  close  attention  to 
business.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members 
of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  Class- Leader  ever  since  coming  to  Wash- 
ington County'.  As  a  citizen  he  is  ever  ready  to 
do  his  duty,  and  has  given  mucli  of  his  time  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  township,  serving  in  va- 
rious township  offices.  By  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors he  is  held  in  high  esteem.  He  is  a  liind  and 
indulgent  husband  and  father. 
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EMCY  WELCH,  one  of  the  largest,  most 
highly  respected,  and  enterprising  farmers 
of  Washington  County,  resides  upon  sec- 
tion 19,  Washington  Township.  He  was 
born  near  Cumberland,  in  what  is  now  West  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  28th  of  February,  1824,  and  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Julia  (Rawlings)  Welch,  who 
were  natives  of  Virginia,  where  they  married,  and 
in  1856  came  to  this  county.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
Sar.ah  N.,  the  widow  of  Peter  Miller,  now  residing 
in  Washington,  this  State ;  Sylvester,  now  a 
resident  of  Kansas;  Demcy,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mar^-  A.,  the  widow  of  Hiram  Smith,  now 
residing  in  Missouri;  Virginia  C,  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  Smith,  of  Kansas;  William  C,  deceased; 
Benjamin  D.,  now  a  resident  of  Page  County,  Iowa; 
America,  now  the  wife  of  Andrew  Bailey,  of  Mis- 
souri. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  are  deceased.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years,  and  in  politics  he  was  an  old-line 
Whig. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  educated  in  the  log  cabin  school- 
house,  which  was  conducted  upon  the  subscription 
plan.  He  was  married  in  Alleghany  County,  Md., 
Dec.  12,  1850,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilson,  a  daugh- 


ter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  Wilson,  who  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Abraham,  residing  on  the  old  homestead; 
Elizabeth,  Jonathan;  Susan,  the  wife  of  David 
Davis,  and  Rachel.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  both  died  in 
Maryland.  In  1857  Mr.  A\^elch  came  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Iowa,  first  settling  in  Keokuk  County,  but 
soon  after  came  to  the  place  where  they  now  re- 
side. They  are  the  p.arents  of  two  children:  Julia 
A.  R.,  now  the  wife  of  John  Rhemel,  residing  in 
this  county,  and  Eucebes  F.  H.,  who  married  Miss 
Mary  B.  Trackman;  she  died  in  January,  1885, 
leaving  one  son,  Wade  W. 

When  Mr.  Welch  came  to  Washington  County, 
in  1857,  he  was  in  limited  circumstances,  but  by 
hard  work  and  economy  he  has  acquired  a  nice 
property,  and  is  the  owner  of  188  acres  of  fine  land 
south  of  the  city  of  Washington,  which  is  valued 
at  150  per  acre.  The  place  is  well  imi)roved  in 
every  respect,-  having  a  comfortable  dwelling- 
house,  good  barn,  and  other  necessary  out-build- 
ings. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Washington,  and 
no  couple  enjoy  the  respect  and  confidence  of  their 
fellow-citizens  in  a  higher  degree. 


'^  OHN  ROWAN  is  a  farmer  in  Oregon  Town- 
shi|),  who  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  May  9,  1804.  He  comes  of  that  sturdy 
stock  which  peopled  the  North  of  Ireland, 
of  his  parents  being  natives  of  Count}'  Ty- 
Their  names  were  John  and  Letitia  (Porter- 
Rowan.  After  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  sought  a  home  in  the  New  World,  emigrat- 
ing to  America  about  the  year  1790,  and  settlmg 
in  the  county  where  their  son  John  was  born,  and 
where  they  resided  until  their  death.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  the  result  of  this  union,  all  now  deceased 
except  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

In  his  youth  John  Rowan  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  but  his  life-long  occupation  has  been 
th.at  of  a  farmer,  which  he  has  followed  both  in  the 
East  and  West.  He  has  been  twice  married  ;  first 
in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  in  1828,  to  Nancy  Wil- 
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son,  who  died  in  1830,  leaving  one  child,  William. 
Mr.  Rowan's  second  marriage  occurred  in  West- 
moreland Count}',  Pa.,  in  18.38,  his  wife  being  Sa- 
rah, daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Huey)  Mc- 
Laughlin. She  wa.s  born  in  181,3.  The  children 
of  this  marri.age  are:  .lohn,  a  resident  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa;  Joseph,  living  in  Oregon  Township,  this 
county ;  Thomas,  in  Colorado;  Theodore,  in  Ains- 
worth,  Iowa;  Nancy  J.,  the  wife  of  Archie  Kurc. 
of  Washington  Count}';  Robert,  of  the  same 
count}',  and  Melvin.  who  is  in  the  livery  business 
at  Ainsworth. 

Mr.  Rowan  first  came  West  in  18.5.5,  in  which 
year  he  located  in  lyonisa  County,  Iowa,  removing 
the  following  j'ear  to  Washington  County.  lie  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  are  highly  respected  in  the  community 
where  they  have  so  long  resided.  Politically  Mr. 
Rowan  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  part}'. 

JONATHAN  WILKINS  is  the  owner  of  IGO 
acres  of  land  on  section  9,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in  East 
Tennessee,  Dec.  30,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Solo- 
mon and  Martha  Wilkins,  the  former  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  of  Knglish  descent,  and  the 
latter  of  Virginia  and  of  (lerman  descent.  They 
were  married  in  North  Carolina,  Deo.  16,  1812.  In 
1818  they  left  that  State  and  went  to  East  Tennes- 
see, where  they  remained  until  1844,  at  which  time 
they  moved  to  this  county  and  settled  in  Oregon 
Township.  Solomon  Wilkins  was  born  Aug.  22. 
1792,  and  died  in  Oregon  Township,  May  12,1872. 
Martha  Wilkins  was  born  Aug.  3,  1793,  and  died 
Sept.  21,  1809.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  three  residing  in 
this  county :  They  were  Elisha,  now  a  resident  of 
this  county;  Martha,  tiie  wife  of  William  II.  Moore, 
of  this  county;  Catherine  E.,  now  residing  in  Kan- 
sas; Charles  T.,  who  is  living  in  Missouri;  Nancy, 
the  wife  of  P.  P.  Morgan,  of  Oregon;  and  Jonathan. 
The  deceased  was  Louisa,  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Morgan. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
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and  educated  in  the  common  schoolSj  He  came  to 
this  county  in  company  with  his  parents  in  1844, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  the  improvement  of  his 
farm.  On  the  4th  of  September,  1851,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  .Sarah  Stephens,  a  na- 
tive of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  born  Aug.  8,  1821. 
There  were  three  children  born  of  this  union: 
Martha  J.  married  Andrew  Richey,  and  died  leav- 
ing two  children — Sarah  and  Nancy  E. ;  Solomon 
J.  married  Julia  Wood,  and  has  one  child,  Eugene; 
Hiram  N.  married  Ella  Taylor,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child.  Howard,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Wilkins 
died  July  18,  1880,  and  on  the  28th  of  January, 
1885,  Mr.  Wilkins  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
choosing  as  a  companion  Mary  E.  Corl,  daughter 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  Corl.  She  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  M.ay  18,  1847:  they  have  one  child, 
Minnie  E.  Mr.  Wilkins  is  a  member  of  the  Haptist 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian.    Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

When  Mr.  Wilkins  settled  upon  his  present  farm 
it  was  in  a  wild  state;  now  the  improvements  are 
of  a  better  class,  there  being  m\  the  farm  a  good 
dwelling-house,  good  barns,  and  such  out-buildings 
as  are  necessary  in  carying  on  general  farming.  All 
that  he  has  was  made  by  his  own  liibor. 


17  K.  RIC 
III  (P  favrainj 
'U^  Highla 


K.  RICHARDSON  is  engaged  in  general 
ling  and  stock-raising  on  section  35, 
;hland  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
Gallia  County,  Ohio,  born  in  1828,  and  is  the  son 
of  Elisha  and  Polly  (Summers)  Richardson,  who  re- 
sided for  many  years  in  Ohio,  then  came  West,  the 
former  dying  of  cholera  in  Missouri. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm,  aud  h.as  followed  farming  .as  an  occu- 
pation thus  far  througii  life.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  Ohio,  and  in  1848,  was  united  in  niMrri.age  with 
Mi.ss  Sarah  Love,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Rosa 
L.  (Willmore)  Love,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Oliio, 
born  in  1 828.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Martha  A.  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  Y.  Love;  they 
have  one  child,  Maude.  \Villiain  R.  married  Eva 
Warner,  by  whom  he  has  four  children — Lewis, 
Rosa,  Robert  and  Earl;  Almira    is  now  the  wife  of 


f 


1 


^^ 


i 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


357 


Sidney  Coon,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children — 
Joseph  L.,  Preserved  L.  and  Ira  A;  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Jaines  Maguire;  they  have  four  children — 
Charles,  Jesse,  James  M.  and  Pearl.  Joseph  and 
Lindley  H.  are  at  home. 

In  1857  Mr.  Richardson  caiuo  to  Iowa  and  settled 
in  Muscatine  Connty,  where  he  remained  until  I8()8, 
when  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Washington 
County  and  settled  in  Highland  Township.  Since 
coming  to  Iowa  he  has  been  quite  successful  in  life, 
and  although  he  has  been  a  most  industrious  man, 
he  ascribes  much  of  his  success  to  the  noble  part 
taken  by  his  good  wife,  who  has  also  toiled  early 
and  late,  been  economical  in  all  things  and  wise  in 
her  counsels.  She  certainl}'  deserves  all  the  praise 
that  may  be  bestowed  upon  her  in  this  respect.  No 
persons  in  Highland  Township  are  more  respected 
than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson.  They  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Democrat. 
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AMUEL  R.  PALMER,  deceased,  was  born 
in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  1811.  "When 
a  young  man  he  emigrated  to  America 
and  located  in  Washington  County,  Pa. 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  and  married 
Miss  Margaret  Munce,  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  born  in  1812.  In  early  life  our  sub- 
ject learned  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker,  which  he 
followed  for  some  years.  In  1842,  the  family  emi- 
grated to  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Palmer 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  until  his  re- 
moval to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  in  1856.  On 
coming  to  Washington  County^  he  resumed  farm- 
ing, locating  near  the  city  of  Washington. 

In  politics,  in  early  life,  Mr.  Palmer  was  what 
was  known  as  a  Free-soiler,  and  on  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  he  became  identified  with 
it,  and  advocated  its  principles  until  his  death. 
Few  men  were  better  posted  than  Samuel  R. 
Palmer.  He  was  a  great  reader,  and  very  positive  in 
his  convictions.  When  once  his  mind  was  made 
up  it  was  difficult  to  change  him.  While  very  posi- 
tive in  his  own  convictions,  he  was  yet  very  con- 
siderate  of  the  rights  of  others.       Religiously,  he 


was  identified  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  for  many  years  was  a  Ruling  Elder  in  the  Sec- 
ond United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington, 
Iowa.  In  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  he  was  always 
ready  to  contribute  of  his  means,  and  according  to 
his  ability,  probal)ly  did  as  much  as  any  member  of 
the  body  with  which  he  was  connected.  Mrs. 
Palmer  is  also  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  like  her  husband,  has  ever  taken  great 
inrerest  in  the  success  of  the  cause.  Mr.  Palmer 
died  at  his  home  near  Washington  in  September, 
1885.       Mrs.  Palmer  is  still   living  in  Washington. 


1^  AVID  H.  GRIFFITH,  farmer,  was  born  in 
Louisa  County,  this  State,  in  18-16.  He  is 
a  son  of  Arthur  and  Margaret  (Jones) 
Griffith,  both  of  whom  were  born  and 
reared  and  married  in  Wales,  and  their  eldest 
daughter,  Mary,  was  born  in  that  country.  She  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  Anwyl,  who  was  also  born 
in  Wales,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  about 
eigUt  years  after  the  Griffith  family  had  located  in 
America.  Mr.  Anwyl  is  a  resident  farmer  of 
Louisa  County,  and  the  father  of  Edward  and 
Maggie  Anwyl.  Edward  is  married,  and  also  re- 
sides in  that  county. 

Arthur  Griffith  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  aud 
his  first  location  in  America  was  made  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  where  he  remained  two  years.  Decid- 
ing to  make  a  home  in  the  new  Northwest,  Mr. 
Griffith  brought  his  family  with  him,  making  the 
journey  down  the  Ohio  to  Cairo,  111.,  and  up  the 
Mississippi  to  Muscatine,  at  which  pl.ace  he  laniled, 
and  selected  what  is  now  a  part  of  Louisa  County, 
then  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  taking  a 
claim  four  miles  west  of  where  Columbus  City  is 
now  built.  Mr.  Griffith  built  a  house  of  clay,  in 
which  he  lived  for  two  years,  prior  to  the  erection 
of  a  log  huuse,  which  was  only  torn  down  in  1886. 
In  the  clay  house  Elizabeth,  the  second  child,  was 
born;  she  is  still  living,  and  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Davis,  of  Louisa  County. 

Another  brother,  John  Griffith,  came  about  two 
years  after  Arthur,  settled  in   Iowa,  and   selected  a 
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claim  one  mile  cast  of  Arthur.  lie  brought  with 
him  a  J'oinig  wife,  but  his  children,  David  and 
Elizabeth,  were  both  born  in  Iowa.  The  Indians 
were  very  numerous  at  that  early  day,  and  the 
Grifliths  were  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  count}'. 
Their  children  were  more  familiar  with  the  faces  of 
Indians  than  of  white  jiersons.  During  all  the  years 
intervening  between  his  coming  to  this  county  and 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  their  reservation,  the 
greatest  good-will  prevailed,  the  only  annoyance 
experienced  being  their  persistent  begging,  desir- 
ing a  part  of  any  and  everything  possessed  by  the 
Oriffitlis.  The  first  span  of  horses  owned  in  that 
countj'  was  possessed  by  Arthur  Griflith.  He  made 
a  long  journey  .southward  in  quest  of  horses,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  purclmsing  a  mare  wiiicli  later 
gave  birth  to  a  colt,  which  when  matured  made 
him  a  team  that  became  historical.  At  that  time 
all  the  work  w.as  done  with  oxen,  and  the  plows 
were  of  the  mold-board  pattern.  Arthur  beitio;  a 
mechanic,  made  shovel  plows  for  the  settlers  to  till 
their  lands,  and  his  services  in  that  line  later  became 
much  in  demand.  When  the  lauds  were  ready  for 
entry  Arthur  secured  200  acres  which  his  widow 
3'ct  retains.  On  it  and  in  the  log  house  previously 
mentioned,  the  remainder  of  her  children,  David 
H.,  Arthur  L.  and  Margaret  E.,  were  born.  The 
first  Congregational  Church  organized  in  that 
county  was  formed  at  the  log  house  of  Arthur 
Griffith,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  Arthur 
served  as  Deacon.  Hunipliicy  (TriHith,  another 
brother,  with  his  family,  also  settled  near  these 
people,  a  few  years  after  their  coming  there.  The 
Griffiths  were  all  carpenters,  and  almost  every  log 
house  in  that  country'  was  erected  by  them.  Hum- 
phrey removed  with  his  family  to  California,  and 
died  there.  The  other  brothers  died  in  Louisa 
County  within  a  short  time  of  each  other. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  a  farmer.  His 
brother  Arthur  followed  the  vocation  of  his  father, 
but  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Tudie  Phelps,  of 
Washington,  this  county,  he  removed  first  to  the 
Black  Hills,  and  later  to  Montana,  where  he  became 
quite  a  noted  politician,  and  has  held  many  im- 
portant offices.  He  is  now  Postmaster  at  Yellow- 
stone. His  fwst  wife  died  childless.  Mrs.  Black, 
of  Oregon  Township,   Washington  County,  became 
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his  second  wife,  and  has  borne  one  son,  Arthur. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Mary  A.  .Jones, 
of  Louisa  County,  was  celebrated  Feb.  28,  1806. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Mary  .Tones, 
also  of  Wales,  wiio  became  residents  of  Louisa 
County  in  18.53.  To  the  wife  of  our  subject  were 
l)orn:  Amy,  deceased;  Arthur,  Allie.  Kdwln,  AVini- 
fred,  David  C,  Margaret  K..  Howard  and  .John. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Griffith  occurred  in  June,  1884, 
and  .Ian.  30,  1887,  our  subject  wedded  Mrs.  Lillie 
(McKinsey)  Riley,  the  widow  of  Robert  Allen 
Riley.  She  has  one  daughter  by  her  first  husband, 
Maud  A.  A  lengthy  historj'  of  her  ancestrj'  will 
be  found  elsewhere.  In  February,  1881,  Mr. 
Griffith,  with  his  family,  became  identified  with  the 
history  t)f  this  county,  purchasing  the  farm  on 
which  he  resides  and  on  which  he  expects  to  remain. 
The  family  aire  welcomed  among  the  honored  resi- 
dents of  Crawford  Township,  and  his  interesting 
sketch  deserves  a  place  in  its  history. 


TEPHEN  P.  POTTER  resides  on  section 
10,  Highland  Townshi)),  where  he  owns 
1  ()0  acres  of  land  in  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of  Wayne  Countj', 
N.  Y.,  born  in  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Oliver  and 
Clari.ssa  (Barnes)  Potter,  the  former  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  Latter  of  Connecticut.  In 
1837  the  familj'  moved  to  Allen  County,  Ind., 
where  thej-  both  subsequently  died.  In  that 
countj-  Stephen  grew  to  manhood  and  received  but 
a  limited  education  in  the  common  schools.  As 
soon  as  physically  able,  he  was  required  to  assist 
upon  the  farm,  and  .as  a  farmer  he  h.as  continued 
until  the  present  time. 

In  18.55,  Mr.  Potter  came  to  Iowa,  and  on  the 
2.')th  of  September,  1857,  was  married  in  Louisa 
County,  this  State,  to  Miss  Citney  A.  Van  Home,  a 
native  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  born  March  28, 
1835.  Four  children  have  been  born  unto  them : 
.Tames  H.,  John  E.;  Anna  J.,  now  the  wife  of 
Alonzo  Steele,  of  Highland  Township;  and  Addie, 
now  the  wife  of  D  wight  Wood  burn,  of  Highland 
Township.     Mr.   and    Mrs.    Potter    arc    respected 
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members  of  the  Church  of  God.  Starting  in  life 
in  very  limited  cireumstances,  by  hard  labor,  econ- 
omy and  fair  dealing,  assisted  by  his  amiable  wife, 
he  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  with  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  Highland  Township,  a  neat  and 
comfortable  dwelling-house,  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings, and  a  fine  grove  on  the  place.  Every- 
thing upon  the  premises  denotes  thrift  and 
enterprise.  Their  first  settlement  was  made  in  this 
county  in  ISTG.  Politically,  Mr.  P.  is  a  Democrat. 
At  present  he  is  serving  his  township  as  Trustee. 
To  know  the  man  is  to  have  confidence  in  and  re- 
spect for  him.  No  one  stands  higher  in  tlie  com- 
munity where  he  resides. 
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v^  jklLLIAM  BILLINGSLEY,  farmer  and 
\/\jl/  stock-raiser,  on  section  9,  township  77, 
^/^  range  7  west,  English  River  Townshij), 
owns  7K2  acres  in  this  county,  divided  into  three 
well-improved  farms.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  1,0G8 
acres  of  land  in  Florida.  He  was  born  in  Monon- 
gahela  County,  now  W.  Va.,  Aug.  29,  1828,  and  is 
the  son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Billings- 
ley.  He  removed  to  Greene  County,  Pa.,  in  1849, 
and  one  year  later  came  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Rich- 
mond in  April,  18.50.  He  purchased  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  in  1856. 

Mr.  Billingsley  was  married,  Nov.  3,  1853,  in 
Washington,  this  count}',  to  Miss  Sophia  J.  Moore, 
daughter  of  Phillip  B.  and  Lydia  Moore.  She  was 
born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  three  boys  and  one  girl, 
all  except  the  youngest  born  in  this  countj' : 
Ray,  born  Nov.  10,  1854,  married  Eleanor  Patter- 
son, and  resides  in  Santa  Ana,  Cal.,  and  they  have 
three  children,  two  boys  and  one  girl ;  May,  born 
Sept.  6,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Lathrop, 
and  also  resides  at  Santa  Ana,  Cal.,  and  has  one 
daughter;  Jay  married  Eleanor  Benjamin,  lives  in 
Oskaloosa,  and  has  one  daughter;  Jones,  born 
March  21,  1870,  died  August  8  of  the  same  year. 
Mrs.  Billingsley  died  in  1870.  Mr.  Billingsley  re- 
moved to  Iowa  City  in  1869,  and  resided  there  nine 
years,    engaged    in  horticulture.     He  returned   to 


Washington  County  in  March,  1878,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  here  since.  He  still  owned  this 
farm  while  at  Iowa  City. 

Mr.  Billingsley  has  been  a  member  (jf  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  five  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
County  Board  when  the  whole  l)oard  was  arrested 
for  contempt  of  the  United  States  Court.  The 
board  was  obliged  to  disobey  a  State  law  to  submit 
to  a  Federal  law.  He  served  as  Trustee  of  his  town- 
ship six  years,  and  two  years  as  Assessor.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Democrat,  and  religiously,  he  is  lib- 
eral in  his  views. 

Samuel  W.  Billingsley,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1790,  in  Monongahela  County,  Va., 
His  wife,  Hannah  (Smith)  Billingsley,  was  born  in 
1800,  in  the  same  county.  The  former  was  of  En- 
glish, and  the  latter  of  Irish  descent,  but  the  family 
was  of  American  birth  for  several  generations.  The 
father  died  in  September,  1855,  and  the  mother  in 
1870.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children  :  Will- 
iam, the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  died  when 
but  two  years  old;  George  W.,  who  married  Louisa 
E.  Todd,  and  is  a  farmer  of  this  township,  where  he 
has  resided  since  1850,  and  ovvns  272  acres  of  land; 
Cyrus  married  Margaret  Stinson,  and  is  a  farmer  of 
Girard,  Kan.,  and  is  the  owner  of -300  acres  of  land, 
and  John  M. 

We  are  pleased  to  present  to  the  jiatrons  of  this 
Album  the  portrait  of  Mr.  William  Billingsley, 
which  will  be  found  on  an  accompanj'ing  page. 
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\¥/  A.JOHNSON,  residing  on  section  24,  Clay 
Township,  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in  Clarke 
(^1  /  County,  Ohio,  May  9,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of 
Z.  and  Melinda  (Snyder)  Johnson.  (See  sketch  of 
Z.  Johnson  in  another  part  of  this  work.)  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  In  1848,  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside.  Until  he  vvas  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  during 
the  summer,  and  attended  school  during  the  winter 
months.  He  then  engaged  with  various  farmers, 
and   in    1869   went    to    Davis  County,  Iowa,  and 
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there  took  charge   of  an   engine  in  a  sawmill,  and 
continued  In  that  work  until  the  spring  of  1871. 

(hi  the  7th  of  Septeniher,  l.s71.  Mr.  .lohnsoii 
was  united  iu  marriage  with  .Miss  .Marllia  Snxjot,  a 
native  of  Macon  County,  Mo.,  born  Feb.  24,  18,51, 
and  daughter  of  William  and  Louisa  (Fletcher) 
.Smoot.  the  former  a  native  of  Missouri,  and  the 
latter  of  Kentucky.  Five  children  have  lieen  born 
unto  them:  Arthur,  born  .luly  1  1.  1872,  died  Aug. 
13,  1871;  Leoni,  born  .Tuly  13,  1874;  Clarence  A., 
Sept.  11,  1.S7C;  AVIIliam  Z.,  Sept.  17,  187'J; 
Ralph.  Aug.  9,  1884. 

In  the  spring  of  1872,  Mr.  .loliiison  rented  a  farm 
which  he  cultivated  that  season,  and  In  the  summer 
of  that  year  purchased  fifty-five  acres,  but  sold  the 
same  a  few  months  afterward.  He  then  rented  a 
farm  of  I.'),')  acres  of  his  father,  on  which  lie  re- 
mained for  two  years  as  a  renter.  He  then  pur- 
chased fifty-five  acres  of  that  farm,  to  which  he 
has  added  h^'  subsequent  purchase  until  he  now 
owns  160  acres,  all  under  fence  and  in  a  good  state 
of  cidtivation.  In  his  farming  operations  he  has 
been  quite  successful,  and  is  now  classed  among  the 
best  farmers  in  Clay  Township. 

Mr.  .Johnson  is  well  known  and  universally  re- 
spected in  his  township,  and  h.as  been  honored  by 
his  fellow-citizens  with  various  township  offices,  and 
is  at  i)resent  a  School  Director  and  President  of 
the  School  Hoard.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable 
energy,  and  one  who  does  not  care  to  take  a  back 
seat  in  any  cnter|)rlsc  calculated  for  the  i)ubllc  good. 

^ALAAM  ANDERSON,  dece.nsed,  w.as  born 
in  \'irginia,  May  20,  179.'J,  and  when  six 
I'  months  old  was  taken  by  his  |)arents  to 
Kentucky,  where  they  remained  nine  years, 
then  went  to  Adams  Comity,  Ohio,  where  lialaam 
grew  to  manhood.  In  181.")  he  was  married  in 
West  Union,  Ohio,  to  Wilhelmina  Howen,  who  was 
born  in  Maryland  in  171)3,  and  when  a  girl  of  nine 
was  taken  to  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  three  of  whom — James  B.,  Heniy 
B.  and  Levi  B. — lived  to  adult  age.  In  1839  the 
Andersons  came  to  lowu,  locating  on  .section  ."M, 
in  the  southern  part  of  W:isliinglon  County.    They 
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shared  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  pioneers, 
and  overcame  them.  The  only  fioor  of  their  first 
cabin  was  old  mother  earth,  on  whose  broad  bo- 
som has  been  nurtureil  many  a  worthy  son. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Anderson  .settled  in  this  county 
there  was  not  a  hou.se  between  his  place  and  where 
Washington  now  stands,  and  the  nearest  trading- 
posts  were  at  Burlington  and  Lowell,  and  two 
weeks  was  often  consumed  in  going  to  and  com- 
ing from  mill,  teams  coming  from  100  miles 
around.  Afterward  "corn  crackers"  were  started 
up  in  various  neighborhoods.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  An- 
derson lived  a  happy  wedded  life  for  more  than 
fifty-five  years.  The  husband  died  on  Jan.  30, 
1870,  and  the  wife  on  Nov.  8,  1880.  Both 
were  for  several  years  before  their  death  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  were  esteemed 
as  upright  people. 


R.  FORDYCE  RICE  is  a  retired  physician 
living  in  Washington.  He  was  born  m 
Conway,  Hampshire  Co.,  Mass.,  March  14, 
1806,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Anna 
(Ware)  Rice,  his  mother  being  a  daughter  of  Dea- 
con Ware,  one  of  the  good  old  primitive  stock. 
His  graudfatber  on  his  father's  side  was  Israel  Rice. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Rice  had  twelve  children,  six 
sons  and  si.x  daughters,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  be 
adults,  and  three  j'et  survive:  Judith,  residing  in 
Cazenovia,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  Fordyce,  of 
Washington,  Iowa;  Caroline,  in  Northwestern  Ohio. 
In  earl}-  life  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  were  Presbyterians, 
but  later  they  became  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  They  were  sincere  Christi:iTis  and  enjoyed 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  them. 
Both  died  many  years  ago  at  Cazenovia,  N.  Y., 
and  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  that  jdace. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Fordyce  Rice, 
was  reared  ui)on  a  farm  and  was  early  made  ac- 
quainted with  hard  work.  In  the  common  schools 
of  ills  native  county  he  received  his  education,  sup- 
plemented by  an  attendance  at  Cazenovia  Seminary 
for  a  short  time.  From  the  time  he  could  icmeni- 
ber  he  had  an  earnest  wish   to  attend   college,  liut 
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this  desire  was  never  gratified.  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  left  the  farm  and  commenced 
teaching  school,  and,  while  engaged  in  that  profes- 
sion, he  was  persuaded  by  Dr.  Kennedy  to  study 
medicine,  and  commenced  reading  in  his  office  and 
under  his  instruction.  After  reading  for  a  time  he 
attended  Cazenovia  Seminary,  .as  already  stated. 
Leaving  the  seminary,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 
-  Silsby,  where  he  remained  five  years,  reading  un- 
der the  Doctor's  instruction.  In  the  meantime  he 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  a  medical  college  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  was  there  examined  and  licensed  to 
practice  by  a  County  Board  of  Examiners.  He  then 
commenced  tlie  practice  of  his  profession  at  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  Cazenovia.  In  1831  he  went  to  Lebanon,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  spent  three  years  and  again  returned 
to  Cazenovia,  and  engaged  in  practice.  He  there 
became  acquainted  with  Miss  Laura  Parker,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lucy  (Clark)  Parker,  of 
Massachusetts,  to  ■whom  he  was  married  in  1834. 

The  Doctor  remained  in  active  practice  in  Caze- 
novia till  1863.  His  removal  was  brought  about 
by  a  queer  circumstance.  In  Cazenovia  he  had 
living  with  him  a  boy,  who  came  west  to  Washing- 
ton County,  Iowa,  and  when  the  war  of  the  Rebell- 
ion commenced  he  enlisted  in  an  Iowa  regiment, 
got  sick,  and  was  sent  back  to  Washington  for 
treatment.  Before  leaving  Cazenovia,  the  Doctor 
told  him  if  ever  he  got  sick  to  send  for  him 
and  he  would  come  and  attend  him.  After  being 
in  Washington  for  a  time  and  experiencing  no  re- 
lief, and  doubtless  a  little  homesick,  the  young 
man  telegraphed  for  the  Doctor,  who  at  once  came 
on  and  took  charge  of  the  ease.  In  a  short  time  he 
raised  him  from  his  sick  bed.  The  young  man 
subsequently  returned  to  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  died.  While  here  the  Doctor  received  many 
calls  and  was  urgently  requested  to  settle.  Believ- 
ing it  to  be  a  good  place,  he  returned  to  New 
York,  disposed  of  his  practice  and  other  effects, 
and  the  same  year  came  back  to  Washington,  and 
has  since  made  it  his  home. 

Dr.  Rice  commenced  practice  as  an  allopath,  but 
not  being  satisfied  with  the  treatment  of  that  body 
of  physicians,  read  some  homeopathic  works,  be- 
came convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  theories  enun- 


ciated by  that  school,  became  a  disciple  of  Hahne- 
mann, and  has  since  practiced  iiomeopathy.  He 
has  never  had  cause  to  regret  the  change,  believing 
it  is  right.  For  over  fifty  years  he  was  in  active 
practice,  but  having  passed  his  fourscore  years,  has 
thought  best  to  retire,  leaving  the  field  to  younger 
and  more  active  men.  In  early  life  the  Doctor  was 
an  old-line  Whig,  and  always  with  anti-slavery 
views.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  has  acted  with  and  voted  its  ticket.  As 
a  citizen,  he  is  universally  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him. 


'iJSAAC  N.  CARR,  residing  on  section  28,  Lime 
I  Creek  Township,  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
/li  enterprising  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  that 
township.  He  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  28,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and 
Harriet  M.  (Pinkerton)  Carr,  who  were  also  natives 
of  New  York,  and  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Isaac  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  .S.  B..  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  in  Umatilla  County,  (Jre. ;  Delos,  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  in  Mt.  Idaho,  Idaho,  and 
Amandti,  the  wife  of  E.  Bradford,  a  farmer  in  Lime 
Creek  Township. 

Isaac  Carr  was  a  natural  mechanic,  and  in  his  na- 
tive State  followed  various  occupations,  including 
the  running  of  a  sawmill  for  some  years.  About 
1841  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Scioto  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  remained  until  1844,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  took  pos- 
session of  a  cabin  on  Smith  Creek.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year,  he.  in  company  with  H.  H.  Wilson  and 
George  Pinkerton,  constructed  a  mill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  crushing  corn-stalks  after  the  ears  of  corn 
had  been  removed.  By  this  process  he  obtained  the 
first  molasses  ever  made  in  this  county.  About 
1851  he  started  down  the  river  to  St.  Louis,  and 
was  last  heard  from  at  that  place.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  been  lost  on  a  wrecked  steamboat.  JMr. 
Carr  was  a  very  steady  and  industrious  man,  gener- 
ous in  all  his  dealings,  charitable  in  the  extreme, 
and  highly  respected  by  all.  Mrs.  Harriet  Ciirr 
died  in  Ohio  about  1 84'J.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  interested   in   all  religious  and 
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benevolent  work,  and  in  her  domestic  relations  was 
a  model  wife  and  mother. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  began  life  for  himself 
at  a  very  early  age.  The  educational  advanUiges 
enjoyed  by  him  were  limited  to  the  common  schools, 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  hired  out  to  work  on  a 
farm  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hull,  receiving 
only  his  board  and  clothes  for  eighteen  months' 
service.  After  leaving  the  service  of  Mr.  Hull,  he 
wandered  around  looking  for  work.  While  passing 
a  school-house  near  Isaac  Leighton's  in  Lime  Creek 
Township,  the  children  of  Mr.  Leighton  asked  him 
to  go  home  with  them.  On  his  arrival  at  their 
home,  and  making  known  his  condition,  Mr.  Leigh- 
ton  kindly  gave  him  a  home,  for  which  to  this  day 
he  is  held  in  tlie  most  tender  regard  by  Mr.  Carr. 
With  Mr.  Leighton  he  remained  eighteen  months, 
and  was  then  recommended  by  him  to  William 
Shaw,  with  whom  he  engaged,  and  worked  for  nine 
months  at  ^10  per  month.  Out  of  this  amount  he 
saved  ^10,  with  which  he  made  his  first  payment  on 
an  80-acre  tract  of  land.  To  make  the  entire  pay- 
ment, he  borrowed  ^70  at  forty  per  cent  interest, 
giving  the  deed  to  the  land  as  security,  and  receiv- 
ing from  the  borrower  a  bond  for  the  deed.  After 
making  some  little  improvement  on  his  place,  he 
went  to  work  for  J.  C.  Jones  at  $11  per  month,  out 
of  which  he  paid  the  borrowed  money  with  the  forty 
per  cent  interest.  In  1857,  he  built  a  small  cabin 
near  where  now  stands  his  beautiful  two-story  frame 
dwelling,  and  then  began  to  break  prairie,  at  the 
same  time  running  a  "bachelor's  hall." 

Believing  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,  in 
October,  1858,  Mr.  Carr  was  uniteil  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Elizabeth-Taylor,  a  native  of  Scioto  County, 
Ohio,  born  Feb.  14,  1836,  and  the  daughter  of  Har- 
vey and  Eleanor  (Squires)  Taylor,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York.  By  this  union  there  was  one  son, 
Harvey  T.,  born  May  28,  1800.  Harvey  Taylor, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Carr,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Lime  Creek  Township,  and  was  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county.  Previous  to  his 
death,  he  lield  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
forty-four  years,  serving  in  Ohio  for  twenty  j'ears, 
and  for  twenty-four  years  without  intermission  in 
Lime  Creek  Township.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
judgment,  and  highly  respected.  His  death  oc- 
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currcd  May  .JO.  1881.  Mrs.  Carr  died  Dec.  15, 
18G1,  during  which  year  four  of  her  father's  family 
died. 

When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  commenced,  I. 
N.  Carr  was  among  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to 
the  General  Government.  He  enlisted  in  the  sum- 
mer of  18G1,  in  Co.  F,  11th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  rendez- 
vousing at  Davenport,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Benton's  Barracks,  near  St.  Louis,  where  it  re- 
mained during  the  following  winter,  and  was  then 
sent  to  Jefferson  Cit^',  Mo.,  where  it  was  divided, 
part  of  it  being  stationed  at  Fulton,  in  the  same 
State.  Early  in  the  spring  of  18(52,  it  was  sent  to 
Pittsburg  Landing,  and  there,  on  the  15th  of  April, 
18G2,  had  its  first  real  engagement  with  the  enemy. 
In  the  fall  of  1802,  the  regiment  was  in  the  second 
battle  of  Corinth,  and  then  chased  the  "Johnnies" 
about  forty  miles,  as  far  as  Ripley.  It  was  then 
sent  with  Gen.  Grant  to  Vicksburg,  but  was  cut  off 
from  the  main  army,  losing  all  its  supplies.  The 
regiment  was  then  ordered  back  to  Memphis,  and 
staid  during  the  winter  of  1802-03,  during  which 
time  there  was  the  heaviest  fall  of  snow  ever  known 
in  that  section  of  the  country.  The  entire  array 
suffered  greatly  during  that  winter.  In  the  spring 
of  1803,  the  11th  was  again  ordered  to  Vicksburg, 
and  after  the  capture  of  that  city  remained  doing 
garrison  duty  for  some  time,  in  connection  with 
fighting  ague  and  mosquitoes.  The  next  active  serv- 
ice was  in  the  Meridian  raid,  when  the  lltli  Iowa, 
with  other  troops,  disabled  fourteen  locomotives, 
in  addition  to  other  hard  work.  In  the  winter  of 
1803-64.  special  inducements  were  held  out  to  the 
old  soldiers  to  re-enlist,  and  Mr.  Carr  was  among 
the  first  to  again  offer  his  services  for  three  years 
more.  The  veterans  were  all  given  a  thirty-days' 
furlough,  during  which  time  Mr.  Carr  returned  to 
his  home,  to  visit  famil}'  and  friends.  When  he 
left  the  South,  returning  home  on  his  furlough, 
peaches  were  about  as  large  as  peas,  but  on  his  ar- 
rival in  Washington  County,  he  found  it  very  cold, 
and  snow  upon  the  ground. 

On  the  expiration  of  hisfurlougli,  Jlr.  Carr  again 
bid  good-bye  to  his  friends  and  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment at  Camp  McClellan,  near  Davenport.  The 
regiment    was    soon  afterwanl    ordered    to  Cairo,    T 
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and  then  to  Paducali,  Ky.,  and  went  into  camp  on 
the  Tennessee  River.  While  there  the  smallpox 
broke  out,  but  our  subject  cscajied  the  lo.ithsonie 
disease.  The  regiment  was  next  ordered  to  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  serving  during  the  entire  campaign. 
During  July  it  was  engaged  in  four  battles,  those  of 
July  4,  21,  22  and  28.  Moving  as  uear  to  the  city 
as  it  dared  go,  the  regiment  lay  behind  breastworks 
until  the  30th  of  August,  when  the  army  moved 
south  and  cut  off  the  supplies  of  the  enemy,  thus 
compelling  them  to  evacuate  the  cit}'.  On  the  1st 
of  September,  the  last  battle  was  fought  in  what 
was  known  as  the  Atlanta  campaign.  On  the  16th 
day  of  October,  the  regiment,  under  Sherman,  began 
the  historic  "march  to  the  sea,"  and  arrived  in  Sa- 
vannah, G.a.,  in  fine  condition.  Taking  an  ocean 
steamer,  it  was  sent  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  Jan.  7, 
1865,  disembarked  and  lay  in  that  city  until  Janu- 
ary 13,  when  it  took  up  its  line  of  march,  which  it 
continued  five  days,  and  then  went  into  camp  on 
a  rice  plantation.  February  1,  186,5,  the}'  again 
took  up  their  line  of  march  through  South  Caro- 
lina, destroying  railroads  and  building  corduroj' 
ro.ads  for  a  pastime.  On  the  16th  of  P^ebruary  the 
army  arrived  at  Columbia,  8.  C.  It  next  marched 
through  South  and  North  Carolina,  on  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  where  it  arrived  in  due  time,  and  took 
part  in  the  grand  review  in  that  city.  After  re- 
maining in  Washington  until  June  8,  the  regiment 
was  sent  to  Parkersburg,  and  thence  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  where  it  \ras  selected  to  escort  Gen.  Siierraan 
into  that  city.  On  the  4th  of  July,  Gen.  Sherman 
delivered  his  farewell  address  to  tlie  army,  which 
deeply  moved  every  man.  On  the  18th  of  July, 
the  regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  and 
sent  to  Camp  McClellan,  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  was 
there  discharged  Jul}'  22,  1865.  Returning  to  his 
home,  Mr.  Carr  again  resumed  farming,  which  oc- 
cupation he  has  successfully  followed  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  To  the  original  eighty  acres  which  he 
purchased  in  1857,  he  has  added  by  subsequent  pur- 
chase until  he  now  owns  393  .acres,  all  under  fence, 
and  which  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  Lime  Creek  Township. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1  865,  Mr.  Carr  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  Taylor,  born  April  9,  1847,  and 
daughter  of  Harvey  and  Eleanor  Taylor.       By  this 
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union  there  were  ten  children :  David  A.,  born  Aug. 
13,  1866;  Leroy  H.,  Feb.  17,  1868;  Norah  I.,  Feb. 
10.  1870;  Sylvia,  Oct.  13,  1872;  K.  D.,  Imrn  Jan. 
17,  1874,  died  Jan.  l(i,  1,S77;  Harriet  E.,  born  C)ct. 
10,  1876;  Isabel,  Sept.  2!),  1878;  Maud,  Oct.  4, 
1880;  Nellie  G.,  Sept.  30,  1882;  Victor  C,  Aug. 
25,  1885.  The  p.arents  have  taken  pride  in  educat- 
ing their  children  both  in  the  English  and  (ierman 
languages. 

In  addition  to  generjil  farming,  for  some  years 
past,  Mr.  Carr  has  given  special  .attention  to  stock- 
raising,  and  has  endeavored  to  improve  his  grade  of 
cattle  and  of  hogs.  As  already  seen,  on  reaching 
his  maturity,  he  was  in  very  limited  circumstances, 
but  has  been  most  successful  in  his  life  work,  from 
the  fact  that  he  is  industrious,  energetic,  and  inter- 
ested in  the  public  welfare.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  In  the  establisliment  of  the  cheese  fac- 
tory at  Nira  Mr.  Carr  took  an  active  part,  and  it 
was  mainly  through  his  instrumentality  that  the 
work  was  commenced.  All  in  .all,  he  is  well  en- 
titled to  a  place  in  this  work,  as  one  of  the  truly 
representative  men  of  Lime  Creek  Township. 
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'\|)ACOB  T.  STILES,  section  3,  Marion  Town- 
shij),  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  since 
1858,  when  he  settled  in  the  present  city  of 
Washington.  He  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Md.,  in  1840,  .and  is  the  sou  of  William 
and  Henrietta  Stiles,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Maryland.  His  mother  died  Sept.  14,  1844,  at  the 
age  of  thirtj'-three  years.  His  father  died  in 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  1874,  at  the  age  ot 
seventy-five  years,  having  been  born  Jan.  9,  1799. 
Jacob  w.as  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  left 
his  native  State  with  his  father  wlien  he  was  but 
nine  years  of  age,  going  to  Clarke  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  nine  years,  and  then  came  to  this 
county.  The  first  land  purchased  by  our  subject 
was  in  1861,  when  he  bought  twenty  .acres  in  Wash- 
ington Township,  and  where  he  lived  seven  ye.ars, 
in  the  meantime  purch.asing  twenty  .acres  more. 
In  1867  he  sold  this  land  and  jiurchased  forty  acres 
on  section  24,  Marion  Township,  where  he  lived 
five  years,  and  tlien  moved  to  section  3  of  the  same 
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township,  where  he  purchased  sixt3^  acres  of  land 
in  1874.  Were  he  still  lives,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  keeps  on 
hand  about  twenty  head  of  cattle,  and  from  four 
to  si.\  head  of  horses. 

Mr.  Stiles  was  married,  in  Februar3-,  1806.  to 
Mary  K.  Moore,  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Sarah  1'. 
Moore.  She  is  a  native  of  this  county.  They  are 
the  parents  of  five  living  children :  Amos  William, 
born  March  22,  1867;  Alice  K.,  born  Jan.  29,  1871  ; 
Martin  T.,  liorn  Oct.  21,  1876;  Mary  J.,  born  July 
12,  1880;  Clara  B.,  born  Nov.  8,  1882.  They 
have  lost  two:  Jesse,  born  Keb.  12,  1869,  died 
March  28.  1869,  and  an  infant.  Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Stiles  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  several  of 
the  township  olflces.  lie  has  been  a  citizen  of 
Washington  County  for  aluKist  thirty  years,  and 
has  witnessed  most  of  the  improvements  that  have 
been  made.  As  a  citizen  he  stands  well  in  the  es- 
tiniatiiiM  of  the  coniniunit\  in  which  he  lives. 


AVH)  BENSON,  wliu  resides  upon  section 
2,  Cedar  Township,  is  one  of  the  |)ioneers 


ft - 

(»^^    of  ^^  ashington  County.      He  was  born  in 
^""^  Champaign  County,  Oliio,  in  1832,  and  is 

the  son  of  William  and  Rachel  (Carson)  Benson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter 
of  Tennessee.  In  1843,  the  family  came  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  and  settled  on  section  1, 
Marion  Township,  where  the  father  died  June  20, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  sevent^'-eight  years;  the 
mother  (lied  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
David  was  but  twelve  years  old  when  the  family 
came  to  this  countj-.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  such  education  as  could 
be  obtained  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  that  da}'. 
On  reacliing  his  majoritj-  he  purchased  eight}"  acres 
of  unimproved  land  in  Marion  Township,  which 
he  continued  to  improve  until  IMJl.  when  he 
bought  21(1  acres  of  land  on  sections  1  and  2  of 
Cedar  Township,  where  he  still  lives,  and  to  which 
he  has  since  added  seventy  acres,  making  him  a 
fine  farm  of  286  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  of  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 


Mr.  Benson  first  married,  in  18.53,  Miss  Lucinda 
C.  Lay,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Mary  A.  Lay.  By  this  union  there  were 
ten  children:  William  Henry,  born  July  12,  1854, 
now  residing  in  Cedar  Township;  Mary  A.,  born 
March  30,  1856,  died  wlun  a  child;  Daniel,  born 
April  16,  1858,  was  drowned  in  English  River 
June  16,  1871;  Louisa,  born  Feb.  13,  1861,  died 
Aug.  1,  1882;  Luzcna,  a  twin  sister  of  Louisa,  died 
in  infancy;  Rosetta,  horn  Aug.  14,  1863,  died 
Sept.  4,  1884;  Molvina,  born  Dec.  10,  1865,  died 
June  11,  1877;  Lucy,  born  April  7,  1867;  Sadie, 
May  13,  18()9;  AIniira,  born  June  16,  1871,  died  in 
1877.  Mrs.  Benson  died  .Ian.  5,  1874,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six  3'ears.  Mr.  Benson's  second  marriage 
occurred  Oct.  17,  1875,  when  he  wedded  Maria 
Cooper,  a  native  of  Indiana,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Cooper.  Five  children  have  been  born  unto  them  : 
David,  Sept.  2,  1876;  Grace,  May  14,  1879;  New- 
ton, March  5,  1881;  Myrtle,  born  May  11,  1883, 
died  March  2,  1885;  Bessie,  born  Sept  29,  1885. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benson  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Politicallj',  he  is  a  Republican.  In  his 
life  work  Mr.  Benson  has  been  fairly  successful.  By 
industry,  economy  and  good  management,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  become  the  possess<.>r  of  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Cedar  Township,  and  has  sufficient 
of  this  world's  goods  to  render  him  and  his  com- 
fortable through  life.  He  enjoys  the  respect  of 
his  fellowmen  to  a  remarkable  degree. 

J'AMES  PORTER  resides  upon  section  27, 
Oregon  Township,  where  he  owns  140  acres 
of  land,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  born  March  14,  1843,  and  is  the  son 
of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Rogers)  Porter,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  came  to  this 
county  in  1852,  and  settled  where  our  subject  still 
resides.  The  former  died  in  1879,  while  the  latter 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  They 
reared  two  children,  Samuel  R.  and  James. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  brought  up  on  a 
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farm  and  has  followed  that  occupation  thus  far 
through  life.  In  the  hour  of  its  need,  he  offered 
his  services  to  the  Governinent,  and  became  a 
member  of  Co.  I,  ibth  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  serving  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Vicksburg,  the  battles  of  Atlanta.  Chat- 
tanooga, Ringgold,  Lookout  IMountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  was  with  .Sherman  on  his  famous  march 
to  the  sea.  and  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  the 
regiment  participated.  In  the  battle  of  Ringgold 
he  received  a  flesh  wound.  In  the  grand  review 
at  Washington,  in  which  there  p.assed  before  the 
President  and  General  of  the  army  the  great  body 
of  citizen  soldiery  of  the  country,  he  formed  one 
of  the  number.  The  war  being  ended,  he  was 
mustered  out  at  W.ashington,  D.  C,  and  received 
his  discharge  at  Davenport  a  few  days  later. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Washington  County, 
Mr.  Porter  again  resumed  the  peaceful  vocati<ju  of 
farming,  and  on  the  10th  of  November,  1868,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  J.  Paul,  a 
native  of  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  born  June  2, 
1845,  and  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  Paul. 
Five  children  have  blessed  their  union — Nancy  J., 
Sarah  L.,  Joseph  P.,  Ettie  L.  and  Glenn  G.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Porter  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  Township  Trustee  one  term.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  United  Presb3'terian 
Church.  His  mother,  Jane  Porter,  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Church.  James  Porter  is  an  enterpris- 
ing citizen  of  Oregon  Township,  a  good  business 
man,  and  one  who  enjoys  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all. 

— ,>> o*o.-@y^<A^..o*o.. V-— 


EUBEN  RICKEY,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 

resides  on  section  33,  Lime  Creek  Township. 

He  is  a  native  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio, 
^where  he  was  born  Dec.  28,  1831,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Ruth  (Dick)  Rickey,  the  former  a 
native  of  West  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio., 
and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Dick,  who  were 
natives  of  West  Virginia.  They  had  a  family  of 
seven  children  :  Reuben,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; 
Thomas,  who  died  in  Lime  Creek  Township  in 
1850,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  AVilliam  was  a 


soldier  in  the  war  for  the  Union,  and  has  since  died  ; 
his  widow  is  still  living  in  Lime  Creek  Township. 
Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Nicola,  resides  in 
Mahaska  County;  Samuel,  a  soldier  in  the  late  war, 
was  a  member  of  the  7th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Corinth;  Wellington  died  in  IS.iO; 
Murat  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  for  the  I'uion,  a 
memliei'  of  the  30th  Iowa  Infantry;  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  after  having  been  held  as  such  for 
some  months  was  exchanged,  and  started  for  An- 
napolis, Md.,  and  was  supposed  to  have  died  while 
en  route,  as  he  was  never  heard  from  afterward. 
John  Rickey  emigrated  from  A^irginia  to  Ohio 
about  1815,  and  there  lived  until  1849,  when  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Washington  County,  and 
settled  on  section  33,  Lime  Creek  Township.  He 
died  in  September,  1850,  at  the  age  of  forty -six. 
His  wife  died  in  September,  1853,  at  the  age  of 
forty-tvvo. 

Reuben  Rickey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1 849,  and  re- 
mained with  them  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
March  2,  1853,  to  Ruth  E.  Ayer,  a  native  of  Balti- 
more County,  Md.,  and  daughter  of  John  Ayer, 
also  a  native  of  that  State.  Her  father  was  a  .sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Washington  County,  and  here  died  about 
1874.  His  wife  preceded  liim  to  the  spirit  land. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rickey  have  been  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely,  Victoria,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Haller,  of  Dayton,  Washington  County  ;  Jenny  Lind, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Schultz,  of  Cedar  Township; 
Benjamin  Franklin,  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Lime  Creek  Township;  Irene  R.,  the  wife  of  Isaiah 
Oldfieltl,  of  Cedar  Township;  Laura  A.  and  Viola, 
at  home;  Clara  A.  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Rickey  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
Lime  Creek  Township.  He  commenced  life  a  poor 
boy,  and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  was  in  very 
limited  circumstances.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  152 
.acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  well 
improved.  All  that  he  has  is  the  result  of  his  own 
labor,  together  with  that  of  his  wife.  He  has  been 
Township  Assessor  and  Trustee  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  has  held  various  other  township  offices. 
His  wife  and  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.     Politically,  he   is  a  Democrat, 
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one  who  is  well  informed,  and  who  takes  great  in- 
terest ill  iiublic  affairs.  He  is  a  public-spirited  and 
enterprising  man,  a  firm  believer  in  compulsory 
education,  believing  that  in  the  education  of  the 
children  lies  tiie  liope  of  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Union. 


MBROSE  HART  resides  upon  section  23, 
Clay  Township,  where  he  is  engiiged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born 
ill  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  20,  1824, 
and  is  the  son  of  Amos  and  Sophia  (Bushncll) 
Hart,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
Amos  Hart  moved  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio  about 
1818.  and  there  engaged  in  business  as  a  niorchaiit.. 
Forming  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Sophia  Itiisbuell, 
they  were  uiiitod  in  marriage  Nov.  20,  1820.  They 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Dennis,  de- 
ceased ;  Ambrose,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Louisa, 
the  widow  of  William  I'ringle,  now  residing  in" 
Clay  Township;  William,  a  farmer  residing  in  Har- 
rison County,  Mo.;  Seth,  a  farmer  in  Clay  Town- 
ship; Austin,  deceased;  Huldah,  the  widow  of  G. 
W.  Draper,  resides  in  Colfax,  Whitman  Co..  Wash. 
Ter.  The  father  died  Sept.  27,  1 885,  at  the  age 
of  eightj'-eight,  and  tiie  mother  Dee.  24,  1878. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Brighton.  While  not  a  member  of  the  Church 
himself,  Amos  Hart  was  a  liberal  giver  to  all  Church 
work,  and  was  a  charitable  man  in  ever3'  respect. 
In  1840  the  family  settled  in  Clay  Township,  where 
both  parents  died. 

Ambrose  Hart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  until  eighteen  years  of  age 
attended  the  coiiunon  schools  during  tlie  winter 
months,  and  did  his  share  of  the  farm  work  during 
the  summer.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  pre- 
empted eighty  acres  of  laud  iu  th"'  name  of  his 
father,  not  being  old  enoujih  to  procure  a  title. 
This  land  was  purchased  for  liiin  by  his  father,  and 
to  the  original  purch.ase  he  has  since  added  eight- 
een acres,  making  a  farm  of  ninety-eight  acres  of 
fine  land,  with  all  the  necessary  iiiiprovenients  for 
a  well-regulated  farm.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
Feb.  11,  18.-,1,  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Brier,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  born  March  12,  1820,  and   a   daughter  of 


John  and  Demarias  (West)  Brier,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Irish  descent,  and  the 
lattei-  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  3'et  living: 
James  and  John  reside  in  Brighton;  Marj'  is  the 
widow  of  Stephen  Hermon,  and  resides  in  Ringgold 
County,  Iowa;  William  is  a  resident  of  Kansas; 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  .luli.a^A.,  the 
wife  of  L.  I.  ^Vashl)urn.  Mrs.  Brier  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1840,  and  Mr.  Brier  al)out  18.5.5.  .She  was  a 
member  of  llie  Baptist  Church,  and  took  great  in- 
terest in  all  Church  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  have  had  six  children  :  .Sophia 
J.,  born  Jan.  24,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  .lames  Robin, 
and  resides  at  Hedrick,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa;  Ira  A., 
born  April  25,.  l.§55,  resides  in  Nebraska;  Anna  M., 
■■borii  MTay'-3,:i8o-8;  Mary  E.,  July  2',),  1801;  Austa, 
'\)6tti  •E6h;52^,'  1805,  died  May  25,  186U;  Lucy 
A.,  born  Nov.  26,  1807.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart,  to- 
gether with  their  entire  family,  save  one,  are  niem- 
bers^.'Of  ttife  Congregational  Church.  The^-  are 
highly  respected  in  their  neighborhood,  and  live  in 
obedience  to  the  (Golden  Rule.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  has  held  many  of  the  township 
offices. 


•^^HOMAS  Y.  WICKHAM,  dealer  in  general 
//^s^  merchandise  at  Ainsworth,  is  a  native  of 
New  Y'ork,  born  in  Orange  County,  Feb.  19, 
1 830,  and  is  the  sou  of  Halse^'  and  Rebecca 
(Young)  \\ickliam,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
New  Y'ork,  but  of  .Scotch  descent.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  received  a  liberal  common-school 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  wjvs 
enabled  to  teach  a  common  school  in  his  native 
State,  which  he  did  during  the  winter  months  for 
some  ye.ars,  and  w(»iked  upon  the  farm  in  the  sum- 
mer. He  continued  farming  until  thirty  years  of 
.age,  and  then  removed  to  New  Jersey,  where  he 
eugaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 

Mr.  Wickham  was  married  in  Sussex  County,  N. 
J.,  in  .luue,  18(;5,  to  Emeliiie  .S.  Corwiii,  a  daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Maria  (Carpenter)  Corwin.  She  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  iu  1839.  To  them 
four  children  have  been  born — E.  Terry,  Ilarrj' 
I    H.  and  Thomas  Y.     CJracie,  their  only  daughter,  is 
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deceased.  The  two  oldest  sons  ;ire  now  cleikiug 
in  their  father's  store.  E.  Terry  has  attended  one 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University,  and  after  completing 
the  full  course,  intends  to  engage  in  the  practice  of 
medicine. 

Mr.  Wickham  remained  in  business  in  Sussex 
Count}',  N.  J.,  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when,  believ- 
ing it  would  be  for  his  best  interests,  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  Ainsworth,  where  he  soon  af- 
terward commenced  the  mercantile  business,  in 
which  he  is  still  engaged.  Since  coming  to  Wash- 
ington Count}'  he  has  been  fairly  successful  in 
business,  and  now  carries  a  stock  valued  at  5:10,000, 
and  does  a  business  of  120,000  annually,  giving 
employment  regularl}-  to  three  salesmen.  lie  is  a 
u)ember  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  body  his 
wife  is  also  a  member.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. In  educational  matters  he  has  at  all  times 
taken  special  interest,  and  for  some  j'ears  uas  a 
member  of  the  School  Board,  giving  much  of  his 
time  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  public  schools. 
He  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  yet  is  ever  will- 
ing to  listen  to  the  presentation  of  argument  b}' 
another.  In  his  private  life  he  is  generous  and 
charitable,  and  is  devoted  to  his  family  and  busi- 
ness. A  man  of  good  judgment  and  a  wise  finan- 
cier, success  should  crown  his  efforts. 


E 


^LIAS  GRIFFITH,  residing  on  section  34, 
Franklin  Township,  came  with  his  parents  to 
Washington  County  in  1848.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Pickawa}'  County,  Ohio,  born  in  1833,  and 
is  the  son  of  Robert  W.  and  Eleanor  (Long)  Grif- 
fith. (See  sketch  of  Robert  W.  Griffith  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.) 

Like  many  others  of  the  leading  citi/.ens  of 
Washington  County,  Ellas  Griffith  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  and  was  early  acquainted  with  hard 
work.  His  educational  advantages  were  somewhat 
better  than  the  majority  of  farm  boys.  In  addi- 
tion to  attendance  in  the  common  schools,  he  spent 
several  terms  in  Washington  College,  Washington, 
and  on  leaving  school  was  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Clay  and  Franklin  Townships.  In  18G4  he  went 
to    California,   where   he   engaged   in    mining   and 


lumbering  until  1866,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county.  His  first 
farm  consisted  of  240  acres  of  laud  to  which  he  has 
since  added  310  acres,  making  a  farm  of  550  acres, 
all  of  vvhich  is  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  united  in  marriage,  April  29, 
1867,  to  Henrietta  A.  Humphrey,  daughter  of 
Eli  and  Lucia  (Snow)  Humphrey,  born  Oct.  30, 
1836,  in  Huntington,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  She  died 
in  Franklin  Township,  M.iy  IG,  1872,  leaving  two 
children — John,  who  is  making  his  home  with  his 
uncle,  George  W.,  and  Charles,  who  resides  with 
i  his  grandfather,  Eli  Humphrey,  in  Clay  Township. 
Her  body  is  interred  in  Grace  Hill  Cemetery,  three 
miles  from  the  old  home.  For  several  years  Mr. 
Griffith  has  been  in  poor  health,  being  afflicted  with 
asthma.  In  order  to  afford  relief  he  has  been 
spending  some  of  the  winters  in  a  warmer  climate. 
The  winter  of  1882-83  he  spent  in  Colorado,  the 
following  winter  in  Smith  County,  Kan.,  and  the 
winter  of  1885-86  in  Southern  California.  Not- 
withstanding poor  health,  he  has  been  able  to  give 
personal  attention  to  liis  fanning  operations,  meet- 
ing with  success  as  can  only  be  acquired  by  in- 
dustrj'  and  economy.  The  home  farm  is  one  of 
the  best  improved  in  Franklin  Township,  having 
on  it  superior'  farm  buildings,  including  a  good, 
two-story  frame  dwelling,  large  and  commodious 
barn,  and  sheds  sufficient  to  shelter  his  stock.  In 
addition  to  general  farming  he  makes  a  specialty 
of  stock-raising. 

As  a  citizen  of  Washington  County  for  a  period 
of  about  forty  years,  Mr.  Griffith  has  lived  to  wit- 
ness the  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in  turn- 
ing what  was  almost  a  wilderness  into  one  of  the 
most  productive  regions  in  the  fair  State  of  Iowa. 
That  he  has  done  his  part  in  its  transformation  is 
well  known  to  every  citizen  of  the  count}'.  On  an 
accompanying  page  is  an  excellent  portrait  of  Mr. 
Griffith. 


ON.  GEORGE  WEYAND,  deceased,  was 
born  at  White  Horse,  on  the  summit  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains,  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
1805.  After  receiving  a  common-school 
education  he  engaged  at  various  times  in  wood- 
sawing,   shoemaking  and  stage  driving  until  1838, 
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when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Grove,  and  immediately  emigrated  by  stage  and 
water  to  Iowa,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
County.  His  onlj'  brother,  Daniel,  studied  law,  and 
became  a  partner  of  Hon.  .leremiah  S.  Black,  then 
a  young  attorne}^  of  Somerset,  Pa.  Mr.  Weyand 
took  :i  prdiiiinent  part  in  all  political,  educational 
and  general  industrial  interests  of  Iowa,  and  in 
1840  was  I'lccted  to  the  Territorial  Legislature.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1844,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Capi- 
tol commission.  He  subsequently  served  as  a 
member  of  the  .State  Legislature,  and  in  1860  was 
nominated  to  the  .State  Senate,  in  opposition  to 
James  h\  Wilson,  but  declined  on  account  of  a  dis- 
ease of  the  eye,  whicli  finally  caused  bis  total  blind- 
ness. He  was  of  (ieruian  birth,  but  fully  imbued 
with  American  ideas.  Allhougli  a  life-long  Demo- 
crat he  was  yet  an  anti-slavery  man  and  radically 
opposed  to  the  Rebellion.  He  lived  to  see  his  long- 
cherished  hope  realized  in  the  inauguration  of  a 
Democratic  President.  Mr.  Weyand  died  in  .lune. 
188.i. 

Mrs.  Mary  Weyand  died  Nov.  22,  1877.  She 
was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  9,1817.  Her 
life  was  p.assed  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
duty,  in  devoted  attiichment  to  her  family  and 
friends,  and  in  deep,  sincere  and  unobtrusive  piety. 
Since  1H.38  she  h.ad  been  a  resident  of  Iowa,  and 
was  well  known  to  many  of  the  older  settlers  who 
held  her  in  high  esteem. 
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SjRA  G.  RHODES,  of  Brighton,  Iowa,  was  born 
I'  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  on  the  29lh  of 
/li  August,  mi  4.  His  father,  .Joseph  Rhodes,  was 
born  in  Gieat  Barriuglon,  Mass.,  in  1779,  and  was 
married,  Fel).  !;'>.  IsOl,  to  Polly  Waterhouse,  who 
was  born  in  1774.  They  were  the  parents  of  eigiil 
children:  Asa  W.  and  Elizabeth,  deceased;  .So- 
phronia,  uf  Illinois;  Polly,  of  Twinsburg,  Ohio; 
Electa,  of  Trumbull  County-.  Ohio;  Ira  G.,  of  this 
sketch;  William  an<l  .Sarah,  both  deceased.  Joseph 
Kh(jdes  was  a  jiioneer  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio, 
settling  there  just  previous  to  the  birth  of  our  sub- 
ject.     He  there  made  a   home   in    what   was  little 


better    than   a   wilderness,    and   there    died    Dec. 
30,  18.53. 

Ira  G.  Rhodes  received  his  education  in  the  t)ld 
log  school-house,  with  its  puncheon  floor  and  slab 
seats,  attending  school  during  the  winter  months 
and  working  on  the  farm  during  the  summer.  Not- 
withstanding the  poor  advantages,  he  yet  obtained 
a  liberal  education,  and  for  some  3'ears  was  em- 
ployed as  a  teacher  in  the  common  schools.  In 
1837  he  moved  to  Hancock  County,  III.,  where  he 
engaged  in  teaching.  On  the  loth  of  .January, 
1843,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  E. 
Botts,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  and  .Sabra 
(Wilkes)  Botts,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Kentucky.  Joseph  Botts  was  an  ordained  minister 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  served  as  such  for  more 
than  forty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Botts  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Matilda,  the  widow  of  Nathan  Jonathan,  of 
(Juincy,  111.;  William,  of  Hancock  Count}',  HI.; 
Ab.salom  and  James,  twins,  also  residing  in  Han- 
cock County,  111.;  Jane,  the  wife  of  John  Logan, 
of  JIcDonough  County,  111. ;  Louisa,  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Barricklow,  of  Republic  County,  Kan.  The 
family  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Hancock 
County,  111.,  and  there  the  parents  died. 

In  the  spring  of  1843  Mr.  Rhodes  and  his  wife 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Walnut  Township, 
Jeffeison  Couutj',  where  they  remained  until  1877, 
and  then  moved  to  Brighton,  where  thej'  now  live 
a  retired  life.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Rhodes  are  the  par- 
ents of  eight  living  children:  Lncilla,  wife  of  Lee 
Barricklow,  of  Jefferson  Count}-,  Iowa;  Eugene,  of 
Boone  County,  Ark. ;  Luther,  of  Woodland,  Cal. ; 
William,  of  Marengo  County,  Ala.;  Mary,  wife  of 
A.  S.  Bailey,  of  Page  County.  Iowa;  Myrtle,  wife 
of  G.  G.  Sampson,  of  Waverly,  Bremer  Co.,  Iowa; 
Florence,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Ileacock,  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa;  Homer,  of  Jeffer.sou  County,  Iowa. 

In  early  life,  and  (luring  the  days  when  slavery 
existed  in  this  C()unlry,  .Mr.  Rhodes  was  a  strong 
anti-slavery  man,  and  naturally,  when  the  Repub- 
lican party  w.as  organized,  he  became  an  advocate 
of  its  principles.  The  war  ended  and  slavery  abol- 
ished throughout  the  length  and  lu-eadth  of  the 
land,  other  issues  naturally  arose.  For  many  years 
the  manufacturers  of  this  country,  whose  interests 
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had  been  prospered  by  protection,  had  been  unit- 
ing, until  finally,  almost  every  branch  of  trade  was 
controlled  by  some  huge  monopolj'.  To  all  this 
Mr.  Rhodes  was  bitterly  opposed,  and  so,  in  1872, 
he  united  with  others  in  forming  what  was  then 
known  as  the  anti-monoply  party,  and  by  that 
party  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Jefferson  County. 
Believing  as  he  did  upon  the  question  already 
spoken  of,  he  naturally  coincided  with  those  who 
advocated  a  single  standard  of  money,  and  has 
since  been  identified  with  the  Greenback  party. 

Mr.  Rhodes  is  a  man  of  decided  views  upon  all 
questions,  and  doos  not  fear  to  express  himself 
when  the  opportunity  is  given.  As  a  temperance 
man,  he  advocates  the  enforcement  of  the  prohib- 
itory law  to  the  fullest  extent,  believing  it  to  be 
safe  and  right.  When  he  came  to  Iowa  he  was  in 
limited  circumstances.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
450  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  County,  lying  within 
five  miles  of  Brighton.  This  property  he  has  ac- 
quired through  his  own  exertions,  assisted  b3'  those 
of  his  good  wife. 

— ^-^ ^ 


A.   FE8LER,  hardware  dealer.    Riverside. 

Among  the  numerous  enterprises  of  this 

county-  the  name  of  Fesler  is  well  known. 

Not  only  the  mercantile,  but  also  the  grain 
business  in  Iowa  Township,  is  largely  controlled  by 
the  firm  of  Fesler  &  Son.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Johnson  County,  Iowa,  in  1 850,  and  is  a  son  of  Ja- 
cob and  Mary  (Slife)  Fesler,  whose  personal  his- 
tory will  appear  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Grow- 
ing to  manhood  upon  his  father's  farm,  Mr.  Fesler 
learned  the  agricultural  business  in  all  its  details. 
Our  subject  received  a  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  completed  his  business  edu- 
cation at  the  Iowa  State  University  in  1872.  He 
engaged  in  teaching  prior  to  his  graduation,  his 
first  term  being  taught  in  Iowa  Township  at  the 
school  known  as  "The  F(jur  Corners."  After  gradu- 
ating, Mr.  Fesler  taught  in  Waubeek,  Linn  Co., 
Iowa,  until  the  autumn  of  1874,  when,  in  company 
with  his  uncle,  George  Fesler,  he  opened  a  hard- 
ware store  in  the  new  town  of  Riverside,  the  first 
business  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  the    pla.ce,    and 
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their  store  was  the  first  one  erected  on  the  village 
plat  for  that  purpose.  In  the  spring  of  1 875  Mr. 
Fesler  purchased  his  uncle's  interest,  and  a  partner- 
ship was  formed  with  George  H.  Clark,  a  dealer  in 
stoves,  etc.,  and  the  two  stocks  were  combined  un- 
til 1879,  when  the  stock  was  divided  and  Mr.  Clark 
removed  to  Wellman.  Mr.  Fesler  continued  the 
business  alone  until  Jan.  1,  1882,  when  Mr.  A.Ni- 
cola became  a  partner  in  the  Riverside  firm.  Jan. 
1,  1883,  our  subject,  in  company  with  B.  W.  Ni- 
cola, purchased  the  hardware  stock  of  Mr.  Clark  at 
Wellman,  and  this  was  managed  by  B.  W.  Nicola, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Fesler  &  Nicola.  One  year 
later  a  store  of  the  same  character  was  purchased  by 
E.  8.  Fesler,  and  Fesler  &  Nicola,  of  Riverside,  and 
Wellman,  at  Kalona,  and  was  put  under  the  man- 
agement of  E.  S.  Fesler. 

The  fourth  enterprise  engaged  in  by  our  subject 
in  this  line  was  at  Keswick,  in  Keokuk  County, 
Iowa,  in  March,  1887,  purchased  by  D.  A.  Fesler, 
of  Riverside,  Ben  W.  Nicola,  of  Wellman,  and 
George  Kaye,  well  known  as  a  former  resident  of 
Riverside.  Mr.  Kaye  has  charge  of  this  store,  and 
each  of  these  firms  are  now  and  have  been,  engaged 
in  prosperous  trade.  The  stock  is  of  the  same  char- 
acter in  each  place,  consisting  of  all  kinds  of  hard- 
ware, tinware,  agricultural  implements,  wagons, 
buggies,  etc.  The  business  may  truthfully  be  said 
to  be  the  largest  in  Southeastern  Iowa,  as  such  a 
large  amount  of  territory*  is  controlled.  In  thirteen 
years  of  business  life  Mr.  Fesler  has  been  one  of 
the  most  widely  known  young  men  of  not  only  his 
own  county,  but  also  of  this  portion  of  the  State. 
In  1884,  D.  A.  Fesler,  F.  A.  Druf  and  Cyrus  Bil- 
lingsley,  of  Riverside,  erected  a  creamery  at  Clar- 
inda,  Iowa,  Mr.  Fesler  taking  one-half  interest. 
This  is  yet  profitably  operated,  Mr.  Fesler  retain- 
ing his  interest.  The  firm  is  now  known  as  Childs 
Bros.  &  Co.  The  second  enterprise  of  this  charac- 
ter was  engaged  in  by  Mr.  Fesler  in  the  spring  of 
1887,  he  trading  for  an  interest  in  the  creamery  at 
North  English,  Iowa  County,  the  firm  consisting  of 
Mr.  Boyd,  E.  Nicola,  S.  P.  Childs  and  D.  A.  Fesler, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Boyd  &  Co. 

In  October,  1877,  D.  A.  Fesler  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Phoebe  (Cog- 
ner)  Boyd,  of  Riverside.     Mr.  Boyd  was  the  origi- 
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nal  proprietor  of  the  village,  aiul  will  be  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Four  children  have 
graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P'esler,  as  follows : 
Zella  K.,  Ray,  (iay  and  Zetta.  Enterprise  is  :\ 
characteristic  of  the  Fesler  faniil}',  and  from  the 
pioneer  days  to  date,  they  have  been  noted  among 
business  men.  (Jur  subject  began  business  on  a 
capital  of  §300,  .iiul  has,  by  strict  Inisiness  habits, 
become  in  a  few  years  a  wealthy  man.  He  was  the 
first  Recorder  of  the  X'illage  Hoard,  the  second 
year  M.ayor,  and  has  since  continuously  been  a 
member  of  the  board. 


fp^,  l-:UBEN'  R  RILEY,  merchant  tailor,  has 
ilL^  been  a  resident  of  \\asliington  since  1854, 
/l^yV  or  for  a  third  of  a  century.  He~was  born 
TO©)  in  .lefferson  County,  "\'a..  May  8,  1835. 
His  father.  Zachariah  Riley,  w.as  of  Scotch-Irish 
parentage,  and  was  born  on  the  ocean,  when  his 
parents  were  emigrating  to  America.  His  mother, 
Clarinda  Gaines,  was  a  native  of  France.  Both 
parents  were  reared  in  Virginia  and  were  there 
married.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  Reuben  they 
moved  to  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  where  they  died 
man}'  3'ears  ago.  They  were  both  earnest  Chris- 
tians, and  each  tried  to  live  up  to  the  teachings  of 
the  Master,  and  were  greatly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  received  but  a  very  limited  education. 
When  ten  and  a  half  j-ears  of  age  he  was  ap[)ren- 
ticed  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade,  and  worked  for 
three  and  a  half  years  for  board,  clothing  and  six 
months'  schooling.  In  1853,  when  but  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  came  West  and  for  one  year 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Keokuk.  He  then  came  to 
Wasliiugton,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  re- 
side'. Ill  1855  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Raciiel  A.  McElroy,  a  daughter  (jf  Robert  W. 
McElroy,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county. 
By  this  union  thei'e  have  been  four  children — Lillie 
M.,  Clyde  W.,  lone  M.  an<l  Roy  W. 

NotwithsUinding  that  he  wa.s  born  in  a  SmiLhcni 
State,  when  the  war  for  the  Union  commenced  Mr. 
Riley  was  on  the  Union  side,  and,  as  a   patriot,  in 


1863,  enlisted  in  Co.  K.  13th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
in  at  Davenport,  and,  after  spending  a  short  time 
in  Camp  .McClellan,  was  sent  to  join  the  regiment 
at  \'icksburg.  The  13th  Regiment  formed  part  of 
the  17th  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Gen.  Mc- 
Pherson,  and  at  his  death,  by  Gen.  Blair.  Its 
record    is  a  glorious  one,   none  better.     In  May, 

1864,  Mr.  Rilej'  was  detailed  as  one  of  (Jen.  McPher- 
son's  orderlies,  and  serveil  in  that  capacity  till 
July  22,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  was 
with  it  at  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  In  the  cele- 
brated march  to  the  sea  the  13tli  was  a  part  of  the 
grand  army,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bentonville, 
N.  C,  and  at  Durham's  Station,  where  Johnston  sur- 
rendered to  Sherman.  It  was  then  sent  on  to  Wash- 
ington. D.  C,  and  participated  in  the  grand  review 
in  that  city.  Soon  after  this  it  was  sent  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  where  it  was  mustered  out. 

On  his  discharge,  Mr.  Riley  returned  to  his 
home  in  A\'ashington  and  resumed  his  trade,  in 
which  he  has  since  continuously  been  engaged. 
Since  his  return  he  has  never  been  in  good  health, 
having  contracted  disease  in  the  service,  on  account 
of  which  he  is  now  receiving  a  pension  from  the 
Government.  In  i)olitics,  he  was  originally  a  Re- 
publican, but  now  casts  his  vote  with  the  Demo- 
ci'atic  party. 


ENOCH  WINTER  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Washing- 
ton Count}'.  He  resides  upon  a  fine  farm  on 
section  20,  Washington  Township,  consisting  of 
435  acres  of  land,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  which  has  upon  the  premises  the 
best  improvements,  including  a  fine  dwelling-house, 
large  barn,  and  other  out-buildings.  In  addition  to 
the  home  farm,  he  owns  806  acres  of  land  in  Frank- 
lin Township,  and  300  acres  of  land  in  Te.vas.  He 
is  a  native  of  Alleglian}-  Count}',  Md.,  born  May 
29,  1837.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Mary- 
land, the  father,  John  Winter,  being  born  in  1798, 
and  the  mother,  Hester  (Trimble)  Winter,  in  1800. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living:  George,    in   Alleghany    County, 
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Md.;  Anna  M.,  widow  of  George  Hiimberson,  of 
M.irvliind;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Edward  O'Dunald,  of 
Allegiiany  County-,  Md.;  Hester,  wife  of  Nelson 
Stewart,  of  Benton  County,  Iowa;  .John,  of  Wash- 
ington Connty;  Snsan,  of  Alleghany  County,  Md., 
widow  of  James  Shearer,  and  .Joseph  H.,  of  Barton 
County,  Mo.  Mr.  Winter  died  about  1870,  while 
Mrs.  Winter  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  but  a  limited  education.  He  re- 
mained at  home  on  his  father's  farm  until  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  employed  by  the  Astor 
Coal  Mining  Company,  remaining  with  that  com- 
pany until  the  fall  of  1 863,  when  he  came  west  and  lo- 
cated at  Washington.  Here  he  embarked  iu  stock 
shipping,  as  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Stew- 
art &  Winter.  This  business  he  continued  for  three 
years,  when  he  returned  East  and  remained  until 
1882.  In  1878  he  purchased  the  farm  adjoining 
the  city  limits  on  the  south. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1885,  Mr.  Winter  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ada  Hollingsworth, 
a  daughter  of  D.  Hollingsworth,  of  W.ashington. 
She  was  born  in  Washington  County,  March  22, 
1857.  They  have  one  son,  Charles.  Mr.  Winter 
was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Washington 
County.  Few  men  are  more  energetic  and  none 
make  a  more  beneficial  use  of  their  means,  while 
none  are  better  known  or  more  highly  respected. 

"\f}  OSEPII  REINF^R,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  7,  Jackson  Township,  was  born  in 
Austria,  in  the  year  1842.  He  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  A.  and  Anna  May  (Arlier)  Reiner. 
They  had  nine  children  born  in  Austria,  before 
coming  to  America:  Catherine;  George,  deceased; 
Joseph,  Albert,  Margaret,  George,  Antoine,  William, 
and  an  infant  which  died  and  was  buried  in  the 
Atlantic,  when  they  were  coming  to  America  in 
1852.  The  location  of  this  family  was  made  near 
Richmond,  this  county,  the  same  year.  Joseph  A. 
Reiner  was  a  poor  man,  and  after  the  purchase  of 
forty  acres  of  land,  found  himself  without  money. 
Our   subject    was    the    oldest    son   living.     The 


father  grubbed  out  a  few  acres,  and  for  two  years 
it  was  (jultivated  with  a  hoe.  Two  of  the  older 
daughters  worked  out,  and  our  subject,  Joseph 
Reiner,  worked  for  Mr.  Oliver  for  Ave  years,  care- 
fully saving  his  money.  Mr.  Oliver  gave  him  a 
colt  which  was  reared,  and  from  her  Joseph  secured 
a  team  of  horses,  and  with  the  descendants  of  that 
mare  he  yet  tills  his.  broad  acres,  which  have  all 
been  earned  by  hard  labor  since  he  was  a  lad.  He 
aided  his  father  till  the  war  began,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  K,  30th  Iowa  Vol,  Inf.,  serving  three  years, 
and  was  in  many  of  the  important  battles  in  which 
the  regiment  participated.  In  an  engagement  at 
Cherokee,  Ala.,  while  on  the  march  to  the  sea,  he 
was  wounded,  a  rebel  bullet  passing  through  his 
thigh,  breaking  it,  and  still  remaining  in  his  other 
leg.  The  fracture  still  occasions  him  much  pain, 
and  every  time  brings  to  the  mind  of  this  brave 
soldier,  who  fought  to  preserve  the  Union,  visions 
of  the  day  when  he  lay  wounded  and  bleeding  on 
the  roadside.  He  was  taken  first  to  Memphis,  and 
later  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  remained  until  he 
fortunately  recovered ;  but  he  would  not  leave  the 
service,  although  offered  a  discharge,  and  was 
therefore  put  in  the  veteran  corps.  He  never 
left  his  post  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  the  war  our  subject  returned  to  his  father's 
house,  and  worked  with  him  until  he  was  married. 
Miss  Mary  A.  Matron  becoming  his  wife,  April  21, 
1867.  They  lived  upon  the  farm  of  his  father  un- 
til 1882,  making  improvements,  and  adding  lands. 
There  his  eldest  children  were  born,  two  of  whom 
are  deceased — Charles  and  Emma.  Elizabeth,  Syl- 
vester, Rozellia,  Anthony,  Antoinette,  Alfred,  Mar- 
garet and  Bertha.  The  death  of  the  aged  parents 
occurred  on  the  old  farm,  in  1882,  and  our  subject, 
who  had  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs, 
sold  the  old  homestead  and  purchased  the  Stedman 
farm  of  160  acres,  all  of  which  he  has  paid  for,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  honored  residents  of  Jackson 
Township;  honored,  not  only  for  being  a  good 
soldier  and  a  good  citizen,  but  because  he  is  a 
worker  and  full  of  enterprise.  Although  from  a 
foreign  country,  he  is  in  every  way  connected  with 
the  interests  of  the  State  and  county.  Joseph's 
wife  says  that  she  could  see  the  material  he  was 
made  of,  and  although  not  having  money  to  buy  a 
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wedding  suit,  she  was  willinji  to  take  him  for  better 
or  worse,  and  perhaps  her  guiding  hand  has  iieiped 
to  form  the  future  of  the  young  man,  for  surelj-,  if 
he  has  not  risen  from  the  bottom  almost  to  tlie  top 
of  the  ladder,  no  man  has  in  Washington  County. 

ylLLIAM  K.  WOOLKY  resides  upon  section 
26.  Crawford  Township.  He  is  a  native 
of  Washington  County',  born  in  Crawford 
Township.  .Sept.  22,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  \\'i!liam 
and  Mary  (.Strain)  Wooley,  who  were  married  in 
this  county  in  1842.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  .Tames,  deceased;  William  K.,John 
F.,  Carrie  A.  and  Mary  E. ;  two  died  in  infancy. 
All  were  born  in  Crawford  Township. 

William  Wooley,  .Sr.,  came  from  Hanover,  Ind., 
and  settled  in  Washington  County,  in  October, 
1839.  His  land  was  entered  later,  and  he  erected 
the  first  house  on  the  west  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  25,  Crawford  Township.  He 
was  born  in  Lancaster  Count}',  Ky.,  and  his  par- 
ents, James  and  Martha  (Ramsey)  Woole3^  emi- 
grated from  that  .State  to  Indiana  at  an  early  d.ay, 
remaining  there  during  their  lifetime.  David,  an- 
other of  their  sons,  came  to  Iowa  in  1840,  entered 
land  in  Louisa  County,  and  enlisted  during  the 
progress  of  the  war,  serving  as  wagonmaster  of 
the  10th  Iowa  Infantry.  After  the  war  he  re- 
mained for  several  years  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry 
Co.,  Iowa,  but  is  now  a  resident  of  Creston,  Iowa, 
and  yet  remains  a  liachelor.  Harvej',  his  brother, 
also  came  to  the  State  in  1 846,  but  subsequently 
went  to  California,  and  there  died.  William 
'Wooley  was  married,  in  1843,  to  Mary,  third 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Kingan)  Strain, 
whose  history  will  he  found  elsewhere.  William 
.Strain  was  a  native  of  County  Down,  Ireland,  and 
was  a  lad  of  sixteen  years  when  he  landed,  in  1805, 
in  America,  and  his  sketch  will  l)e  re.ad  with  interest. 
William  Wooley,  Sr.,  taught  school  for  some  time 
after  coming  to  this  county,  and  was  one  of  the 
earlj'  teachers  of  Crawfordsville.  .Most  of  his  life 
was  spent  on  the  farm.  Imt  the  title  of  Esquire  was 
attached  to  his  name  for  many  j'ears.  He  entered 
200  acres  of  laud,  which  was  nicelj'  improved  prior 
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to  his  death,  except  a  timber  tract,  and  a  quarter- 
section  of  prairie  land  is  yet  in  possession  of  his 
sons,  William  K.  and  Car}'  A.  William  Woole)''s 
death  occurred  .June  26,  1885,  at  which  time  he 
was  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Crawfordsville.  and  in  fact,  was  one  of  its  first 
members,  tjuiet.  unassuming,  3'et  firm  in  his  con- 
victions of  right,  Mr.  Wooley  had  the  merited 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  in 
which  he  lived.  His  widow  makes  her  home  with 
Cary,  on  the  old  homestead. 

Cary  wedded  Mattie,  daughter  of  James  D.  and 
Jennie  (Campl)ell)  Moore,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Tennessee,  who  came  to  this  count}'  during 
the  progress  of  the  war,  and  are  now  residents  of 
Crawfordsville.  One  daughter.  Jennie,  has  gr.aced 
their  union.  James,  deceased,  wedded  Mary  F. 
Rile}',  to  whom  three  sons,  Joseph,  Harvey  and 
Cary,  were  born.  The  death  of  .Fames  occurred  in 
October,  1882,  and  his  widow  is  now  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Lesher,  Postmaster  of  Columbus  City. 
John  F.  Wooley  married  Annie,  daughter  of  James 
and  Sarah  Mulhcrn.  N'ane  Wooley  is  their  only 
son,  and  his  father  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Oregon 
Township.  His  wife  was  for  ten  years  a  teacher  in 
Washington  and  adjacent  counties. 

AVilliam  K.  Wooley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Crawford  Township,  and  practically  completed 
his  education  at  Howe's  Academy,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
which  lie  attended  five  terms.  His  first  school 
was  taught  in  White  Cloud  District  No.  8,  in 
this  county,  during  the  winter  of  1869-70,  from 
which  date  his  professional  life  extended  over  a 
period  of  ten  years,  the  last  six  teinis  of  which 
were  in  the  district  where  he  had  lived  from  boy- 
hood. Ilis  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  M.,  daughter 
of  .loliii  and  Mary  A.  (Ilearshman)  Cochran,  was 
celebrated  April  10,  1879.  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents.  Rev.  Rowley,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  per- 
forming the  ceremony.  Mrs.  Wooley,  during  her 
maidenhood,  was  also  engaged  in  teaching  for  some 
years  in  this  county.  .She  was  educated  at  Ht)we's 
Academy,  her  last  course  being  taken  in  1876. 
Her  father  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  born  in  Clarion 
County,  Pa.,  and  her  mother  was  of  (Jerman  origin, 
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also  born  in  that  State.  Tliey  were  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  their  two  eldest  children  were 
horn  there — Elizabeth,  wife  of  Andrew  Brown,  of 
Henry  County,  and  James,  deceased.  The  Coch- 
rans  probably  located  in  this  county  in  ISylj,  on  a 
farm  near  Crawfordsville.  By  trade  he  was  a  car- 
penter, and  for  many  years  worked  at  the  trade. 
Later,  he  purchased  a  sawmill  and  some  land  south 
of  Crawfordsville,  and  operated  the  mill  for  many 
years.  It  is  now  owned  b}'  his  sou,  William  S. 
Cochran.  Five  children  were  born  after  the  Coch- 
rans  became  residents  of  this  county  :  Amanda  E., 
wife  of  .lames  Skinner;  Anna  M.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Laura  F.,  wife  of  Frank  Young,  who  is  Super- 
intendent of  the  count}-  farm  in  Taylor  County, 
Iowa;  William  S.  and  John  L.  are  still  single. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  K.  Wooley  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  ALary  E.  and  .John  C,  both 
bright  and  interesting,  who  will  enjo}-  superior  ed- 
ucational advantages,  from  the  fact  of  the  parents 
having  been  educators  of  note,  and  in  whose  ad- 
vancement they  will  take  special  pride.  Mr. 
Wooley  has  served  six  years  as  Assessor  of  Craw- 
ford Township,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 
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ON.  JOHN  W.  PRIZER,  of  Brighton,  is  a 
native  of  Dauphin  Count3%  Pa.,  born  Oct.  8, 
1825.  His  father,  Henry  J.  Prizer,  was  born 
in  Chester  Count}-,  Pa.,  in  179-2,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  married  Miss  Re- 
becca Jackson,  born  in  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  in 
1797.  They  were  of  Scotch  and  hish  descent,  and 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living:  Oliver  H.,  a  practicing  physician  in  Brigh- 
ton ;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Edward  Scott,  of  Brighton ; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  D.  W.  Cauflfman,  residing  in  Col- 
orado Springs,  Col.;  John  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  Henr}'  Hopple,  of 
Millerstown,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.;  Jane  C,  now  the 
wife  of  Rev.  T.  C.  Wortz,  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
minister,  now  stationed  at  Albion,  Neb.  Mr.  Pri- 
zer was  a  stanch  supporter  of  (ien.  Jackson  in  his 
day;  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilit}', 
and  well  posted  in  the  affairs  of  his  time.     He  died 
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in  1831.  Mrs.  Prizer  died  in  1859;  she  was  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Clinrch, 
and  was  highly  respected  for  her  Christian. virtues. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Perry 
County,  Pa.  When  six  years  of  age  his  father  died, 
and  at  nine  he  was  put  out  on  a  farm  to  earn  his 
own  living,  consequently,  his  early  education  was 
sadly  neglected.  In  the  schools  he  obtained  but 
little  knowledge,  and  that  which  he  h.as  attained 
has  lieen  by  subsequent  reading  and  contact  with 
the  brainy  men  of  the  nation.  In  1849,  he  left  his 
native  State  with  a  view  of  going  to  California,  but 
this  step  met  with  such  determined  opposition  from 
his  mother,  that  he  abandoned  the  idea  and  came 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  located  in  Brigh- 
ton. Still  he  could  not  give  up  his  cherished  de- 
sire to  visit  the  new  Eldorado,  so  in  the  spring  of 
1850,  in  company  with  twelve  others  he  started 
with  teams,  and  madethe  long  and  tedious  journey 
overland.  On  arriving  In  California,  he  engaged 
in  mining  and  trading,  and  there  remained  .  four 
years,  enduring  all  the  hardships  of  that  early  day. 
In  1854,  he  returned  to  Brighton,  but  in  that  j'ear 
there  was  a  rush  to  Kansas,  and  in  .Fune  he  went 
there,  but  remained  only  a  short  time,  returning 
again  to  Brighton,  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside.  On  his  return,  he  at  once  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  compan}^  with  D.  W.  Cauff- 
man,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cauffman  &  Prizer,  in 
which  business  he  continued  until  1872,  when,  in 
company  with  others,  he  organized  the  Brighton 
National  Bank,  and  was  elected  Cashier  of  the  same, 
which  position^  he  tilled  for  five  years.  He  then 
resigned  the  position,  and  embarked  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  trade,  though  not  severing  his  connection  with 
the  bank  altogether,  for  he  was  elected  its  Mce 
President. 

Mr.  Prizer  was  married,  Sept.  G.  1855,  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Moore,  a  daughter  of  Anson  Moore,  of 
Brighton,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county. 
She  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  8, 
1831.  By  this  union  there  were  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters :  Henry  A.,  now  engaged 
in  the  dry-goods  business  at  Brighton;  Ellen  J., 
the  wife  of  N.  Roseberger,  attorney-at-law.  Musca- 
tine, Iowa;  Eugene,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  W. 
Prizer  &  Co.;  and  Hattie  E.     In  politics  Mr.  Prizer 


t. 


/ 


378 


i^^l-M 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


is  one  of  the  stanch  Republicans  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  and  was  interesteii  in  the  partj'  in  tiiis  State. 
He  has  held  several  local  offices,  and  in  1879,  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  district  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Washington  and  Louisa. 
While  he  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  submission  of  the  Prohibition  Amend- 
ment was  asked  for  by  many  persons  in  the  State, 
and  Mr.  Prizer  was  among  the  number  of  those 
favorable  to  granting  the  request,  and  as  a  Senator 
voted  fur  it.  Wiien  the  question  was  submitted  to 
a  vote  of  the  people,  he  favored  an  adoption  of  tiie 
amendment,  believing  it  to  be  vight. 

.Mr.  Prizer  is  now  leading  a  retired  life,  and  in 
his  communit3'.  and  wherever  he  is  known,  he  is 
respected  for  the  stabilit}'  of  his  character  and  his 
true  worth  as  a  citizen.  No  man  enjoj's  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  a  higher  ' 
degree.  Always  the  friend  of  education,  he  has 
done  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  public 
schools.  In  every  good  work  calculated  to  bwM-" 
up  Brighton  or  Washington  County,  he  has  ever 
been  in  the  front.  When  he  arrived  in  the  county, 
he  was  in  limited  circumstances,  but  through  close 
attention  to  his  business,  and  that  cnerg}-  and  push 
that  have  always  characterized  him,  he  has  been 
enabled  to  laj-  by  suflicient  to  keep  him  in  his  old 
age.  He  is  living  witli  his  family  in  a  very  i)le.isant 
home  in  the  village  of  Brighton,  surrounded  by 
such  comforts  as  may  be  .acquired  by  the  use  of 
wealth  rightly'  spent,  coupled  with  good  taste. 


farm  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  best  in  Oregon  Town- 
ship, the  improvements  on  it  being  first-da.ss. 

Samuel  C.  Pearson  and  Martha  K.  Colthurst  were 
united  in  marriage  in  this  county  Jan.  •2.'5,  1S79. 
She  is  also  a  native  of  this  count3',  born  in  1859, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Colthurst, 
who  are  numbered  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  count}',  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  in  this 
work.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  them  — 
Florence  N.,  Leslie  O.  and  Lulu  F.  Mr.  Pearson 
is  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge  No.  36.'),  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.  Politically,  he  is  independent,  believing  more 
in  voting  for  the  right  men  than  because  they  maj' 
hai^pen  to  belong  to  -'our  party." 

While  yet  a  3'oung  man.  not  having  reached  the 
prime  of  life,  Mr.  Pearson  is  one  full  of  energy, 
'who  "endejvvuji'S  ta  discharge  every  duty  in  a  faithful 
''tf^tiner,-  is  jiQt- willing  to  sit  idly  by  to  witness  the 
procession  as  it  passes,  but  who  proposes  to  join  in, 
and  ever  go  forward.  .Socially,  he  is  esteemed  by 
all  wfea  know  him 
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AMUEL  C.  PEARSON,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion  34,  Oregon  Township,  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  is  a  native  of 
Wasiiington  Count}',  born  Ma}'  29,  18.57. 
He  is  the  son  of  .Tesse  and  Mary  J.  (Frew)  Pearson, 
a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  tliis  volume. 
He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Washington 
Co'untj'.  Bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  he  h.as  con- 
tinued in  that  occupation  till  the  present  time,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  212  acres  of  land  which  is  well- 
improved  in  every  respect,  and  which  he  has 
brought    under  a  high  state    of   cultivation.     His 


A.  TURBOTT  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  section  28,  Oregon  Township, 
lie  is  a  n.ative  of  Ohit),  born  in  Harrison 
^&))  County  in  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Margaret  (Sands)  Turbott,  both  natives  of 
Ohio,  the  former  of  .Scotch- Irish,  and  the  latter  of 
.Scotch-English  descent.  They  emigrated  to  this 
count}'  in  1864  and  settled  in  .lackson  Township, 
where  the  father  died  in  188('>,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  The  mother  is  still  residing  in  J.ackson 
Township.  They  reared  a  family  of  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  still  living  in  this  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grow  to  maniiood  in 
his  native  State,  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  He  c;ime  to  this  county  in 
1864,  and  first  settled  in  Highland  Township,  where 
he  remained  until  March,  1887,  when  he  removed 
to  his  i)resent  farm.  He  was  married  in  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio,  in  1864,  just  previous  to  his  removal 
to  Iowa,  to  Jane  Karr,  daughter  of  John  and  Maria 
Ivarr,  the  former  of  Scotch  and  tlie  latter  of  Irish 
descent.     The  former  died  in  Ohio,  while  the  latter 
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is  still  living  in  that  State.     Mrs.  Turbott  was  born 
in  Oliiu  in    1841. 

Mr.  Turbott  has  made  farming  liis  life-long  busi- 
ness, and  for  some  years,  in  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing, he  has  been  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  also 
in  buying  and  shipping  stock.  At  present  he  is  oc- 
cupied in  raising  Norman  horses.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Orient  Lodge  No.  365,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
also  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a  member  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge  No.  101.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  believes  stronglj'  in  the  principles 
advocated  by  that  party.  Though  never  blessed 
with  children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turbott 
have  adopted  two  of  their  nieces,  Maud  B.  and 
lona  M.,  daughters  of  N.  R.  and  Nancy  J.  Morrison. 
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^s^  ENECA  B.  DEWEY,  the  leading  jeweler  of 
^^^^^  Washington,  and  a  portrait  of  whom  ap- 
(ll/\J|)  pears  on  the  opposite  page,  is  a  native  of 
Wasliington  County,  and  was  born  in 
Brighton,  Dec.  16,  1853.  He  is  the  son  of  Ralph 
and  Lucinda  (Miller)  Dewey,  both  of  whom  are 
natives  of  Ohio,  but  who  emigrated  to  Washington 
County  in  an  early  day.  (See  sketch  of  Ralph 
Dewey.)  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
his  native  county  and  educated  in  the  High  School 
of  Washington.  After  leaving  school  in  1870,  he 
went  to  Ohio  and  worked  there  on  a  dairy  farm  one 
year,  arid  then  went  to  Albia,  Monroe  Co.,  Iowa, 
and  for  one  year  was  engaged  with  his  brother  as 
clerk  in  his  hat  store.  He  then  taught  school  one 
term.  In  1874,  when  he  reached  his  majority,  he 
entered  the  jewelry  store  of  D.  Hess,  at  Washing- 
ton, to  learn  the  trade  of  jeweler.  After  serving 
for  three  years,  he  purchased  the  stock  of  his  em- 
ployer and  has  since  conducted  the  Inisiness.  He 
carries  one  of  the  finest  stocks,  in  his  line  of  trade, 
of  any  similar  house  in  this  section  of  the  State,  in- 
cluding watches,  clocks,  jewelry,  silver-plated  ware 
and  spectacles. 

Our  subject  first  commenced  business  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  square,  in  1878,  from  which 
place  he  moved  to  the  south  side.  In  1882,  he  pur- 
chased his  present  site  on  the  west  side,  on  which 
was  a  frame  buildinar  in  which  he  moved.     This 
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building,  with  his  stock,  was  burned  in  the  big  fire 
of  1883,  when  lie  immediately  commenced  tiie  eVec- 
tion  of  his  present  brick  structure,  valued  at  16,500. 
In  this  he  moved  after  fitting  the  storeroom  up  in 
a  most  handsome  manner.  Mr.  Dewey  is  a  practical 
jeweler,  one  who  thoroughly  understands  his  busi- 
ness, and  has  built  up  a  very  substantial  trade, 
whicii  is  constantly  on  the  increase.  In  addition 
to  his  mercantile  trade,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  160  acres  in  Franklin  Township,  known  as 
j  the  Cedar  Stock  Farm,  where  he  has  bred  some  fine 
roadsters,  but  is  now  engaged  in  breeding  Norman 
and  Clydesdale  stock.  He  has  fifteen  head  oi  fine 
mares,  and  a  roadster,  a  nephew  to  Maud  S.,  which 
bids  fair  to  make  his  mark. 

Mr.  Dewey  was  married,  Jan.  12,  1882,  in  AVash- 
ington,  Iowa,  to  Nora  Smouse,  a  daughter  of  H.'  D. 
Sraouse,  a  retired  merchant  of  this  cit}'.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  two  children,  one  dying  in 
infancy.  The  living  one  is  Artliur  Claire.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Dewey  is  a  Republican,  and,  while 
holding  no  political  office,  he  keeps  himself  posted 
in  the  affairs  of  the  county.  As  yet  comparatively 
a  young  man,  he  has  made  a  success  in  business  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  business  men  of  Wasliington. 
He  is  enterprising  in  all  things,  and  is  ever  ready  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  to  every  enterprise  calculated 
to  build  up  the  city  in  which  he  resides,  and  the 
county  in  which  he  was  born. 
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eURTIS  R.  WELLS  resides  on  section  12, 
Dutch  Creek  Township,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a 
native  to  the  manor  born,  first  seeing  tlie  light  of 
day  in  this  county,  March  12,  1850,  and  is  the  son 
of  W.  W.  and  Rebecca  (Jackson)  Wells.  (See 
sketch  of  W.  W.  Wells  in  another  part  of  this  vol- 
ume.) The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Curtis  were 
spent  upon  his  father's  farm  and  in  attendance  at 
the  district  schools  in  the  neighborhood  in  which 
the  family  resided.  In  addition  to  the  district 
schools  he  attended  a  select  school  at  Wasliington, 
Iowa,  two  terms,  receiving  a  liberal  education. 
Our  subject  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father 
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on  the  farm  until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  when 
lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Missouri  K. 
Shaffer,  l)<)rn  May  27,  1857,  in  Somerset  County, 
Pa.,  a  (laughter  of  William  and  Nancy  (J.jhnson) 
Shaffer,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  liut  who 
removed  to  Dutch  Creek  Township,  this  county-,  in 
1860.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  six  children  :  William  W.,  born  Jan.  o,  1875, 
died  iu  infancy;  James  E.,  born  Jan.  18,  1877; 
Walter  W.,  born  Dec.  1,  1878,  died  in  infant-}'; 
Marion  R.,  born  July  21,  1881  ;  Charles  Koy,  Feb. 
6,  1883;  Allie  B.,  June  18,  1885. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1874,  Mr.  U'ells  moved  to 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  at  that  time  renting, 
but  subsequent!}'  purchasing  120  acres,  to  which  he 
has  added  by  subsequent  purchases  from  time  to 
time,  until  he  now  owns  3G0  acres  of  tine  farming 
land  together  with  fifteen  acres  of  limluM-.  On  the 
premises  is  a  good  dwelling-house,  and  such  barns 
and  other  out-buildings  as  are  essential  in  conduct- 
ing a  well-regulated  and  general  stock  farm.  For 
the  past  few  years  Mr.  Wells  has  been  turning  liis 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  stock,  and  has 
now  some  of  the  best  breeds  of  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs  in  Washington  County.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  excellent  business  habits,  and  with  that  energy 
characteristic  of  the  family,  he  will  doubtless  take 
a  much  higher  rank  among  the  more  prosperous 
farmers  of  Washington  County, 
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NDREW  J.  CUMMINGS,  a  farmer  of  Iowa 
(QJ'O  Township,  was  born  in  Pownal,  Benning- 
ji\  ton  Co.,  \'t..  in  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  "Will- 
iam and  Sybil  (Hale\')  Cnmmings,  Both 
were  natives  of  Vermont,  he  of  Scotch  and  she  of 
Irish  descent.  William  Cunimings  was  the  son  of 
John  Cnmmings,  who  fought  throughout  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  being  at  the  lime  of  his  enlistment 
only  lifleen  years  of  age.  His  father  fought  l>y  iiis 
side,  but  further  than  this  specific  history  is  not 
obtainable.  Jolm  Cumniings  was  later  engaged  in 
the  War  of  1  Ml 2,  and  after wai'd  became  a  farmer 
in  Vermont.  His  f.ither  settled  in  Rhode  Island 
when  that  country  was  under  English  nde,  and  was 
among  the  lirsl  settlers.      He  was  a   blacksmith  by 
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tr.ade.  and  lived  and  died  in  that  State.  His  son 
.lohn  reined  a  faniily  of  seven  children,  who  were 
principally  farmers  o»  mechanics.  Of  these  Will- 
iam, the  father  of  our  subject,  wedded  .Sybil  Hale}', 
and  lived  and  died  in  \ermont.  His  death  occurred 
by  accident  when  sixty-tw(»  years  of  age.  He 
rented  a  farm  there,  and  was  the  father  of  seven 
children — Betsy,  Alonzo,  Nancy,  Lydia,  Eliza,  An- 
drew .1.  and  Lyman.  (Jf  these  all  are  married  ex- 
cept Lydia  and  Lyman,  and  with  the  exception  of 
our  subject  all  are  residents  of  Eastern  States. 

In  February,  1854,  A.  J.  Cnmmings  came  west 
and  located  on  the  tr.act  of  land  on  which  he  now 
resides,  and  later  entered  contiguous  lands  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother-in-law,  who  afterward  sold 
Mr.  Cummings  his  interests  ami  returned  to  his 
honn!  in  Massachusetts.  L'pon  the  quarter  section 
wliicli  our  subject  purchased  was  a  small  house, 
now  long  since  removed.  Mr.  Cummings  worked 
one  3'ear  for  Nathaniel  McClure,  and  in  April, 
1855,  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Myers  became  his  wife.  Her 
parents  were  Joseph  and  ."\Iary  (Oregg)  Myers,  who 
were  married  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  were  residents 
of  (ireene  County,  that  State.  They  removed  to 
near  Salem,  Ohio,  iu  1835,  and  in  183(1  went  to 
Peoria  Count}',  and  then  to  Fulton  County,  111,,  in 
which  latter  county  Mrs,  Cummings  was  born. 

.Joseph  Myers  was  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Mary  (ircgg,  who  bore  five  children, 
and  after  her  death  her  cousin,  Mary  Gregg,  became 
his  wife.  .She  bore  seven  children,  of  wlu>ni  three 
are  living.  Hester  Bennett  became  his  third  wife, 
and  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  but  neither  of 
the  i)arents  mentioned  are  living.  The  .Myers  fam- 
ily came  to -Washington  County  in  1.^52,  having 
been  residents  and  the  original  owners  of  the 
site  of  Des  Moines.  This  land  Mr.  Myers  first  pur- 
chased the  claim  for  jind  afterward  entered.  He 
had  owned  other  lands,  but  decided  to  remove  to 
Washington  County,  when-  he  lived  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  last  wife  died  and  was  buried  in 
this  county. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject,  the  young 
couple  began  domestic  life  in  tlie  little  cabin  before 
mentioned,  where  they  resided  until  1866,  when  a 
new  and  commodious  residence  was  completed,  in 
which  they  yet  reside.     In  the  old  cabin  their  six  y 
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eldest  children  vrere  born.  There  the  prosperity 
(if  our  subject  really  began.  He  gr.idually  added 
more  lands  to  his  original  purchase,  and  now  owns 
one  section  in  this  township,  and  over  these  broad 
acres  great  herds  of  cattle  and  other  stock  thrive 
3' ear  after  j'ear.  Five  children  were  born  after 
they  moved  into  the  new  house.  The  names  of  all 
are  respectively:  Mary  E.,  B^'ron  O.  and  William 
A.,  are  deceased;  Lillie  M.  is  the  wife  of  fSteward 
Alcorn;  Charles 8.  and  Joseph  E. ;  Rosa  B.,  Winnie, 
Wilmot,  Irwin  and  Arthur  A.,  all  died  in  infancy. 
The  family  circle  has  oft  been  broken,  but  the 
three  living  children  are  all  in  robust  health. 

It  is  but  a  (itting  tribute  to  one  of  the  old  resi- 
dents of  a  county  to  say  that  from  a  child  he  has 
been  ranked  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship. From  our  subject's  first  location  until  the 
present  time,  in  a  social  and  financial  sense,  he  has 
been  an  honorable  and  upright  man.  From  begin- 
ning with  >!>lji)()  in  1854,  lie  has  made  the  capital 
multiply  itself  many  times.  And  as  the  years  in- 
crease, and  gray  hairs  crown  their  heads,  these  good 
old  people  of  whom  we  write  can  realize  that  the 
county  is  better  for  their  having  lived  in  it.  Mr. 
Cnmmings  has  given  agriculture  his  entire  atten- 
tion, and  success  greater  than  he  ever  dreamed  of 
when  3'oung,  is  his.  With  pleasure  this  sketch  is 
given  to  our  readers,  adding  another  name  to  the 
list  of  early  settlers  and  successful  families  of  Wash- 
ington County. 
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_^|;RCHIBALD  JACKSON,  propi-ietor  of  the 
(@/lJI  Jackson  House,  at  Crawfordsville,  was  born 
in  Schuyler,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  17, 
1808,  his  parents  being  Archibald  and  Nan- 
cy (Widwich)  Jackson,  also  natives  of  that  county, 
the  latter  of  German  origin.  Archibald  Jackson^ 
Sr.,  was  a  large  dealer  in  horses,  and  during  his  life 
made  that  his  principal  business.  During  the  War 
of  1812  he  was  Captain  of  Artillery,  but  his  death 
occurred  while  yet  a  young  man.  Oursubject  was 
the  only  child,  and  when  a  mere  lad  his  mother, 
then  a  widow,  was  again  married,  to  Samuel  Crom- 
well, of  Canada,  in  which  country  her  sou  grew  to 
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manhood,  and  learned  botii  the  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright trades. 

Our  subject's  marriage  was  celebralccl  in  1843, 
Miss  Jane  Niblock  becoming  iiis  wife.  Her  parents, 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Sanderson)  Niblock,  had  seven 
children — John,  AVilliam,  Mar^'  Ann,  Lsabella,  Sam- 
uel, Jane  and  Sarah.  Both  parents  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  County  Monaghan,  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  their  children  were  all  born  in  that 
country  prior  to  their  emigration  in  182(5  to  Canada, 
where  they  located  in  the  county  of  Leeds,  and 
there  resided  at  the  time  of  our  subject's  marriage. 
Mr.  Jackson  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
several  years  in  Farmersville,  and  live  children 
were  liorn  in  Canada  prior  to  their  removal  to  Iowa 
— Andrew  J.;  Alfred  W.,  deceased  ;  Jennie,  Nettie 
and  Emma. 
I  In  1855  the  family  emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating 
'  in  Crawfordsville,  and  after  engaging  in  farm  work 
for  one  year,  Mr.  Jackson  opened  a  general  stock  of 
merchandise,  which  business  he  engaged  in  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  disposing  of  the  same  in  1881, 
on  account  of  advanced  age.  In  1857  they  moved 
into  their  present  home,  where  their  children  were 
reared,  and  four  of  them  were  married.  Two  chil- 
I  dren  were  born  in  Iowa:  Auna,''deceased,  and  Frank 
I  A.  The  eldest  son  was  a  volunteer  in  Co.  I,  25th 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  enlisting  when  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  serving  during  the  entire  war.  Nettie 
wedded  Frank  Seber,  a  dealer  in  stock  and  real- 
estate  ;  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Harry,  Lena  and  Henry.  Jennie  becanie_the  wife 
of  John  Titus,  whose  death  occurred  in  1882,  at  his 
country  residence;  one  daughter,  Edith,  graced 
their  union,  whose  mother  now  resides  with  her 
parents  in  Crawfordsville.  Emma  wedded  Dr.  The- 
ophilus  Bennett,  of  Lenox,  Iowa;  Frank  is  an  ex- 
pert telegraph  operator,  resides  in  Omaha,  and  is 
the  husband  of  Lizzie  Rout;  one  son  was  born  in 
1887. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  have  kept  hotel  in  Crawfordsville, 
and  despite  his  advanced  age,  Mr.  Jackson  is  still  a 
popular  landlord.  His  liberality  while  in  business 
decreased  his  capital,  but  a  long  lifetime  of  tair 
dealing  has  given  him  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community.     His  good  wife,  now  sixty -live   years 
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of  age,  is  as  blithe  and  merry  as  a  girl  of  twenty. 
Her  large  fannl}-  liavc  licen  well  cared  for  and  care- 
fully educated.  Jeiinie  was  for  several  terms  a 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  this  village. 

Mr.  .lackson  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  worthy 
citizens  of  the  township.  He  has  been  a  working 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  twenty -eight 
years,  and  Mrs.  Jackson  of  the  same  for  fort3'-two 
years.  Three  years  ago  Mrs.  Jackson  changed  her 
views  and  joined  the  Presbyterians.  Who  can  not 
recall  the  kindly  word  of  sympathj'  which  ••Auntie" 
Jackson  always  has  for  those  who  most  need  it.-' 
Many  bereaved  parents  who  in  the  hour  of  their 
deepest  grief  at  the  loss  of  their  loved  ones,  have 
been  consoled  by  her  fervent  |)rayer  to  the  (iiver 
of  all  blessings  to  heal  their  sorrows,  and  as  her 
tender  hands  gently  closed  the  eyes  wliich  were 
sleeping  tiiat  dreamless  sleep  from  which  nOhe 
awaken,  have  oft  remarked  that  iier  motherly  dbrtn^" 
sel  and  Christian  graces  made  their  grief  more 
bearable.  Deacon  Jackson  is  none  the  less:  idolized 
by  his  old  neighbors  and  friends,  and  his  prayey.of ' 
faith  may  be  heard  morning,  noon  and  night,  as 
his  family  gather  about  the  well-spread  board. 
Wedded  in  faith,  mind  and  heart,  these  good  peo- 
ple have  grown  old  tcjgethcr.  As  they  journey 
down  the  hillside  of  life,  hand  in  liaml.  loving  and 
trusting  each  other,  devoted  to  God  and  their  chil- 
dren, it  seems  that  they  have  been  spared  as  ex- 
amples for  others  to  follow,  both  in  social  and  in 
Christiar.  life. 
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fSt.|ICHARD  MOORE,  deceased,  was  one  of 
ij/  the  first  settlers  of  Washington  County,  and 
/ITw  "'fi*  truly  a  pioneer.  He  was  born  near 
TOg^Savannah,  Ga.,  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1786.  When  quite  young  he  went  to  Ohio,  and 
Sept.  ii,  1806,  there  married  Rebecca  Einbrey, 
also  a  native  of  (ieorgia,  born  Dec.  25,  1788,  and 
who  likewise  settled  in  (Jhio  at  an  early  day.  In 
1821  they  moved  to  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  where 
Mr.  Moore  took  up  land  in  the  heavy  timber  on 
the  river  Ijottom,  where  he  im|)roved  a  farm  and 
remained  fifteen  years.  In  the  s|)ring  of  1.h;3U  he 
visited    W;ushington  County,  and   selected  a  claim 


on  section  33  of  what  is  now  W.ashingtou  Town- 
ship. He  then  returned  to  Indiana,  and  in  Octo- 
ber following  brought  his  family  to  their  new  home 
where  he  erected  a  s<d)stantial  log  cabin,  and  re- 
maiiicd  until  the  spring  of  is;j7,  when  he  was 
driven  off  by  the  Indians.  Leaving  Washington 
County  he  went  to  Henry  County,  and  there  re- 
mained until  183!),  at  whicii  lime  Ihe  Indians  had 
finally  left  the  country,  lie  returned  to  his  old 
claim  wiiich  he  found  in  fair  order,  but  little  dam- 
age having  been  done  by  the  Indians. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Moore  made  iiis  settlement  in 
Washington  County,  liiere  was  but  one  other  fam- 
il}^  residing  within  its  boundaries.  Hurlington  was 
his  nearest  trading  point,  and  it  was  with  dilliculty 
that  su|)plies  of  any  kind  could  be  obtained.  But 
Richard  Atoore  liad  been  a  pioneer  in  Indiana,  and 
therofore  knew  of  what  pioneer  life  consisted.  The 
first  rtiilf  at  which  any  grain  could  he  ground  was 
at  Augusta,  which  was  nothing  more  than  a  corn- 
cracker.  Puring  the  first  winter  the}' ground  their 
"corn  on  a  hand-mill  of  his  own  construction,  a.ssisted 
l)y  Mr.  Maulsl)y,  which  they  used  for  two  months. 
On  returning  to  Washington  County,  Mr.  Moore 
was  elected  one  of  the  three  County  Commission- 
ers, and  on  the  location  of  the  count}'  seat  at  Wash- 
ington, was  sent  to  Burlington  to  enter  the  land 
for  county  seat  purposes.  The  first  Commissioner's 
Court  is  thought  to  have   been  held  at  his  house. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults:  James, 
now  deceased;  Sarah  C,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Maulsby;  Alice, 
the  wife  of  Matthew  Cole,  of  Putnam  County,  Ind.; 
Amos  E.,  of  this  county;  Thaddeus,  residing  at 
Lead  City,  Wyo. ;  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  William 
Fancher,  of  Audubon  County,  Iowa;  Averilla  K. 
died  in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  William,  wlu)die<l  in 
this  count}'  on  the  old  homestead;  .lesse,  of  Gove 
County,  Kan. ;  Nancy  and  Riciiard,  deceased.  Mr. 
.Moore  died  April  29,  18,i.'),  and  .Mrs.  Moore  Dec. 
23,  1870.  They  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

Politically,  Mr.  Moore  was  a  Democrat.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  ollice  of  County  Commissioner,  he 
held  scvcr.'d  local  olliccs  in  his  township.  Mr. 
.Moore  was  a  man  greatly  esteemed  for  his  many 
social  qualities.     His  latch-string  always  hung  out, 
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and  the  vvpaiy  traveler  could  alwa3's  find  at  his 
house  a  place  of  rest.  In  his  death  the  county  lost 
not  onlj'  its  oldest,  but  one  of  its  best  citizens. 


RANK  E.  SWIFT,  one  of  the  live  business 
men  of  Washington,  is  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  born  Feb.  7,  1855, 
and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  iMar3'  (Schnevhler) 
Swift,  the  former  of  Irish  parentage,  and  the  latter 
of  French.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1841, 
and  were  married  in  this  county  in  1844.  They 
became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom 
are  now  living — Mary  E.,  Henry  L.,  John  \..  Nich- 
olas W.,  Frank  E.,  Joseph  E.,  Elizabeth  C.,  Ilonore 
J., "Amelia  and  Lewis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.;S\vift  were 
ajnong  the  earliest  settlers  of  Washington  County, 
and  remained  here  until  1876,  when  they  moved  to 
Denver,  Col.,  where  they  now  reside.  They  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  this 
county,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
In  1870  he  went  West  with  his  parents,  and  in  Chey- 
enne, Wyo.,  learned  the  trade  of  Ijrickmaking,  and 
there  remained  two  j'ears.  In  February,  1878,  he 
was  mari'ied  to  Margaret  Wonbacher,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  this  county.  In  1879  Mr.  Swift  started 
in  the  business  of  a  brick  manufacturer  at  Wash- 
ington, and  made  the  brick  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  county  hospital.  In  1880  he  went  to  Den- 
ver, Col.,  where  he  also  engaged  in  brick  manufact- 
uring, employing  in  the  yards  more  than  fifty  men. 
In  addition  to  this  he  ran  two  gangs  of  brick- 
masons,  laying  his  own  brick.  During  this  time 
his  pay  roll  amounted  to  from  $500  to  |;1,000  per 
week.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  returned  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  and  located  at  Riverside, 
where  he  also  engaged  in  lirick  manufacturing,  and 
where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1  885,  when  he 
came  to  Washington  and  established  his  present 
business  of  brick  and  tile  manufacturing,  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  city,  which  is  not  only 
one  of  the  largest,  but  without  doubt  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Swift  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  business 


men  of  Washington,  "one  who  thoroughly  under- 
stands his  business. [^He  commenced  life  without 
means,  but  by  industry ^aud  economy ^ has  acquired 
a  good  property,  and  is  now  recognized  as  one  of 
the  well-to-do  business. [men  of  the  county.;;^  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Swift  are  the  parents  of  three'children — 
Edward  A.,  Belle  and  Alvira.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  politics,  he 
is  a  Democrat.  Ajview  of  the  tile  factory  and  Mr. 
Swift's  residence  is  presented  in  connection  with 
this  brief  sketch. 


.?«-- 


\^  SAAC  S.  WAGNER,  proprietor  of  the  Round- 
house Stock  Farm  at  Washington,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Washington  County  since  1857,  a 
period  of  thirty  years.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  born  in  Schuylkill  County,  April  3, 
1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Rachel  (Mil- 
ler) Wagner,  natives  of  the  same  State.  Abraham 
and  Rachel  Wagner  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Rebecca,  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Lawrence,  of  Wayne  County,  Ohio; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Peter  Coon,  of  this  county  ;  Han- 
nah, the  wife  of  George  Zearing,  of  this  county; 
Abraham,  of  Anamosa,  Iowa;  John,  of  Washing- 
ton, Iowa;  Isaac  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Rachel,  the  wife  of  James  Rittenhouse,  of  Wayne 
County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Wagner  is  deceased.  Mrs. 
Wagner  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-one. 
They  were  members  of  the  Allbright  Church. 

Isaac  S.  AVagner,  when  a  mere  child,  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  an  English  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  that  State.  When 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  and  served  as  such  three  years, 
receiving  for  his  services  125  for  the  first  year,  $30 
for  the  second,  and  140  for  the  third,  in  addition 
to  which  he  was  given  a  vacation  of  two  weeks  in 
harvest  time,  being  permitted  to  retain  what  he 
could  make  as  a  harvest  hand  in  that  time.  In 
1856  he  was  united  in  marriage  at  Wooster,  Ohio, 
to  Miss  Anna  E.  Aughey,  who  was  born  near  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  in  1836.     They  have  one  child  living, 
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Nettie,  the  wife  of    Dr.   T.  G.  Roberts,  of   Wjish- 
ington. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  18.')7,  Mr.  Wagner  came  to 
W.nshington,  Iowa,  ami  at  once  engaged  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  trade,  in  whicli  line  he  continned  for 
twenty-five  years.  On  account  of  failing  health 
he  had  to  abandon  the  business,  and  engage  in 
some  occupation  that  would  be  less  confiniTig,  and 
take  him  more  in  the  open  air.  Accordingly  he 
coramenceil  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  in  which  he 
has  been  eminently  successful,  having  a  stable  of 
some  of  the  best  stock  in  the  State.  In  another 
part  of  this  work  is  a  statement  of  what  lias  been 
done  by  .Mr.  Wagner  in  tine  stock  In  W.ashington 
County. 
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WILLIAM  MOORE,  residing  on  secticm  33, 
Wiishingtou  Township,  is  well  known  to 
almost  every  citizen.  Since  a  boy  he  has 
been  known  as  Uncle  Bill^-  Moore.  He  is  now  one 
of  the  oldest  living  settlers  of  Washington  Count}'. 
He  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  27, 
1826,  and  when  but  ten  years  of  age  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  reside,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
Henrj'  County,  Iowa.  Tiie  educational  advantages 
enjoyed  by  him  were  very  meagre  indeed.  In  the 
earl}-  daj's  there  was  no  free  school,  and  as  settle- 
ments in  a  new  country  were  few  and  far  between, 
and  but  few  scholars  could  be  gathered  together  in 
.any  neigliborhood,  it  m.ay  well  be  understood  tiiat 
first-class  teachers  could  not  usually  be  employed. 
A  subscription  was  usually  started,  .and  as  much  as 
possible  raised  for  the  employment  of  a  teacher, 
and  in  these  subscription  schools,  .as  they  were 
known,  he  obtained  the  rucliments  of  an  Knglish 
education.  .Shortly  after  coming  to  tiiis  county 
his  mother  gave  n|)her  kitchen  for  school  purposes, 
and  in  his  father's  house  was  taught  the  first  term 
of  school  in  Washington  Township,  .Tohn  Embrey 
being  the  first  teaciier,  and  leceiving  >il()  i)er  month. 
In  tills  new  country  William  .Moore  grew  to 
maMliood.  and  in  18.53  was  united  in  marriagt'  with 
Miss  Cynthia  A.  Tiiompson,  a  native  of  Putnam 
Count}',  Ind.,  born  in  1834.  She  w.as  left  an  or- 
phan at  a  very  early  age.      By  this  union  there  are 


ten  children:  Richard  F.,  of  Washington ;  Martha 
A.,  the  wife  of  Ezra  Eckerman,of  .Saunders  County, 
Neb.;  James  L.,  of  this  county;  Charles  G.,  Re- 
t)ecca  E.,  Jlary  .1.,  Margaret  A. ;  Arab  Almira  died 
in  the  spring  of  1885,  of  consumption,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years;  Jesse  T.  and  Dolly  Belle,  at  home. 
Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore 
united  with  the  Christian  Church,  and  of  the  con- 
gregation in  the  township  of  Marion,  Mr.  Moore 
has  now  been  an  Elder  for  thirty  years.  In  the 
work  of  the  (Jhurch  he  has  always  taken  a  special 
delight,  and  h.as  given  much  of  his  time  and  means 
for  the  advancement  of  the  cause.  He  is  enthusi- 
astic in  the  work,  and  is  well  posted  in  the  Script- 
ures, especially  in  the  New  Testament.  He  is  ever 
ready  to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in  him. 
It  can  truly  be  said  of  Mr.  Moore  that  he  has  been 
an  eye  witness  and  participant  in  all  the  changes 
that  have  occurred  in  transforming  the  wilderness 
into  a  fertile  country,  which  now  "blossoms  as  the 
rose."  It  ij  a  pleasure  to  him  to  recall  pioneer 
days,  and  in  all  pioneer  gatherings  he  is  the  center 
of  a  group  of  friends.  Like  his  father  before  him, 
he  is  hospitable  in  the  extreme,  and  takes  great 
delight  in  entertaining  his  friends. 


^^ 
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ellARLES  MILLER  resides  upon  section  4, 
Marion  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is 
a  native  of  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  born  in 
1814,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Miller, 
the  former  a  native  of  Penusj-lvania  and  the  latter 
of  Ireland.  When  Charles  was  seven  years  old  his 
father  moved  to  Wayne  County,  (Jhio,  and  there 
cleared  a  farm  In  tlie  lieavy  timber.  As  soon  as 
old  enough  he  was  required  to  .assist  his  father  in 
tiie  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

Wiieii  nineteen  years  of  age  our  subject  went  to 
Pltlslmrgh,  Pa.,  where  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
liarness  trade,  but  remained  only  one  year,  going 
from  there  to  a  brother  residing  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  and  then  returning  lionie,  where  he 
remained  till  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  then 
went  to  Henderson  County,  Ky.,  where  he  was 
four  or  five  years  engaged  in  working  on  the  locks 
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in  Oreen  River.  From  Henderson  County  he 
went  to  Warren  County,  Kj'.,  where  he  helped  con- 
struct a  lock  on  Barren  River,  near  Bowling  Green, 
and  was  there  some  three  years.  Again  returning  to 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  he  remained  till  1S56,  em- 
ployed principally  in  teaming  and  as  a  day  laborer. 

In  the  latter-named  year  JNIr.  Miller  came  to 
Washington  County,  making  the  entire  trip  witii 
teams,  and  during  the  summer  folhjwing  was  en- 
gaged in  the  butchering  business  at  Washington. 
In  the  fall  of  1 85G  he  settled  on  section  4,  Marion 
Township,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
partially'  improved  laud.  Here  he  still  lives,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  213  acres  of  land,  all  of  which 
is  under  fence,  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
On  the  Ifith  of  October,  18(jl.  he  married  Charlotte 
Wilson,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them — Benjamin  F.,  Charles  W.  and 
Joseph  A.      Mrs.  Miller  died  Feb.  21,  18G8. 

The  bo^'hood  and  youth  of  Mr.  Miller  were  spent 
under  great  disadvantages,  he  never  having  bad  an 
opportunity  of  attending  school,  and  until  thirt3'-five 
j'ears  of  age  could  neither  read  nor  write.  He  then 
learned  to  do  both,  and  since  that  time,  by  read- 
ing and  observation,  has  acquired  a  considerable 
fund  of  information,  and  is  able  to  express  himself 
intelligently  ui)on  almost  everj'  subject,  (ioing 
out  into  the  world  without  a  dollar,  by  hard  work 
and  rigid  economy,  he  has  acquired  sufHcieut  of 
this  world's  goods  to  render  him  comfortable 
through  life.  In  politics,  he  is  liberal,  voting  for 
such  men  as  he  thinks  qualified  for  the  office  to 
which  they  aspire.  Religious!}',  he  advocates  the 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  that  body. 
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POSTON    is    engaged    in 


L  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  12, 
Seventy-Six  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Hampshire  Count}',  Va.,  in  1825,  and  is 
the  son  of  Alexander  and  Jlelinda  Poston,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Hampshire  County,  Va.,  the 


former  being  of  Welsh  descent  and  the  latter  of 
Irish.  His  grandfather,  Ellas  Poston,  was  a  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  had  eight 
brothers  who  were  officers  in  the  State  militia.  His 
grandmother  on  his  mother's  side  was  an  aunt  of 
the  celebrated  .Joe  Johnston,  who  was  a  noted  rebel 
(General  during  the  war  of  the   Rebellion. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were  p.assed 
on  a  farm  and  in  working  in  a  mill,  which  occupa- 
tion he  continued  until  he  was.  eighteen  years  old. 
His  primar}'  education  was  received  in  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  his  native  State.  This  was 
supplemented  by  a  six  mouths'  attendance  in  the 
Athens  (Ohio)  College.  In  the  fall  of  1840  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Athens  County.  Ohio, 
and  there  remained,  engaged  in  milling  and  mer- 
chandising, until  the  spring  of  1844,  when  he  came 
with  them  to  Iowa.  They  located  in  Wapello 
County,  near  Ottumwa,  where  his  father  died  in 
1850,  aged  seventy-seven.  His  mother  died  in 
1880,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  She  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ciuirch. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1864.  On  the  1st  of  December  of 
that  year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Martha  J.  Grimes,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and 
daughter  of  William  B.  and  Margaret  (Alexander) 
Grimes,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the 
latter  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Poston  was  converted  in 
1850,  and  in  1855  entered  the  Iowa  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  1860  was 
ordained  an  Elder  at  Burlington.  He  had  charge 
of  the  Unionville  Circuit  two  years  before  he 
joined  the  Conference,  in  1855.  In  the  active 
work  of  the  ministry  he  was  engaged  until  ap- 
pointed Chaplain  of  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry  in  1863. 
As  Chaplain  he  served  two  years,  when  the  regi- 
ment was  engaged  in  the  battles  ol  Jackson,  Miss., 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  battles  of  Raymond,  Champion 
Hills,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  Mobile,  Ala. 

At  the  close  of  tlie  war  our  subject  located  in 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged 
in  buying  and  shipping  stock.  He  then  resumed 
the  ministrj%  and  vvas  actively  engaged  for  eight 
years.  In  1874  he  came  to  Washington  County 
and  took  charge  of  the  Lexington  and  Richmond 
Churches.     He  continued  in  the  work  in  this  sec- 
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tion  five  years.  While  in  charge  of  those  churches 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  12, 
Seventy-Six  Township,  to  which  he  removed,  and 
where  he  still  eontitiues  to  reside.  At  present  he 
is  not  actively  engaged  in  ministerial  work,  but  is 
giving  his  time  to  the  improvement  of  his  farm. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poston  have  three  children:  Vir- 
ginia Josephine,  now  the  wife  of  F.  Smith,  of 
Riverside,  Washington  County,  where  she  has  been 
engaged  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  for  seven 
j^e.irs;  she  has  taught  altogether  in  Washington 
County  thirteen  j'cars.  Milton  Bascom  is  engaged 
in  railroading  in  the  Indian  Territory;  Debbie 
Kate  is  the  wife  of  Klecse  Ilartnian,  a  farmer  in 
.Jackson  Township.  Mr.  I'oston  is  a  man  of  'fine 
abiiilies,  and  although  not  having  tlie  advantages 
of  a  regular  collegiate  education,  he  has  studied 
much  and  rettected  more  upon  what  he  has. read, 
until  to-day  he  is  one  of  the  best  iuft>rnied  men  in 
Washington  County.  In  his  younger  days  he  ad- 
vocated the  principles  of  the  Whig  party,  and  be- 
ing strongly  opposed  to  slavery,  having  been  an 
eye  witness  of  its  evils,  shortly  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  liepulilicun  party  he  began  to  advocate 
its  iirinciples.  He  continued  to  act  with  that  party 
until  1S73,  when,  believing  that  many  of  its  lead- 
ers had  become  corrupt,  he  became  identified  with 
those  adv(jeating  what  was  known  as  tiie  anti- 
monopoly  doctrine.  The  anti-monopolists  were 
merged  into  the  Greenback  party,  and  as  one 
holding  the  views  of  that  party,  he  has  since  con- 
tinue<l  to  act  with  it.  A  strong  temperance  man, 
he  is  never  afraid  to  express  himself  upon  that 
question.  In  1  s«()  lie  was  honored  by  his  part}- 
with  the  nomination  of  .State  .Senator,  but  this 
being  a  strong  Republican  district,  he  was  not 
elected. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Poston  remained  in  Indiana, 
where  her  father  died  in  1 881 ,  at  the  age  of  seventj'- 
six  years.  Her  mother  died  June  24,  1886,  in  the 
same  pl.ace,  at  seventy-four  3'ears  of  age.  The}' 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Lucinda,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Grimes,  of  Russellville.  Ind. ;  William,  now  resid- 
ing in  .Missouri;  Martha  J.,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject;   Hugh,  a  farmer,  residing  in  Lucas  County, 


Iowa;  Stephen,  a  farmer,  now  in  Anderson  County, 
Kan.;  Benjamin,  now  residing  in  Russellville,  Ind., 
and  Daniel  A.,  a  minister  of  the  old  Illinois  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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S?  OBANA  WATERS,  deceased,  was  born  at 
I  1^  McKeesport,  P:i.,  Dec.  9,  I.Sol.  He  was  the 
jlL^i  3'oungest  of  three  children,  two  of  whom 
survive  him,  a  sister,  Mrs.  .S.  J.  .Simpson,  resiiling 
at  Latr<5^)e,  Pa.,  and  William  Waters,  residing  at 
Colorado  Springs,  Col.  \\'lien  Lobana  was  three 
years  of  age  he  was  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his 
father.  He  was  then  taken  into  the  family  of 
S"i9.muel  Waters,  living  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
.■ind  by  him  nurtured  and  cared  for  as  a  sou.  The 
intluences  surruuniliug  his  youth  were  of  the  best, 
and  his  education  was  wisely  directed  in  those 
ciiannels  which  should  prove  most  useful  in  mature 
years.  In  18GU,  Samuel  Waters  brought  his  family 
to  Iowa,  settling  in  Washington  County.  Young 
Waters  came  with  him  and  grew  to  high  favor  and 
social  position  among  his  associates.  Washington's 
schools  were  the  source  from  which  he  acquired 
largelj'  that  knowledge  of  books  which  was  to 
prove  of  such  value  in  his  intercourse  with  men. 

Possessed  of  great  courage,  always  self-reliant, 
and  disposed  to  accomplish  for  himself  what  others 
would  have  cheerfully  supplied,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  our  subject  began  the  acquisition  of  a 
trade.  Following  the  bent  of  his  mind,  he  entered 
the  printing-ollice  of  John  Wiseman,  then  pro- 
prietor of  the  Washington  Gazette.  In  this  new 
field  he  established  himself  firmlj'  in  the  good 
opinion  of  his  friends,  and  in  his  aptness  and  dili- 
gence justified  their  expectations.  His  conduct  was 
exemplary.  Though  possessed  of  a  large  share  of 
that  buoj'ancy  and  lightness  of  heart  natural  to  his 
age,  his  dealings  with  his  employer  and  others  were 
char.actcri/.ed  b^'  strict  integrity,  which  developed 
into  a  wonderful  probity  of  character  in  his  man- 
hood. Completing  his  apprenticeship  in  the  Gazette 
office,  he  went  to  the  West,  where  it  was  suppo.sed 
greater  advantages  awaited  the  vigorous  brain  and 
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brav?n  required  in  the  development  of  a  new  coun- 
try. He  eventually  located  at  Lone  Tree,  Neb., 
and  started  the  first  newspaper  in  that  county,  con- 
ducting it  successfully  until  near  the  close  of  1874. 

The  young  pioneer  still  possessed  a  large  amount 
of  that  spirit  of  dash  and  adventure  which  induced 
him  to  leave  the  old  roof-tree,  and  tertninating  his 
connection  with  the  paper,  he  roughed  it  on  the 
plains  of  Colorado  and  Kansas  during  the  winter  of 
1875,  when  he  returned  to  Washington.  His  skill, 
industry  and  superior  attainments  found  ready  em- 
ployment as  foreman  on  the  Gazette,  still  under  the 
control  of  its  editor,  Mr.  Wiseman,  which  posi- 
tion he  acceptably  occupied  until  1877,  when  fail- 
ing health  induced  a  visit  to  Colorado.  He  remained 
away  several  months,  visiting  New  Mexico  and 
Texas,  and  early  in  the  winter  of  1878  returned  to 
Washington.  The  rest  was  succeeded  by  a  de- 
termination to  study  law,  which  was  begun  in  the 
office  of  G.  G.  Rodman;  this  he  prosecuted,  with 
that  peculiar  industry  which  characterized  the  man. 
His  progress  was  rapid,  and  to  himself  and  friends 
satisfactory.  In  the  fall  of  187'J,  W.  N.  Hood  in- 
duced Mr.  Waters  to  assume  the  position  of  editor 
of  the  W.ashington  Democrat  and  his  ambition  be- 
came to  exalt  and  build  it  up  to  a  commanding 
position.  The  best  efforts  of  his  life  were  given 
to  the  few  short  years  spent  in  this,  his  last,  most 
pretentious  enterprise,  and  his  efforts  were  not  with- 
out success. 

Mr.  Waters  was  a  member  of  no  Church,  but  his 
views  upon  religious  subjects  were  of  that  nature 
which  gave  effect  to  the  good  there  is  in  man  hy 
the  exercise  of  a  broad  eharitj',  which  condemned 
none,  which  yielded  to  the  demands  of  conscience, 
and  found  in  him  an  exponent  of  "good-will  toward 
men."  In  his  intercourse  with  men  he  was  light- 
hearted  and  jovial.  Always  courteous,  and  closely 
observant  of  the  rights  of  others,  he  drew  into  a 
near  relation  with  himself  man}'  friends,  who,  wit- 
nessing his  steady  decline  in  health,  felt  the 
certainty  of  a  fatal  termination  of  his  malady.  It 
was  believed  that  the  pure  air  of  Colorado  would 
afford  relief,  and  in  the  summer  of  1881  Mr.  Waters 
went  to  Colorado  .Springs.  For  about  ten  days 
after  arriving  in  that  city,  he  steadily  improved, 
when  nature  seemed  to  give  way,  leaving  him  in  a 


state  of  almost  complete  nervous  exhaustion.  He 
was  tenderly  cared  for  by  his  brother,  who  returned 
to  Washington  with  him  on  Saturday  evening,  Sept. 
3,  1881,  where  he  lingered  until  the  14th  of  the 
same  month,  and  then  passed  away.  His  courage 
never  flagged,  and  in  all  the  trying  circumstances 
which  surrounded  the  last  moments  of  his  life  he  did 
not  murmur  or  complain,  but  boldly  facing  the  ap- 
proach of  the  inevitable,  when  it  came  he  stepped 
down  into  the  dark  waters  and  crossed  the  shadowy 
tide  with  a  firm  reliance  in  the  love  and  mercy  of 
Him  who  holds  our  destinies  in  His  hands. 


R.  A.  W.  CHILCOTE,  a  resident  and 
jY  prominent  citizen  of  Washington,  and 
vgjl^^  whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the  opposite 
^^^  P'ige,  furnishes  a  notable  instance  of  the 

results  attendant  upon  a  life  of  active  and  useful 
endeavor.  History  has  long  since  established  the 
fact,  that  our  best  and  greatest  men  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  ranks  of  those  ennobled  by 
birth,  or  surrounded  from  childhood  with  every 
facility  for  education  or  moral  and  social  culture. 
The  finest  natures  are,  indisputably,  those  who  over- 
ride with  their  latent  force  and  mental  power  every 
obstacle,  and  aim,  by  virtue  of  their  indomitable 
wills,  that  honorable  precedence  among  men  that, 
if  conferred  solely  by  the  accident  of  birth,  is  far 
less  the  merit  than  the  good  fortune  of  its 
possessor. 

Our  subject's  father,  Ensor  Chilcote,  of  Somerset, 
Ohio,  was  a  man  of  moderate  fortune;  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  in  all  the  high  moral  reforms  of  the 
daj',  an  uncompromising  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  yet  with  the  grace  of  generosity 
to  make  his  almost  puritanical  strictness  lovable. 
His  mother,  Mary  (Waters)  Chilcote,  was  an  En- 
glish woman  by  birth,  but  with  all  the  intense  de- 
votion of  her  noble  nature  she  loved  her  adopted 
country.  Her  Christian  traits  were  so  manifold 
and  beautiful,  that  in  her  home  was  perpetual  sun- 
shine. 

With  no  inheritance  save  the  priceless  one  of  in- 
born honor  and  integrity.  Dr.  Chilcote  was  born  in 
Somerset,   Ohio,    in   the  year    1825.      From    this 
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period  until  tlie  fall  of  1841,  his  life  was  unevent- 
ful, except  in  su  far  as  it  laid  foundations,  broad  and 
deep,  whereon  to  rear  the  bulwarks  of  a  noble  life. 
His  education  was  confined  to  tlie  practical  and  not 
altogether  coiuprehensive  routine  peculiar  to  com- 
mon schools  of  that  day.  Limited  as  were  bis  edu- 
cational resources,  however,  be  must  have  evolved 
from  tlicni  the  elements  of  success,  for  the  autumn 
of  1<'<41  found  liini  an  emincntlv  successful  teacher 
in  the  Curian  district  in  hi*  native  count}'.  He 
continued  his  supervision  of  his  school  for  five  con- 
secutive winters,  three  of  the  intervening  summers 
having  been  spent  in  attending  scliool. 

In  1844  lie  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Stone,  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  popular  physicians  of  his  day.  He 
remained  a  student  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Stone  until 
the  spring  of  1  847,  when,  desiring  a  more  extended 
experience  and  kiu)wlcdge  of  life,  be  left  his  native 
town,  traveling  over  the  greater  portion  of  AVestern 
Ohio  and  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  at  that  date 
had  fairly  commenced  its  present  attainment  of 
political  and  social  importance.  Finding  a  fresh 
suppl}'  of  funds  indispensable  to  the  ctintinuation 
of  bis  jonrne}-,  he  opened  a  school  at  Jiridgeport, 
a  small  town  ten  miles  west  of  Indianapolis,  llis 
peculiar  fitness  for  this  work  was  demonstrated  by 
the  very  decided  effort  made  to  retain  him  after 
the  expiration  of  his  four  months'  term.  Having 
fully  resolved,  however,  upon  completing  his  medi- 
cal studies  without  loss  of  time,  he  declined  the 
importunities  of  his  patrons,  returned  to  Somerset, 
and  placed  himself  under  the  instructions  of  Dr. 
Hood,  one  of  its  leading  physicians. 

During  the  following  spring  be  returned  to  In- 
diana, aixl  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  J.  A. 
Ballard,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  John  liallard,  of 
Bridgeport,  a  prominent  man  in  his  town  and 
county,  and  a  member  of  a  large  and  influential 
family.  Having  by  this  time  acquired  the  title  of 
M.  D.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  located,  with  his 
young  wife,  in  the  town  of  Perkinsville,  on  White 
River,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine. 
At  the  end  of  one  year,  while  rapidly  acquiring  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  he  found  his  general 
health  failing  and  his  eyesiglit  becoming  so  much 
impaired     that    abandonment    of    his    profession 


seemed  inevitable.  It  was  a  terrible  disappoint- 
ment, in  the  first  flush  of  gratified  ambition,  t(j  give 
up  his  long  cherished  hope  of  attaining  eminence 
in  his  profession.  But  with  characteristic  fortitude 
and  pbiloso[)liy  be  yielded  to  the  inevitable,  and  es- 
tablishing himself  in  Danville,  Hendricks  Co.,  Ind., 
opened  a  drug-store.  It  proved  under  his  efficient 
management,  a  fortunate  venture,  and  he  was  in- 
dulging in  fresh  anticipations  of  success,  when,  in 
18.")2,  a  disastrous  fire  occurred,  sweeping  awa}'  the 
greater  part  of  the  business  portion  of  the  town, 
destroying  utterly  his  business  and  his  home,  and, 
as  he  was  without  insurance,  leaving  him  penniless. 
With  the  same  indomitable  euerg}'  that  sustained 
them  in  the  first  disapijoinlnieiit,  the  Doctor  and 
his  wife  placed  the  remnant  of  their  stock  in  trade 
in  a  one-horse  buggy,  and,  with  undaunted  courage, 
set  their  faces  westward. 

Attracted  by  the  fine  location  and  scenery  of 
Washington,  then  a  small  town  of  but  300  inhabit- 
ants, the  Doctor  determined  to  open  a  drug-store 
there.  His  commencement  w.as  necessarily  on  a 
very  limited  scale,  but  bis  perseverance  and  close 
attention  to  business  could  not  fail  of  results.  The 
[)assiiig  years  brought  with  them  increasing  success, 
until,  in  18G8,  he  found  himself  the  proprietor  of 
a  business  that,  for  a  western  town,  was  exception- 
ally large  ami  thriving.  Having  at  this  period 
won  the  unbounded  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  he  retired  from  the  drug  business 
and  interested  himself  in  the  organization  of  the 
Farmers  and  Merchants'  Bank,  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000,  since  which  time  it  has  changed  to  the 
Washington  National,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of 
§100,000,  and  by  good  management  and  careful 
financiering  has  already  laid  up  a  surplus  fund  of 
$50,000  after  p.aying  good  dividends  to  its  stock- 
holders. Dr.  Chilcote  has  filled  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent since  its  c>rganization,  and  with  the  un- 
bounded confidence  of  the  pcopU'  in  this  institu- 
tion and  its  officers,  and  their  safe  and  honorable 
management,  no  bank  offers  a  more  safe  and  secure 
means  for  commercial  transactions  than  the  Wash- 
ington National. 

The  foregoing  sketch  needs  little  in  the  way  of 
summing  up.  Character,  like  capital,  is  earned  by 
long  and  meritorious  effort,  and  those  of  the  rising 
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generation  who  desire  to  emulate  Dr.  Cliilcote's  ex- 
ample and  attain  his  present  honorable  position, 
must  not  forget  that  the  iniatory  steps  are  perse- 
verance, moral  courage  and   unswerving  integrity. 


STROMAS  W.  THOMAS,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  on  section  8,  Washington  Township,  is 
a  native  of  .South  Wales,  born  Aug.  31,  1830, 
and  is  a  son  of  Christmas  and  Margaret  Thomas, 
both  natives  of  Cardiganshire,  .South  Wales,  who 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1842,  and  settled 
in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Evan 
and  David,  residing  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and 
Thomas  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Both  par- 
ents died  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  They  were 
reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith,  but  at  the  time  they 
came  to  America,  not  finding  a  church  of  that  faith 
in  the  vicinity  of  their  home,  thej'  united  with  the 
Congregationalists. 

Thomas  W.  Thomas  was  twelve  years  of  age  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  country.  In  18n4 
he  left  Ohio  and  came  to  Iowa,  and  located  ui^on 
the  big  prairie  in  Des  Moines  County',  and  was 
among  the  first  to  leave  the  timber  and  settle  upon 
the  rich  prairie  land.  At  the  time  of  his  location 
in  Dcs  Moines  County,  wild  game  was  abundant, 
and  there  was  no  trouble  in  procuring  all  necessary 
for  family  use.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  he  broke 
some  sod  and  planted  corn.  The  following  fall  the 
wild  geese  took  it  all  before  he  had  time  to  gather 
it.  Mr.  Thomas  was  married  in  Des  Moines  County, 
Jul}'  8,  185U,  to  Miss  Ann  Jones,  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Jones.  She  was  bora  in  London,  En- 
gland, in  1840.  B}- this  union  there  are  eleven  chil- 
dren: Hattie  E.,  born  March  23,  1857;  Judson  P., 
April  25,  1859;  John  W.,  Oct.  10,  1860;  Evan  E., 
March  14,  1862;  Mary  F.,  Nov.  18,  1863;  Ben- 
jamin F.,  Aug.  15,  1865;  Sarah  E.,  April  11,  1867; 
Edwin  8.,  Jan.  24,  1870;  David  A.,  Oct.  20,  1872; 
Charles  8.,  Nov.  30,  1876;  Cleveland  L.,  Jan.  18, 
1885. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Thomas  came  to  Washington  Coun- 
ty, and  purchased  the  Bodkin  farm  on  section  8, 
known  as  the  Rose  Hill  farm,  where  he  has  since 
4m 


continued  to  reside.  The  farm  consists  of  140 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city  of  Washington  and 
valued  at  $75  per  acre.  He  also  owns  254  acres  in 
Des  Moines  County,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  valued  at  $50  per  acre.  Roscoe 
Station  on  the  B.  &  W.  R.  R.  is  situated  on  this 
land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.     Politically  he  is   a   stanch    sup- 

!   porter  of  the  Democratic  party. 

I  Commencing  life  on  the  lower  rounds  of  the  lad- 
der,  he  has  mounted  step  hy  step,  until  he  occupies 
a  secure  position,  surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  his 
later  days.  The  toils  and  privations  of  the  past, 
the  family'  experienced  to  the  fullest  extent,  but 
now  plenty  abounds. 
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G.  TORBET  is  a  retired  farmer  residing  on 
section  23,  Oregon  Township,  where  he  is 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  is  a 
native  of  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  born 
March  8,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Pax- 
ton)  Torbet,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  married 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  till  1833,  when 
they  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  where  they 
subsequently  died.  They  reared  a  family  of  ten 
children,  J.  G.  being  the  ninth. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  has  gen- 
erally followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  through 
life.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for 
several  years,  and  then  returned  to  the  farm.  He 
was  married  in  Mercer  County,  111.,  in  1857,  to 
Nancy  Stewart,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  Stew- 
art, who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Mercer 
County,  and  who  there  died  some  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Torbet  was  born  in  Union  County,  Ind.,  in  1826. 
They  have  had  four  children — Mary,  Ella,  James 
W.  and  John — all  of  whom  are  now  residing  at 
home. 

Mr.  Torbet  grew  to  manhood  in  Ohio,  and  from 
there,  when  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  moved 
to  Mercer  County,  111.,  where  he  remained  until 
1882,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Washington  County, 
and  settled  upon  his  present  farm,  where  he  built  a 
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fine  residence  at  a  cost  of  12,000.  Everything 
around  iiiin  denotes  thrift  and  enterprise.  Start- 
ing in  life  poor,  by  hard  labor,  economy  and  good 
manajioment,  assisted  by  his  amiable  wife,  he  has 
aocpiired  a  nice  property  and  a  good  home  in  which 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Torbet  are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  their  lives  try  to  exemplify  the 
teachings  of  our  Savior.  The  two  daughters  are 
also  members  of  tiie  same  Church.  Both  are  highlj' 
respected  and  classed  among  the  best  citizens  of 
Washington  County. 

l«s^>  IDNEY  COON  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
^^^  residing  on  section  11,  Highland  Town- 
|(l/jj)  siiip.  He  is  a  native  of  Washington  Coun- 
ty, born  Sept.  25,  KSflH,  and  is  a  son  of 
Preserved  B.  and  Hebecca  A.  (.lones)  Coou,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Preseived  B.  Coon  was  born  in  lH17,and 
was  married  in  Allen  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  10,  1846, 
to  Rebecca  A.  .Jones,  a  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
Mary  S.  (Collins)  Jones.  They  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coon,  believing  it 
would  be  for  their  best  interests,  determined  to 
leave  Indiana  and  settle  in  a  new  country',  there- 
fore, in  1^!.")G  tlie\'  i)acked  all  their  household  goods 
in  u  lunilier  wagon,  and  with  two  yoke  of  oxen, 
drove  from  Allen  County,  Ind.,  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  located  upon  section  11,  High- 
land 'l"owMslii|i,  where  they  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  what  was  tlien  wild  prairie  land.  At  that  time 
there  were  few  people  living  upon  the  prairie,  the 
family  of  Mr.  Coon  being  among  the  first  to  settle 
in  Highland  Townsiiip.  On  this  farm  Preserved 
Coon  remained  luilil  his  deiilh,  which  occurred 
June  24,  188G.  He  left  a  widow  and  two  children, 
Siduej',  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Clarissa  J., 
of  Kansas. 

Preserved  B.  Coon  was  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Highland  Township  during  his 
residenci;  lliere.  Being  a  public-spirited  man,  and 
willing  to  do  all  that  he  c<^uld  to  advance  the 
interests  of  his  township,  he  served  in  nearly 
every  township  otlice,  and  was  a  Justice  of  the 
4» 


Peace  for  eighteen  years.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Ihe  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  countj'  for 
two  years,  and  was  well  and  favoralily  known 
throughout  its  length  and  breadth.  In  his  death 
the  ccmnty  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens,  the  wife  a 
kind  and  affectionate  husband,  and  the  children  an 
indulgent  jjarent.  Mrs.  Coon  still  resides  upon  the 
lK)me  farm,  where  she  has  now  lived  for  thirty -one 
years.  She  is  a  woman  who  has  attended  faithfully 
to  her  duties  as  a  wife  and  mother,  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 

Sidney  Coon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Washington  Count}'.  Since 
the  death  of  his  father  he  has  had  charge  of  the 
home  farm,  which  he  cultivates,  and  in  addition, 
is  the  owner  of  IGO  acre^  of  land.  He  was  married, 
in  1879,  to  Miss  Almira  J.  Richardson,  a  native  of 
(;aIli[)olis,  Ohio,  born  in  18.")().  and  daughter  of 
Louis  K.  and  .Sarah  Richardson.  Three  children 
have  blessed  their  union — .loseph  1...  Preserved  L. 
and  Ira  A.  While  a  j'oung  man  .Mr.  Coon  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  now  living  in 
Highland  Township.  He  has  held  several  of  the 
minor  township  olllecs,  and  Is  at  present  Township 
Assessor.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  The  farm 
on  which  he  resides  is  proof  that  he  is  a  practical 
farmer.  Kverything  Is  kept  in  good  order,  and  the 
improvements  are  of  the  best. 


-*- 


AMES  STRAIN,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
on  section  9,  Oregon  Townshi(),  is  a  native 
of  Mercer  County.  Pa.,  born  Oct.  22.  1827, 
(^^//  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Bu- 
chanan) Strain,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  hascon- 
tinned  thus  far  throngii  life.  The  educational  ad- 
vantages received  by  him  were  very  limited.  In 
1852  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  La  Porte 
County,  Ind.,  with  Ann  Ilodson,  a  daughter  of 
\\illlani  and  Ann  (Lister)  Hodson,  who  were  na- 
tives of  England,  l)Ut  who  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try at  an  early  day.  .Soon  after  his  marriage  he 
came  with  his  young  wife  to  Washington  County, 
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Iowa,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Oregon  Township,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  eighty  acres,  making  him  a  fine  farm  of  a 
quarter  section  of  most  excellent  land.  This  ho 
has  well  improved,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  in 
the  townshii),  with  a  good  dwelling-house,  barn, 
and  all  necessary  out-bnildings  for  properly  carry- 
ing on  a  general  farm,  together  with  stock-raising. 
When  he  located  here  the  land  was  an  unbroken 
prairie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strain  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Emraett  married  Lizzie  Marr,  and  they  have 
two  children — Willie  and  Pearl;  Lizzie,  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  Raymond,  of  Nebraska,  has  two 
children — Willie  and  Alfred ;  William  married 
Bell  Fitzgerald;  .leunie  is  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Chatfield,  of  Nebraslva;  John,  Florence,  Alice 
and  James  are  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Strain 
is  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Strain  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

James  Strain,  like  many  others  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Washington  County,  commenced 
life  a  poor  man,  inheriting  no  property,  the  flue  farm 
and  other  property  which  he  now  enjoys  being  ob- 
tained by  his  own  labor,  assisted  by  that  of  his 
wife.  To  acquire  what  he  now  has  often  required 
rigid  economy  and  self-denial ;  but  now,  as  old  age 
comes  on,  he  has  no  need  to  worry,  and  can  take 
life  in  an  easy  manner,  knowing  that  .all  is  well. 


MITH  AND  ROBERT  J.  GUTHRIE  are  en- 
gaged in  genei'.al  farming  and  stock-raising 
on  section  5,  Highland  Township,  where 
thej'  jointly  own  120  acres  of  fine  land,  all 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  They  are  the 
sons  of  Robert  J.  and  Mary  Guthrie,  who  emigrated 
to  America  with  their  parents  vvlien  children,  and 
settled  in  New  York,  and  there  both  departed 
this  life  some  years  ago.  The  former  parent  was 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Scotland. 
Smith  Guthrie,  the  elder  of  the  two  brothers,  was 
born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835,  while 
Robert  J.  was  born  in  the  same  county  May  3, 
1846.  Both  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  and  were  educated  in  the 
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common  schools  of  their  native  county.  Farm- 
ing h.as  been  their  life-hmg  work.- 

In  18(J7  the  brothers  came  to  Washington 
County,  and  settled  in  Jackson  Townsiiip,  where 
they  remained  three  years.  They  then  |)urchased 
their  present  farm  in  llighl.and  Township,  which 
they  have  since  improved  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township.  In  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing, thej'  have  been  engaged  some  years  in  breed- 
ing fine  stock.  They  have  at  present  three  fine 
Clydesdale  horses,  one  bay  eight  years  old,  weigh- 
ing 1,500  pounds,  and  sixteen  hands  high;  one 
black  weighing  1,600  pounds,  and  a  black  roadster, 
with  vvhite  face.  Much  credit  is  due  to  these 
brothers  for  the  improvement  of  horses  in  Wash- 
ington County.  They  are  classed  among  the  best 
citizens  of  the  county,  and  as  such  are  well  entitled 
to  representation  in  this  work. 

Smith  Guthrie  is  as  yet  unmarried.  Robert  J. 
(iuthrie  was  married  in  this  count3\  in  1883,  to 
Mildred  Donaldson,  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  born  in  1857.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  them — Charlotte  and  David  D.  Politically, 
the  brothers  are  Republicans. 


"\f]  M.  STEWART,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
sides on  section  19,  Oregon  Township,  where 
he  owns  240  acres  of  land,  under  a  high 
(^//  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  born  in 
Beaver  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  5,  1818,  and  is  the  son 
of  Archibald  and  Sarah  (Robinson)  Stewart,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former 
of  Irish  and  the  latter  of  (ierman  and  Irish 
descent.  They  lived  in  Pennsylvania  until  1835, 
at  which  time  they  moved  to  Indiana,  where  they 
remained  until  1857,  and  then  came  west  to  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  where  the  former  died  in  1859,  aged 
seventy-five,  and  the  latter  in  1864,  at  the  .age  of 
seventy-six.  They  were  tlie  parents  of  eleven 
chUdren,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults,  and 
seven  of  whom  are  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  reared  on  a  farm 

and  has  followed  that  occupation  thus  far  through 

life.     He   was  married   in   Dearborn  County,  Ind., 

Nov.  20,   1838,  to   Sus.anna    Mason,    daughter  of 
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Daniel  and  Mnry  Mason,  both  of  whom  were  of 
Oerman  rU-sccnti  She  was  born  April  If),  1819. 
Thej'  have  had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Tiionias  Marr.  and  the 
mother  of  three  children — William,  .lesse  and  Mary ; 
Archibald  married  Nancy  Pratt,  who  died,  leaving 
one  chilli,  Delia,  who  lives  with  her  grandparents; 
Amos  married  Arnieda  Stickl^-,  and  has  live  chil- 
dren— Sejmour,  George,  Charles,  Fannie  and  Lula; 
Martin  resides  at  himie;  John  married  Nola  Owen, 
bj'  whom  he  has  had  four  children — Guy,  Frank, 
Blanchard  and  Percy;  Mar}-,  now  the  wife  of  Amos 
Poland,  has  two  children — Hettie  and  Belle;  Frank 
married  Clara  Walker  and  has  one  ciiild  living, 
Clarence ;  James  married  Delia  Colthurst,  and  has 
one  child,  Mary;  Belle,  the  wife  of  William  Trotter, 
has  three  children — Lettie.  Leonard  and  James. 
Mrs.  Stewart's  parents  died  in  Indiana. 

In  October,  1S53,  Mr.  Stewart  came  with  his 
family  to  Washington  Count}',  Iowa,  and  located 
upon  his  present  farm,  which  was  then  wild  Gov- 
ernment land.  This  farm  he  improved  and  con- 
tinued to  cultivate  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  A,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Jackst)n, 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  tlie  Atlanta  campaign,  the 
battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  with  Sherman  in  his 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  and  in  many  minor  en- 
gagements. He  was  mustered  out  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  June  6,  186.5.  Two  of  his  sons  also  enlisted 
in  the  army,  Archiliald  in  Co.  D,  !)th  Iowa  Vol. 
Cav.,  serving  nearly  three  ^-ears,  and  Amos  in  the 
4th  Iowa  Cavalry,  serving  nearly  two  years.  Dur- 
ing the  absence  of  her  husband  and  sons,  who  were 
engaged  in  fighting  for  the  Union,  Mrs.  Stewart, 
with  her  younger  children,  carried  on  the  farm  in  a 
most  successful  manner.  IV>r  this  she  deserves 
great  praise;  but  to  such  as  her  we  arc  indebted 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  thej-  not  only  be- 
ing willing  to  make  the  sacrifices  necessary,  but 
willing  to  take  upon  themselves  as  great  burdens 
as  were  borne  by  the  soldiers  in  the  field.  When 
the  final  record  is  written,  it  will  be  said  of  her  as 
of  one  of  old,  "She  hath  done  what  she  could." 

As  was  common  to  the  earl}'  settlers  of  this 
county,  Mr.  Stewart  came  here  in  limited  circum- 
stances, and  as  stated,  entered   land  from  the  Gov- 
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ernment.  which  he  pun^hased  at  the  Government 
price  per  acre.  This  laud  has  been  improved  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  farm  is  now  considered  one' 
of  the  best  in  Oregon  Township.  On  the  premises 
is  a  fine  residence,  good  out-buildings,  and  every- 
thing betokens  thrift  and  enterprise.  For  thirty- 
four  years  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  a  resident  of 
Washington  County.  In  the  changes  that  have 
been  made  he  has  l)orne  his  part  honorably  and 
well,  and  as  old  .age  comes  on.  he  can  safely  leave 
the  hard  work  to  others  while  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  a  life  of  industr}'.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican; religiously,  a  Baptist.  During  his  entire  life 
he  has  steered  clear  of  courts,  never  having  had  a 


lawsuit. 
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EV.  FRANCIS  EUGENE  GRUNERT.  p.as- 
tor  of  the  Moravian  Congregation,  at  Grace 
/ir\\\  Hill,  was  born  at  Salem,  N.  C,  Jan.  31, 
1^1859.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Maximilian 
Eugene  Grunert,  was  born  at  Nisky.  Germany, 
Feb.  26,  1823.  He  was  educated  in  the  Paedago- 
gium  and  Theological  Seminar}'  of  the  German 
Province,  and  served  as  teacher  in  its  schools,  and 
after  he  came  to  America,  at  Salem,  N.  C.  On  April 
21,  1851,  he  was  ordained  a  Deacon  of  the  United 
Brethren  (Moravian)  Church,  by  tlie  late  Bishop 
Herman,  and  took  charge  of  the  congregation  at 
Bethanj',  N.  C.  Tiiero  lie  labored  for  six  years, 
and  was  then,  in  1857,  appointed  Assistant  Princi- 
pal of  the  Salem  Female  Academy,  a  boarding- 
school  foryoung  ladies.  In  1866  he  was  constituted 
its  Principal,  and  in  1874,  a  nieml>er  of  the  South- 
ern Provincial  Board,  and  his  connection  with  the 
Academy  continued  for  twenty  3'ears.  In  1877  he 
resigned,  and  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
Church  at  Emaus,  Pa.  There  he  labored  for  only 
two  years,  having,  in  1879,  been  appointed  resi- 
dent Professor  in  tlic  Theological  Sennnary  at 
Bethlehem,  Pa.  This  responsible  position  he  filled 
until  1886,  when  he  resigned  and  retired  to  Naz- 
areth, Pa.,  where  he  died  very  suddenly,  of  apo- 
plexy, on  the  evening  of  June  4.  1887.  On  the 
13th  of  May,  1856,  he  was  ordained  a  Presbyter  by 
the  late  Bishop  Jacobson.  His  .active  service  as  a 
minister  of  the  Church  embr.aced  thirty-five  years. 
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and  was  joyfully  and  zealously  rendered  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  felluwnien.  He 
was  a  genial  companion,  a  ripe  scholar,  an  excellent 
preacher,  and  an  humble  child  of  God.  His  ser- 
mons, whethcn-  in  English  or  German,  always  com- 
manded attention.  They  were  full  of  Christ  and  of 
Christian  experience.  There  are,  in  the  South  and 
North,  many  ready  to  testify  that  he  helped  them 
forward  on  the  waj'  of  life,  that  he  cheered  their 
hearts  with  sweet  promises  eloquently  set  forth, 
that  when  listening  to  him  they  were  borne,  as  on  a 
gently  rippling  current,  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
Savior.     "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

Our  subject's  mother,  Emma  F.  Pfohl,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  L.  T.  Pfohl,  of  Salem,  N.  C,  was  born 
May  '23,  1830,  and  died  Oct.  24,  1862.  She  was  a 
consistent  Christian,  and  brought  up  her  children 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  two  of  whom  are  in  the 
service  of  the  Church,  Mrs.  L.  A.  G.  Smyth,  vvife 
of  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Smyth,  a  Moravian  missionary  on 
the  Island  of  Jamaica,  West  Indies,  and  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  other  two  children  are  serving 
the  Lord  in  the  sphere  of  life  to  which  He  has  called 
them,  the  older  son  in  Salem,  N.  C,  and  the 
younger  daughter  in  Nazareth,  Pa. 

In  early  infancy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  w.-is 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  in  holy  baptism,  and  in  his 
fifteenth  year  made  profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ, 
solemnly  receiving  his  baptismal  covenant  in  the 
rite  of  confirmation,  and  sealing  it  in  the  Lord's 
Supper,  on  Thursday  of  the  Passion  Week,  in  1873. 
In  August,  187.5,  he  entered  the  Moravian  College 
and  Theological  Seminary  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  hav- 
ing received  his  early  education  in  the  parochial 
school  at  Salem,  N.  C.  Junel,  1880,  he  w.as  gradu- 
ated with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  and  in 
September,  the  same  year,  entered  as  teacher  in 
Nazareth  Hall,  a  boarding-school  for  boys,  at  Naz- 
areth. Pa.,  and  continued  in  the  same  institution 
until  1884,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  pastorate 
of  the  Moravian  Church  at  Grace  Hill,  Iowa.  On 
Aug.  24,  1884,  he  w.is  ordained  a  Deacon  of  the 
Church  by  the  late  Bishop  H.  A.  Shultz,  and  on  the 
31st  of  the  same  month,  preached  his  introductory 
sermon  at  his  new  charge,  where  he  has  labored 
faithfully  till  the  present  time.  Having  received 
an  appointment    to  the  English    Congregation    at 
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West  .Salem,  111.,  he  expects  to  remove  there.  On 
Aug.  26,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Gertrude 
C.  Smyth,  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Addie  M. 
(Supplee)  Sm)'th,  of  Philadelphia.  Pa.  They  have 
one  son,  James  Ernest  Grunert,  born  Oct.  4,  1886, 
a  bright  little  boy,  the  joy  of  his  parents. 
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W?ILLIAM  H.  HARDY,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  .Sept.  2,  1834, 
and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Rebecca 
(Brower)  Hardy.  The  paternal  ancesters  were 
German,  and  the  maternal  of  P^nglish  origin,  the 
latter  descending  from  the  famous  Annecke  Jans 
family.  By  trade,  William  Hardy  was  a  carpenter, 
and  his  first  visit  West  was  made  about  1854,  going 
first  to  Chicago,  where  he  worked  .at  his  trade,  then  to 
Aurora,  111.,  from  which  pl.ace  he  returned  to  New 
Jersey  and  was  married  to  Adelia  Curtis.  In  1856, 
he  brought  his  young  wife  to  Iowa,  and  located  on 
a  farm  purchased  near  the  Johnson  County  line, 
upon  which  he  resided  during  the  lifetime  of  his 
wife  Adelia.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  daughters 
and  one  son:  Eureka,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Moffard,  who  is  connected  with  a  railroad  company, 
and  a  resident  of  Jersey  City;  Alice  V.  was  three 
years  of  age  when  her  mother  died,  and  has  been 
reared  by  her  maternal  grandmother,  a  resident  of 
Manasquan,  N.  J. ;  Wallace  L.,  a  resident  of  Iowa 
City,  is  by  trade  a  machinist,  and  an  honor  to  his 
father. 

William  Hardy  w.as  a  finished  workman,  and  al- 
thouo'h  living  on  a  farm,  continued  his  business 
during  his  lifetime.  Not  only  a  contractor  and 
builder,  he  was  also  a  cabinet-maker,  and  many 
pieces  of  furniture  adorn  the  home  of  his  widow 
left  as  mementoes  of  his  skill.  His  first  wife  died 
in  1865,  and  Jan.  14,  1869,  his  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Eliza  C.  (Rose)  Hunt  was  celebrated.  She  was  the 
widow  of  N.  P.  Hunt,  who  in  one  of  the  overland 
trips  made  by  our  subject  accompanied  him  to 
California.  Mr.  Hunt  wedded  Eliza  C.  Rose  after 
his  return,  Aug.  31,  1865,  and  survived  only  six 
weeks.  He  was  a  native  of  Fairhaven,  Vt,  and  was 
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a  noted  teacher  in  this  county  prior  to  his  death. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  temperance  cause, 
and  while  in  California  became  a  member  of  Mich- 
igan City  California  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, and  Mrs.  Hunt  received  a  kind  letter  of 
condolence  from  the  order  after  his  death  occurred. 
One  son,  Alva  B.,  graced  the  second  marriage  of 
our  subject,  now  a  young  man  full  of  promise,  who 
resides  with  his  mother  and  manages  a  nice  farm 
left  as  patrimony  of  her  father.  William  H.  Hard}' 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was 
mourned  not  only  them  but  by  the  entire  communi- 
ty. His  death  occurred  Fell.  12,  1X87.  He  was  in  his 
fifty-third  year  and  prior  to  his  last  illness  was  in 
perfect  health.  In  a  few  days  his  decline  became 
marked,  and  as  the  bright  sun  sinks  from  a  cloud- 
less sky,  so  passed  away  the  spirit  of  a  man  that  all 
loved  and  respected. 

Mrs.  Eliza  C.  Hard}'  is  the  daughter  of  Alva  B. 
and  Margaret  A.  (Stewart)  Rose,  who  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Washington  County,  which 
was  then  part  of  a  Territory.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  near  Zanesville,  in 
whicli  place  their  daughters,  Eliza  C.  and  Hannah 
E.,  were  born.  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  the  birthplace 
of  Margaret  A.  Stewart,  whose  parents  were  resi- 
dents of  Washington,  U.  C,  in  an  early  day.  Her 
mother  died  and  was  buried  in  the  capital  city 
when  Margaret  was  seven  years  old.  She  was  six- 
teen when  the  death  of  her  father  occurred.  While 
on  a  visit  to  relatives  in  Oliio  she  met  Alva  B. 
Rose,  to  whom  later  she  was  married.  .She  had 
three  brothers  and  one  sister:  Columbus  and  John, 
twins;  Eliza  C.  and  George  F.  John  came  to  Iowa 
with  Mr.  Rose  in  IS-IO;  the  latter  entered  320  acres 
and  John  Stewart  200  ,  the  tracts  adjoining  each 
other.  Mrs.  Hardy's  town  residence  nuw  stands  on  a 
part  of  the  latter  tract.  The  eastern  part  of  River- 
side is  a  part  of  the  original  entry  of  Alva  Rose, 
who  with  John  .Stewart  attended  the  first  lanil  sale 
in  Iowa,  held  at  F;iirlield,  Jefferson  County,  in  the 
fall  of  1K41,  and  made  purchases  of  their  claims. 
John  Stewart  came  to  this  county  rich,  but  returned 
a  few  years  later  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  comparatively 
bankrupt,  but  is  to-day  a  wealthy  resident  of  that 
city.  When  the  Rose  family  settled  in  this  county, 
there  were  but  a  few  small  houses  in  Washington, 


and  nothing  but  an  Indian  trail  leading  from  that 
place  to  the  spot  selected  for  their  home.  He  had 
purchased  of  William  Duvall  for  4i500  in  gold  the 
claim  which  was  entered  later,  upon  which  was  a 
double-log  cabin,  and  forty  acres  broken;  these 
were  the  inducements  leading  to  its  purchase. 
Duvall  was  a  bachelor,  and  raised  a  large  number 
of  hogs,  which  for  shelter  were  provided  with  holes 
dug  in  the  hillsides  fronting  English  River.  The 
hogs  were  frequently  smothered  to  death,  and  the 
wolves  held  high  carnival  over  their  carcasses. 
Mrs.  Hardy  distinctly  remembers  seeing  large 
numbers  sitting  around  the  pits  after  having  satis- 
fied their  hunger.  Mr.  Rose  procured  traps  and 
caught  many  of  them,  the  countj',  for  their  scalps, 
paying  his  taxes  and  aiding  him  largely  in  gaining 
a  livelihot>d  in  those  early  d.aj-s. 

Mr.  Rose  was  a  poor  man,  and  all  his  money  was 
expended  in  securing  his  land.  Remote  from  his 
native  State,  papers  or  books  were  a  luxury  dreamed 
of  but  scarcely  realized.  An  almanac  cost  twenty- 
five  cents,  letter  post.nge  w.as  also  twenty-five  cents, 
and  letters  frequently  remained  in  the  oflBce 
for  a  time  before  the  amount  could  be  raised  to  pay 
for  them.  Mr.  Rose  and  liis  family  removed  from 
Ohio  to  Washington  County  in  wagons  drawn  by 
oxen,  and  when  coming  to  their  new  home,  Mr. 
Rose  hitched  his  only  horse  in  front.  While  cross- 
ing English  River  on  the  ice,  it  gave  way,  and  the 
wife  and  children  were  carried  one  by  one  to  the 
bank,  after  which  the  ice  was  broken  and  the  team 
safely  carried  across.  The  Musquaqua  Indians 
were  plentiful,  and  came  in  crowds  to  the  cabin, 
demanding  corn  bread  ami  honey  (of  which  they 
had  an  abundance),  and  would  remain  until  their 
requests  were  granted.  They  were  great  beggars, 
and  in  fact,  asked  for  almost  everything  in  sight. 
The  first  year  the  Rose  family  lived  at  Washington, 
near  which  place  Mr.  Rose  raised  a  crop.  This  had 
to  be  conveyed  to  his  farm,  and  one  morning  as 
his  oxen  were  yoked  to  the  wagon  to  start  for  a 
load,  an  Indian  rode  ui)  and  dismounted  just  as 
Mr.  Rose  was  bidding  his  wife  and  chiklren  good- 
bye. His  wife  begged  him  to  remain,  which  he 
did,  and  that  evening  they  were  forced  to  feed 
fifty  gaily  painted  Indians  who  were  out  on  a  raid. 
But  no   harm   came   to   this    family.      Perhaps  no 
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lady  in  the  county'  is  as  conversant  with  inoiflents 
of  early  days  as  is  Mrs.  Hardy,  who  many  times 
was  held  in  tlie  laps  of  the  Indian  squaws  who  often 
came  to  the  cabin. 

After  spending  two  years  in  the  Iowa  log  cabin, 
Mr.  Rose  bnilt  a  frame  honse,  16x30,  which  at  that 
time  was  tiie  best  house  and  the  only  frame  one  in 
the  county.  He  lived  a  long  lifetime  upon  his 
original  entry,  became  a  wealth}'  man,  and  died 
April  1.5,  1879,  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  widow  is  a  resident  of  Boone,  Iowa,  and  enjoys 
the  best  of  health  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- one 
years.  .She  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
the  two  alread}'  mentioned,  and  Columbus  J.,  Jo- 
seph R.,  John  A.,  Ella  M.,  Euphrates  A.,  deceased, 
Eusebius  M.  and  Hannah.  Colnmbns  wedded 
Mary  Buckwalter;  Joseph  is  the  husband  of  Mary 
A.  Druf ;  John  A.  wedded  Lizzie  Fish;  Ella  M.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Maurer;  Eusebius  wedded  Susan- 
nah Wliittington;  Hannah  married  Dr.  J.  M.  Glas- 
gow, and  is  now  deceased.  Only  Mrs.  Hardy  of 
the  entire  family  now  resides  in  Washington 
County. 

'S^DDMUND  LONG  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
f^  residing  on  section  35,  Oregon  Township, 
IV--^}  where  he  is  the  owner  of  1 46  acres  of  as 
fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  Washington  County. 
He  is  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  Jan.  10,  1821, 
and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Catherine  (Valentine) 
Long.  His  mother  dying  when  he  was  an  infant, 
he  never  knew  a  mother's  care.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  and  only  enjoyed  the  educational  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools.  While  but  of  tender 
years,  he  was  required  to  assist  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  fatiier's  farm,  and  all  his  life  has  been  a  hard- 
working man,  and  followed  the  life  of  a  farmer. 

He  was  married,  in  Cumberland,  AUegiiany  Co., 
Md.,  in  1842,  to  Lydia  M.  Lease,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, born  in  1824.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Nimrod,  married  to 
Martha  Kirk;  John;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  Jerry  Carl; 
William;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Si  Sewell;  Julia,  the 
wife  of  Addison  Sewell;  Thomas  and  Emma.  Mrs. 
Long  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Mr.  Long  came   to  this  county  iu  1845,  and  is 


therefore  numbered  among  those  who  were  truly 
pioneers.  He  lias  been  an  eye  witness  of  the  great 
changes  that  have  been  made,  and  has  faithfully 
borne  his  part  in  all  that  has  been  accomplished.  In 
Oregon  Township  he  is  well  known  and  is  univer- 
sally respected.  In  his  life  he  endeavors  to  be 
guided  by  the  principles  of  the  Golden  Rule,  audit 
is  said  of  him  that  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 
Would  that  there  were  more  like  him,  for  the  world 
would  be  much  better,  the  people  happier,  and 
peace  on  earth  and  good-will  would  abound. 


LMON   RALPH   DEWEY,  attorney,  resid- 
(.(^Clll    '"»    ^^  Washington,  is  well    knovvn   as  a 
lawyer  and  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
,S>//  ternity.     He  was  born  in  Mantua,  Portage 

Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  1,  1845.  His  parents,  Richard  and 
Jane  (Baldwin)  Dewey,  were  of  German  and  Irish 
extr.action.  When  our  subject  was  two  years  of 
age  the  family  moved  to  Solon,  Cuyahoga  County, 
in  the  same  State,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  be- 
ginning his  literary  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Solon,  then  attending  the  High  School 
at  Willoughby,  and  finishing  at  Hiram  College. 
During  a  part  of  the  time  spent  at  Hiram,  James 
A.  Garfield  was  President  of  the  college,  and  with 
him  and  his  family  Mr.  Dewey  became  intimately 
acquainted.  The  friendship  formed  with  that  illus- 
trious man  remained  unbroken  until  his  death. 

In  August,  1862,  before  reaching  his  seventeenth 
year,  Mr.  Dewey  enlisted  in  tiie  103d  Ohio  Infant- 
ry, but  was  discharged  for  disability  in  the  follow- 
ing October.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  next 
eigliteen  months  lie  attended  school,  but  his  mind 
was  as  mucli  upon  the  struggle  then  going  on  for' 
the  Union,  as  upon  his  books,  and  when  the  call 
came  for  100-day  men,  he  concluded  once  more  to 
enter  the  service,  and  therefore  enlisted  for  that 
period  in  the  150th  Ohio  Infantry,  served  his  time 
out,  and  was  discharged  with  the  regiment  in  Au- 
gust, 1864.  The  100-day  service  did  not  dampen 
his  ardor,  as  it  did  man}'  others,  but  only  intensi- 
fied his  desire  to  continue  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
We  therefore  find  him  again  enlisting  iu  Company 
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B.  of  hi?  old  regiment,  the  103d,  in  the  fall  of  1864, 
and  serving  niitil  the  end. 

On  the  1st  of  January.  LSOS.  Mr.  Dewey  arrived 
in  Washington,  this  State,  where  lie  oominenoed 
the  study  of  law  with  Gen.  Ilirain  .Seoliehl,  and  in 
September,  1869,  passed  a  creditable  examination 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Soon  after  this  he 
opened  an  offlce,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  He  now  prac- 
tices in  all  of  the  State  courts  and  in  the  federal 
courts  as  well,  and  for  man3'  years  has  had  a  large 
and  lucrative  business.  Mr.  Dewey  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Washington,  May  20,  1873,  with  Miss 
Sarah  Rosseau,  a  daughter  of  W.  H.  II.  Rosseau. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children 
— Mabel  C.  and  Charles  A.  Mrs.  Dewey  is  a 
lady  of  refinement,  and  enjoys  the  friendship  and 
esteem  of  a  very  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

Almon  R.  Dewey  was  made  a  Mason  May  5, 
1871,  being  initiated  in  Washington  Lodge  No.  26, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  made  n  Master  Mason 
July  7  following,  and  in  1882  vvas  Worshi|)ful  Mas- 
ter of  the  lodge.  In  February,  1872,  he  was  made 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  becoming  a  member  of  Cy- 
rus Chapter  No.  13,  and  Nov.  16,  1874,  was  crea- 
ted a  Knight  Terajilar  in  Palestine  Commandery 
No.  2,  at  Iowa  City.  In  the  Chapter  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  office  in  October,  1872,  and  in  1873,  he 
was  elected  High  Priest,  which  office  he  held  for 
some  j'ears.  He  was  chosen  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  in  October,  1877,  and  (^rand  High  Priest  in 
1880  and  1881,  filling  the  latter  position  with  sig- 
nal ability.  In  March,  1872,  he  was  made  a  Ro3\aI 
and  .Select  Master,  and  in  .September  following  was 
elected  Right  Illustrious  Master  of  Washington 
Council  No.  4,  and  in  September,  1874,  was  called 
to  preside  over  the  Council,  a  position  he  filled  un- 
til 1878,  when  the  Council  organization  was  dis- 
,pensed  with  in  Iowa,  being  merged  into  the  Chap- 
ter. At  the  grand  conclave  in  1882.  he  was  ap- 
pointed (irand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Commander}-. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  Grand  Captain  General, 
in  1885,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  and  in  1886, 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Knights  Templars  of 
Iowa,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Dewey  is  connected  with  several  other  be- 
nevolent organizations,  giving   to  each   such  time 


and  attention  as  he  can  spare  from  his  legal  and 
other  duties.  Kvery  department  of  work  which  is 
calculated  to  better  his  follitw-nien.  and  l)ind  them 
together  in  the  strongest  ties  of  universal  brother- 
hood, finds  in  him  a  sympathiser  and  hel|)er.  As 
an  attorney,  he  has  l)eeii  quite  successful  at  the  bar. 
He  is  full  of  energy,  .-i  (luent  and  ready  debator,  a 
rapid  thinker,  with  good  i)ersonal  appearance  and 
of  persevering  and  untiring  zeal.  As  a  citizen,  he 
stands  well  among  his  fellow-inen,  whether  or  not 
of  his  religious  or  political  belief. 

Politically,  Mr.  Dewey  is  an  uncompromising  Re- 
publican, and  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  is  one  of 
its  most  trusted  advisors.  For  many  years  he  has 
regularly  been  a  delegate  to  count}',  district  and 
State  conventions,  and  in  the  various  eampaigns 
hits  stumped  district  and  State.  He  neither  seeks 
nor  asks  offlce  for  himself,  preferring  to  be  free  to 
Work  as  ^)leases  him  best.  Religiously.  Mr.  Dewey 
is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church, 
of  which  body  Mrs.  Dewey  is  also  a  member. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  will  be  found  a 
fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Dewey,  which  will  be  apprecia- 
ted by  his  many  friends. 
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^OHN  McKEE.  farmer,  section  32,  Crawford 
Township,  Washington  Countj\  The  Mc- 
Kee  family  were  originally  from  the  North 
of  Ireland,  of  Scotch  descent.  His  maternal 
grandparents  were  both  born  in  Ireland,  and  after 
the  marriage  of  John  McKee  to  Margaret  Reed, 
they  reared  a  family  of  six  children.  The  four 
sons,  James,  William,  John  and  .Samuel,  came  to 
America,  James  coming  in  1839,  and  the  others  in 
1840,  settling  in  this  count}',  within  one  mile  of 
each  other.  The  sisters,  Eliza,  who  married  George 
McAdam,  an<l  Margaret,  who  died  when  eight  3'ears 
of  age,  remained  in  Ireland,  where  Eliza  also  died 
later. 

The  parents  were  past  the  prime  of  life  when 
they  bade  adieu  to  their  native  land,  and  .as  the 
shores  of  "green  Erin"  faded  from  their  sight  they 
formed  i)lans  for  the  future,  and  eagerly  longed 
for  a  safe  voyage  and  speedy  location  in  some 
favored  spot  where  the  free  air  of  heaven  and  the 
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wealtli  of  nature  could  be  turnerl  into  profit  and  a 
home  secured  for  their  declining  }'ears.  The  party 
located  at  Greencastle,  Ind.,  in  August,  1840.  The 
fame  of  Iowa  reached  them  from  sketches  of  the 
country  written  by  Newhall,  and  in  1841  the  family 
decided  to  seek  a  permanent  home  on  the  broad 
and  fertile  soil  of  Southeastern  Iowa.  The  father 
made  a  purchase  of  land,  and  three  sons  resided 
with  and  aided  him  in  its  improvement  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1850.  William  re- 
mained in  Mt.  Pleasant,  working  at  his  trade  of 
boot  and  shoe  making  until  1846,  when  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  and  became  a  resident. 
He  has  made  other  additions  to  this,  and  after  sell- 
ing a  nice  farm,  yet  owns  120  acres. 

The  first  house  erected  by  the  McKee  family  was 
built  of  logs,  one  mile  east  of  the  residence  of  our 
subject.  There  the  parents  lived  and  died.  The 
old  log  structure  has  been  pulled  down,  and  in  its 
stead  a  frame  house  stands.  Every  log  and  chink 
of  the  old  house  had  a  history.  In  it  the  family 
made  their  first  home  in  the  new  countr}'.  Under 
its  hallowed  roof  the  song  of  praise  and  the  pra^'er 
of  faith  was  heard,  and  from  its  portals  were  borne 
the  remains  of  loving  parents.  William  McKee 
wedded  Nancy  J.  Kingen,  eleven  days  before  they 
started  for  America.  She  reared  five  children : 
John  A.  married  Mar)'  Calhoun ;  William  is  un- 
married; Samuel  is  the  husband  of  Eva  Caldwell; 
Mary  wedded  Elder  Andrew  J.  Mitchell;  Eliza 
died  unmarried,  Nov.  4,  1866,  aged  twenty-one; 
the  wife  of  William  died  in  Januarj',  1871.  James 
McKee  married  Jane  Reed,  returning  for  that  pur- 
pose to  Indiana,  in  1852.  He  went  to  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  and  died  about  1863.  Samuel  wedded  Eliza 
Stafford,  who  died,  leaving  two  children,  Ralph  and 
Sarah,  the  latter  deceased  ;  he  subsequent!}'  married 
Elizabeth  Buffington,  and  now  resides  in  Taylor 
County,  this  State. 

Our  subject,  John  McKee,  married  in  the  autumn 
of  1850,  Miss  Margaret  Holmes,  who  has  borne  him 
eleven  children,  ten  living:  Thomas,  the  husband 
of  Annie  Gormley,  the  parent  of  six  children,  five 
living — Minnie,  Frank,  Harry,  Bert  and  William ; 
John  wedded  Sarah  J.  Skinner,  now  deceased,  who 
was  the  mother  of  Maude  M.  and  Annie  L. ;  Nancy 
wedded    David  Cummins;    she  is  the  mother   of 


four  children — Edward,  Frederick,  Charles  and 
Eva.  Margaret  A.  wedded  Harry  Smith,  and  is 
the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Ethel  A.;  Robert  R., 
Mary  B.,  Eliza  E.,  Eva,  Rebecca  H.  and  Rhoda 
are  single,  and  remain  with  their  parents.  The 
children  who  are  married  are  well  settled  in  life, 
and  the  parents  although  past  middle  age  are  hale 
and  enjoy  a  vigorous  old  age.  Successfiil  in  life, 
and  firm  in  the  religious  faith  of  their  ancestors, 
John  and  Margaret  (Holmes)  McKee  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  their  offspring,  who  are  numerous, 
and  in  the  business  and  social  world  are  highly  es- 
teemed. Secure  against  want,  and  with  a  delight- 
ful home  where  the  prattle  of  their  children  and 
grandchildren  is  often  heard,  their  last  days 
should  be  their  happiest  ones. 


/^^ABRIEL  BRADY,  retired  farmer,  section  7, 
II  (— -,  Jackson  Township,  was  born  near  Conners- 
^Ji|(  ville.  Ind.,  in  1808.  His  father,  Joseph 
Brady,  and  his  mother,  Rachel  (Jones)  Brady,  were 
both  born  in  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  in  which 
county  they  were  married,  and  from  which  they 
crossed  the  mountains  on  pack-horses,  settling  in 
Kentucky,  in  which  State  tw^o  daughters  and  two 
sons  were  born,  two  of  whom  died,  Lucy  and  John 
survived,  and  went  with  their  parents  to  Indiana 
in  about  1807.  The  family  moved  to  Springfield, 
Sangamon  Co.,  III.,  when  there  were  but  two  stores 
in  that  city.  There  the  mother  died,  and  also  the 
son  John.  She  had  a  large  family,  there  being 
besides  those  alread}'  mentioned,  Betsey,  Wilson, 
Robert,  Fanny,  and  one  unnamed,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  father  moved  back  to  Indiana  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  and  died  there  later. 

Our  subject  had  to  make  a  living  the  best  way  he 
could,  and  worked  by  the  month  until  he  could  buy 
a  few  acres  of  land  in  Mercer  County,  111.,  which 
he  sold  in  1856,  and  in  the  vvinter  of  that  year  he 
came  to  this  county  and  purchased  1 20  acres  upon 
which  he  yet  resides.  He  was  always  a  hard 
worker,  and  after  he  came  here  improved  his  l.uid, 
of  which  only  ten  acres  had  been  l)roken.  He 
never  married,  and  is  perhaps  the  oldest  bachelor 
in  this  county.     He  kept  bachelor's  hall  for  years, 
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anrl  hired  men  to  aid  in  improving  his  land,  and  it 
is  well  icnuwn  that  (;al)riel  is  a  first-class  cook,  and 
he  indulged  in  that  occupation,  providing  for  sev- 
eral men  and  doing  his  share  of  farm  work  besides. 
Mr.  Brady  has  accumulated  a  nice  fortune 
tdrough  the  advance  in  real  estate,  and  when  act- 
ively engaged  in  farming  raised  considerable 
stock.  'J'his  has  all  been  <lisposed  of,  and  he  now 
lives  ii  retired  life  upon  his  farm,  which  biings  him 
an  assured  income.  Fond  of  children,  and  social 
in  his  nature,  Mr.  Brad}'  passes  his  leisure  hours  in 
visiting  his  neighbors.  Isaac  Hartman  attends  to 
the  farm,  and  with  him  Mr.  Brady  finds  a  plea.sant 
home.  He  ranks  among  the  oldest  settlers,  and  is 
iu  every  way  worthy  of  a  place  in  this  history. 

OBKRT  .SMELLADAY  was  born  in  the 
County  of  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  the  year 
1820,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
^(Barber)  Shellailay,  who  had  three  chil- 
dren born  to  them  in  Ireland,  Alexander,  Will- 
iam and  Roliert,  who  came  with  their  parents 
to  America  in  1833.  The  family  first  located  in 
Chilkinglon,  and  later  in  Addison  County,  Vt.  In 
1838  they  removed  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  about 
two  miles  from  (loshen,  William  and  Robert  having 
previously  made  the  journey.  Alexander  had  mar- 
ried in  the  old  country-,  Nancy  A.  Shattuck,  and 
William  married  Catharine  Sweeney  in  Vermont, 
the  latter  being  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Alex- 
ander was  also  a  resident  of  the  same  State,  en- 
gaged iis  an  engineer  on  the  "  Oliver  Newberr}' " 
and  "Daniel  Webster,"  both  boats  running  on 
Lake  Erie  between  Buffalo  and  Detroit,  the  former 
packet  carrying  the  Tnited  States  mails. 

When  the  father  decided  to  come  to  Iowa,  the 
married  sous,  with  their  families,  concluded  also  to 
emigrate,  and  the}'  all  came  together  to  Johnson 
County  in  1841,  the  father  settling  in  Iowa  City, 
where  he  purchased  several  lots,  a  jiart  of  the 
property  being  now  used  by  the  C,  II.  I.  &  1'.  Ry. 
Co.  as  de|)ot  grounds.  William  bought  a  farm  six 
mile.?  west  of  Iowa  City,  and  was  afterward  part 
of  the  time  engaged  at  farmiug,  and  part  of  the 
time    in    partnership   with    Robert   in  the  packing 
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business  at  Iowa  Cit}-,  the  two  managing  the  pack- 
ing-house of  Cower  &  Holt  for  seven  years,  Will- 
iam having  charge  of  the  lard  and  Robert  of  the 
cutting  department.  The  death  of  William  oc- 
curred about  18.57,  and  his  wife's  death  followed 
about  six  hours  later,  both  dj'ing  of  cholera.  They 
left  one  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  Dennis  Ilogau, 
a  farmer  residing  on  her  father's  farm.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  William  was  also  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  and  his  daughter  was  left 
quite  wealthy.  Alexander  lost  his  life  in  conse- 
quence of  pneumonia,  brought  on  in  rescuing  from 
Cedar  River  the  body  of  one  Mr.  Berryhill,  who 
was  accidentally  drowned  in  that  stream.  Alex- 
ander was  the  best  man,  physically',  at  that  time 
living  in  Iowa  City,  and  his  death  was  a  shock  and 
surprise  to  everyone.  He  left  four  children  :  Sam- 
uel, May,  John  and  Alexander,  all  dead  except  the 
eldest,  who  is  the  husband  of  Elizal)eth  Hankins, 
and  a  resident  of  Montana.  The  widow  of  Alex- 
ander married  John  Connelly. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1840,  to  Isabel  Rus- 
sell, daughter  of  Arth\ir  and  Catherine  (Robinson) 
■Russell,  who  came  from  Cincinnati  the  same  year 
the  Shelladays  came  to  Iowa.  .Mrs.  Shelladay  was 
born  in  County  Derrj',  Ireland,  in  1829.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  of  Johnson  County  in  his  life- 
time, and  also  entered  his  land  there.  The}' 
brought  to  Iowa  six  children,  and  a  seventh  was 
born  in  Johnson  County.  Their  names  are:  Eliza- 
beth and  Catherine,  deceased;  George,  a  bachelor 
residing  on  a  farm  in  Jewell  County,  Kan.;  Jane, 
deceased;  Sarah  R.,  the  wife  of  William  F.  Myers, 
also  of  Jewell  County,  Kan.,  and  Mary  A.,  deceased. 
The  parents  are  both  dead,  an<l  their  patrimony 
has  been  divide<l  among  the  surviving  children. 

In  18(54  Robert  .Shelladay  became  a  resident  of 
Washington  County,  where  he  had  purchased  279 
acres  of  land,  since  increased  to  376  acres.  Mr.  S. 
has  improved  this  farm  finely,  but  his  orchard  of 
twenty  acres,  then  the  largest  in  the  count}', 
which  once  promised  so  finely,  has  been  a  complete 
failure,  thereby  entailing  a  great  loss  to  the  i;rop- 
eity.  From  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  Mr.  S. 
has  made  a  great  success,  and  li}-  his  meritorious 
conduct  h.as  won  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
Seven  children    have    been    born    in    the    family: 
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George  A.,  married  first  to  Norah  Scott,  of  the 
same  township,  and  after  her  death  to  Jennie  Early, 
is  now  a  resident  of  Jewell  Connty,  Kan. ;  Sarah  J. 
married  Irvin  Scott;  Samuel  A.,  who  became  the 
husband  of  Elizabeth  Gibson,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Johnson  County;  Catharine  C,  the  wife  of  Neal 
McCune,  is  also  of  Jewell  County,  Kan.;  Robert 
R.,  residing  on  the  paternal  farm,  married  Bertie 
G.  McLaughlin,  a  well-educated  and  highly  accom- 
plished lad}' ;  Charles  B.  is  the  husband  of  Mary 
A.  Walker,  and  resides  in  Johnson  County,  and 
Isabel  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Wallace,  a  farmer  of 
Johnson  County. 

Robert's  mother  died  while  the  family  lived  in 
Iowa  City.  After  her  death,  Samuel  Shelladay 
made  his  home  with  Robert,  and  died  later  at  the 
house  of  his  son,  who  is  in  every  way  an  hon- 
ored resident  of  the  county,  and  of  whom  we  are 
pleased  to  give  this  sketch  the  place  which  it  de- 
serves. Ireland  has  furnished  many  good  citizens 
of  this  State,  but  none  of  them  have  f<iund  a 
warmer  welcome  than  Robert  and  Isabel  Shelladay. 


■f^Y  ICHARD  H.  MARSH,  deceased,  was  born 
lIL^^  in  Bracken  County,  Ky.,  Aug.  2,  1814,  and 
tii  \\\  ^^^s  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Ann  (Hutchin- 
w^i  son)  Marsh.  In  an  earl}'  day  he  removed 
to  Rush  County,  Ind.,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with,  and  in  1834,  married,  Miss  Mercy  S.  Talbot, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Buxton)  Talbot. 
In  the  fall  of  1845  they  came  to  Washington 
Connty,  soon  after  which  Mr.  Marsh  was  elected 
Probate  Judge  of  the  county,  serving  one  term. 
He  then  became  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, under  the  firm  name  of  Marsh  &  Lee,  after- 
ward Marsh  &  Ilolden,  the  latter  being  a  young 
man  reared  by  Mr.  Marsh.  Soon  after  the  close  of 
the  war  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business, 
which  he  carried  on  for  some  years. 

Mr.  Marsh  died  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  May, 
1880.  His  remains  were  brought  back  and  buried 
in  Washington,  Iowa.  Judge  Marsh  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  well  educated  and  well 
posted  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  history  of 
his  country.     In  early   life  he    was  a   Whig,   and 


afterward  a  stanch  Republican.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  sincere 
Christian,  ami  very  benevolent,  giving  much  of  his 
means  to  the  care  of  the  poor.  Mrs.  Blarsh  is  still 
living  in  Washington,  and  is  highly  respected  b}' 
all.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  more  than  fifty  years. 


-*-E*- 


<^  NTHONY  MOODY  resides  on  section  16, 
(@YlJI,    Seventy'Six    Township,    where  he    is    en- 

///  ffi  gaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
^^  He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  is  the  son 

of  Joseph  and  Annie  Moody,  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  that  country.  His  father  was  a 
.State  Commander  in  the  German  array,  and  died 
in  1861,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His 
mother  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  ^-ears. 
They  were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
both  died  in  Germany.  In  his  youth  Anthony 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  in  his  native  coun- 
try, which  occupation  he  followed  while  he  re- 
mained in  his  native  land. 

In  1849  our  subject  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  two  years  engaged 
in  a  stone-quarry.  He  then  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  lived  two  years,  engaged  at  his  old  trade 
of  shoem'aking.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he 
went  to  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  engaged  in 
railroading  on  the  New  York  &  Erie  Railroad,  for 
one  year.  Believing  the  opportunity  for  acquiring 
a  competency  was  better  in  the  West  tlian  in  the 
East,  he  went  to  Marshall  County,  111.,  and  there 
remained  ten  years,  engaged  in  farming.  On  the 
16th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  47th 
111.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  two  years,  participating  in 
the  battles  of  Island  No.  10,  Farmington,  first  and 
second  Corinth,  luka,  Vicksburg  and  Black  River. 
He  was  mustered  out  in  1864,  and  returned  to 
Marshall  County,  111.,  and  was  there  married  in 
1866,  to  Amanda  Black,  a  native  of  Illinois. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them,  Alexander, 
Antoinette  and  Walter,  the  latter  dying  in  1880, 
aged  seven  years;  the  others  remain  at  home. 

In  1 865,  Mr.  Moody  came  to  Washington  County, 
and  settled  on  section    16,   of  Seventy -Six    Town- 
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ship,  where  be  bought  eighty'  acres  of  inii)roved 
land,  and  wiiere  he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 
When  Mr.  Mood3'  came  to  the  United  States  he  was 
a  young  man  full  of  energy  and  vigor,  but  without 
other  moans  of  oi)taining  a  livelihood.  In  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  been  fairly  successful,  and  is  now 
enjoying  tlie  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life.  lie  is  a 
man  niio  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  those 
who  know  him.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  religiously,  lie  and  his  wife  are  identified  witli 
the  United  Brethren  in  Christ. 


]  OMN  J.  DIHEL.  liveryman,  Washington,  was 
born  in  Fountain  County',  Ind.,  Nov.  26, 
1841.  His  father,  John  W.  Dihel,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  while  his  mother,  Nancy 
(Miller)  Dihel,  was  a  native  of  Ohio.  They  were 
married  in  Indiana,  and  were  the  parents  of  four- 
teen children,  eleven  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults, 
and  ten  of  whom  are  yet 'living:  Robert  M.  and 
William  L.,  of  this  county;  John  J.,  of  Washing- 
ton; Thomas  K.,  of  Union  Count}'.  111.;  Nancy  J., 
the  wife  of  Robert  U.  Speer,  of  Mercer  County, 
111.;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  W.  Asheubursh,  of 
Cass  County,  Mo.;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Curtis 
M.  Lamar,  of  Saunders  County,  Neb.;  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Erwin  Lamar,  also  of  Saunders  County, 
Neb. ;  Dolly  A.,  the  wife  of  Albert  Vance,  of 
Platte  County,  Neb.;  Lillie  B.,  the  wife  of  R.  M. 
George,  of  Washington  County. 

In  1847,  the  family  moved  to  Mercer  Count}', 
111.,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that 
county,  John  W.  Dihel,  the  f.ather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  man  well  posted  in  i)olitical  affairs;  he  was  a 
strong  anti-slavery  man,  and  cast  the  lirst  abolition- 
ist vote  in  Mercer  County.  On  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  believing  it  better  calculated 
to  carr}'  out  free-soil  principles,  Mr.  Dihel  became 
identified  with  it,  advocating  its  principles  till  his 
death.  In  LSHO,  he  moved  to  Washington  Conntj', 
where  he  died  in  September.  1885.  Jlrs.  Dihel  died 
in  1881.  They  were  both  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

John  J.  Dihel,  of  whom  we  now  write,  was  reared 


in  Mercer  County,  111.,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  going  a  distance  of  two  miles  from 
his  home.  In  1861,  he  enlisted  under  the  call  for 
300,000  men.  in  Co.  A,  30th  111.  Vol.  Inf.  He  was 
mustered  into  the  service  with  the  regiment  at 
Springfield,  III.,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Belmont,  Ft.  Donclson  and  Ft.  Henr}'.  On  ac- 
count of  physical  disability,  lie  was  soon  afterward 
discharged,  and  returned  home.  Recovering  his 
health,  in  18G4,  he  again  enlisted  in  the  same  com- 
pany and  regiment,  and  w.as  sent  to  Rome,  Ga.,  the 
regiment  forming  one  of  that  grand  army  that 
marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  and  was  with  the 
regiment  at  Durham  Station  at  the  surrender  of 
Johnston,  and  was  also  in  the  grand  review  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  Jul}'  17,  1865.  and  on  the  28th  of  the  same 
month,  was  paid  off  and  discharged  at  Springfield, 
111.  Again  returning  to  his  home  in  Mercer  County, 
111.,  he  remained  there  until  1872,  when  he  came  to 
Washington  C<jnnty,  and  engaged  in  farming,  con- 
tinuing ill  that  vocation  for  a  number  of  3'cars.  In 
the  spring  of  1880,  he  embarked  in  his  present  busi- 
ness, and  is  now  successfully  following  it. 

Mr.  Dihil  was  married  in  Mercer  County,  111., 
July  10,  1867,  to  Miss  May  J.  Unangst,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  born  in  1842.  By  this  union  there  are 
four  children — George  K.,  Francis  L.,  lifHe  I.  and 
Allie  K.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Dihel  arc  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R. 


"i* 


-*T^ 


F:NRY  DIKDRICH,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resi'les  upon  section  8,  Franklin 
Township,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  100 
acres  of  fine  land,  well  improved  in  every 
respect.  He  was  born  in  German}',  July  9,  1826, 
and 'is  the  son  of  John  and  Sophia  Diedrich,  also 
natives  of  that  country.  Henry  Diedrich  was 
raised  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  h.ns  fol- 
lowed that  vocation  thus  far  through  life.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  1854,  settling  first  in  New- 
York,  where  he  remained  six  months,  and  then 
went  to  Upper  Canada. 

In  18.")7,  Mr.  Diedrich  came  to  Iowa  and  located 
in  Jefferson  County,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
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and  then  moved  to  Keokuk  County,  remaining 
there  until  1875,  when  he  located  upon  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides.  Just  before  leaving  Ger- 
many, in  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Louisa  Frohlich,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that 
country.  They  have  had  seven  children,  six  now 
living — John,  Morris,  Emma,  Henry,  Mary  and 
Christina;  William  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Diedrich  are  members  of  the  German  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church.  In  |)olitics  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 

When  Mr.  Diedrich  and  his  wife  landed  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the}'  had  but  five  cents  left,  but 
being  possessed  of  the  thrifty  and  economical  hab- 
its of  the  German  race,  they  began  work  and  the 
saving  of  their  means,  until  to-day  the}'  are  com- 
fortably situated  on  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Franklin  Township.  Mr.  Diedrich  has  a  reputation 
for  being  strictly  honest  in  all  things,  and  it  is  said 
of  him  that  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 


■■'^emQ/rs^^^^^x^^yiJim^'y 


EDWIN  F.  BROCKWAY  was  born  at  Brock- 
neyville,  Jefferson  Co.,  Pa.  His  father, 
James  Brockway,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  near  Broadalbin.  The  family  were 
of  English  descent,  their  ancestors  having  emigrated 
to  this  country  2G0  years  ago.  His  mother,  Lydia 
(Goff)  Brockway,  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Goff,  who  was  a  descendant  of  William  Goff,  one 
of  the  judges  who  sentenced  King  Charles  I,  of 
England,  to  death,  and  with  his  father-in-law, 
Edward  Whale}',  another  one  of  the  regicide  jus- 
tices, escaped  to  America  to  avoid  the  wrath  of 
Charles  IL  AVilliam  Goff  and  Edward  Whaley 
were  members  of  Cromwell's  Parliament,  and  were 
both  men  of  great  military  skill. 

Edwin  F.  Brockway  was  eight  years  old  when 
his  father  moved  to  Iowa,  in  May,  1842,  locating 
near  the  village  of  Cone,  Muscatine  County.  The 
Indians  had  then  just  left  the  vicinity,  and  the 
bones  of  the  buffalo  and  deer  were  to  be  found 
everywhere.  There  were  then  in  that  neighbor- 
hood no  roads,  no  schools,  no  churches,  no  mills; 
the  country  remaining  just  as  the  Lord  had  finished 
it,  beautiful  and    uumarred    by    what  men  call  im- 


provements. Under  those  circumstances  young 
Brockway  grew  to  manhood,  battling  with  all  the 
privations  of  a  new  country,  and  longing  for  an 
education  which  it  was  impossible  to  get,  except  as 
his  parents  taught  him,  or  at  the  district  school 
taught  in  the  room  of  some  neighbor's  house.  At 
that  day  Iowa  did  not  have  a  schciol-bouse  on  every 
hill  top,  and  often  Mr.  B.  compares  the  advantages 
possessed  by  the  youth  i:)f  these  times  with  the 
surroundings  of  that  early  day.  In  the  spring  of 
1857  he  rafted  lumber  from  Black  River  Falls, 
where  his  oldest  brother  was  extensively  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing his  farm,  which  he  had  entered  from  Govern- 
ment. He  also  brought  a  large  number  of  ever- 
greens with  him,  mostly  white  pine.  These  were 
the  first  of  the  kind  introduced  into  Muscatine 
County,  and  now,  at  thirty  years  old,  are  sixty  feet 
high  and  two  feet  in  diameter.  There  are  said  to 
be  more  and  larger  pines  in  that  county  now  than 
in  any  other  county  in  the  State. 

September  11,  1860,  Mr.  B.  married  Miss  Rowena 
Letts,  oldest  daughter  of  Mr.  N.  M.  Letts,  of  Letts- 
ville,  Louisa  County.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he 
sold  his  farm  in  Muscatine  County,  and  moved  to 
Washington  County,  and  improved  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  lives,  and  where  their  three  children, 
Libbie,  Allie  and  Jamie,  have  been  born.  Soon 
after  removing  to  the  county  he  was  elected  County 
Supervisor  from  Highland  Township,  and  served 
two  terras.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  was  elected  to 
represent  the  county  in  the  I^egislature,  with  B.  F. 
Brown  as  his  colleague.  This  was  the  ever  memora- 
ble "Granger"  House  which  passed  the  railroad 
tariff  bill,  and  at  which  two  weeks  were  spent  in 
electing  a  Speaker,  the  House  voting  on  it  144 
times.  In  the  fall  of  1874  Mr.  B.  was  elected 
President  of  the  Washington  County  Agricultural 
Society,  serving  as  such  six  years,  and  leaving  the 
society,  at  the  close  of  that  period,  out  of  debt 
and  in  good  condition. 

Previous  to  this  time,  for  over  twenty-five 
years,  the  society  was  in  a  condition  of  continual 
financial  embarrassment.  On  the  14th  of  January, 
1880,  he  was  elected  Vice  President  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Society,  and  was  so  elected  for  the 
fourth  time.     In  these  positions  Mr.  B.  always  used 


■♦- 


Y„ 


-•► 


i 


t. 


.t 


I 


410 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY, 


his  influence  in  suppressinof  gambling  and  similar 
evils  frequently  indulged  in.  The  introduction  of 
what  is  known  as  "Soldier's  Day"  and  "Children's 
Da}-"  at  the  State  Fair  was  mainly  through  his  in- 
fluence. His  daughter,  Miss  Libbie,  has  a  natural 
love  for  art,  whicli  has  been  developed  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  direction  of  portrait  and  scene  paint- 
ing. Some  specimens  of  her  work  will  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  artists  of  much  greater 
pretensions,  and  at  the  County  and  State  Fairs  she 
has  taken  quite  a  number  of  premiums.  .Miss 
Allie,  the  youngest  daughter,  i)ids  fair  to  become 
a  fine  musician,  and  every  faculty  is  afforded  her 
for  tlie  cultivation  of  her  taste  in  that  direction. 
Jamie,  the  only  son.  will  prol>al>ly  follow  the  bnsl-. 
ness  of  a  farmer.  .  •■■  * 

Mr.  B.  is  decidedly  a  home  man,  and.  sui'rwifuVed  ' 
by  his  family,  he  enjoys  life,  as  a  man  of  wealth 
and  intelligence  should.  Few  finer  country  resi- 
dences can  be  found  than  that  at  Pine  Grove  fnrm. 
The  farm  of  MO  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
besides  tiie  residence,  has  a  good  barn,  and'all  the 
necessary  out-buildiugs.  The  house  is  well  fur- 
nished, and,  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Brockway,  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  is  truly  a  model 
home.  Friends  are  always  welcome  beneath  the 
hospitable  roof,  and  none  visit  the  family  without 
an  earnest  desire  to  enjoy  their  hospitality  again 
and  again. 

.^,   ,  ,■    ',  .^^^*^   A-^-« i^"m  I    Ifj 


B.  HUNT,  one  of  the  prominent  stock- 
i  growers  and  breeders  of  Washington  County, 
/ll)  "^  is  a  native  of  Kane  County,  111.,  born  June 
1,  1846.  He  was  educated  at  the  Fulton  Mililar}- 
Academy,  at  Fulton,  111.,  and  at  Notre  Dame,  near 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  about  two 
3'ears,  and  was  compelled  to  abandon  liis  studies  on 
account  of  failing  eyesight.  Soon  after  leaving 
school  he  commenced  tlie  business  of  an  auctioneer, 
which  he  successfully  followed  for  more  than  twenty- 
years.  Jn  March,  1885,  he  came  to  Washington 
County,  where  he  purchased  property  of  D.  L. 
Wheelock,  and  has  now  a  farm  of  400  acres  of 
valuable  land,  all  of  which  is  well  improved  and 
well  stocked. 

Mr.    Hunt    was    married    in   St.    Charles,    Kane 
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Co.,  111.,  Nov.  25,  1867,  to  Miss  Betsy  B.  Flint. 
By  this  union  there  are  four  children — Frank  C, 
Bertha  F.,  Eva  May  and  Etlic  W .  In  politics.  Mr. 
Hunt  is  a  Democrat,  and  during  the  campaign  of 
18H4,  in  company  with  H.  H.  Harrison,  sang  at 
many  of  the  political  meetings  of  his  party  through- 
out the  State,  adding  much  to  the  enthusiam  of  the 
occasion.  He  was  M.ayor  of  the  city  of  St.  Charles 
forjsix  j'ears,  held  the  office  of  Police  Magistrate 
for  six  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Citj-  .School 
Board  for  several  years. 

Few  men  are  more  actively  engaged  in  business 
than  Mr.  Hunt.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  cheese  fac- 
tory near  St.  Charles,  111.,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Board. of  Trade  at  Elgin,  111.  In  this  county  he  is 
e'ng^gedin  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  and  is  the 
ow^ner  of  some  of  the  best  horses  in  Washington 
County.  In  another  part  of  this  volume  will  be 
found,  a  more  extended  account  of  his  stock  farm, 
.t(> -which  the  attention  of  the  reader  is  called. 
While  a  citizen  of  this  county  but  a  short  time, 
Mr.  Hunt  has  been  quite  activeh-  engaged,  is  well 
known  throughout  the  entire  county  and  has  made 
many   friends. 

ENRY  B.  ANDEBSON  is  a  son  of  Balaam 
Anderson,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  given  else- 
where ill  this  volume.  He  was  born  in 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  M.arch  26,  1821.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  the  day,  receiving  most  of 
his  education  from  a  brother  of  the  celebrated  Ed- 
ward Everett.  He  was  also  a  piqiil  of  Hon.  Allan 
(t.  Thurmaii,  while  that  rlistingiiisliod  statesman 
was  himself  engaged  in  lajing  the  foundation  on 
which  was  built  his  future  greatness. 

When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  Ilcuiy  came  to 
Iowa  with  his  parents.  In  IMal  he  was  married  in 
Riploy  County.  Ind.,  to  Eaura  .M.,  daughter  of  Gur- 
slia  and  Experience  (Balicock)  Richardson,  natives 
of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  respective!}-.  After 
their  marriage,  Mr.  Anderson  and  his  wife  returned 
to  Washington  County.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Eugene,  a  grocery  merchant  at  Washington,  his 
native  county;  and  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
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Shenefelt,  .1  fanner  in  Washington  County.  The 
other  child  was  a  son,  Rieuzi  B.,  who  was  drowned 
Jnly  25,  18GG,  when  thirteen  years  old. 

In  1845  Mr.  Anderson  went  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  and 
was  there  at  the  time  of  the  Mormon  troubles,  and 
there  saw  Gov.  Ford.  He  ens^aged  as  carpenter 
and  afterward  as  engineer  on  a  steamboat  which 
traded  along  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries. 
This  business  he  followed  for  three  years,  filling  al- 
most every  position  from  Captain  down.  While 
the  cholera  was  raging  along  the  river  he  made  two 
trips  with  none  but  the  mate  to  assist  him,  all  the 
otiier  engineers  having  loft  the  boat.  After  leaving 
the  river  Mr.  Anderson  worked  for  George  P. 
Powell,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  putting  up  a  steam 
sawmill  and  lathe  machines.  From  Cincinnati  he 
came  back  U>  Washington  Count}'  which  has  since 
been  his  home,  and  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  ever  since  its  organization 
been  an  ardent  sup|)orter  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  and  his  wife  are  attendants  at  the  Christian 
Church,  and  are  justly  honored  as  worthy  and  use- 
ful citizens  of  the  county. 

^^EORGE  W.  GRIFFITH  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ili  (— -,  ing  farmers  of  Franklin  Township,  the 
^^/J!  home  farm  being  situated  on  section  28. 
lie  is  the  son  of  Robert  W.  and  Eleanor  (Long) 
Griffith,  the  former  being  a  native  of  Delaware  and 
the  latter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford, Ohio,  Jan.  24,  1844.  The  family  emigrated 
from  Ohio  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  in  1848, 
and  settled  in  Clay  Township,  four  miles  north  of 
Brighton,  where  the  parents  still  live. 

George  W.  Griffith  was  reareil  on  his  father's 
farm,  educated  at  the  district  school,  but  finished 
at  the  Brighton  High  School,  and  remained  at 
home  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  California  by  way  of  New  York  and  Pan- 
ama, making  the  trip  from  New  York  to  San  Fran- 
cisco in  twenty-two  daj's.  He  remained  in  that 
State  until  1871,  engaged  in  farming  and  the  ship- 
ping of  grain  to  Sau  Francisco.  Returning  to 
Washington  County  in  the  spring  of  1871,  he  lo- 
cated on  section  28,  Franldin  Township,  on  eighty 


acres  of  land  given  him  by  his  father.  In  his 
farming  operations  he  has  been  uniformly  success- 
ful, having  added  from  time  to  time  to  the  origi- 
nal eighty,  other  lands  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
COO  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, with  three  miles  of  hedge  fence-,  together 
with  wire  and  board  fence  sufficient  to  enclose  the 
entire  tract  and  to  divide  the  same  into  suitable 
lots.  On  the  premises  is  a  good  dwelling-house 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $1,500  and  a  barn  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $1,200.  In  addition  to  general  farming  Mr. 
Griffith  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  and  shipping 
a  superior  grade  of  cattle,  and  each  year  turns  off 
about  200  head  of  fat  cattle,  and  from  100  to  300 
head  of  hogs. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Humphrey,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of 
Eli  Humphrey.  As  already  stated,  in  his  farming 
operations  Mr.  Griffith  has  been  uniformly  suc- 
cessful. He  is  a  practical  farmer,  one  who  makes 
a  study  of  his  profession,  and  who  is  determined  to 
do  well  in  everything  he  undertakes.  Of  a  jovial 
disposition,  he  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes, 
and  few  men  stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  their 
fellow-citizens  than  (ieorge  W.  Griffith.  At  this 
writing  he  is  just  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  with  that 
same  energy  that  has  heretofore  nerved  him  to  ac- 
tion, will  take  a  still  higher  rank  among  the  many 
prosperous  men  of  Washington  County.  A  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Griffith,  copied  from  a  photograph 
taken  a  few  years  since,  appears  upon  an  accom- 
panying- page. 


^,^^EORGE  W.  DYE  is  Division  Roadmaster 
of  the  Southwestern  and  Oskaloosa  division 
of  the  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Washington.  He  has  also  charge  of  the 
maintenance  of  all  bridges  and  buildings  in  the 
territory  covered  by  the  two  divisions.  Mr.  Dye 
is  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  in  183G,  but  reared  in 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  there  receiving  a  liberal 
education  in  the  common  schools.  He  early 
evinced  a  taste  for  railroading,  his  first  venture  be- 
ing as  an  engineer  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad, 


n 


t 


414 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


■t. 


after  which  lie  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Wal)ash 
A'alley  Railway  Comiiany,  in  charge  of  a  gang  of 
men. 

In  18(!0,  when  but  twenty-four  3'ears  of  age,  .Mr. 
Dye  was  employed  as  .Superintendent  of  Construc- 
tion of  the  Pekin,  Peoria  &  Jaclcsonville  Railroad. 
In  1K02  he  liecame  connected  with  tlie  C'liicago, 
Rocli  Island  &.  Pacific  Railroad  as  Roadni.aster  and 
Superintendent  of  buildings,  with  headquarters  at 
Geneseo.  III.  In  l.sG!)he  was  transferred  by  the 
company  to  Davenport,  and  placed  in  charge  as 
Roadmaster  of  the  main  line  from  Davenport  to 
Brooklyn,  and  the  Oskaloosa  branch.  In  Septem- 
ber, 187;'),  he  came  to  \Vashington,  and  was  given 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  Oskaloosa  branch 
from  Sigourney  to  Knoxville,  Iowa.  After  com- 
pleting this  work,  he  was  assigned  to  his  present  po- 
sition. He  has  now  under  his  supervision  505 
miles  of  road  which  he  has  to  keep  in  repair,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  has  charge  of  all  buildings  and 
bridges  on  his  division.  To  do  tiie  work  he  has 
under  liiin  1,000  men,  in  the  various  departments 
of  building,  track  laying,  repairs,  etc. 

Mr.  Dye  is  a  thorough  railroad  man,  and  an  expert 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  line  of  work.  That 
he  has  given  satisfaction  to  the  company  is  attested 
by  his  remaining  in  its  emplo\'  now  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  and  by  his  promotion  from  one  responsi- 
ble position  to  another. 

-»-t^jj(-<5j:{44:i|(^-HH-«- 

J'OHN  S.  MAPEL,  a  miller  by  trade,  will  he 
found  on  section  ><,  Lime  Creek  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Dunkard  Township,  Greene 
Co.,  Pa.,  Aug  22,  1810,  and  is  the  son  of 
Rev.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Sroyer)  Mapel,  the 
father  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  mother  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  of  German  descent.  The  father 
lived  in  that  township  until  about  1795  or  17'JG. 
The3'  reared  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity  save  one.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Chnri'li  for  over  fifty  years, 
and  died  in  that  county  about  1K50;  the  mother 
died  in  1H51.  Their  children  were  as  follows :  Hen- 
janiin,  deceased;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Ed- 
ward E.  Parish,  a  resident  of  the  Willhomahi    Val- 


ley, Ore. ;  Stephen  died  in  Iowa;  Nancy  died  in 
Pennsylvania;  John  S.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
.Sarah,  the  wife  of  E.  Maquire,  resides  in  Cincin- 
nati;  Simon  L.  is  a  resident  of  Ohio:  Thomas  re- 
sides in  .Mouongahehi  County,  Va. ;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  G.  M.  Itiiy,  resides  in  Morgantown,  Va. ; 
Joseijh,  deceased;  Lj'dia,  the  widow  of  George 
Kencr,  is  a  resident  of  Greene  County,  Pa.;  Lewis 
resides  in  Ohio,  about  ten  miles  frcmi  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.;  Andrew  J.  died  in  West  ^'irginia,  an<l  Maria 
died  in  infancy.  The  family  were  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  them. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  rented 
a  mill  in  Dunkard  Township,  Greene  Co.,  Pa., 
.and  started  out  for  himself.  He  operated  there  one 
j'ear  and  then  went  to  Mnnongahela  County  and 
bought  a  mill,  which  he  operated  four  years,  then 
went  b.ick  to  the  first  mill  and  remained  some  3'ears. 
In  July,  lHt5,  he  made  a  visit  to  Washington 
County  and  bought  120  acres  of  land,  for  which  he 
paid  *;()  per  .acre.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  spring  of  1846 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  family'.  He  was  much 
pleased  with  his  purchase,  and  took  possession  of  a 
log  cabin  that  was  so  low  that  he  could  not  stand 
straight  in  it.  Indians  and  wolves  were  both  plen- 
tiful. At  that  time  an  old  fort  stood  just  west  of 
the  i)resent  vill.age  of  Wassonville.  He  re- 
mained upon  that  farm  eighteen  years,  and  at  one 
time  was  the  owner  of  400  acres,  but  adversities 
overtook  him,  and  he  niove<l  to  Richmond  in  the 
spring  of  18()3,  and  w.as  there  elected  County  Su- 
pervisor, Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Township  Trustee. 
Mr.  Mapel  remained  at  Richmond  a  little  over  a 

)  year,  and  then  went  to  .Sigournc^',  Iowa,  having 
traded  his  farm  for  a  hotel  at  that  pl.ace.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  hotel  business  four  3'ears,  and  then 
traded  for  a  farm  of  20!)  acres  of  land  on  section  (i, 
Lime  Creek  Township,  together  with  six  lots  in 
Dayton  and  ^2,000  in  mone3'.  B3'  this  trans.action 
he  was  .again  placed  upon  the  way  to  prosperit3'. 
In  1875  he  traded  149  acres  of  land  for  a  half  in- 
terest in  what  was  once  known  as  the  Hewett  mill, 
which  was  put  in  operation  about  1842,  and  was 
among  the  first  mills  in  Washington  County,  and  is 

,    to-day  in  fine  repair,  making  as  good  a  grade  of 
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flour  as  is  turned  out  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It 
is  now  called  the  Mendona  mill,  and  is  located  on 
English^River,  section  8,  Lime  Creek  Township,  in 
this  count}'. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  B.  >Sniith,  June  4,  1834.  She  was  born  .Jan. 
23,  1814,  in  Mononguhela  County.  W.  Va.,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Billingsley) 
Smith.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  her  mother  of  Virginia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mapel 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children  :  Cyrus  B. 
was  a  member  of  Co.  E,  30th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
is  now  a  hotel-keeper  in  Woolsey,  Dak. ;  Thomas  C. 
was  also  a  member  of;thu  30th  Iowa,  but  lost  his 
life  in  the  service,  and  now  sleeps  in  the  Sunny 
South;  Samuel  S.  also  served  in  the  30tb  Iowa, and 
is  now  a  liverjman;  Hannah  E.  is  at  home;  Martba 
A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Elias  Temple,  a  resi- 
dent of  Clay  Count}',  Kan. ;  John  N.  died  in  Sigour- 
ney,  Iowa,  aged  seven  years. 

Mr.  Mapel  has  held  various  township  offices;  was 
Assessor  two  years,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of  the 
school  district  fourteen  years.  He  introduced  the 
first  reaper  used  in  Washington  County.  Together 
with  his  loved  companion,  he  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life,  while  both  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  the 
citizens  of  Lime  Creek  Township.  Mr.  Mapel  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  over 
forty-six  years.  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
gi'owth  of  Washington  County  for  the  p.ast  forty 
years,  and  is  a  representative  pioneer.  The  golden 
wedding  of  this  worth}'  couple  was  celebrated  in 
June,  1884,  by  a  family  reunion,  at  which  time 
many  presents  were  made  them  by  their  friends, 
including  a  handsome  gold-headed  cane,  of  which 
Mr.  Mapel  was  the  recipient. 


^  G.  IIENDERSON,"M.  D.,  of  West  Chester, 
this  county,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  in  1854.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  T.  Hender- 
son, who  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  received  an  academic  education,  and  on  reach- 
ing his  majority  commenced  reading  medicine. 
In  187G  he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  Drake 
Medical  College,   Chicago,    and    for  the  next  two 


years  attended  Starling's  iSIedical  College,  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  graduating  from  that  institution  Feb.  5, 
1879.  He  has  also  a  special  diploma  from  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Dr.  Henderson  came  to  this  county  in  1884, 
locating  in  Washington,  and  during  that  year  was 
made  County  Physician.  In  August,  1885,  he 
came  to  West  Chester,  where  he  h.is  since  contin- 
ued to  reside,  and  where  he  is  building  up  an  active 
and  prosperous  practice.  He  is  of  the  regular 
school  of  medicine.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  a  strong  temperance  man.  In  the  neigh- 
borhood where  he  resides  and  where  he  is  best 
known,  he  is  universally  esteemed. 


NSON  MOORE  was  among  the  pioneers  of 
iS^/OII  Washington  County  and  located  land  here 
in  1840.  He  was  born  in  Hartford  County, 
Conn.,  Dec.  '23,  1800.  His  father  was  Jo- 
seph Moore,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution, 
enlisting  when  he  w.as  but  si.xteen  years  old.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Alcinda  Adams,  and 
both  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  In  1818  this 
couple  sought  a  fairer  field  in  the  then  distant  West, 
and  settled  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  where,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  sons,  and  after  years  of  hard 
labor,  the  elder  Moore  succeeded  in  clearing  up  a 
home  in  the  wilderness.  He  and  his  wife,  who  had 
lived  together  for  more  than  half  a  century,  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  but  two 
are  now  living,  namely:  Pluma,  the  widow  of  Mil- 
ton Walters,  who  resides  in  Ohio,  and  Anson,  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice. 

In  his  youth  Anson  acquired  a  fair  education. 
In  1830  he  was  married  to  Lucia  iMeacham,  born 
in  Trumbull  County  in  1809.  A  few  years  later  he 
determined  to  join  the  tide  of  emigration  flocking 
West,  and  in  1840  came  to  Washington  County  to 
locate  a  home.  Having  done  so  he  returned  East, 
and  the  following  spring  brouglit  his  family  to  his 
location,  adjoining  Brighton  on  the  west.  Here  he 
found  ample  employment  at  his  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner,  putting  up  many  of  the  best  buildings 
in  the  village  and  surrounding  country,  and  at  the 
same  time  running  a  small  farm.       Mr.  Moore   was 
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an  old-line  Whig,  and  naturally  became  a  Repub- 
liciin  on  tlie  orgaiiizatiuu  of  that  party.  Foi'  two 
yeare  before  leaving  Oliio  lie  was  a  Justice  of  tlie 
Peace,  resigning  when  he  left.  Soon  after  coming 
here  he  was  elected  to  the  sa.'ne  position,  which  he 
has  filled  continuously  ever  since,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year  when  he  refused  to  act,  and  is  to- 
day one  of  tiio  oldest  Justices  in  tlie  State,  having 
served  for  forty-seven  years.  He  is  well  read  and 
thoroughly  jiostod  in  puhlic  affairs. 

Of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mooio"s  ciiililren  the  following 
are  now  living:  Orli,  Charlotte,  Abigail,  Janet, 
Laura,  Celiaand  Eliza.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  April  23,  1885,  sincerely  mourned  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  relatives,  to  whom  her  gentle- 
ness and  kindness  of  heart  had  great!}'  endeared 
her.  Mr.  .Mu(ire,  though  past  fourscore,  is  yet 
hale  and  heai  ty,  and  it  is  hoped  by  his  many  friends 
that  he  may  be  spared  for  years  to  come.  His  long 
life  in  this  county  has  never  been  marred  by  a 
stain  on  his  character,  and  no  resident  of  the  county 
stands  higher  in  it  tlian  Anson  Moore. 


T 
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Cv  H.  LOWDER  residesat  West  Chester,  Iowa, 
and  is  a  sou  of  Madison  and  Nancy  (Bray) 
,^__J/  Lowdcr,  bdlli  of  whom  were  natives  of  In- 
diana. He  was  bom  in  1S4.")  in  the  .same  State, 
and  came  lo  this  county  in  184(1,  in  coiupany  with 
his  parents,  who  settled  near  Riverside,  where  his 
father  bought  a  faiui,  which  he  improved.  His 
early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  and  working  in  a 
mill.  His  father  owned  a  grist  and  saw  mill  on 
English  River,  east  of  the  village  of  Riverside. 

In  18G1,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  lOtli 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  with  the  regiment  as  a 
private  until  after  the  battle  of  Corinlh,  when  he 
was  discharged  on  account  of  di.sease  ct)ntracted 
wliile  ill  the  service.  Recovering  his  health,  he 
again  enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of  Co.  B,  22d 
Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  serving  with  this  regiment  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  being  mustered  out  at 
Davenport.  Returning  from  the  arm}',  he  settled 
in  Richmond,  Washington  County,  where  lie  worked 
fourteen   years   for   Alex   Cibson  on   a  farm.     He 


then  went  to  Indi.ana  to  visit  his  sister  who   w.is 
teacliing  in  the  schools  of  Indianapolis. 

While  in  Indiana,  on  the  2'2d  of  December,  1S76, 
Mr.  L.  was  married  to  Lucinda  Johns,  a  native  of 
Noble  Count}',  that  Stjite.  They  have  had  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living — Wyatt,  RoUo, 
Orville  and  Wealthie.   Lettie  May  is  deceased.  Mr. 

i  Lowder  is  the  owner  of  a  residence  and  two  lots  in 
the  village  of  West  Chester.     He  is  now  drawing  a 

I  pension  from  the  General  Government  on  account 
of  his  weak  eyes,  whicli  were  diseased  while  in  the 
service. 

-.>, .^^ ^ 


Township,  is  engaged    in   general    farming 


and  stock-raisiiii 


He  was  born  in  Miller 


^j  Township,  Knox  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  15,  1821, 
and  is  the  sou  of  Benjamin  F.  au<l  Pluebe  (Byerly) 
Smith,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  for- 
mer born  in  1801).  and  the  latter  in  1802.  They 
were  the  [lareuts  of  seven  children,  the  following  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Christina,  the  widow  of  H.  K. 
Smoots,  residing  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio;  J.  F.,  a  far- 
mer and  shoemaker  in  Licking  Couniy,  the  same 
State;  and  May  J.,  the  wife  of  Justice  Wick,  a 
banker  in  VdungstDwu,  Ohio.  The  family  were 
brought  u|)  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  all 
were  acceptable  members  and  useful  workers  in 
that  body.  The  father  died  in  18  1(1,  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  and  the  motlifr  in  We-itmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  in  18(;;i. 

The  early  life  of  Robert  was  spent  on  a  farm, 
and  attending  the  district  schools  of  that  day.  He 
remained  at  home  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
and  w!is  then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  J.  Mc- 
Clintock.  a  native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  born 
Feb.  28,  1824,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Fulton)  McClintock.  They  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  settled  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  about 
the  year  1820.  They  wore  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living:  F^liza,  the  wife 
of  Calvin  Johnson,  a  fanner  residing  in  Piige 
County,  Iowa;  Nancy,  the  widow  of  Josiah  <Jreg- 
ory,  lives  in  Burlington,  Kan.;  Jane,  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  J.  P.,  a  farmer  in  Lyon  County,  Kan.; 
W.  W.,  a  farmer  in  Licking  Couniy,  Ohio,  and    O. 
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P.,  a  farmer  in  Coffey  County,  Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Clarissa, 
born  Nov.  25,  1849,  is  the  wife  of  A.  R.  Malconi, 
a  farmer  in  Carroll  County,  Ind.;  John  F.,  a  far- 
mer, horn  May  1(5,  1854,  married  Miss  Allie  Jef- 
frey, and  resides  in  Clay  County,  Kan. ;  Mary  A., 
born  Oct.  25,  1857,  died  Sept.  10,  1860;  Robert  F., 
born  April  27,  1860,  married  Miss  K.  I).  Rankin, 
of  this  county,  who  was  born  April  22,  1862;  Jo- 
seph S.,  liorn  Dec.  16,  1864,  married  Miss  Alma 
Seeton,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Seeton,  of  Keokuk 
County. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1860,  Mr.  Smith  left 
his  native  State  for  Mercer  County,  111.,  where  he 
located  and  remained  until  1864,  when  he  traded 
some  land  that  he  owned  in  Kansas  for  his  present 
farm  in  Dutch  Creek  Township.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  243  acres  of  well-improved  land.  All 
that  he  has  is  the  result  of  his  own  j)ersonal  effort, 
assisted  by  his  estimable  wife.  In  1885  Air.  and 
Mrs.  S.  visited  their  old  home  in  Ohio,  for  the  first 
time  in  twenty  years.  Thej'  could  scarcely  realize 
the  changes  that  were  made ;  the  familiar  faces  of 
many  that  were  known  in  early  life  were  missed; 
of  some,  they  found  their  names  recorded  on  the 
tombstones  in  the  cemetery,  while  others  had 
moved  away  as  they  had  done,  and  were  now  mak- 
ing homes  in  other  places. 

In  educational  and  other  matters,  Mr.  Smith  has 
always  been  greatly  interested.  Politically^  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  been  honored  with  the  various 
township  offices.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  and 
entire  familj'  are  also  members.  Few  persons  en- 
joy the  respect  and  good-will  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors  more  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  .Smith. 

^ ^.-^ v-^ 


II.  WATERHOUSE.  Principal  of  the  public 
schools,  Brighton,  is  the  son  of  John  H. 
and  Minerva  (Hanna)  Waterhouse,  the 
former  of  whom  is  deceased.  He  was  a 
native  uf  \'ermont,  in  which  State  he  was  born  in 
1830.  At  an  early  age  he  was  brought  West  by 
his  parents,  who  settled  in  Berrien  County,  Mich. 
Here  John  H.  grew  to  manhood,  and  lived  until 
A' 


his  death  in  1862.  The  mother  is  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  was  born  in  1830.  Not  many  years  after  her 
birth  she  came  with  her  parents  to  settle  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Ind.,  which  was  tiien  a  comparatively 
new  country.  John  H.  Waterhouse  and  Minerva 
Hanna  were  married  in  1854,  and  made  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  their  home.  Of  this  union  were 
born  four  children:  Esther  died  in  infancy;  Her- 
bert A. ;  Archibald  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  John  H.,  who  died  in  1882  from  the  effect  of 
an  accidental  gunshot  wound  received  while  hunt- 
ing. In  the  year  1862  the  father  died,  leaving  the 
mother  the  care  of  the  three  boys.  With  a 
mother's  determination,  she  kept  her  children  to- 
gether during  the  hard  years  of  the  war,  and  in 
1866  she  was  married  to  A.  H.  McClain,  of  Upper 
Sandusky,  Ohio.  For  eleven  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McClain  lived  in  Indiana,  but  in  1877  they  moved 
to  Washington  County,  where  they  have  since  re- 
sided. A.  H.  McClain  is  now  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  of  Clay  Township.  Four  sons  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  McClain — Elmore 
E.,  James  W.,  Abraham  F.  and  Ernest  D.  These  all 
live  with  their  parents  two  miles  west  of  Brighton. 

Herbert  A.,  the  oldest  brother,  also  lives  in  Clay 
Township,  and  is  by  occupation  a  farmer.  The 
next  son,  Archibald  H.,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
From  early  life  he  had  a  desire  to  enter  one  of  the 
professions,  but  like  many  another  poor  boy,  has 
found  rather  a  thorny  road  to  travel.  He  attended 
the  country  schools  of  Indiana  during  the  win- 
ter months  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  Then 
began  teaching,  and  going  to  college,  he  entered 
the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  at  Valparaiso  in  1876, 
but  was  forced  to  leave  in  his  Junior  year.  He 
liegan  the  study  of  law  in  1878  in  the  office  of 
Holmes  &  Reynolds,  at  Boone,  Iowa,  and  read 
with  them  until  1879,  but  was  then  forced  to  quit 
and  go  to  teaching.  In  1880  and  1881  he  attended 
the  law  school  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Since  then 
he  has  continued  his  studies  in  the  offices  of  L.  E. 
Kiinie,  at  Ann  Arbor;  Wile  <fe  Osborn,  at  La  Porte, 
Ind.,  and  L.  W.  Reynolds,  at  Boone,  Iowa.  In 
1882  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  LaPorte,  Ind., 
by  Judge  Noyes. 

In  1883  our  subject  was  elected  Principal  of 
the  Brighton  schools  and  has  held  the  position  four 
. ^^ 
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j'ears.  Durins  that  time  the  schools  were  raised 
to  a  standard  not  excelled  in  the  conntj\  Mr. 
Waterhouse  designs  to  quit  teaching  in  the  spring 
of  188S,  and  begin  the  practice  of  law  in  Washing- 
ton. He  was  married,  Aug.  30,  18H7,  to  Miss 
Etta  R.  Lacke}',  youngest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
John  Lackey,  of  Washington.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church. 


(tr^\  TEPIIEN  IIAYDEN,  a  fanner  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  on  section  13,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  117  acres  of  land, 
which  is  well  improved  in  every  respect. 
He  was  i)orn  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  June  6, 
1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Lot  and  Margaret  (Simp- 
son) Ilayden,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  German  descent;  the  latter  a  native  of  Indi- 
ana and  of  Irish  descent.  In  1844  the  family  came 
to  Iowa  and  settled  one  mile  west  of  Burlington, 
where  they  remained  one  year,  and  then  came  to 
Washington  County,  and  settled  on  section  26, 
Oregon  Township,  where  Mrs.  Hayden  died  in 
1878  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  and  Mr.  Hayden 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  They  reared 
a  family  of  eight  children:  Charity,  now  residing 
in  Louisa  Countj',  Iowa;  Jane,  residing  in  this 
county ;  Priscilla,  in  Missouri;  Stephen  and  Eliza- 
beth of  this  county  ;  Mary,  of  Kansas,  and  Margaret 
and  Louisa,  also  of  this  county. 

Lot  Ha^'den  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  on  coming  to  this  county  entered  160  acres  of 
land  with  a  land  warrant  secured  for  service  in 
that  war.  In  carl^'  life  lie  worked  at  the  trade  of 
blacksniitliing,  but  after  coming  to  Washington 
County  he  engaged  exclusively  in  farming.  He 
was  one  of  the  greatest  hunters  in  the  \\e.st,  hav- 
ing, it  is  thought,  killed  more  deer  than  any  other 
man  living  in  Washington  County.  During  one 
fall  he  killed  forty-seven  deer.  In  his  death  the 
county  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens,  and  the  family 
a  kind  and  indulgent  parent.  Coming  to  this 
county  at  an  early  day,  he  lived  to  see  the  great 
changes  that  were  made  in  transforming  it  from 
a  wild  state  tu  one  of  the  best  improved  counties 
in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Stephen   Hayden,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 


reared  upon  a  farm,  and  as  a  farmer  has  spent  his 
entire  life.  He  has  been  twice  married;  his  first 
wife  was  Rebecca  J.  Kell,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  this  county  in  1S,')1).  She  died  in  1866,  leaving 
two  children:  Anna  F.,  the  wife  of  Ormoud  Jack- 
son, of  Ida  Count}',  Iowa;  and  the  mother  of  two 
children — Stephen  O.  and  Clara  B. ;  and  Charity  I., 
the  wife  of  Howard  Carringer,  of  Lane  County, 
Kan.,  and  the  mother  of  four  children — Marj'  F., 
Jennie  L..  Laura  M.,  and  Frankie,  deceased. 

Mr.  Ha3-den's  second  wife  was  Monica  J.  Uobb; 
they  were  married  in  1867.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  .Margaret  Kobl),  and  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  Dec  20,  1830.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilayden 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Hayden  com- 
menced life  in  very  limited  circumstances,  but  by 
hard  labor,  economy  and  good  management,  as- 
sisted bj'  his  good  wife,  he  has  acquired  a  nice 
property,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  thrifty  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  Washington  County. 


'^SAAC  LEIGHTON,  deceased,  was  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  26,  Lime 
Creek  Township.  He  was  born  in  Augusta, 
Me.,  July  30,  1811,  and  was  a  son  of  Epiiraini  and 
Esther  (Tibbetts)  Leighton,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Maine.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
and  in  his  j-outh  learned  the  mason's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  a  number  of  years. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1837,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Pormelia  Lancaster,  born  in  Maine, 
Oct.  4,  1814,  and  daughter  of  Eliliu  and  Sarah 
(Tuckei-)  Lancaster,  both  of  whom  were  also  na- 
tives of  Maine,  where  they  died  many  years  ago.  In 
183'J,  Mr.  Leighton  removed  witli  his  f:imily  to  Ex- 
eter, N.Y.,  ami  in  1843  came  to  Washington  County, 
locating  on  the  farm  where  his  widow  still  lives, 
and  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Aug.  17,  1881.  His  body  was  interred  in 
Wa.ssonville  Cemetery.  On  coming  to  this  county 
Mr.  Leighton  entered  his  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  at  once  commenced  the  improve- 
ment of  his  farm.      He  was  a   pioneer  among  pio- 
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neers,  and  when  he  landed  in  Washington  Coiintj' 
had  but  $14  cash  capitul ;  luit  he  was  a  man  of 
Strength  and  will,  and  therefore  success  crowned 
his  efforts. 

To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Leighton  were  born  tiie  follow- 
ing children:  Charlotte,  born  April  30,  1838,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  VV.  Car- 
penter, a  farmer  in  Dawson  County,  Neb.;  S.  T.,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  in  this  connection,  was 
born  near  Parkman,  Me.,  Feb.  G,  1840;  Marian, 
born  March  30,  1842,  in  Cattaraugas  County,  N.  Y., 
is  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Allen,  of  Wellnian ;  Lyman  C, 
born  Sept  4,  1847,  died  Feb.  18,1852;  Alice  J., 
born  May  24,  I8,J2.  is  the  wife  of  D.  W.  Wolf,  a 
farmer  in  Sevent}'-Six  Township;  E.  _L.  died  in  in- 
fanc}'.  July  7,  1853;  Delphina  A.,  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Oct.  17,  1856,  was  married,  Sept. 
29,  1887.  to  Allen  McElwaine.  Mrs.  Leighton  is 
highly  regarded  in  the  neighborhood  where  she 
resides.  About  twelve  years  ago  she  and  her  hus- 
band visited  their  old  home  in  Augusta,  Me.  On 
that  visit  she  could  well  realize  the  great  changes 
that  are  being  constantly  made.  Faces  that  she 
desired  to  see  had  disappeared;  some  were  buried 
in  the  old  churchyard,  while  others,  lil^e  herself, 
had  found  homes  in  a  new  country.  While  many 
pleasing  memories  were  recalled,  she  was  yet  glad 
to  get  bade  to  her  Iowa  home,  where  she  awaits  the 
summons  that  comes  to  all.  Isaac  Leighton  made 
a  second  visit  to  the  East  in  the  spring  of  1881. 

S.  T.  Leighton,  farmer  and  stoclv-raiser,  who  re- 
sides on  section  26,  Lime  Creek  Township,  near  the 
old  home,  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  grevv  to  manhood  in  this 
county.  On  Sept.  24,  1861,  when  men  were  needed 
to  suppress  the  rebellion,  he  enrolled  his  name  as  a 
private  in  Co.  F,  11th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  regiment  rendez- 
voused at  Davenport,  thence  was  sent  to  Benton 
Barracks  Mo.,  and  from  there  to  Jefferson  City, 
where  it  was  divided,  part  being  sent  to  Fulton,  and 
part  to  Boonville,  Mo.  Reuniting  early  in  the  spring 
of  1862,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, Tenn.,  where  it  took  pnrt  in  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh.  after  which  it  was  in  the  secou<i  battle  of 
Corinth,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  many  other  en- 
gagements   during   the   war.     From    Vicksburg  it 


was  sent  out  to  Black  River,  under^Gen.  Sherman, 
to  look  after  the  rebel  General,  Johnston.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  it  was  in  the  Meridian  campaign, 
after  which  it  was  sent  back  to  Vicksburg,  where 
the  regiment  veteranized  and  received  a  thirty 
days'  furlough.  Mr.  Leighton  improved  the  time 
in  visiting  his  parents  and  friends  in  Washington 
Count3',  and  then  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Daven- 
port, Iowa.  The  regiment  saw  severe  service  in 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  finally,  with  their  com- 
rades, compelled  the  evacuation  of  that  city. 

Wiiile  near  Lovejoy  Station  our  subject  received 
a  wound  from  a  spent  ball,  striking  him  in  the  tem- 
ple, and  ranging  upward,  lodged  under  the  scalp. 
The  ball  was  removed  and  given  to  Mr.  Leighton, 
who  keeps  it  as  a  relic  of  the  war.  Rejoining  his 
regiment  which  had  been  united  to  the  main  army, 
Mr.  Leighton  was  with  Sherman  on  his  famous 
march  to  tlae  sea,  from  Beaufort,  S.  C,  marching 
through  South  Carolina,  arriving  at  Columbia  on 
February  16  ;  thence  through  South  and  North  Car- 
olina, and  Virginia,  to  AVashington,  where  it  formed 
a  part  in  the  grand  review  by  the  great  commander, 
U.  S.  Grant.  From  Washington  it  was  sent  to 
Parkersburg,  Va.,  thence  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where 
the  regiment  was  mustered  out  and  sent  to  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  for  final  discharge.  Mr.  Leighton  re- 
ceived his  discharge  July  17,  1865,  after  faithfully 
serving  three  years  and  ten  months.  Returning 
home,  he  at  once  resumed  his  old  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  in  which  business  he  is  still  engaged. 

In  1873  S.  T.  Leighton  married  Miss  Jane  Well- 
man,  a  native  of  Vermillion  County,  Ind.,  born 
Aug.  22,  1 853,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucy 
(McDowell)  Wellman.  They  are  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Elmer  A.,  born  Nov.  8,  1874;  Esther 
L,  Oct.  31,  1876;  Walter  L.,  Dec.  10,  1877;  Wil- 
bur S.,  May  8,  1881 ;  Isaac  W.,  July  16,  1885,  and 
Morris  M.,  Aug.  4,  1887  In  the  spring  of  1879, 
Mr.  Leighton  removed  to  Dakota  and  took  up  a 
lioraestead  of  160  acres  of  land.  He  remained  in 
Dakota  eigliteen  months,  then  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Washington  County  on  account  of  the  failing 
health  of  his  father.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  near  the  old  farm,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  reside,  and  which  is  well  improved  in 
every  respect.     Mr.  Leighton  is  well  and  favorably 
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known  throughout  his  township.  He  is  a  member 
of  Dayton  Lodge,  A.  F.  &,  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Ed 
Hamilton  Post  No.  112,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Wellman, 
Iowa.     Politically,  he  is  a  Uepublican. 
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lEN.IAMIN  SMITH,;section  13,  Dutch  Creek 

Township,  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
(JJ)))|j  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  Sept.  29, 
1820,  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
son  of  George  and  Sarah  Smith,  who  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  They  were-tlie  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  oldest:  Ilezekiah,  born  Oct.  19,  1»22  ;  Galilah, 
May  13,  1«25;  Mary  A.,  May  21,  1827;  tiabriel, 
Oct.  6,  1829;  Joshua,  July  21,  1831;  Elizabeth, 
•Sept.  14,  l.s:33,Land  Ira,  Feb.]  24,  1837.  Of  this 
number,  Galilah,  (iabriel,  Joshua  and  Ira  are  de- 
ceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home  and 
assisted  his  father  upon  the  farm  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-four years  of  age,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  In  1844  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ilettie  Holland,  a  native  of  Delaware, 
born  Feb.  4, 1832,  and  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
(Mustard)  Holland,  of  English  ancestry.  Her 
mother  died  when  she  was  quite  young.  Soon  after 
his  marriiige,  Mr.  Smith  rented  a  farm,  and  as  a 
renter  continued  until  l.s.")l,  when  he  purcliascd 
forty-six  acres  of  land  which  he  cultivated  for  live 
yeai-s.  Having  a  chance  to  sell  to  good__ad  vantage, 
he  did  so,  and  in  185G  came  to  Washington 
County,  and  bought  100  acres  of  land  in  Dutch 
Creek  Township,  built  a  liouse,  and  otherwise  im- 
proved the  same,  and  has  since  added  thirt^'-eight 
acres,  having  now  a  farm  of  138  acres  of  good  land, 
all  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and  well  improved. 
In  addition  to  the  purchase  made  for  himself,  Mr. 
Smith  has  assisted  his  sons  in  acquiring  good 
homes. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children,  all  sons:  Wesley,  born  Oct.  2,  1844; 
Josiah,  born  Jan.  17,  1846.  enlisted  in  the  30th 
Iowa  Infantry  during  the  late  war,  was  killed  in 
battle  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Sept.  4,  18li4,  and  sleeps  in 
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an  unknown  grave  in  the  Sunnj'  .South;  Marion, 
born  Oct.  24,  1847,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Story  County,  Iowa;  Allen,  born  Dec.  26,  1850, 
died  Feb.  29,  1876;  Francis,  born  Oct.  10,  1853,  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Dutch  Creek  Township,  and 
George,  born  May  18,  1858. 

Benjamin  Smith  is  a  self-made  man,  and  all  that 
he  now  possesses  was  acquired  by  his  own  exertions 
assisted  by  his  good  wife.  They  have  been  hard- 
working and. economical  people,  and  now,  as  their 
race  of  life  is  nearly  run,  are  living  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  honest  toil.  They  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  are  highlj'  esteemed  for  their 
Christian  virtues.  Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Democrat. 

i  W.  EYESTONE  is  a  prominent  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  1,  Seventy -.Six  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Rush  County.  Ind.,  born  in 
1837,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Alice  Eye- 
stone,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
latter  of  Kentucky.  The  family  came  to  this  coun- 
ty in  June.  1845.  and  located  in  Cedar  Township. 
Here  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  this  county.  He 
remained  at  humc  witli  his  parents  until  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  commenced,  when  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Co.  K,  13th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served 
his  country  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

As  is  probably  well  known  to  the  readers  of  this 
volume,  the  13th  Iowa  formed  part  of  Crocker's 
Iowa  Brigade,  and  did  probably  as  much  hard  serv- 
ice as  any  regiment  during  the  war.  Mr.  Eyestone 
was  promoted  First  Sergeant  Dec.  20,  Ks62,  near 
Oxford,  Miss.,  and  Lieutenant  at  Lake  Providence, 
La.,  Feb.  2,  1863,  and  served  as  such  till  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  in  man}'  of  the  most  noted 
battles  in  the  West,  including  those  of  Shiloh,  Cor- 
inth, luka,  the  sieges  of  \'icksburg  and  Atlanta. 
In  one  of  the  engagements  before  Atlanta,  on  the 
22d  of  July,  1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
confined  in  various  rebel  prisons,  including  Macon, 
Charleston,  Columbia  and  Charlotte,  for  seven 
months  and  eight  days.  He  was  then  paroled  for 
exchange  near  Wilmington,  N.  C.  .M:irch  I,  1)^65, 
and  was  sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  lemained 
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in  parole  eainp  until  liis  discharge,  April  28,  1865. 

On  receiving-  liis  discharge,  Lieut.  Eyestone  re- 
turned to  his  liume  in  Washington  County,  and 
on  the  12th  of  October,  18G5,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage witii  MissM.  A.  Gardner,  a  native  of  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  A. 
(Martin)  Gardner.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
them,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy.  Those  living 
are  Ralph  E.,  J.  Bruce,  Mary  J.,  Maggie  L.,  Carrie 
A.,  John  W.,  pjunice  May  and  Grace  Lillie.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eyestone  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican 
of  the  stalwart  kind.  In  his  business  career  he  has 
been  quite  successful.  His  first  purchase  of  land 
was  made  in  1868,  when  he  bought  160  acres  on 
section  1,  Seventy -Six  Township,  which  he  ini.- 
proved,  until  to-day  it  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Washington  County.  He  has  added  to  his  original 
purchase  until  he  now  owns  280  acres,  all  of  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  farfti 
buildings  were  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  15,000-. 
Starting  in  life  without  a  dollar,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one, all  that  he  owns  has  been  secured  through 
his  own  efforts,  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife.  In 
addition  to  general  farming,  he  is  engaged  quite  ex- 
tensively in  stock-raising,  keeping  a  high  grade  of 
Short-horn  cattle,  together  with  Poland-China  hogs. 
Of  the  latter  he  turns  off  about  $1,500  worth  per 
year.  While  never  aspiring  for  office,  he  has  yet 
been  honored  bj'  his  fellow-townsmen  with  various 
township  offices.  As  a  citizen,  no  man  ranks  higher 
in  Washington  County. 

A  fine  view  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Eyestone  will 
be  found  in  this  connection.  When  looking  upon 
the  picture,  the  young  men  of  this  day  may  form 
an  idea  of  what  may  be  acquired  by  any  man  who 
has  a  willing  mind,  and  who  will  work  for  the  same 
end. 


AVID  B.  DEY,  Brighton,  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Washington  Countj'.  He 
is  the  son  of  Lewis  and  IMary  (Bard)  Dey. 
and  was  born  in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J., 
March  14,  1812.  His  grandfather.  David  Bard, 
held  a  commission  as  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
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War,  and  served  as  such  until  its  close.  In  1825, 
Lewis  Dey  emigrated  with  his  family  from  Mon- 
mouth County,  N.  J.,  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  subsequently  died.  Of  the  nine  children 
of  Lewis  and  INIary  Dey,  five  are  yet  living:  David 
B..  our  subject;  Mary,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Aber- 
crombie,  now  living  in  Schuyler  County,  111. ;  Lewis 
resides  in  Seward  County,  Neb.,  Richard  is  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county,  and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
E.  Wycoff,  of  Jefferson  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dey  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Dey,  Mrs. 
Dey  married  Lewis  Boyer,  an  old  Revolutionary 
soldier,  at  one  time  one  of  Washington's  body 
■gua,rd. 

"' ^'The'-aUbJect-of  tiiis  sketch  went  to  Ohio  in  1825, 
ahcf  ihe're 'wrked  upon  his  father's  farm  during  the 
summer  months,  'and  attended  school  for  three 
months  during  the  winter.  He  was  married  in 
; Shelby  C<}uiiity,  Ohio,  in  1835,  to  Miss  Mary  Black- 
wood, a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Cr»e) 
Blackwood;  the  former  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  but 
was  reared  in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
William,  novv  residing  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Margaret,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Scillan,  of  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  and 
Eliza,  the  wife  of  Henry  Young,  of  Quincy,  Mich. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackwood  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  both  died  in  Ohio.  In 
1845,  Mr.  Dey  came  with  his  family  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  located  on  section  21),  Brighton 
Township,  and  there  improved  a  farm  on  which  he 
remained  until  1875,  when  he  came  to  Brighton, 
and  has  since  been  living  a  retired  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dey  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren :  Margaret  A.,  deceased ;  Lewis  E.,  a  farmer  in 
Norton  County,  Kan. ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Iloli- 
peter,  of  Mexico,  Mo. ;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  David  M. 
Robinson,  of  Norton  County,  Kan. ;  Lydia  C,  the 
wife  of  Charles  A.  Cooper,  of  Keokuk  County, 
Iowa;  Joseph  S.,  an  attorney-at-law,  of  Wellington, 
Kan.,  and  William  S.,  a  teacher  in  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dey  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  numbered 
among  the  oldest  members  of  that  Church  in  Brigh- 
ton Township;  both   take   an     active     interest   in 
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Church  work.  In  earl}'  life,  Mr.  Dey  was  a  Whig 
of  the  Heur}'  Clay  stamp,  but  has  voted  with  the 
Republican  party  since  its  organization.  At  the 
time  they  came  to  Washington  Country,  there  were 
bands  of  Indians  passing  and  repassing  from  time 
to  time,  and  the  country  was  full  of  wild  game. 

When  Mr.  Dey  landed  in  this  county,  his  t<ttal 
cash  capital  was  fift}'  cents.  By  hard  work  an<l 
strict  economy,  assisted  by  his  good  wife,  he  has 
accumulated  a  competency,  and  they  are  now 
resting  from  their  hard  labors,  and  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  the  beautiful  village  of  Brighton.  For 
nearly  half  a  century  they  have  been  citizens  of  the 
count}-,  and  in  all  the  changes  that  have  taken  place 
from  the  day  they  landed  here  luiiil  tlic  i>resent, 
the}'  have  been  eye  witnesses  and  active  partici- 
pants. As  pioneers,  those  enduring  the  toils  and 
privations  of  that  early  day,  they  are  entitled  to 
the  respect  of  the  younger  generation.  None  enjoy 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  their  felluw-citizens 
in  a  greater  degree. 

JOHN  McCALL,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
sides upon  section  21,  Washington  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  near  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
Jan.  1,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  William  C.  and 
Rachel  (Ragan)  McCall.  His  father  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1.S35  the  family  left 
Tennessee  and  settled  in  Carroll  County,  Intl.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  C.  McCall  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  .lolui, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Nancy  J.,  the  wife  of 
James  G.  Malcolm,  of  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  and 
Mary  E.,  the  widow  of  J.  E.  McNey,  who  resides 
in  Washington.  In  politics,  Mr.  McCall  was  origi- 
nally a  Whig,  but  with  strong  anti-slavery  tenden- 
cies. He  and  his  wife  were  both  men)bers  of  the 
Seceders'  Church,  of  which  body  he  was  a  Ruling 
Elder  for  many  years.  The  mother  died  in  1847, 
and  the  father  in  1867. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  was  educated  in  a  pioneer  log  cabin.  In  1855 
he  left  Indiana  and  went  to  Freeporl,  Stevenson 
Co.,  HI.,  where  be  remained  three  years,  and  then 
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went  to  Winterset,  Madison  Co.,  Iowa.  In  18G3 
he  came  to  Washington  County,  where  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside.  In  1878  he  was  married 
to  .Miss  Lizzie  Nelson,  a  daughter  of  William  Nel- 
son, one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county.  By  this 
union  there  are  three  children — William  R.,  John 
Harvey  and  Emma  Belle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCall 
are  members  of  the  Associate  Presliytcrian  Church. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican.  As  citizens,  friends 
and  neighbors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .McCall  are  highly  es- 
teemed and  enjoy  the  respect  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

ORACE  .STEfi^LE  is  a    farmer    and    stock- 
raiser,    residing    on    section     4,    Highland 
Township,  and  is  the  owner  of  SIO  acres  of 
tine  land,  all  of  wiiich  is  under  a  high  state 
f  cultivatii)n.     He  was  born  in  Delawrire  County, 
Ind.,  in    1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Justin  and  Eliza  A. 
(Pugsley)  Steele,  both  of  whom   were  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  of  JScotch  descent.     They  came  to 
I   this  county  in  1856. 

Horace  Steele,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  grew  to  manhood  in 
Indiana,  and  there  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  In  1856  he  came  to  W.ashington 
County,  this  State,  with  his  ])arents,  worked  for 
his  father  upon  a  farm  for  a  time,  and,  in  1862, 
was  united  in  marriage  in  Jefferson  County,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Alinira  E.  Green,  a  native  of  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  born  in  1840.  Seven  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Alonzo  J.,  who  married  Anna  Potter;  Fannie  K., 
Ira  C,  Milo  M.,  Henry  F.  and  tirace  E.  Charles 
B.  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Steele  is  but  another  e.Kaniple  of  what  may 
be  accomplished  by  energy  and  pluck.  Starting  in 
life  in  limited  circumstances,  he  has,  by  persever- 
ance, hard  labor,  economy  and  good  management, 
placed  himself  and  family  in  good  circumstances, 
with  enough  of  this  world's  goods  to  render  them 
comfortable  through  life.  He  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county,  and  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice,  on  account  of  what  he  has 
accomplished  during  his  thirty  years'  residence 
here.     At  the  time  he  settled  in  Highland   Town- 
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ship,  the  greater  portion  of  the  land  was  in  its  wild 
state,  and  in  its  improvement  no  man  has  done 
more  than  Horace  Steele.  He  has  never  aspired  to 
office,  but  has  been  content  to  faithfully  discharge 
all  his  private  duties,  leaving^others  who  have  the 
inclination  to  work  for  the  public.  In  all  moral 
enterprises  he  lias  been  a  liberal  contributor,  and  is 
yet  ever  ready  to  give  of  his  means  for  the  .ad- 
vancement of  any  enterprise  calculated  for  the 
public  good.     Politicall}-,  he  is  a  Republican. 

JOSEPH  EDELSTEIN,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Oray,  Switzerland,  in  1811.  When  a  lad 
1  he  learned  both  tiie  biaelvsmith  and  wagou- 
i|(®l/i  maker's  trades,  and  left  his  father's  home, 
traveling  extensivel}',  doing  journej'inan's  work. 
He  came  to  America  about  1833  and  located  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  while  there  was  married  to 
Frances  Schilling.  The  young  couple  concluded 
to  tr}'  their  fortune  in  a  new  couutr}',  and  Joseph 
came  to  this  county  in  the  summer  of  1837,  and 
located  a  claim  now  owned  by  his  son  on  section 
13.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and  returned  to  Ohic) 
for  his  wife.  Thej'  left  Cleveland  with  a  wagon  and 
team  of  horses,  and  also  brought  with  them  a  cow. 
When  they  arrived  here,  Mr.  Edelstein  found  noth- 
ing but  ashes  to  mark  tlie  place  where  stood  his 
cabin.  Not  onl^-  that,  hut  his  hay  was  also  burned, 
and  in  the  middle  of  winter  with  no  neighbors 
nearer  than  Iowa  City,  the  outlook  was  hard.  They 
dug  a  hole  in  the  river  bank,  on  the  north  side  of 
English  River,  fronting  tlie  south.  Into  this  they 
moved  what  few  things  they  had,  and  afterward 
placed  logs  on  the  inside  to  keep  it  from  caving  in. 
The  work  of  building  a  new  cabin  was  at  once 
commenced,  and  it  was  progressing  fairly,  with  the 
aid  of  his  young  wife,  but  before  it  was  completed 
they  were  awakened  one  night  by  the  sound  of 
rushing  water,  and  upon  getting  out  of  bed  found 
the  water  knee-deep  in  the  "dug-out."  Mr.  Edel- 
stein awakened  his  wife,  and  together  they  carried 
out  tlie  goods  and  depositedthem  on  the  high  bank. 
The  old  "dug-out"  can  yet  be  seen;  also  the  first 
'  cabin  built  in  the  township  in  which  Joseph,  the 


eldest  son,  and  the  second  white  ciiild  in  tliis  town- 
ship, was  born,  Nov.  10,  1838. 

In  the  winter  of  1837,  in  the  "dug-out"  men- 
tioned, a  son,  George,  was  born,  who  was  married 
and  lived  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  While 
he  lived  he  could  claim  the  distinction  of  being  the 
eldest  born  in  the  township,  but  the  honor  now 
falls  to  Joseph,  who  is  truly  a  fitting  representative 
of  his  father  and  bears  his  name.  Several  neigh- 
bors came  in  1837,  and  settled  within  one  or  two 
miles  of  the  Edelstein  claim.  Joseph  Billraan 
built  a  cabin  within  a  few  rods  of  our  subject, 
and  for  several  years  lived  there.  They  had  a  hard 
time  to  procure  something  to  eat.  Mr.  Edelstein 
would  start  toward  Burlington  with  the  team,  and 
whenever  he  could,  would  bu_v  a  bushel  or  half  a 
bushel  of  corn,  and  after  lie  had  secured  enough 
would  have  it  ground,  the  trip  for  a  bushel  of  meal 
often  taking  a  week.  Corn  bread  and  wild  game 
gave  thein  what  provision  was  used  during  the  first 
year.  Indians  were  plenty,  and  their  village  was 
only  a  short  distance  from  the  Edelstein  home. 
They  were  the  playmates  of  the  white  children  for 
years,  and  Joseph  S.  laughingly  speaks  of  the  fun 
they  used  to  have  together.  Some  of  the  families 
had  even  shorter  rations  than  our  subject.  They 
used  coffee  mills  to  grind  corn,  and  oven  hickory 
stumps  were  hollowed  out,  and  in  this  tlie  corn  was 
poured  and  crushed  with  a  large  stone.  Such  a 
relic  stands  in  the  old  Schnoeblen  dooryard.  Jo- 
seph was  well  liked  by  the  Indians;  he  vvas  a  great 
smoker,  and  often  they  would  congregace  together, 
with  Joseph  in  the  center  with  his  pipe,  and  he 
would  take  a  puff,  then  hand  the  pipe  to  one  of  the 
Indians,  who  after  taking  a  draw  would  pass  it  to 
another,  until  the  tobacco  was  ail  gone.  The  friend- 
ship never  diminished,  and  years  after  the  Indians 
had  gone  Joseph,  Jr.,  met  a  band  of  tliem,  who  rec- 
ognized him  and  inquired  about  his  fatiier. 

Joseph  Edelstein  was  well  educated  in  five  lan- 
guages. This  made  him  one  of  the  most  useful 
men  in  his  day,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  Trust- 
ees. He  entered  his  lands  as  soon  as  they  en  me 
into  market,  and  upon  his  farm  lived  and  died.  He 
had  a  horror  of  law,  and  was  (jne  of  the  most  con- 
scientious of  men.  He  vvas  also  very  prosperous, 
and  when  he  died  owned  520  acres  of  laud  all  in 
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one  body.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted 
Catholics,  and  were  members  <.)f  tlie  lirst  Chureli  in 
this  count}',  and  donated  to  tiie  Church  at  Rich- 
mond, Sts.  Vincent  and  Stanislaus,  forty  acres  of 
timber.  In  support  of  the  Ciiurch  Mr.  lidelsteiu 
was  very  liberal,  and  upon  the  lands  donated  he 
planted  several  fruit  trees,  one  of  which  is  yet 
standing.  He  was  the  father  of  four  sons  and  four 
daughters:  George,  deceased ;  Joseph  S. ;  John  H., 
deceased ;  Caroline,  .losepliine.  May  E. ;  Peter  and 
Marj-,  also  deceased.  John  married  Caroline  Melli- 
ger:  Caroline  wedded  Henry  Lonberger;  Josephine 
married  P'ranl<  Graff,  and  Alary  K.  became  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Lansing  Rose,  who  was  asohlier  in  the  array, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Berlin,  Wis.  All  except 
Rose  are  well  known  to  all  old  settlers. 

Joseph  Edelstein,  Jr.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Indian 
War.  Having  started  for  Pike's  Peak  in  l.S(;3,  he 
was  pressed  into  the  service,  and  later  volunteered 
and  acted  as  escort  while  it  lasted.  At  Plum  Creek 
he  was  three  times  wounded,  two  balls  in  the  leg, 
and  an  arrow  in  his  head,  but  he  only  stopped 
fighting  until  the  bullets  were  extracted.  He  tells 
the  most  horrible  stories  of  Indian  outrages,  in 
which  victims  were  tortured  by  cutting  off  arms  at 
the  elbows  and  legs  at  the  knees,  leaving  them  to 
die.  Children  were  taken  b}'  the  ankles  and  their 
brains  daslied  out  over  the  wagon  wheels,  while  those 
wounded  were  scalped  and  left  to  their  fate.  For 
ten  months  Joseph  8.  never  left  the  country,  but 
crossed  and  recrossed  the  plains  several  times.  He 
was  clad  in  a  General's  suit  and  was  greatly  feared 
by  the  Indians,  and  many  a  savage  came  to  a  sud- 
den end  when  his  carbine  was  fired.  He  remained 
with  Co.  C,  14th  Colored  Regiment,  until  the  war 
closed,  although  he  was  on  detached  duty. 

Joseph  Edelstein,  Jr.,  was  married,  June  18, 
1863,  to  Miss  Theresa  Beach,  of  Washington 
Count}',  who  removed  with  her  father,  while  Josei)h 
S.  was  escort.  After  his  return  home  he  settled 
down  to  farm  life,  content  to  remain  among  the 
white  people  instead  of  savages,  and  the  farm  on 
which  he  lives  was  cleared  and  improved.  By 
trade  he  is  a  wagon-maker  and  blacksmith,  and  is 
also  a  practical  machinist.  He  owns  180  acres  of 
the  original  entry,  and  has  paid  cash  for  it  all.  He 
is  an  ardent  advocate  of  education,  and  was  a 
4» 


member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years.  He 
is  the  father  of  Mary  F.,  deceaseil ;  Anna  M.,  Jo- 
seph L.,  Eli/.al)eth  II..  Mary  J.,  Louisa  C,  Frank 
W.,  May  and  Rosa.  They  are  heirs  to  a  noble 
name  in  the  history  of  this  county,  and  the  in- 
creased honor  of  being  children  of  the  oldest  born 
settler  of  the  same  will  give  them  a  place  in  her 
history  forever.  Wlien  the  Catholic  Church  was 
organized  at  Riverside,  Mr.  Edelstein  was  one  of 
the  building  committee,  and  one  of  the  lirst  mem- 
bers. In  18.>2,  when  the  great  flood  came,  and  the 
mills  were  disabled,  at  the  farm  house  of  Mr.  John 
Dielil  a  iiandmill  was  fastened  on  his  porch,  and 
neighbors  for  miles  around  came  to  grind  their 
corn. 


,ENJAMIN  BIDWELL,:section  31,  Marion 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Vermt)nt,  born  in 
December,  181!t,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Sarah  Bidwell,  the  former  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  New  Hampshire.  He  is 
of  English  des(^ent.  When  he  was  but  seven  years 
of  age,  his  parents  moved  to  Champaign  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
a  liberal  education.  He  was  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  in  Ohio  for  eight  years,  and 
taught  one  term  in  Washington  County.  His 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  while  his 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  His  father  died  in  Brighton,  Wash- 
ington County,  and  his  mother  in  Jefferson  County, 
Iowa.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  many  years,  and  was  a  great 
worker  in  the  Church. 

Mr.  Bidwell  was  married,  in  December,  1850,  to 
Margaret  L.  Wireman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Morehead)  Wire- 
man.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Minerva  Jane,  the  wife  of  Henry  Weidner,  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  Iowa;  Wallace  W.,  residing  at 
home,  is  engaged  with  his  father  in^  the  stone- 
quarrj'  and  other  business;  Minnie  is  the  wife 
of  C.  1).  McClelland,  a  farmer  and  tilemaker  in 
Keota,  Keokuk  County ;  Jasper  E.  is  also  assisting 
his  fallicr  in  his  present  business;  Horatio  S.  is  at 
home,  and  Lillie  J.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
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In  1855  Mr.  Bidvvell  cauie  with  his  family  to 
Iowa,  and  located  in  Brighton,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  and  for  six  years  was 
Postmaster  in  that  village.  He  then  went  to  Mer- 
rimac,  Jefferson  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed 
as  book-keeper  at  the  Merrimac  Mills,  for  Rodger 
Bros.,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then 
bought  a  farm  in  .Tefferson  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
lived  three  years,  then  moved  to  the  citj'  of  Fair- 
field, in  that  county,  and  engaged  in  running  a 
hotel  for  sixteen  months.  He  then  moved  to 
Pleasant  Plains,  where  he  lived  three  years,  also 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Returning  to 
Brighton,  he  lived  there  till  June,  1886,  when  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  3 1 , 
Marion  Township,  where  he  now  resides  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming,  the  wood  business,  and  operating 
a  stone-quarry.  From  this  quarry  he  gets  out  an 
excellent  building-stone,  which  he  ships  to  various 
points  from  Burlington  to  Oskaloosa.  During  the 
month  of  April  he  got  out  and  shipped  twent}^- 
four  carloads  of  building-stone.  Mr.  Bidwell  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  the  most  important  of 
the  various  township  offices.  He  was  also  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  Brighton  one  term. 


fjA  P.  McCAULLEY  resides  upon  section  27, 
'  Dutch  Creek  Township,  and  is  one  of  tiie 
young  and  prominent  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Washington  County.  He  was  born  Feb. 
17,  1853,  near  Cleveland.  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Ann  (Alexander)  McCaulley,  both  of 
whom  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Daniel  Mc- 
Caulley was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Barbara  Giles,  to  whom  he  was  married  March  8, 
1821.  Tiieir  children  were:  John,  a  farmer,  now 
residing  in  Seward  County,  Neb.;  William,  also  a 
farmer,  residing  in  Medina  Count}',  Ohio;  Caroline 
M..  the  widow  of  Michael  Wolf,  resides  at  Kearnej', 
Neb. ;  II.  W.  is  a  farmer,  residing  in  Smith  County, 
Kan.;  Barbara  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Smiley,  a  farmer 
in  Smith  Count}',  Kan.;  Theodore  and  Martha  are 
deceased.     Barbara  McCaulley  died  Dec.  4,   1839, 

'  '  and  Mr.  McCaulley  wedded  Ann  Alexander,  July 
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2,  1 842.  Their  family  consisted  of  the  following- 
named  children;  N.  D.,  deceased,  was  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Washington  County;  James  is  a  stock 
dealer,  residing  in  New  Sharon,  Mahaska  Co.,  Iowa; 
Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  M.  F.  Gatlin,  a  farmer  in 
Smith  County,  Kan.;  V.  P.,  tiie  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Frank  A.,  a  farmer  in  Keokuk  County, 
Iowa. 

Daniel  McCaulley  was  by  occupation  a  farmer, 
and  for  three  years  leased  a  farm  near  the  Monon- 
gahela  River,  in  Pennsylvania,  where  Gen.  Brad- 
dock  was  defeated  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1792,  and  there  lived  until 
about  1823,  when  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  bought 
160  acres  of  land  near  Cleveland,  which  he  im- 
proved and  made  his  home  until  his  removal  to 
Washington  County  in  1854.  On  coming  to  this 
county,  at  that  time  lie  purchased  l)etween  300  and 
400  acres  of  land  on  section  27,  where  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  now  resides,  all  of  which  he  placed 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved 
in  every  respect.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy 
and  industrious  habits,  and  was  an  admirer  of  good 
horses  and  cattle,  taking  special  pains  to  secure  the 
best,  and  to  keep  in  order  those  whieii  he  had.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occui'red  in  1875,  he 
was  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  tillable  land.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoiial  Church, 
of  which  body  he  had  been  a  member  for  very 
many  years.  In  the  Church  of  which  he  was  so 
long  a  member,  and  in  that  place  called  home, 
where  the  beloved  ones  would  gather  together,  he 
took  a  special  delight.  He  could  not  do  too  much 
for  eithei',  and  in  his  death  a  great  loss  was  ex- 
perienced by  the  members  of  his  family  and  the 
Church.  His  devoted  wife  yet  remains  on  this  side 
of  the  river,  and  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Gatlin. 

The  members  of  the  family  having  married  and 
scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  has  since  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  in  the 
work  he  has  been  eminently  successful.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  excellent  habits,  one  possessed  of 
good  judgment,  and  is  at  all  times  industrious.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  A.  Krakaw, 
on  the  28th  of  October,  1877.  She  was  born  Oct. 
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26,  1857.  in  Washington  County,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Otto  and  Sarah  Ki'al<aw'.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  her  mother  of  Oliio.  Her 
father  is  now  dece.ised,  but  her  mother  is  yet  living 
at  the  age  of  tifty-six.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Metli(>di;it  lipiseopal  Church,  of  which  body  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McCauUey  are  also  members.  Politically, 
Mr.  McCaulley  is  a  Republican. 


5^  AMUKL  M.  AR.M.STRONCi,  photographer, 
Washington,  was  born  Oct.  1,  1849,  in 
Allegheny  Count}',  Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of 
David  H.  and  Leticia  (Melville)'  Arm- 
strong. (See  sketch  of  D.  H.  Armstrong  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.)  Soon  aft^r  the  birth  of  Samuel 
the  family  moved  to  Louisville,  Ky.,aud  from  that 
place  to  Washington,  this  State,  in  1 8.5(5,  where 
our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  and  where  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside  with  the  exception  of 
about  two  years. 

In  his  boj'hood  and  3'outh  Samuel  Armstrong 
attended  tlie  public  schools  of  Washington,  and 
for  a  time  assisted  his  father  at  the  mason's  trade. 
About  18GiS  he  went  into  the  gallery  of  A.  Kracaw 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  photographer,  which  he  mas- 
tered in  all  its  details,  and  in  1873  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  business,  wliicli  he  continued 
for  one  year,  wlien  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Spring- 
field, Mo.,  where  lie  purch.ased  a  gallery,  and  re- 
mained one  year,  lie  then  returned  to  Iowa  and 
located  at  Fairfield,  where  he  also  remained  one 
year.  Returning  to  W.ashington  in  1878,  he  pur- 
chased the  old  gallery  then  being  run  by  .M.  W. 
Owen,  where  he  has  since  continued,  having  estab- 
lished a  tnide  second  to  but  few  galleries,  even  in 
the  larger  cities. 

Photography,  which  has  from  the  beginning  been 
classed  among  the  trades,  is  now  beginning  to  be 
ranked  among  the  professions,  and  not  without 
reason.  ]Not  only  mechanical  skill,  but  artistic 
taste,  is  now  required  of  a  first-class  [jliotographer. 
To  meet  the  requirements  it  is  necessary'  for  one 
to  study  and  experiment,  that  perfection  may  be 
attained.  That  Mr.  Armstrong  is  studious,  that  he 
is  abrejist  with  the  times,  a  glance  at  his  work  will 
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attest.  Every  new  improvement  in  his  line  is 
adopted,  and  as  a  consequence  he  has  the  trade  of 
which  mention  has  been   made. 

Samuel  .M.  Armstrong  and  .Miss  Alice  May  Yea- 
rick  were  united  in  marriage  Dec.  10.  1873.  She 
is  a  native  of  Knox  Count}',  Ohio,  born  Nov.  19, 
1852,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henr}-  E.  and  Mar}' 
Yearick.  (See  sketch  of  H.  E.  Yearick.)  Mrs. 
Armstrong  came  with  her  parents  to  Washington 
in  1855,  here  grew  to  womanhood,  and  h.as  here 
since  continued  to  reside.  She  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  intelligence,  and  is  to  her  husband  truly 
a  helpmeet.  Both  of  them  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  do  their  part  in  sustain- 
ing the  cause  in  Washington.  Mr.  Armstrong  has 
been  a  member  of  the  choir  for  many  years.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  26,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and   politically  is  a  ReiMiblican. 


--> ^^^ V^ 

'  OIIN  S.AIELTZER,  section  36,  Jackson  Town- 
ship, is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Esther  (Oyster)  Smeltzer.  Mr.  .Smeltzer 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  State,  and  came 
to  this  State  in  1850,  settling  in  Muscatine  County. 
He  came  to  this  county  in  18G8,  settling  on  section 
36.  Jackson  Township,  where  he  bought  160  .icres 
of  land,  which  he  proceeded  to  improve,  and  has 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  now  owns  300 
acres  of  well-improved  laud,  with  good  buildings, 
which  cost  $3,350,  besides  his  own  labor.  He  turns 
off  per  annum  an  average  of  fifty  head  of  fat  cat- 
tle, and  sevi'iity-tive  head  of  hogs. 

Mr.  Smeltzer  was  married  in  1866,  to  Flora  J. 
Brockaway,  a  native  of  New  York,  daughter  of 
Alonzo  and  Hulda  Smith,  natives  of  the  same  State. 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smeltzer  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren— Eva  I>..  Nellie  E.  and  Cora  H.,  all  living  at 
home.  Mr.  Smeltzer  is  of  German  descent.  He  is 
a  self-made  uiun,  :ind  liy  hard  work.  gin)d  manage- 
inenl  and  close  attention  to  business,  has  accumula- 
ted all  of  his  property.  He  went  t)verland  to  Cal- 
ifornia in  liS61,  where  he  remained  four  years,  en- 
gaged |>rincipally  in  teaming.  He  was  five  months 
on  the  road   there.     He  returned   by    way  of  San 
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Francisco,  Panama  and  New  York  City,  to  Musca- 
tine Countj',  Iowa. 

Mr.  Smeltzer  is  a  Repul)lican  in  politics,  and  a 
Prohibitionist,  but  thinjis  the  Republican  the  party. 
His  father  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty,  in  1880,  in  Manteno,  111.  His  mother  died 
when  he  was  eight  years  old,  in  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
was  a  conservative  man.  Mr.  Smeltzer  is  a  man 
well  liked  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Jackson  Township. 


-^ 


ULASKI  MAXWP:LL  resides  on  section 
32,  Oregon  Township,  where  he  is  engaged 
^  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  in 
1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram  and  Sarah  (Devore) 
Maxwell,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  of  Scotch 
descent,  the  latter  of  Virginia,  of  German  de- 
scent, but  who  crossed  the  Ohio  River  into  Ohio 
when  but  twelve  years  of  age.  They  were  there 
married,  and  in  1851  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
Keokuk  County,  where  the  father  soon  afterward 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  yeai-s.  The  latler  is 
still  living  and  resides  in  Chicago,  and  is  now 
seventy'  years  of  age.  They  reared  a  family 
of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Vincent, 
of  Girard,  Kan.;  Josephus,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Pulaski,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Horace  E., 
whose  whereabouts  are  unknown,  but  is  supposed  to 
be  dead ;  Madison  died  while  fighting  the  battles  of 
his  couutr}- during  the  late  war.  Mrs.  JMaxwell  was 
again  married,  Oct.  27,  1854,  to  David  H.  Drake, 
by  whom  she  had  one  daughter,  Harriet  A.,  wife  of 
J.  E.  Greer,  of  Chicago.  They  have  one  child, 
James  M.  Mr.  Drake  died  June  23,  1881,  and 
Mrs.  Drake  is  now  making  her  home  with  her 
daughter  in  Chicago. 

The  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  came  to  this  county 
in  1854,  with  his  mother  and  step-father.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  has  made  farming  his  occupation  thus  far 
through  life.  During  the  dark  days  of  the  war,  in 
1862,  Mr.  Maxwell  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  I, 
25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  the  close  of 


the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  Arkansas  Post.  Vicksburg,  luka,  Tuscum- 
bia.  Lookout  Mountain.  Missionary  Ridge,  Ring- 
gold, Resaca,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  the  march  to  the  sea,  and  from  thence 
to  Washington,  while  en  route  being  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Columbia  and  Bentonville,  N.  C. 
At  Washington  he  participated  in  the  grand  review 
on  the  24th  of  Maj',  18(55,  and  was  soon  afterward 
discharged.  Returning  to  his  home  he  again  en- 
gaged in  farm  work,  and  on  the  12th  of  July,  1866, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Melissa  A. 
Trebilcock,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  M. 
(Mayhew)  Trebilcock.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  in 
1849.  P'our  children  have  blessed  their  union, 
three  of  whom  are  yet  living — Frank  T.,  Mary  M. 
and  Joseph  S.  John  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
months.  The  family  are  all  respected  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Maxwell  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
Washington  County.  The  property  that  he  now 
owns  was  not  attained  by  inheritance,  but  was  ac- 
quired through  his  own  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, assisted  by  his  faithful  wife.  The  home 
farm  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
everything  about  the  place  gives  evidence  that  it  is 
owned  by  a  practical  farmer,  one  vvho  makes  the 
best  use  of  that  which  is  given  him,  and  who  de- 
sires to  have  as  well-improved  a  place  as  can  be 
found.  A  residence  of  more  than  a  third  of  a 
century  entitles  him  to  a  place  among  the  pioneers 
of  Washington  County,  and  to  receive  the  honor 
that  is  due  to  the  noble  men  and  women  who 
toiled  early  and  late,  that  they  might  leave  the 
coming  generation  comfortable  and  pleasant  homes. 


EDWIN  TA 
resides  on 
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DWIN  TAYLOR,   farmer  and   stock-raiser, 
on  section  5,  Oregon  Township.    He 

^ ,  ,o  iv  liivuive   of  the  grand  old  State  of  New 

York,  born  in  Broome  County,  in  1830,  and  is  the 
son  of  Ambrose  and  Eliza  (Messerlau)  Taylor, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Am- 
brose Taylor  was  taken  by  his  parents  from  New 
Jersey  to  New  York  at  a  very  early  day,  and  there 
: ■»■ 
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lived  and  died.  Mrs.  Eliza  Taylor  also  died  in 
New  York. 

Tlie  sul>jec't  uf  tliis  sJcetcli  grew  to  uiauliunil  in 
his  native  State,  and  there  received  a  limited  edu- 
cation, and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Hroome  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1853,  to  IMiss 
Falla  M.  Breed,  daughter  of  William  and  Sabra 
Breed.  .She  was  born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
in  lH2it.  They  were  onl^-  blessed  with  one  child, 
George  E.,  now  deceased.  The.y  came  to  Washing- 
ton Count}'  in  1875,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
In  1885  Mr.  Ta3lor  engaged  in  tlie  furniture  busi- 
ness in  Ainsworth,  and  had  built  up  quite  a  respect- 
able trade,  when  the  fire  which  occurred  in  that 
village  in  April,  1887,  destroyed  tlie  building  and 
its  entire  stock.  '  ,^ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcoi)al  Church,  and  endeavor  to  conform 
their  lives  to  the  teachings  and  example  of  their 
Savior.  They  not  onl}'  regard  it  as  their  duty;  but 
esteem  it  a  privilege  to  attend  the  worship  t)f_. the 
Lord's  house,  and  do  good  as  the  opportunity  is 
afforded  them.  While  not  blest  with  the  wealth  of 
many  others,  they  have  yet  by  their  industry  and 
economy,  acquired  suHicient  to  render  them  com- 
fortable during  life.  The}'  are  classed  among  the 
better  citizens  of  the  county,  and  as  such  deserve 
mention  in  its  histor}-.  Politically,  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 
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ENRY  E.  YEARICK,  Washington,  is  well 
known  throughout  the  count}'.  lie  was  born 
in  Milllinl)urg,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  23, 
1 823,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Cath- 
erine ((iutelius)  Yearick,  who  were  also  natives  of 
that  State.  They  were  married  in  liuion  County, 
Pa.,  and  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  the 
following  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Elvina,  the 
widow  (»f  .John  (ioodwin.  resides  in  Finley,  Ohio; 
H.  E.,  of  Washington;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Newcomber,  of  Ashland,  Ohio;  (iutelius  I.,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  now  living  in  Ash- 
laud,  Ohio;  Ann  C,  who  lives  in  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Frederick  E.,  a  soldier  of  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry  in 
the  war  for  the  lhiiou,is  now  living  in  Crete.  Neb.; 


Catherine,  the  widow  of  John  Switzer,  who  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  died  from  disease 
contracte<l  in  the  service,  is  in  Iowa  City ;  Samuel 
W.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  enlisted  in  the  13th  Iowa 
Infantry,  served  as  (ien.  Crocker's  Revenue  Or- 
derly, and  was  ajipointed  Collector  at  Vicksburg 
he  was  commissioneil  Captain  of  a  company  in  a 
colored  regiment,  and  placed  in  command  at  Little 
Rock.  Ark.,  but  was  ct)nipelled  to  resign  on  account 
of  failing  health,  .lohn  A.,  of  Atlantic,  Iowa,  was 
also  a  soldier  in  the  war  for  the  Union;  Joseph  P., 
now  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  served  in  the  war  and  did 
good  service,  and  .Simon,  eng.aged  in  teaching  near 
Crete,  Neb.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  they  were  a 
. . pati-io-tlc  family.  Mrs.  Yearick  died  in  1884,  and 
Mr.  ^^arick  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  ninety -one  or 
ninety-two  years.  They  lived  together  as  husband 
and  wife  ne:p-ly  seventy  years.  In  earl}-  life  they 
were  iiienTbers  of  the  Lutiieran  Church,  but  later 
on  were  identified  with  the  Evangelical  Associatiim. 
Both  \veie  good  Christians  and  highly  respected. 

H.  E.  Yearick,  of  whom  we  now  write,  was  nine 
years  old  when  the  family  moved  to  Ohio.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  received  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  in  his  j'outh,  but  by 
reading  and  observation  secured  a  fund  of  inform- 
ation. He  was  married  in  Kno.x  Count}',  Ohio, 
in  1845,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Damude,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  county.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them :  Albert  S.,  a  graduate  of  Washington  Acad- 
emy, now  a  traveling  salesman,  lives  at  Bushnell, 
III.,  and  travels  for  a  Keokuk  (Iowa)  firm,  and  Alice 
M..  the  wife  of  Samuel  Armstrong,  a  photographer 
of  this  city.  JMrs  H.  E.  Yearick  died  Dec.  30,  1872. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a  good  wife  and  kind  mother.  None  could 
say  aught  against  her.  Mr.  Yearick  subsequently 
married  Sarah  S.  Morris,  who  died  in  1882.  For 
his  present  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Almira  Sanders, 
widow  of  Dennis  Sanders,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Burroughs.  .She  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa., 
June  4,  1844,  and  is  a  sister  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Burroughs. 
By  her  former  husband  she  had  two  children — 
Delia  .1.,  now  Mrs.  W.  E.  W.ade,  and  Phineas, 
living  at  home. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Yearick,  with  his  family,  left  Ohio 
and   came  to   Iowa,   locating  in  Johnson  County, 
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where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  six  years.  He 
then  moved  to  Keokulv  County,  and  remained  five, 
years.  In  1864  he  came  to  Washington,  wliere  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  trade,  but  on  account 
of  failing  health  had  to  abandon  it  for  employment 
not  so  confining.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  fine  stock,  and  has  three  very  fine  animals 
wliiuli  have  made  an  excellent  record.  While  not 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county, 
Mr.  Yearick  has  been  here  long  enough  to  become 
fully  identified  with  it,  and  to  secure  for  himself  a 
host  of  friends. 


iLMER  BENNETT  was  born  in  Fairfiekl 
Township,  Cumberland  Co.,  N.  J.,  Nov.  27, 
1805.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Esther 
(Elmer)  Bennett.  Nathan  Bennett,  an  ancester  of 
our  subject,  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Bennett,  one  of 
the  first  settlors  of  Western  New  .Jersey,  and  the 
first  to  erect  a  saw  and  grist  mill.  He  was  a  native 
of  Holland,  and  reared  a  large  family,  among  whom 
were  Jonathan,  and  Samuel,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject.  Nathan  married  Sarah  Batemaii, 
who  bore  Nathan,  William,  Samuel,  John,  Josiah, 
vSarah,  Abigail,  Unth  and  Rhoda,  all  married  in  New 
Jersey.  Jonathan  Elmer,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
was  a  prominent  man  in  that  State,  and  for  many 
years  was  a  civil  engineer  in  that  country.  He  sur- 
veyed and  made  a  deed  from  the  State  to  Samuel 
Bennett  of  several  sections  of  land  in  that  State,  at 
the  nominal  price  of  five  cents  per  acre.  After 
Bennett's  death  the  land  was  divided  between  his 
heirs,  none  of  whom  are  present  owners. 

In  the  sining  of  1836  the  Bennett  family  moved 
to  Shelby  ville,  Ind.,  and  in  1838  came  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  locating  on  Brush  Creek  in  Des  Moines 
County.  Our  subject  states  that  letter  postage  was 
then  twenty-five  cents,  and  that  their  mail  was 
obtained  at  Burlington,  then  a  little  town  which  had 
not  a  frame  building,  and  there  were  but  two  brick 
houses  in  it.  The  post-office  was  kept  in  a  small 
log  house  on  the  river  bank.  The  first  land  sale 
was  held  in  Burlington,  at  which  he  was  present, 
and  at  that  date  his  father  and  Kuf  us  both  purchased 
an    80-acre    tract    in     Des   Moines     County,   and 


120  aci'es  besides.  AVilliam  Bennett  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  all  came  to  Iowa.  Our  subject  was  the 
only  one  married  at  that  time,  his  wife  being  Lucy 
A.  Jaggers,  born  -May  17,  1811,  who  was  the 
mother  of  three  children  befure  they  had  located  in 
Iowa.  Emily  was  the  wife  of  Alexander  Neal,  and 
Caroline,  the  wife  of  Charles  Berg,  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  Rufus,  husband  of  Mary  F.  Moore,  was 
born  in  Shelby  ville,  Ind. 

Our  subject  was  a  very  poor  man  in  a  financial 
sense,  and  his  first  land  was  purchased  not  with 
money,  but  by  splitting  for  Terry,  14,000  rails,  for 
which  he  was  given  a  deed  to  sixteen  acres  of  tim- 
ber land,  which  was  afterward  traded  to  his  brother 
Rufus  for  forty  acres  on  section  28,  on  Crooked 
Creek,  Elmer  also  giving  a  yoke  of  steers.  His 
brother  Rufus  had  taken  a  claim  of  160  acres  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  but  after  a  trial  in  the  new 
and  undeveloped  country,  traded  the  claim  to  Ellmer 
for  a  trifle,  and  helped  him  build  a  log  cabin,  about 
1840,  and  during  that  spring  Elmer  moved  his  family 
to  their  new  home.  The  land  was  entered  about 
1843,  he  purchasing  it  from  Hon.  John  H.  Gear,  of 
Burlington,  for  $110.  The  patent  from  the  Govern- 
ment is  still  in  his  possession,  and  the  land  1ms  never 
been  owned  by  anj'  other  man.  Every  improve- 
ment on  that  farm  has  been  made  by  Elmer  Bennett. 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Maxwell,  was  the  first 
child  born  to  them  in  Iowa,  followed  by  the  births 
of  Frank  F.,  husband  of  Margaret  II.  Maxwell,  who 
were  both  born  in  Des  Moines  County ;  Violetta, 
the  wife  of  John  A.  Alexander,  and  Robert,  were 
born  on  the  ancestral  farm  in  this  township.  All 
are  living  except  Robert.  Thomas  Maxwell  was  a 
soldier  during  the  Late  M'ar,  and  Jesse  Berry,  first 
husband  of  Caroline  Bennett,  was  killed  at  the  first 
assault  before  Petersburg.  Both  were  brave  soldiers 
and  honorable  men. 

The  Bennetts  were  Free-soilers  in  New  Jersey, 
but  were  ardent  members  of  the  Republican  party 
after  coming  to  Iowa,  being  among  the  organizers 
of  the  party  in  this  State.  Elmer  Bennett  has  grown 
from  a  very  humble  beginning  to  be  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  of  this  township.  Honest,  energetic, 
a  kind  father  and  liberal  neighbor,  both  himself  and 
family  have  endeared  themselves  to  the  residents  of 
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their  county  in  every  way.  Tlieir  children  were 
all  well  educated,  and  Mary  was  a  teacher  of  merit 
in  the  State  t)f  Ohio,  liufus,  the  eldest  son,  was 
for  three  years  a  soldier,  and  served  in  all  the 
uiemoralde  battles  of  the  war.  The  ngnd  father  and 
his  wife  celehrated  their  golden  wedding  in  18)S2. 
and  take  rank  among  the  oldest,  if  not  the  very  old- 
est, married  couples  in  the  county.  After  the  death 
of  Dr.  tJeorge  Piilsifer,  first  husband  of  Mary 
Bennett,  their  son  F"rank  was  adopted  by  our  sub- 
ject, and  is  as  dearlj-  loved  by  them  as  their  own 
children.  His  father  w.as  a  talented  man,  highly 
educated,  a  graduate  in  medicine  and  dental  sur- 
gery, and  an  accomplished  gentleman.  Mr.  Bennett 
has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for  man}' 
years  was  Supervisor.  Both  himself  and  wife  have 
been  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  for 
fifty  years,  but  liolli  wi  iv  rearctl  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Elmer  Bennett  is  perhaps  the  only  man  residing 
in  the  township  who  was  personally  acquainted  with 
the  noted  Indian  chief.  Black  Hawk.  He  is  also  an 
intimate  friend  of  ex-Governor  ,Iohn  H.  Gear, 
present  Member  of  Congress  of  this  district,  from 
whom  his  first  land  was  purchased,  and  who,  in  his 
visits  to  this  part  of  the  country,  never  fails  to  call 
upon  his  old  and  honest  friend.  No  family  deserves 
more  especial  mention  tlian  tliat  of  Deacon  Bennett, 
who  for  more  than  half  a  century  lias  been  a  Deacon 
in  the  Congregational  C'liurch.  Twd  of  his  daugh- 
ters have  been  contributors  to  several  of  the  lead- 
ing magazines  and  papers,  and  have  shown  more 
than  ordinary  ability  in  literature,  and  had  they  en- 
deavored to  make  themselves  known  in  the  literary 
world,  miglit  have  ranked  among  the  most  illustri- 
ous, especially  the  eldest  and  youngest  daughters, 
Carrie  and  Lettie.  "The  Conflict  is  Over,"  with 
many  others  of  note,  composed  by  Carrie,  won 
meritorious  praise  tiiroughout  the  State,  and  "Ap- 
ple Blossoms,"  composed  by  Lettie,  is  by  many  emi- 
nent critics  ranked  second  only  to  "(iray's  Klegy;" 
showing  the  same  style  of  expression,  and  is  a  rare 
production.  Competent  judges  have  decided  that 
their  poems  rank  even  higher  than  those  of  the  noted 
Cary  sisters.  In  a  series  of  articles  written  for  an 
Kastern  magazine,  she  displaysa  degree  of  humorous 
talent  rarely  equaled.     In  each  and  all  of  this  family, 


Hh-^ 


no  thought  of  self  has  been  fostered  ;  charity  and 
love  for  all  is  the  maxim  that  binds  tiiem  together, 
and  in  possession  of  gifted  intellects,  they  stand 
far  above  many  who  have  become  more  widely- 
known.  Their  household  cares  were  not  neglected 
while  engaged  in  literary  work,  and  while  soothing 
to  sleep  their  children,  many  of  their  brightest 
poetic  gems  were  created.  An  excellent  [iortrait 
of  Mr.  Bennett  accompanies  this  sketch. 
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He  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  Dec.  .5,  1819. 
He  vv,as  reared  upon  a  farm  and  received  a  com- 
mon-school education.  When  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  went  to  Maryland  and  located  near  Frostburg. 
He  married  .Miss  Hannah  Patterson  in  1841.  She 
is  a  native  of  Mar^dand,  born  Oct.  30,  1822.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
yet  living:  .lohn  (i.  is  a  farmer,  residing  in  Frank- 
lin Township,  this  countj';  Charles  N.  is  engaged 
in  the  nursery  business  in  Washington;  William  S. 
is  a  farmer,  residing  on  the  old  homestead  in  this 
county;  Lovina  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Geisler,  of 
.Muscatine.  Iowa,  a  dealer  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments; Frank  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stewart 
Bros.,  dealers  in  agricultural  implements,  of  Wash- 
ington; Mattie  is  the  wife  of  .John  Guest,  clerk  for 
Stewart  Bros.,  Washington;  (ieorge  W.  is  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Stewart  Bros.,  Washington; 
Lloyd  died  Sept.  13,  18C4. 

Some  three  years  after  their  marriage  the  family 
moved  to  Washington,  coming  through  b}-  water  to 
Burlington,  and  from  there  by  teams.  This  was 
liefore  the  admission  of  Iowa  into  the  Union,  and 
before  a  railrt)ad  was  built  to  or  from  Chicago.  Mr. 
Stewart  first  located  in  .Seventy-Six  Township, 
where  he  remained  two  jears  and  partially  devel- 
oped a  f.arm.  Selling  out,  lie  i>iirchased  a  tr.act  of 
land  near  Washington,  part  of  whii^h  was  the  origi- 
nal claim  of  .Mr.  Baker,  one  of  the  settlers  of  1836. 
On  this  farm  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred .June  10,  1864,  ar 
best   imjjroved  and   most 
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ind  which  he  made  one  of  the    1 
)St  i>roductive    farms  in  the   y 


i 


-•►■-«4» 


I 


1^ 


4. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


435 


county.  In  addition  to  the  breeding  and  raising 
of  fine  stock,  ou  tlie  completion  of  tlic  railroad  to 
Washington,  Mr.  Stewart  engaged  in  buying  and 
shipping  stock,  becoming  oue  of  tiie  largest  dealers 
in  the  county. 

In  politics,  Mr.  S.  was,  before  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party,  an  olil-line  Whig,  but  was 
always  opposed  to  slavery,  especially  to  its  exten- 
sion into  free  territory.  When  the  Republican 
party  came  into  existence,  its  views  coinciding 
with  his  own  on  the  slavery  question,  he  allied  him- 
self with  that  party.  Religiously,  he  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ, 
and  gave  much  of  his  means  to  build  up  the 
Church.  Me  was  strictly  houest  iu  all  his  dealings, 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  no  man 
could  say  aught  against  him.  Mrs.  .Stewart  is  yet 
living,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Washington,  Iowa, 
and  is  a  woman  of  excellent  worth,  a  Christian  iu 
every  sense  of  the  word,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

^  OIIN  M.  LYTLE,  section  1-3.  Jackson  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Indiana  County,  Pa., 
where  he  was  born  in  1 844,  and  is  the  son 
_  of  Robert  and  Eliza  .J.  (Smith)  Lytle.  The 
nativity  of  the  Lytles  belongs  to  Scotland,  Robert, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  .John,  the  great- 
grandfather, were  also  residents  of  Penns3dvania, 
but  the  latter  came  from  New  Jersey  at  an  early 
date  iu  the  histor}^  of  the  former  State,  and  was 
forced  to  return  on  account  of  trouble  with  the  In- 
dians. Later,  however,  he  again  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  lived  and  died  there,  as  did  also  the 
grandfather,  Robert.  The  last  mentioned  was  the 
father  of  a  large  faiuil}',  of  whom  Kobcrt,  father  of 
our  subject,  and  Alexander,  his  brother,  came  iu 
1857  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  locating  first  in  Jefferson 
Countj',  and  iu  1859  removed  to  this  countj'. 
Robert  yet  resides  upon  the  original  purchase,  ad- 
joining the  farm  of  our  subject  ou  the  west,  and 
has  readied  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

During  the  long  life  of  Robert  Lytle  iu  this 
county  he  has  eschewed  politics  and  paid  exclusive 
attention  to  his  farm.     His  "ood  wife  is  now  in  her 
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seventy-second  year,  and  the  aged  couple  have 
traveled  down  the  hillside  of  life  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  reared  a  family  fitted  by  education 
and  social  standmg  to  grace  any  position  in  life. 
Of  their  children  five  are  now  living:  Kate,  the 
wife  of  Capt.  Montgomery;  John  M.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Rev.  D.  Smith  L3tle,  a  missionary  in 
India,  of  the  United  Presbyterian  faith,  who  left 
for  his  field  of  labor  iu  1881  ;  his  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  Belle  Gordon  and  now  shares  his  far-awa^^ 
home.  J.  Alexander  wedded  Victoria  Cunningham, 
and  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Jackson  Township;  Re- 
becca, the  wife  of  S.  W.  (ilashow,  a  book-keeper 
for  a  Des  Moines  publishing  house.  All  the  chil- 
dren were  educated  in,  and  were  all  married  to 
residents  of  this  county. 

John  M.  Lytle,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  until  Aug.  9,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  C,  19th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  engaged  in  some  of  the 
most  important  battles.  At  Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 
Springfield,  Mo.,  Vicksburg  and  Yazoo  City  he 
faced  the  rebel  shot  and  shell,  and  at  the  engage- 
ment at  Sterling  farm,  one  of  the  Federal  outposts 
in  Louisiana,  he  w.as  captured  along  with  his  regi- 
ment, and  taken  to  Shrevesport,  La.,  and  later,  to 
Tyler,  Tex.,  and  lor  ten  months  endured  the  hor- 
rors of  a  rebel  prison.  He  was  wounded  at  the 
time  of  capture,  but  ultimately  recovered.  After 
being  exchanged,  the  regiment  served  in  the  battle 
at  Spanish  Fort,  and  after  numerous  skirmishes,  his 
war  da3's  were  euded  bj'  a  safe  return  to  home  and 
friends.  He  was  houuiabl^'  discharged  at  Mobile, 
Ala.,  in  1865. 

After  his  return  from  the  war,  in  1867,  Mr.  L.  was 
married  to  Miss  Maggie  Glasgow,  the  daughter  of 
Gen.  R.  B.  Glasgow,  who  was  well  known  in  this 
county.  They  are  the  p.arents  of  one  child, 
Ralph  R.  G.,  born  July  6,  1877.  The.  life  of  our 
subject  has  not  been  an  eventful  one,  except  that 
by  his  energy  he  has  acquired  a  successful  business 
and  the  esteem  of  his  fellowmen.  Although  a 
prominent  factor  in  Republican  politics,  Mr.  Lj'tle 
has  not  aspired  to  political  honors.  However,  in 
1887,  he  was,  without  solicitation,  chosen  by  the 
Republican    party    of     Washington     County'    for 
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County  Auditor,  which  fully  demoiistrntps  their 
confidence  in  hisaljility  as  a  tliorcmgh  hn.siness  man. 
being  chosen  from  among^a  hirge  nuinl)er  of  as- 
pirants. This  is  a  compliment  well  deserved,  which 
we  are  pleased  to  chronicle,  and  also  to  give  Mr. 
Lytic  a  place  in  the  history  of  his  chosen  county. 


^fl  KFF1':HS(  )N  orVALL  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  2o,  Seventy-Six 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Maryland, 
liorn  in  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Horace  and 
Mary  (Cunningham)  Duvall,  the  I'ormer  a  native 
of  Prince  (ieorge's  Countj\  Md.,  and  the  latter  of 
County  Down,  Ireland.  When  hut  three  3'ears  of 
age  his  parents  removed  to  Washington' County, 
Pa.,  where  they  remained  six  months,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Carrollton,  Ohio,  where  tliey  lived  till 
his  father's  ileatli,  which  occurred  in  1837,  at  the 
age  of  forty-two.  Our  sul)ject  now  went  to  worl< 
on  a  farm,  and  worked  for  others  for  many  j-ears. 
On  the  27lh  of  November.  KS51,  Mr.  Duvall 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Jliss  Mary  Brown,  a 
native  of  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of 
Samuel  Brown.  Two  years  later  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled 
on  section  25,  Seventj'-Six  Township,  vvhei'e  he  en- 
tered 120  acres  of  land,  which  lie  improved,  and 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  live.  From  time 
to  time  he  has  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  now 
is  the  owner  of  330  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can 
be  found  in  Wasliington  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Duvall  have  had  ten  children:  William  L.,  born 
Jan.  27,  1853,  is  now  living  in  Sevent^'-Six  Town- 
ship; Reaves  A.,  born  Jan.  5,  1855,  died  Nov.  5, 
IS71  :  II.  W.,  liorn  .lune  22,  1857,  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  Audulxjn  County,  Iowa;  A.  B.,  born 
Oct.  20,  1K51).  is  now  living  in  Cedar  Township; 
Emma  and  Ella,  twins,  born  April  9,  1862,  are  yet 
at  liome;  Frank  K.,  born  July  5,  1807,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Adams  County,  Iowa;  James 
Smith,  born  in  i8(jt),  died  June  18  of  the  same 
year;  Katie,  born  Feb.  17,  1870,  is  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Audubon  County,  Iowa;  Kddie, 
born  April  3,  1H71. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duvall  art'   members  of  the  Meth- 


odist l^pisco|)al  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. On  his  father's  side  Mr.  Duvall  is  of  F'rench 
descent,  and  on  his  mother's  side  of  Irish.  His 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died, 
as  already"  stated,  in  1837.  His  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing, at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  is  making 
her  home  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Duvall  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Seventy -Six 
Townshii),  and  is  well  known  and  respected  bj'  all. 
When  he  came  to  this  county  he  w.as  in  very  lim- 
ited circumstances,  but  through  his  industry, 
energy  and  good  management,  he  has  acquired  a 
competency,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the 
most  prosperous  fanners  of  Wasliington  County. 

ESSE  PEARSON,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  33,  Oregon  Townslii|(,  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  AUegheni'  County, 
Ai)ril  17,  1S25,  where  his  ancestors  settled 
in  179G,  coming  from  Essex  Count}',  Ma.ss.  His 
f.ather,  himself  and  his  oldest  son,  were  all  born 
In  the  same  house,  and  in  which  his  father  died. 
Jesse,  of  this  sketch,  was  reareil  on  a  farm,  and  has 
made  farming  his  life-long  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  11,  18-17,  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Frew,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county  in  1827.  They  have  had  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living:  John  H.,  Post- 
master, nd  editor  of  the  Ainsworth  Clipper;  Mary 
R.  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  McCoy,  and  they  have  four 
children — Jesse  H.,  Mary  E.,  Charles  and  Henry 
H. ;  Samuel  C,  who  resides  in  this  township,  mar- 
ried Mattie  Colthurst,  and  Emma  J.  is  tlie  wife  of 
1).  H.  Miller;  they  reside  with  Mr.  Pearson.  The 
deceased  are  William  F.,  Charles  K.  and  Henry  H. 
In  1855  Mr.  Pearson  turned  his  face  westward, 
and  with  his  family  moved  to  Iowa  and  settle<i  in 
Dubuque  County,  where  they  remained  until  Sept. 
5,  185G,  when  they  came  to  this  county  and  located 
on  his  present  homestead,  wliich  consists  of  160 
acres  t)f  fine  land,  under  the  best  cultivation,  and 
on  which  is  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the 
townshii).  The  family'  lived  in  the  house  which 
wiis  on  the  place  when  purchased,  twent^'-one  years 
to  a  day,  and  on  reaching  its  majority,  '-moved  out 
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of  tlie  old  house  into  tlic  new."  Mr.  Pearson's  an- 
cestry for  several  generations  back  were  Yankees, 
while  his  wife  was  of  Irish  rlescent. 

Tlie  life  of  Mr.  Pearson  affords  another  example 
of  what  may  be  acquired  by  a  young  man  in  this 
country.  Starting  in  life  with  but  limited  means, 
he  went  to  work,  and  with  a  tletermination  to  do, 
has  by  the  lalior  of  his  own  hands,  assisted  by  his 
wife,  nc(iaired  CDiisiderable  property,  and  is  to-day 
one  of  the  leading  and  intlnential  citizens  of  Ore- 
gon Township.  Politically,  he  is  independent, 
voting  for  the  best  men  regardless  of  party.  Re- 
ligiousl}-,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 
A  resident  of  tiie  county  for  almost  a  third  of  a 
centmy,  he  is  well  known  and  universally  respected 
by  all  vvho  know  him. 
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\|*j^  AVID  (t.  LETTS,  deceased,  was  for  many 
j'ears  a  resident  of  Iligliland  Township. 
He  was  a  native  of  Illinois,  liorn  Dec.  1 9, 
1843,  and  was  the  son  of  Nehemiah  Letts, 
and  of  German  descent.  His  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Graves.  They  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  where  they  were 
well  know'n,  and  where  the  mother  died  in  1850. 
The  father  is  yet  living  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

David  G.  Letts  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  through  life, 
but  unlike  many  farmers'  sons,  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  superior,  having  for  some  time  the 
privilege  of  attending  one  of  the  colleges  at  Gales- 
burg,  111.  When  the  war  for  the  Union  was  at  its 
height,  when  men  were  urgently  needed  to  put 
down  tiie  most  gigantic  rebellion  of  modern  times, 
a  rebellion  that  was  really'  without  excuse,  young 
Letts  offered  his  services  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  became  a  member  of  the  4oth  Iowa  In- 
fantr}',  and  did  his  duty  manfully  and  well.  The 
war  being  ended,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Louisa 
County,  and  once  more  resumed  the  peaceful 
vocation  of  a  farmer,  a  branch  of  business  which 
he  especially  seemed  fitted  for  by  nature  as  well  as 
by  training. 

In  180G  our  subject  came  to  Washington  County 
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and  purchased  640  acres  of  land  and  located  upon 
section  31.  For  five  years  he  continued  to  run  the 
farm  without  a  "helpmeet,"  and  then,  on  the  12th 
of  September,  1871,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Hannah  Dickinson,  a  native  of  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  and  daughter  of  O.  and  Miranda 
(Gale)  Dickinson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  but  who  came  to  Muscatine  County 
at  an  early  day.  Her  father  is  yet  living  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five,  while  her  mother  died  in 
March,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  The^' 
were  married  in  1826,  and  in  September,  1876, 
celebrated  theii'  golden  wedding,  at  which  time 
they  received  the  congratulations  of  a  host  of 
friends,  and  received  a  number  of  valuable  pres- 
ents, as  a  reminder  that  the  golden  period  of  their 
wedded  life  had  commenced  and  that  all  thereby 
expressed  the  wish  that  their  love  one  for  the 
other  should  be  as  precious  as  gold. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  as  fol- 
lows: Julia  P.,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Boiler,  now 
living  at  Walnut,  Pottawattamie  Co.,  Iowa,  en- 
gaged in  the  real-estate  business;  Levi,  a  farmer, 
now  living  in  Danbury,  Iowa;  Ocran,  proprietor  of 
the  New  London  Hotel,  New  London,  Iowa;  Abbie 
M.,  the  wife  of  William  Lucas,  a  farmer,  of  Mon- 
mouth, Kan. ;  Maria  L.,  the  wife  of  Charles  VVil- 
son,  a  retired  farmer,  of  Marcus,  Iowa;  Hannah, 
the  widow  of  our  subject;  and  Frank,  the  wife  of 
Albert  Sheldon,  a  farmer  of  Cowley  County,  Kan. 
Mr.  Dickinson  was  of  French  descent.  In  early 
life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker,  but 
later  chose  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  in  which  he 
was  quite  successful.  Mrs.  Dickinson  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Letts  the  following  children  were 
born,  namely:  Madison  L.,  Freddie  D.,  Clarence 
F.,  Emma  F.,  Ernest  G.  and  Gladys  G.,  all  of 
whom  are  residing  at  home. 

In  his  farm  work  Mr.  Letts  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful, and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
May  16,  1884,  he  was  the  owner  i.if  1,000  acres  of 
as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  Washington  County, 
all  of  which  he  had  highly  improved.  For  some 
years  he  had  made  a  specialty  of  stock  raising  and 
shipping,  in  which  lines  he  was  likewise  suceessfid. 
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As  a  citizen  he  was  greatly  esteeinerl  and  honored 
by  his  fellow-townsmen.  For  two  yeiirs  he  was  a 
member  of  the  County  Board  of  Snpervisors  and 
discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner,  entirely  satisfactory'  to 
his  constituents.  In  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties, 
he  brought  to  bear  a  high  order  of  executive  and 
business  talent.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Mrs.  Letts  is  still  carrying  on  the  large  farm, 
and,  like  her  late  husband,  has  good  executive 
abilities,  and,  under  her  management,  the"farm  is 
highly  remunerative,  ever3'  detail  being  carcfullj' 
considered,  and  no  part  left  to  look  after  itself. 
Few  farms  present  a  neater  or  more  attractive  ap- 
pearance. Religiousl}',  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

OLOMON  KANOUSE  is  a  farmer  res^iding 
on  section  19,  Oregon  Township.  He  was 
born  in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  in  1842,  and 
is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  A.  (Hernlej') 
Kanouse,  both  of  whom  are  of  German  descent; 
the  latter  died  Nov.  !l,  1874,  wliilc  the  former  is 
still  living,  and  making  his  home  with  the  subject 
of  our  sketch.  lie  is  now  seventy  years  of  age, 
though  looking  twenty  j'ears  j'ounger.  He  is  a 
man  well  informed  on  general  subjects,  is  of  a  jov- 
ial disposition,  and  well  respected  in  the  commun- 
ity where  he  resides. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  followed  that  occupation  until  August. 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  'id  Iowa  \o\. 
Cav.,  from  Muscatine,  Iowa.  He  served  three 
years,  and  was  in  a  number  of  battles  and  skirm- 
ishes. At  the  l):ittlc  of  Shoal  Creek,  Ala.,  he  re- 
ceived a  flesh  wound  in  the  left  thigh.  lie 
received  his  discbarge  at  Keokuk,  in  1865.  Wliilo 
in  the  service  he  had  the  smallpox  and  erysipelas, 
from  the  effects  of  wliich  he  lost  his  ej-esight. 
While  of  itself  no  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
sight,  Mr.  Kanouse  receives  from  the  fJeneral 
Government  a  pension  of  ?72  per  month. 

In  1858  Mr.  Kanouse  wiis  united  in  marriage 
with  Anna  Ayres,  a  native  of  New   York,  born  in 


1 845.  They  have  sis  children  :  Thomas  J.  mar- 
ried Mary  Nichols,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Kthel  May ;  the}'  reside  in  Kldon,  Iowa,  Thomas 
being  a  conductor  on  the  C.  R.  I.  it  P.  I\.  U. 
Rebecca  O.  is  the  wife  of  George  H.  Corwin,  of 
Muscatine;  they  have  one  child,  Klmer  P.  Syl- 
vester E.,  .Sarah  A..  Minnie  S.  and  Nellie  I.  reside 
at  home. 

In  1854  Mr.  Kanouse  commenced  to  learn  the 
printing  trade,  which  he  followed  till  he  came  to 
Iowa  in  1857.  Since  be  lost  his  eyesight  he  has 
learned  to  bottom  chairs,  and  now  does  considera- 
ble work  in  that  line.  Of  his  father's  family  there 
was  also,  besides  himself,  one  .son  and  one  daugh- 
ter. S^-lvester  V.,  the  son,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
nth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  while  fighting  the 
battles  of  his  country'.  The  sister,  Rebecca  E.,  is 
now  the  widow  of  .J.  W.  Kanoff,  and  resides  in 
Oregon. 

Mr.  Canouse  is  a  member  of  I.  G.  White  Post, 
No.  108,  G-.  A.  R.,  of  Washington.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  loss  of  his  sight,  lie  manages  to  keep  posted 
upon  all  questions  affecting  the  public  interest.  In 
general  literature  he  is  also  well  posted,  and  has 
read  to  him  such  standard  works  as  may  be  avail- 
able. In  the  political  and  general  news  of  the  day 
he  keeps  well  informed,  and  is  able  to  express  him- 
self intelligently  upon  almost  ever}-  subject. 
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OE  M.  KILGORE.  Superintendent  of  the 
Count}'  Poor  Farm,  is  a  native  of  Tuscar- 
awas County.  Ohio,  horn  in  1S43,  and  is 
(M/y  the  son  of  .Tolni  L.  and  .Mary  (.Meek)  Kil- 
gore,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio.  In  1845  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  this  county,  and  remained  with  them  until 
August.  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A.  2.')th  Iowa 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  .June.  IM'i.').  lie  was  in 
all  the  principal  engagements  of  his  regiment  and 
company.  The  first  battle  in  which  he  participated 
was  that  of  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Dec.  29,  1862,  where 
he  was  wounded  by  a  cannon  l)all  which  just  grazed 
his  hip.  With  the  regiment,  he  w:us  in  the  battle  of 
Arkan.s.as  Post,  siege  and  capture  of  N'icksburg, 
Jackson,    .Miss.,    Lookout    .Mountain,     .Missionary 
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Ridge,  Ringgold,  the  Atlanta  campaign  mid  in  the 
march  to  the  sea.  At  Atlanta  he  received  a  gun- 
shot vvonnd  in  the  groin,  from  which  he  suffers  to 
this  day. 

After  heing  mustered  out  of  the  service,  Mr. 
Kilgore  returned  home  and  remained  one  year,  then 
went  to  IMadison  County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  four  years,  near  Winterset.  Returning 
to  this  county,  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Washington  Township,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  appointed  as  Superintendent 
of  the  poor  farm.  Mr.  Kilgore  has  been  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Alice  Wilson,  a  native 
of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  They  were  married 
in  1868.  She  died  in  1874,  leaving  four  children — 
Annie  C,  Ophie  May,  John  Wilson  and  Frank  A. 
In  February,  1881,  Mr.  Kilgore  married  Mrs.  Eliza 
.T.  Shields,  widow  of  James  Shields,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  daughter  of  Matthew  McDowell. 

In  February,  1887,  Mr.  Kilgore  was  appointed 
Steward  of  the  County  Hospital,  and  Superintend- 
ent of  the  County  Poor  Farm,  which  position  he 
now  occupies,  and  in  discharge  of  its  duties  is  giv- 
ing excellent  satisfaction.  He  seems  to  be  adapted 
to  the  work,  having  [)erfect  control  over  the  in- 
mates. While  yet  firm,  he  treats  all  with  the  ut- 
most kindness.  Mr.  Kilgore  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  bod3'  his 
wife  and  daughters  are  also  members.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  I.  G.  White  Post  No.  108,  G".  A.  R. 
Politically,  he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican, 
believing  strongly  in  the  principles  advocated  by 
that  party.  For  the  old  flag  he  has  an  undying 
love,  and  while  he  is  willing  to  extend  the  olive 
branch  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  rebellion,  he 
is  not  yet  ready  to  abandon  the  principles  for 
which  he  fought. 
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■jf/  AMES  B.  CROZIER,  deceased,  was  a  farmer 
residing  on  section  10,  Oregon  Township. 
He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  183.5, 
'  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Fanny  Crozier, 
who  came  to  America  in  1847,  and  settled  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  where^  they  remained  until 
their   de.ath.     The  subject   of  this  .sketcii  came  to 
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America  with  his  parents  when  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  remained  with  them  until  he  was  sixteen.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  as  a  farmer  spent  his  en- 
tire life. 

In  1 800,  James  B.  Crozier  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  .Sarah  Morri- 
son, a  daugliter  of  Benjamin  and  Rebecca  Morrison, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  being 
of  Scotch- Irish,  and  the  latter  of  Irish  descent.  She 
was  born  in  Pemnsylvania,  March  18,  184.").  Her 
parents  both  died  in  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crozier  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living — Dawson  .1.,  William  J.,  Roy  H., 
Laura  F.  and  Howard  B.  Walter  and  Belle  are  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  Crozier  came  to  Washington  in  December, 
1866,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Crozier.  At  that  time  he  was  in  very  limited 
circumstances,  but  by  hard  work,  economy  and 
good  management,  assisted  by  his  amiable  wife,  he 
left  at  his  death  a  farm  of  22'2  acres  of  fine  land, 
all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
His  death  occurred  Jan.  22,  1887.  Mr.  Crozier 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington County.  He  was  a  kind  and  affectionate 
husband,  an  indulgent  father.  The  widovv  still  re- 
sides on  the  home  farm,  which  is  cultivated  by  her 
sons.  Everything  around  the  pl.ace  denotes  thrift 
and  enterprise.  On  the  premises  is  a  good  resi- 
dence, barn  and  other  necessary  out-buildings.  In 
addition  to  general  farming,  her  sons  .are  engaged 
principally  in  raising  stock. 


^^Jf'   Washins 


APT.  LUTHER  J.  WASHBURN,  of  Brigh- 
one    of   the  prominent  citizens  of 
_  gton  County.   He  is  a  native  of  Port- 

age County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  24, 
1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Cyrus  and  Eliza  (Hart) 
Washburn,  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  born 
in  1797,  and  the  latter  Dec.  15,  1806.  Cyrus 
Washburn  went  with  his  parents  to  New  York  State, 
and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  1812,  en- 
listed. He  afterward  went  to  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  Eliza  Hart,  when  six  years  of  ,age,  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Trumbull  Countv.  Ohio,  where 
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they  were  among  the  early  settlers.  Here  she  be- 
came acquainted  witli  the  fatlier  of  oursubjopt,  and 
the}'  were  united  in  niarriai;e  Sept.  l'>,  1M2(). 

When  a  lioy  Cyrus  Washburn  was  ajiprentieed 
to  the  tailor's  trade,  wliieh  he  learned,  .and  which 
occupation  lie  followed  several  years,  until  the 
failing  of  his  health.  In  1  s;30  he  left  Ohio,  look- 
ing for  a  location,  lie  first  went  to  Indiana,  then 
to  Chicago,  which  was  then  a  village,  and  from 
there  to  Wisconsin.  In  1837  he  came  to  IJrighton, 
where  he  made  a  claim,  to  which  his  family  came 
the  following  spring.  At  that  time  there  were  300 
Indian  lodges  there.  His  first  winter  was  spent  in 
a  little  log  cabin  10x12,  engaged  in  splitting  rails 
to  fence  a  coop.  The  Indians  were  generally' peace- 
able. They  were  the  first  family  to  settle  in  Brigh- 
ton. They  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Albe- 
marle, a  resident  of  York,  Neb.,  and  L.  .J.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Washburn  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  for  many  years,  and  were 
highly  respected  b_v  the  community  in  wliich  they 
resided.  In  politics  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  a 
great  admirer  of  Henry  Cl.aj-,  Daniel  Webster  and 
the  Adamses.  At  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  adopted  its  principles,  and  remained 
a  member  of  it  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  30,  1881.  Mrs.  Washburn  died  Oct.  6,  1886. 
Thej'  lived  together  as  man  and  wife  for  fifty-six 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Capt.  L.  J.  W.aslil)urn. 
was  educated  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  having  come  to  this  countj- 
with  his  parents  when  ten  ^-cars  of  age.  Here  he 
assisted  in  opening  up  a  farm.  He  was  married, 
Nov.  20,  18-19.  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Brier,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  .^mw  14,  1830,  and  daughter  of  John 
Brier,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county.  By 
this  union  there  are  two  living  children :  Charles 
H.,  of  this  county,  born  June  1.'?,  1854,  and  George 
W.,  Sept.  11,  18.')K,  now  residing  in  Nebraska. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1861,  Jlr.  Washburn  en- 
listed in  Co.  A,  2d  Iowa  Vol.  Cav.,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  at  Davenport.  He  enlisted 
as  a  private,  was  promoted  Corporal,  .and  then  Ser- 
geant. In  the  winterof  1863-64 he  was  discharged 
from  tlie  service  and  raised  a  company  which  became 


one  of  the  7th  Heavy  Artillery,  receiving  a  commis- 
sion as  Captain  in  March,  1K64.  and  served  as  such 
until  Sept.  8,  186"),  when  he  w.as  mustered  out  at 
Memphis.  Tenn.  On  receiving  his  discharge  he  re- 
turned home  to  Brighton,  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  business,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Washburn  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  (!.  A.  H.,  and  in  [lolitics'  is  a  Re- 
publican, 

"iDOHN  H.  KEPHART,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  section  'M.  Washington  Townsliip,  is 
a  native  Hawkeyc.  born  in  Henry  Count}', 
Idv^a,  on  the  14th  of  January',  1840,  .and  has 
spent  liis  entire  life  in  this  '-beautiful  land,"  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  aijd  in  1857  came  to  Washington  County, 
•  where  he  Tias  since  continued  to  reside.  On  the 
16th  of  March,  ISCl,  he  .w.as  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  E.aston,  a  native  of  W.ashington 
Countj',  N.  v.,  born  June  24,  1837,  and  who  came 
to  this  count}'  with  her  parents  in  1854.  B}'  this 
union  there  are  eight  children:  Andrew  E.,  of  this 
county;  ilary  B.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Lovelit,  of  this 
county;  Robert,  Franklin,  Charley.  Flora,  John  and 
Maggie,  all  residing  at  home.  .Mrs.  Kephart  died 
March  22,  1 875.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Marion  Township,  one  who  honored 
her  profession. 

On  the  31st  of  Januar}'.  1880,  Mr,  Kephart  again 
married,  choosing  as  a  companion,  Caroline  Thomp- 
son, a  native  of  Ohio.  By  this  union  there  have 
been  four  children,  two  living — Rosa  and  Willie. 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Kephart  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Marion  Township,  Mr.  Kephart  be- 
ing one  of  tlie  Deacons  of  tlie  congregation,  having 
filled  the  olHce  for  a  number  of  years.  Few  men 
are  better  known  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
than  Mr.  Kephart.  He  is  the  owner  of  600  acres  of 
fine  land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  the  improvements  on  the  phvce  being 
of  the  better  ordei-. 

Like  many  others  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of 
W.ashington  County,  Mr.  Kephart  began  life  in 
limited  liiiMuciid  circumstances,  but  liy  close  atten- 
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tion  to  his  business,  by  toiling  early  and  late,  has 
added  greatly  to  his  possessions,  and  is  entitled  to 
the  comforts  that  should  follow  a  life  of  toil. 
He  is  not  onlj'  well  known,  but  is  universally  re- 
spected b3'  all  who  know  him.  In  polities  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  honored  b}'  his 
fcUow-eitizens  with  various  local  offices,  which  he 
has  tilled  satisfactorily  to  one  and  all. 


'JY'KSSE  lewis,  deceased,  was  for  many  years, 
a  resident  of  Marion  Township,  residing  on 
section  8.  He  was  born  in  Ohio  Nov.  23, 
'  183'2,  and  was  the  son  of  William  and  Dor- 
etha  (Hedrick)  Lewis,  who  were  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. When  but  a  small  boy,  the  famih'  moved 
to  Indiana  and  located  in  Delaware  County,  where 
Jesse  grew  to  manhood  while  laboring  upon  the 
farm  and  attending  the  district  schools  as  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  him.  He  w.as  married  in  1854 
to  Martha  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Matthew  R.  and 
Hester  Ann  (Carter)  Smith,  who  were  natives  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  came  to  Washington  County 
in  1865,  and  settled  on  section  8,  Marion  Town- 
ship, where  he  bought  240  acres  of  laud,  which  had 
been  partiallj^  improved.  Here  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1877,  at  the  age 
of  forty-five  years.  To  them  were  born  eleven 
children:  Amanda  Olive  married  Perry  Beenblos- 
som,  and  died  July  28,  1885;  Matthew  W.  is  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  now  residing  in  Gove  County, 
Kan.;  Thomas  Jefferson  is  a  farmer,  residing  in 
this  county ;  M.  P.  and  George  Elmer  also  reside 
in  this  county ;  Allen  died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months;  Samuel,  Clark,  James,  Emma 
Catherine  and  Estella  Alice  reside  at  home. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Lewis  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with 
farming.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  lie  had  less 
than  $100  worth  of  property  to  begiu  with,  but  by 
hard  work  and  econora}'  in  financial  matters,  as- 
sisted by  his  wife,  he  succeeded  well  in  life,  having 
at  the  time  of  his  death  340  acres  of  land,  all  of 
which  was  well  improved.      He  was  a  man  greatly 


respected  for  his  many  virtues,  and  in  all  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fellow-men  endeavored  to  do  as  he 
would  be  done  by.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  uniting  at  the  age  of  sevcinteen,  and 
was  for  many  3'e;us  a  Trustee.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternit_y.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Ciiristian  Church.  Since  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Lewis,  with  the  aid  of  her 
sons,  has  carried  on  the  home  farm ;  in  this  work 
she  has  been  prosperous,  and  has  added  to  the 
estate  119  acres  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  and 
also  has  purchased  160  acres  in  Gove  County,  Kan. 
.She  is  a  wom.an  of  excellent  judgment,  a  good  lousi- 
ness manager,  and  enjo3's  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all.  Left  a  widow,  and  with  a  large  familj'  de- 
pending upon  her,  she  has  certainly  made  good  use 
of  her  opportunities.  Her  mother  died  in  1854,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years,  and  her  father  in  1 884,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  ye.ars. 

Feeling  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  cause 
of  Christ,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  secured  the  erection 
of  a  church  edifice  near  their  residence,  in  which 
services  are  regularly'  held.  That  friends  and  com- 
ing generations  may  have  the  opportunity  of  at 
least  looking  upon  the  portrait  of  one  who  did  so 
much  for  his  fellow-man,  it  is  given  upon  an  oppo- 
site page.  May  the  young  emulate  his  virtues,  and 
like  him,  try  to  do  good  as  the  opportunity  is 
afforded  them. 
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,ENONI  TRIMBLE,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  on  section  10,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  120  acres  of  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  born 
in  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  10,  1818,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Williamson)  Trimble, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
have  since  died  there.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  but  in  his  3'outh  was  appren- 
ticed to  a  blacksmith,  learning  that  trade  and  fol- 
lowing it  for  about  twenty  years,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  fanning. 

In  1862  Mr.  Trimble  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Montgomerj'  County,  Ohio,  with  Alargaret  Batty, 
a  native  of    that   State,    born  about    1840.     They 
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have  six  children — Lillie  B.,  Rosella,  Birdie,  Be- 
noni,  Fidelia  and  Lovella  B.  Miss  Birdie  is  a 
graduate  of  the  High  School  of  Ainsworth.  receiv- 
ing her  diploma  in  1877.  She  is  now  engaged  in 
teaching.  Mr.  Trimble  came  to  Washington  County. 
Iowa,  in  18(i(i,  and  has  since  made  this  his  iiouie. 
Receiving  but  a  limited  education  himself,  he  de- 
termined as  far  as  was  in  his  power  to  give  his 
children  better  advantages  in  that  respect  than  he 
himself  enjoyed.  The  old  log  school-house,  with 
its  puncheon  floor  and  benches,  while  it  may  have 
been  tiie  only  college  enjoyed  by  some  of  the  great 
men  of  this  land,  and  therefore  must  be  appreciated 
at  its  real  worth,  is  yet  not  such  as  this  age  de- 
mands, and  therefore  Mr.  Trimble  has  l)een  a  strong 
friend  of  education. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Repul)lican,  and  is 
well  able  to  express  hiuLself  upon  all  questions  of  a 
pt)lili('al  nature  that  may  be  beft>re  the  people. 
He  is  an  industrious  and  enterprising  man.  The 
home  that  lie  now  enjoys  and  all  that  he  possesses 
in  life  were  acquired  by  his  own  exertions.  He  is 
a  man  who  enjoys  the  respect  of  the  comniunit}-  in 
which  he  resides. 
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ipx  ALIMI  1)K^\■EY,  farmei'.  residing  on  section 
^j\fjy  30,  township  7,1  north,  range  7  west,  and 
/iP\\  attached  to  Franklin  Township,  is  one  of 
'^g^the  earliest  settlers  of  Washington  County. 
He  is  a  native  of  Summit  County,  Ohio,  born  Jan. 
S.  1821.  and  is  a  son  of  .Moses  and  Electa 
(l<\)wler)  Dewe}',  the  former  being  a  native  of 
Wcstfield,  Mass..  born  April  29,  178!).  and  tiie  lat- 
ter of  Northampton,  Mass.,  born  Ma}'  22,  17'.»(). 
They  were  married  Sept.  1,  1813.  In  about  181.^ 
or  1810,  they  emigrated  to  Summit  County,  Ohio. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them :  Richard  died  in 
Ohio  iu  1882;  Electa  died  in  infancy;  Norman  died 
in  Toniah.  Wis.,  in  1875;  I'armelia,  the  wife  of 
.Silas  C.  Thompson,  lives  in  .Monroe  Countj'.  Wis.; 
Ralph  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  married 
James  Kellogg,  and  is  now  deceased.  Moses  Dewey 
died  in  182G,  and  iMrs.  Dewey  subsequi'iill\  m;ir- 
ricd   M.irshal   Harrington,  by    whom   she   had   one 


son.  Elisha.  now  living  iu  Ohio.  She  died  in  Sum- 
mit County.  Ohio,  in  1843. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  i)laceil  b^'  his 
mother  when  but  Sve  years  of  age  with  Isaac  W. 
Kingslej',  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  w.as 
twelve  years  (jld.  during  which  time  he  attended 
the  common  winter  school.  He  then  went  to 
Bainbridge  with  his  mother.  During  the  fall  and 
spring  of  1842-43  he  attended  liie  High  .School  at 
.Shalersville,  Portage  Co.  Ohio.  In  the  winter  of 
1843-44  he  taught  school  at  Shalersville,  and  about 
the  same  time  took  up  the  cooper  trade,  but  soon 
afterward  abandoned  it.  In  the  winter  of  i,s44-45 
ho  taught  school  at  Mantua  .Station,  Portage 
Count}',  and  in  the  following  summer  worked  for 
his  brother.  In  the  fall  of  184.5,  he  came  to  Wash- 
ington Cf)unty,  this  .State,  and  stopped  at  Brigh- 
ton. In  the  following  winter  he  taught  school  in 
Clay  Township,  and  iu  the  s|iring  of  184<>.  returned 
to  Ohio. 

On  the  28th  of  A|)ril.  1847,  Mr.  Dewej'  was 
married,  at  .Shalersville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Lucinda 
Miller,  a  native  of  Wa3'ne  County,  Oliio,  born  Aug. 
(),  1824,  and  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Eydia  Mil- 
ler. In  the  fall  of  1847,  he  came  with  his  wife  to 
Washington  County  and  settled  in  Clay  Township, 
teaching  school  the  following  winter  and  also  the 
two  succeeding  winters  in  the  same  district  where 
he  first  taught,  and  chielly  engaged  in  farm  work 
during  tlie  summer  seasons.  In  1851 ,  he  removed 
to  Brighton,  where  he  remained  until  1859,  engaged 
in  farming.  In  the  summer  of  1858,  he  was  nom- 
inated, and  in  the  fail  following  was  elected  Clerk 
of  the  district  courts.  He  was  twice  re-elected,  and 
served  for  six  years,  vvith  credit  to  himself  and 
constituents.  On  retiring  from  olHce,  he  formed  a 
partnership  wilii  Edwin  Blair,  and  engaged  in  the 
grocer}'  l)usiness.  In  18(10,  he  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  his  partner,  lint  in  1807  closed  out  the 
business,  but  continued  as  Clerk  until  I8(;s.  He 
was  then  chosen  by  the  County  Judge  as  Deputy 
Auditor,  and  in  the  fall  of  180'.(  was  elected  the 
first  Auditor  of  the  count}',  serving  during  the 
years  of  1870  and  1871.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he 
was  emi)loyed  by  Mills  &  Co.,  of  Des  Moines,  as 
ti'aveling  salesman,  remaining  with  them  .some 
eighteen  months.      He  was  then  appointed  Deputy 
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County  Treasurer  by  J.  W.  Anderson,  .and  re- 
mained with  him  one  year.  Retiring  from  that 
office  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  in 
which  he  continued  till  1885.  Among  other  offices 
held  by  Mr.  Dewey  is  that  of  Mayor  of  Washington, 
during  1805  and  1867,  being  the  flist  Maj'or elected 
in  the  city,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
ami  has  affiliated  with  that  party  since  its  organi- 
zation, having  attended  its  first  state  convention  in 
Iowa  City  Feb.  22,  1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  are 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Charles  A.,  a  railroad 
agent,  who  resides  in  Memphis,  Mo.;  Laura  E. 
died  in  infancy;  S,  B.  is  a  jeweler  in  Washington; 
Richard  P.  and  Lettie  J.  reside  on  the  farm.  Few 
men  in  Washington  County  are  better  known  or 
more  universally  respected  than  Ralph  Dewey,  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  1845. 


<-^S^f-J!«^ 
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,^  AVID  TWINAM, "deceased,  was  a  native 
of  Harrison  County',  (Jhio,  and  the  son  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Wham)  Twinam,  who 
for  man}'  years  resided  near  Athens,  Ohio, 
almost  in  the  shadows  of  Franklin'College,  which 
in  its  day  gave  the  graduating  degree  to  more 
theological  students  than  any  other  college  in  the 
United  States.  John  Wham  was  a  Presbyterian  of 
the  strictest  sort,  and  for  many  years  was  an  Elder 
in  the  Church.  John  Twinam  had  five  children, 
who  grew  to  be  adults — David,  Margaret  A,  Will- 
iam, Nevan  and  Rebecca,  who  were  educated  in 
that  noted  college.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
most  noted  men  of  his  township  for  enterprise, 
strict  religious  life,  and  most  conscientious  business 
habits. 

The  parental  family  emigrated  to  Bureau  County, 
111.,  in  1854,  and  in  1860  removed  to  this  county, 
settling  near  Washington,  purchasing  at  the  time 
the  large  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel  Eckerman. 
His  death  occurred  in  1865,  and  the  fond  wife  and 
loving  mother  was  borne  to  the  tomb  in  1879. 
Both  had  lived  to  see  their  children  well  settled  in 
life,  and  to  see  the  Union  which  thej'  so  dearlj* 
loved,  preserved,  although  at  a  cost  of  thousands 
of  valuable  lives-.     The   principles  so  early  advo- 
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cated  by  .John  Twinam  had  been  established, 
namely,  the  abolition  of  slaver}',  of  which  he  had  a 
perfect  horror.  All  the  childicn  came  with  them 
to  Iowa,  and  David  was  the  lirst  one  married,  his 
wife  beiiig  Miss  .Susan,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  (Holmes)  Thomas,  who  were  both  na- 
tives of  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  emigrating  to 
Iowa  in  1847,  settling  in  this  township.  Three 
years  later,  the  farm  upDU  which  Mrs.  Twinam  re- 
sides was  purchased,  upon  which  the  parents 
remained  during  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the 
motber  dying  soon  after  their  coming.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  coming  to 
Iowa  except  Aaron,  the  husband  of  Alice  Brown, 
and  .Sarah,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Elliott,  both  of 
whom  remained  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  was 
celebrated  Sept.  7,  1860,  the  young  couple  made 
their  home  with  her  parents.  Later,  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  I,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  remained  for 
eighteen  months  in  the  service,  then  being  dis- 
charged for  disability.  The  battle  of  Arkansas 
Post  was  the^only  battle  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
being  unfit  for,duty,;and  an  inmate  of  the  hospital 
most  of  the  time.  The  disease  contracted  during 
his  service  aiade  him  a  great  sufferer  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  which  was  terminated  in 
August,  188G,  from  the  kick  of  a  horse.  During 
all  these  years,  although  the  owner  and  manager 
of  a  large  farm,  he  was  unable  to  do  manual  labor, 
but  aided  by  his  energetic,  loving  wife,  the  busi- 
ness was  continued,  she  having  been  reared  and 
educated  to  the  methods  of  farming  in  Ohio,  in  its 
fullest  sense.  JNIr.  Twinam  drew  a  small  pension 
for  several  years.  This  was  stopped  at  his  death, 
but  his  widow  surely  deserves  the  pittance  for  her 
unremitting  devotion  to  her  husband,  and  the 
cares  taken  upon  her  shoulders,  all  of  which  were 
brought  about  from  the  continued  illness  of  her 
soldier  husband,  who,  while  in  defense  of  his  coun- 
tr^-'s  flag,  contracted  disease  which  cut  him  down 
in  his  prime,  and  deprived  him  of  the  pleasures 
which  were  his  by  right. 

Three  children  graced  the  nniiiu  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife:  Hannah  E.,  deceased;  John  T.  and 
William  W.ade.  John  cast  his  first  vote  for  James 
G.  Blaine,  in  1884,  and  William  is  now  sixteen  years 
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of  age.  The  carofiil  training  given  tiie  sons  by 
their  fond  parents  has  developed  into  the  best 
busine.ss  habits,  and  the  large  farm  is  now  under 
their  nianai^cnienl.  A  handsome  country  residence 
was  completed  in  1JSS7.  Although  tlie,  loss  of  a 
kind  father  is  deeply  felt,  a  happy  family  circle 
yet  remains.  Holh  David  and  iiis  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  for  more 
than  a  score  of  3'ears,  and  the  sons  are  both  mem- 
bers of  that  organization.  Tiie  sketch  of  that 
patriotic  soldier  adds  luster  to  the  history  of  tlie 
hundreds  of  the  brave  boys  in  blue,  wiio  fought 
valiantly  and  well,-  and  whose  names  are  found 
enshrined  upon  the  altar  of  llieir  common  country. 


-'^m- 


^p^l  A.  SNYDER,  farmer  ;nid  sto.'k-raiser,  sec- 
.|f^_,  tion  14,  Dutcii  Creek  Townsl)i[),  was  born 
^^  in  Truml)ull  County,  Ohio,  April  -22,  1830, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Crow)  Snyder, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  llie  latter 
of  Connecticut.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  be  adults,  and 
ten  of  whom  are  3'et  living,  our  subject  being  the 
third  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Snyder  were  pioneer  settlers 
in  Ohio,  and  there  upon  his  father's  farm  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  spent  his  boj'hood  and  youth, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  scliools.  Af- 
ter he  came  to  Iowa  he  taught  school  in  winters  for 
seven  years.  Wlien  nineteen  years  of  age  he  left 
his  Ohio  home,  came  to  Denmark,  Lee  Co., 
Iowa,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  other  occupa- 
tions. In  lis.il  lie  pre-empted  1  GO  acres  of  land  on 
sections  13  and  14,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  to 
which  he  moved,  impri)ved  and  added  to.  until  he 
now  owns  240  acres  of  tillable  land,  and  twelve  and  a 
half  of  timber.  On  the  premises  is  a  large  two-story 
frame  house,  containing  eight  rooms,  witii  good 
barn  and  sucli  other  buildings  as  are  necessary  in 
conducting  a  well-regulated  stock  and  general  farm. 

On  the  .■)th  of  .March,  1856,  C.  A.  .Snyder  mar- 
ried Miss  Lorinda  Wildman,  an  adopted  daughter 
of  JMios  Andrews.  She  was  born  in  'J'rnmbnJl 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  2,  1835.  She  was  the  only 
child  i)f  the  family.     Her  father  was  a  native  of 
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New  York  and  her  muther  of  Connecticut,  but  of 
Knglish  ancestry.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Snyder  have  ha<l 
seven  children:  Kva  A.,  born  Nov.  27,  1856,  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  Robertson,  a  farmer  in 
Harlan  County,  Xeb. ;  she  was  born  in  Pleasant 
Ridge,  Lee  Co.,  Iowa.  .Mar}'  Belle,  also  born  in 
Pleasant  Ridge,  Lee  Co.,  Iowa,  Oct.  6,  1857,  is  now 
the  wife  of  T.  A.  Jones,  a  merchant  in  Dublin, 
Washington  County ;  Harlan  '1'.,  born  Sept.  8.  1861, 
is  a  farmer  in  Decatur  County,  Kan.;  Ernest  B., 
born  Oct.  U,  1863;  Frank  E..Oct.  16,  1864;  Bert  E., 
Sept.  10,  1869,  and  Addison  J.,  Sept.  16,  1871.  lu 
the  education  of  their  children  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Sny- 
der have  taken  special  pride.  They  are  members 
of  the  New  Haven  Baptist  Church  of  Dutch  Creek 
Township,  Mr.  Snj'der  being  one  of  its  Deacons. 
In  the  work  of  the  Church  they  are  both  quite  act- 
ive, and  in  fact  are  active  in  every  good  work. 

Starting  in  life  without  a  dollar,  by  his  own  ex- 
ertions assisted  by  his  wife,  Mr.  .Snyder  has  accu- 
mulated a  large  property,  and  is  now  considered 
one  of  the  well-to-do  fanners  of  Washington 
County.  He  is  a  practical  farmer,  and  in  the  gen- 
eral management  of  the  farm  endeavors  to  use 
good  common  sense,  whde  at  the  same  time  making 
use  of  the  experience  of  others. 


"-^^t^ 
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JOSEPH  I).  NICHOLS,  section  1,  Marion 
Township,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He 
was  born  in  Wrt.shington  County,  Ohio,  F'eb. 
21,  182;i,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Chris- 
tina (Benson)  Nichols,  who  were  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  his  youth 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  boiler-maker, 
at  which  he  worked  live  or  six  years.  He  came  to 
this  county  in  May,  1856,  and  settled  in  Washing- 
ton, where  he  wt)rked  one  year  in  a  machine-shop. 
He  then  came  to  Marion  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased and  ran  a  sawmill  for  some  ye.ars,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  ho  purchased  eishtv-ninc  acres  of 
land. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  twice  married.  His  lirst  mar- 
riage occurred  in  1856,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Julia 
Ann  l^nderwood,  a  native  of   Indiana.     She   died 
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in  June,  1857,  and  in  18G0  Mr.  Nichols  wns  united 
in  marriage  witli  Miss  C'iiarit}^  Laughlin,  a  native 
of  Iowa.  By  this  union  there  was  one  child,  John 
William,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Nichols  died 
in  18G2,  and  Mr.  Nichols  was  again  married,  Dec. 
20,  1863,  choosing  as  a  companion  Miss  Louisa 
Ellen  Tucker,  a  native  of  AVashington  County. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  them — James  T., 
•Charles  C,  William  W.,  Zilla  Ann  and  Wilson  J. 

Mr.  Nichols  is  the  owner  of  eighty-nine  acres  of 
fine  land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  fraternally  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  though  liberal  in  his 
views.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  inherits 
the  indomitable  will  and  perseverance  of  men  of 
that  race.  Commencing  life  in  poverty  with  noth- 
ing but  strong  arms  and  a  will  to  do  for  himself, 
he  has  persevered,  and  although  not  surrounded  by 
the  wealth  of  many  others,  he  is  comfortably  fixed 
in  life,  and  has  no  cause  to  looit  back  on  the  past 
with  regret. 


^^  EORGE  G.  RODM A 
'll  (=}  master,  and  editor  ( 
^Wft    ocrat,   was  born  in 


,^^  EORGE  G.  RODMAN,  attorney-at-law,  Post- 

of  the  Washington  Dem- 
Martinsburg,  Knox  Co., 
Ohio,  June  15,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  W^esley  F. 
and  Edith  T.  (Cadwallader)  Rodman,  the  former  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
(fSee  sketch  of  Wesley  F.  Rodman  on  another  page 
of  this  work.) 

In  1856  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Wash- 
ington with  his  parents,  and  here  grew  to  man- 
hood. His  primary  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  Washington,  and  his  higher  ed- 
ucation in  the  old  Washington  College,  at  Wash- 
ington, and  also  at  the  State  University.  In  1870 
he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  J.  F.  MeJunkin, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa 
City,  from  which  he  wasgraduatcd  in  1872.  After 
graduating,  he  returned  to  Washington,  opened  an 
office,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
For  four  years  he  was  City  Solicitor,  and  three 
3'ears  City  Clerk,  discharging  the  duties  of  those 
— ^* 


offices  with  satisfaction  to  himself  and  to  the  tax- 
payers of  the  city.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  for  six  j^ears.  Politically,  lie  is  a 
Democrat  of  the  straightest  sect,  and  has  advocated 
the  principles  of  that  part}^  during  his  entire  life. 
In  the  councils  of  his  party,  in  both  county  and 
State,  his  advice  has  for  many  years  been  eagerly 
sought. 

In  Novemlier,  1881,  Mr.  Rodman  became  asso- 
ciated in  the  publication  of  the  Washington  Dmio- 
crat,  assuming  the  entire  editorial  control,  which 
position  he  still  continues  to  fill.  He  is  a  fluent 
writer,  and  knows  well  how  to  express  himself 
upon  every  subject  of  general  interest.  The  Dem- 
oa-at,  under  his  editorial  management,  takes  rank 
with  the  besi  country  newspapers  in  the  Stale  of 
Iowa.  On  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of 
Col.  Bell,  in  November,  1886,  Mi-.  Rodman  was 
a|)pointed  Postmaster  of  the  cit}'  of  Washington, 
and  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office  In 
a  perfectly  satisfactory  manner.  As  a  citizen  of 
Washington,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  every- 
thing calculated  to  build  up  both  city  and  county. 
No  enterprise  calculated  for  the  public  good  but 
what  meets  with  his  active  co-operation,  giving  not 
only  the  influence  of  his  paper  in  its  support,  but 
contributing  of  his  means  as  well.  He  is  a  member 
of  Washington  Lodge  No.  26,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
as  a  Mason,  cherishes  the  principles  of  the  fra- 
ternity, believing  them  to  be  conducive  to  the 
public  good. 


JIOMAS  MAXWELL,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  upon  section  16,  Washington 
Township,  where  he  has  250  acres  of  fine 
land,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a 
native  of  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  born  Oct.  29, 
1817,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Martha  A. 
(Crossen)  Maxwell,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  the  former  being  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  the  latter  of  Irish  descent.  They  were  pio- 
neers of  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  settling  there  when 
it  was  an  almost  complete  wilderness.  Even  for 
the  ammunition  required  to  kill  game  on  which 
they   principally  lived,  they  were  required  to  go  a 
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flist;uice  of  fifteen  miles.  They  remained  in  llarri- 
si)n  C'uunty,  Ohio,  until  184f<,  wlicn  they  eaine  to 
Washington  County,  (his  State,  where  they  resided 
tlie  remainder  of  tlieir  lives.  Robert  Maxwell  died 
in  1)S7(J,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  while  Mrs.  .Max- 
well died  in  1883,  aged  eighty -five. 

The  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  received  l)ut  n  limited  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  iiis  native  State.  Hard  work 
was  his  lot  from  the  time  lie  was  pliysically  able  to 
be.ar  any  of  the  burdens  of  the  farm.  In  i845  he 
made  a  trip  to  Iowa,  and  in  1847  came  to  the  State 
and  located  on  section  IG,  Crawford  Township, 
Washington  County,  where  he  purchased  and 
improved  a  farm,  remaining  there  until  ISti'J,  when 
he  sold  out  and  came  to  his  present  farm  in  Wash- 
ington Township.  This  farm  was  partially  im- 
proved, but  the  excellent  improvements  now  seen 
are  the  results  of  his  own  laltors. 

Thomas  Maxwell  married,  in  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  November  G,  1849,  Miss  Sar.ah  J.  Miller, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Milli- 
gan)  Miller.  She  was  a  imtive  of  that  county, 
born  .Ian.  12.  182G.  Her  parents  were  also  pio- 
neers of  tliat  connt3'.  Eight  children  iiave  been 
born  to  them,  onl}'  two  of  whom  are  now  living: 
John  A.,  residing  in  California,  and  Anna  M.,  at 
home.  Those  deceased  are  Elizabeth  N.,  Mar- 
tha J.,  Annetta  and  Robert  J.,  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Maxwell  died  April  2;j, 
1872.  She  was  a  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  in  her  dail^^  life  exemplified  the 
teachings  of  her  Savior.  Mr.  Maxwell  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  has 
been  conected  with  the  same  for  many  years. 

Thom.as  Maxwell  is  another  illustration  of  the 
possibilities  of  American  youth.  Commencing  life 
without  a  dollar,  he  worked  for  seven  3"ears  for 
%75  per  year,  out  of  whicii  he  saved  quite  a  little 
sura  of  money,  whicli  enabled  him  to  get  his  first 
sUirt.  When  he  came  to  Washington  County'  he 
rented  land  for  two  years,  and  then  purchased  the 
f:irm  in  Ci'awford  Township,  as  alrea<ly  stated.  In 
all  his  business  affairs  he  is  strictly  honest,  doing 
unto  others  .as  he  would  that  others  should  do  unto 
him.  He  has  toiled  early  and  late,  been  econom- 
ical in  his  expenditures,  painstaking  in   all    his   la- 
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bor,  and  now,  having  reached  his  threescore  years 
and  ten,  he  can  safely  leave  to  others  hard  work, 
while  he  enjoys  the  rest  to  which  he  is  entitled. 
For  forty  years  lie  has  l)een  a  citizen  of  Wiishing- 
ton  County,  and  no  man  within  its  borders  has  a 
more  honorable  record,  and  is  lume  universally' 
esteemed  than  Thomas  Maxwell. 

^  AMES  B.  ANDERSON,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
I  early  settlers  in  Washington  County,  and 
]  liiniself  one  of  the  pioneers,  was  born  in 
(^Ufi  Highland  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  29,  1816. 
His  parents  were  Balaam  and  Wilhelmina  (Bowen) 
Anderson.  The  former  was  a  native  of  Maryland, 
and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  received 
only  such  educatic)n  as  was  eomm(jn  in  those  daj's 
of  log  cabin  school-houses  with  puncheon  floor,  slab 
seats,  and  often  indifTerent  teachers.  In  1839  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county',  where  he  as- 
sisted his  father  in  starting  a  farm. 

In  the  Last-named  ye.ar  .Mr.  A.  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Daniel  McCoy,  of  JIassacliusetts, 
and  soon  started  a  home  of  his  own,  on  the  place 
where  he  has  now  lived  for  forty-seven  years,  and 
on  which  at  that  time  there  was  not  a  shrub  or 
vine  of  any  kind  except  hazel-brush.  He  and  his 
wife  began  poor,  but  by  industry  and  economy 
have  accumulated  a  competency.  The  site  of 
Washington,  now  a  city  of  3,000,  was  then  wild 
land,  and  the  nearest  trading-post  was  at  Burling- 
ton, and  all  of  the  changes  in  this  region,  of  which 
this  is  an  illustration,  have  been  witnessed  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson  during  their  long  residence 
here.  There  was,  when  he  settled  here,  plent}'  of 
game;  deer  and  wolves  roamed  the  forest,  and  the 
equallj'  wild  Indian  was  frequentl}'  seen  on  the 
trail  which  passed  near  by. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mr.  Anderson  was  blessed 
with  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  following  nine 
are  now  living:  Daniel  M. ;  Eliza  J.,  the  wife  of  Dan- 
iel Ackcrman;  Melville  M.;  Lewis  F. ;  Floretta  M., 
the  wife  of  William  McFarland;  Seward  Lincoln, 
and  HnldaliF.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  .M.  Logan,  are 
all  living   in   this  county;  Rufus  H.,  a  resident  of 
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Ringgold  County,  Iowa,  and  Oscar  H.,  who  lives 
in  Rush  County,  Kan.  Mr.  Anderson  has  succeeded 
by  reading  and  study  in  supplying  his  lack  of  early 
advantages,  but  is  a  warm  advocate  of  good 
schools  for  the  younger  generation.  In  polities,  he 
is  a  Republican,  having  acted  with  that  part}'  since 
its  organization.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  respected  members  of 
society. 

Levi  B.  Anderson,  a  younger  brother  of  .Tames 
B.,  was  born  in  Westfall,  Ohio,  Sept.  13,  1832,  and 
was  but  seven  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to 
Washington  County,  where  his  entire  life  has  since 
been  passed.  He  had  onl}'  the  same  educational 
advantages  as  his  elder  brother,  but  well  improved 
what  opportunities  he  had.  In  1857  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rachel 
(Rhodes)  Cooper,  natives  of  Virginia  and  New 
Jersey,  respectively,  who  came  to  Washington 
County  in  1855,  and  are  now  living  in  Rawlins 
County,  Kan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi  Anderson  have  six  living 
children,  named:  Priscilla  Jennie,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Pickens,  now  living  in  Dakota;  Emma  ^'iola, 
Martin  E.,  Minnie  E.,  Charles  G.  and  OrpliaL. 
Mr.  Anderson  has  lived  to  see  many  changes  here. 
The  prairies  were  then  wild  and  unbroken,  and  the 
cabins  of  the  settlers  few  and  far  between.  Now 
finely  cultivated  farms  and  comfortable  residences 
greet  the  eye  on  every  side.  He  owns  a  well- 
improved  farm  of  seventj'-eight  acres,  all  under 
cultivation.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Christian 
Church,'  and  at  the  polls  he  votes  the  Republican 
ticket. 

W.  HENDERSON,  farmer  and  stock- 
|Y]  dealer,  resides  on  section  .  23.  Oregon 
^  Township,  where  he  owns  180  acres  of 
land  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, with  a  neat  residence  and  commodious  out- 
buildings. He  was  born  in  East  Tennessee,  May 
2,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  John  J.  and  Margaret 
(Walker)  Henderson,  both  of  wliom  are  natives  of 
Tennessee,  the  former  being  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
The  family  came  to  Washington  County  in  1856, 
and  settled  ou  the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject. 
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The  father  died  April  7,  1872,  aged  sixty-two,  and 
the  nK)ther  in   lS-t4. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
three  now  living,  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketcli  being 
the  oldest;  Alexander,  the  second  cliild,  is  a  farmer 
residing  in  this  county,  and  Mary  J.  lives  with  her 
brother,  D.  W.  Some  time  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  John  J.  Henderson  married  Nancy  Esther 
Allen,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Margaret 
A.,  deceased;  Melinda  E.,  the  wife  of  S.  A.  Sands, 
of  this  county,  and  Esther  Caroline,  the  wife  of 
J.  N.  Sands,  also  of  this  county.  On  coming  to 
Washington  County  he  purchased  KJO  acres,  and 
at  his  death  left  200  acres  of  flue  land.  On  his 
death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens,  and 
the  family  a  kind  and  indulgent  fathe)'. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  ou  a  farm 
and  adopted  that  occupation  as  his  business  through 
life.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
handling  stock.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 

^?<)EORGE  FREDERICK  WIELAND,  a  far- 
III  (-— ,  nier  and  stock- raiser  of  Iowa  Township,  was 
^^IS  born  in  New  Lisbon.  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio, 
Sept.  13,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  George  A.  and 
Bridget  (Stravle)  Wielaud.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Baran,  Germany,  and  his  wife  in 
Wittenburg.  The  paternal  grandparents  lived  and 
died  in  Germany,  and  George  was  about  eighteen 
years  old  when  he  came  alone  to  America  in  1 835. 
He  remained  in  New  York  working  at  the  tailor's 
trade,  until  about  two  years  before  his  marriage, 
when  he  w^ent  to  New  Lisbon,  and  for  several  years 
worked  at  his  trade. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  George  Wieland,  Sr., 
built  a  residence  in  Dungannon,  Ohio,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  did  business  at  that  place.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1864,  and  with  his  wife,  now  re- 
sides witli  their  children,  who  are  named  as  follows: 
George  F. ;  John,  who  wedded  Lizzie  Anderson  in 
Ohio,  resides  in  Carroll  County,  Iowa,  wheie  he  is 
a  large  land-owner;  Rev.  S.  F.,  pastor  of  St.  Paul's 
Catholic  Church,  of  Lee  County,  Iowa;  David  is 
the  husband   of  Mary   Barnard,  and   resides   near    V 
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Ric-liinond.  Iowa;  Joseph  is  also  married,  and  is  a 
fanner  of  Lyon  County,  Kan.;  Baltis  is  married, 
and  operates  a  farm  adjuining  tliat  of  Joseph; 
Peter  is  married,  and  is  a  stoclv-dealer  in  the  same 
county;  George  marrie(J,  and  is  a  farmer  on  the 
paternal  homesteatl  in  Carroll  County,  Iowa;  Nich- 
olas, unmarried,  is  .a  farmer  in  ]>yon  County,  Kan. ; 
.lames  wedded  Theresa  Metz,  of  Marion  County, 
Iowa,  and  his  farm  adjoins  that  of  Nicholas;  Cather- 
ine became  the  wife  of  Joiin  Ilenn.  also  a  farmer  on 
an  adjoining  farm  with  tiiose  above  mentioned; 
Mary  wedded  Joseph  Bauer,  who  owns  a  valuable 
farm  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

Our  subject  is  tiie  eldest  one  of  the  cluldren. 
He  left  home  a  single  man,  an<l  was  in  his  twenti- 
eth year  when  he  came  to  low.a.  He  came  direct 
to  this  township,  and  later  went  to  Richmond,,  and  . 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and:slioe&;fQ)^. , 
three  j-ears.  In  18G0  he  wedded  Catherine  Critz, 
of  who.<e  family  an  extended  history  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Frank  Critz,  present  Treasurec  of 
Washington  County.  In  the  winter  of  18G0,  wliife' 
living  in  Kichmond,  he  jjurchased  fortj'  acres  of 
land,  now  owned  by  Matthias  Blicker.  This  he 
later  .sold  and  rented  a  farm  west  of  the  above- 
mentioned  village,  and  in  18C3  purchased  his  pres- 
ent f:uni.  most  of  which  was  broken,  and  upon 
which  lie  has  since  made  valualjle  improvements, 
consisting  of  barns,  fences,  etc. 

The  first  oflicial  position  held  by  our  subject  in 
this  county,  was  that  of  Trustee  of  his  township,  to 
which  office  he  was  elected  in  1878,  and  so  well 
has  he  filled  the  place,  and  so  great  has  been  the 
confidence  of  the  voters  of  this  township,  that  he 
has  been  elected  each  consecutive  year  to  this  date, 
and  was  nnaniniousl}'  renominated  in  August,  1887. 
As  a  man  of  judgment,  we  are  informed  by  one 
who  is  reliable  in  what  he  says,  that  Mr.  Wieland 
has  done  more  to  harmonize  the  little  disagree- 
ments among  neighbors,  and  has  attended  to 
more  business  since  his  residence  in  the  township, 
than  any  man  who  ever  lived  within  its  bt)rders. 
Through  his  efforts  the  first  road  grader  purch.ascd 
in  the  township  was  secured,  and  the  fine  roads 
may  be  accredited  to  the  persistence  with  which  he 
advocated  its  purchase.  Kver  since  the  school  dis- 
trict became  independent,  he  has  acted  .as  Trciusurer 


of  the  School  Board.  For  fifteen  consecutive  years, 
he  has  been  Supervisor  of  Roads,  and  the  best 
roads  in  the  county  are  found  in  Iowa  Township. 
We  learn  that  in  judgment  in  township  affairs,' Mr. 
Wieland  has  no  superior  in  the  count}',  and  al- 
though comparatively  young,  h.as  not  onlj'  made  an 
enviable  record  as  a  business  man,  but  h.as  paved 
the  way  to  official  promoti(jn  whenever  he  desires 
to  exchange  priv.ate  for  public  life,  although  he  is 
a  thoroughbred  Democrat  in  a  Republican  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wieland  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Sylvester  Bauer,  a 
farmer  of  Jackson  Township;  Frank  A.,  Joseph  S., 
Matilda,  Eleanor  and  Nettie.  Allied  by  marriage 
to  one  of  the  oldest  and  l)est-knowii  families  of 
Washington  Ct)unty,  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Weiland  is 
:  >vitli_plcasnre  presented  to  the  people,  who  are  not 
only.proud  of  her  productions,  but  of  her  citizens. 


LJBERT  TAYLOR,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  21,  Highland  Township,  is  a  native 

I  *  of  A'enango  Count}',  Pa.,  born  in  1834. 
He  is  a  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Foster) 
'I"!i}lor,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  mother 
of  Irish,  and  the  father  of  Knglisli  descent  and  of  a 
Quaker  family.  The  father  died  in  August,  1877, 
aged  sixty-five  years,  and  the  mother  in  P'ebruary, 
18()1),  aged  fifty-six.  Tlie}'  were  members  of  the 
Free-^\'ill  Baptist  Church. 

Albert  Taylor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reaicd  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  district  and 
High  Schools  of  his  native  State.  In  October, 
18,55,  he  emigrated  to  Rock  Island  County,  111., 
remaining  there  until  April,  1857,  when  he  started 
farther  west  and  settled  in  Otoe  Count}',  Neb., 
near  Nebraska  City,  where  he  took  a  claim,  and  re- 
mained there  improving  his  farm  until  March, 
18()1.  He  then  came  to  Fremont  County,  Iowa, 
and  the  same  year  moved  to  Washington  County, 
and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Highland  Town- 
ship. His  first  purchase  consisted  of  seventy  .acres, 
but  he  has  since  added  to  it,  until  he  now  has  a 
well-improved  farm  of  340  aci'cs. 

In    October,    1855,    Mr.  Taylor    was   united    in 
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marriage  to  Mrs.  Julena  McC'une,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, whose  maiden  name  was  McCurdy.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  John  McCurdy,  who  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  this  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tay- 
lor have  become  the  parents  of  six  children :  C.  M. 
and  M.  D.,  farmers,  now  residing  in  Audubon 
County,  Iowa;  Ella,  the  wife  of  N.  Wilkins,  a  far- 
mer in  Wichita  County,  Kan.;  William,  a  farmer, 
also  residing  in  Audubon  County,  Iowa;  Clinton 
and  Harry,  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 
Mr.  Taylor  is  a  self-made  man.  Having  started  in 
life  a  poor  boy,  by  hard  work  and  good  manage- 
ment, he  has  acquired  all  he  now  owns,  and  is  en- 
titled to  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him. 


Ut. 


^  j^ILLIAM  C.  MAYHEW,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  section  25,  Washington  Township, 
a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
Athens  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  16,  1837.  His  parents, 
William  C.  and  Aurilla  (Gibbs)  JNIayhew,  were 
New  England  people,  who  settled  in  Ohio  at  an 
early  day,  and  were  pioneers  of  Athens  County. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  six  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  Mr.  Mayhew  died  in  1841,  in 
Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Mayhew  Jan.  25, 
18G2.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  for  many  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Vinton 
Count}',  Ohio,  where  the  family  moved  at  an  early 
day,  and  there  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  while  at  the  same  time  assisting  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1 855  he  came 
to  this  State,  settling  in  Washington  County,  where 
he  spent  one  j'ear,  then  went  to  Wapello  County 
and  remained  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  returned  to  Washington  County, 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was 
mustered  in  with  the  regiment  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
In  November,  18G2,  the  regiment  was  s6nt  to 
Helena,  Ark.,  and  in  the  summer  following  it  joined 
in  the  Viclvsburg  campaign.  It  was  attached  to 
Hovey's  Brigade  of  Steele's  Division,  and  at  Chick- 


asaw Bayou  fought  its  first  battle  Dec.  29,  1862. 
From  that  time  onward  to  the  expiration  of  its 
term  of  service,  the  regiment  was  actively  engaged. 
The  second  battle  in  which  it  particijxated  was  at 
Arkans.as  Post,  where  it  lost  severely. 

After  several  minor  engagements  which  followed 
that  of  Arkansas  Post,  the  regiment  was  again  sent 
to  Vicksburg,  where  it  remained  until  after  the 
capture  of  that  city.  Joining  Sherman,  it  went 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  from  thence  through 
the  Carolinas,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Jenkins- 
ville,  N.  C,  and  at  Durham  Station,  witnessing  the 
surrender  of  Johnston.  After  the  latter  event  it 
continued  on  its  way  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where 
it  formed  a  part  of  that  vast  number  participating 
in  the  grand  review.  The  regiment  was  mustered 
out  at  Washington,  and  discharged  at  Davenport. 
On  receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  Mayhew  returned 
to  Washington  County,  and  on  tlie  14lh  of  Febru- 
ary, 1867,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie 
Blackman,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Lucy  Black- 
man.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  them  :  William 
C,  Jr.,  Etta,  Frank  A.,  Cora  B.,  Ada  C.  and  Har- 
ley.  Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayhew  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politi- 
callj'  he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican.  His 
farm,  consisting  of  125  acres  on  section  25,  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Mayhew 
began  life  on  the  lower  round  of  the  ladder,  but 
through  good  management,  together  with  the  work 
of  his  hands,  he  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  fine 
property,  and  with  his  family,  is  enabled  to  enjoy 
life. 

^ ^^ V- 

n  SAAC  M.  WHITSEL  resides  upon  section  11, 
Marion  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Picka- 
/ii  way  County,  Ohio,  born  in  1811,  and  is  the 
son  of  Daniel  and  Martha  (Smith)  Whitsel,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio. 
The  family  moved  to  Franklin  County,  that  Stale, 
when  Isaac  was  but  ten  years  old.  There  he  grew 
to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  and  lived  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henrj'  County, 
where  he  remained  nearly  two  years,  working  as  a 
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day  laborer  and  in  the  manufacture  of  brick.  From 
Mt.  Pleasant  lie  went  to  Rurlinijton,  and  tiiero  en- 
graged  with  Maj.  Smitii,  who  lived  n  mile  and  a 
quarter  southwest  of  Kurlinjrton.  and  worked  one 
year  on  the  Major's  fiirni. 

In  the  fall  of  1.S41  .Mr.  Whitsel  came  to  Washing- 
ton County,  and  settled  on  section  10,  Marion 
Townshi|),  where  he  bought  a  claim  of  twenty  acres, 
together  with  a  sawmill,  and  also  entered  eighty 
acres  on  section  II.  Here  he  lived  some  twelve 
or  thirteen  years,  running  the  mill  and  farming. 
Having  purchased  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
11,  he  moved,  and  still  continues  to  reside  there. 
He  has  since  added  to  his  original  purchase  until 
he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  360  acres,  all  of  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  On  the  prem- 
ises are  a  good  dwelling-house,  a  barn  erected  at  a 
cost  of  |il,800,  together  with  such  other  out-build- 
ings and  sheds  as  are  necessary  in  conducting  a 
general  farm. 

Mr.  Whitsel  was  united  in  marriage,  Feb.  22, 
184G.  with  Miss  Mary  D.  Brown,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, born  in  1827,  and  died  in  1H8I,  aged 
fifty-three  years  and  twenty-five  days.  Thej'  have 
had  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  except  three:  Louis  C.  is  a  farmer  now 
residing  in  Gove  Count}',  Kan. ;  William  .1.  also  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  residing  in  Barber  County, 
Kan.,  and  Kosetta,  the  wife  of  ,Iohn  I'utnam,  of 
Marion  Township.  .Mr.  Whitsel  is  of  German 
descent.  His  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven,  and  his  mother  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  In 
National  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  local 
affairs,  is  liberal.  In  early  life  his  advantages  for 
acquiring  an  education  were  very  limited,  ;ind  he 
was  onl}'  enabled  to  attend  a  few  terms  of  school 
during  the  winter  months,  but  by  reading  and  ob- 
servation he  has  acquired  consiilerable  information, 
and  is  able  to  express  himself  intelligently  upon  ill- 
most  every  question  of  public  interest. 

A  citizen  of  Washington  Count}'  for  forty-six 
years,  Mr.  Whitsel  can  look  back  and  see  the  many 
changes  that  have  been  in.ade  in  all  that  time.  Of 
the  number  that  came  here  in  18  11,  but  tVw  are  yet  | 
living,  and  that  number  is  rapidly  passing  away. 
,  To  such  men  as  .Mr.  Whiisel  great  credit  is  due  for 
what  the  present  generation  now  enjoy.     A  pioneer   j 


of  1841,  and  therefore  a  resident  of  the  county  for 
almost  half  a  century,  he  deserves  a  place  among 
the  galaxy  of  noble  men  who  made  Washington 
one  of  the  best  counties  in  the  State.  It  is,  there- 
fore, with  pleasure,  that  the  publishers  present  the 
portrait,  on  a  preceding  page,  of  this  fine  old  gen- 
tleman. 
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S.  BARTHOLOMEW,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  section  2,  Cedar  Township,  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  that  State.  March  7,  1832. 
He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Sophia  (Jones)  Bar- 
tholomew, both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  New 
York,  but  of  Irish  descent.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children  :  Stanley  Lucius,  a  retired 
farmer,  residing  in  Batavia,  Kane  Co.,  111.;  Mariana, 
the  widow  of  Eliphalet  Watson,  residing  in  Geneva, 
111.;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Warren,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Kane  County,  111. ;  Jeremiah,  a  retired 
farmer  living  at  Richmond,  Iowa;  W.  S..  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  Ira.  a  farmer  in  DuPage 
County.  111. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thom.as  Bartholomew  moved  from 
New  York  to  Illinois  about  the  year  18.50,  and  set- 
tled on  a  small  tract  of  land,  where  Mr.  Bartholo- 
mew commenced  farming,  at  which  occupation  he 
continued  throughout  his  lifetime.  He  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  for  his  service  received  aland 
warrant.  He  was  a  charitable  and  public-spirited 
man,  giving  of  his  means  to  aid  all  public  enter- 
prises. He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  the  year  1878.  in  Dul'age  County, 
111.  Mrs.  Bartholomew  died  in  the  fall  of  1879. 
She  was  a  true  type  of  the  Christian  woman,  a 
kind  and  iudulgeut  mother,  taking  great  pride  in 
the  education  of  licr  children.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Congiegational  Church.  Our  subject  m.ade 
his  home  vvith  his  parents  ^intil  thirteen  3'ears  of 
age,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He 
first  nnide  his  home  with  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Willson,  remaining  with  him  until  twenty-one  ye.ars 
of  age.  For  those  eight  years  of  hard  toil  he  re- 
ceived i5;100.  With  this  ^100  young  Bartholomew 
started  for  Illinois,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Dul'age 
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County,  engaged  vvitli  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of 
Stephen  Hill,  at  tl-tO  per  year,  and  remained  with 
him  twelve  months,  then  went  to  work  for  .James 
Brown,  at  the  same  wages,  remaining  with  him  one 
year.  Soon  after  he  married  Miss  Amelia  Watson, 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  May  lU,  1837.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Louisa  Watson, 
both  natives  of  New  York. 

In  1855  Mr.  Bartholomew  came  with  his  young 
bride  to  Washington  County,  and  here  purchased 
122  acres  of  wild  land  which  he  commenced  to  im- 
prove, making  for  himself  a  home  in  iiis  adopted 
State.  He  now  owns  .322  acres  of  fine  prairie  land, 
together  vvith  eight  acres  of  timber,  in  all  330 
acres.  The  farm  presents  a  good  appearance  with 
its  well-tilled  fields  and  fine  farm  buildings,  all  of 
which  are  the  result  of  his  own  toil  and  industry. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartholomew  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children :  William  H.  is  a  farmer  in  Lime 
Creek  Township;  Sanford  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Clara  A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Wilkins;  Edward  H.  is  now  helping  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm;  Ira  T.  and  Eliphalet,  are 
at  home;  and  Thomas,  a  twin  brother  of  Eliphalet, 
is  deceased.  On  the  15th  of  October,  1871,  death 
visited  this  happy  home,  taking  from  it  the  wife 
and  mother.  She  was  a  kind  parent  to  her  chil- 
dren, a  true  and  loving  wife,  and  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was 
greatl3'  beloved,  and  missed  not  only  by  her  family 
but  also  by  the  man^-  dear  friends  with  whom,  she 
was  dail}'  associated.  She  has  left  them  only  to 
wait  their  coming  on  the  other  shore.  Mr.  Bar- 
tholomew is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  takes  a  great  inter- 
est in  the  upbuilding  of  the  State  in  vvhich  he 
lives. 


\|]  OHN  BIcCOBB,  deceased,  resided  on  section 
I  27,  Oregon  Township,  where  he  was  the 
^^^  owner  of  167  acres  of  land.  He  was  born 
(^^  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  the  year  1810 
came  to  America  in  1830  and  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  remained  until  18.50,  then  came 
to  W.ashington  County,  where  he  purchased  124 
acres  of    wild  land,  to  which   he  added   by    subse- 


quent purchase,  and  at  his  death  left  an  excellent 
farm.  He  was  married  in  this  county,  in  1860,  to 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Fetters,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Fetters.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Antoin- 
ette Gear,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  English 
descent.  She  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them :  Matthew  S., 
who  married  Anna  Lindsey,  is  now  residing  in 
Kansas;  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Edith. 
Eva  E.  and  Elsie.  By  her  first  marriage,  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cobb  was  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Antoinette, 
who  is  the  wife  of  James  W.  Bycrs,  of  Iowa,  and 
the  mother  of  four  children — Marshal  II.,  Mintil  S., 
Eva  A.  and  Elsie. 

Mr.  McCobb  died  Nov.  10,  1884,  leaving  a  lov- 
ing wife,  four  children,  and  many  friends  to  mourn 
their  loss.  He  was  a  sincere  Christian  man,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his 
daily  life  endeavored  to  practice  the  precepts  and 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Son  of  Man.  In  the 
community  in  which  he  resided  he  was  greatly  es- 
teemed for  his  many  excellent  qualities  of  head  and 
heart.  The  widow  is  also  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  greatly  esteemed  for 
her  social  qualities;  she  yet  resides  on  her  home 
farm.  All  her  children  have  been  well  educated. 
Miss  Eva  having  taught  fifteen  terms  in  the  public 
schools  of  Washington  County;  another  daughter, 
Elsie,  is  also  engaged  in  teaching.  As  a  family 
they  are  well  respected  and  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  them. 


ENRY  A.  YOUNKIN,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser.  In  giving  a  sketch  of  the  Younkin 
family,  we  are  pleased  to  state  that  Samuel 
and  C.itherine  (Godlove)  Younkin  are  the 
oldest  couple  in  Iowa  Township.  They  have  long 
since  passed  their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  but 
to-day  at  their  advanced  age,  he  in  his  eighty- 
ninth,  and  she  in  her  eighty-fifth  3'car,  their  health 
is  remarkably  good,  and  both  do  as  much  work 
upon  the  farm  as  almost  any  couple  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  longevity  of  the  family  is  also  remark- 
able, eighty  odd  years  being  the  average;  some  of 
them  have  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one  hun- 
■» 
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drcd,  and  Samuel  and  his  wife  bid  fair  to  reach  that 
ripe  old  age.  They  are  both  of  German  origin, 
born  in  Virginia,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  Perrj^  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Youiikin  cleared 
up  two  large  farms.  He  was  an  ollicial  of  his  town- 
ship from  the  earliest  recollection  of  our  subject, 
and  taught  school  before,  and  for  many  years  af- 
ter his  marriage  was  engaged  in  that  profession. 
His  wife  was  a  great  weaver,  and  to  this  day  has 
one  of  the  old  style  looms  in  her  house,  and  her 
nimble  lingers  j'ct  fashion  the  stripes  in  homewoven 
carpets,  and  the  click-clack  of  the  flying  shuttle  is 
heard  in  the  old  farm  liousi'  where  they  have  lived 
so  many  years. 

Samuel,  too,  understood  we.-iving  well,  and  in 
the  early  daj'S  wove  large  quantities  of  woolen 
goods,  but  as  a  weaver  his  crowning  glory  con- 
sisted in  the  manufacture  of  those  old  coverlets 
which  will  last  a  lifetime.  The  historian  was  shown 
one  of  fifty-three  such  specimens,  woven  and  pre- 
sented to  his  children  and  grauvlcliildren  by  Samuel 
Younkin  when  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  and  to  say 
that  no  present  could  be  more  highly  esteemed, 
would  hardly  express  their  sentiments.  Tiiey  are 
the  parents  of  the  foUowing  children,  nine  of  whom 
were  born  in  Ohio  prior  to  their  removal  to  Iowa 
in  1844:  Joseph,  the  husbantl  of  Kliza  .1.  Iden; 
Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Ferdin.and  Tener;  Henry  A.. 
the  linsband  of  Mary  A.  Iden,  a  cousin  of  Jcjseph's 
wife;  Abner,  whose  first  wif6  vvas  the  second  Re- 
becca Fesler;  Martha  .1.  Young;  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased, married  Thomas  H.  Iden;  Samuel  died 
when  ten  years  of  age;  Nanc^' and  John  F.,  botli 
unmarried;  Margaret,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
William  Tansey;  she  died  while  her  husband  was 
absent  as  a  soldier  during  the  late  war.  William, 
decejised,  who  was  by  trade  a  harness-maker,  wed- 
ded Adaline  Bray;  George,  the  youngest,  is  a  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episeoiial  (,'liurch,  now  sta- 
tioned at  Kellogg,  Iowa,  and  was  born  in  this  county. 

When  the  family  came  to  this  count3',  Samuel 
Y'ounkin  purclnised  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land, 
which  he  still  owns,  and  also  paid  ^400  to  Nixon 
Scott  for  a  claim  to  a  section  besides,  which  he  af- 
terward entered,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  familj'  with  other  lands  that  have  since  been 
added.     A  little  round  log  cabin  with  a  clapl)oard 

-m~-4» 


1 


V 


roof  stood  upon  the  eight}' -acre  tract,  and  into  this 
the  family  moved,  and  as  our  subject  states  "the 
eaves  were  not  over  five  feet  high,  and  we  had  to 
stoop  to  get  in  at  the  door."  A  sod  house  addition 
w,as  built  at  once,  and  in  this  the  family  passed  a 
fairly  comfortable  winter.  The  second  winter  was 
passed  in  a  nice  double-log  cabin,  covered  with  a 
shingle  roof,  and  this  was  for  many  years  known  as 
"•Y'ounkin's  Hotel;"  the  stage  line  from  Iowa  City 
to  Fairfield  p.assed  this  pioneer  inn,  and  a  post- 
oflice  was  established  there  in  18,56,  with  Samuel 
Younkin  as  Postmaster.  The  -'Y'ounkin  Hotel" 
was  a  stage  otiice,  and  frequenth'  three  or  four 
stages  would  stop  at  one  time.  The  hotel  did  quite 
a  large  transient  trade  for  many  years,  and  the 
post-olHce  was  continued  until  18.511.  The  old 
military  road  was  a  m(>  indering  one,  and  in  fact 
passed  many  of  the  houses  in  the  new  country. 
Nathaniel  McClure,  a  wealtliv  nian  who  resided 
within  what  is  now  the  limits  of  Riverside,  con- 
cluded to  open  a  hotel,  and  to  make  it  profitable, 
petitioned  the  State  Legislature  to  have  the  old 
military  road  resurveyed,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
which  authorized  the  line  from  Keokuk  to  Dubuque 
to  be  opened  and  bridged  at  the  expense  of  the 
State.  This  practicall}'  stopped  traffic  on  the  old 
line,  and  the  "Y'ounkin  Hotel"  was  discontinued. 
McClure's  inn  flourished  a  short  time,  until  rail- 
roads put  an  end  to  stage  travel.  Samuel  Y'oun- 
kin wouhl  not  accept  any  ollicial  position  after  com- 
ing to  Washington  County,  and  his  whole  life  has 
been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he 
and  his  children  have  been  remarkably  successful. 
Henry  A.  Y'ounkin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  1827,  and  has  been  from  his  boyhood 
chiefly  engaged  in  farming.  He  left  his  father's 
house  in  the  fall  of  1849,  after  they  came  to  Iowa, 
and  spent  one  winter  in  Arkansas  and  Mississippi, 
and  the  next  winter  in  the  pine  forests  of  Wiscon- 
sin, lumbering  on  the  Chippewa  River.  He  re- 
turned to  Iowa,  and  in  December,  18G0,  w.as  wed- 
ded to  Mary  A.  Iden.  Tlieir  domestic  life  was  be- 
gun upon  their  present  farm,  which  w.as  entered  by 
our  subject  in  18.51,  for  which  he  has  the  original 
|)atcnt.  The  first  house  erected  is  still  standing, 
but  has  been  pushed  back  to  make  room  for  a  more 
modern  farm  house.     In  the  old  house  their  only 
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daughter,  Emma  C,  vvas  born,  and  in  it  the  years 
were  passed  in  which  Mr.  Younkin  gained  the  most 
of  his  financial  prestige.  Daring  the  intervening 
years,  Mr.  Younlvin  has  been  Assessor  of  the  town- 
ship, and  three  years  its  Trustee.  .Since  their 
school  district  has  been  organized,  he  has  served 
fourteen  i-onsecutive  years  as  School  Treasurer,  and 
is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office.  His  daugh- 
ter has  attended  several  terms  at  the  Iowa  City 
Academj',  and  has  received  a  liberal  education. 
The  Younkin  family  are  earnest  advocates  of  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  educational 
interests.  As  this  is  a  fitting  addenda  to  the  sketch 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  county,  it  is  given 
with  pleasure  and  will  be  read  with  interest. 
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■^OHN  M('CLELLAND,  deceased,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  but  came  with  his  parents 
to  the  United  States  when  a  mere  child,  the 
family  locating  in  Pennsylvania.  There  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  in  March.  1813,  married 
Betsy  Keister,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylv.ania,  but 
was  of  German  parentage.  After  their  marriage, 
the  3'oung  couple  settled  near  Pittsburgh.  They 
were  ihe  parents  of  fifteen  children,  all  yet  living 
but  one :  William  has  been  for  many  years  a  prac- 
ticing physici.an  in  Washington  Countj- ;  .James  is 
in  Uetruit.  Mich.;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Keister,  also  of  Washington  County ;  Ann  is  de- 
ceased; Erskino  is  in  Georgetown,  Col.;  Nathan 
resides  in  New  Zealand;  John  lives  in  this  county; 
Hannah  and  Eliza  are  twins;  the  former  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  J.  McClelland,  of  Pennsylvania,  aud  the  lat- 
ter the  wife  of  Archibald  Graham,  of  Missouri. 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Glenn,  of  this  county ; 
Job  is  a  resident  of  Anamosa,  Col. ;  Phwbe  is  the 
wife  of  John  BIcKenzie ;  Jemima  is  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Missouri;  Mary  Jane  is  the  widow 
of  W.  O.  Wallace,  of  this  county,  and  Rosanna  is 
the  wife  of  John  Work,  of  this  county.  After  re- 
maining in  Pennsylviinia  till  several  of  his  children 
were  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  iu 
1855  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClelland  came  to  Washing- 
ton County,  where  the}-  lived  till  their  death.  Mr. 
McClelland  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of   eightj-'five 
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years,  while  Mrs.  McClelland  survived  him  four 
years,  dying  iu  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
3'ears. 

John  McClelland  was  possessed  of  rather  more 
than  ordinary  ability;  a  man  of  strong  convictions 
and  one  not  afraid  to  express  iiis  views  upon  any 
question  of  public  interest.  He  was  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man.  and  advocated  freedom  .at  a  time  when 
it  was  hardly  considered  f.asliionable,  and  when  it 
was  reall}'  not  safe.  He  was  one  of  a  few  men  in 
Pennsylviinia  who  voted  for  Birney,  the  Free-soil 
candidate  for  President  in  1841.  Mr.  McClelland 
was  also  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  when  it 
was  not  very  popular  to  be  a  temperance  man,  even 
when  to  advocate  temperance  was  to  be  a  fanatic. 
He  lived  to  see  slavery  abolished  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land  and  to  see  his  tem- 
perance principles  endorsed  bj'  the  majoritj'  of  the 
American  people.  Religiously,  he  was  connected 
with  the  United  Presbyterians,  and,  with  the  mem- 
bers of  that  body,  was  opposed  to  seci'et  societies, 
believing  that  .all  things  should  l)e  done  in  the  light 
of  day. 


BSALOM  BUSH,  a  retired  farmer,  resides 
at  Kalona.  He  w.as  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Ohio,  Feb.  8,  1813,  and  is  the  son  of  Leon- 
ard aud  Catherine  (Powers)  Bush.  His 
father  was  born  in  Pendleton  County,  Va.,  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  natural  me- 
chanic, and  was  also  a  carpenter,  manufacturing 
looms  and  spinning-wheels,  and  various  other  house- 
hold articles.  He  was  a  master  in  the  use  of  tools, 
and  could  make  anything  that  he  was  requested  to, 
and  no  man  could  do  finer  work.  He  was  married 
in  Virginia  to  Miss  Catherine  Powers,  who  was  his 
companion  and  helpmeet  until  his  death.  She  was 
born  iu  Hardy  County,  Va.,  and  w.as  the  daughter 
of  a  Dunkard  minister.  Her  family  were  also  of 
German  origin. 

The  family,  consisting  of  the  parents  and  three 
children,  removed  to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
north  fork  of  the  Paint  River,  where  they  staid 
twc>  years,  and  then  removed  to  the  farm  in  Fay- 
ette County.  This  farm  was  a  wild,  unimproved 
pl.ace  in  a  wilderness.     Their  log    house  was  built 
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without  a  floor,  and  after  the  family  were  moved  P.  Coffman,  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Albion.  Iowa, 

the  first  work   of  Mr.  Rush  was  to  grub  the  stubs  I    has  six  children,  four  <rirls  and  two  lioys;   Leonard, 

and  roots  out  of  the  room,  and  to  level  off  a  floor.  a  farmer  of  Cedar  'rownsliip.  this  county,  is  nuirried 

He  .and  his  wife  improved   the   farm  and  reared  a  \  to  Margaret  Strabling,  and  has  four  sons  and  one 


family  of  eleven  children.  Mr.  Bush  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  his  wife  surviviuii^  him  and 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 

Our  subject,  Absalom  Bush,  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  became  au  expert  at  tools  under  the 
instruction  of  his  fatlier.  He  was  married,  Oct. 
7,  1832.  to  A'iolet.  daughter  of  Levi  and  Violet 
(Figgins)  Arnold.  Mrs.  Bush  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, but  came  to  Ohio  when  very  young.  She 
was  reared  in  F.ayette  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush 
are  the  parent*  of  twelve  children,  five  boj's  and 
seven  girls,  three  of  wlioni  died  in  childhood.  The 
others  are:  Catherine,  the  wife  of  William  Owinn, 
now  residing  in  Keota,  Iowa,  and  the  mother  of 
six  children,  three  boys  and  three  girls;  Darius, 
next  of  birth,  was  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  en- 
listing in  Co.  11.  7th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  .July  11. 
1861,  on  the  second  call  for  troops;  he  was  killed 
in  the  first  battle  (Belmont)  Grant  fought,  Nov. 
14,  l«(il.  His  younger  brother,  Cyrus,  wasseverel3' 
wounded  in  the  same  battle,  by  a  gunshot  wound 
in  the  shoulder.  Mr.  Bush  went  to  Belmont  and 
brought  home  his  wounded  son.  His  other  son 
was  then  reported  missing,  but  the  father  did  not 
know  the  facts  of  his  death  until  eight  inontlis  later, 
when  he  learned  from  a  returned  prisoner  that  Da- 
rius was  cut  down  by  a  rebel  Colonel,  his  head 
being  nearly  severed  from  his  bod}'.  The  I'niou 
soldiers,  seeing  the  act,  shot  the  Colonel  dead  in 
his  tracks.  A  still  younger  son,  D.  Ezra,  was 
also  a  soldier,  and  was  twice  wounded,  the  last 
time  severely  (see  sketch  of  D.  K.  Bush).  The 
next  youngest  child  was  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  j'ears;  Sarah  was  the  wife  of  E.  S. 
Marsh,  and  died  .luly  2.5,  1H.S7,  leaving  six  children, 
four  girls  and  two  boj's;  Violet,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam E.  Kerr,  lives  in  Washington,  and  has  six  chil- 
dren living,  four  girls  and  two  boys;  Cyrus  married 
Alice  Brown,  and  has  six  children,  three  boys  and 
three  girls,  and  resiiles  in  Knglish  Biver  Township; 
D.  Ezra  married  .Mar^'  Coombs,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, one  girl  and  three  boys,  and  also  resides  in 
English    River  Township;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John 
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daughter.  The  three  who  died  in  childhood  were 
Anderson,  .aged  eleven  years,  Louisa  and  lluldah. 
The  last  named  was  the  youngest  child. 

Mr.  Bush  came  to  W.ashington  County  with  his 
family  in  October,  184G.  He  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son  D.  Ezra,  on  section  24,  and  con- 
tinued farming  until  1862.  and  then  moved  to  the 
village  of  Kalona.  where  he  h.as  since  resided.  He 
has  not  been  a  seeker  after  office,  but  h.as  served  as 
Township  Trustee,  and  in  minor  positions.  In 
politics  lie  was  a  Whig,  and  a  life-long  Al)olition- 
ist,  and  worked  earnestlj'  for  the  restriction  of 
slavery.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party  at  its  formation,  and  has  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles  ever  since.  Mr.  Bush  and 
wife  and  several  of  their  children,  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  They  have  now  fort}' grand- 
children and  ten  great-grandchildren.  Mr.  Bush  is 
a  man  of  sincere  humane  .sentiments,  has  always 
been  a  champion  of  the  weak  and  oppressed,  and  a 
fearless  denouncer  of  tyranny  and  wrong.  His 
patriotism  w.as  unbounded,  and  the  sacrifice  made 
by  liim  in  the  loss  of  one  son  and  the  wounding  of 
two  others,  attested  his  sincerity.  He  is  a  man  of 
remarkable  temperate  habits;  for  forty  years  he 
has  drunk  no  intt>xicating  liquors  nor  taken  a  dose 
of  medicine. 


AMES  S.  FUNSTON  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  20, 
Cl.ay  Township.  He  was  born  in  Clarke 
County,  Ohio,  Dec.  1,  182;'),  and  is  the  son 
of  Frederick  and  Julia  (Stafford)  Funston.  Fred- 
erick Funston  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  1800, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in 
1804.  They  settled  in  Bourbon  Count}',  Ky..  where 
they  remained  a  short  time,  and  then  removed  to 
Clarke  Count}',  Ohio.  There  Frederick  grew  to 
manhood,  became  acquainted  with,  and  married 
Miss  Julia  .Stafford,  a   native   of  Nirginia,  born   in 
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1804,  but  who  was  reared  in  Ohio.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Paul,  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  died  in  Ottuniwa.  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1883; 
James  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  William  is  a 
farmer  and  fruit  dealer  in  Cass  County,  Ind.;  (Sarah 
died  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Logansport, 
Ind. ;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Flory,  an  attorney- 
at-law  in  Emporia,  Kan. ;  he  was  a  Colonel  in  an 
Indiana  regiment  during  the  late  war,  and  in  one 
of  the  battles  was  left  for  dead  uiwn  the  battle-field, 
but  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  confined 
in  the  Tyler  (Tex.)  Prison.  From  that  prison  he 
made  his  escape,  and  after  days  of  traveling  through 
the  wilderness,  man.aged  to  get  inside  the  Union 
lines,  almost  destitute  of  clothing,  and  in  a  starving 
condition.  Edvvard  II.  is  now  residing  in  Allen 
County,  Kan.;  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
served  three  years  as  a  Lieutenant  in  an  Ohio  Bat- 
tery. Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  emigrated  to 
Kansas,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
and  by  his  colleagues  was  made  Speaker  of  the 
House.  He  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress.  As  an  orator  and  debater,  he  ranks 
high  among  the  many  able  men  of  that  State.  He 
is  also  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  temperance  cause, 
a  Prohibitionist  from  principle.  Mary  married  a 
Mr.  Anderson ;  both  are  deceased.  Frederick  Fun- 
ston,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  killed  the  day 
before  the  election  of  Gen.  Harrison  as  President, 
in  1840.  He  was  a  strong  Whig,  a  great  admirer 
of  Harrison,  and  was  killed  by  a  beam  giving  way 
on  a  cider-mill,  striking  him  on  the  head.  Mrs. 
Julia  Funston  died  in  June,  1881.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  true 
Christian,  one  who  brought  up  her  children  to  love 
and  obey  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  She  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Logansport,  Ind. 

The  early  life  of  James  S.  Funston,  the  subject 
of  this  .sketch,  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and  in  attend- 
ance at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  for 
many  years.  He  was  also  quite  a  musician,  and  for 
some  years  taught  vocal  music.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  May  20,  1852.  with  Miss  Susan  R.  North- 
cutt,  a  native  of  Kenton  County,  Ky.,  born  May  6, 
1837,   and  the  daughter   of  Thomas  and  Martha 
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(Gravard)  Northcutt,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. Her  uncle,  William  Northcutt,  and  John 
Funston,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  both  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  were  in  the  battle  where 
Tecumseh  was  killed.  Her  father  and  mother  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  her 
father  being  a  Class-Leader  for  some  years.  The 
former  died  in  1843,  and  the  latter  in  1868.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Funston  have  had  five  children :  Thomas 
M.,  born  Sept.  21,  1853,  in  Cass  County,  Ind.,  and 
died  Dec.  3,  1868.  Before  his  death  he  made  a  pro- 
fession of  religion  and  died  in  the  hope  of  an 
eternal  life.  He  was  buried  in  CLay  (Jemetery. 
Julia  E.,  born  Nov.  18,  1857,  died  Nov.  8,  1873; 
she  also  died  full  of  faith.  Edward  M.,  born  Nov. 
10,  1859,  married  Miss  Anna  Spaulding,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Seventy-Six  Township;  Melva 
A.,  born  Oct.  1,  1862;  James  T.,  born  Oct.  4,  1878. 
The  three  last  were  born  in  Washington  County, 
Iowa. 

In  1852,  Mr.  Funston  moved  from  Kentucky  to 
Peru,  Ind.,  and  there  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1854,  when  he  returned  to  Kentucky,  and  for  one 
year  was  engaged  iu  teaching  vocal  music.  In  1855, 
he  went  to  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  resided  until  the 
fall  of  1856,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Iowa.  Mr. 
Funston  was  always  a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and 
had  many  debates  upon  that  subject  while  a  resi- 
4lnt  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  On  one  occasion 
he  held  a  public  debate  with  John  G.  Carlisle,  the 
present  S|)eaker  of  the  National  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. An  uncle  of  Carlisle's  was  Chair- 
man of  the  meeting.  Before  the  debate  was  begun, 
all  the  colored  people  were  dismissed  from  the 
meeting,  the  slave-holders  not  caring  to  have  them 
enlightened  on  the  peculiar  ideas  of  Mr.  Funston. 
In  his  younger  days,  Mr.  Funston  for  the  sake  of 
an  argument,  would  occasionally  take  the  opposite 
view  of  a  question  to  that  in  which  he  believed. 
On  one  occasion,  in  a  temperance  meeting,  he  ad- 
vocated the  side  of  the  whisky  men.  On  the  con- 
clusion of  the  meeting,  a  drunken  man  came  for- 
ward to  the  stage,  and  slapping  young  F^unston  on 
the  shoulder,  said  to  him :  "You  spoke  my  senti- 
ments, young  man.  I  agree  with  every  word  you 
say.     I  guess  we  have   a  right  to  drink  if  we  want 
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to."  Mr.  Funston  said  that  he  then  made  up  his 
luind  that  he  would  never  argue  against  his  own 
convictions  of  right,  as  it  might  have  a  tendencj'  to 
influence  one  iu  the  wrong  direction. 

In  1856,  while  he  was  residing  on  his  farm  iu 
Missouri,  he  had  a  debate  upon  the  slavery  (lues- 
tion,  and  presented  his  views  in  such  a  strong  man- 
ner that  he  made  a  number  of  enemies.  He  then 
thought  best  to  sell  his  farm  and  move  to  a  State 
where  slavcr3^  was  unknown.  Coming  to  Wash- 
ington County,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  20,  Chi}'  Township,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  reside,  and  where  he  has  always  en- 
deavored to  cast  his  influence  on  the  side  of  right. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funston  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  for  forty-five  years 
Mr.  Funston  has  held  some  oflice  in  that  Church. 
His  grandfather  Funston  was  converted  under  the 
preaching  of  John  Wesley,  in  Ireland,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  ninety-five.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  for  many  years  been  a  local  j^reacher  in  that- 
Church,  and  has  endeavored  to  do  all  the  good  in 
his  power.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has 
held  various  township  offliees. 


)HOMAS  MORGAN  MOORE,  deceased,  M'as 
formerly    a    well-known    resident    of    Iowa 

^y  Township.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Henr}' 
Moore,  was  born  in  Holland  and  came  to  America 
about  the  year  1800,  settling  in  New  York 
State.  He  brought  a  large  amount  of  money  with 
him,  and  invested  it  in  horses.  As  they  were  being 
shii>ped  across  Lake  Geneva  to  market,  the  boat  was 
wrecked  and  all  the  horses  perished.  Thus,  at  one 
venture  went  all  the  cash  of  the  sturdj'  Hollander, 
who  had  emigrated  to  this  countr}'  hoping  to  make  a 
fortune.  The  box  in  which  his  money  was  kept  while 
crossing  the  ocean,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
grantldaugliter,  Miss  Fllsie  Moore,  wlm  furnishes  the 
facts  relative  to  the  family  history. 

Ilcnry  Moore  was  twice  married,  and  had  two 
sons  and  two  daughters  by  his  first  wife,  of  whom 
but  little  account  can  be  given.  William  Moore, 
his  son,  was  quite  a  noted  man  in  New  Haven,  Ohio, 


where  he  was  the  owner  of  a  large  tanner3',  a  store, 
and  a  boot  and  shoe  manufactory;  John,  another 
son,  was  a  cooper  and  farmer,  residing  in  the  same 
State;  Sarah  A.,  a  daughter,  married  Jason  Ames,  a 
shoem.aker,  who  removed  to  Charlotte,  Mich.,  and 
died  in  that  place;  Mary  wedded  George (iardiner,  a 
trader  of  New  Haven.  After  the  <leath  of  his  first 
wife,  Henry  Moore  married  Mrs.  Hannah  (Lock- 
wood)  Brown,  who  by  her  first  husband  was  the 
mother  of  one  son,  Lucius,  deceased,  who  was  a  busi- 
ness man  in  New  Haven.  They  were  married  in 
New  York,  and  thence  emigrated  to  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  where  a  farm  was  i)urchased,  upon  which  the 
father  died  soon  after  their  arrival.  Their  familj' 
consisted  of  Maria,  Thomas,  Hannah,  George  and 
Vhtuhe. 

■MKl'Hehry  Moore  died  in  Illinois,  at  the  home 
of  her  dgjighter,  Maria,  who  wed(icd  Harry  Steward, 
then  a  farmer  of  Kendall  County,  111.,  but  now  a 
resident  of  Ford  County.  111.  Thej'  left  Ohio  in 
1842,  sMwl  were  followed  the  next  year  by  Thomas, 
who'also  settled  in  that  county.  He  was  at  that  time 
the  husband  of  Mary  Troup,  born  near  Gettj'sburg, 
Adams  Co.,  Pa.  Her  parents,  Rachel  and  George 
Troup,  came  to  Licking  County,  Ohio,  when  she 
was  eight  years  of  age.  They  later  removed  to 
Van  Wert,  Ohio,  where  the  parents  died.  They 
left  a  family  of  fifteen  children,  some  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Those  who  lived  to  maturitj'  were, 
Isaac,  Abram,  Philip,  Jacob,  John,  Peter,  George, 
Mary  A.,  Margaret,  Lavina  and  Andrew,  all  of 
whom  are  residents  of  Phillips  County,  Kan.,  and 
are  wealthy  and  prosperous  citizens  of  that  State. 

Eleven  years  after  settling  in  Illinois,  Thomas 
Moore  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  on  the  farm  now 
the  propertj-  of  his  daughter  Elsie.  This  he  en- 
tered in  1854,  and  erected  his  house  two  3'ears 
later.  Everj'  improvement  necessary  to  make  a  fine 
farm,  was  done  by  him  during  his  lifetime,  and  al- 
though engrossed  with  the  cares  of  farm  life,  he  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  Ct)untj'  Supervisor  at  an  earl}' 
day.  and  served  as  such  for  several  years.  B3'  trade, 
he  was  a  shoemaker,  having  followed  that  business 
for  seventeen  years  in  Ohio,  and  being  an  expert  at 
the  trade,  but  made  shoes  only  for  his  own  family 
and  a  few  of  the  neighliors  after  coming  to  Iowa. 
Their  children  were  all  born  in  Illinois,  as  follows: 
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George,  deceased;  Elsie;  John,  the  husband  of 
Wealthy  Bnckwnlter,  of  this  county;  Thomas  is 
deceased,  his  death  occurring  June  7,  1880,  and  he 
was  buried  ou  the  9th  of  that  month.  There  seems 
to  be  a  strong  coincidence  regarding  the  date. 
Thomas  and  his  wife  were  married  May  9,  and 
Elsie's  foster-sister  was  married  June  9,  that  being 
the  anniversary  of  her  cousin's' marriage,  and  the 
death  of  Elsie's  mother  occurred  April  9,  1887. 
There  were  also  three  of  the  family  born  on  the  IGth 
of  the  month. 

Thomas  Moore  and  his  wife  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Washington  County,  and  during  a  long 
lifetime  endeared  themselves  to  all  who  knew  them. 
Their  children  indeed  honor  them.  Elsie  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Iowa  City  Commercial  College,  and  for 
eight  years  has  been  engaged  in  teaching;  she 
taught  one  term  in  Keokuk,  three  in  Charlotte, 
Mich.,  and  the  remainder  in  her  own  county.  She 
has  furnished  several  contributions  to  local  societies 
of  which  she  is  a  member,  that  have  been  copied, 
and  favorably  commented  upon  by  the  press. 
We  are  pleased  to  present  this,  although  a  brief 
sketch  of  this  family,  as  it  gives  them  a  place  in  the 
history  of  a  county  beloved  by  all. 


a  OL.  DAVID  J.  PALMER,  one  of  the  enter- 
prising farmers  and  business  men  of   Wash- 
'    ington   County,  resides   on    his  farm    upon 

section  9,  Washington  Township.  He  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  R.  and  Margaret  Palmer,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Pa.,  Nov.  15,  1839,  and  was  but  three 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  seventeen  years  when  they  came  to  Iowa.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio,  sup- 
plemented by  a  partial  course  at  Washington  Col- 
lege, Washington. 

On  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  300,000 
men,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  war 
for  the  Union,  Mr.  Palmer  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Co.  C,  8th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  but  was  appointed  Cor- 
poral in  the  company.  The  regiment  rendezvoused 
at  Canlp  McClellau,  Davenport,  from  which  place 
it  was  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  near  St.  Louis,   in 


September,  1861.  Its  service  was  in  the  raid  after 
Price,  down  through  Missouri,  and  after  chasing 
them  into  Arkansas,  it  returned  and  went  into  win- 
ter quarters  at  Sedalia.  In  March,  1802,  it  was 
sent  up  the  Tennessee  River  to  Pittsburg  Landing, 
where  it  was  engaged  in  that  part  of  the  l)attle  of 
Shiloh  known  as  the  ''Hornet's  Nest."  Here  Mr. 
Palmer  was  severely  wounded,  being  shot  tlirough 
the  left  breast  and  left  ui)on  the  field  of  Imttle  as 
mortal!}'  wounded.  He  was  carried  as  a  captive 
l)y  the  rebels  inside  their  lines,  where  he  was  left 
to  himself  without  iiaving  his  wound  attended  to. 
The  next  day,  being  nearer  the  line  of  the  Union 
army  than  that  of  the  rebel,  he  crawled  inside,  was 
taken  to  the  hospital  and  his  wound  dressed. 
From  this  hospital  he  was  subseciucntly  sent  to  one 
at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  remained   two  months. 

Our  subject  was  subsequently  discharged,  and  as 
soon  as  his  wound  had  healed  suffleiently  for  him 
to  get  around,  he  recruited  a  company  which  be- 
came Co.  A,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  in  wliicli  he 
was  elected  Captain.  The  regiment  was  attached 
to  Steele's  Division  soon  after  its  organization,  and 
at  Chickasaw  Bayou  fought  its  first  battle,  Dec.  29, 
1862.  At  Arkansas  Post,  .Ian.  11,  1863,  it  had  its 
second  engagement,  suffering  severely,  Capt.  Palmer 
being  among  the  wounded,  and  7,000  prisoners 
being  captured.  After  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post, 
the  regiment  ma.de  several  minor  expeditions  and 
was  then  sent  to  Young's  Point,  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg.  In  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg 
the  25th  Regiment  held  a  very  prominent  ])Osition, 
being  on  the  right  of  Grant's  army.  After  the  fall 
of  Vicksburg  it  joined  the  march  to  Jackson,  and 
took  part  in  the  second  battle  of  that  name, 
which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  Johnson. 
The  regiment  then  returned  to  Big  Black  River, 
where  it  was  stationed  until  September  following, 
when  it  moved  with  Sherman's  army  to  Memphis, 
and  was  attached  to  the  1st  Division,  L5th  Army 
Corps,  the  only  division  which  encountered  the 
enemy  on  the  way. 

In  June,  1 863,  Capt.  Palmer  was  promoted  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  from  that  time  on  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  generally  in  command 
of  the  regiment.  The  25th  Iowa  Regiment  had  a 
grand  record,  and  saw   very   much  active  service. 
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Among  other  enafagements  in  which  it  participated 
were  those  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  Taylor  Ridge,  Resaca,  Dallas,  Peachtree 
Creek  and  llie  siege  of  Atlanta.  Col.  Palmer  re- 
ceived his  third  wound  at  the  battle  of  Ringgold, 
Ga.,  Nov.  27.  IKC,;}.  After  the  defeat  of  the  rebels 
at  Atlanta,  the  2;')th  Regiment  followed  Hood  one 
day,  when  it  was  drawn  off  and  liecame  a  part  of 
that  great  body  whicli  marched  with  Sherman  to 
the  sea.  In  all  the  cngageraeuts  which  followed, 
up  to  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  N.  C,  the  2.')th 
Iowa  Regiment  was  an  active  participant.  It  was 
at  Durham  Station  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
Jolniston.  At  this  place  it  first  heard  of  the  as- 
sassination of  President  Lincoln.  From  Durhnni 
Station  it  marched  on  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
was  there  in  the  grand  review  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  It  was  mustered  out  at  Washington  City,  but 
retained  its  organization  until  it  reached  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  where  the  regiment  was  paid  off  and 
discharged. 

On  receiving  his  discharge.  Col.  Palmer  imme- 
diately returned  to  VV'ashington,  Iowa,  and  at  once 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  in  which 
business  he  has  since  almost  continuously  been  en- 
gaged. In  1800  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Letitia  II.  Young,  a  daughter  of  Harvey 
Young,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Washington 
County'.  She  was  born  in  Fleming  County,  Ky., 
in  1842.  They  now  live  upon  their  farm  near  llie 
city  of  Washington,  in  a  very  pleasant  iiome.  sur- 
roMnde<l  by  all  the  comforts  secured  by  good  taste, 
and  tlic  proper  use  of  his  lianilsome  income.  In 
politic.--,  Col.  Palmer  is  a  stanch  Republican,  one 
who  lirmly  lielievcs  in  the  principles  advocated  by 
the  party.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Auditor  of 
Washington  County,  and  was  re-elected  in  IH77. 
As  an  olhcial  lie  ilischarged  the  duties  of  the  office 
with  scrupulous  care  and  fidelitj'. 

Religiously,  Col.  Palmer  is  a  United  Presbyte- 
rian, having  membership  with  the  Second  United 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  that  body.  Wiiile  not  a  resident 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  no  man  living  within 
its  boundaries  takes  more  interest  in  its  welfare  or 
will  do  more  to  .advance  its  interests.  In  almost 
every  public  enterprise,  he  contributes  liberally  of 
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his  means.  Col.  Palmer,  in  his  intercourse  with 
his  fellowmen,  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  at  all 
times.  He  is  a  good  conversationalist,  and  is  en- 
terUiining  at  all  times.  The  home  farm  consists  of 
28(1  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city  of  Washing- 
I  ton,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

A  fine  view  of  the  residence  of  Col.  Palmer  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  to  which  the  at- 
tention of  the  reader  is  invited. 


"ll^  ANIEL  C.  MOORE,  a  retired  farmer,  liv- 
ing in  Washington,  was  born  in  .Schoiiarie 
County,  N.  Y.,  .Jan.  12,  1 810,  and  is 
the  son  of  Isa.ac  and  Ph(ebe  (Cornwell) 
Moore,  botii  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  New 
York.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  Daniel  the  family 
moved  to  Otsego  Count}',  N.  \'.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  His  parents  removed  from  New  Y'ork  to 
Illinois  at  quite  an  early  day,  settling  in  Boone 
County,  where  both  died  many  years  ago.  Daniel 
went  from  New  Y'ork  to  Canada,  and  was  married, 
in  1838,  near  Toronto,  to  Miss  Nancy  Davidson. 
Fivechihhon  were  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  liave 
passed  '-over  the  river,"  where  they  were  joined  by 
their  mother  in  188:5. 

In  December,  1884,  Mr.  Moore  was  again  mar- 
ried, choosingas  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Stafford,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Carson,  the  widow  of  Ralph  Staf- 
ford, b}'  whom  she  had  eleven  children.  Strange  to 
say,  all  the  chililren  have  preceded  the  mother  to 
the  spirit  land.  Ralph  Stafford  was  among  the  num- 
ber who  came  to  W.ashington  County  in  1847,  and 
located  near  Havre,  Washington  Township.  At  that 
time  there  were  but  a  few  scattered  houses  in  the 
county,  and  those  confined  principally  to  the  groves, 
or  timber  tracts  along  the  streams.  The  beautiful 
prairies,  the  best  land  in  the  county,  were  almost 
untouched.  But  he  lived  to  see  great  changes 
wrought  in  all  parts  of  the  county  and  State.  Mr. 
Stafford  w.as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  .as  he  lived,  a  Christian  man.  a 
firm  believer  in  the  life  beyonil  the  grave.  In 
politics,  he  was  in  later  life  a  Republican, 
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Daniel  C.  Moore,  the  snbjeet  of  this  sketch,  came 
to  this  oount>'  with  his  family  in  1858,  locating  in 
Cedar  Township.  Being  a  prairie  township.  Cedar 
was  not  settled  among  the  first,  and  when  Mr. 
Moore  came,  there  were  but  few  inhabitants  in  it 
and  but  little  improvement  had  been  made.  Now 
it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  with  the  best 
class  of  improvements,  including  fine  dwelling- 
houses  and  barns,  and  its  citizens  are  among  the 
most  contented.  The  land  purchased  by  Mr. 
Moore  was  wild  prairie,  which  he  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  on  which  is  now  a  good, 
comfortable  dwelling-house,  fine  barn,  sheds  ff)r 
stock,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  a  first-class  farm. 
After  living  on  this  farm  for  a  period  of  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  he  rented  the  same,  moved  to  Washington, 
and  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  honest  industry,  and  a  life  well  spent. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Moore  is  a  Republican  of  the 
stalwart  kind,  with  faith  in  his  party,  that  in  the 
various  questions  of  the  day  it  will  always  be  found 
on  the  side  of  right.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  body- 
he  has  been  connected  for  many  years.  Mrs. 
Moore  is  also  a  member  of  the  same  Church. 


^OBERT  CRAIC,  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
Iowa  Township,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
/^^  in  1815.  He  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Cathe- 
rine (Johnston)  Craig.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  that  country,  where  were  born  their  three 
eldest  children — Andrew,  Thomas  and  Betty.  The 
last-named  died  on  the  passage  to  this  country  and 
was  buried  in  the  ocean.  After  their  settlement  in 
Pennsylvania,  William,  Hugh,  Mary,  Catherine  and 
Robert  were  born,  and  three  of  these  sons  are  yet 
living.  Hugh  wedded  Jane  A.  Jenkins,  now  de- 
ceased, and  resides  near  Athens,  Ohio;  William 
wedded  first,  Nancy  Crawford,  and  after  her  death, 
Mary  Murphy;  they  reside  in  Guernsey  County, 
Ohio.  The  others  were  all  married  and  left  families. 
The  father  of  Robert  Craig  died  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  his   wife  spent  her  declining  years   with  her 


daughter  Catherine,  in  Ohio.  She  died  in  Hocking 
County,  of  that  State,  at  an  advanced  age. 

Our  subject  w,as  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Godlove 
in  1841,  in  Perry  County,  Ohio;  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Susannah  (Tattman)  Godlove.  the 
former  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  his  wife  in  Mary- 
land. They  were  married  and  lived  in  Ohio,  where 
they  were  early  settlers  of  Perry  County.  They 
reared  the  following  children:  Sarah,  Josiah,  Bar- 
tholomew, Lizzie.  Samuel,  Catherine,  Mary,  Maggie 
and  Benjamin,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio. 
John  was  born  in  Iowa  after  the  family  came  to 
this  State  in  1843.  Samuel  was  a  soldier  in  the 
10th  Iowa,  and  enlisted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
He  fell  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  pierced  by 
seventeen  balls.  The  family  moved  to  Iowa  with 
teams,  and  settled  on  a  small  farm  west  of  Yatton. 
There  was  only  one  log  house  there  at  that  date, 
and  it  has  long  since  been  torn  down. 

Mr.  Craig  later  purchased  a  small  farm  northeast 
of  Riverside,  where  the  old  people  remained  until 
1882,  when  they  removed  to  Riverside,  whece  the 
aged  wife  and  mother  died  in  1883,  and  her  hus- 
band one  year  later.  They  had  reached  a  ripe  old 
age,  both  being  long  past  their  threescore  and 
ten.  They  sleep  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at 
Riverside.  When  Robert  Craig,  Jr.,  and  his  wife 
came  to  Washington  County,  they  rented  laud  for 
a  few  years,  and  then  purchased  their  present  farm. 
They  were  poor  in  purse,  but  proud  in  spirit,  and 
were  as  generous  as  they  were  enterprising.  They 
are  the  parents  of  a  large  family,  consisting  of  ten 
children:  Catherine,  the  eldest,  died  in  Ohio;  then 
came  Hugh,  who  was  a  brave  soldier  of  the  Uth 
Iowa,  and  died  while  in  the  service;  leaving  his 
father's  home  wlien  eighteen  years  old,  his  mother 
never  saw  her  first-born  son  after  bidding  him  good- 
bye. Josiah  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  he 
wedded  Mary  Barnes  and  resides  in  Colorado. 
William  married  Eliza  Jennery  and  resides  in  Linn, 
Iowa;  Dewitt  is  married,  and  resides  in  Colorado; 
George  tl.  is  single  and  resides  with  his  parents; 
Rachel  wedded  William  P.  Tansey;  Mary  .1.  is  the 
wife  of  James  Carr;  Eva  wedded  Joseph  Allen,  and 
Caroline  married  Willard  Tattman.  The  children 
are  all  well  and  happily  married,  and  the  parents 
have  grown   from  the  ownership  of  a  team  in  the 
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early  liistoiy  of  this  county,  to  be  the  owneis  of 
iiiiiii}-  l)ro:ul  acres,  well  stocked  and  finely  iinpniveil. 
The  kindness  of  Mr.  Craig  made  him  the  pay- 
master for  hnndreds  of  dollars  for  those  whom  lie 
sought  to  aid,  but  long  since  this  loss  has  been  re- 
trieved. Mr.  Craig  is  now  in  his  seventy-third,  and 
his  wife  in  her  sixty-third  year.  Both  are  in  fair 
health,  and  the  family  are  highlv  esteemed  by  the 
good  people  of  Washington  County,  with  whom 
they  have  made  their  home  for  so  many  years. 

.^ .^^ ^ 


)j^^  ARY  A.  RICKKV,  widow  of  William 
Rickey,  resides  upon  section  33,  IJine 
Creek  Township.  She  was  born  Nov.  20, 
1832,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ira  A.  and 
Nancy  Parker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ohio.  They  emigrated  from  Ohio  and  came  to 
this  county  at  an  early  day,  Mr.  Parker  going  first 
to  Burlington,  and  then  to  Brighton,  where  he 
taught  school  during  the  winter  following,  and  then 
made  a  trip  up  through  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  but  thought  there  was  not  timber  enough 
for  settlement.  However,  he  afterward  returned 
and  settled  upon  Knglish  River.  He  vv.as  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nanc3'  Kdmondson  in  1831. 
Our  subject  was  their  first  child,  and  when  she  was 
about  fifteen  years  old  the  family  took  a  trip 
through  Texas,  remaining  there  one  }a*ar,  and  then 
went  to  Arkansas,  where  they  remained  one  3'ear, 
and  then  coming  back  to  Washington,  making  the 
trip  with  teams. 

Mv.  Parker  had  improved  a  number  of  farms  in 
Lime  Creek  and  English  River  Townships,  buying 
raw  land  which  he  would  improve  and  then  sell  at 
an  advance.  His  death  occurred  in  I8G8.  He  was 
a  minister  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  was  in  the 
front  rank  of  every  movement;  was  a  very  radical 
Republican,  and  took  a  great  interest  in  all  affairs 
intended  to  promote  the  country's  welfare.  When 
the  great  Rebellion  broke  out,  although  lie  was  too 
old  himself  to  enter  the  service,  he  gave  consent 
for  his  five  sons,  and  with  a  father's  blessing  saw 
them  place  their  names  upon  the  roll  of  defenders 
of  their  country's  flag.  Charles,  Elmer,  Isa.ac  and 
Svlvester  I'arker  were   memliers  of  the  30th  Iowa 


Infantry.  Charles  died  at  Pittsburg  Landing  from 
sickness  incurred  in  the  service;  Isiiac  wiis  wounded 
twice  and  returned  home.  Nelson  was  a  member 
of  the  10th  Iowa  Infantiy.  William  was  in  the  7th 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  badly  wounded  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Belmont,  was  taken  prisoner,  exchanged,  and 
aftersvard  sent  to  Keokuk,  but  felt  that  he  must 
.again  go  to  the  front,  and  returned  to  the  army  at 
Vicksburg,  where  he  was  killed. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  commenced  when 
Iowa  was  but  yet  a  Territory.  The  first  school  she 
attended,  of  which  she  has  an}'  recollection,  was 
held  by  a  Mrs.  Corkins,  who  taught  and  lived  in 
the  same  building.  Everywhere  throughout  the 
boundaries  of  Washington  County,  look  which  way 
\'ou  will,  one  can  see  as  fine  farms  as  are  to  be 
found  in  any  count}'  in  the  State.  But  a  few  years 
ago.  where  we  now  find  beautiful  homes  and  splen- 
did improvements,  there  was  one  broad,  unculti- 
vated tract  of  prairie.  It  is  the  agricultural  class 
to  which  is  due  the  wonderful  advancement  which 
the  country  h.as  made  in  the  last  forty  years,  and 
as  a  member  of  this  class,  and  a  representative  land- 
owner, and  as  an  energetic  follower  of  this  voca- 
tion, we  take  pleasure  in  announcing  the  names  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rieke}'.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  Oct.  3,  1887,  was  eighty-two  years 
old.     She  is  a  well-preserved  old  ladj'. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  William 
Rickey,  April  22,  1863.  He  was  born  Sept.  1, 
183.5,  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  and  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Ruth  (Dick)  Rickey.  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rickey  were  the  parents  of  eight  children — Finley 
E.,  Millard  L.,  Delia  L,  Charles  E.,  Rosa  M.,  Ida 
O.,  Winfield  S.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Rickey  was  a  man  who  took  an  active  part  in  all 
public  ni.atters;  was  a  member  of  the  18th  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  served  nine  months,  when  he  w.is 
discharged  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  was  greatly 
interested  in  Church  work,  and  was  a  devoted  Chris- 
tian, becoming  a  member  of  the  Methodist  E|)isco- 
pal  Church  at  the  age  of  thirt}'  years.  He  was  a 
practical  farmer,  and  was  a  gentlenian  of  high  social 
standing,  a  genial  friend  and  neighlnu',  and  a  kind 
and  indulgent  parent  and  husband.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Republican.     He  was  a  member  of  the  O.  A. 
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R.  of  Wellnian,  Iowa.  Mr.  Rickey  died  Mareli  14, 
1884,  and  in  his  deatii  Wasliington  County  lost  a 
citizen  of  much  worth.  The  home  farm  of  Mrs. 
Rickey  consists  of  250  acres  in  one  piece,  and 
ninety-six  in  another,  altogether  346  acres  of  fine 
land,  with  good  farm  buildings.  .Since  the  death 
of  her  husband  she  has  taken  entire  charge  of  the 
farm,  and  thus  far  her  good  success  |)roves  her  a 
competent,  careful  manager.  (She  is  giving  each  of 
her  children  a  good  educatit)n,  and  some  of  them 
are  preparing  for  teachers. 


ylLLIAlNI  P.  TANSEY,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  Iowa  Township,  was  born  in  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  in  1 839.  He  is  the 
son  of  Absalom  and  Catherine  (Holland)  Tansey. 
Absalom  and  his  wife  emigrated  from  Morgan 
County,  Ind.,  to  this  State  in  1 838,  and  the  first 
year  was  spent  near  Burlington.  They  removed 
to  this  county  when  our  subject  was  but  a  few 
months  old,  and  located  upon  the  farm  now  owned 
by  John  Heck,  purchasing  a  small  farm,  but  re- 
moved to  Muscatine  Countj'  near  the  river,  ten 
years  later.  A  short  time  afterward  the  famil}' 
returned,  and  two  years  later,  purchased  his  origi- 
nal farm,  upon  which  the  father  lived  and  died. 
His  wife  still  survives,  in  her  eighty-eighth  year, 
and  resides  with  her  son  William.  Onl}^  a  half 
score  of  families  in  this  township  can  claim  a 
longer  residence  and  an  earlier  settlement  than  our 
subject.  When  his  father  came,  and  in  fact,  for 
several  years,  all  the  flour,  groceries,  etc.,  were  pro- 
cured at  Burlington.  Iowa  City  at  that  date  con- 
sisted of  two  or  three  log  houses,  and  much  belied 
its  name,  although  since  becoming  populous,  and 
at  one  time  the  territorial  capital. 

The  first  residence  of  the  Tansey  family  was  a 
log  cabin,  long  since  torn  down.  In  it  their  young- 
est daughter  was  born.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  the  two  eldest  of  whom,  Joel  and 
Delilah,  were  born  and  died  in  Indiana;  John  A., 
the  husband  of  Edith  Thompson,  is  a  resident  of 
Hardin  County,  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing; Pleasant  is  deceased;  Anderson,  who  wedded 
Mary  J.  Meredith,  now  deceased,  is  a  resident  of 
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this  count}';  Jessig  is  also  deceased;  Steward  is  the 
husband  of  Fanny  Knaus,  and  resides  at  Lone  Tree, 
Johnson  Co.,  Iowa.  Margaret  wedded  Josiah  Clod- 
love,  a  resident  carpenter  of  Riverside;  James 
D.  married  C'harlotre  Hammond,  and  is  a  shoe- 
maker of  Kalona.  William  P.,  our  subject,  and 
Mary,  deceased,  were  born  in  Iowa.    • 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  186'2,  to  Margaret 
Younkin,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine 
Youukin,  of  whom  an  interesting  sketch  appears 
elsewhere.  She  bore  one  daughter,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the  brave  men 
who  enlisted  early  at  the  call  for  troops  during  the 
late  war,  and  was  a  member  of  Co.  D.,  24th  Iowa 
Vol.  Inf.,  of  which  regiment' he  was  Corjioral  in 
his  companj'.  He  saw  much  service,  and  was  first 
in  the  western  department  under  Grant,  during 
which  time  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Gib- 
son and  Champion  Hills,  where  he  was  wounded,  but 
in  a  fevvdays  was  again  able  to  rejoin  his  regiment. 
The  command  was  then  transferred  to  the  eastern 
department,  and  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan,  the 
battles  of  Winchester  and  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  were 
gallantly  fought;  in  the  last  engagement,  a  rebel 
bullet  pierced  his  ankle  and  he  was  carried  off  the 
field.  He  was  wounded  Nov.  15,  18G4,  and  was 
discharged  Feb.  1,  18G5,  on  account  Of  disability. 
The  old  wound  still  reminds  him  of  his  last  battle, 
where  bullets  flew  thick  and  fast,  but  the  cause  for 
which  he  fought  was  gloriously  triumphant,  and  the 
union  of  the  States  through  the  agency  of  such  men 
has  been  preserved.  'I'he  death  of  his  young  wife 
.and  her  infant  daughter  occurred  while  he  was  in 
the  ranks.  Little  did  the  young  soldier  think, 
when  bidding  her  farewell,  .as  his  knaps.ack  and  gun 
were  shouldered,  that  he  should  never  again  sec  lier 
face,  but  leaving  her  in  the  care  of  fond  parents  he 
marched  to  the  front  and  did  his  duty  like  a  man. 

After  his  return  from  the  arm}',  farm  life  was 
commenced,  and  in  1866,  his  wedding  to  Rachel 
Craig  was  celebrated.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Sarah  (Godlove)  Craig,  who  are  now 
residents  of  this  township.  The  married  life  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tansej'  was  begun  and  has  continued 
under  favorable  circumstances.  In  1876,  Mr.  Tan- 
sey purchased  his  present  farm,  and  has  since  made 
it  his  home.     Children  have  come   to  bless   their 
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iiniuii;  the  first  was  Hiilrlah,  now  deceased,  whose 
birth  was  followed  by  that  of  Mettle,  William, 
Tracey,  Sadie,  I^nlii  and  Fern.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter living  has  received  a  liberal  education,  and  has 
been  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Washington  County. 
and  is  now  engaged  as  teaeher  for  the  fall  and 
winter  terms  in  District  No.  6.  Sharon  Township, 
.Johnson  Co.,  Iowa.  William  and  the  younger  chil- 
dren are  with  their  parents,  wliose  only  object  in  life 
is  to  educate  and  give  Iheni  a  fair  financial  start  in 
life. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Tansey  has  served  u|)on 
the  School  I'.oard,  and  the  cause  of  education  has 
been  no  loser  from  his  services.  In  social  circles, 
the  family  are  highly  esteemed  and  among  old  set- 
tlers, the  brave  soldiers,  and  the  good  people  of  this 
county,  this  brief  sketch  will  be  warmly  welcomed. 


ylLLIAM  DEUKEU,  section  22,  Lime  Creek 
Township,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He 
is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Ann  (Lotz)  Deu- 
ker,  and  was  born  in  Germany  on  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary', 1830.  His  parents  were  also  natives-of  Ger- 
many, and  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
George,  a  resident  of  IJaltimore,  Md. ;  Margaret, 
yet  in  Germany;  Catherine,  also  a  resident  of  Balti- 
more; William,  our  subject;  and  Peter,  a  farmer  in 
Polk  County,  IS'eb.  The  father  died  in  1.S42,  and 
the  mother  in  1843.  They  were  good  Protestant 
people. 

The  early  life  t>f  our  subject  was  spent  in  Ger- 
many, working  ujjon  a  farm  and  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  when,  in  comjiany  with  I'eter  Schraide, 
he  set  sail  for  America,  his  friend  paying  both  fares. 
The  voy.age  was  made  m  forty-eight  days,  and  ar- 
riving in  America  young  Deuker  found  himself 
without  money  and  $30  in  debt  for  his  passage. 
He  engaged  to  work  on  a  farm  near  Niagara  Falls, 
and  by  the  fall  of  in.iy  had  earned  enough  to  pay 
back  the  *30,  and  had  also  saved  *5(j  with  which 
he  started  for  Iowa.  He  settled  in  Washington 
County,  ])urchasing  eighty  acres  on  section  22, 
Lime  Creek  Township,  of  Samuel  Hankie.  The 
purchase  price  of  his  land  was  ^410,  and    to   partly 


pay  for  this  he  worked  for  Mr.  Hankie  one  year 
for  til  44. 

In  the  winter  of  18.')7,  Mr.  Deuker  built  a  small 
log  caliin  on  his  f;irm.  where  he  brought  his  young 
wife,  to  whom  he  had  just  been  married.  Her  maiden 
name  w.as  Catherine  Steiner,  anil  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Km  ma  (llenn)  Steiner,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Mrs.  Deuker  was  also  a  native 
of  (icrnmny,  but  came  to  this  country  with  friends 
in  1  s  16.  Her  parents  afterward  came  to  this  coun- 
try, and  both  livecl  and  died  in  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Deuker  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Anna,  born  Aug.  211,  18.5H,  died  April  G, 
1870;  Mary,  born  Nov.  2.  18.59,  died  .March  22, 
18G1;  and  Henry  William,  born  Feb.  7,  1864. 
They  have  given  their  son  a  good  education. 

Mr.  Deuker  has  from  time  to  time  added  to  his 
original  purchase  until  he  now  owns  400  acres  of 
land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  twenty- 
six  acres  of  timber.  He  has  a  good  story-and-a- 
half  residence,  with  a  line  barn  42x94  feet,  with 
twenty-foot  posts  and  a  stone  basement.  As  has 
been  already  stated,  he  landed  in  this  country  $30 
in  debt,  and  all  that  lie  now  owns  is  the  result  of 
his  own  industry  and  good  management.  For  some 
of  his  land  he  \K\k\  as  high  as  ?3.")  per  acre.  He  is 
a  iii:in  respected  by  all;  is  proud  of  his  citizenship 
in  this  American  country,  loves  her  flag  and  honors 
her  laws. 


AVTDTWINAM,  a  retirc.l  farmer,  resid- 
ing on  section  i),  Crawford  Township,  was 
born  ill  W.asliington  County,  Pa.,  in  1804. 
He  is  the  son  of  .lohii  and  Margaret  (Dick- 
son) Twiiiani,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Adams 
County,  Pa.  They  were  married  in  the  same 
county,  and  later  went  to  Wasliington  County, 
where  they  spent  the  reniaiiiderof  their  lives.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children :  James  wedded 
Sarah  Goff,  who  became  the  mother  of  a  large 
family;  Samuel  married  Sarah  Armstrong,  who 
reared  a  family  of  three  daughters  and  one  son ; 
Margaret  died  unmarried;  F^llie  is  a  resident  of  this 
county,  making  her  home  with  our  subject;  John 
became  the  husband  of  Hannah  Whau;  David, 
William,  Rebecca,  and  Mar^',  now  the  wife  of  Ed- 
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win  Henry  Neven,  none  of  whom  reside  in  tills 
county:  Nancy  mnrried  James  Patterson,  of  Vir- 
ginia; they  had  several  children.  William  also 
died  unmarried  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  is  perhaps  the  best  example  of  a  self- 
made.man  in  this  township,  beginning  life  for  him- 
self upon  a  capital  of  fifty  cents.  He  left  his  father's 
house  when  twenty  years  of  age,  and  the  first  two 
years  worked  upon  a  farm  at  $7  per  month.  He 
was  then  employed  by  James  and  Joseph  Sharp,  who 
were  contractors  for  and  builders  of  many  of  the 
pikes  in  Belmont  and  Guernsey  Counties,  and  two 
years  later  began  cutting  staves  on  the  locks  for  the 
Ohio  Canal,  at  Fairfield.  While  working  in  this  town 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Rebecca  Trout,  a  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Jane  Trout,  was  celebrated.  Abram 
was  a  native  of  N'irginia.  His  wife  died  before  our 
subject  was  married  to  his  daughter.  Their  other 
children  were  Noah  and  Margaret.  Noah  married 
Margaret  Keiger,  and  Margaret  became  the  wife  of 
John  McKelvie.  Both  these  families  j'et  reside  in 
Union  County,  Ohio. 

The  first  year  after  his  marriage,  David  Twinam 
farmed  upon  the  land  owned  by  his  wife's  father  in 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  their  first  daughter, 
Margaret  J.,  was  born.  She  died  when  twenty-two 
months  old.  After  the  expiration  of  the  first 
year,  the  young  couple  moved  to  Union  County, 
Ohio,  wliere  David  Twinam  jturchased  125  acres 
which  he  cleared  partly  and  then  sold  at  a  good 
profit,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1854  the  family  came 
to  this  cf)unty  and  to  this  date  are  numbered  among 
the  most  enterprising  and  worthy  families  in  the 
county.  Upon  the  Union  County  farm,  in  the  old 
log  cabin  built  by  David  in  the  wild  woods,  the  re- 
mainder of  their  children — FAlie,  Matilda,  Abram 
and  William  D. — were  born;  the  last-named  gave 
his  life  in  defense  of  his  country's  flag.  He  was  a 
member  of  Co.  1,  25th  Iowa  ^'ol.  Inf.  His  death 
occurred  at  Vicksburg,  in  18G3.  This  noble  boy 
was  but  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  donned  the 
blue,  and  bade  his  loving  mother  and  indulgent 
father  farewell.  Little  thought  the  lad  that  he  was 
bidding  a  last  adieu  t(j  parents,  brothers  and  sisters, 
but  with  spirits  gay,  he  marched  to  the  front,  pre- 
pared to  battle  ill  defense  of  the  flag  so  dearly 
loved    by  the   patriotic   sons  of   Iowa.     Exposure 


beneath  the  fierce  rays  of  a  Southern  sun  brought 
with  it  disease  that  soon  terminated  his  existence. 
Before  his  father,  who  hastened  to  see  him,  could 
reach  the  hospital,  his  boy  was  laid  to  rest  in  that 
Southern  clime  beside  many  other  noble  men  who 
had  gone  forth  in  defense  of  our  Union.  Matilda 
was  the  first  child  married,  her  husband  being  Wil- 
son McDonald  Moore,  the  eldest  son  of  Uncle  Will- 
iam Moore,  whose  history  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
They  are  the  parents  of  five  children  who  are  living 
— Etlie  J.,  Martha,  Iva,  INIatilda  O.  and  William. 
The  family  are  nicely  settled  near  the  home  of  our 
subject.  In  1867,  Abram,  the  manager  of  the  grand 
farm  of  his  father,  became  the  husband  of  Jlary  E., 
daughter  of  Francis  and  Louisa  Ferguson,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased.  They  were  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Mrs.  Twinam  was  liorn  In  McNairy 
County,  Teun.  She  is  the  mother  of  Ada,  William 
D.,  David  B.,  Margaret  R.  J.,  Lorenzo  L.,  Efi3e  E. 
and  Alfred  IL,  all  born  on  the  farm  of  their  grand- 
father, in  this  township. 

The  flrst  house  built  on  the  land  is  j"et  standing, 
and  serves  as  a  barn.  It  has  been  replaced  by  a 
handsome  country  residence,  and  the  finest  barn  in 
Crawford  Township  was  erected  in  1887.  The  roof 
required  nearly  60,000  shingles,  and  the  arrange- 
ment is  modern  in  every  respect.  The  beautiful 
groves  and  majestic  trees  lining  the  course  leading 
from  the  road  to  the  house,  were  [ilanted  by  Mr. 
Twinam,  and  evei'v  improvement  has  lieen  made  by 
himself  and  son,  as,  when  the  purchase  was  made  in 
1854,  not  a  tree  had  lieen  planted,  but  forty  acres 
had  l)eeu  broken  and  fenced.  Until  his  eighty-fourth 
year  David  Twinam  vvas  one  of  the  most  indefati- 
gable workers,  strict  in  all  his  business  relations,  and 
a  Christian  in  every  sense.  His  wife,  who  stood 
bravely  by  his  side  when  his  struggle  for  a  home 
was  begun,  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  village  cemetery, 
Aug.  31,  1880,  having  lived  to  rear  a  family  who 
are  an  honor  to  any  country  and  in  whom  any 
mother  would  feel  a  just  (iride.  Her  Christian  vir- 
tues were  instilled  into  her  children  bj'  both  precept 
and  example,  and  herself  and  liusbaiul  were  for 
many  j'ears  active  iiieml)ers  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Crawfordsville. 

In  18!S6  Mr.  Twinam  was  attacked   by  a  disease     , 
which   localized   itself  in   his  ear,  and    for  several 
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months  has  caused  his  oonfinemi'iit  to  the  house. 
In  his  inliiinity  he  h.is  the  most  iiindl}-  symp.athy 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  His  mature 
3'eais  are  blessed  by  the  attention  of  dutiful  chil- 
dren, and  the  prattle  of  small  grandchildren  make 
the  manor  ring  with  tlieir  shouts  of  glee.  II is  eldest 
granddaughter,  Ada,  is  well  educated,  and  intends 
teaching  as  her  profession.  We  welcome  the  history 
of  this  good  man  and  his  family  as  a  valuable 
chapter  in  this  volume. 


0THO  WILSON  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  section  30,  Lime 
Creek  Township.  He  was  born  in  Alleghany 
County,  ^rd.,  April  27,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  -G. 
O.  and  Henrietta  (^Bassford)  Wilson,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Maryland,  and  who  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children:  S.  B.,  a  farmer  in  Alleghany  County, 
Md.,  Alfred,  who  died  April  10,  18.S7;  Hugh,  a 
cabinet-maker  in  Trenton,  Md.;  .Susanna,  who  mar- 
ried Solomon  Kice,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; 
Otho,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Martha  C,  the 
wife  of  Hiram  Walford,  also  a  resident  of  Alleghany 
C'ouuly,  Md.,  .laekson,  deceased  ;  Jonathan,  a  farmer 
in  BcdfordCouuty,  Pa.;  Sally,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Mills,  a  farmer  also  living  in  Bedford  County,  I'a., 
and    .lemima,   deceased.     The    father    died    about 

1847.  lie  had  l)een  visiting  his  oldest  son,  and  was 
taken  sick  on  his  way  home,  dying  a  few  minutes 
after  his  arrival.  His  mother  died  :il)ont  180,'),  af- 
ter seven  j'cars  of  constant  ill-health,  which  she 
bore  without  a  murmur. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  home  with 
bis  mother  until  he  was  twenty-seven  3ears  of  age, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Tellitha 
Holierlson,  a  daughter  of  Ceorge  and  Dorcas  (Dick- 
ens) Kobcrlson,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  wedding  ceremony'  taking  place  Jan.  10, 

1848.  After  their  marriage  the  young  ct)uple 
moved  to  Bedford  County,  I'a.,  where  Mr.  Wilson 
purchased  a  farm,  and  where  he  remained  until 
185.T,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  landing  in  Iowa  City 
on  the  0th  of  May.  He  remained  in  Iowa  City  a 
little  more  than  three  years,  and  then  removed  to 
lialls  County,  Mo.,  but  not  liking   that  Stjite,  and 
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on  account  of  sickness,  he  came  to  Washington 
Count3\  arriving  here  Oct.  3,  185'.).  RcTiting  a 
farm  of  Michael  Ha^'cs,  he  continued  to  cultivate 
the  same  for  seven  j'cars,  when  he  purchased  135 
acres  where  he  now  lives.  This  land  he  improved, 
the  shade  and  fruit  trees  which  now  exist  in  abund- 
ance, all  being  planted  bj'  his  own  hands. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  arc  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Harvey,  deceased;  Judith  E.,  the  wife  of 
George  Hayes,  a  farmer  in  Franklin  Township; 
Jackson,  deceased ;  Annabel,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Calheuse,  a  cabinet-maker  in  Hamilton  County, 
Kan.;  and  Martha,  residing  in  Washington.  Mrs. 
Wilson  died  Ajnil  1.  180;).  She  was  a  woman 
greatly  loved  by  all  wlio  knew  her.     For  his  second 

■wife-,  Mr.  Wilson,  on  the  4th  of  January',  18GG,  wed- 
de<r-Mrs.  .Mary  M.  Poland,  the  widow  of  Simon  Po- 
land, a  member  of  Co.  1,  i;>th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  who 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  from  the 

.effects  of  which  he  died.  His  body  was  interred 
ill  the  Sujiny  South.  To  them  have  been  born  six 
children:  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  26,  186C,  died  Nov. 
20,  187G;  Mary  J.,  born  June  27,  1809,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Washington  County;  F.dith 
F.,  born  May  6,  1 87 1 ,  is  litting  herself  for  a  teacher; 
Burton,  born  Jidy  29,  1872.  died  Nov.  12,  1876; 
Otho  K.,  born  July  24,  1875,  .and  F^liza  L,  Dec.  27, 
187().  By  her  first  husband,  Mrs.  Wilson  had  two 
children:  Ida  Leoni,  born  July  21,  1800,  married 
Jan.  18,  1883,  Ocorge  Wliitstine,  a  farmer  in  Lime 
Creek  Township;  John  L.  Poland  married  Miss 
Belle  Allen,  in  January,  1883,  and  after  an  illness 
of  several  months,  died  Aug.  1,  1883,  leaving  a 
young  wife  and  many  friends  and  relatives  to 
mourn  their  loss.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  was  twenty -six  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  bis  death.  Suitable  resolution^  of  respect 
were  p.assed  by  Dayton  Lodge  No.  147,  A.  F.  cV  A. 
M..  of  which  Mr.  Poland  was  a  member, 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Wilson  have  taken  pride  in  giving 
their  children  a  good  education,  thus  (ireparing  them 
for  useful  lives.  Mr.  Wilson  was  the  only  vuc  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  to  early  leave  the  home  of 
his  parents,  and  to  seek  his  own  fortune  in  another 
.State.  As  already  stated,  he  first  settled  in  Penn- 
.sylvania,  from  wiiich  he  came  to  the  great  State  of 
Iowa.     He  feels  that  his  brightest  hopes  have  been 
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realized,  in  thus  coming  to  this  beautiful  land.  In 
the  evening  of  life,  he  is  enjoying  a  competency, 
which  has  been  earned  by  his  own  exertions. 


ICHAEL  HAYE8,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  7,  Washington 
Township,  is  a  pioneer  among  pioneers, 
locating  in  this  county  as  early  as  1840. 
He  was  born  in  Madison  County,  111.,  Dec.  21, 
1809,  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  white  person 
born  in  that  State.  His  father,  Henry  Hayes,  was 
born  near  Brandywine,  Pa.,  and  was  a  boy  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  mother,  Re- 
becca (Huffaker)  Hayes,  was  born  in  Tennessee. 
They  were  married  in  Tennessee,  where  two  chil- 
dren were  born,  Catherine  and  John.  In  the  spring 
or  summer  of  1809,  the  family  settled  in  Madison 
County,  111.,  at  which  time  there  were  but  few 
scattering  houses,  where  Mr.  Hayes  made  a  claim 
and  opened  up  a  farm.  He  subsequently  removed 
to  the  American  bottom,  opposite  St.  Louis,  at 
which  time  there  was  but  one  American  in  that  vicin- 
ity, and  he  was  an  Indian  trader.  The  country  was 
then  one  vast  wilderness,  and  was  full  of  Indians. 
At  the  time  of  the  War  of  1812,  the  Indians  in  that 
vicinity  became  very  troublesome,  and  block- 
houses were  erected  by  the  settlers  for  their  pro- 
tection. St.  Louis  was  the  trading  point  for  the 
family  and  for  all  settlers  in  that  country.  The 
only  means  of  crossing  the  river  was  in  canoes.  At 
that  time  the  women  made  all  the  cloth  used  for 
clothing  the  family.  There  were  seven  children 
born  in  Illinois,  of  whom  Michael,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  is  the  only  surviving  one.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hayes  both  died  and  were  buried  on 
•  their  old  homestead  where  they  lived  for  so  man}' 
years. 

Michael  Hayes,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  and  received  but  a  limited 
education  in  the  subscription  schools  of  his  native 
State.  The  old  log  school-house  in  which  he  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  an  English  education,  is 
well  remembered  by  him.      Its  puncheon    floors. 
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clapboard  roof,  puncheon  seats,  and  greased  win- 
dow-lights come  to  his  mind  day  by  day.  While 
not  to  be  compared  witii  the  more  modern  struct- 
ures, from  the  old  log  school-houses  of  pioneer 
times  have  been  graduated  many  of  the  most 
noted  men  of  the  entire  country.  Michael  Haj'es 
and  Miss  Eliza  Kinder  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Madison  County,  HI.,  in  1833.  She  was  also  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  in  1820.  Nine  children 
were  born  unto  them :  Nancy  married  Frank  Mar- 
tin, and  resides  in  this  county  ;  Patience  is  the  wife 
of  J.  G.  Stewart,  now  of  Vinton,  Benton  Co.,  Iowa; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  J.  P.  Randall,  of  Keokuk 
Count}',  Iowa;  George,  John,  Caroline,  Rebecca, 
Albert  and  Perry  all  reside  in  this  county.  Mrs. 
Hayes  died  some  years  ago. 

In  1839  Mr.  Hayes  first  visited  W.ishington 
County,  Iowa,  and  being  well  pleased  with  the 
country,  determined  to  locate  here.  Returning  to 
his  home  in  Illinois,  he  in  the  spring  of  1840, 
moved  with  his  family  and  located  on  the  spot 
where  he  now  lives,  and  which  has  been  his  home 
for  forty-seven  years.  The  trip  to  this  county 
was  made  by  a  boat  to  Burlington,  lovva,  and  from 
thence  by  team.  At  tiie  time  of  his  settlement 
there  were  but  eighty  votes  cast  in  the  entire 
county,  about  all  of  which  were  in  the  eastern  part. 
The  line  of  the  first  Indian  purchase  was  about  one- 
half  mile  west  of  his  residence.  During  the  first 
five  years  of  his  residence  in  Washington  County 
he  could  scarcely  obtain  money  enough  to  pay  his 
taxes.  Whe.at  was  only  worth  twenty-five  cents 
per  bushel.  At  the  time  he  came  to  this  county  he 
purchased  300  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  other  purchases  from  time  to  time,  until  he 
now  owns  over  1,000  acres,  all  of  which  is  under 
cultivation,  and  the  greater  part  lying  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Washington. 

In  early  life,  Mr.  Hayes  vvas  politically  a  Whig, 
but  on  the  death  of  the  Whig  party,  he  became  a 
Democrat,  with  which  party  he  has  since  continued 
to  act.  Always  opposed  to  slavery,  he  desired  it 
to  be  wiped  out  by  other  means  than  that  of  blood. 
As  already  stated,  Mr.  Hayes  has  been  a  citizen  of 
Washington  County  for  nearly  half  a  century.  To- 
day there  are  but  few  persons  living  in  the  county 
that  can  boast  of  so  long  a  residence,  and  but  few 
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are  belter   known   or   more   universally  respected 
than  Michael  Hayes. 

The  fine  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  wiiich 
are  here  given,  will  be  appreciated  bj'  every  old 
settler  in  Washington  Count}',  where  they  are  so 
well  known. 


EDWIN  SUPPLEE,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
resides  on  section  22,  Oregon  Township, 
,■  m/  where  he  owns  sixty  acres  of  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  May  9,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Amos 
and  Sarah  (Freize)  Stipplee,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  of  French  and  Welsh  descent, 
and  the  latter  of  the  same  State,  but  of  German 
descent.  They  reared  a  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Edwin  is  the  only  surviving  one. 
His  parents  lived  near  Philadelphia  for  many 
j'ears.  but  died  in  Ohio.  Edwin  was  born  within 
three  miles  of  the  old  battle-ground  of  Bvandy  wine. 
He  came  to  this  county  in  1852,  and  settled  in 
Highland  Township.  Mr.  Snpplee  was  first  mar- 
ried in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  16,  1841, 
to  Ann  E.  Harrison,  a  native  of  Harrison  County, 
Ohio.  .She  died  Oct.  7,  1809,  in  Washington 
Count}',  Iowa.  By  this  union  there  were  ten  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living:  Jonathan  married 
Ann  (Gordon  and  now  resides  in  Sac  Citj',  Iowa; 
they  haveseven  children.  .Samuel  married  Elizabeth 
Parrow,  and  they  have  three  children;  Hattie  is  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Toller,  of  Kansas;  Irene  is  the  wife  of 
A.  li.  Moore,  of  Oregon  Townsiiip;  Edwin  married 
Emma  Myers,  and  now  lesides  in  Henry  County, 
Iowa.  Mr.  .Snpplee  took  for  his  second  wife  Nancy 
Eura}',  born  in  Ashland  Count}',  Ohio,  in  1827, 
and  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Cuibertson) 
Euray.  The  family  came  to  this  county  in  186!, 
and  the  former  died  in  (ireene  County,  Iowa,  and 
the  latter  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Supplee  started  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  and  has  made  all  that  he  has  by  hard 
labor,  economy  :ui<l  good  management.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  .Instices  of  the  Peace  in  Highland 
Township,  an<l  held  the  otlice  for  several  years.  In 
1861  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Aiusworth  and  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  followed 
4» 


for  eleven  years.  Soon  after  going  to  Ainsworth, 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  that  village  by 
President  Lincoln,  and  served  as  such  for  nine 
years.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Ainsworth  and  served  one  terra,  was  re-elected,  but 
declined  to  serve. 

Politically,  Mr.  Supplee  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  county.  He 
was  reared  among  the  C^nakers  and  has  adopted 
one  of  their  mottoes,  that  is,  tt)  let  his  word  be  as 
good  as  his  bond.  Mr.  Supjilec  has  in  his  possession 
a  relic,  in  the  shape  of  a  famlh*  Bible  printed  in  Ger- 
many, and  bearing  the  date  of  1 776,  which  belonged 
to  his  grandmother  on  his  mother's  side.  It  is  in 
a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  Mr.  Supplee  has 
been  in  possession  of  it  for  a  period  of  fort3'-two 
3'ears.  A  citizen  of  this  county  for  a  i)eriod  of  a 
third  of  a  century,  Mr.  Supplee  is  well  known  and 
universally  respected. 
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\IF-^  ZRA  BRADFORD,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
iN^  I'csiding  on  section  28,  Lime  Creek  Town- 
,"' — '^'  ship,  was  born  in  Greenwood  County,  Me., 
April  16,  18.'!6.  He  is  the  son  of  Luther  and  Mary 
(Wentwortli)  Bradford.  They  were  also  natives 
of  Maine,  and  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
\'irgil,  a  farn;er  of  Lime  Creek  Township;  Mel- 
ville G.,  deceased;  li^zra,  our  subject,  and  Emeline, 
deceased.  The  family  remained  in  their  native 
State  until  1856,  where  Jlr.  Bradford  was  eng.aged 
in  farming,  and  where  all  the  children  grew  to  be 
adults.  In  that  year  the  father  came  to  Lime 
Creek  Township,  this  countj',  settling  upon  a  farm 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  deatli.  The  last 
ten  years  of  his  life  were  si)ent  in  the  home  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  died  May  8,  1886,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a  good  man, 
one  well  informed  on  all  matters  of  interest,  and 
wliosc  inlluence  was  fell  for  good  in  the  commu- 
nity in  whicii  he  lived.  The  mother  died  Oct.  17, 
1866,  and  was  buried  in  Kennebec  County.  Me.; 
she  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  the 
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farm,  helping  liis  father  and  attending  the  common 
schools.  When  fourteen  years  old,  he  left  his  na- 
tive State  and  went  to  Massachusetts,  and  found 
employment  clerking  in  the  city  of  Boston  for 
about  two  years,  and  then  followed  the  life  of  a 
sailor  until  1854,  at  which  time  he  quit  the  sea  and 
came  to  Iowa,  where  he  remained  one  year,  then 
went  to  Illinois,  in  which  State  he  made  his  home 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  He  then 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  service,  Co.  D,  26th 
111.  Vol.  Inf.,  Aug.  17,  1861,  for  three  years.  He 
enlisted  at  Springfield,  111.,  and  from  there  the 
regiment  was  sent  to  Quincy,  then  to  Hannibal, 
Mo.,  thence  to  Island  Nu.  10,  or  New  Madrid,  and 
participated  in  that  engagement;  from  there  to 
Pittsburg  Landing,  through  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
the  second  battle  of  luka,  then  the  second  battle 
of  Corinth,  and  then  to  Vicksburg.  From  Vicks- 
burg  they  went  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  then  back  to 
Memphis,  from  there  across  to  Chattanooga,  thence 
to  Missionary  Ridge,  and  then  to  Scottsboro,  Ala. 
At  the  last  place  the  regiment  re-enlisted,  when 
our  subject  returned  home  to  Illinois  on  a  thirty- 
days'  furlough. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  leave  of  absence,  Mr. 
Bradford  rejoined  the  regiment  at  Scottsboro,  and 
from  there  went  to  Resaca,  where  he  participated 
v#ith  the  command  in  the  engagement,  and  tiien 
went  with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea, 
then  through  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  to  Washington,  D.  C  ,  where  the  26th 
Illinois  took  part  in  the  grand  review  of  the  vet- 
erans of  the  war,  a  march  which  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  all  the  brave  boys  in  blue  that  faced 
the  Southern  battle-fire.  From  Washington  the 
regiment  was  transferred  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
was  discharged  July  2, 1865.  Mr.  Bradford  served 
over  four  years  in  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes 
that  float  so  proudly  over  the  Nation  made  free  by 
those  who  sacrificed  their  lives  to  save  unbroken 
the  Union  which  their  fathers  formed. 

The  I'egiment  was  discharged  at  Springfield,  111., 
and  from  there  our  subject  came  direct  to  Lime 
Creek  Tovvnship,  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  in 
1867,  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  26. 
He  also  rented  eighty  acres,  and  operated  both 
1       farms,  and  in  1881  bought  120  acres  on  section  28,  of 


the  same  township,  where  he  now  resides,  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-i-aising.  Oct.  4,  1865, 
Mr.  Bradford  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Amanda  Carr,  who  was  born  Jan.  1,  1846,  in  Lime 
Creek  Township,  AVashington  County,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Harriett  M.  (Pinkerton) 
Carr.  Three  children  have  blessed  their  union: 
Luther  D.,  born  July  13,  1866;  Lyman  S.,  April  1, 
1870,  and  Isaac  E.,  Aug.  29,  1881. 

Mr.  Bradford  is  a  member  of  Ed  Hamlin  Post 
No.  112,  Wellman,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber, and  Mrs.  Bradford  is  a  member  of  the 
Women's  Relief  Corps  No.  88,  Wellman.  Our 
subject  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  public  mat- 
ters, and  is  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Lime 
Creek  Township. 
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"if?  ESSE  ASHBY,  deceased,  was  numbered 
among  the  true  pioneers  of  Washington 
Count}',  having  located  one  mile  south  of 
the  present  city  of  Washington  in  1839.  At 
that  time  there  was  not  a  building  on  the  town 
site,  and  Mr.  Ashby  assisted  Jonathan  Wilson  in 
hauling  the  logs  for  the  first  building  erected  in  the 
town.  Indians  were  frequent  visitors  to  his  cabin 
as  they  passed  to  and  fro,  and  before  thej'  were 
formally  removed.  Burlington  was  the  trading 
point  of  all  the  citizens  when  they  designed  to 
buy  any  particular  amount  of  supplies. 

Jesse  Ashb}'  was  born  in  Alleghany  County,  Md., 
Aug.  31,  1788,  and  in  about  1811,  was  there  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Wilson,  and  subse- 
quently settled  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia, 
where  they  remained  until  about  1834,  when  they 
moved  to  Perry  County,  Ohio.  In  1839  they 
came  to  Washington  County,  where  they  resided 
until  their  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mary  W., 
of  Washington  County;  Julia  F.,  the  wife  of  Mor- 
gan Hart,  of  Wilson  County,  Kan.;  Priscilla  B., 
the  wife  of  Rev.  E.  W.  Twining,  of  Corning,  Iowa; 
Hester  W.,  the  widow  of  Alpheus  B.  Dickens,  of 
Washington  ;  Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Bick- 
ford,  and  is  now  deceased,  as  is  also  her  husband ; 
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Eiisebius  W.  H.,  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Ashby  died 
about  1851,  and  Mr.  Ashby  subsequently  married 
Mrs.  Fannie  Ritchie,  by  whom  he  hsid  one  son. 
Jesse  A.,  of  Keotii,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Ashby  died  in  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  j'ears.  He  was  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the 
early  day  his  cabin  was  the  place  in  which  all  re- 
ligious services  were  held,  and  was  the  home  of  all 
pioneer  preachers.  He  assisted  in  the  erection  of 
the  first  church  building  in  Washington.  Few  men 
deserve  more  credit  for  what  the  present  genera- 
tion now  enjoys  in  Washington  County,  than  Jesse 
Ashbj',  the  pioneer. 

^,EV.  JOHN  FRANCIS  KEMPKER  was  born 
at  Pleasant  Kidge,  Lee  Co.,  Iowa,  May  18, 
1848.  He  is  the  son  of  (ierhard  H.  and 
l(Q\  Theresa  (Achwelms)  Kempker,  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  where  they  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried. Two  children  were  born  in  (Jerraany,  Henry 
and  Theresa,  both  of  whom  came  with  their 
parents  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1848.  In 
April  of  that  year  Gerhard  Kempker  made  a  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land  which  he  afterward  entered  at  a 
Government  land  sale  in  Burlington.  Upon  this 
land  he  erected  a  log  house,  and  into  this  the  fam- 
ily moved,  beginning  soon  afterward  a  pioneer  life 
in  its  fullest  sense.  After  arriving  in  Lee  County 
the  familj'  remained  some  time  with  J.  H.  Kempker, 
a  relative  of  the  family,  who  had  preceded  them 
and  had  located  in  Iowa  in  183G.  He  was  an 
ardent  (Catholic,  and  while  prospecting  for  a  home 
in  the  Territory,  found  his  way  to  .Sugar  Creek,  Lee 
Countj',  where  a  few  families  had  already  located. 
He,  with  II.  Iloltkamp,  organized  a  Catholic  Church 
as  the  settlers  came  in,  and  the  lirst  service  held 
by  a  priest,  Rev.  Aug.  Brickwcdde,  of  Quincy,  oc- 
curred May  11,  1838,  in  a  new  barn  just  com- 
pleted, belonging  to  J.  H.  Kempker.  At  that  lime 
about  ten  families  became  members,  and  this  small 
cougregatii>n  grew  until,  in  18G7,  a  resident  priest. 
Rev.  M.  Miehels,  was  called.  It  is  now  a  large 
and  prc>8perous  charge,  and  to  the  Kempker  fam- 
ilies  the    honor  may  be  ascribed  of  being  the  first 


in  that  neighborhood  to  organize  a  Catholic 
Church. 

After  the  family  of  (ierhard  Kempker  settled  on 
the  Lee  County  farm,  other  children  were  born,  as 
follows:  John  F.,  Mary  and  Margaret.  Here  the 
family  remained  until  1857,  when  they  removed  to 
West  Point,  in  the  same  county,  where  three  more 
children  were  born — Catherine  Bernard,  Joseph 
and  George.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  own  lands  from  the  time  he  first  came  to  Iowa, 
except  one  year,  and  is  yet  living  a  retired  life 
upon  the  farm,  where  his  last  are  his  happiest 
years.  When  he  came  to  Iowa  he  spoke  only  the 
German  language,  and  conversed  with  his  neigh- 
bors b}'  signs;  neither  did  he  bring  with  him  a 
wealth  of  silver  and  gold,  for  a  few  dollars  com- 
prised his  entire  fortune.  His  start  was  really 
made  without  capital,  and  he  was  known  in  the 
early  days  as  "the  plucky  Dutchman;''  but 
throughout  his  whole  life  fair  dealing  and  the 
strictest  integrity  were  persevered  in,  until  he  ac- 
cumulated quite  a  little  fortune. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Kempker  occurred  Jan.  31, 
1880,  in  her  fifty-seventh  year.  She  passed  away 
leaving  a  fsimily  of  children  well  settled  in  life,  and 
a  husband  who  is  an  honored  resident  of  West 
Point  and  a  valued  citizen  of  Lee  Countj'. 
Her  death  was  deeply  mourned,  and  her  funeral 
was  one  of  the  largest  ever  occurring  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. Rev.  Father  Jacob/.,  her  beloved  pastor, 
officiated  at  the  services,  and  from  the  church 
wiiere  for  many  years  she  had  devoutly  worshiped, 
her  remains  were  carried  to  their  last  resting-place. 
All  the  children  but  four  are  married  and  have 
families.  Heury  wedded  Josephine  Sallen  and  is  a 
resident  farmer  of  St.  Stephen,  Neb. ;  .'Mary  wedded 
Bernard  Lampe,  who  is  now  deceased,  but  during 
his  lifetime  was  extensivel}'  eng.aged  in  farming 
and  brewing  at  West  Point;  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Nacke,  a  merchant  tailor  of  West 
Point;  Bernard  II.  wedded  Miss  Kate  Strothmann, 
and  resides  somewhere  in  the  West;  Joseph  became 
the  husband  of  Miss  Martin,  of  Carroll  County, 
Iowa,  and  is  a  merchant  at  Breda,  in  that  county ; 
Theresa  is  an  invaiiil,  and  remains  with  her  father 
on  the  old  homestead ;  George  is  in  the  West,  and 
Miss  Kate  is  housekeeper  for  our  subject. 
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John  F'rancis  Keiiipker  received  his  classical  ed- 
ucation at  Milwaukee,  graduating  there.  His 
health  failed  prior  to  that  time,  and  physicians  ad- 
vised him  to  go  to  a  more  congenial  climate ;  con- 
sequently, in  1868  he  went  to  Bardstown,  Ky., 
where  he  took  a  classical  course,  and  then  a  course 
in  theology  and  philosophy  at  Cape  Girardeau,  in 
1870-71,  completing  his  theological  studies  at  Mil- 
waukee in  1872.  During  his  term  at  Bardstown, 
Ky.,  our  subject  was  professor  of  the  German 
language.  After  his  vacation,  Rev.  Kempker  was 
appointed  assistant  priest  to  Father  McMenomy  at 
Council  Bluffs,  where  he  principally  attended  the 
out-missions  through  Pottawattamie,  Mills,  Fre- 
mont, Montgomery,  Shelby,  Harrison  and  Craw- 
ford Counties.  From  there  he  was  appointed  pas- 
tor at  Mt.  Carmel,  Carroll  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  This  was  a  new  and  rapidly- 
growing  county,  and  through  his  efforts  was  made 
a  very  strong  Catholic  colony,  and  our  subject 
organized  congregations  and  erected  four  churches 
in  the  county.  He  also  organized  a  parochial 
school  and  erected  a  building  at  Mt.  Carmel.  The 
churches  were  erected  at  Carroll,  Roselle  and  Ar- 
cadia, and  the  church  at  Mt.  Carmel  was  com- 
pletely remodeled.  Lyons  and  Sugar  Creek  com- 
prised the  next  charges  assigned  to  him,  Nov.  1, 
1875,  which  were  faithfully  attended  until  Novem- 
ber, 1877,  when  he  was  assigned  to  Garnavillo, 
Clayton  County,  where  he  reduced  a  large  Church 
debt  and  erected  another  parochial  residence.  P'rom 
there  he  was  called  to  the  house  of  Bishop  Hen- 
nessy,  of  Dubuque,  where  he  remained  seven 
mouths,  and  was  then  appointed  pastor  at  Ft.  Mad- 
ison, where  he  remained  three  years,  from  whence 
he  was  sent  to  Neola,  Pottawattamie  County,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  priest.  While  there  Rev. 
Kempker  built  an  addition  to  the  church.  He  then 
went  to  Brooklyn,  Poweshiek  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he 
erected  two  churches,  one  in  Brooklyn  and  one  in 
Grinnell,  leaving  the  first  free  from  debt  and  the 
second  with  only  a  small  amount  due,  which  has 
since  been  liquidated.  This  was  done  in  six  months, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Keokuk,  where  he 
remained  until  188.5,  during  which  time  he  erected 
a  fine  parochial  residence  and  organized  a  school. 
Riverside,  Wa&'hington  County,  was  his  next  ap- 


pointment,  to  which  he  came  in  May,  1886.  His 
first  experience  in  this  village  was  a  most  unpleas- 
ant one,  as  robbers  made  him  a  midnight  visit  and 
despoiled  him  of  a  nice  gold  watch  and  $280  in 
cash.  Since  taking  charge  of  this  congregation  he 
has  secured  a  $350  bell,  two  altars  and  an  organ, 
and  the  Church  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
with  the  members  acting  in  the  utmost  harmony. 
The  membership  is  fully  GOO  souls,  besides  many 
who  are  not  I'egular  attendants. 

Rev.  Father  Kempker  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  at  Iowa  City,  a  member  of  the 
American  Catholic  Historical  Society  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  since  January,  1887,  has  written  and  pub- 
lished each  week  in  TJie  Iowa,  of  Dubuque,  an  article 
upon  the  history  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Iowa, 
and  since  July  has  contributed  to  the  Davenport 
Messenger  an  article  upon  the  same  topic.  He  is 
also  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  the  Keokuk  Medical 
College,  of  the  class  of  1885.  Some  important 
positions  have  been  held  temporarily  by  our  sub- 
ject: the  one,  pastor  of  St.  Matthias  Church,  of 
Muscatine,  during  the  absence  of  the  pastor  while 
upon  a  trip  to  Europe,  and  a  similar  position  at  St. 
Mary's  Church  at  Iowa  City,  during  the  absence  of 
Father  Emmonds.  Full  of  promise,  and  already- 
having  an  enviable  position  in  the  Church  of  which 
he  is  the  resident  priest,  in  this  village,  the  sketch 
of  Rev.  John  F.  Kempker  adds  luster  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  we  note  the  above 
facts  with  a  pardonable  degree  of  pride.  They 
were  collected  from  an  authentic  source  and  are 
presented  to  the  thousands  who  will  peruse  this 
volume  at  a  later  period. 


-^m- — 


"^OHN  P.  BABCOCK,  a  retired  farmer,  living 
in  Washington,  has  been  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington County  since  1855,  the  year  in 
which  the  first  railroad  locomotive  was  ever 
placed  on  Iowa  soil.  In  the  thirty-two  years  in 
which  he  has  lived  here  he  has  witnessed  the  build- 
ing of  thousands  of  miles  of  railroad,  and  live<l  to 
see  the  county  seat  of  each  of  the  ninety-nine 
counties  of  the  State,  penetrated  by  the  iron  horse. 
The  changes  that  have  been  wrought  are  marvelous, 
,► 
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indeed,  and  can  scarcely  be  realized  even  b.v  those 
who  actively  participated  in  the  stirring  events  of 
the  past  third  of  a  century.  Mr.  Babcock  is  a 
native  of  Rensselaer  Countj',  N.  Y.,  born  Nov.  24, 
1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Staunton  and  Theresa 
Babcock.  His  parents  at  an  earlj'  day  emigrated 
to  Knox  Count}',  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until 
185G,  when  thej'  came  to  this  county,  where  both 
have  since  died,  the  former  in  1867,  and  the  latter 
in  18G9.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church,  and  died  in  the  faith. 
"Wherever  known,  they  were  highly  respected,  and 
were  honest  and  upright  in  all  their  dealings  with 
their  fellowinc'u.  In  politics  the  father  was  origi- 
nally a  Whig,  but  when  tiie  Republican  party  was 
organized  he  affiliated  vvith  it  until  his  death. 

Johu  P.  Babcock  was  a  farmer's  boy,  reared  to 
farm  life  in  a  daj^  when  all  work  was  done  by  hand, 
when  riding  cultivators,  self-binding  reapers,  and 
Other  later  day  inventions  were  unknown.  The 
educational  advantages  he  received  were  such  as 
were  common  to  boys  situated  as  he  was,  his  edu- 
cation being  received  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  State.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  became  acquainted  with 
and  married  Miss  Hannah  H.  Corbin,  a  native  of 
that  county  and  State,  born  Sept.  10,  182'.>,  and 
daughter  of  Lyman  and  Lucretia  Corbin.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  M.ass.achusetts,  and  her 
mother  of  Vermont.  They  were  among  tiie 
pioneers  of  Knox  Count}',  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Babcock  have  three  children  living — L3'nian  15., 
William  C.  and  Cliarles. 

In  1855,  as  already  stated,  Mr.  Babcock  came  to 
Washington  County,  lown,  and  purchased  a  partially 
in)|)roved  farm  on  section  16,  Jackson  Town- 
ship.  This  farm  he  worked,  making  it  one 
of  the  best  in  the  township,  and  upon  it 
he  lived  till  issl,  when  he  rented  it  out  and 
moved  to  Washington,  where  he  has  since  been 
living  a  retired  life.  The  farm  consists  of  210 
acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  In 
his  farming  operations  Mr.  Babcock  was  quite  suc- 
cessful, but,  while  generally  prosperous,  he  has  met 
with  some  reverses.  On  the  22d  of  May,  IHT.'S,  u 
tornado  passed  over,  destroying  his  residence, 
valued  at  $2,000,  and   cloing   other  damage  to  the 


amount  of  ^3,000.  This  loss  did  not  dishearten 
him.  Setting  about  the  work  he  in  time  had  his 
residence  rebuilt,  and  his  entire  property  in  as 
good,  if  not  better  shape,  than  it  had  i)reviously 
been.  Religiously.  Mr.  Babcock  is  a  Baptist,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  leading  member  and  a  Dea- 
con in  the  Church  at  Richmond.  For  the  cause 
of  Christianit}',  he  gave  liberally  of  his  means. 
His  wife  is  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Richmond. 


f 


VR.  FUNSTON,  grain  and  stock  dealer  of 
Brighton,  is  a  native  of  Clarke  County, 
Ohio,  born  April  30,  1844,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Ann  (Barr)  Funston.  (See  sketch 
of  William  Funston  elsewhere  in  this  volume.)  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  parents  to 
Washington  County  in  1845,  when  but  one  year 
old,  and  therefore  can  almost  be  claimed  as  a 
native  Ilawke^'e. 

The  family  settled  on  a  farm  in  Claj'  Townsiiip, 
where  I).  F.  Funston  now  lives.  On  that  farm  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood.  His  primary  education 
was  received  in  the  public  schools,  but  by  reading 
and  observation  he  has  become  a  well-informed 
man  upon  almost  ever}'  subject  of  general  interest. 
On  the  27th  of  June,  1865,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  AVeyand,  a  native  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  Iowa,  born  Oct.  26,  1844,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Grove)  Weyand. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  James, 
a  hardware  merchant  in  Hurr  Oaks,  Jewell  Co., 
Kan.;  Daniel,  living  near  Scandia,  Republic  Co., 
Kan.;J.  W.,  an  attorney  at  Smith  Center,  K.an. ; 
(i.  F.,  residing  in  Spearvillc,  Kan.;  E.  C,  a  general 
merchant  of  Onida,  Sully  Co.,  Dak.;  M.  A., 
the  wife  of  W.  T.  Wilson,  a  farmer  in  Osborne 
County,  Kan.;  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funston  have  two  children, 
Albert  L.,  born  Sept.  18,  18G9,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  o(  Brighton;  and  William  E.,  born  July  26, 
1877,  is  attending  school  in  Brighton. 

Mr.  Funston  continued  to  engage  in  farming  un- 
til 1H7G,  when  he  went  into  his  present  business  of 
buying  and  shipping  grain  and  stock  at  Brighton. 
He  continued  in  this  business  with  good    success 
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until  the  spring  of  1886,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Onida,  SuUj'  Co.,  Dak.,  where  he  embarlii'd 
in  the  mercantile  trade,  making  a  specialty  of  hard- 
ware and  farm  maehinery.  He  was  rejisonably  suc- 
cessful in  iiis  liusiness,  but  not  being  entirely  satis- 
fied, in  the  spring  of  1887  he  sold  out  his  stock  of 
goods  and  returned  to  Brighton,  and  again  engaged 
in  his  old  business  as  a  grain  and  stock  dealer.  The 
elevator  which  he  controls  has  a  storage  capacity 
of  7,000  bushels  of  grain.  Since  his  return  he  has 
met  with  the  same  success  that  attended  him  dur- 
ing the  ten  years  of  his  business  life  in  Brighton. 
A  square-dealing  man,  honest  in  his  business  rela- 
tions, he  has  the  coniidenee  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity. 
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AMES  SMYLIE,  a  blacksmith,  of  Crawford 
Township,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  in  1822.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Rachel  (Borlon)  Smylie,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  same  State.  William  Sraylie  was  a 
smith,  and  his  father,  David  Sraylie,  was  a  tailor. 
The  latter's  sons,  William,  Samuel,  .James  and  John^ 
were  all  blacksmiths,  and  the  descendants  of  those 
men  have  been  noted  mechanics.  William  Smylie 
married  Rachel  Borlon  about  1818,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  the  two  eldest  of 
'  whom,  David  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  1827  the  parental  family  moved  to  Harrison 
Countj',  Ohio,  settling  near  Cadiz,  where  the  father 
purchased  a  farm  and  erected  a  forge.  Here  they 
remained  for  many  years,  and  later  purchased  a 
quarter-section  of  land,  to  which  they  removed, 
remaining  until  1855,  when  the  parents,  with  five 
of  their  children,  came  to  this  county,  and  hpre 
remained  during  their  lifetime,  and  are  l>oth  buried 
here.  The  children  were  named  respectively, 
David  (deceased),  James,  Margaret,  John.  Samuel. 
Robert,  Thomas,  Matthew,  Hugh,  Sarah  J.,  Will- 
iam, Joseph,  Rachel,  and  David,  the  youngest  son. 
Our  subject  was  married,  near  Cadiz,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Eliza  A.  Sheridan,  whose  father,  John  Sheri- 
dan, is  a  cousin  to  (ien.  Phil  Sheridan.  John 
.Sheridan   wedded  Jane  Gray,  and  they   were  the 


parents  of  Eliza  A.,  Thomas,  Mary,  Jane,  Sarah 
and  Agnes.  John  Sheridan  was  a  cooper  by  trade, 
and  later  in  life  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Sheri- 
dan died  in  Ohio,  and  after  our  subject  moved  to 
this  county,  the  old  gentleman  came  to  spend  his 
declining  j^ears  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sinjlie,  and 
died,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
Crawfordsville.  In  1857  James  Smylie  came  to 
the  village  of  Crawfordsville,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1858  formed  a  partnership  with  John  AVest  in  the 
blacksmith  business,  and  from  that  day,  and  even 
from  June,  1841,  he  has  worked  at  the  forge,  and 
to-day  is  the  oldest  smith  in  the  county,  if  not  in 
the  State,  who  h.is  been  continuouslj'  engaged  in 
that  business.  More  than  half  a  century  has  been 
spent  at  the  trade,  j'et  hi;^  brawny  arm  is  still 
strong,  and  the  sparks  (ly  from  his  anvil  in  showers 
as  the  red-hot  iron  gives  out  a  cheery  ring  under 
the  blows  of  his  heavy  hammer.  He  purchased  a 
farm  in  1857,  and  Later  added  another  eighty -acre 
tract.  He  now  owns  a  fine  qujirter-section,  upon 
which  his  two  youngest  sons  reside. 

Eight  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smylie:  John,  the  husband  of  Margaret 
Davidson;  William,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  army, 
was  a  brave  soldier  of  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry;  Mar- 
garet, the  wife  of  Frank  Strain ;  Thomas,  the  hus- 
band of  Pedee  Fraench;  Mary,  the  wife  of  William 
Baird,  a  farmer  of  Jewell  County,  Kan.;  Frank, 
a  resident  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  a  carriage- 
ironer  by  trade,  who  vvas  taught  the  business  by 
his  father;  Taylor,  the  husband  of  Ella  Orris,  and 
Robert,  who  wedded  Maggie  McKee.  Twenty- 
two  grandchildren  are  living,  who  carry  in  their 
veins  the  blood  of  an  honest  yeoman,  and  his  chil- 
dren are  well  settled  in  life,  most  of  them  near  by. 
Mrs.  Smylie  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian and  later  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
for  more  than  forty-five  years,  and  Mr.  Smylie  is 
also  connected  with  the  latter  Church. 

The  marriage  of  John  Smylie  and  Margaret 
Davidson  has  been  graced  by  the  births  of  five 
children  :  Bertie,  Sadie,  William,  Murray  and  Jes.se. 
Mrs.  Smylie  is  a  daughter  of  William  Davidson, 
who  settled  in  this  county  in  1846.  He  wedded 
Ann  Neial,  sister  of  the  Ne.al  Brothers,  who  laid  out 
the    village   of   Crawfordsville,      The    Davidsons 
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reared  a  large  family.,  <'f  whom  Jlilton,  Alvin, 
Smith,  Clark,  Marshall,  L^-maii,  Mar}'  A.  and  Mar- 
garet are  the  only  ones  living.  All  have  been  mar- 
ried and  reared  families,  except  Marshall,  who  has 
no  heirs.  The  mother  of  Jlrs.  Sniylie  died  in  this 
county  a  score  of  years  ago,  and  later  the  father 
went  to  Platte  County.  Mo.,  where  he  still  resides. 
Only  Mrs.  Smylie  and  her  brother  JIarshall  yet  re- 
side in  this  county.  Milton,  Alvin  and  Smith 
Davidson  served  throughout  the  late  war,  tiie  first 
in  the  2d  and  tlie  otiiers  in  the  25th  Iowa  Infantry'. 
Neither  were  wounded,  although  participating  in 
all  the  memorable  battles  of  the  war,  and  were 
brave  and  fearless  soldiers,  who  lived  to  see  the 
principles  for  which  they  fought  vindicated.  John 
Smylie  is  a  i)ro.sperous  son  of  a  worthy  father.  He 
is  a  farmer  of  tliis  township  and  owns  a  nice  farm 
of  120  acres  near  the  villa"e  of  Crawfordsville. 


17  ON.  ABRAM  PEARSON,  f.armerand  stock- 
J^]^\  raiser,  residing  on  section  2G,  Jackson  Town- 
ship, was  born  near  Kansas  City,  in  what 
was  then  the  Indian  Territory.  He  is  a  son  of 
Moses  and  Sarah  I'earscm,  who  were  reared  and 
married  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  leaving  that  State 
and  settling  in  the  Indian  Territory  in  1835.  Henry 
Harvey  and  Moses  Pearson,  with  their  families, 
both  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  were  sent 
there  Ijy  that  society  to  establish  schools  anions'- 
the  Indians.  Tiie  Methodists  and  Baptists  both  had 
established  similar  institutions,  and  for  three  years 
Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Pearson  maintained  their 
schools.  These  were  the  onl}-  white  families  in  the 
neighborhood.  Moses  Pearson  was  born  in  New- 
bury District,  S.  C.  He  was  of  Knglish  ancestrj- 
and  his  wife  was  of  the  same  origin.  The^'  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  all  born  in  Miami  County, 
Ohio,  except  our  subject;  Rhoda,  deceased;  Mahala 
J.,  who  has  been  teacher  m  Earlham  College  for  si.\- 
teen  years,  and  previously  was  connected  with  other 
schools,  and  for  fortj'  years  h.as  been  a  teacher; 
Timothy,  deceased;  Aima,  wife  of  Robert  L. 
jveiiy,  formerly  editor  of  the  Mount  Vernon  (Mo.) 
Spring  Rii'tn-  Fouii/ain,  now  a  resident  of  Bloom- 
ingdale,  Ind.;  Joshua,  a  farmer  of  Miami  County, 


Ohio;  Nathan,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  army  after 
having  spent  three  years  as  ji  soldier,  a  member  of 
Co.  D,  44th  Ohio  Regiment;  Serepta,  deceased,  con- 
stituted the  family-.  Only  four  of  the  children  are 
living. 

About  1838,  the  Pearson  family  returned  to 
Miami  County.  Ohio,  and  established  themselves  on 
the  home  farm  near  West  Milton,  where  they  re- 
mained until  their  death.  Moses  was  a  great  favorite 
with  the  Indians,  and  two  of  their  celebrated  chiefs 
paid  him  a  visit  at  his  Ohio  home,  several  ^-ears 
after  his  return.  July  15,  l!S.'i7.  our  subject  was 
born,  but  was  taken  back  to  Ohio  when  one  j'ear 
old,  and  grew  to  maniiood  in  that  State.  He  was 
married  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  to  Julia,  daugh- 
ter of  Elias  and  Emma  M.  (Dehart)  Applegate,  who 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Oct.  2(5,  1862,  the 
wedding  of  our  subject  was  celebrated,  and  he  re- 
sumed the  profession  of  teaching  for  some  months, 
.after  ■which  he  fanned  for  several  j-ears. 

Abram  Pearson  had  been  a  student  of  Antioch 
College  for  two  3'ears,  but  after  his  sister  Mahala 
graduated  he  began  teaching,  which  was  almost 
continuous  until  his  marriage  in  1862.  Two  years 
after  their  marriage,  the  young  couple  located  for 
one  year  at  Kokoino,  Ind.,  and  in  1865,  thej'  be- 
came residents  of  Washington  County,  Iowa.  In 
186C,  he  purchased  the  land  upon  wliicii  he  yet  re- 
.sides,  at  that  time  the  wild  uncultivated  prairie, 
upon  which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  a 
tree  planted.  He  erected  the  same  house  he  now 
occupies  in  that  }"ear,  and  the  labor  began  of  mak- 
ing not  only  a  f.arm  but  a  beautiful  farm  in  the  new 
county,  and  well  have  they  succeeded.  The  beauti- 
ful groves  have  been  planted  and  have  matured, 
since  their  coming.  The  farm  is  well  improved, 
and  instead  of  the  stumps  which  adorned  their  Ohio 
pioneer's  farm  of  the  same  date,  great  stacks  of 
grain  appear.  Seven  children  have  graced  their 
union:  The  eldest,  born  In  Ohio,  is  deceased;  E. 
Grant  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  Nathan  C,  Anna 
B.,  Myrtle  and  Frank  in  this  county.  Since  com- 
ing to  Washington  County,  Abram  Pearson  has 
been  largely  identified  with  its  political  affairs.  He 
was  first  elected  Trustee  of  his  township  in  1874, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1877.  His  capabilities  as  an 
ollicial  and  his  popularity-  among  the  citizens  of  the 
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county  made  him  the  choice  of  the  Reiniblican 
party,  and  in  1878,  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
Representative  of  Washington  County  to  the  State 
Legislature.  His  increased  popularity  had  won  him 
many  friends,  and  in  1880,  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  office,  and  retired  from  his  seat  witli  all  the 
honors  due  one  who  had  served  his  constituents 
faithfully  and  well. 
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,.|-^OBEUT  W.  GRIFFITH,  residing  upon  sec- 
WJy  t'on  13,  Clay  Township,  is  a  pioneer  of 
1848.  and  is  one  of  the  best  iiuown  and 
I  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Washing- 
ton County.  He  is  a  native  of  Sussex  County, 
Del.,  born  Sept.  22,  1804,  and  is  a  son  of  Paris 
and  Sarah  (Warren)  Griffith,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Delaware,  but  of  English  descent.  Their  an- 
cestry were  (Quakers,  who  came  to  this  country 
with  William  Penn  in  1G80.  They  reai'ed  a  family 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living: 
Robert  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Bayard,  a 
large  farmer  and  stock-dealer  in  De  Witt  County, 
111.,  and  John,  a  resident  of  Monticello,  Piatt  Co., 
111.  lu  1806  the  family  moved  from  Delaware  to 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  where  Paris  Griffith  pur- 
chased wild  land  and  opened  up  a  farm.  His  fa- 
ther died  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  April  20, 
1828,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  3'ears  and  eleven 
months,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Salem  church- 
yard in  that  county.  The  mother  survived  the 
father  some  fifteen  years,  and  died  in  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  sixty. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  and  received  but  a  limited 
education  in  tlie  common  schools  of  that  eai'ly  day. 
When  a  youth  he  was  endowed  with  extraordinary 
strength,  to  which  was  coupled  a  will  to  make  some- 
thing of  himself.  After  leaving  the  parental  roof, 
he  engaged  as  a  farm-hand  one  year  for  §8  per 
month.  He  then  struck  for  higher  wages,  desiring 
of  his  employer  $9  per  month;  that  amount  was 
considered  too  high  by  his  employer,  and  he  there- 
fore left  and  engaged   with  another  man  for  that 
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sum.  After  working  one  year  his  wages  were  in- 
creased to  $10  per  month,  and  at  that  sura  he  con- 
tinued with  his  employer  for  two  years.  Nearly 
ever^'  dollar  of  wages  in  that  time  he  saved.  He 
now  thought  it  time  to  choose  a  helpmeet  for  life 
and,  forming  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Eleanor 
Long,  they  were  united  in  marriage  Dec.  27,  1832. 
She  was  a  native  of  Northampton  Count}'.  Pa., 
born  near  the  Delaware  River,  April  3,  1813,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sophia  (Drake) 
Long,  the  former  of  German  and  the  Latter  of  En- 
glish descent. 

In  1834  Mr.  Griffith  moved  from  Pickaway 
to  Crawford  Count}',  Ohio,  and  to  what  was  known 
as  the  Sandusky  Plain,  purcliased  200  acres  of  land 
and  improved  a  farm.  CIrawford  County  at  that 
time  was  almost  a  wilderness,  and  the  land  pur- 
chased w.as  mostly  prairie,  but  he  settled  in  a  small 
grove.  Leaving  his  wife  and  child  at  the  house  of 
a  friend,  about  four  miles  awa}',  he  went  to  his 
land  and,  erecting  a  temporary  structure  through 
the  forks  of  some  trees,  and  covering  it  with  slabs 
and  boughs  of  trees,  he  there  lived  until  he 
could  erect  his  log  cabin.  After  the  erection  of  his 
cabin,  which  wjis  of  the  typical  kind,  with  mud  and 
stick  chimney,  he  returned  for  his  wife,  and  they 
at  once  commenced  living  the  life  of  pioneers. 
Here  the}'  continued  until  184G,  in  the  meantime  im- 
proving an  excellent  farm.  IJesiring  to  come  West, 
where  the  advantages  would  be  greater  and  land 
cheaper,  he  sold  his  farm  in  Crawford  County  and 
started  west.  On  reaching  Macon  County,  111.,  two 
of  his  children  were  severely  hurt,  one  being  kicked 
by  a  horse  and  the  other  being  run  over  by  a  wag- 
on. He  therefore  stopped,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
ing for  the  little  ones,  and  while  tliere  was  induced 
to  purchase  a  farm  of  940  acres  of  land.  After 
living  there  about  one  month,  he  became  very 
much  dissatisfied,  and  offered  $500  to  be  released 
from  his  contract.  This  was  refused,  and  it  finally 
cost  him  $1,100  to  secure  a  release.  Packing  up 
his  personal  property,  he  once  more  turned  his  face 
westward  and  staVted  for  Iowa.  Arriving  in 
Washington  County,  he  purchased  200  acres  of 
land  on  section  13,  Clay  Township,  where  he  lias 
since  continued  to  reside. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith  tiiirteen  children   have    y  ' 
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been  born,  and  all  are  livinj;  witli  the  exception  of 
one.  lilias.  born  Oct.  2,  1833,  i.s  a  farmer  residing 
in  Franklin  Township;  Eliza,  born  June  27,  183o, 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Hane,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Smith  Connt}-,  Kan.;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  14,  1837, 
is  a  farmer  residing  in  Franklin  Township;  Marj-, 
born  May  28,  1838,  is  the  wife  of  William  Hart,  a 
farmer  in  Harrison  County,  Mo.;  Isabella,  born 
July  21,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Whittaker,  a 
farmer  in  Clay  Towiishii);  Jane,  born  April  19, 
1842,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Iviglc.  a  farmer  in  Keo- 
kuk County,  Iowa;  George  W.,  born  .Ian.  2,  1844, 
is  a  farmer  residing  in  Franklin  Township;  Martlia, 
born  July  10,  184(5,  is  tiie  wife  of  ^Velliugton  llar- 
baugh,  a  harness-maker  in  Lincoln,  Kan.;  Sarah, 
born  Oct.  12,  1848,  is  at  home;  John  Q.,  born  April 
20,  1850,  died  Dec.  2,  1874;  Harriet,  born  Oct.  18, 
18.52,  is  at  home;  Robert,  born  Feb.  20,  ISo."),  is  in 
charge  of  the  home  farm ;  Abigail,  born  .lune  11, 
1857,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Reahkopf,  residing  in 
Clj'de,  Kan. 

Since  coming  to  Wasliington  County,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Griflith  has  been  exceedingly  prosperous.  To  his 
original  i)urchase  of  200  acres  on  section  13,  he  has 
added  by  subsequent  purchase  until  the  home  farm 
now  contains  C40  acres,  in  .addition  to  which  he  has 
320  acres  on  section  35,  Clay  Township,  and  160 
acres  in  Franklin  Township,  a  total  of  1,120  acres. 
In  addition  to  this,  he  has  given  to  his  children  as 
the_v  left  the  parental  roof,  in  all,  900  acres  of  land 
which,  added  to  his  present  estate,  would  make  for 
him  a  grand  total  of  2,020  acres  of  land.  The  old 
•  cabin  in  which  he  first  lived  on  coming  to  Wash- 
ington County,  has  long  since  given  place  to  a  fine 
two-story  brick  residence,  which  is  convenient  in 
cverj'  respect.  On  the  premises  is  probably  the 
finest  barn  in  Washington  County,  being  50x100 
feet.  20-foot  posts  and  10-foot  basement.  It  is  fifty 
feet  from  the  ground  to  the  comb.  The  founda- 
tion is  of  natural  stone  work,  three  feet  thick.  It 
is  erected  upon  the  hillside,  and  therefore  requires 
but  three  outside  walls  for  the  basement.  The 
three  walls  contain  400  perch  of  stone.  The  roof 
required  00,000  shingles,  and  the  sides,  8,000  feet 
of  siding,  made  of  inch  Mooring.  There  are  twenty- 
nine  windows  in  the  barn,  which  is  surmounted  by 
a  cupola  ornamented  with  weather  vanes.       It  will 


stable  thirty  head  of  horses,  100  head  of  cattle,  and 
in  addition,  will  hold  200  tons  of  hay.  The  barn 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  and  was  bnilt  just 
100  years  after  the  Dedarati^m  of  Independence. 
About  eighty  feet  from  the  house  is  a  never-failing 
spring  of  water.  B3'  means  of  hydraulic  pressure, 
water  is  furnished  from  this  spring  to  both  house 
and  barn. 

As  already  stated,  few  men  are  better  known  in 
Washington  County  than  Robert  W.  (Iriflith,  the 
l)ioneer  of  1848.  lie  has  been  industrious  as  the 
d.ay  was  long,  and  in  addition  to  his  general  farm- 
ing, has  made  a  specialt\'  of  stock-raising,  which  has 
been  to  him  a  source  of  considerable  revenue.  His 
grade  of  stock  will  compare  favorabl3-  with  that  of 
any  other  farmer  in  Washington  or  adjoining 
counties.  He  Ikis  alwaj's  been  willing  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  every  public  enterprise,  and  in  the 
construction  of  the  railroads  through  his  section  of 
the  count3',  has  given  much  of  his  means.  His 
home  has  always  been  a  hospitable  one,  himself  and 
wife  doing  all  in  their  power  to  render  comfortable 
and  ha[)py  those  spending  time  beneath  their  roof. 
The  poor,  in  him  have  alwaj's  found  a  friend.  No 
man  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
than  does  Robert  W.  Griffith,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.     See  portrait  upon  an  adjoining  page. 
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^T/ AMES  I'.  BAILEY,  a  retired  farmer,  resides 
in  the  village  of  Ainsworth.  He  wiis  born 
in  Orleans  County,  Vt.,  April  23, 1810,  and  is 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Parsons)  Bai- 
ley, who  wore  also  natives  of  Vermont,  the  former 
of  English  and  the  latter  of  Scotch  descent.  On  a 
farm  in  his  native  county,  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood,  and  received  such  an  education  as  could 
be  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  Vermont  at 
that  time.  In  1834,  he  married  Mary  A.  Hall,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Hctsy  (Morton)  Hall.  They 
were  also  nUtives  of  Vermont,  but  were  of  English 
descent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uailey  have  had  ten  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  living:  Ann,  widow  of  .\lbert  Pearse, 
is  now  residing  in  Louisa  Countj',  Iowa,  and  is  the 
mother  of  four  children — Uriah,  William,  John  and 


*r 


t. 


»  ■  <• 


u 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


487 


George;  Ilosford  married  Fanny  Martin,  bj'  whom 
he  has  two  children — Ilarr}'  and  Fred  ;]CaldweIl 
died  from  typhoid  fever  while  a  soldier  in^the  late 
war;  George  married  Eliza  Hardin,  and  they  have 
two  children — Dorley  and  Lena;  Charles  married 
Mattie  Boden,  and  has  one  child — Clyde;  AVilliam 
married  Ella  Lackey  ;  John  married  Lottie  William- 
son, by  whom  he  has  two  children — John  and  Frank; 
Ottie  married  Emma  Jackson,  and  they  have  two 
children — M3'rtle  and  Noel;  Sadie  is  the  wife  of  U. 
P.  Van  Horn,  of  Louisa  Count}-,  Iowa;  Edgar  is 
deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. While  still  a  resident  of  Vermont,  he  was 
commissioned  a  Colonel  of  the  militia  in  that 
State,  a  title  which  he  has  since  borne.  For  many 
years  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  faith- 
fully discharged  the  duties  of  that  office.  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  he  was  in  very  limited  circum- 
stances, but  through  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, assisted  by  his  good  wife,  whose  wise  coun- 
sels were  often  to  him  a  help,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  acquire  a  nice  property  and  lay  by  a  little,  in 
store  for  a  rainy  day.  No  man  residing  in  Oregon 
Township  enjoys  more  the  respect  of  its  citizens 
than  Col.  Bailey. 
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P^  HILIP     THOMA,    section    36,     Highland 
jlj  Township.     Among  the  many  busy  tillers 

'^  of  the  soil  will  be  found  the  subject  of  this 
personal  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  May  9,  1838,  and  Is  the  son  of  John 
and  Susanna  (Tetters)  Thoma,  who  were  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  but  of  German  descent. 
John  Thoma  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  Nov. 
16,  1798,  and  was  the  father  of  two  children:  Mary 
E.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Ray,  and  Philip,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  former  is  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Thoma,  the  mother,  died  in  1843,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Bunker  Hill  cemetery  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio. 

Philip  Thoma  is  well  worthy  of  representation  in 
this  volume,  for  his  many  excellent  qualities   of 
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head  and  heart.  Almost  from  childhood  he  took 
entire  care  of  his  father,  and  is  entitled  to  great 
credit  on  account  of  his  filial  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion. When  lying  upon  his  death-bed,  his  father 
called  him  to  his  side  and  said,  "Philip,  I  am  going 
home,"  and  even  as  he  gave  his  last  blessing,  his 
spirit  returned  to  its  Maker.  His  death  occurred 
Aug.  28,  1887.  Philip  had  cared  for  him  during 
the  last  thirty  years. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
spent  upon  a  farm,  and  his  education  was  received 
in  the  old  log  school-house,  with  puncheon  floors, 
slab  seats,  greased  paper  for  windows,  and  corres- 
ponding furniture.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  and  ever  afterward  adopted 
the  plan  that  -'Honesty  is  the  best  policy,"  or  at 
least,  the  best  principle.  He  first  rented  a  farm  in 
his  native  State,  but  decided  to  come  West,  and 
in  1857  came  to  loWa  County,  Iowa,  and  bought 
forty  acres  of  land,  where  he  remained  for  a  short 
time,  then,  in  1869,  bought  120  acres  upon  section 
36  in  Highland  Township,  on  which  he  built  a 
frame  building,  and  began  improvements  by  set- 
ting out  a  large  number  of  the  trees  and  shrubbery 
which  are  now  admired  bj'  the  stranger.  While 
hauling  the  building  material  for  his  house  Mr. 
Thoma  often  heard  the  wolves  howling  in  the  prai- 
rie grass,  which  was  then  higher  than  the  horses' 
backs.  He  has  since  made  additions  to  his  farm, 
until  he  now  owns  200  acres  of  good  land,  with  all 
the  necessary  buildings  for  a  well-regulated  farm, 
together  with  all  the  modern  farm  machinery.  He 
has  a- fine  lot  of  graded  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and 
is  second  to  none  as  a  farmer  in  Washington 
County.  He  is  a  public-spirited  man,  and  his  time 
and  money  are  ready  to  help  in  all  measures  that 
tend  to  the  advancement  and  education  of  society. 
By  his  timely  assistance  many  have  been  aided  on 
the  road  to  prosperity,  and  notwithstanding  all  his 
adversities  he  has  steadily  advanced  his  own  in- 
terests. Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
plain  and  outspoken  in  his  views,  though  honest 
and  charitable  to  a  fault. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1861,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Fordice,  a  native  of  Mc- 
Lean County,  111.,  born  Dec.  31,  1842,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Dean)    Fordice,   who 


Tl 

1 


t 


.t 


488 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  but  of  Scotch  descent. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tiioiua  have  been  blessed  with  six 
children:  Mary  E.,  born  Dec.  9,  1861,  the  wife  of 
Irvin  Scott,  a  farmer  in  Iowa  Township,  Washing- 
ton County;  John  P.,  born  May  II,  l«G2;Aniy  S., 
born  JIarch  20,  1863,  is  the  wife  of  James  Y.  Fos- 
ter, a  farmer  of  Highland  Township;  George  W., 
born  Dec.  5,  1867;  Ulysses  S.,  born  Sept  19,  1869; 
Maggie  L.,  born  Dec.  18,  1871,  died  Oct.  17,  1875. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thoma  are  members  of  the  United 
Bretliren  in  Christ,  are  ever  forward  in  Christian 
duty,  and  their  good  works  will  live  in  coming 
years.  It  is  in  such  homes  as  this  that  many  have 
cheerfully  endured  the  privations  and  heroically 
borne  the  many  burdens  allotted  the  pioneers  of 
Washington  County.  Mr.  Tlionia  never  sought 
odice.  but  has  lilled  several  of  the  various  township 
otHces.  He  has  been  one  of  the  many  whose  push 
and  perseverance  have  made  good  homes  out  of  liie 
wild  lands  of  the  new  West. 


P'-  '^RANK  CRITZ,  Treasurer  of  Washington 
)  Count}-,  .and  one  of  its  most  prominent  and 
best-known  citizens,  was  born  in  Alsace, 
France,  April  12,  lt<39.  His  parents,  Joseph  and 
Magdalene  (Schlagel)  Critz,  were  also  natives  of 
that  country.  The  family  emigrated  to  America 
in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  first  located  in  Lee  County, 
Iowa,  where  they  remained  two  years,  and  then 
came  to  Washington  County  and  located  in  English 
River  Township,  the  father  entering  160  acres  of 
wild  prairie  laud,  on  which  he  built  a  log  cabin  and 
commenced  to  improve  a  farm.  He  was  only  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  his  home  in  this  new  world  about 
five  3'ears,  dying  in  1854.  His  wife  preceded  him 
to  the  future  world  the  previous  year.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  from 
childhood.  They  were  an  industrious  couple,  hon- 
est and  upright  in  all  their  dealings,  and  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

When  the  family  came  to  America  Frank  was 
but  a  l.ad  of  eight  j'ears,  and  was  but  ten  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Washington  County.  Here  he 
grew  to  man's  estate,  received  his  education  in  the 
i)ione(!r  log  school-house,  and  has  since  continued 
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to  live.  Until  sixteen  years  of  .age  he  remained 
upon  his  father's  farm  assisting  in  the  work.  At 
that  time  he  entered  the  store  of  Nathan  Littler, 
at  Richmond,  as  a  clerk,  and  there  remained  two 
j'ears,  giving  entire  satisf.action  to  his  employer. 
He  then  went  to  Iowa  City,  and  for  the  next  two 
and  a  half  years  w.as  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  P.  P. 
Freeman  and  N.  Kuhne.  Returning  to  Richmond, 
in  companj'  with  Michael  .Smith  he  eng.aged  in  the 
general  mercantile  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
.Smith  <fe  Critz.  This  w.as  early  in  1801.  The  war 
for  the  Union  w.as  now  in  progress,  and  men  were 
needed  to  light  the  battles  of  their  country,  to  help 
put  down  the  Rebellion.  Though  born  upon  a  for- 
eign soil  it  was  that  country  that  gave  to  the  Amer- 
ican colonies  in  the  hour  of  their  trial  a  LaFayette, 
and  like  that  immortal  General,  he  too.  offered  his 
services  at  a  time  when  men  were  needed  to  save 
what  LaFayette  helped  to  create. 

In  response  to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln,  in 
August,  1862,  Mr.  Critz  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Co.  K,  30th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  at  the  organization 
of  the  company  was  elected  First  Serge.ant.  With 
the  regiment  he  was  mustered  into  the  service  at 
Keokuk,  Sept.  23,  1862.  In  .all  the  battles  and 
campaigns  of  the  regiment,  Mr.  Critz  participated. 
After  its  muster  in  at  Keokuk,  it  w.as  sent  to  Ben- 
ton Barracks,  near  St.  Louis,  and  fri>m  there  to 
Helena,  Ark.,  where  it  went  into  camp.  The  first 
expedition  in  whicii  it  participated  was  to  t>akland. 
Miss.,  under  Gen.  Hovey,  where  it  remained  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  returned  to  Helena.  It  next 
formed  part  of  the  expedition  under  .Sherman  up 
the  Yazoo  River.  In  the  eng.agement  at  Arkansas 
Post,  Comp.any  K  had  two  men  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  Young's  Point  was  the  next  objective 
point,  and  there  it  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Jack- 
son, Miss.,  after  which  it  formed  a  part  of  the  force 
under  Grant  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  In  the 
memorable  charge  on  the  rebel  works  May  22,  Col. 
Abbott  and  several  other  ollicers  were  killed.  After 
the  surrender  of  the  rebels  at  \'icksburg,  July  4, 
1863,  the  regiment  was  in  the  command  under 
Sherman  sent  in  pursuit  of  Johnston,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  second  battle  of  Jackstm.  On  thi.s 
occasion  .Sergt.  Critz  was  promoted  First  Lieuten- 
ant for  meritorious  conduct.     In  August,  1863,  he 
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obtained  leave  of  absence  and  came  home  for  a 
short  visit,  rejoining  his  company  and  regiment  at 
Corinth.  As  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
it  was  In  the  fight  at  Clierokee  (Station,  where  Col. 
Torrence,  its  second  commanding  officer,  was  iiilled. 
The  next  engagement  in  which  the  30th  took  part 
was  at  Lookout  Mountain,  where  it  was  part  of 
Osterhaus'  Division.  The  night  after  the  battle 
the  30th  lay  upon  the  peak.  Two  days  later,  under 
Gen.  Hooker,  it  was  in  the  battle  of  Ringgold.  It 
was  next  marched  back  to  Paint  Rock,  Ala.,  on 
the  railroad  leading  to  Chattanooga,  where  it  went 
into  camp  for  the  winter. 

In  April,  18(>4,  Lieut.  Critz  was  detailed  as  aide 
to  Gen.  C.  R.  Wood,  who  had  command  of  the 
1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  of  the  15th  Armj'  Corps, 
and  was  with  that  General  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  They  first  started  upon  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, marched  through  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and 
fought  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Dallas  and  Kennesaw 
Mountain.  In  the  last  engagement  Lieut.  Critz 
was  shot  through  the  hand,  and  then  received  leave 
of  absence  for  forty  daj's  and  returned  home.  On 
the  expiration  of  his  furlough  he  rejoined  his  com- 
mand one  week  before  it  made  the  flank  movement 
on  Jonesboro.  After  the  surrender  of  Atlanta  they 
went  into  camp  until  the  withdrawal  of  Hood, 
when  they  followed  to  Gaylesville,  and  from  thence 
went  on  Sherman's  famous  march  to  the  sea.  Gen. 
Wood  was  now  in  command  of  the  1st  Division, 
Lieut.  Critz  still  being  upon  his  staff.  The  1st 
Division  fought  the  battle  near  Macon,  and  did 
eflfeclive  service  at  all  times  upon  the  march.  After 
reaching  Savannah  it  was  sent  through  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  was  the  first  to  cross  the  river  and  enter 
into  Columbia.  It  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Ben- 
tonville,  N.  C.  the  last  battle  of  the  war,  and  was 
at  Raleigh  when  Johnston  surrendered.  From  here 
it  marched  to  Washington,  and  was  in  the  grand 
review.  Lieut.  Critz,  after  nearly  three  years'  hard 
service,  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  5,  1865,  and  received  his 
discharge  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  a  few  daj's  after- 
ward. 

Returning  to  Richmond  on   the  5th   of  July,  he 
again  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  forming 
a  partnership    with    N.  Littler,  with  whom  he  first 
4*  — 


clerked.  Mr.  Littler  subsequently  retired,  while 
Mr.  Critz  still  holds  an  interest  in  the  establishment. 
In  the  mercantile  business  he  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful, having  at  all  times  a  good  trade,  and  cann- 
ing a  good  stock  of  goods.  Rolitieally,  Mr.  Critz 
is  a  Republican,  and  by  that  party  was  elected 
County  Treasurer  in  the  fail  of  1885,  which  office 
he  now  fills  with  credit  to  himself,  and  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Critz  has  been  twice  married ;  first  in  May, 
18G1,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Dunkle,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Caspar  Dunkle,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Iowa 
City.  By  this  union  there  are  three  living  children  : 
Albert,  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  wholesale  grocery 
house  in  Muscatine;  Charles  H.,  who  manages  the 
store  in  Richmond,  and  Nettie,  who  is  living  at 
home.  Mrs.  Critz  died  in  1872.  She  was  a  de- 
vout member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  a 
sincere  Cliristian  woman.  Mr.  Critz'  second  wife 
was  Miss  Helen  Fettweis,  born  in  Iowa  City,  and  a 
daughter  of  Anthony  Fettweis,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1874.  They  have  three  children — Es- 
tella,  Leo  and  Irraa. 

Lieut.  Critz  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  his  wife  also  being  a  member  of  that  body. 
He  is  a  man  well  known  and  uuiversallj^  esteemed, 
with  strong  social  qualities  that  make  for  him  many 
friends.  Commencing  life  in  poverty,  by  industry, 
thrift  and  economy  he  has  accumulated  enough 
wealth  to  render  him  and  his  family  comfortable 
during  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

ICHARD  L.  PATTISON,  one  of  the  few 
distinctive  pioneers  of  AV^ashington  County 
yet  living,  resides  upon  section  2,  township 
75  north,  of  range  8  west,  an  attachment  to 
Washington  Township.  He  was  born  in  Bracken 
County,  Ky.,  in  September,  1810,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Mary  (Marsh)  Pattison.  In  1828  he 
went  to  Indiana,  where  he  helped  his  father  clear 
up  a  farm.  In  1839  he  came  to  Washington 
Count}',  Iowa,  and  purchased  a  claim  of  160  acres 
of  land,  on  which  he  afterward  secured  the  deed, 
obtaining  the  mone^'  for  that  purpose  bj'  the  sale 
of  a  iiog  which  he  raised  and  drove  to  Burlington. 
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On  the  .'VI  of  Alarcli.  1833.  lip  was  united  in  mar- 
riage witii  Miss  Emily  Talbott.  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky. They  are  the  parents  of  eight  children : 
Klizabetli  Jane,  the  wife  of  ^I.  C.  .Soutiiard.  of 
Wa3"ne  Countj',  Iowa;  Mary  Harriet  died  June  8, 
1840,  aged  four  years;  Sarah  K.,  the  wife  of  S.  S. 
Oarretl,  resides  near  Crawfordsville,  Iowa;  James 
T.,  now  living  in  Barton  County,  Mo.;  Annie  E.. 
who  married  George  W.  Bn>wn,  of  Washington, 
died  in  the  spring  of  1804;  .lohn  T.,  of  Franklin 
Township;  Richard  H.  died  in  1808  while  on  bis 
waj'  to  Montana;  Patience  is  the  wife  of  Adam 
Genkinger,  a  farmer  of  Franklin  Township. 

Wiicn  Mr.  Fattison  first  settled  in  \\  ashington 
County,  tlie  Indians  were  quite  numerous,  though 
thej'  never  molested  liim.  The  only  trouble  ex- 
perienced wjison  account  of  their  habit  of  begging. 
It  is  believed  that  he  tended  the  first  crop  of  corn 
that  was  raised  in  \A'ashington  County',  in  which  a 
horse-team  was  used.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Grand  Jury  that  everassembled  in  the  county, 
and  attended  the  first  court.  Judge  Williams  pre- 
siding. His  recollection  of  past  events  is  very 
vivid  indeed.  He  has  cut  and  split  rails  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  hundred.  He  brought  the  first  set 
of  carpenter's  tools  into  this  county,  and  for  a  time 
made  all  the  coffins  and  furniture  that  were  made. 
Burlington  was  his  trading  point  for  a  number  of 
j'cars.  His  nearest  neighbor  at  that  time  w.as  one 
and  a  half  miles  away,  and  there  were  only  about 
twenty-five  families  in  the  countj'.  The  changes 
that  have  since  been  made  are  wonderful  indeed, 
and  to  such  men  as  Richard  L.  raltison  is  the 
credit  due  for  what  the  present  generation  now  en- 
jo\'s.  He  has  tended  forty-seven  crops  in  succes- 
sion on  his  place. 

J.  T.  Pattison,  the  son  of  Richard  L.  Pattison, 
was  born  in  W.ishington  Countj'  in  1843.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  tlie  county.  He  was  married, 
in  1881,  to  Miss  Harriet  Pattison.  also  a  native  of 
this  C(juntj'.  They  have  two  children :  Bertha, 
born  Jan.  5,  1882,  and  Ere  R.  in  1887.  Mr.  Pat- 
tison himself  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  and  has  never  sjjent  six  months  of  his  lime 
away  from  it.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
witli   his  fatiier,  and  has  worked  at  the  same  a  part 


of  his  time,  but  has  usually  followed  farming. 
His  aged  parents  are  living  with  him,  and  he  h.as 
entire  charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  as  a  dutiful 
son,  is  <loing  what  he  can  to  brighten  the  lives  of 
his  i)arent^  during  the  reniaindcM-  uf  their  stay  on 
earth.  In  polities,  he  is  liberal,  ami  is  at  tlie  same 
time  a  strong  temperance  man. 

EWIS  C.  WIESON,  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  the  Christian  Churuh,  resides  upou  a 
farm  in  C'Liy  Township,  near  the  village  of 
Brighton.  He  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Har- 
risburg,  Fayette  County,  Oct.  20,  1837.  His 
father,  Edmund  Wilson,  was  a  native  of  Putnam 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  removed  to  Fayette  County, 
Ind.,  at  an  early  da3%  and  there  married  Emily 
Kellej-,  b3'  whom  he  h.ad  five  sons:  Lewis  C,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles  8.,  who  served 
nearly  three  3'ears  in  the  123d  Indiana  Infantry, 
now  resides  in  W.iyne  Count3',  Ind.;  .Sauford  is  a 
farmer,  residing  in  Henry  Couut3',  Ind.;  Emer3'  is 
a  hardware  salesman,  in  Indianapolis,  and  George 
F.  resides  on  the  old  hoiiR'stead,  in  Faj'ette 
Count3'. 

Edmund  Wilson  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a 
man  of  limited  education,  but  of  strong  mind  and 
good  judgment.  In  earl3'  life  he  was  a  Whig,  and 
a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay.  He  was  strongly 
opposed  to  slaver3',  and  did  not  fear  to  express 
himself  freely  on  that  question.  He  is  now  living 
a  retired  life  in  Wayne  Count3',  Ind.  Religiousl3', 
he  is  connected  with  the  Christian  Church,  of  which 
bod3'  his  wife  was  also  a  member.  She  died  some 
years  ago  in  Fayette  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  the 
five  sons,  and  spent  his  earl3'  life  on  the  farm,  and 
in  attendance  upon  the  common  schools  three 
months  in  the  year,  in  addition  to  which  instruc- 
tion he  attended  a  seminar3'  at  Dublin,  Ind.,  one 
term,  and  also  one  at  a  seminary  in  Fa3-ette 
Count3-,  Ind.,  of  which  B.  R.  \an  Buskirk  was  Prin- 
cipal. In  the  winter  of  18;'>8-.59  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching.  On  the  29th  of  December,  1859, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  W. 
Treadwa3',  a  daughter  of  Judge  Treadwa3',  also  of 
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Fayette  Country,  Iiul.  She  was  born  in  Bentou- 
ville,  Ind.,  in  1837,  and  previous  to  lier  marriage 
had  taught  several  terms  of  public  school.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilson  are  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Omer,  Indianola  and  Hermon. 

In  the  spring  of  1860  Lewis  C.  \Vilson  moved 
on  a  farm,  where  he  remained  one  year.  In 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  3d  Ind.  Vol. 
Cav.,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Indianapolis,  from 
which  place  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  regiment  spent  the  first  summer  in 
lower  Maryland,  near  the  Potamac  River,  and  in 
the  spring  of  18G2  it  moved  across  the  river,  and 
commenced  an  active  summer  campaign.  On  the 
23d  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson  was  taken  prisoner 
while  about  twenty  miles  south  of  I'redericksburg, 
Va.,  and  was  taken  to  Libby  Prison,  and  afterward 
Belle  Island.  He,  however,  did  not  long  remain 
a  prisoner  of  war,  and  on  being  exchanged  rejoined 
his  regiment,  which  was  then  on  an  expedition 
against  Lee  in  Maryland.  He  was  in  the  battles  of 
Poolsville,  Boonsboro,  Middletown,  South  Mount- 
ain and  Antietam,  which  ended  the  campaign  for 
that  year.  The  regiment  then  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia, crossing  the  river  below  Harper's  Ferry, 
following  the  enemy  along  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
having  skirmishes  nearly  every  day.  At  Culpeper 
the  regiment  remained  some  time,  and  then  was 
sent  into  Maryland,  and  while  on  this  expedition, 
fought  the  battle  of  Beverley  Ford,  where  it  nearly 
captured  Lee's  headquarters,  getting,  however,, 
some  of  his  papers.  It  followed  the  enemy  to 
Upperville,  where  another  severe  fight  was  had,  the 
3d  Indiana  Cavalry  camping  on  the  battle-field. 
Crossing  the  river  at  Edward's  Ferry,  they  went 
to  Gettysburg,  and  camped  about  a  mile  from  the 
town,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  Jul^-,  the 
company  was  attacked  by  the  enemy. 

Some  time  previous  to  this  Mr.  Wilson  had  been 
promoted  from  a  private  to  a  First  Lieutenant, 
and  was  in  command  of  his  company  at  this  time. 
Following  the  enemy  on  its  retreat  into  the  rear 
of  Gettysburg,  they  had  several  skirmishes,  and 
captured  several  prisoners.  They  went  as  far  as 
Culpeper,  where  later  commenced  the  Wilderness 
campaign.  The  3d  Indiana  Cavalry  was  the  first 
to  cross  the  Chickahominy,  being  sent  forward  to 
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make  a  feint,  that  they  might  draw  the  attention  of 
Gen.  Lee,  while  Grant  made  a  forward  move. 
After  three  weeks'  constant  marching  and  fighting 
in  the  Wilderness,  the  eomiiany  went  into  camp 
and  rested  for  three  or  four  days,  then,  with  three 
days'  rations,  the  second  division  of  cavalry,  of 
which  the  3d  Indiana  formed  a  part,  started  upon 
the  famous  Wilson  raid,  the  object  being  to  de- 
stroy the  railroads  over  which  Lee's  army  got  their 
supplies.  This  raid  was  most  successfully  carried 
out,  railroads,  depots  and  water  tanks  being  de- 
stroyed wherever  they  went.  For  ten  days  the 
men  were  almost  continuously  in  the  saddle,  and 
lived  off  the  country.  While  returning  from  this 
raid  they  met  the  whole  force  of  Wade  Hampton 
at  Reeras  Station,  on  the  Weldon  Railroad.  By 
this  time  the  men  were  so  used  up  they  slept  in 
their  saddles,  and  the  horses  were  so  jaded  they 
could  haidlj'  haul  the  guns.  When  they  found 
Wade  Hampton's  full  force  was  in  front  of  them 
a  council  of  war  was  held,  and  it  was  concluded 
best  to  retreat.  They  entered  Grant's  lines  at  Ft. 
Powhattan,  near  City  Point.  This  was  the  last 
service  of  the  regiment,  it  being  mustered  out 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  in  September,  1864. 

On  returning  home  Mr.  Wilson  embarked  in  the 
dry-goods  business,  at  Dublin,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued about  one  year.  While  engaged  in  trade 
at  Dublin  he  occasionally  preached  to  the  people 
of  that  place,  his  services  being  quite  acceptable, 
and  feeling  both  inclined  and  urged  to  by  othei's, 
he  has  since  been  engaged  "in  the  ministry  of  the 
Word,  and  is  a  recognized  evangelist  of  the 
Christian  Church.  In  the  fall  of  1871  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1872,  and  then  came  to  Washington 
County,  and  settled  in  Brighton,  serving  three 
congregations,  Brighton,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Colum- 
bus City. 

In  order  that  he  might  give  his  children  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  collegiate  education,  Mr.  Wilson 
returned  to  Indiana  in  1882,  and  located  at  Irving- 
ton,  Marion  County,  his  children  entering  Butler 
University.  Here  he  remained  six  3'ears,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1887  returned  to  Washington 
Count}',  and  settled  upon  his  farm  near  the  village 
of  Brighton,  where   he  now  resides.      In  his  minis- 
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terial  labors  Mr.  Wilson  is  <|uite  popular,  both  in- 
side and  outside  the  Church.  He  is  a  plain  yet 
forcible  speaker,  and  is  well  posted  upon  all  theo- 
logical (|ui-stiuns.  Both  himself  and  family  are 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  the  neighborhood 
where  they  reside,  and  by  all  who  know  them. 
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JOSEPH  BADGER,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  18,  Franklin  Township,  is  the  owner 
of  160  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  on  which  are 
improvements  of  a  first-class  order.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Washing- 
ton County,  coming  here  in  1845,  one  year  before 
the  admission  o(  Iowa  as  a  Stsitc.  He  is  a  native 
of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  born  Nov.  23.  1817, 
and  is  the  son  of  Lucius  and  Huldah  P.  (Prindle) 
Badger,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and. 
af  Scotch-Irish  descent,  the  latter  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont and  English  descent.  His  parents  came  to 
this  county  in  18G2,  remained  a  few  years,  and 
then  wont  to  Appanoose  County,  Iowa,  where  they 
have  since  died. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  u|)(jn  a 
farm,  and  made  farming  his  business  through  life. 
He  was  niarrie<l  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  Seiit. 
19,  18;i'J,  to  Marilla  Uoberts,  daughter  of  Mar(iuis 
and  Lourou  (Beech)  Roberts,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  She  was  born 
in  Truml)ull  Count}',  Ohio,  Jan.  11,  1821.  Seven 
children  have  been  born  unto  them,  six  of  whom 
are  living:  E.  .T.  married  Corintha  A.  Peltou,  liy 
whom  he  had  seven  childrc]) — Stella,  Anna,  Edith, 
Edwin  and  Karnusl:  John  and  an  infant  are  de- 
ceased. E.  P.  married  Klizalielli  Durmaii,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living — 
Minnie,  Ozro,  Clarence  and  Alva;  the  deceased 
arc  Marquis,  Lizzie  and  an  infant.  E.  F.  married 
Delia  Elliott;  they  arc  tiic  parents  of  live  children — 
Burdette,  Beulah,  Bernicc,  Blauciie  and  Byron. 
Cornelia  L.  is  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Mc(iehee;  they 
liave  two  children — Mary  and  Edwin. y~C.  N.  is  at 
home;  L.  P.,  deceased,  married  Emma  Etters;the3' 
had  one  child — Elmer. 

IVIr.  and  Mrs.  Badger  are  members  of  the  Con- 
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gregational  Church.  After  building  his  first  log 
cabin  in  this  count}',  which  was  sixteen  feet  square, 
Mr.  Badger  had  but  forty-five  cents  left  with  which 
to  commence  life  in  a  new  country.  But  he  did 
not  despair  of  success.  Having  willing  hands  and 
with  a  loving  wife  who  was  ever  ready  to  assist,  he 
determined  to  i)ush  forward,  believing  that  in  time 
success  would  crown  his  clTorts.  \Vhilc  not  pos- 
sessed of  an  abundance  of  wealth,  he  yet  has  enough 
tokccj)  him  and  his  loving  com|)anion  during  the 
remainder  of  their  journey  of  life.  Few  of  the 
pioneers  of  Washington  Count}'  are  better  known, 
and  none  more  universally  respected  than  Joseph 
Badger  and  wife.     Politically,  he  is  a   Republican. 


OHN  C.  SWIFT  resides  on  section  18,  Oregon 
Township,  and  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
an<l  stock-raising.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Connell)  Swift,  both  of  whom  are 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  wlio  there  died  some  years 
ago.  The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  has  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  successfully  thus  far  through  life. 
The  place  which  gave  him  birth  and  which  has  given 
birth  to  some  of  the  greatest  statesmen,  warriors 
and  theologians  that  have  ever  lived  and  which  for 
so  many  years  has  been  oppressed  by  foreign  power, 
he  realized  was  no  place  for  one  who  desired  to 
occupy  an  honorable  place  in  life,  therefore,  in 
1850,  he  crossed  the  sea  to  the  land  which  has  been 
the  home  of  the  oppressed  for  so  many  years,  the 
United  States  of  America, 

Our  subject  settled  first  at  New  York,  where  he 
remained  six  years,  and  then  traveled  through 
Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  and  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Civil  War,  was  a  resident  of  the  latter 
State.  In  1 865,  he  came  to  AVashington  County, 
Iowa,  and  purchased  ninety-six  acres  of  land,  where 
he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  and  to  which  he 
has  added  by  subsequent  purchase  enough  to  make 
a  farm  of  200  acres,  which  he  has  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  on  which  is  a  fine  residence,  a 
good  barn,  and  other  necessary  out-buildings,  all 
of  which  are  the  proceeds  of  his  own  industry. 
Mr.  Swift  was  married  inGalesburg,  111.,  in  1863, 
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to  Mary  Rimmer,  a  native  of  England,  born  in 
1844,  but  who^came  to  America  when  five  years  of 
age.  They  became  tlie  parents  of  thirteen  children, 
ten  of  whom  are  now  living — George,  Mary  E., 
Margaret,  Catherine,  John  F.,  Tresa,  Agnes,  Julia, 
Gertrude  and  Martha.  The  deceased  were  John  C, 
Tresa  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  .Swift  is^_truly  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Washington  County,  and  as  such  well 
deserves  a  place  in  the  BiotiRAPHiCAL  Album. 
Commencing;life  without]a  dollar,  by  the  labor  of 
his  own  hands,  he  accumulated  considerable  proper- 
ty, but  unfortunately  twice  lost  his  entire  earnings. 
With  an  indomitable  will,  he  continued  to  press  on, 
and  witli  that  experience  born  of  reverses,  he  has 
pressed  on  until,  as  already  stated,  he  is  the  posses- 
sor of  a  farm  of  200  acres,  and  which  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  in  Oregon  Township.  He  is  a  man 
who  stands  well  in  the  community  in  which  he 
resides,  'and  is  honorable  and  straightforward  in 
all  his  dealings.  He  and  his  family  are  all  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 

eYRUS  BUSH,  farmer  and  "stoclv-raiser,  sec- 
tion  36,  township  77,  range  8,  lying  within 
the  civil  township  of  English  River,  came  to 
Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1853,  and  to  his  present  farm 
April  7,  1854.  He  was  born  in  Concord  Township, 
Fayette  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  18,  1818,  and  is  the  son 
of  Leonard  and  Catherine  (Bowers)  Bush.  The 
pioneer  schools  of  his  native  State  gave  him  a 
knowledge  of  the  common  branches  of  an  English 
education,  and  the  work  of  the  farm  on  which  he 
was  reared  developed  physical  endurance  which 
has  stood  him  well  in  life.  C4rowing  to  man's  es- 
tate, on  the  20th  of  September,  1842,  he  wedded 
Miss  Mar}^  Miller,  also  a  native  of  Faj-ette  County, 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Hagler) 
Miller.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  marriage : 
Noah,  born  in  Faj-ette  County,  Ohio,  April  16, 
1844,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Seventy-Six 
Township;  he  married  Miss  Mary  Scribner,  by 
whom  he  has  eight  children,  four  boys  and  four 
girls;  Delitha,  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  Oct. 
16,  1847,  is  now  the    wife  of  Frank  Curry,  and  is 


living  near  What  Cheer,  Iowa;  they  have  eight 
children,  three  boys  and  five  girls,  all  living  but 
one  son;  three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  died 
in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Bush  died  May  29,  1850,  and  .Sept.  22,  1850, 
Mr.  Bush  wedded  Miss  Mary  B.  Walters,  a  native 
of  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  born  Nov.  2,  1 824,  and 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  (Babb)  Walters. 
Nine  children  were  born  of  the  second  marriage, 
six  boys  and  three  girls,  all  of  whom  are  living  at 
this  date:  Isaiah,  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
Dec.  5,  1851,  grew  to  manhood  in  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  married  Ida  Mauck,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Jackson  Township ;  the3'  have 
one  child,  a  son.  Emma,  born  Jan.  24,  1853,  in 
Fayette  Count3',  Ohio,  grew  to  womanhood  in 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Prof.  S.  F.  Wright,  of  Keota,  Iowa;  they  have 
two  sons.  Otha  E.,  born  Nov.  8, 1854,  in  Washing- 
ton County ,  Iowa,  married  Ida  Boyer,  b}'  whom 
he  has  two  daughters;  they  live  near  Keota,  in  Keo- 
kuk County;  Dennis  S.,  born  Sept.  1, 1856,  resides  at 
home ;  Ella,  born  April  4, 1 858,  is  the  wife  of  Samp- 
son Babb,  and  now  resides  in  Cedar  Township, 
Washington  County;  they  have  six  children  living, 
three  boys  and  three  girls.  James  H.,  born  Dec. 
30,  1860,  married  Mary  E.  Shields,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child,  a  daughter;  they  reside  in  Denver,  Col. 
Jacob,  born  Nov.  14,  1863,  married  Hettie  Bower- 
seock,  and  is  now  living  in  English  River  Town- 
ship; Azel  W.,  born  May  5,  1865,  is  now  living  in 
Correction ville,  Iowa;  Mary  Eva,  born  June  11, 
1868,  is  now  the  wife  of  Amos  Durst,  and  is  living 
in  Jackson  Township. 

On  the  6th  day  of  September,  1853,  Mr.  Bush, 
with  his  family,  left  his  old  home  in  Ohio,  and  came 
by  team  directl}'  to  Iowa,  and  wintered  in  Marion 
County.  In  the  spring  of  1854,  he  came  to  En- 
glish River  Township,  and  settled  upon  his  jjresent 
farm,  which  consists  of  471  acres  of  finely  improved 
land  ;  he  had  a  farm  of  240  acres  before  in  the  same 
town,  and  sold  it.  In  1857,  in  connection  with 
farming,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade  at 
Richmond,  continuing  in  the  same  until  1861. 
With  the  exception  of  these  four  years,  he  has  all 
his  life  been  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  farmers  in  Washington  County. 
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In  early  life,  Mr.  lUish  was  a  Whig,  but  on  the 
formation  of  the  Reiniblican  party  he  adopted  its 
principles,  and  has  ever  since  voted  with  that  party. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Washington  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  two  terms,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  during  the  contracting  and  build- 
ing of  the  new  court-house.  Ko  taint  of  corrup- 
tion clings  to  his  skirt.  In  addition  to  this  oflice, 
he  has  held  the  minor  offices  in  his  townsiiip,  and 
always  with  satisf.action  to  his  constituents. 

In  his  religious  views,  Mr.  Bush  is  liberal,  hold- 
ing membership  with  no  religious  society.  Mrs. 
Bush  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  A  true  man,  one  who  ever  endeavors  to 
live  up  to  the  Golden  Rule,  he  is  well  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  the  county,  and  no  man  is 
more  universally  respected.  For  more  than  a  third 
of  a  century  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  Washington 
County.  On  his  coming,  almost  the  entire  State 
was  an  unclaimed  wilderness;  the  shriek  of  the  iron 
horse  had  never  been  heard.  To-day  every  county 
in  the  fair  State  is  crossed  bj-  iron  bands,  and  to 
every  county  seat  huge  locomotives  drawing  tons 
of  living  freight,  daily  go  and  come.  In  the 
work  of  transformation,  Cj'rus  Bush  has  borne  liis 
part.     All  honor  to  such  men. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Bush  accompanies  this 
sketch,  which  cannot  help  being  well  pleasing  to 
every  rea<ler  of  the  Alkum. 


iEV.  JOHN  LACKEY,  a  minister  of  the 
United  Presbj'terian  Church,  Washington, 
was  born  in  Crawford  County',  Pa.,  Oct. 
^^  18,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and 
Mary  (Kelly)  Lackey.  Robert  Lackey  was  also  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  being  among  those  known  as  minute 
men.  With  others  he  w.as  detailed  to  help  prepare 
the  Heet  under  Commodore  Perry.  He  w.os  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Kelly,  born  in  Carlisle,  Pa.  'I'hcy 
settled  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  near  Meadsville, 
and  reared  a  family  of  eight  children:  Margaret 
married  Robert  McConaughey,  of  that  count}',  and 
died     there;    Elizabeth,    now    deceased,    married 


George  Foster,  alsf>  of  Crawft)rd  County,  Pa.:  .Tcn- 
nette  married  Hugh  Blair,  and  died  in  her  native 
county,  near  Lyonsville;  Mary  married  John  Mc- 
Kay, of  the  same  countj';  Rev.  John  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Robert  C.  grew  to  manhood  and 
was  among  the  first  to  start  to  California  after  the 
discovery  of  gold  there,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
been  killed  on  the  way;  David  M.  settled  in  Kan- 
sas at  an  early  day,  locating  a  claim  with  a  Tand 
warrant;  when  trouble  occurred  growing  <,(Ut  of  the 
attempt  to  enforce  slavery  on  that  Territory",  he 
was  among  the  number  who  opposed  with  force  the 
border  ruffians  of  Missouri  in  their  wicked  attempt 
to  thwart  the  will  of  the  people.  When  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  a  Kansas 
regiment,  and  while  u|)on  the  Blunt  campaign  con- 
tracted a  disease  from  which  he  died  a  few  da^'s 
after  being  sent  home;  William  S.  enlisted  in  the 
101st  Pennsylvania  Infantrj-,  was  with  McClellan 
before  Richmond,  being  afterward  transferred  to 
a  New  York  battery,  was  sent  to  North  Carolina 
under  Burnside,  and  while  engaged  at  Roanoke 
Island,  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Anderson- 
ville,  where  he  was  starved  so  he  could  scarcely  walk, 
and  then  sent  to  Fk)rence,  S.  C,  where  he  died. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lackey  were  members  of  the  old  Se- 
ceders'  Church,  the  former  dying  in  that  faith. 
The  latter  transferred  her  membershi|)  to  the  United 
Presbyterians,  and  died  a  member  of  that  body. 
Thej'  were  honest  and  upright  people,  and  de- 
servedly' were  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
them. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  ujion  his 
father's  farm,  where  he  remained  till  seventeen 
j'cars  of  age,  assisting  in  the  farm  work,  and  as  the 
opportunity  was  afforded,  attending  the  common 
subscription  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  By  his 
father's  advice  he  was  then  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  serving  four  years,  receiving  for 
his  services  during  the  time  his  board  and  clothes 
with  three  months'  schooling,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
ai)prenticcship  a  suit  of  good  clothes  and  a  set  of 
bench  i)lanes.  The  year  following  he  worked  as  a 
jo\irneynian  carpenter,  and  then  commenced  con- 
tracting and  working  for  hini.-^elf. 

Realizing  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone, 
on  the  1  (jth  of  October,   1 84ii,  Rev.   Jolin    Lackey 
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was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  L.  Rog- 
ers, a  native  of  Venango  County,  Pa.,  born  Sept. 
27,  1825.  There  were  born  to  them  seven  children, 
five  daughters  and  two  sons :  Mary  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Rev.  William  M.  Howie,  pastor  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  congregation  of  Walton,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y. ;  he  is  a  graduate  of  Monmoutii  College, 
and  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Xenia,  Ohio; 
Margaret  E.  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  at 
Monmoutii,  111.,  and  the  Te.ichers'  Training  School 
of  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  is  now  te.aching  in  the 
public  schools  of  Atlantic,  Iowa;  Ralph  E.  was  edu- 
cated at  Washington  Academy  and  Monmouth 
College,  111.,  and  graduated  from  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Xenia,  Ohio;  he  is  now  pastor  of  the 
United  I'resbyterian  Congregation  at  Glade  Run, 
Butler  Co.,  Pa.;  Clara  G.,  a  classic  graduate  of 
AVashington  Academy,  and  teacher  in  the  public 
schools,  married  Rev.  David  McCaw,  p.astor  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Congregation  at  Kittanning, 
Pa. ;  Zilpha  A.  graduated  in  the  Washington  Acad- 
emy, classic  course,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teach- 
ing at  Atlantic,  Iowa;  John  M.  graduated  in  the 
classic  course  at  Washington  Academy,  and  in  the 
Iowa  State  University  Short-hand  School.  He  is  a 
short-hand  reporter,  and  is  now  employed  in  the 
Treasurj'  Department  at  Washington.  D.  C. ;  Aug. 
24,  1886,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bell 
Miller,  of  Vinton,  Iowa.  Henrietta  R.  is  a  graduate 
of  Washington  High  School  and  teacher  in  the  pub- 
lic schools;  she  was  united  in  marriage  with  Archi- 
bald H.  Waterhouse,  Aug.  30,  1887.  He  is  an  edu- 
cated man  and  an  attorney-at-Iaw. 

The  desire  for  an  education  was  always  upper- 
most in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Lacive^^  even  in  his  youth, 
and  lie  determined,  if  it  were  ever  possible,  he 
would  take  a  collegiate  course,  but  it  was  not  till 
after  his  marriage  that  the  opportunity  presented  it- 
self. Mrs.  Lackey,  like  a  true  wife,  determined  to  do 
her  part  in  the  endeavor.  While  lie  worked  at  the 
bench  she  saved  in  the  house,  thus  securing  a  little 
means  ahead,  with  which  he  entered  Westminster 
College  at  Wilmington,  Lawrence  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
pursued  his  studies  therein  until  the  senior  year, 
when,  by  the  advice  of  the  Presbytery,  he  entered 
the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  in 
September,     18G2.     About    the    time  of   the   sur- 


render of  Vicksburg  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  the  L'nited  Presbyterian  Church  as  a  mis- 
sionary among  the  freed  men,  who  were  gathered  in 
that  vicinity  under  Col.  Samuel  Thomas,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Ereed men's  Bureau.  In  this  work 
he  engaged  until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  serving 
about  three  years  and  doing  much  for  that  class  so 
suddenly  taken  out  of  slavery.  On  the  4th  of  July, 
1864,  standing  on  the  south  porch  of  Jeff  Davis' 
mansion,  on  Davis  Bend,  Miss.,  as  the  loy.al  soldiers 
of  the  64th  Colored  Regiment  raised  a  fine  hickory 
liberty  pole,  and  run  up  the  stars  and  stripes,  at  the 
request  of  the  commanding  officer,  the  office  of  Chap- 
lain was  performed  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  standing  with  the  representatives  of  the  loyal 
army,  composed  of  female  helpers,  missionaries, 
officers  and  soldiers,  God's  blessing  was  invoked 
by  him  on  the  cause  of  freedom  and  the  defenders 
of  the  Nation.  No  rebel  hands  ever  were  permit- 
ted to  lower  the  flag  from  that  pole.  With  sword 
in  one  hand  and  the  Bible  in  the  other,  he  governed 
the  colony  by  the  appointment  of  the  Government, 
and  by  the  commission  of  the  head  of  the  Church, 
and  appointment  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Board 
of  Missions,  read,  taught  and  preached  the  ever- 
lasting Gospel.  Coming  home  he  accepted  a  call 
from  the  United  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Vernon,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  three  years.  On 
the  1st  of  October,  1870,  he  took  charge  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, Washington  County,  and  the  Westminster  and 
West  Chester  Congregation  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  at  a  later  date,  laboring  for  the 
first-named  four  years,  and  with  the  latter  till  1882, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  mis- 
sionary work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  lias  m.ade  his  home  m  the  city  of  Washington 
since  1874. 

Mrs.  Lackey  died  April  6,  1887,  in  the  sixty- 
second  year  of  her  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  cem- 
etery at  Washington.  Beside  her  resting-place  in 
fine  granite  stands  the  family  monument.  She  was 
a  most  earnest  Christian  woman,  one  of  whom  it 
could  be  written  "She  hath  done  what  she  could." 
Her  work  was  truly  commendable.  Encouraging 
and   assisting  her  husband  to  obtain  an  education 
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that  might  fit  him  for  his  chosen  calling,  she  met 
the  responsibility  and  presided  over  the  home,  fill- 
ing faithfully  to  the  end  of  her  life  the  place  of  a 
true  wife  and  kind  mother.  The  family  of  seven 
children,  who  under  her  guidance,  have  grown  to 
be  men  and  woman,  each  occup^-ing  responsible 
positions  and  doing  a  good  work,  remember  mother 
with  kindest  feelings  and  bless  her  name. 

Rev.  John  Lackey  is  sixty-two  years  of  age,  and 
is  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  He 
has  endeavored  to  do  well  and  faithfully  the  work 
as  laid  to  his  hand,  and  has  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  many  profess  their  faith  in  Christ  under  his 
ministry.  Of  the  seven  children  born  in  his  own 
house  all  have  professed  their  faith  in  Christ,  and 
made  active  members  of  the  Church.  AVith  a  well- 
grounded  hope  he  expects  to  ''enter  into  the  rest 
prepared  for  the  people  of  God"  when  the  King 
shall  say,  "Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  j'ou  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world." 

ILLIAM  WILSON,  Ju.,  is  the  pioneer 
hardware  merchant  of  Washington,  having 
been  engaged  in  that  business  since  18.56. 
He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  burn  in  Uniontown, 
Fayette  County,  Aug.  11,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  Wilson,  fSr.,  and  Minerva  .1.  (Hcllen)  Wil- 
son. William  Wilson,  fSr.,  wo^  born  in  York,  Pa., 
Oct.  30,  1803,  and  after  learning  the  hatter's  trade, 
in  May,  1826.  he  went  to  Uniontown,  Fayette  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  journeyman  hatter 
by  Benjamin  Ilellen,  whose  daughter,  Minerva  J. 
Ilellen,  he  m.irried  in  1829.  She  died  Feb.  17,  183".), 
leaving  four  children  :  William,  Jr.,  and  Charles  11., 
of  Washington,  Iowa;  Jane  B.,  wife  of  William 
WhitUikor,  of  Alliance.  Ohio;  and  Juliet  IL,  of 
Uniontown. 

On  Jan.  6,  1840,  Mr.  Wilson,  Sr.,  niarried  Mrs. 
Louisa  Mason,  whose  maiden  name  was  liwiug.  By 
this  union  there  are  three  living  children:  Rev. 
Henry,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  connected  with  an  Illinois  conference; 
James  E.,  in  railroad  business  at  Knoxville,  Iowa, 
and  Annie  E.,  wife  of  A.  C.  Knox,  cashier  of  Fifth 
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National  Bank,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Mr.  AVilsou  aban- 
doned the  hatting  business  in  1 85.5,  and  soon  after 
took  charge  of  the  banking  business  of  John  T. 
Hogg,  of  I'niontown.  On  the  organization  of  the 
bank  of  Fayette  County,  in  1858,  he  was  elected 
cashier,  and  when  it  was  changed  to  a  National 
Bank  continued  its  cashier  until  Aug.  19,  1878, 
when  he  resigned  on  account  of  weight  of  years. 
On  his  resignation  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
hank  presented  him  with  a  fine  gold  watch,  and 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions  expressing  regret  that 
he  felt  it  necessary''  to  sever  his  connection  as  cash- 
ier. They  speak  of  his  "sound  judgment,  wise 
counsel,  firm  business  capacity  and  great  personal 
influence,"  and  "bear  unanin)ous  testimony  to  the 
unswerving  integrity,  constant  industry  and  fidel- 
ity, and  great  financial  skill  and  ability,  with  which 
he  has  always  conducted  the  business  of  the  bank." 
Mr.  Wilson  united  with  the  SIcthodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1828,  and  was  an  active  and  consistent 
Christian  till  his  death,  which  occurred  March  26, 
1885.  For  more  than  half  a  century  he  discharged 
faithfully  the  duties  of  the  various  lay  odices  of  his 
church,  and  at  his  death  was  an  active  Steward  and 
Trustee.  William  Wilson,  Sr.,  was  a  man  of  ster- 
ling intcgrit3-  and  steadfastness  of  purpose,  with 
great  kindness  of  heart,  and  a  capacitj*  for  enjoj'ing 
full3'  the  social  relations  of  life. 

William  Wilson,  Jr.,  w.as  reared  in  his  native  town 
and  educated  in  the  common  sciiools.  In  1853,  on 
reaching  his  majoritj',  he  left  his  native  State  and 
came  to  Iowa,  first  locating  at  Muscatine,  where  he 
was  employed  by  II.  W.  Moore,  as  a  clerk  in  his 
hardware  store.  In  1856,  he  came  to  Washington, 
purchased  a  stock  of  goods,  and  commenced  the 
hardware  business,  in  which  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged, now  almost  one-third  of  a  century.  From 
a  small  beginning,  he  lias  increased  stock  and 
trade,  until,  to  meet  its  requirements,  he  now  occu- 
pies a  building  22x130  feet,  three  stories  in  height. 
His  stock  is  large  and  varied,  consisting  of  every- 
thing demanded  in  his  line  in  this  section.  For  a 
time  he  was  associated  with  his  brother,  Charles  H., 
in  the  business,  but  for  the  past  few  years  has  had 
as  a  partner  his  son. 

Mr.  W^ilson  has  been  married  three  times.     His 
first  wife  was  Rebecca  Huskins,  whom  he  married 
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in  ITniontowii,  Pa.,  in  1855.  Their  married  life 
was  of  short  duration,  Mrs.  Wilson  flying  in  1856. 
His  second  wife  was  Margaret  Melville,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  l)j'  whom  he  had  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  yet  living — James  M.,  of  this  eit}',  and 
Maggie,  the  wife  of  Milton  Dicken,  of  Barber 
County,  Kan.  Margaret  Wilson  died  in  ISO  I.  His 
present  wife  is  Juliet  E.  Barkley,  a  native  of 
Uniontown,  Pa.  They  have  five  living  children — 
R.  Barkley,  Owen  G.,  Howard  S.,  Walter  V.  and 
Mary  L. 

Mr.  Wilson  attained  his  majority'  at  the  time 
when  tile  slaver.y  question  was  the  all  inipoitant 
one  before  the  American  people.  The  Whig  party 
had  shown  its  utter  inability  to  grasp  the  situation, 
slave-holders  were  becoming  more  and  more  ar- 
rogant in  their  demands;  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
which  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  centurj'  had  served 
to  allay  the  fears  of  both  those  in  favor  of  and 
those  opposed  to  slavery,  was,  in  1854,  repealed  by 
the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act;  the  Free- 
soil  peoi)le  of  the  North  were  aroused,  and  the  Re- 
publican partj'  sprang  into  being.  With  that  new 
party,  whose  principles  were  set  forth  in  the  motto 
"Free  soil,  free  press,  and  free  people,"  he  allied 
himself,  and  with  it  he  has  since  continued  to  act. 
He  has  represented  his  county  in  the  State  Conven- 
tions of  the  party,  and  in  1884  was  a  delegate  to 
the  National  Republican  Convention  which  met  in 
Chicago,  resulting  in  the  nomination  of  James  G. 
Blaine,  the  clioice  of  Mr.  Wilson,  as  well  as  of  the 
Republicans  of  Iowa. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Wilson,  like  his  father  before 
him,  has  been  an  adherent  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  has  been  active  in  all  Church 
work.  For  twent^'-flve  years  he  held  the  position 
of  Superintendent  in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  in 
that  department  of  Church  work  was  an  unqualified 
success.  Since  the  admission  of  lay  delegates  in 
the  conference,  he  has  represented  the  Iowa  Con- 
ference as  Delegate  in  General  Conference  in  Cin- 
cinnati in  1880. 

AVliile  never  neglecting  his  religious  duties,  Mr. 
AVilson  has  felt  that  good  might  result  from  the 
work  in  other  directions,  both  for  himself  and 
others,  and  therefore,  has  allied  himself  with  sev- 
eral of  the  benevolent  and  charitable  organizations 


of  the  day.  He  was  first  made  a  Mason  at  Musca- 
tine in  1853,  and  became  a  member  of  Iowa  Lodge 
No  2,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  that  city.  He  now  holds 
membership  with  Washington  Lodge  No.  26.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Cyrus  Chapter  No.  13,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  of  Bethlehem  Comniandery  No.  45,  of 
Washington.  He  became  a  member  of  Hawkeye 
Lodge  No.  1,  A.  C».  U.  W.,  the  first  lodge  of  that 
order  organized  in  the  State,  and  which,  when 
trouble  came,  was  lo3'al  to  the  Supreme  Lodge.  In 
the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  he  is  a  member  of 
Washington  Lodge  No.  9,  and  for  two  years  was 
Grand  President  of  the  order  in  the  State.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  No.  61,  V.  A.  S. 

As  a  citizen,  William  Wilson,  Jr.,  has  done  much 
to  advance  the  interests  of  his  adopted  city.  He 
has  ever  been  ready  to  give  of  his  means  in  aid  of 
any  enterprise  calculated  to  build  it  up.  While  never 
visionary,  he  is  yet  quick  to  perceive  that  which 
will  be  of  interest  to  himself  or  to  the  community 
at  large,  and  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  any 
enterprise  in  which  he  is  enlisted,  a  success.  As  a 
friend  and  neighbor,  he  is  esteemed  by  all,  and  is 
deserving  of  their  good  opinion  and  good-will. 

ENRV  BREED  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  section  21,  Oregon  Township, 
where  he  owns  ninety-nine  acres  of  land,  all 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  was  born  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
10,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sabia 
(Holmes)  Breed,  who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
but  of  Irish  descent.  The  latter  died  in  New  York, 
and  in  1865  the  former  came  to  this  county,  where 
he  died  in  1878.  (For  an  account  of  the  family 
see  sketch  of  William  H.  Breed.) 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  on 
a  farm,  and  has  followed  that  occupation  thus  far 
thi'ough  life.  The  only  educational  advantages  he 
enjoyed  were  such  as  were  afforded  in  the  common 
schools.  On  the  10th  of  October,  1855,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Seeley, 
who  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Sylvanus  and  Sarah  (Fowler) 
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Seeley.  She  was  born  July  14,  1S34.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  all  now  living — Fred- 
die ;  Ettie,  now  the  wife  of  T.  W.  Livingston ;  Sarah 
.ind  Mary. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Breed  caine  withliis  family  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  and  settled  three  miles  north 
of  Ainsworth,  where  ho  reinainod  till  1.S81,  when 
he  purchased  and  removed  to  iiis  ])resent  place. 
He  has  held  various  township  offices  with  entire 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  In  political  matters 
he  takes  but  little  interest,  and  when  he  does  vote, 
endeavors  to  select  those  whom  he  regards  as  the 
best  men.  Religiously,  he  is  a  Free-thinker.  As 
a  citizen  he  is  well  esteemed,  and  with  his  wife,  is 
classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  Oregon  Town- 
ship. 

OS.  PICKKJvS,  residing  upon  section  1 ,  Marion 
Township,  has  been  a  resident  of  Wasliing- 
ton  County  since  1856.  He  is  a  native  of 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  V.,  born  in  1831,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  11.  and  Flora  A.  (Smith)  Pickens, 
the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter 
of  New  York.  On  the  father's  side  he  is  of  Irish 
descent,  and  on  the  mother's  side  of  New  England 
descent.  His  mother  died  when  he  wiis  a  small  boy, 
and  his  father  in  the  fall  of  18.59,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one.  When  about  -ton  j'ears  of  age,  the  father 
moved  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  two 
years. 

In  1852,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Wasli- 
iilgton  County,  Iowa,  and  made  claim  to  eight}^ 
acres  of  land  in  Franklin  Township,  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  York.  In  1856,  he  again  came  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Brighton, 
engaged  in  farming  and  laboring  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war.  In  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
the  'id  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  uutilJune,  1862, 
when  he  was  discharged  for  disabilities  acquired 
while  in  the  service.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Ft. 
Donelson,  Shiloh  and  Corinth.  After  the  battle  at 
Corinth  he  was  sent  to  a  hospital  at  Keokuk,  where 
he  remained  until  his  discharge.  Returning  to 
Brighton,  he  there  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1863,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in  Dutch  Creek  Town- 
Tship,   and    there    lived    for  two   years.     He    then 


moved  to  Seventy-Six  Township,  where  he  rented 
a  farm  for  one  year,  and  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  unimproved  land  on  section  5,  Seventy -Six 
Township,  which  lie  improved  and  on  which  he 
lived  until  1868,  when  he  sold  the  same  and  pur- 
chased 100  acres  of  land  on  section  1 ,  Marion  Town- 
ship, where  ho  ii.is  since  continued  to  reside,  and 
where  he  has  now  a  well-improved  farm  of  136 
acres. 

IMr.  Pickens  was  married.  Oct.  21.  1851,  to  Myr- 
tilla  Matteson,  a  native  of  Now  York,  and  daughter 
of  Joel  and  Mary  (Sherman)  Matteson.  To  them 
eight  chihlren  have  been  born:  Klias  L.  is  a  printer 
by  trade,  and  is  now  living  in  Dakota,  engaged  in 
publishing  the  Harrison  Globe;  Francis  E.,  now  in 
D.akota,  engaged  in  farming:  (Jeorge  B3-ron  died 
Oct.  5,  1859,  aged  six  months;  Orange  Smith,  Jr., 
now  resides  in  Dakota  and  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Mordecai  Ellis  died  April  2,  18(')6,  aged  one  j'ear, 
two  months  and  thirteen  d.aj's;  Eva  Maj'  is  the  wife 
of  John  Davidson  of  this  county;  Ernest  Eugene 
died  Feb.  20,  1875,  aged  seven  years  an<l  two 
months;  Mary  Alice  is  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Pickens,  wife  and  four  of  their  children  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican.  AVhen  Mr.  Pickens  came  to  Wash- 
ington County  he  was  not  the  pt)ssesser  of  a  dollar. 
That  which  he  now  has.  he  has  acquired  by  his  own 
exertion,  assisted  bj'  his  good  wife  and  children. 
In  the  community  where  he  resides,  and  by  all  who 
know  him,  he  is  universally  respected,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all. 
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\IL_^  ON.  CHARLES  H.  ^VILSON,  grocer,  of 
Washington,  is  one  of  the  leading  and  repre- 
5vj>^  sentative  citizens  of  the  city  and  county, 
[(^  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  State.  He  is  the  son  of  William,  .Sr., 
and  Minerva  J.  (Ilellen)  Wilson,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and  was  born  in 
Uniontown,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa.,  April  25,  1 834.  He 
had  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town  until  seventeen  j'ears  of  age,  when  he 
entered  a  printing-oflice — the  "I'oor  Man's  Col- 
lege"— than  which  there   is  )io  better  place  for  ac- 
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quirin<i  a  general  knowledge  of  social,  political,  or 
other  affairs  that  ma}'  be  agitating  State  or  Nation. 

Onr  siihjeel's  first  experience  in  the  printing 
business  was  in  the  office  of  the  Pennsylvania 
BPM'jcrat,  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  where  he  lemained 
until  July,  1853,  when,  like  many  others,  he  got 
the  Western  fever,  and  following  Horace  Greeley's 
advice,  he  came  west  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Mus- 
catine, where  he  entered  the  ofHce  of  the  Muscatine 
Journal,  where  he  worked  one  year  as  a  ''jour," 
and  tlien  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  paper.  In 
January,  1855.  in  company  with  J.  W.  Logan,  he 
started  the  Muscatine  Daily  Journal,  which  was 
one  of  the  first  dailies  established  in  the  .State  of 
Iowa.  But  his  newspaper  career  was  not  of  long 
duration,  for  during  the  same  year  he  sold  out  to 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Early,  and  has  never  since 
engaged  in  tlie  business.  Whether  his  profit  and 
loss  account  was  so  great  that  he  became  discour- 
aged, or  whether  satisfied  with  the  glory  attained 
during  his  brief  career  as  the  manager  of  a  leading 
daily  of  the  State,  is  unknown  to  the  writer.  After 
disposing  of  his  interest  in  the  Journal,  Mr.  Wil- 
son clerked  for  a  time  with  Dunsmore  &  Chambers, 
dealers  in  dry-goods  and  furniture,  after  which  he 
engaged  with  Charles  Nealey,  boot  and  shoe 
dealer,  wiih  whom  he  remained  uutil  the  fall  of 
1858,  when  he  came  to  Washington  and  embarked 
in  the  grocery  trade  in  which  he  continued  until 
18G5,  when  he  sold  out  and  became  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Wilson  Bros.,  dealers  in  hardware. 
This  partnership  continued  uutil  1871,  when  it 
was  dissolved  .by  mutual  consent,  IMr.  Wilson 
retiring  and  again  engaging  in  the  grocery  trade, 
in  which  he  still  continues,  being  the  oldest  dealer 
in  that  line  of  trade  in  the  city. 

In  the  fall  of  1857,  Mr.  Wilson  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  13th  of  October  of  that 
year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Greene  County 
with  Miss  Lucy  J.  Gray.  By  this  union  there 
were  four  children :  Ella,  now  the  wife  of  N.  C. 
Corbin,  of  this  city;  Charles  G.,  night  foreman  in 
the  office  of  the  Chicago  Daily  News;  Frank  L.,  of 
this  city,  wiio  married  Hattie  Williams,  daughter 
of  J.  Albert  Williams,  one  of  the  leading  shoe  men 
of  this  section  of  the  .State ;  Robert,  better  known 
as  "Bert,"   at    home.     Mrs.    Wilson    died   July   3, 


1869.  She  was  a  consistent  Christian  woman,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Washington,  and  was  universally  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  her.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Wilson 
chose  Miss  Mary  A.  Beard,  the  marriage  taking- 
place  Nov.  25,  1870.  She  is  the  daughter  of  W. 
T.  Beard,  of  Washington,  and  is  a  native  of  Somer- 
set County,  Pa.  To  them  have  been  born  three 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Laura  M. 
survives. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Wilson  has,  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  party,  been  an  uncompromising  Repub- 
lican, and  has  always  kept  well  posted  in  the  various 
questions  at  issue.  From  time  to  time  he  has  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  local  offices, 
having  served  for  several  years  as  a  Councilman  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  in  1870  was  elected 
Mayor  and  served  one  term.  In  1871  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Fourteenth  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
and  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  con- 
stituents. 

Since  coming  to  Washington  County,  Mr.  Wilson 
has  been  connected  with  almost  every  enterprise 
calculated  to  build  it  up,  and  has  been  ready  to 
contribute  of  his  means  to  that  end.  As  a  business 
man,  he  is  conservative,  yet  withal  enterprising, 
and  success  has  crowned  his  efforts,  he  being  num- 
bered among  the  solid  and  substantial  men  of  the 
city.  He  is  connected  with  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
United  Workmen  and  V.  A.  S.  Religiously,  he 
holds  fellowship  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  his  wife  also  being  a  member  of  that 
body. 


OAVID  HORTON  is  a  farmer,  residing  on 
1)  section  23,  Clay  Township,  where  he  Is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  30,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  David  A.  and 
Lucia  I).  (Ingham)  Horton,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York.  They  were  the  parents  bf 
si.x  children:  Willis,  born  June  3,  1831,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Cass  County,  Neb.;  John  I., 
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born  Sept.  26,  1833,  is  now  living  in  Clay  Town- 
ship; Lucinda,  born  June  24,  1838,  is  the  wife  of 
L.  ^^'ill^<)n,  a  farmer  in  Cass  County,  Neb.;  Kiigene, 
born  May  15,  1841,  died  in  Fabius,  N.  Y.,  March 
21,  1842;  Sarah  F.,  born  Sept.  1,  1843,  is  the 
widow  of  Frederick  Frishie,  wlio  served  three  j'ears 
in  an  Illinois  regiment  duriug  the  late  war.  She 
resides  in  Cass  Count}',  Neb. 

Tlie  maternal  grand  fa tlier  of  our  subject  settled 
in  Washington  County  in  a  very  early  day,  and,  re- 
turning to  New  York  on  a  visit,  gave  such  a  glow- 
ing description  of  the  country  that  he  induced  the 
family  to  move  to  tliis  State,  which  they  did  in 
1844.  They  came  through  what  is  now  the  great 
city  of  Chicago,  and  which  was  then  but  a  small 
village.  On  arriving  here,  David  A.  Horton,  tiie 
fattier  of  our  subject,  entered  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Clay  Township,  for  which  he  paid  §100.  all  the 
money  that  he  had.  After  the  erection  of  his 
cabin  he  at  once  commenced  the  improvement  of 
his  place,  and  as  the  3'ears  went  b\'  he  prospered  in 
material  wealth,  and  from  time  to  time  made  other 
purchases  of  land,  and  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  December,  1878,  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  all  liis  family  married  and  comfortably  set- 
tled on  good  farms.  Mrs.  Horton  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1872.  They  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  took  an  active  part  in  Cluirch 
and  Sunday-school  work. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketcii  grew  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm  in  Clay  Township,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  school.  On  the  9th  of 
August,  18G2,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  30th  Iowa  Vol. 
Inf.,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  He  was 
with  the  regiment  from  the  beginning  until  its  final 
muster  out.  On  being  mustered  into  the  service 
at  Keokuk,  on  the  23d  of  September,  the  regiment 
was  immediatel}'  sent  to  Arkansas,  where  it  joined 
in  the  White  River  and  Tallahatchie  marches,  then 
went  to  Vicksburg  by  way  of  Chickasaw  Bayou. 
From  Vicksburg  it  was  sent  bj'  way  of  Grand  Gulf 
to  Jackson,  and  from  thence  to  Black  River,  and 
then  back  to  \'icksburg,  arriving  there  on  the  18th 
of  May,  and  remaining  until  the  final  capture  of 
that  city.  It  was  in  the  charge  on  Vicksburg  on  the 
22d  of  May  when  Col.  Abbott,  its  commander,  was 
killed  while  leading  the  regiment.     After  the  cap- 
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ture  of  the  city  the  regiment  went  into  camp  on 
Big  Black  River,  where  it  remained  until  the  latter 
part  of  Scptenil)cr,  when  it  returned  to  Vicksburg. 
Being  sent  to  reinforce  Hooker,  it  was  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  and 
Ringgold.  In  the  battle  of  Taylor's  Ridge  Mr. 
Horton  was  wounded  and  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Nashville,  and  there  received  a  furlough  and  came 
home  for  a  time.  Returning  to  the  regiment  on 
the  expiration  of  his  furlough,  he  was  in  the  cam- 
paign through  Georgia  from  May  6  till  Septembers. 
He  was  again  wounded  at  the  liattlo  of  Resaca,  and 
had  it  not  Ijeeu  for  his  knaps.ack  would  have  been 
killed.  The  regiment  formed  a  part  of  the  grand 
armj'  under  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the 
sea.  When  near  Rolla,  S.  C,  thej'  heard  that  Lee 
had  surrendered,  and  there  was  great  rejoicing. 
They  believed  now  that  the  war  would  soon  end, 
and  that  in  a  short  time  they  could  again  join  their 
families.  While  rejoicing  over  the  glorious  news, 
word  came  that  Lincoln  was  ass:issinated,  and  their 
joy  was  turned  into  sorrow.  Continuing  its  march, 
the  regiment  reached  Washington,  D.  C,  in  time 
to  join  in  the  grand  review  in  tliat  cit}-,  and  where 
it  was  mustered  out  and  sent  to  Davenport  for  final 
discharge.  Returning  to  his  home,  Mr.  Horton  at 
once  resumed  farming,  in  which  occupation  he  has 
since  been  engaged.  On  the  8th  of  October,  1873, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar}'  H.  De 
A'ecmon,  a  native  of  Alleghany  County,  Md.,  born 
May  3,  1839,  and  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Sophia  (Lance)  DeVecmon,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Maryland.  They  came  to  Jefferson  County, 
Iowa,  and  lived  there  until  187G,  when  they  came 
to  Washington  Count}',  Iowa,  and  made  their  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  until  their  death,  her 
mother  dying  Feb.  9,  1878,  and  her  father  May  1 1, 
1880.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  always  attending  upon  the  services 
in  the  Lord's  house. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  four  children  have  been 
born.  The  first  born  were  twins,  and  died  in  in- 
fancy. (Jeorge  A.  was  born  Dec.  19,  1876,  and 
Lucia  S.  was  born  Aug.  8,  1878.  Mrs.  Horton  is  a 
member  of  the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Horton  has  in  the  home  farm  120  acres,  and  owns 
,   elsewhere  110  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  is  the 
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owner  of  a  business  house  in  Brighton.  He  is  a 
inenilier  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Brighton.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Republican. 

An  excellent  view  of  Mr.  Ilorton's  residence  will 
be  found  in  this  work. 


,T.  SMITH,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  sec- 
tion 10,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  is  a  native 
li\  of  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  born  Dec.  6, 
1831.  His  father,  Jacob  W.  Smith,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and,  while  in  his  youth, 
moved  with  his  father,  Dr.  Samuel  Smith,  and  his 
mother.  Bertha  (Weed)  Smith,  to  New  York,  and- 
from  thai  State,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  he, 
moved  with  his  parents  to  the  wild  woods  of 
Fayette  County,  Ind.,  between  1818  and  1820. 
Soon  after  arriving  in  Fayette  County,  he  be-, 
came  acquainted  with,  and  in  a  few  years  marriiedi' 
Miss  Margaret  Ronald,  the  mother  of  the  subject 
of  our  sketch.  She  was  born  on  the  Connecticut 
River,  in  Vermont.  When  a  young  woman,  her 
father,  George  Ronald,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and 
her  mother,  Betsy  (Smith)  Ronald,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  arriv- 
ing there  the  same  year  as  the  Smith  famil}'. 
These  two  families  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
that  county — the  pioneers  who  inaugurated  the 
change  from  dense  woodland  into  cultivated  fields. 
Jacob  W.  Smith  and  Margaret  Ronald  being  mar- 
ried, of  their  union  sprang  twelve  children,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The  others,  given  in 
the  order  of  their  birth,  are  as  follows:  Mary 
Jane,  wife  of  Elijah  Hamilton,  now  living  in  Fay- 
ette County,  Ind.,  near  the  old  home  farm;  Calista, 
widow  of  R.  H.  Sprague,  living  in  Keota,  Iowa; 
George  R.,  farmer,  living  in  Osborne  Count3',  Kan. ; 
Loretta  died  in  girlhood;  A.  J.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Edwin,  a  stonemason,  living  in  Johnson 
County,  Kan. ;  Rosanna,  wife  of  W.  J.  Sturgeon, 
farmer,  living  in  Washington,  Iowa;  Nelson, 
farmer,  living  in  Wright  County,  Iowa;  Rhoda, 
wife  of  Aaron  Schofield,  retired   farmer,  living  in 
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Cottonwood  County,  Minn. ;  and  Austin,  carpen- 
ter and  wagon-maker,  living  in  Pawnee  County, 
Neb. 

On  Sept.  10,  1856,  A.  J.  Smith  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Milieu,  who  was  born  in  County 
Londonderry,  Ireland,  on  the  4th  day  of  January, 
1835.  Her  father,  Capt.  John  Milieu,  followed  the 
sea  in  his  younger  years,  but  afterward  retired 
from  business  and  settled  in  Ireland,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  died,  Jan.  13,  1865,  at  the  age  of 
ninety.  Her  mother,  Jane  (Louden)  Millen,  died 
when  she  was  quite  small,  and  she,  on  the  3d  of 
August,  1847,  set  sail  from  Londonderrj'  for 
America,  in  company  with  her  uncle,  James 
Louden,  who  settled  in  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  and 
with  whom  she  afterward  resided.  Here  she  be- 
came acquainted  with  and  married  our  subject,  A. 
-  -J-.-vSmith.  .  Shortly  after  their  marriage,  in  the  fall 
■t)f;1856|- they:  moved  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  in 
■'eotttpany  'with- Mr.  Smith's  parents,  crossing  the 
Mississippi  at  Burlington.  They  settled  in  Louisa 
County,  four  miles  above  Wapello  and  two  miles 
.'fiFom  the  SlisSissippi  and  Iowa  Rivers.  There  they 
^remained  until  February,  1865,  when  they  moved 
to  their  present  home  in  Washington  County.  Mr. 
Smith  first  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  for  part  of 
which  he  went  into  debt.  He  has  been  continu- 
ally engaged  in  farming,  giving  it  his  whole  time 
and  attention.  By  his  own  unaided  industry  he 
has  from  time  to  time  added  to  the  original  eighty 
until  he  owns  200  acres,  under  cultivation,  and 
fifteen  acres  of  timber  lan<l.  This  farm  is  among 
the  best  improved  in  the  county;  house,  bank- 
barn,  out-buildings  and  fences  all  being  in  prime 
condition.  The  father  and  mother  of  Mr.  Smith 
moved  to  Washington  County  in  the  same  year  in 
which  he  came,  residing  here  until  their  death,  the 
father  dying  in  February,  1870.  Had  he  lived 
until  March,  he  would  have  been  seventy-one 
years  old.  The  mother  died  July  30,  1887,  aged 
eighty-five. 

There  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
six  children:  J.  M.,  born  Jan.  4,  1858;  Alva  L.. 
born  June  18,  1860,  died  Aug.  16,  1874;  George 
R.,  born  Aug.  1,  18G2,  died  Aug.  4,  1864;  Marga- 
ret M.,  born  Sept.  8,  1864,  died  July  30,  1874; 
D.   Everett,  born  Nov.   24,    1867;  Mary  J.,  born 
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Feb.  24,  1870,  died  Aug.  23,  1880.  Of  these  six 
children  only  two  are  still  living-,  .T.  M.,  who  is  at- 
tending the  home  farm,  and  1).  K.,  wIki  is  attend- 
ing college  at  Monniniitii,  111. 

On  the  30tli  of  May,  1887,  Mary  1).  Swan,  a 
niece  of  Mis.  .\.  J.  Smith,  arrived  at  their  home  in 
this  county  from  County  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
where  she  was  horn  .Inno  13.  1870.  Hereafter  she 
will  reside  with  them  and  Ik-  regarded  as  one  of 
the  family.  Mr.  Smith  and  family  are  nienil)ers 
of  the  I'nited  Presliyterian  Church,  and  have  a 
high  social  standing.  He  is  a  tiiorough-going  Re- 
publican, and  participates  actively  in  countj",  State 
and  national  politics.  As  a  citizen  he  is  greatly 
esteemed,  and  in  all  moral  work  he  is  ever  in  the 
advance. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Smith's  residence  is 
shown  in  this  connection. 


^ACOB   FESLKR,  grain-dealer,  Iowa  Town- 
I      ship,  was  born  in  Hockingiiam  County,  \'a., 

din  1827.  and  is  the  son  of  .lolin  and  Kliza- 
^fj  beth  (Hoover)  Kcsler.  John  Kesler  was  a 
native  of  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and  jirior  to  his 
marriage  had  emigrated  to  N'irginia.  His  father, 
George  Fesler,  was  a  stonemason  by  trade,  and 
for  many  3'ears  followed  that  vocation.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife,  he  removed  to  Madison  Count}', 
Ind.,  about  18,37,  and  died  in  that  State  about 
1844.  George  Kesler  was  the  father  of  a  large 
family,  of  whom  seven  went  to  Indiana.  Of  these, 
John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  emigrated  from 
\'irginia  in  1.S32,  and  settled  in  Henr^'  County, 
Ind.  Six  children  were  born  in  \irginia — George, 
John,  Jacol),  Catherine,  Mary  an<l  Peter.  Aftei- 
removing  to  Indiana,  .Sarah,  Frederick  and  Samuel 
were  born,  and  after  the  family-  came  to  Iowa, 
Hannah  and  William  were  born.  John  cleared  uji 
a  farm  in  Indiana,  and  had  it  nicely  improved  be- 
fore leaving. 

Desiring  more  room,  and  wishing  to  retire  from 
the  mercantile  trade,  in  which  he  was  enga"ed  at 
Middlelown.  John  Fesler  in  lH3!t.  came  to  Johnson 
County,  low.'i,  purchased  a  claim  of  ;i()0  acres,  and 
returned    to  Indiana   for   his   family,    who   in   the 
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autumn  of  1 840  became  citizens  of  Iowa,  and  the 
relationsliip  is  yet  large  in  that  countj',  mostlj' 
children  of  John  and  J.acob.  Coming  before  land 
was  opened  for  actiml  purchase,  of  course  neigh- 
bors were  few.  David  and  .loshua  Switzer  had 
erected  a  sawmill  on  "  Old  Man's  Creek,"  and 
owned  a  small  gristmill  near  Iowa  City.  But  few 
improvements  had  been  made,  yet  the  first  few  set- 
tlers had  made  claim  to  a  large  area  of  land  along 
the  river.  John  purchased  his  claim  of  Jacob  Kar- 
hart,  who  "squatted"  upon  the  tract  in  1836. 
Van  FJeet  also  owned  a  part  of  the  lands  purchased 
by  Mr.  Fesler.  The  newcomers  made  improve- 
ments upon  the  laiul,  and  the  lirst  crop  was  raised 
in  1,S41.  The  first  year  they  came,  land  was  rented 
and  a  croi)  raised.  John  had  some  money,  which 
made  his  beginning  easier  than  many  men  who 
came  at  an  early  day.  His  elder  children  were 
large  enough  to  be  of  some  service.  John  Fesler 
was  one  of  the  masons  who  erected  the  capitol 
building  at  Iowa  City.  upi)n  which  he  worked 
in  1840-42.  This  is  now  the  State  University 
Building.  His  death  occurred  in  1843  while  en 
route  for  Indiana.  His  wife  sur\  ived  him  until 
18.")C,  and  her  remains  are  interred  in  the  cemetery 
which  was  a  [)art  of  the  first  claim  purch.ased  by 
her  husband. 

Our  subject  remained  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  his  marriage,  in  1848,  to  Mary  Slife.  In 
1855  he  removed  to  this  county  and  purchased 
first  the  farm  now  owned  by  D.  J.  Godlove.  In 
18(i()hesold  that  farm  and  i)urchased  140  .acres 
two  nules  north  of  Riverside,  which  he  still  owns, 
but  is  a  re.->ident  vf  Riverside,  to  which  village  he 
removed  with  his  family  in  1878.  In  1874  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business,  renting  an  elevator 
erected  by  the  grangers  in  1873.  This  business  he 
has  continued  to  date,  having  in  1880  purchased 
the  elevator,  the  onlj'  one  in  the  village.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Jacob  and  iMary  (Slife)  Fesler, 
four  living:  John,  the  husbanci  of  Liicina  Ford; 
Daniel  A.,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Eldora 
L..  the  wife  of  J.  P.  McClushey,  and  KddieS..  who 
wedded  Viola  Gwinn.  In  1H5'.>  our  subject  was 
Assessor  of  the  township,  which  office  he  held  for 
three  years.  When  the  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  iu  Co.  A,  22d  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  and  from 
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the  autumn  of  ISGil  until  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
remained  at  his  post,  fie  was  in  ill-health  the  first 
year,  and  when  a  regiment  known  as  the  3d  \et- 
eran  Reserve  Corps  was  organized,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  it  while  in  Texas.  During  the  remainder 
of  his  service,  the  regiment  did  garrison  duty  at 
Washington,  1).  C,  recruiting  in  New  Yorlc.  Mr. 
Fesler  served  as  Corporal  of  a  company  in  this 
regiment. 

In  1868,  and  after  his  return  from  the  war,  Jacob 
Fesler  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Iowa  Township, 
serving  the  last  term  before  the  new  law  governing 
the  election  of  County  Su[)ervisors  came  into  effect. 
This  w,as  followed  h^-  his  election  as  Assessor  foi' 
two  years,  and  later  he  was  elected  Township 
Clerk  for  several  consecutive  years.  He  was  also 
Trustee  as  long  as  lie  would  consent  to  serve,  and 
after  his  coming  to  the  village  was  elected  and 
served  as  a  three-years  official  on  the  second  board. 
Mr.  Fesler  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, being  only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  the 
family  moved  to  Johnson  County,  and  he  is  now 
in  his  fiftj'-ninth  3car.  His  children  are  well  mar- 
vied  and  settled  in  life,  and  the  parents  can  look 
baciv  upon  a  well-spent  life,  with  a  feeling  of  grati- 
tude for  the  blessings  which  have  followed  in  their 
footsteps,  and  in  those  of  their  kindred. 
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ylLLIAM  B.  FORD,  a  retired  farmer,  was 
born  in  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1812, 
and  is  the  son  of  David  Ford.  The  Ford 
family  are  of  Irish  origin,  but  may  be  denominated 
Yankees.  David  and  his  wife  lived  and  died  upon 
the  farm  in  New  York,  where  for  many  years  they 
owned  and  operated  a  dairy  of  fifty  cows.  They 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  only  one  coming  West.  Albigenee  W., 
Aldis,  Lydia,  Sarali,  Almira,  Mary  and  our  subject 
are  living,  married  and  have  families,  all  residents 
of  York  .State  except  William,  who  came  West  in 
the  autumn  of  1838,  and  settled  in  Johnson  Countj', 
five  miles  ■  from  the  village  of  Riverside.  He 
entered  a  half  section  and  afterward  purchased 
other  tracts,  and  now  owns  in  Johnson  County  500 
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acres  in  one  bod}'.  The  original  entry  is  still  in 
his  possession,  also  the  original  patent. 

David  Ford  was  a  lover  of  the  ch.ase,  and  as  this 
was  at  that  date  the  frontier  where  Indians  were 
more  plentiful  than  white  men,  William  was  a  favor- 
ite with  them,  and  they  were  inseparable  com- 
panions upon  hunting  expeditions.  He  built  a  log 
cabin  and  kept  bachelor  quarters  until  his  Tiiarriage, 
upon  the  land  of  Asa  Bailey,  who  came  with  him 
from  New  York,  and  is  still  a  resident  of  Johnson 
County,  residing  within  f(jrt3'  rods  of  the  original 
cabin  site.  Bailey  did  tlie  cooking  and  Mr.  Ford 
provided  the  game.  Mr.  Ford  never  learned  the 
Indian  language  perfectly,  alth<nigli  he  could  con- 
verse very  well  by  signs,  and  his  friendship  for 
them  never  diminished.  He  was  a  successful 
trader,  and  many  a  ponj-  found  its  way  from  their 
herds  to  his  stable.  He  excelled  them  in  rifle 
shooting,  but  the  Indians  were  generally  more  suc- 
cessful in  hunting  than  he,  j'et  thej'  never  quar- 
reled. 

In  the  spring  of  1843,  William  B.  Ford  was  mar- 
ried to  Magdalena  Kepler,  whose  parents  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster  County,  who 
first  emigrated  to  Ohio,  and  in  1842  to  Johnson 
County.  Mr.  Ford  soon  became  acquainted  with 
the  newcomers,  and  being  tired  of  a  bachelor's  life, 
married,  and  began  domestic  life  in  a  log  house 
built  upon  his  own  land.  In  the  spring  of  1845, 
Orrin  B.,  his  first  son,  was  born,  the  gentleman 
who  furnishes  the  items  for  this  biography.  A 
large  family  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ford,  eleven  of  whom  are  living,  and  all  grew  to 
be  adults.  Orrin  remembers  well  the  pioneer 
da}"S  in  the  old  cabin,  which  has  been  replaced  by  a 
modern  brick  residence.  He  says  many  times  he 
and  the  younger  children  crowded'  under  the  bed 
for  fear  the  wolves  should  attack  them,  as  their 
mournfullhowls  and  large  numbers  made  it  seem 
like  a  funeral  dirge.  Many  times  has  he  seen  deer 
in  droves  of  twent}'  or  thirt}'  standing  about  the 
clearing  or  galloping  across  the  fields.  Their  meat 
was  ))iincipally  venison  and  wild  turkey.  Some- 
times there  would  be  the  carcasses  of  thirty  or 
more  deer  hanging  in  ^their  granary  at  one  time, 
and  in  fact  they  were  often  fed  to  the  hogs. 

William  B.  Ford  was  one  of  the  first  Justices  of 
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Johnson  County,  and  performed  the  first  mjirriage 
ccrenioii}'  in  th;it  county,  where  for  almost  forty 
years  he  served  as  a  Justice.  He  helped  to  erect 
the  first  log  house  in  Iowa  City,  and  when  court 
was  convened  at  an  early  da}%  AVilliam  was  sum- 
moned to  appear,  lie  liad  no  nione^'  to  pa}'  board, 
and  as  usual  depended  upon  his  rifle  to  bring  down 
game  enough  to  defray  expenses.  Hitching  up  his 
team,  he  started  across  the  country,  and  wiien  lie 
drove  into  Iowa  Cit}'  he  had  captured  eiKiugh 
deer  to  pa}'  expenses  for  several  d.ays.  He  became 
later  in  life  a  very  wealthy  man,  and  now  lives  with 
his  wife  a  retired  life  in  a  handsome  residence  in 
Riverside.  He  toolv  a  trip  west  when  sevent\'-five 
years  of  age,  and  as  a  trophy  of  his  marksmanship, 
brought  back  with  liiin  the  heads  of  a  fine  buck  and 
antelope  which  he  had  killed.  They  now  ornament 
the  storeroom  of  his  son  Orrin.  Perhaps  no  man 
is  lictter  known  in  Southeastern  Iowa  than  Mr. 
Ford,  and  we  regret  that  a  personal  chat  could  not  be 
had  with  him,  as  he  was  absent  upon  a  visit  to  his 
native  .State.  Their  children  were  Orrin  B., 
Thomas  H.,  Adolphus  S.,  Electa  L.  (deceased), 
Amelia  J.,  Sarah  A.,  Lucina  A.,  William  A.,  Walter 
Edward  W.,  IMaiy  E.  and  Alfred  E.  Thomas 
II.  wedded  Uosie  Briiidle,  of  renn.sylvania,  and  is 
now  Clerk  of  Hamilton  County,  Kan.,  and  owns 
a  .'J,0(H)-acie  stock  farm ;  Adoljilius  S.  married 
Elizabeth  Overholser,  and  resides  near  the  paternal 
homestead  in  Johnson  County;  Electa  wedded  J. 
P.  Coe,  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  and 
died  ill  Kansas;  Amelia  J.  married  Prank  Overhol- 
ser, a  farmer  of  Ringgold  County,  Iowa;  Sarah  A. 
is  the  wife  of  John  Slichter,  a  stockman  of  ^^'yo- 
ming  Territory  ;  Lucina  A.  is  the  wife  of  John  Pes- 
ler,  a  partner  of  his  father,  Jacob  Pesler,  in  the 
grain  business  at  Riverside;  William  A.  is  the  hus- 
band of  Uosetta  Tucker,  and  is  also  a  stockman  of 
Wyoming;  Walter  W.  married  Sarah  Porbis,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead.  The  three  youngest 
children  are  unmarried. 

Orrin  H.  wedded  for  his  first  wife  Mary  Switzer, 
of  Jewell  County,  Kan.,  and  after  her  death,  Ida 
StoiT  of  the  same  county,  became  his  wife.  Their 
wedding  was  celebrated  July  3,  1881.  Orrin 
went  to  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1872,  where  for 
seven  years  he  farmed,  and  the  two   last  years   of 
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his  residence  there  were  spent  in  the  livery  business 
at  Burr  Oak.  Their  eldest  daughter,  Annie  M.,  was 
born  there,  and  was  only  three  weeks  old  when  her 
parents  came  to  Riverside.  Thomas  II.  Pord 
erected  a  two-stoiy  brick  store  in  1879,  and  was 
engaged  in  general  merchandising.  Later  he  sold 
out  to  the  Alcorn  liros.,  who  were  succeeded  in 
business  b}'  Orrin,  who  purchased  the  stock  March 
24,  1  M.S.'),  .and  still  conlinues  the  business.  Pour 
children  have  been  born  to  them  since  coming  to 
Riverside;  Arthur,  Cliarlc}'  (deceased),  Harry  and 
Willy  Ro}'.  Orrin  was  a  soldier  during  the  late 
war,  enlisting  i\larcli  4,  1SC4,  in  Co.  1),  24th  Iowa 
Regiment,  and  his  regiment  was  transferred  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valle}",  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan,  serv- 
ing in  the  battles  of  Winchester.  Pisher's  Hill,  and 
Cedar  Creek,  all  within  thirty  days.  At  the  last 
battle  he  was  wounded,  a  reliel  bullet  passing 
through  his  right  thigh,  which  incapacitated  him 
for  duly  for  some  time.  After  his  furlough  of 
thirty  days  had  expired,  he  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Two 
of  his  comrades  were  carrying  him  off  the  field, 
and  while  doing  so,  one  of  them  was  shot  dead 
with  Orrin  in  his  arms. 

We  present  this  sketch  with  pleasure,  as  it  gives 
a  (ilace  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families,  as  well  .as  to 
a  brave  soldier  who  is  now  a  resident  of  the  county. 


LEXANDER  DUNCAN,  of    Washington, 
is  another  one  of  the  truly  representative 
pioneers    of    Washington   County,   having 
iJ/J  made  this  his  home  since  1847,  a  period  of 

forty  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
1813,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Dun- 
can, both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  that  coun- 
try. When  Alexander  was  about  seven  years  of 
age.  the  family  emigrated  to  America  and  located 
in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  where  they  remained 
eight  years,  and  then  moved  to  Washington  County, 
ill  the  same  State.  In  183."5  they  removed  to 
Richland  Count}',  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Duncan  died  in 
his  one  hundredth  year.  Mrs.  Dunoan  died  in 
Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  from  a  cancer,  in  her 
eighty-sixth  year.     With  the  exception  of  the  can- 
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cerous  troublo,  she  was  a  hale  and  hearty  woman. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  were  among  the  first  to  embrace 
that  faith  in  the  days  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley. 
Five  children  were  born  unto  them,  of  wiiom  two 
are  yet  living — Samuel,  now  living  in  Missouri, 
and  Alexander,  in  W.asiiington,  Iowa. 

Alexander  Duncan  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  from  the  time  when  physicallj'  able,  had 
to  do  his  share  of  the  work  in  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement. The  education  received  by  him  was 
only  such  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  old  log 
school-house.  That  school-house,  with  its  pun- 
cheon tloor,  slab  seats  and  greased  paper  window- 
lights,  is  well  remembered  by  him.  For  a  time  he 
was  required  to  go  four  miles  to  school. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1837,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  vvith  Miss  Lydia  Frederick,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Frederick,  who 
were  of  German  descent,  their  fore-parents  being 
among  the  first  to  emigrate  to  America.  Mrs. 
Duncan  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  in 
1817.  She  is  a  cousin  of  Hon.  Ben  Frederick,  of 
Marshalltown,  Iowa.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Duncan  settled  in  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Duncan  opened  two  farms  in  the  heavy 
timber.  In  1847  they  sold  their  possessions  in 
Ohio  and  came  to  Iowa,  being  urged  so  to  do  by  a 
brother  of  Mrs.  Duncan,  who  had  come  to  this 
State  several  years  previously.  They  came  across 
the  countr}'  with  teams  and  lauded  in  Brighton  in 
September  of  that  year.  Mr.  Duncan  first  pur- 
chased laud  just  across  the  line  in  Keokuk  County, 
which  he  improved  and  upon  which  he  lived  two 
years,  then  sold  out  and  bought  and  improved  a  farm 
of  137  acres  in  Franklin  Township,  this  county. 
On  this  farm  thej'  continued  to  reside  till  18G.5, 
when  they  moved  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
where  they  have  since  continued  to  reside.  When 
they  first  settled  in  Franklin  Township,  there  were 
but  three  houses  in  sight,  and  it  was  thought 
strange  by  man3'  that  he  should  settle  out  upon  the 
prairie.  But  his  choice  was  a  good  one,  and  he 
never  had  cause  to  regret  it.  He  broke  the  first 
prairie  east  of  Indian  Creek. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.   Duncan    were  never  blessed  with 
children,    but   years  .ago    they    adopted    Caroline 
^»      ■ 


Homel,  who  was  then  but  two  years  of  age.  This 
child  was  given  their  name,  and  as  Caroline  Dun- 
can, grew  to  womanhood  under  the  kind  and 
watchful  care  of  her  foster  parents,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  N.  N.  Vinquest,  an  ice  dealer  of  Kansas 
City. 

In  e.arly  life,  Mr.  Duncan  was  politically  a 
Whig,  casting  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  for  the  Presidency.  Since  its  organiza- 
tion he  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 
Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcop.al  Church.  Coming  to  this 
country  in  limited  circumstances,  I)y  industry  and 
economy,  he  has  accumulated  enough  to  m.ake  him 
and  his  aged  wife  comfortable  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  In  this  community  none  are  more 
highly  respected  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duncan,  the 
pioneers  of  1847. 


'/'RED    A.     DRUF,    merchant,    and    present 


Mayor  of  the  city  of  Riverside,  was  born 
in  Evansville,  Ind.,  in  the  year  1841.  He 
is  the  son  of  C.  C.  and  Catharine  Druf,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Prussia.  The  former  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1836,  and  the  latter  two  years 
later.  They  both  drifted  to  Evansville,  where  they 
were  afterward  married.  By  trade  C.  C.  Druf 
was  a  miller,  and  was  engaged  in  that  business  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Indiana.  In  1843  the  family 
emigrated  to  Natchez,  Miss.,  where  Mr.  Druf  was 
engaged  in  building  for  about  a  year.  While  a 
resident  of  Natchez,  their  only  daughter,  Marj'  C, 
was  born.  In  1844  the  family  removed  to  Iowa 
Township,  Washington  County,  and  entered  240 
acres  of  land  on  section  21,  which  was  their  home 
until  1877,  when  they  removed  to  Riverside,  where 
the  last  six  years  of  Mr.  Druf's  life  were  spent. 
Upon  this  land  he  built  a  two-story  log  cal)in,  long 
since  torn  away  and  replaced,  first  by  a  frame  and 
afterward  by  a  brick  residence.  Upon  this  farm, 
under  three  large  oak  trees  which  gr.aced  their  door- 
yard,  the  first  Fourth  of  July  celebration  of  this 
township  was  held,  and  perhaps  the  first  one  in  the 
county.  Nathaniel  McClure  w.as  speaker  of  the 
day.     Dinner  was  served  under  the  trees,  on  rough 
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plank  tables.  The  total  population  of  Iowa  Town- 
shij)  at  that  time^was  represenlcd  at  the  celebration, 
numbering  twenty-four  souls.  At  tiiat  festal  board 
the  patriotism  of  tlie  pioneer  was  no  less  manifest 
than  to-day,  when  witli  martial  band  and  capari- 
soned steeds  the  crowd  parade  the  ^principal  streets 
of  a  great  citj',  wjiose  march  is  heralded  by  tiie 
boom  of  cannon  and  the  firing  of  guns.  Those 
bronzed  and  l)earded^men.  with  their  wives  and 
children,  had  emigrated  to  the  new  country  to  lind 
and  mal<('  homes,  and  as  tlie  lieurty  haud-clasp  was 
given  and  tiie  crowd  separated,  three  as  hearty 
cheers  as  were  ever  given  for  tiie  "  Red,  Wliite  and 
Blue"  were  borne  away  and  echoed  in  the  distant 
hills. 

C.  C.  Druf  was  one  of  the  first  Township  Trust- 
ees of  Iowa  Township,  and  perhaps  served  in  less 
important  offices  at  an  early  day.  He  was  not  a 
politician  in  any  sense,  but  duiing  his  life  was  an 
ardent  Democrat,  and  the  principles  so  warmly  ad- 
vocated by  the  father  are  endoi'sed  by  the  son,  who 
is  a  leader  in  Democratic  local  politics  in  this 
township.  The  attention  of  C.  C.  Druf  was  wholl3' 
confined  to  agriculture  during  his  working  days  in 
this  county,  and  before  his  death  he  was  one  of  the 
wealthy  farmers  having  accumulated  money  by 
hard  work.  He  retained  until  his  death  his  first 
entry  of  lands,  which  were  at  that  time  divided 
between  his  children.  In  1877  he  and  his  wife 
came  to  Riverside  to  spend  their  declining  years, 
but  their  life's  journey  was  almost  ended.  His 
death  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1«83,  and  his  de- 
voted wife  survived  him  one  year.  In  the  death 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Druf  the  county  sustained  the 
loss  of  one  of  her  first  and  most  highly  respected 
families.  Their  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
R.  Rose,  a  son  of  A.  B.  Rose,  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  town  plat  of  Riverside,  whose 
personal  history  appears  in  this  volume.  The  fam- 
ily are  now  residents  of  LaCrosse,  Rush  Co.,  Kan., 
where  Mr.  Rose  is  engaged  in  tlie  furniture  busi- 
ness, and  also  owns  a  couple  of  fine  farms,  and, 
like  his  father,  is  an  enterprising  man. 

Our  subject,  Fred  A.  Druf,  w:is  educated  in  this 
township,  and  until  his  marriage  remained  with  his 
father  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years  he  left  the  farm  and  engaged  in   the  mercan- 


tile trade.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  M., 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Bertha  (Noble)  NMiitehead, 
was  celebrated  in  December,  liUJi.  He  had  just 
returned  from  the  army,  in  which  he  had  enlisted 
as  a  member  of  Co.  F,  1st  Iowa  ^'ol.  Cav.  His 
service  was  of  an  active  character  from  the  time 
of  his  enlistment  until  he  was  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  disabilitj'.  He  afterward  recovered  suffi- 
ciently' to  enable  him  to  do  fann  work,  and  for 
eight  years  he  managed  the  old  homestead.  He 
then  began  business  in  Yatton,  putting  in  a  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  where  he  remained  until 
Riverside  was  jilatted  and  the  village  started,  when 
he  moved  his  goods  to  the  new  lown,  and  has  since 
remained  one  of  her  merchants.  In  addition  to 
his  general  store,  JIayor  Druf  has  embarked  in  the 
lumber  business,  and  is  also  engageil  in  the  grain 
business.  He,  in  partnership  with  T.  H.  Ford,  pur- 
chased and  shipped  stock  until  1881,  when  the  firm 
w.as  dissolved.  The  firm  of  Cress  tt  Druf  began 
business  June  1,  1887,  following  the  old  firm  of 
Mechling  it  Cress,  in  the  same  line,  and  in  the  first 
store  building  erected  in  Riverside. 

With  inclinations  towards  politics,  Mr.  Druf  has 
always  been  a  party  leader,  as  mentioned  elsewhere, 
and  has  dune  more  to  further  the  interests  of  his 
part}"  than  perhaps  any  other  man  in  the  township. 
He  was  the  first  Ma^'or  of  the  village  of  Riverside 
after  the  incorporation  of  the  same,  and  as  proof 
of  his  adaptability  for  the  position  he  has  since 
been  twice  elected,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 
He  has  been  Town  Recorder  and  Secretary  of  the 
School  Board  for  a  number  of  yeare,  in  all  of  which 
he  has  shown  a  fine  business  record.  Having  no 
children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Druf  ailopted 
a  daughter,  Ida  Violetta,  now  in  her  eleventh  3'ear. 


J'OKL  R.  CRUMPACKER,  farmer  on  section 
30,  Jackson  Township,  was  born  in  Botetourt 
County,  Va.,  July  (i,  1825.  He  is  a  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Mary  (Stoner)  Crum packer. 
Benjamin  Crumpixcker  was  born  in  Maryland,  and 
his  father,  Joel  Crum  packer,  was  for  more  than  a 
half  centurj'  an  acceptable  minister  of  the  Dunkard 
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faith.  The  eldest  brother  of  our  subject,  John, 
was  a  successful  physician  during  his  lifetime,  and 
his  youngest,  Daniel,  vv.as  for  many  years  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcoiial  Cluirch.  He  was  a 
highly  educated  gentleman,  and  served  as  Auditor 
of  Lake  County,  Ind.,  for  a  numl)er  of  3'ears.  He 
died  while  a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C,  being 
at  that  time  a  Government  clerk  in  one  of  the  de- 
partments. The  father  of  Mar}'  .Stoner,  and  his 
sons,  were  merch.ants;  several  son-iu-laws  were  also 
engaged  in  the  same  business.  She  was  born  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  where  for  many  3ears  the  Stoner 
family  resided. 

After  their  marriage,  Benjamin  C'rumpacker  and 
his  wife  settled  in  Botetourt  County,  Va.,  and  for 
many  years  he  engaged  in  farming  and  mill-wright- 
ing.  The  latter  was  his  trade,  and  for  a  long  while 
he  operated  a  grist  and  saw  mill  on  Glade  Creek, 
known  as  the  '-Stoner  Mills,"  owned  bj'  his  wife's 
father.  In  1835,  they  moved  to  La  Porte  County, 
Ind.,  locating  on  the  Plymouth  road,  four  and  one- 
half  miles  southeast  of  La  Porte,  where  he  remained 
during  his  lifetime.  He  died  in  1856,  his  wife  sur- 
vived him ;  both  reached  the  age  of  about  sixty- 
five.  They  reared  a  family  of  three  daughters  and 
four  sons,  and  two  daughters,  Emma  and  Mary, 
died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth  wedded  Alfred  Wing, 
both  of  whom  died  without  issue  in  La  Porte  County, 
Ind.;  Nancy  became  the  wife  of  Adam  Shoemaker, 
and  bore  a  son,  John,  and  a  daughter,  Lizzie;  the 
latter  is  the  wife  of  William  Hayes,  of  Chicago,  111. 
Martha  died  unmarried.  The  sons  were  Daniel, 
Joel,  Benjamin  and  Joshua,  all  living  but  the  last, 
who  died  June  22,  188G.  Daniel  received  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  before  the  war  began;  he  was  one 
of  the  first  to  enlist,  and  was  elected  Captain  of  Co. 
C,  19th  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  was  discharged 
later,  on  .account  of  ill-health.  He  again  enlisted, 
as  a  private  of  the  48th  Indiana  Regiment,  and  was 
discharged  before  the  war  closed  for  disability.  He 
was  married  after  his  return,  to  Miss  Louisa  Wells, 
and  the  Doctor  now  lives  a  retired  life  at  Wells- 
boro.  La  Porte  Countj-,  Ind. ;  Benjamin  was  also  a 
soldier,  belonging  to  a  Missouri  regiment.  He  was 
at  that  time  a  resident  of  Lewis  Count}',  Mo.,  was 
wedded  to  Martha  Anthony,  and  is  the  father  of 
several  children.     The  parents  are  now  residents  of 
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Ewing.  Holt  Co.,  Neb.,  where  he  is  operating  a 
mill. 

Our  subject  left  the  paternal  homestead  in  1848, 
and  journeyed  to  Dallas  Count}',  Tex.,  remaining 
there  some  time.  Later,  he  returned  to  his  boy- 
hood home,  and  his  next  location  we  need  mention 
was  Eldora,  Hardin  Co.,  Iowa,  where  lie  engaged 
for  two  years  in  real-estate  business,  and  was  elected 
County  Surveyor  by  a  large  majority.  While  a 
resident  of  that  county,  his  m.arri.age  w.as  celebrated, 
Mrs.  Catherine  (Boston)  Bennett  becoming  his 
wife.  In  1 85G,  they  became  residents  of  Mendota, 
La  Salle  Co.,  111.,  Mr.  Crnmpacker  purchasing  a 
farm  iie.ar  the  town,  and  assisting  as  Deputy  Sur- 
veyor while  a  resident  of  that  county.  Both  their 
children  were  born  at  Mendota,  Charles  B.  and 
Mary  E.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Newton 
Eyestone,  of  Cedar  Township,  this  county;  she  is 
the  mother  of  two  sons,  Winn  Wilbur  and  C'harles 
Leslie. 

In  the  autumn  of  1863,  Mr.  Crnmpacker  came 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  purchasing  a  quarter 
section  of  Land  upon  which  he  has  made  every  im- 
provement. Not  one  of  the  grand  old  trees  now 
standing,  not  a  foot  of  the  virgin  soil,  had  been  dis- 
turbed when  he  made  the  purchase.  In  a  small 
frame  building  which  forms  a  part  of  the  present 
mansion  their  domestic  life  was  begun,  and  as  dayi 
went  by,  the  lands  were  covered  Vvith  heavy  crops, 
which  formerly  were  grazed  upon  by  deer  and  other 
wild  anim.als,  with  which  the  new  country  abounded 
at  an  early  d.iy.  Prosperity  came  with  advancing 
years,  and  other  additions  have  been  made  to  his 
first  purchase.  Large  barns  and  a  commodious 
farm  house  betoken  the  wealth  of  their  owuei-,  and 
the  trees  which  furnish  such  a  grateful  shade  serve 
as  monuments  to  his  enterprise. 

In  the  autumn  of  1885,  Mr.  Crnmpacker  was 
elected  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Jackson  Township, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent.  He  has  never  sought 
for,  neither  does  he  care  for  such  honors.  He  is 
religiously,  a  Methodist,  politically,  a  Republican, 
and  no  man  nor  family  can  be  spoken  of  with 
greater  favor  than  the  one  mentioned,  who  for  al- 
most a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  a  citizen  of 
this  county.  The  death  of  Mrs.  (^'rumpacker  oc- 
curred Oct.  2,  1883,  and  her  remains  were  interred 
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in  the  Gibson  Cenieterj'.  September  12  of  that 
year,  as  well  renieuibereci  bj"  hundreds  of  people  in 
this  county,  the  team  her  husband  was  driving  ran 
away  from  the  fair  grounds,  and  the  injury'  oc- 
casioned by  the  overturning  of  the  carriage  caused 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Crumpacker  twent}'  days  later, 
although  everything  which  medical  skill  and  loving 
hands  could  do,  was  brougiit  to  aid.  She  died  as 
she  had  lived,  surrounded  by  her  husband  and  chil- 
dred,  and  having  friends. 

AnK)ng  the  enterprises  of  this  county  may  be 
mentioned  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  mainly  through  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Crumpacker,  and  for  twelve  years 
he  was  President  of  the  company. 


-^ -#>#- ^ 

/p^ILBERT  T.  MATTHEWS,  liveryman,  Riv- 
l|[  ,— ,  erside,  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  111., 
^^l!  in  February,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Tyrus 
and  Elizabeth  (King)  Matthews.  The  grand- 
mother King,  on  the  maternal  side,  was  of  aristo- 
cratic parentage.  Her  father  owned  a  large  plan- 
tation in  Kentuck}-,  which  w.as  cultivated  by  slaves. 
The  grandfather,  John  King,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, went  to  Kentucky,  where  he  maried  his  wife, 
and  then  removed  to  Ohio,  where  she  died.  Later 
he  went  to  Illinois,  and  then  to  Kansas,  where  he 
owned  the  land  and  was  the  proprietor  of  the  town 
of  Neosho  Falls.  He  sold  his  interests  there  and 
returned  to  Marshall  County,  111.,  where  he  died 
in  1862. 

Tyrus  Matthews,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Allegany  Ct)unty,  N.  Y.,  and  his  wife  was 
born  in  Ohio.  Tyrus  was  the  son  of  John  Mat- 
thews, a  farmer  of  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  who, 
about  1840,  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Marshall 
County,  where  he  lived  and  died.  When  our  sub- 
ject was  ten  years  of  age  his  mother  died,  leaving 
him  antl  three  sisters — Alice,  Mary  and  Electa.  In 
November,  18G1,  Tyrus  Matthews  was  again  wed- 
ded, this  time  to  Mrs.  Clymena  Scribner,  a  resident 
of  this  count}'  from  1840  until  l«.")ii,  when  she  re- 
moved to  Henry  County,  where  her  second  mar- 
riage was  celebrated.  Ilcr  husband,  Abraham 
Scribner,   was    a    well-known     millwright    of    this 


county,  in  which  his  death  occurred.  Mrs.  Scrib- 
ner was  the  sister  of  Nat  McClare,  a  resident  of 
Washington  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  best  known  men  of  his  day.  He  owned 
;i  large  tract  of  land,  upon  wliieli  the  present  village 
of  Riverside  is  located.  By  her  first  husband  Mrs. 
Tyrus  Matthews  bore  tw<j  children — Imri  and  Ai, 
the  first  a  resident  of  Montana  and  the  latter  of 
Nebr.oska.  After  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Matthews, 
two  children  were  born — IluhJah  and  Louise.  The 
first  is  the  wife  of  (ins  Hahn,  a  dealer  in  harness, 
etc.,  at  Riverside.  Louise  is  the  wife  of  John  Bry- 
ant, a  farmer  of  Iowa  Townshii),  this  countj'.  Al- 
ice, the  wife  of  Capt.  Montgomery  Cooper,  is  a 
resident  of  Florida.  The  Captain  was  born  in  this 
county  and  was  a  sohlier  during  the  late  war,  com- 
nianding  Co.  K,  10th  Iowa  Vol.*  Inf.  Mary  wed- 
ded O;  b.  Huntley,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska,  hut  a 
land-owner  in  this  county.  Electa  is  the  wife  of 
R.  C.  Brown,   a   resident   farmer    of    this    county. 

T3'rus  Matthews  and  his  wife  are  also  residents 
of  Iowa  Township,  he  being  in  his  si.xtieth  j'ear. 
Our  subject  is  his  only  son,  and  was  educated  in 
the  graded  schools  at  Galva,  111.  Dec.  20,  1877, 
his  wedding  w.as  celebrated.  Miss  Lena  Ilahn  be- 
coming his  wife.  Her  parents  were  Charles  and 
Margaret  (Neil)  Hahn,  both  natives  of  Bavaria,  in 
which  country  both  of  thoin  were  born,  reared  and 
married.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1850,  ac- 
companied by  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Ilahu.  The 
party  landed  first  at  New  Orleans,  then  took  pas- 
s.'ige  on  a  steamer  bound  for  Keokuk,  Lee  Co., 
Iowa.  At  St.  Louis  the  father  and  mother  of  Mrs. 
Hahn,  both  aged  people,  died,  presumably  from  old 
age  and  the  long  voyage,  and  as  in  life  the}-  were 
united,  in  death  they  were  not  divided,  both  djMng 
within  forty-eight  hours,  and  were  laid  side  by  side 
in  the  cemetery'  at  St.  Lt)uis.  Four  of  their  sous, 
John,  Matthias,  Christian  and  Frederick,  accom- 
panied the  party  from  Germany.  Their  yt)ungest 
daughter,  IClizabeth,  the  wife  of  Adam  .Schlml)ano, 
a  farmer  of  Lee  County,  Iowa,  preceded  them. 
Both  are  now  deceased. 

Charles  Hahn  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  located 
in  Franklin  Center,  Lee  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  j'et 
resides,  living  a  retired  life,  having  accumulated  a 
competency  for  his  old  age.     For  years  he  worked 
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at  his  trade.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hahu  reared  a  family 
of  five  children,  all  born  in  Iowa  except  the  eldest, 
whose  birthplace  was  aboard  the  "Arcadia"  on  the 
Atlantic.  Henry,  Lena  and  August  are  residents 
of  Riverside;  Adam,  the  husband  of  Fanny  Grass, 
is  a  blacksmith  of  New  Windsor,  Col.;  Frederick 
married  Mrs.  Barbara  Kern  and  resides  in  Franklin 
Center,  Iowa,  by  trade  a  shoemaker.  Elizabeth  was  a 
daughter  of  the  first  wife  of  Charles  Hahn,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Edward  Garlick,  Sergeant  of  Troop  G, 
7th  United  States  Cavalry,  now  stationed  at  Ft. 
Meade,  Dak.  Her  first  husband  was  Henry  Dose, 
a  soldier  who  shared  the  fate  of  many  other  brave 
men  when  Gen.  Custer  and  his  gallant  baud  were 
masacred  by  the  savages.  Mrs.  Garlick  has  been 
on  tiie  frontier  for  years,  sharing  all  vicissitudes  of 
her  husband's  soldier  life,  and  is  the  owner  of  the 
only  horse  uncaptnred  by  the  Indians  when  the  Cus- 
ter massacre  took  place.  It  was  ridden  three  days' 
and  nights  without  food,  and  was  presented  by  its' 
owner  and  the  guide  of  Custer,  to  Mrs.  Garlick. 
August  wedded  Huldah  Matthews,  and  Lena  G.  is 
the  wife  of  G.  T.  Matthews,  as  noted  in  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  their  domestic 
life  in  the  village  of  Riverside,  where  for  a  number 
of  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  livery  business. 
In  connection  with  Robert  S.  Coe,  he  erected  the 
first  livery  barn  in  the  new  town  of  Riverside  in 
1875.  The  next  year  they  sold  out  and  bought 
another  barn,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  the  first 
fire  in  the  village.  In  187G  he  removed  to  Ains- 
worth,  and  for  four  jears  was  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness and  a  general  dealer  in  horses,  buying  and 
shipping,  also  managing  the  mill  at  Ainsworth. 
After  his  return  to  Riverside,  Mr.  Matthews  pur- 
chased the  livery  of  S.  Wombacher  and  the  feed 
stable  of  John  Mertzer,  also  the  harness-shop  of  J. 
J.  Chibak,  which  is  managed  by  August  Hahn, 
brother-in-law  of  our  subject. 

Outside  of  Washington,  Mr.  jNIatthews  has  the 
largest  barn  in  the  county,  and  a  fine  lot  of  horses 
and  buggies.  He  has  been  a  successful  man  in 
business,  beginning  without  capital  and  bearing 
the  disastrous  fire  of  1878  without  insurance. 
Those  losses  were  long  since  retrieved,  and  his 
business  is  now  better  than  ever.  He  has  for  sev- 
eral years  been  Constable  of  the  township,  which  is 
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strongly  Democratic,  being  elected  unanimously 
with  the  exception  of  one  vote.  He  was  later 
elected  Street  Commissioner  of  Riverside,  and  su- 
perintends all  the  grading  of  the  streets  after  they 
are  laid  out.  He  is  an  active  local  politician  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  for  three  years  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Republican  County  Central  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews  are  the  parents  of 
four  children— Clyde  H.,  Gilbert  E.,  Charley  F. 
and  Lola,  all  born  in  Washington  County'. 


ICHAEL  W.  WILSON,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  29,  Washington 
Township,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
Washington  County.  He  is  a  pioneer 
atooag  pioneers,  coming  to  this  county  in  1840, 
and  has -bee^n  identified  with  it  since  that  time.  He 
is  a  native  of  Alleghany  County,  Md.,  born  Aug. 
13,  1808.  Hia  father,  James  Wilson,  was  a  native 
of  Maryland,  born  JNIarch  6,  1781.  His  mother, 
.Martha  (Ashby)  Wilson,  was  also  a  native  of 
that  State,  born  Feb.  12,  1786.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  be 
adults,  one  dying  in  infancy :  Michael,  of  this 
county;  James  R.,  of  Perry  County,  Ohio;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Israel  Moore,  of  Ferry  County,  Ohio;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Robert  Huston,  of  Ferry  County, 
Ohio;  Rachel,  wife  of  Isaac  Cooper,  of  Ferry 
County,  Ohio;  Martha,  wife  of  Isaac  Hull,  of  the 
same  county ;  Jonathan,  the  eldest,  died  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa;  Thomas  died  in  Perry- 
County,  Ohio. 

Politically,  James  Wilson  was  an  old-line  Whig, 
a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay,  and  when  the  latter 
was  defeated  for  the  Presidenc}',  could  scarcely 
restrain  his  feelings.  He  held  several  local  offices 
in  Perry  Countj-,  and  was  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  of  that  county  for  eight  years.  In  his  case, 
it  was  the  oUice  seeking  the  man,  and  not  the  man 
the  office.  He  was  a  great  student,  and  well  posted 
in  the  affairs  of  the  country.  Honest  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  charitable  in  all  laudable  enter- 
prises, there  was  not  a  man  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
more  universally  respected.  He  and  his  wife  were 
life-long    members     of    the    Methodist  Episcopal 


t. 


518 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


4 


Chiirfli,  mid  alwaj-s  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
same.  Janie.s  Wilson  died  iMareh  31,  ItSoS,  and 
Mai'tlia  Wilson  died  in  1«77.     Both  died  in  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  tlie 
pioneer  log  school-house,  attending  school  in  the 
winter,  and  assisting  his  father  upon  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  lie  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-five  3-ears  of  age,  when  he  commenced 
work  for  iiimself,  his  first  venture  being  the  raising 
of  a  crop  of  tobacco,  and  in  which  he  was  quite 
successful,  realizing  quite  a  handsome  sum  for  that 
day.  He  was  married  on  the  loth  of  February, 
1819,  to  Miss  Catherine  Ann  Hood,  born  March  I. 
1826,  in  Perry  County,  Ohio.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Charles  C.  and  Frances  (Hammond) 
Hood,  the  family  being  among  the  best  known  and 
highly  respectcil  in  that  section  of  the  country. 
Judge  Hood  was  a  man  of  strong  common  sense, 
the  people  of  his  section  of  country  going  to  him 
for  legal  advice  to  the  detriment  of  the  attorneys, 
for  he  would  almost  invariabl3'  secure  a  settlement 
of  difHculties  without  litigation.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Hood  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Both  died  in  Perry  Count}-,  Ohio.  In 
1840,  Mr.  Wilson  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  and  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 29,  Washington  Township,  to  which  he  after- 
ward secured  the  deed,  and  which  he  improved, 
and  on  which  he  has  lived  for  almost  a  half  cen- 
tur3'.  To  his  original  purchase  he  has  since  added 
other  purchases,  until  he  now  owns  800  acres  of 
land,  lj"ing  within  a  short  distance  of  the  city  of 
Washington.  When  the  second  purchase  was  made 
from  the  Indians,  Jlr.  Wilson  went  to  Mahaska 
County,  made  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  on  Six-Mile 
Prairie,  and  there  improved  a  good  farm,  though 
he  never  moved  to  that  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  are  the  ])arents  of  four  liv- 
ing children:  Charles  J.,  an  attorney -at-Iaw,  Wash- 
ington, Iowa,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work;  Thomas  resides  in  Mahaska  County, 
Iowa;  he  married  Frances  Davis,  b}'  wlnmi  he  has 
two  children,  Catherine  and  Clara.  William  Willis, 
of  this  county,  married  Emma  Ream,  and  has  one 
child,  Charles  II;  Allic  A.  resides  at  home.  In  pol- 
itics, Mr.  AVilson  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  a 
member   of   the  Methodist   Episcopal    Church,  of 


which  body  his  wife  is  a  member,  and  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Church  ahvays\-ontributes  quite  liber- 
allj-.  Financially,  his  life  has  been  a  success.  In 
addition  to  his  land,  ho  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
1  Washington  National  Bank,  and  has  been  one  of  its 
Directors  almost  from  the  time  of  its  organization. 
Of  a  jovial  disposition,  looking  upon  the  bright  side 
of  life  at  all  times,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  host  of  friends  and  enjoys  the  respect 
an<l  confidence  of  his  fellowmen,  which  is  only  ac- 
quired b}-  right  dealing. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  may  be  found 
portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  which  'will  be 
well  appreciated  by  the  readers  of  this  work. 
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^^EORGE  W.  HOWE,  attorney-at-law,  real- 
(||  (-—,  estate  agent  and  loan  broker,  Washington, 
'^^ill  Iowa,  was  born  in  Albany,  Delaware  Co., 
Ind.,  May  ■2.5,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Nathan 
D.  and  Mercle  (Crone)  Howe.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1775,  and  the 
mother  of  New  York,  born  in  1800.  Both  of  them 
moved  to  Ohio  in  an  earl}'  <lay,  and  were  there 
married.  By  their  union  there  was  a  famil}'  of  six 
children,  live  of  whom  are  living:  Thom.as  J.,  now 
of  Warren  County,  Ohio,  enlisted  in  the  1st  Ohio 
Cavalry  and  served  three  years;  Louisa  is  the 
widow  of  Mason  Chenowith,  and  resides  in  Celina, 
Mercer  Co.,  Ohio;  Margaret  married  Rev.  J.  Bot- 
kin,  who  died  in  Washington,  Iowa,  in  1871 ;  Eliz- 
abeth married  Hazael  Weldy,  now  of  West  Charles- 
ton, Miami  Co.,  Ohio;  George  W.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Dr.  Howe  was  of  the  regular  school, 
and  practiced  for  a  number  of  j'ears  at  Old  Town, 
Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  then  moved  to  Indiana,  then  back 
to  Ohio,  locating  in  West  Minster,  Auglaize 
County.  While  engaged  in  his  professional  duties, 
a  horse  fell  with  him,  injuring  him  seriously,  so 
that  he  had  to  abandon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  died  at  Milledgoville,  Fayette  Co.,  Ohio, 
in  1859,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Mrs.  Howe  sub- 
sequently married  Lewis  D.  Paris,  and  died  in 
January,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  j'ears. 

George   W.  Howe  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion, and  for  a  time  engaged   in  teaching  school,  w 
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though  at  the  time  having  in  view  the  study  of 
law.  In  186G  he  comiuenced  regularly  the  reading 
of  law,  and  in  1868  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  Cincinnati  Law  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1870.  In  1872  lie  came  to  Washing- 
ton, where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  L.. Twin- 
ing in  the  practice  of  law.  This  partnership  was 
dissolved  in  June,  187-2.  In  August,  1872,  he 
went  to  Lebanon,  Ind.,  and  there  married  Miss 
Mary  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Davis,  of  that 
place.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  them : 
Charles  D.,  aged  thirteen,  and  Mercie  M.,  eight 
years  of  age. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Flowe  re- 
turned with  his  bride  to  Washington,  where  they 
have  since  resided,  and  wiiere  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  to  which  he  has 
added  the  buying  and  selling  of  real  estate  and  the 
loaning  of  money  for  Eastern  and  home  capitalists. 
Politically,  Mr.  Ilowe  was,  up  to  1884,  a  Repub- 
lican, but  is  now  in  hearty  accord  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Cleveland.  Sociall3',  he  is  a 
member  of  Hawkeye  Lodge  No.  1,  A.  O.  U.  W.  In 
everj'  enterprise  for  the  good  of  Washington,  city 
or  county,  Mr.  Howe  can  always  be  found  at  the 
front,  advocating  the  measure  with  peii  and  voice. 
Having  clear-cut  ideas  as  to  what  will  promote  the 
interests  of  the  communitj'  in  which  he  resides,  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  advocate  them  as  the  oppor- 
tunity presents  itself. 


""WV  *'\tj2j£j2^©*|@**-| 


>>»^^J/JTT2r»v. -Wv. 


t 


ARCHIBALD  DAVIDSON,  section  7,  High- 
(I^O     land  Township,   is  one   of  the   prominent 

llfw  stock-raisers  and  farmers  of  Washington 
g*  Count}'.     He  was  born  March  13,  1837,  in 

Venango  County,  Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Major)  Davidson.  (Thomas  David- 
son is  the  subject  of  a  sketch  found  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.) 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  the 
farm  of  his  native  State,  and  in  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  or  until  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah  Eakiu,  daughter  of  William  and  Maria  Eakin, 


the  father  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  mother  of 
Pennsylvania.  IMr.  and  Rlrs.  Davidson  have  been 
the  parents  of  five  children,  namel}':  Minnie  J.,  a 
teacher;  William  P.,  a  farmer,  residing  in  Greeley 
County,  Kan.;  Edwin  J.,  at  home;  Thomas  O. 
and  Stella  M.  They  remained  in  Penns3ivania, 
living  upon  the  farm  which  his  father  then  owned- 
until  the  fall  of  I8G7,  when  they  came  to  Iowa  and 
settled  in  Jackson  Township,  wliore  they  resided 
one  3'ear,  and  then  moved  to  section  7,  Highland 
Township.  Here  Mr.  Davidson  has  since  lived, 
and  owns  a  farm  of  130  acres,  120  acres  under  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation  and  ten  acres  of  timber. 
He  has  held  various  township  offices,  and  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
to  which  office  he  was  elected  b}'  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  an  outspoken  temperance  man,  well 
versed  in  public  affairs,  and  in  his  native  State  al- 
ways took  a  lively  part  in  political  matters.  Mr. 
Davidson  and  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  giving  both  time 
and  means  to  advance  its  interests. 

';f;;AMES  FLEMING,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  2,  Washington  Township,  was  born 
in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  30,  1824. 
His  father,  James  Fleming,  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  while  his  mother,  Jane  (Black)  Fleming, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsj'lvania.  They  were  married 
in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  James,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Stephen 
Brewer,  now  of  Butler  County,  Pa.;  Alexander, 
of  Pottawatomie  County,  Kan.;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Robert  Fulton,  of  this  county,  and  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Wilson  Hazlett.  In  early  life  Mr.  Fleming  was 
politically  a  Whig,  but  with  anti-slavery  tenden- 
cies, and  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  became  identified  with  it.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  in  early  life, 
but  on  the  union  of  that  body  with  the  Associate 
Church  became  a  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church.  His  wife  was  also  a  member  of 
that  body.  He  died  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  in 
1872,  and  Mrs.  Fleming  in  1865. 
. ■» 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  working  in  suninier  and  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county  during  tlie  winter 
months.  The  school  facilities  of  that  day  were 
very  meager  indeed,  l)ut  young  James  availed  him- 
self of  all  the  opportunities  afforded  him.  After 
leaving  llie  farm,  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rolling- 
mill  at  Pillsbnrgh,  Pa.  In  1847  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  McAllister,  a  native  of 
the  same  county  and  State  in  which  he  was  born. 
They  wcrt'  children  together,  and  attended  the 
same  school  and  church.  In  the  spring  of  1849 
they  left  Pennsylvania  i'ov  the  West,  coming 
through  by  water  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  bringing 
with  them  one  horse,  on  which  Mrs.  Fleming  rode 
and  carried  their  child,  which  was  then  about  one 
year  old.  iMr.  Fleming  came  the  entire  distance 
from  lUirlington  to  this  county  on  foot.  For  three 
years  he  rented  land,  and  then  purchasad  wild 
prairie  in  the  northeast  part  of  Washington  Town- 
ship, and  is  now  the  oldest  settler  in  that  section. 
At  the  time  of  their  settlement,  the  country  around 
them  was  unoccupied  and  neighbors  were  few  and 
far  between.  W  hen  Mr.  Fleming  came  to  Wash- 
ington County  he  had  nothing  on  which  to  live, 
but  with  vvilling  hands  and  a  disi)osition  to  work, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  wife,  he  deterniincd  on 
procuring  a  good  lionie.  By  careful  economy  and 
hard  work  the  object  of  his  life  has  been  secured, 
and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  205  acres  of  land,  all 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  jxditics  he  is 
a  strong  supporter  of  the  Prohibition  party,  being 
a  temperance  man  from  principle. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Fleming  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  foui'  of  whom  are  living:  William  and 
Anna  reside  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  .Sarah  is  at 
home,  and  James  V.  in  Colorado.  Mrs.  Fleming 
died  in  187y.  She  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  C'huich,  and  was  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  her.  In  IfSHO  Mr.  Fleming  again 
married,  choosing  as  a  companion  Mrs.  Rosenberg, 
the  widow  of  Jonathan  iio.senberg,  and  a  native  of 
Ohio. 

In  1«U4  Mr.  Fleming  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  46tli 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Keokuk, 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Mi'.  Flem- 
ing has  now  been  a  citizen  of  Washington  County 


I    for  thirty-eight  years,  and   is   well  entitled   to   the 

i    name  of  an  old  settler,  and  should   be   honored   by 

the  rising  generation  for  being  one  of  the    number 

that  has  made  Washington  County  tuie  of  the  best 

in  the  State  of  Iowa. 


■*-B- 


)  W.  NICOLA,  junior  member  of  the  Arm  of 
Fesler  ck  Nicola,  dealers  in  hardware,  furni- 
ture and  farm  implements,  A\'ellinan,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  Aug.  28, 
18.')1,  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.  lie  is  a  son  of 
Jacob  and  Sarah  (Cress)  Nicola,  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  parents  of  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  .lohn,  a  farmer  of  Washing- 
ton Township;  Catherine,  wife  of  t)tha  James,  re- 
sides in  Indianola,  Iowa;  Henry,  an  Adventist  min- 
ister, residing  at  New  Sharon,  Iowa;  Zalmon,  a 
farmer,  residing  in  IIigiilan<l  Township:  Mareellus, 
a  farmer  residing  in  Harper  County,  Kan.;  Eugen- 
nus,  a  merchant  in  Hiverside,  Wasiiington  County; 
Collin,  also  a  merchant  in  Riverside;  Aniaziah,  a 
hardware  merchant  at  Riverside;  Lucinda,  de- 
ceased. 

The  family  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio 
alxiut  1852.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  the  entire  family  were  reared  upon  a  farm. 
In  the  fall  of  1854,  they  removed  from  Ohio  to 
Iowa  City,  where  they  remained  a  few  months,  when 
the  father  i)urehased  3.')0  acres  of  land  near  Pilot 
I  Grove,  a  part  of  which  was  in  Liiue  Creek  and  the 
remainder  in  Cedar  Township.  Here  the  family  re- 
mained nntil  the  death  of  the  mother  in  April, 
1 8G'J.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Adventist  Church, 
active  and  influential  in  all  Church  work,  and  a  kind 
and  indulgent  mother.  The  father  sulisequently 
married  Mrs.  Ewing  and  removed  from  the  farm  to 
the  cit^-  of  Washington,  Iowa,  and  there  engaged 
in  running  a  hotel  about  two  years.  He  then  moved 
to  Riverside,  where  he  died  Feb.  10,  1885.  He  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  a  public-spir- 
ited man,  who  gave  his  children  tlie  benelits  of  a 
good  common  education.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  liberal  in  his  views.  He  was  hon- 
ored at  various  times  by  election  to  local  ollices. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  left  the  parental    roof 
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at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  anrl  learned  the  trade  of 
a  blacksmith,  in  which  occupation  he  was  engaged 
for  ten  _years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  connection  vvith  a  creamery  at  River- 
side, AVashington  County,  and  there  remained  four 
years.  Selling  his  interest  at  Riverside,  he  removed 
to  Weliman  and  purch.ased  a  half  interest  in  the 
hardware,  furniture  and  farm  implement  establish- 
ment of  D.  A.  Fesler,  and  also  in  the]|stock  of  E.  S. 
Fesler,  at  Kalona,  organizing  the  firm  of  Fesler  & 
Nicola  at  Weliman,  and  E.  S.  Fesler  &  Co.,  at  Ka- 
lona. Both  firms  carry  a  complete  line  of  hard- 
ware and  furniture,  together  vvith  farm  implements. 
The  stock  at  Weliman  is  valued  at  about  $8,000. 
Both  men  composing  the  firm  are  well  known  citi- 
zens of  Washington  County,  are  pleasing  and  agree- 
able gentlemen  at  all  times,  and  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  give  satisfaction  to  their  numerous 
patrons. 

On  the  27th  day  of  April,  187G,  Mr.  Nicola  ivas 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Richards,  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  born  .Jan.  .5,  1856,  and  daughter  of 
G.  B.  and  Louisa  (Ballangee)  Richards,  the  former 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the  latter  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicola  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
born  Jan.  -27,  1883.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 
Mr.  Nicola  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Weliman,  and  is  ever  ready  to 
assist  in  the  prosecution  of  any  work  for  the  public 
interest. 

-s-J-* — o.'i=sMl!>i>-9S"> §— J-* 

,,..,    M.  ROWAN,  proiM-ietor  of  a   livery   and 
(G^/4Jl    feed  stable,  at  Ainsworth,  Iowa,  is  a  native 
of  Westmoreland  Count}',  Pa.,   born  Sept. 
_  1),  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  .John  and   Sarah 

(Mc(Tk)ughlin')  Rowan.  In  1  S5G,  the  famil}'  emi- 
grated to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Oregon  Township,  where  they  still  reside. 
The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  came  to  this  county 
with  liis  parents,  and  here  grew  to  manhood,  being 
reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  county.  His  occupation  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  that  of  a  farmer, 
but  since  188G  he  has  been  engaged  in  tlie  livery 
liusiness  in  Ainsworth. 

In  1871  Mv.  R.  was  united  in  marriage  vvith  Miss 


Fann3'  Clement,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  1 852, 
and  daughter  of  Malinand  Mary  (Palmer)  Clement. 
By  this  union  there  have  been  three  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living,  Ida  and  Mary.  The  deceased 
was  Irene. 

Mr.  Rowan  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  United 
Presb3-terian  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. Mrs.  Rowan  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Both  are  highly  respected  citizens  of  the 
community  where  they  reside,  each  endeavoring  to 
do  their  duty  in  all  things. 


r^RANCIS  TREBILCOCK,  a  retired  farmer, 
|— Vgjj  now  residing  in  Washington,  is  a  native  of 
[[  Cornwall,  EngLand.  born  Oct.  10,  1823,  and 
is  the  son  of  Frank  and  Ann  (Dowrick)  Trebil- 
cock,  both  of  whom  vrere  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try. Frank  Trebilcock  was  born  Dec.  24,  1798, 
and  died  Aug.  31,  1870,  aged  seventy-one  years, 
seven  months  and  ten  days;  and  Ann  Dowrick  was 
born  Feb.  25,  1800,  .and  died  Oct.  5,  1869,  aged 
sixty-nine  years,  seven  months  and  six  days.  They 
were  married  in  1821,  and  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  he  adults. 
Their  record  is  as  follows:  William  D.,  born  May 
12,  1822;  Francis,  Oct.  10,  1823;  John,  Nov.  18, 
1824;  .loanna,  March  28,  1829;  Catherine  D.,  May 
2,  1833;  Joseph  D.,  May  6,  1834;  James  H.,  July 
6,  1835;  Mary  J.,  Dec.  21,  1836;  Jeffrey,  July  3, 
1839;  -loanna  (2d),  Oct.  4,  1840;  Margaret,  Jan. 
25,  1842;  George  J.,  Jan.  26,  1845.  Those  now 
deceased  are  William  D.,  Joanna  D.,  Marj'  J.,  Jef- 
frey and  George  J. 

The  life  of  Frank  Trebilcock,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  an  active  one.  In  1824  he  was  sent 
by  a  company  to  Peru,  where  he  had  charge  of  a 
number  of  men  engaged  in  silver  mining,  remain- 
ing there  four  years,  discharging  his  duty  in  a 
faithful  manner.  Returning  home,  he  remained 
there  till  1828,  when  he  was  sent  to  Mexico,  where 
he  was  employed  in  gold  mining  for  four  years. 
After  returning  to  England,  he  made  up  his  mind 
to  come  to  the  United  .States  with  his  family,  for 
permanent  residence.  Accordingly,  in  1S34  they 
set  sail  for  the  States,  and  landed  in  Pliiladelphiaj' 
■► 
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from  whence  they  went  to  Morgan  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  reniaiiied  a  short  time,  anil  tiien  went 
to  Athens,  now  Vinton  Countj',  in  the  same  State. 
Here  the  fatlier  purchaser!  land  and  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1849  he  went  to  California,  Ijeing 
among  the  first  to  visit  the  New  Kldorado.  Wliile 
in  California  he  engaged  in  mining,  but  on  account 
of  ill-healtii  was  soon  compelled  to  return  home. 
By  reason  of  this  visit  to  California  at  that  time, 
he  was  ever  afterward  spoi^en  of  as  one  of  the 
"■old  49ers."     After  considering  the  matter  well,  in 

1854  he  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  and  first 
located  in  Washington  Count}-,  but  in  the  spring  of 

1855  moved  to  Van  Bnren  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased land,  and  again  engaged  in  farming.  Mr. 
Trebilcock  was  a  man  of  considerable  force  of  char- 
acter, a  great  reader  and  observer  of  passing  events. 
In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat.  Himself  and  wife 
were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  for 
many  j^ears.  Both  died  in  Van  Buren  Count}',  and 
were  there  laid  to  rest.  Rearing  a  large  family  of 
children,  they  were  required  .at  times  to  make  seri- 
ous sacrifices,  but  everj'  sacrifice  made  to  benefit 
the  "flesh  of  their  flesh  and  bone  of  their  bone"  w.as 
cheerfully  made.  Tliey  lived  to  see  llieir  children 
well  settled  in  life. 

Francis  Trebilcock,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  .about  nine  years  of  age  when  the  family  carae 
to  this  country.  Tliat  part  of  Ohio  in  which  they 
settled  w.as  yet  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and 
the  farmers'  boys  were  not  then  permitted  to  live 
lives  of  idleness,  but  were  required  to  be  up  with 
the  sun,  and  be  ver}'  thankful  if  they  could  retire 
with  the  lark.  The  farm  must  be  cleared,  grain 
must  be  sowed,  the  harvest  must  be  reaped,  and 
every  member  of  the  family'  from  the  youngest  to 
the  oldest,  was  required  to  do  his  or  her  part. 
Young  Francis  faitlifully  did  his  work,  and  was 
thankful  for  tlie  <jppurtunity  of  attending  scliool  in 
the  old  log  school-house  three  months  in  winter, 
trudging  through  the  snow  a  mile  and  a  half.  The 
schools  in  those  days  were  not  of  tiie  best,  but 
from  the  old  log  school-houses  of  the  i)ii)neors  have 
graduated  some  of  the  al)lest  men  and  women  of 
this  land — statesmen,  law^-ers,  doctors,  ministers, 
and  the  best  mothers  in  llic  world. 

Da^'s,  months  and  years   pjvssed,  and   the  little 


English  lad  grew  to  manhood,  strong  in  mind  and 
physical  powers,  and  forming  an  acquaintance  with 
Miss  Mar}'  M.  Mayhew,  wiiich  ripened  into  love, 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1840,  they  were  united 
in  marriage  in  Vinton  County,  Ohio.  She  was 
born  in  Athens  Count}',  Ohio,  May  23,  1  829,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Aurilla  Mayhew, 
who  were  among  the  pioneers  of  that  section  of 
the  .State.  Of  a  family  of  ten  children  born  unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trebilcock,  six  are  now  living:  ^Me- 
lissa  A.,  born  July  4,  1849,  is  the  wife  of  Pulaski 
Maxwell,  a  farmer  of  Washington  Count}';  Harriet 
A.,  born  June  23,  1851,  married  A.  L.  Smouse,  of 
Des  Moines;  Venitia  E.,  born  Oct.  2,  1859,  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Gardner,  of  Kingman  County, 
Kan.;  Margaret,  born  June  24,  18G2,  married  H. 
D.  Goble,  and  resides  in  this  county;  Calvary  F., 
born  Oct.  1,  1865,  is  attending  school  at  Des 
Moines,  and  Bessie,  born  Dec.  2,  1872,  resides  at 
home. 

Mr.  Trebilcock  came  West  with  his  family  at  the 
same  time  as  did  his  father.  He  purch.osed  an  un- 
improved farm  in  Oregon  Township,  on  which  a 
small  frame  house  had  been  liuill,  and  in  which  the 
family  lived  until  18G1,  when  lie  built  one  of  the 
best  farm  houses  then  in  the  township.  In  1877 
he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  another  in  .lack- 
son  Township,  where  he  moved  and  remained  two 
years.  He  then  went  to  Ainsworth  and  eng.aged 
in  the  mercantile  and  grain  trade.  About  the  same 
time  he  erected  a  business  house  at  Havre,  where 
he  also  eng.aged  in  the  grain  trade,  and  w.as  instru- 
mental in  having  a  i)ost-office  established  there,  re- 
ceiving an  appointment  as  Postmaster.  Selling  his 
business  at  Ainsworth  in  1882,  and  at  Havre  in 
1883,  he  moved  to  Washington,  where  he  has  since 
lived  a  retired  life. 

Mr.  Trebilcock  came  to  this  county  in  limited 
circumstances,  but  by  industry  and  economy,  and 
Willi  the  aid  of  a  wife  wiio  has  been  truly  to  him  a 
heli>mec't,  he  has  amassed  property  enough  to  keep 
the  family  comfortably  his  reniaiiiing  days.  While 
not  among  the  first  to  settle  here,  he  yet  came  at  a 
time  wlieii  the  greater  part  of  the  county  was  in  a 
wild  state,  and  in  its  development  he  has  contrib- 
uted his  share.  In  addition  to  property  in  Ains- 
worth, he   has  an  excellent  farm   of  200   acres  in 
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Jackson   Township,  and   a  grain  house,  scales  and 
stoi'elionse  in  Havre. 

Politicall}-,  Ml-.  Trebileoclv  is  a  Democrat,  but 
takes  no  active  part  in  political  matters,  especially 
of  a  partisan  nature,  though  he  manages  to  keep 
posted  on  :ill  questions  that  agitate  the  country. 
Religiously,  lie  afliliates  with  the  United  Brethren 
in  Clirist,  while  his  wife  is  a  memljer  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  educational  matters 
he  evinces  a  deep  interest  and  has  ever  been  a 
friend  to  tlie  public  schools.  As  a  citizen  he  is 
ever  ready  to  do  his  part  in  anything  that  will  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  comraunitj'.  The  Treb- 
ilcock  family  have  agenealogical  record  in  the  iiands 
of  J.  D.  Trebilgock,  of  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  which 
traces  the  family  history  back  300  years. 
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ENRY  SOMMER.  residing  on  section  27, 
INIarion  Township,  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  born  in  1844,  and  is  the  son 
of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Soramer,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio.  His  fatiicr  was 
born  ill  l.SOO,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Somer- 
set County,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  about 
twenty-five  years  old,  when  lie  emigrated  to  Tus- 
carawas County,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  five  3'ears, 
and  then  moved  to  Holmes  Countj',  in  the  same 
State,  and  there  lived  eighteen  years  engaged  in 
milling  and  farming.  In  May,  1853,  lie  came  to 
Wasiiington  County,  where  he  has  since  lived,  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

Joseph  Sommer  was  married,  in  1830,  to  Eliza- 
beth Miller,  and  of  this  union  were  eleven  children, 
seven  now  living:  Susan,  wife  of  Samuel  Ilage,  now 
in  Arkansas;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Eicher, 
of  Blarion  Township;  Eve,  the  wife  of  Peter  Gold- 
smith, of  Wyoming  Territory;  Barbary,  the  wife  of 
Peter  Miller,  of  Marion  Township;  Henry,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  Lucinda,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Rum- 
ble, of  Union  County,  Ore. ;  Mattie,  the  wife  of 
Wash  Neff,  of  Henry  County  ;  Catherine  married 
Daniel  Winters,  and  died  in  Ohio,  in  1882;  Jacob 
died  in  infancy,  in  1834;  Levi  died  in  1841),  aged 


fourteen  years;  Elizabeth  died  in  1852,  aged 
two  years.  The  mother  died  Sept.  20,  1874,  aged 
sixty-five  years  and  two  months.  Tiie  father  is 
still  living,  and  making  his  home  with  his  son 
Henry.      He  is  of  French  and  German  descent. 

Henry  Sommer.  the  subject  of  this  slictch,  came 
to  this  county  in  company  with  his  parents,  June 
29,  1853.  They  settled  on  section  27,  Marion 
Township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  has  since  lived. 
The  home  farm  originally  consisted  of  120  acres  of 
partially  improved  land.  This  was  brought  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  sixty  acres  added 
to  the  oi'lginal  purchase;  the  estate  now  comprises 
180  acres.  In  July,  1866,  Mr.  Sommer  married 
Hetty  Fishlurn,  a  native  of  Greene  County,  Ohio. 
They  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Charles  F., 
Joseph,  David; Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Leslie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sommer  are  members  of  the  Men- 
nonite  Church  of  Marion  Township.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing his  second  term  as  Township  Assessor.  In  his 
youth  and  young  manhood  he  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  which  he  has  followed  in  connection 
with  farming.  In  the  neighborhood  where  he  re- 
sides, and  by  all  who  know  him,  he  is  regarded  as 
a  first-class  citizen,  one  whose  word  is  as  good  as 
his  bond.  His  father  is  also  a  member  of  the  Men- 
nonite  Church. 
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yO.  HOFSTEATER  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  22,  Oregon 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Putnam 
County,  Ohio,  born  June  8,  1848,  and  is  the  son 
of  Eli  and  I^liza  (Strain)  Hofsteater,  tiie  former  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  of  German  descent,  and  the 
latter  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Irish  descent. 

The  family  came  to  this  county  in  1852,  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  four  years  of 
age.  Here  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  Washington  Count}'. 
i  He  was  married  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  in  1873, 
to  Maria  A.  Sweet,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Charity 
(Hayden)  Sweet,  who  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
that  county,  settling  there  in  1836,  but  three  years 
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after  the  territory  was  open  to  settlement,  and  ten 
years  before  the  admission  of  Iowa  as  a  State.  She 
was  born  in  Louisa  County,  Dec.  28,  1852.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hofsteater  have  three  children — Nettie 
v.,  Nora  I.  and  William  F. 

Mr.  Hofsteater  is  a  member  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  while  Mrs.  Hofsteater  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcop-al  Church.  Both  are 
highlj"  respected  b}-  friends  and  neighbors.  One, 
a  native  born  lowan,  the  other  having  spent  all  his 
life  here  with  the  exception  of  the  fust  four  years, 
they  know  something  of  pioneer  life,  and  have 
lived  to  see  most  of  the  changes  that  have  been 
wrought  in  Washington  and  Louisa  Counties.  lu 
the  development  of  this  section  of  the  State,  ea,ch 
has  contributed  his  or  her  part.  The  parents  of 
Mr.  Hofsteater  are  yet  residing  in  this  county,  and 
are  numbered  among  its  best  citizens,  enjoying  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them.  .  •  . 

Mr.  Hofsteater  was  a  resident  of  Dallas  County, 
Iowa,  nine  years,  and  in  that  as  in  Washington 
County,  he  followed  his  chosen  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  was  elected  by  the  l{c|)ublican  parly  to 
the  office  of  Township  Assessor  of  Lincoln  Town- 
ship, Dallas  County,  two  terms,  and  filled  the  ofBce 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  cun- 
tituents.  Mr.  Hofsteater  is  a  public-spirited  man, 
and  feels  an  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
county  in  which  he  lives. 


^^EORGE  DICKINSON,  farmer  and  stock- 
111  g— ,  raiser,  section  17,  Clay  Township,  was  born 
^^jj  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  3,  ls;J4,  and 
is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza  Dickinson,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  Tlie3'  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children:  .Julia,  the  wife  of  .lohnson 
Barnes,  a  farmer  in  Clay  Township;  Hiram  is  a  far- 
mer residing  in  Clay  Township;  Olive  is  the  wife 
of  Wells  de  Wolf,  a  fanner  in  Republic  County, 
Kan.;  George,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Cyrus,  a 
farmer  in  Clay  Townshij);  Emily,  tiie  wife  of  Reu- 
ben Ash,  a  farmer  in  Clay  Township;  Chloe,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Alfred  Pringle;  Mary  E., 
the  widow  of  .James  Fitch,  resides  in  T.aylor 
County,  Iowa;  James  and  John  M.  are  farmers  re- 


siding in  Clay  Township;  Samuel  is  a  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa. 

The  family  moved  from  Ohio  in  184G,  starting 
to  Wisconsin,  but  on  arriving  at  Montrose  found 
the  river  so  low  as  to  render  it  unnavigable.  They 
were  then  persuaded  bj-  William  Reed  to  come  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa.  On  arriving  in  this 
countj-  he  purchased  KJO  acres,  it  being  the  claim 
of  an  early  settler.  In  the  fall  of  1857  he  traded 
his  farm  for  three  ytjke  of  cattle,  with  the  intention 
of  returning  to  t)iiio.  Changing  his  mind  he  rented 
a  farm  here,  and  here  he  has  continued  to  reside, 
with  the  exception  of  six  years  spent  in  Wisconsin, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm.  Returning  to  Wash- 
ington Count}-  he  bought  fift^'-nine  acres  of  land 
on  which  he  continued  to  live  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  18C'J.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist E|)iscopal  Chuich,  and  always  took  an  active 
interest  in  Church  work.  His  widow  yet  survives 
hiui,  making  her  home  with  her  children.  She  is 
now  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health.  She  was  also  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  E|)iscopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch.  George  Dickinson, 
was  reare<l  upon  a  farm,  and  on  the  17th  day  of 
March,  1800,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Amelia  Wagoner,  wild  was  born  .Marrli  17.  1840, 
in  Virginia,  and  the  daughter  of  Jacob  anil  Cath- 
arine W.igoner,  who  were  also  natives  of  that 
State.  .She  came  from  Virginia  witli  her  parents, 
m.aking  the  trip  from  that  Suite  to  Washing- 
ton County,  Iowa,  b_v  team.  Her  father  died  in 
February,  1887,  and  her  mother  is  yet  living  in 
Clay  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  have  five 
children:  John,  born  Feb.  i;5.  18(>1,  is  a  farmer  in 
Holt  County,  Neb.;  Mary,  born  .hnie  22,  1863; 
Charles,  born  June  8,  18G0;  Jacob  F.,  born  Se|)t.  3, 
18G9;  Carrie,  born  Sept.  22.  1872.  The  first  three 
are  now  living  in  Holt  Count}',  Neb.,  where  they 
are  the  owners  of  640  acres  of  land.  In  1867  Mr. 
Dickinson  purchased  eight}-  acres  of  land  in  Clay 
Township,  and  at  once  began  its  improvement.  He 
has  since  added  thirty  acres  to  his  original  pur- 
chase, and  now  has  a  farm  of  1 20  acres  t)f  good 
land,  all  under  fence  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

Mr.    Dickinson   commenced  life  in  Washington' 
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County  in  very  limited  circumstances,  but  has  by 
industry  and  economy  acquired  a  fine  propertj'. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  afflicted  with 
weak  eyes,  and  for  some  time  the  management  of 
the  farm  has  been  in  the  hands  of  his  sons.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Diclvinson  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Cliurcii.  They  have  given  each  of 
their  children  a  good  education,  thus  fitting  them 
for  useful  lives. 

*       Jt!  S.  GRIFFITH,   farmer  and  stock-raiser,  a 
\\\  „  ///    portrait  of  whom  appears  upon  the  opposite 
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page,  isi'esiding  on  section  14,  Lime  Creek 
Township.  He  was  born  in  AVashington  County, 
Ind.,  Nov.  25,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Horatio  and 
Elizabeth  W.  (Fleming)  (irifflth,  who  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1818.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Western  New  York,  born  in  1796.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1800.  They  removed  to 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  in  the  summer  of  1818, 
and  remained  there  until  182C,  then  went  back  to 
New  York,  near  Geneseo,  in  Livingston  County, 
where  Horatio  Griffith  bought  a  tract  of  land,  which 
he  subsequently  sold  on  time,  and  went  to  work  by 
the  month.  After  he  had  made  collection  on  the 
sale,  he  again  moved  with  his  family  to  Washington 
County,  Ind.,  in  1831,  settling  in  Brown  Township, 
and  residing  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1846.  He  was  a  very  active  man  and  took  a 
lively  interest  in  public  affairs,  was  a  great  admirer 
of  J.  Q.  Adams  and  Henry  Clay,  and  was  an  enthusi- 
astic supporter  of  W.  H.  Harrison.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Griffith  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  nine  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity:  W.  S.,  of  whom  we  write, 
was  first  in  order  of  birth ;  .Jackson  died  at  about 
the  age  of  six  years,  in  New  York;  Martha  is  the 
widow  of  Washington  Wright,  and  resides  in  Or- 
leans, Iowa;  Margaret  F.,  the  widow  of  Argus 
Clarke,  now  resides  in  Whiteside  County,  111. ; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Sanford  Townsley,  resides  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  Nebraska;  Charlotte,  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Clark,  resides  in  Custer  County, 
Neb. ;  Sarah,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Franklin 
Whissinand,  who  is  also  deceased;  Ellen  died  in 
1855   in  this  county;  James   F.   was  a  farmer    in 


Pawnee  County,  Neb.;  he  died  Oct.  16,  1885,  leav- 
ing a  wife  and  eight  children.  John  W.  is  a  farmer 
in  Lime  Creek  Township;  one  died  in  iiifanc}'. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Iowa  in  1845, 
and  took  a  claim  near  South  English  River,  town- 
ship 77,  range  11,  Keokuk  County,  consisting  of 
320  acres  of  land.  He  then  returned  to  Indiana  in 
August,  and  in  April  of  1846  returned  to  his  claim 
and  raised  a  crop  that  summer.  He  had  some 
prairie  broken,  and  in  1848  rented  his  farm,  going 
to  Wassonville,  where  he  engaged  in  carpentering, 
continuing  there  at  different  kinds  of  work  until 
1849,  when  he  commenced  repairing  wagons  and 
making  new  ones  till  the  fall  of  1850.  In  the 
spring  of  1850  he  sold  his  land  near  South  English 
for  a  horse  and  a  note  of  $100  without  interest, 
having  decided  to  go  to  California.  If  he  returned 
from  California  the  note  was  to  be  paid,  if  not,  the 
note  was  not  to  be  paid;  but  the  contemplated  trip 
was  not  made.  July  2,  1850,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  A.  Bower,  a  daughter  of  Anthony 
Bower.  Mrs.  Griffith  was  a  native  of  Maryland. 
By  this  union  four  children  were  born;  of  that  num- 
ber one  is  yet  living,  Scott,  who  was  educated  for 
the  law,  but  followed  teaching  and  is  now  residing 
near  Astoria,  Ore.      Mrs.  Griffith  died  in   18G0. 

In  1850,  our  subject  bought  132  acres  of  land 
near  Da3'ton,  and  sold  the  same  in  1854,  buying 
land  on  sections  21  and  28,  of  township  77,  range 
9,  consistingof  160  acres,  and  followed  farming  un- 
til the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  In  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  the  State  service  and  went  to  Davenport, 
but  was  rejected  and  came  home.  Nov.  17,  1861, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Christina  Sar- 
gent. Her  maiden  name  w.as  Foster.  By  this 
union  two  children  were  born,  both  dying  in  in- 
fancy.    The  mother  died  Nov.  29,  1863. 

In  April,  1865,  Mr.  Griffith  bought  a  half  interest 
in  the  Wassonville  mill,  and  removed  to  that  vil- 
lage, where  he  remained  until  1866,  when  he  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Dayton,  eng.aging  in  the  general 
merchandise  business  at  that  place,  continuing  there 
until  the  spring  of  1867,  when  he  again  sold  out  and 
moved  to  the  Dickenson  place  on  section  22,  Lime 
Creek  Township.  March  4,  1869,  he  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  Mrs.  Hannah  A.  Berry  becom- 
ing his   wife.     She   was  born  in  Washington,  111.,' 
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Aug.  15.1840,  and  was  the  daiightcM-  of  Horatio 
Wanton  and  Kosanna  (Laniont)  Parker,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Six 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Martha  W., 
the  wife  of  Dennis  Bull,  a  farmer  of  l^inie  Creek 
Township; Nellie  G.,at  home; Charles  W.,  deceased  ; 
one  who  died  in  infancy;  Robert  Parker  and  James 
Mack.  Mrs.  Grillilli  was  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren bj"  her  first  husband,  AVilliani  Hayes:  Susan 
married  Philip  Whetstine;  Lucy  .1.,  deceased; 
Wanton,  deceased  ;  Laui'a,  the  wife  of  James  Coffey. 
In  187(),  Mr.  Grilllth  bought  seventy-nine  acres 
where  he  now  resides,  and  now  owns  244  acres,  :>11 
under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  with  all  necessary 
out-buildings  for  a  well-regulated  farm.  He  came 
to  Iowa  with  a  cash  capital  of  about  seventy-five 
cents, and,  with  that  as  a  start,  b}'  his  own  industry 
and  good  management,  has  accumulated  an  abun- 
dance with  which  to  smooth  his  declining  years. 
He  is  now  turning  his  attention  to  stock-raising, 
and  has  on  hand  some  fine  specimens  of  the  Norman 
and  Clydesdale  breeds  of  horses,  together  with 
Short-horn  and  Red-Polled  cattle.  He  has  set  out 
between  seven  and  eight  hundred  fruit  and  a  num- 
ber of  shade  trees  on  his  farm.  Mr.  (Griffith  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Harrison,  and  was  an  ardent  sui)- 
porter  of  the  war  measures.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  JI.,  Dayton  Lodge.  Poiiti- 
caflj',  he  is  independent,  and  religiously,  both  .Mr. 
and  Mrs.  (iritlilli  are  niemliers  of  the  Christian 
Church. 
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nEV.  JOHN  T.  TATE  has  been  a  resident 
of  Washington  Count3'  since  1854.  He  is 
a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Xenia,  Greene 
^County,  Nov.  5,  1820.  His  father,  Hugh 
Tate,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  well  educated,  and 
followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher  for  some  years. 
He  w.as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  serving  with 
the  rank  of  Major.  He  married  Mary  Torrence,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Scotch-Irisli  descent. 
They  were  married  in  Ohio,  first  settling  in  War- 
ren County,  and  tlien  moved  to  (ireene  County'. 
They  were  tiie  parents  of  five  cliildren,  two  of 
whom  are  living — Jane  C.,   the   widow  of  William 


Jordan,  residing  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  and  John  T.) 
of  Washington.  Mrs.  Tate  died  in  1827  or  1828. 
Mr.  Tate  snbsequentl}'  married  again.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  as 
were  also  his  wives.  He  died  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  in  1831). 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  u|)(m  a 
farm,  and  in  early  life  was  inured  to  toil,  hel|>ing 
to  clear  up  a  farm  in  the  heavy  timber  of  his  native 
SUUe.  After  attending  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  in  which  the  family  lived  for  a  time, 
he  entered  Xenia  Academy,  where  he  prepared  for 
college.  After  pursuing  a  regular  course  in  Frank- 
lin College,  New  Athens,  Ohio,  he  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  184G.  Soon  after  this  he  entered 
the  Cannonsburg  (Pa.)  Theological  Semin:iry,  and 
finished  the  course  in  that  institution  in  1850. 
After  graduating  here  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  one  year,  supplying  the  pulpit 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Pollock.  He  was  then  called  to  Ste- 
phenson County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  for  one 
year,  but  did  not  fill  out  his  time.  From  Stephen- 
son County  he  went  to  Le  Claire,  Iowa,  and  from 
there  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  1854  came  to  Wash- 
ington County,  where  he  settled  as  pastor  of  the 
Pleasant  Valley  congregation  of  the  Associate  Pres- 
byterian, now  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
located  in  Dutch  Creek  Township.  With  this 
Church  he  has  labored  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
which  certainly  speaks  well  for  his  wearing  quali- 
ties. In  an  early  day,  in  addition  to  his  pastoral 
duties,  he  served  two  years  as  Professor  of  Greek 
in  the  old  Washington  College. 

Shortly  after  coming  to  this  county,  on  the  16th 
of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Tate  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Washington,  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Miller,  born  in 
Hayesville,  Ohio,  in  1835,  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  S. 
G.  and  Nancy  J.  Miller,  the  former  an  early  physi- 
cian of  this  county.  Eight  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Samuel  A., 
now  residing  in  Adams  County,  Iowa;  ^^ary  A.,  a 
graduate  of  Washington  Academy,  engaged  in 
teaching  in  this  county-;  Clara  L.,  also  a  teacher, 
and  an  artist  of  more  than  ordinary  ability;  Ar- 
tlinr  M.,  residing  in  Greeley  County,  Kan.;  J. 
Howard,  a  graduate  of  Washington  Academy,  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  and  N.  Jennie,  at  home. 
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In  early  life  Mr.  Tate  was  an  oM-line  Whi^Si  hut 
a  stanch  snpporter  of  the  anti-slavci-y  cause.  When 
the  Republican  party  came  into  existence,  he  be- 
came an  adherent  and  advocate  of  its  ))rinciples, 
and  with  that  party  he  has  since  continued  to  act. 
He  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  a|)peaiancc,  and 
although -near  his  threescore  and  ten,  with  hair 
whitened  by  time,  he  yet  stands  erect,  and  other- 
wise shows  but  little  the  effects  of  passing  years. 
His  Christian  bearing  commends  itself  to  all,  and 
with  a  talented  family,  all  of  whom  honor  their 
parents  in  a  becoming  manner,  with  the  love  and 
respect  not  only  of  those  with  whom  he  has  labored, 
but  of  the  community  as  well,  his  remaining  years 
will  doubtless  be  of  unalloyed  happiness.  As  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  he  has  endeavored  to  ad- 
here closely  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  guided  by 
His  spirit,  feed  and  tenderly  care  for  those  over 
whom  he  has  served  as  a  pastor. 


-^•- 
i 


THOMAS  J.  ALLEN,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Wellman,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Franklin  Coun- 

^f'  ty,  Ind.,  Nov.  8,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Frances  (Thompson)  Allen.  His  father 
was  born  in  Ilarrisburg,  Fa.,  JMareli  30,  1786,  and 
was  of  Scotch  descent.  His  mother  was  born  Jan. 
.5,  1800.  in  Clarksburg,  Pa.  His  grandfather,  John 
Allen,  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Franklin 
Count}',  Ind.,  and  bnilt  the  first  mill  in  that  county, 
known  as  the  Brookville  mill.  He  died  Oct.  3,  1837, 
and  his  son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  Oct.  30,  1841, 
in  Franklin  County,  Ind.  Both  were  blacksmiths  by 
trade. 

John  Allen,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  man 
who  took  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
a  Whig,  and  served  sixteen  years  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Brookville.  He  served  through  the  War 
of  1812,  as  Lieutenant,  under  Capt.  Henderson,  of 
the  7th  Regiment  of  Indiana  Rifles,  and  our  subject 
is  still  in  possession  of  his  commissi(jn-  He  was  of 
Quaker  descent,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
the  owner  of  320  acres  of  land.  Frances  (Thomp- 
son) Allen,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  Feb.  18, 
1881,  at  Daytonville,  Iowa,  and  was  taken  to  Indi- 
ana for  burial.  Stie  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 


Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a  kind  and  devoted 
mother.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  cliildren, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living,  two  in  this  county — 
Naomi  Shepard,  now  living  in  Washington,  and  our 
subject. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  in  LS.'il,  came  by  wagon  to  this 
county  and  settled  at  Wassonville,  where  he  re- 
mained engaged  in  breaking  prairie  until  May, 
1853,  when  he  returned  to  his  old  home,  by  way  of 
.St.  Louis,  Louisville  and  Cincinnati,  traveling  by 
water.  He  arrived  at  home  May  18,  and  entered 
a  blacksmith-shop  in  Dunlapsville,  Ind.,  Sept.  26, 
1853.  For  his  first  year's  work  he  received  his 
board  and  clothes,  and  was  to  have  $75  for  the 
next  year,  but  his  employer  dying,  he  only  received 
twenty-flve  cents.  He  remained  there  until  Dec. 
31,  1855,  when  he  again  started  west,  and  landed 
at  Wessonville  in  December,  1856.  He  started  a 
blacksmith-shop  in  that  place  the  next  day,  and 
has  worked  at  that  trade  ever  since.  He  im- 
proved a  farm  near  there,  which  he  sold  in  the  fall 
of  1878,  removing  to  D.ayton,  and  fi'om  there  to 
Wellman,  in  1880,  where  he  still  resides.  He  sold 
his  blacksmith-shop  in  November,  1886. 

Mr.  Allen  was  married,  Jan.  1,  1881,  to  Marian  .J. 
Leighton,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Leighton,  a  sketch 
of  whom  aii[)ears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Allen  are  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Serepta  A.  died  in  infancy ;  Clara  Belle,  who 
wedded  John  L.  Poland,  who  died  Aug.  1,  1883; 
Bertha  May  graduated  at  Keota  High  School  and 
is  now  a  teacher;  Alice  Annette  is  attending  a  Nor- 
mal School  and  fitting  herself  for  a  teacher ;  Ada  Es- 
tella,  at  home ;  Ernest  L.,  at  home ;  Georgia  Cornelia 
died  in  Ai)ril,  1877;  John  Everett  and  Thomas 
Glenn,  at  home. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  .ind  has 
served  in  several  of  the  township  offices.  In  1870, 
he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  six 
years,  and  was  again  elected  in  1886,  and  is  still 
performing  the  duties  of  that  office.  He  has  sevci-al 
times  been  Township  Assessor,  has  been  Township 
Clerk  fourteen  years,  and  Trustee  ten  years.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  it  A.  M.  Mr. 
Allen  has  always  been  a  hard  worker,  having  made 
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Iiis  own  wa_v  in  life  since  eleven  years  of  age,  work- 
ing on  a  farm,  and  at  various  kinds  of  lalior.  With 
a  limited  education  received  in  school,  he  added  to 
his  knowledge  by  studying  at  odd  times  while  mak- 
ing Ills  living.  lie  is  a  man  of  influence,  and  is 
well  informed  on  all  subjects  of  public  interest. 

<|  IfelLLTAM  S.  ORKCIAN,  farmer  and  stock- 
\/sJ//  '■'''■'*^'''  I'esiding  on  section  21.  Iligiiland 
\^sff  Township,  was  born  in  Ripley  County, 
liid.,  in  Septcmlier,  1832.  He  is  the  son  of  Isaac 
and  Sarah  (McC'lure)  Grecian,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  They  were 
pioneers  of  Indiana.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years,  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  ten  years 
old.  His  mother  died  in  July,  1881,  aged  fifty-nine 
j'Cars.  Mr.  Grecian  was  a  member  of  tlie  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  iiis  wife  of  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christ. 

Our  suliject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  scliools.  He  left  home 
when  a  3'oung  man.  and  in  October,  1857.  came  to 
Wasliiugton  County,  Iowa,  and  engaged  as  a  farm 
hand  for  one  year.  He  then  rented  a  f.arm  on  which 
lie  remained  four  3'ears.  His  first  purchase  of  land 
was  made  in  18.')9,  consisting  of  forty  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land  on  section  21,  Highland  Town- 
ship, where  lie  now  resides.  He  has  since  added  to 
his  original  purchase  and  now  has  a  fine  farm  of 
212^  acres,  all  improved  and  in  good  condition. 
In  1856,  Mr.  Grecian  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amandii  Tompkins,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  Jul^'  23,  1834,  and  the  daughter  of  .John  and 
Charlotte  (Nelson)  Tompkins,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grecian  have 
been  blessed  with  eight  children,  namely:  William, 
a  farmer  near  West  Chester,  Washington  Co.,  Iowa; 
Mary;  Marion  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
George  is  at  home;  .'^arah  died  at  the  age  of  four 
3'ears;  and  an  infant  is  also  deceased;  Ida  and  .John 
are  at  home.  Mrs.  (irecian  died  Jul_v  18,  1882, 
aged  forty-nine  years.  She  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  I'liiled  Hretiiren  Church,  of  which  bod.v  Mr. 
Grecian  is  also  a  member.  In  October,  1887,  Mr. 
Grecian  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie 
■<• 


Lance.  She  is  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  was  born 
in  1851.  She  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
for  eighteen  years. 

He  has  folhjwed  farming  successfully  tiirongii  life; 
he  is  a  self-made  man ;  having  commenced  life  a 
poor  boy,  by  hard  work  and  industry,  with  close 
attention  to  business,  he  has  accumulated  a  com 
petencj'  for  old  age.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re 
publican,  .and  has  held  several  township  offices,  in- 
cluding three  terras  .as  .lusticeof  the  Peace  and  two 
3-ears  as  Township  Assessor.  He  has  always  taken 
a  livclj'  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  county  and 
State.  Since  coming  to  Iowa  he  h.as  ajjplied  him- 
self closely  to  his  business,  with  the  exception  of  a 
trip  to  Indiana,  two  trips  to  Kansas  and  one  to 
Missouri.  Mr.  (irecian  is  a  man  well  liked  by  his 
neigiibors  and  bears  the  esteem  and  good-will  of 
the  entire  community. 

HARLES  C.  HKACOCK,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Brighton  Entej-prise,  was  born 
''  near  Marlboro,  Ohio,  Dec.  27,  1851.  and  is 
tlie  son  of  Joel  and  Iluldah  (G.askill)  He.acock.  to 
whom  were  born  ten  children,  nine  sons  and  one 
daugiiter.  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth.  Of  the  ten  children  only  five  are 
now  living — Charles  C,  Leona  S.,  William  P.,  Dan- 
iel G.  and  Nate  A.  The  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Ohio,  the  father  being  a  farmer,  manufacturer 
and  inventor.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received 
Iiis  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  Mt. 
Union  (Ohio)  College.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
commenced  traveling  in  the  interest  of  his  father's 
inventions,  and  visited  most  of  the  States  of  the 
Union  in  that  work  during  the  next  seven  years, 
traveling  in  the  winter  season  and  attending  school 
in  the  summer  time.  In  this  work  he  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  men  and  measures  that  has  served 
him  well  i)i  after  life,  broadening  his  views,  making 
him  more  cosmopolitan.  On  the  6th  of  October. 
1  874,  he  w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie 
K.  Davis,  at  Atwater.  Ohio,  the  next  day  coming 
with  Iiis  young  bride  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Brighton. 
Washington  Count3',  where  they  have  since  con- 
tinued to  reside.     Of  this  union  four  children  have^ 
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beeu  born,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz :  Marj^ 
Guj',  Irene  and  Vern. 

In  1879  Mr.  Heacock  bouylit  out  the  office  of 
the  Brighton  Sun,  and  for  the  next  twenty  months 
engaged  in  the  publication  of  the  Greenback  Wnrhl. 
This  enterprise  was  not  a  financial  success,  and  he 
suspended  the  publication  of  the  paper  after  the 
election  of  1880.  In  Feliruary,  1882,  Brighton 
being  without  a  local  paper  Mr.  Heacock  started 
the  Enterprise,  as  .an  independent  local  newspaper, 
which  he  has  continued  to  itublish  until  the  present 
time,  and  which  has  been  an  unqualified  success. 
The  office  in  which  the  paper  is  printed  is  one  of 
the  most  complete  newspaper  and  job  offices  in 
Southeastern  Iowa. 

Mr.  Heacock  was  an  original  and  active  Green- 
backer,  and  was  quite  active  in  the  Greenback  or- 
ganization, helping  to  roll  up  a  Greenback  vote  in 
Brighton  of  ninety-seven  for  Peter  Cooper  for 
President  in  1876.  For  several  years  he  stumped 
the  county  every  season,  until  the  Greenback  party 
polled  more  votes  in  the  county  than  the  Demo- 
crats. He  was  a  member  of  the  Greenback  .State 
Central  Committee,  and  by  his  wise  counsels  did 
much  to  adv.ance  the  cause. 

The  prohibition  cause  has  found  in  Mr.  Heacock 
an  earnest  advocate,  prohibition  being  the  onlj' 
political  measure  that  has  been  advocated  bj'  the 
Enterprise.  As  a  citizen  he  has  ever  been  readj-  to 
advocate  any  measure  that  will  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  his  adopted  city  and  county. 

ANIEL  EZRA  BUSH  is  a  farmer  residing 
on  section  24,  township  77.  range  7,  En- 
glish River  Township,  where  he  owns  247 
acres  of  fine  Land,  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  is  a  native  of  Tazewell  County, 
Ohio,  born  Jan.  13,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Ab- 
salom and  Violet  (Arnold)  Bush,  the  former  a 
native  of  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of 
Keutucly,  but  who  lived  in  Fayette  Count}^ 
from  childhood.  The  family  were  originally  from 
Virginia. 

When    Daniel    was   liut    four    years  of  age   the 
famil}-  moved  from  Ohio  to   Washington  County, 
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Iowa,  and  located  upon  the  farm  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  him.  Here  he  was  reared,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools.  En- 
glish River  Township,  at  that  time,  was  but  thinly 
settled,  and  the  wild  land  must  be  converted  into 
farms,  and  in  making  the  change  every  member  of 
the  family  must  do  his  part.  In  the  work  of  the 
f.arm,  supplemented  by  an  attendance  upon  the 
public  schools,  young  Daniel  was  ong.aged  until 
August,  1862,  when  he  enrolled  his  name  as  a 
member  of  Co.  F,  oOth  Iowa  ^'ol.  Inf.,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Corporal.  As  such  he  went  into  the  field, 
and  was  with  the  regiment  in  the  operations  .against 
Vicksburg.  in  the  fall  of  1862,  and  then  with  .'Sher- 
man in  the  battle  of  Haines'  Bluff,  on  the  Yazoo 
River,  and  at  Arkansas  Post.  The  regiment  next 
participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  in  one 
of  the  charges  made  upon  the  rebel  works  Mr. 
Bush  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  right  hand. 
In  the  Chattanooga  cain|)aign  the  regiment  partici- 
pated, and,  under  Hooker,  it  was  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge. 
It  was  also  in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  and  in  various 
engagements  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  In  all 
these  battles  and  campaigns  Mr.  Bush  was  with  his 
regiment,  and  in  the  battle  of  Jonesboro,  Sept.  1, 
1864,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  breast 
and  shoulder,  causing  the  dislocation  of  the  arm  at 
the  shoulder,  and  the  removal  of  four  inches  of 
the  bone  of  the  arm.  For  months  he  Lay  in  hospi- 
tal, and,  by  reason  of  the  serious  nature  of  his 
wounds,  incapacitating  him  from  further  active 
S'Crvice  in  the  field,  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  w.as  mustered  out  Jan.  9,  1865, 

Returning  to  his  home  in  English  River  Town- 
ship, for  two  3  ears  his  life  was  held  by  a  delicate 
thread.  His  strength  then  began  slowly  to  return, 
and  as  he  was  able  he  resumed  his  work  upon  the 
farm,  but  it  was  not  until  fourteen  years  latei'  that 
the  ball  was  removed.  The  years  of  suft'ering  that 
he  endured  were  enough  to  break  down  many  a 
less  rugged  man,  but  he  bore  the  pain  uncomplain- 
ingly, realizing  that  it  w.as  necessary  that  some 
sacrifice  should  be  made  that  our  country  should 
be  saved,  the  Union  restored. 

On  the  1st  day  of  September;  1875.  Mr.  Bush 
was    united    in    marriage,   in    Jackson    Township, 
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Washington  County,  with  Miss  Mary  Coombs,  a 
native  of  Indiana,  anrj  daughter  of  W.  A.  and 
Mahahi  (Davis)  Coombs.  Four  children  have  been 
born  unto  them:  Daisj'  L.,  born  in  Ottuniwa, 
Iowa.  Dec.  11.  1877;  Leroy  E.,  born  in  Jtcksoii 
Township,  March  23.  1879:  Carl  A.,  born  May  16. 
1881  ;  Louie  Ellsworth,  M.iy  2(;.  1886. 

Mr.  Bush  and  family  attend  the  Christian  Church. 
Politically  he  is  a  Hepulilican,  with  strong  prohi- 
bition sentiments.  A  brave  soldier  and  a  ])at- 
riotic  man  in  war  and  in  peace,  he  is  trul}-  a  reiire- 
senlative  citizen,  not  only  of  the  tuwnshi])  in 
which  he  lives,  but  of  the  count}"  as  well.  As  such 
he  is  respected  by  all.  'J'lic  farm  upon  which  ho 
lives  is  well  cultivated  and  shows  evidence  of  the 
worth  and  ubility  of  its  owner. 
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OO.  NICHOLS,  manager  of  the  creamery  at 
^  Dayton,  was  born  IM.ay  25,  1826,  in  Dela- 
ware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Dan- 
iel and  Anna  (Roe)  Nichols,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Danliurv-  Conn.  The  father  of  our  sulj- 
ject  owned  an  extensive  farm  of  oGO  .acres  in  New 
York,  and  upon  it  the  early  life  of  C.  O.  was  spent. 
He  remained  with  his  parents,  attending  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  afterward  assisting  on  the  farm, 
until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marj' Pierce,  a  native 
of  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  burn  April  13,  1836. 
The  tuwnshi [)  was  first  bought  by  old  Col.  John 
Harper  and  brothers,  and  the  title  always  held  good. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  Anna,  the  wife  of  W.  E. 
Ferris,  a  farmer  in  Lime  Creek  Township;  Alice, 
the  wife  of  Palmer  .1.  (iregg,  a  luercliant  in  Harper, 
Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa;  (J rant  died  Feb.  27,  1882;  Ja}', 
at  home.  In  1844  Mr.  Nichols  bought  the  old 
homestead  of  132  acres  of  Maj.  Pieice,  and  resided 
upon  it  for  ab(jut  three  years,  then  sold  the  same 
and  piirciiased  the  old  farm  of  his  father's,  upon 
which  he  had  spent  his  childhood  days,  and  made 
that  his  houie  until  1.S7.5.  In  1860  he  built  the 
second  creamery  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
operated  that  in  connection  with  farming  for  thir- 
teen  years,   or  until    1875,  when   he   sold   the   old 


farm,  dispensed  with  his  creamerj-,  and  spent  the 
summer  of  that  year  traveling  through  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Nebraska.  He  finally 
decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  Iowa  people,  and 
during  the  next  3'ear  bought  a  farm  of  120  acres  in 
Seventy-Six  Township,  to  which  he  removed  his 
fiimily.  He  remained  on  this  farm  four  years,  and 
in  18S()  leased  it  for  three  years,  himself  taking  a 
contract  for  the  management  of  a  dairy  farm  with 
fifty  co«s.  six  miles  cast  of  Ainsworth,  which  he 
operated  in  connection  with  a  creamery. 

In  May,  1881,  Mr.  Nichols  sold  out  and  came  to 
Daj'ton.  and  superintended  the  building  of  the 
creamery  at  that  place.  May  26,  1885,  the  first 
creamery  building  was  burned  to  the  ground,  but 
with  his  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Nichols  soon  re- 
placed it  by  the  present  building,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  verj'  successful  in  business. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  New  York, 
June  16,  1850.  He  was  a  very  .active  man,  a  lead- 
ing and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  his  States  He 
has  yet  living  a  brother  at  the  age  of  ninety-five, 
and  another  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight,  and  one 
wiio  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-seven.  He  was 
.aged  sixty-seven  j-ears  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
being  killed  by  a  runaway  team.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  aged  seventy-nine  years  and  six 
months  when  she  died  in  1869. 

Mr.  Nichols  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternitj-  over  forty  years.  Politicall}',  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. j\Ir.  Nichc)Is  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
not  old  settlers  of  the  count}',  but  since  their  com- 
ing have  made  hosts  of  friends. 

n  A.  ECRRELL,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 

\)  Washington  Press,  was  born  in  Shellield, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  liobbins 
and  Eliza  (Rrigham)  Hurrell,  both  natives 
of  Uerkshire  County,  .Mass.,  in  which  State  they 
were  married.  Kobbins  Burrell  came  with  his 
father,  .labez  Burrell,  to  Ohio  in  1816.  Several  of 
his  brothers  came  at  the  same  time.  They  were 
noted  men  from  the  fact  of  their  being  giants  in 
size.  Only  one  of  them  attained  prominence,  he 
being  Judge  of  the  County  Court  for  several  j'ears. 
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There  wore  several  chilrlren  of  the  Brigham  fam- 
ily; one  of  Eliza's  biothers,  Ainariah,  was  for 
man}'  years  Superintendent  of  the  State  Lunatic 
Asj'lum  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  dyinu  while  in  charge  of 
it.  He  was  authority  on  insanity  and  its  causes, 
and  was  the  author  of  a  work  on  that  subject.  A 
private  asylum  for  the  treatment  of  insanity,  at 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  was  named  Brigham  Hall,  in 
his  honor,  and  Dr.  Uwight  R.  Burrell,  youngest 
brother  of  our  subject,  is  its  present  .Superintend- 
ent. His  course  of  stud}'  was  most  thorough, 
being  graduated  in  classics  at  Oberlin  in  18G4.  then 
graduated  in  medicine  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  two 
years  later.  He  then  went  to  Blackwell's  Island, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  Assistant  Surgeon,  from  which  he 
was  transferred  to  Bloomingdale  Asjium,  acting  as 
Assistant  Superintendent  for  a  number  of  j'ears, 
and  from  there  took  charge  of  the  asylum  pre- 
viously mentioned.  He  is  a  bachelor,  although 
not  a  confirmed  one.  Rev.  John  C.  Brigham,  an- 
other brother  of  Mrs.  Burrell,  was  for  several 
years  a  Congregational  minister  at  Brooklyn.  N. 
Y.,  and  after  his  healtii  failed,  resigned  the  pastor- 
ate and  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  attending  to  that  until  his  death 
occurred. 

Robbins  and  Eliza  (Brigham)  Burrell  remained 
iu  Lorain  County  from  their  first  coming  until 
their  death.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  Ann,  de- 
ceased, a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College;  Solon,  de- 
ceased, accidentally  killed  in  Milwaukee,  after 
roaming  almost  over  the  entire  world,  whaling  in 
the  South  Pacific  and  passing  through  hundreds  of 
hairbreadth  escapes  unharmed;  Lewis  B.,  of  Port- 
land, Ore.,  clerk  for  Knapp,  Burrell  &  Co.,  the 
largest  dealers  in  agricultural  implements  on  the 
Pacific  Coast;  Edward  P.  remains  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Ohio,  married  to  Rose  Clifton,  who 
has  borne  one  son,  Harry;  Howard  A.,  our  sub- 
ject, also  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College,  a  resident 
of  Washington,  Iowa,  and  proprietor  of  the  Wash- 
ington Press.  He  wedded,  in  18G3,  Miss  Harriet 
Everson,  who  bore  three  children — Nt)rraan  E., 
Helen  B.  and  Anne  M. 

The  death  of  the  wife  and  mother  occurred  .hine 

5,  1876,  and  Mr.  Burrell  married  RLartha  J.  Jack- 

y    son,    Dec.    19,    1877.     Her   father,   John   Jackson, 
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was  a  former  resident  of  Lima,  Ohio,  and  was  oite 
of  tiie  first  settlers  in  this  county.  He  was  its  first 
Surveyor.  Mrs.  lUurell  was  about  six  yearg  of  age 
when  her  parents  located  in  Washington,  and  al- 
though her  husband  is  not  one  of  the  first  settlers, 
he  has  the  honor  of  being  the  husband  of  one. 

In  April,  1880,  Mr.  Burrell  came  to  Washington 
and  purchased  the  Washington  County  Press,  and 
has  since  conducted  it.  For  several  years  prior  to 
his  coming  here,  he  was  connected  with  the  Cleve- 
land (Ohio)  Daily  Leader,  of  which  he  was  city 
editor.  This  gave  him  an  experience  as  a  ready 
and  logical  writer  which  is  appreciated  by  the  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  and  the  Press  and  its  editor 
are  known  not  only  throughout  the  county,  b\it  the 
State  as  well.  The  Press  may  be  considered  the 
official  organ  of  the  Republican  party  in  Washing- 
ton County.  It  was  established  in  1856,  since 
which  time  its  political  sentiments  have  remained 
unchanged. 

UGUSTINE  BURHAM,  deceased,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  born  in  1800.  His  par- 
ents dying  when  he  was  but  eight  years  of 
age,  but  little  is  known  of  them.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  Virginia,  and  moved  from  that 
State  to  Maryland,  in  an  early  d.ay,  and  from  there 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1852, 
locating  iu  Cedar  Township,  where  he  remained  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  June  28,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  eigiity-seven  years.  He  was  married  in 
Virginia  to  Miss  Rebecca  Stewart,  also  a  native  of 
that  State.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren :  John  now  resides  in  Jasper  County,  Mo., 
is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  is  at  present  employed 
as  a  civil  engineer  on  a  railroad;  Hiram  died  when 
a  child;  William  resides  in  Franklin  Township; 
James  Gibson,  of  Cedar  Township;  Nelson  C,  now 
residing  in  Nebraska;  Martha  A.  first  married  Cal. 
Johnson,  who  die<l,  and  she  subsequently  married 
James  Miller,  but  is  again  a  widow  and  makes  her 
home  with  James  G.  Burham  iu  Franklin  Township; 

j  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  William  Leasure,  of  Newton 
County,  Mo. ;  Harriet  N.,  wife  of  Henry  Hart,  of 
Carthage,  Mo. ;  Julia  A.  first  married   Jacob   Hel- 

I    wick,  who  died,  and  she  is  now  the   wife  of  Capt. 
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John  Gray,  of  Brigliton;  Lucj'  Ann.  wife  of  M.  D. 
Cuflfee.  of  Carthage,  Mo.;  Mcnry  II.  was  a  soldier 
in  Co.  J,  13th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  his 
death,  whieli  occurred  at  Corinth,  Sliss.,  in  18G2, 
at  tlie  age  of  nineteen  years;  Seymour,  now  of 
Woodburn,  Clark  Co.,  Iowa;  Perry  residing  in 
West  Cliester;  Flarry,  a  farmer  in  Cedar^Township. 
Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  tiie  age  of 
eight  years,  with  no  kind  father  or  loving  mother  to 
guide  his  younij:  footsteps,  Mr.  Rurliaui  grew  to 
manhood,  and  hail  instilled  in  his  mind,  l)y  others, 
correct  principles  of  morality  and  of  business.  All 
the  property  he  had  while  in  this  life,  he  secured 
by  his  own  exertions,  never  having  iniieritcd  a  dol- 
lar. J )uring  almost  his  entire  life'he  was  alllictBd- ■ 
with  disease,  but  was  ever  patient,  never  comp'laiiu 
ing.  Rearing  a  large  faniilj-  of  children,  hi;  en- 
deavored to  instill  in  their  minds  the  same  business 
as  well  .as  moral  principles.  lie  spoke  evil  of  no, 
man,  and  endeavored  to  treat  others  as  he  weiild  ■ 
have  them  treat  liini,  living  closely  to  the  Golden 
Rule.  His  death  was  mourned  alike  Ijj'  family  and 
friends. 

OliEllT  G.  HUNTER  resides  upon  section 
7,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  and  engages  in 
/4ivl\  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native 
^  of  Uhio,  born  in  Carroll  Count}',  .Sept.  6, 
1822,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  ((ieorge) 
Hunter,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  all  being  deceased  with  the 
exception  of  David,  a  resident  of  Bloomington, 
Ind.;  Marj'  Ann,  wife  of  Frank  Downey,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  and  Robert  G. 
The  father  of  Robert  died  wiiin  he  was[  about 
four  3'ears  of  age.  He  then  made  his  home  with 
a  cousin,  William  Kelly,  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio. 
He  was  there  reai-ed  on  a  farm,  and  from  time  to 
time  attended  the  district  schools  of  that  county. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  apprenticed  himself  to 
the  wagon-maker's  trade,  and  followed  that  together 
with  farming,  making  his  home  with  Mr.  Kelly  un- 
til he  was  married,  in  18-47,  to  .Margaret  Crawford, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Addendcr) 
Crawford,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ireland,  the 
former   coming    from    County    Donegal,  and    the 


latter  from  County  Derry.  Mrs.  Hunter  was 
born  Sept.  22,  1818,  and  was  the  sixth  in  a  family 
of  seven  children.  Nancy  is  deceased;  Matthew 
died  in  this  county ;  Mar}-,  widow  of  David  Steven- 
son, resides  in  Hubbar<l,  Ohio;  Ann,  wife  of  Rob- 
ert Lee,  resides  in  Columbia  County,  Oliio;  James, 
deceased;  Lillic,  deceased,  wife  of  William  Seeton. 
In  the  spring  of  IXiii),  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Hunter  came 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  by  water,  and  llien  by  teams 
to  Washington  Count}-.  A  brother  of  Mrs  Hun- 
ter came  to  this  county  about  is-iy,  wjiich  probably 
was  one  inducement  for  them  to  make  this  their 
home.  In  the  fall  of  1855,  Mr.  Hunter  entered 
200  acres  of  land,   where  he   has   since  passed    his 

-busy  lif«. in. making  a  home  for  himself  and  fauiil}-. 

.In.  18G35  Tie  met  with  a  misfortune,  losing  his  right 
ariii  fi'va-h  afccident  in  a  sawmill.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hunter  have  liad  nine  children:  The  first  died  in 
infancy ;  Margtuet  J.  was  born  Feb.  5,  1849,  and  is 

■Jiow- liYii>g    in   Greek'}-  County,   Kan.;  James  C, 

.  bona  JSpy._^5i}^  1851,  is  in  charge  of  the  liome  farm  ; 
Mary,  born  July  24,  1855,  w.as  to  have  been  mar- 
ried at  2  o'clock  on  the  20th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1872,  to  Patterson  George,  but  died  about 
two  liours  before  that  time.  She  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  United  I're^i)Vteriaii  congregation  of 
Pleasant  Valley,  uniting  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
She  was  a  sincere,  humble  and  devoted  Christian, 
She  was  the  light  and  joy  of  the  family,  a  success- 
ful educator  in  the  public  schools,  and  for  many 
years  a  teacher  of  the  infant  class  in  the  Sabbath- 
school.  Suitable  resolutions  were  passed  by  the 
school  on  her  death.  Vilty,  born  Jan.  15,  1851,  is 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Roller,  a  farmer  in  Washington 
Township,  this  county;  Christian,  born  July  24, 
1858,  resides  at  home;  William  K.,  born  Nov.  15, 
18G2,  is  a  farmer  residing  in  (ireeley  County,  Kan.; 
Ella  May,  born  Oct.  22,  18G5,  is  residing  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  have  given  each  of  their 
children  a  good  education  and  provided  for  them 
as  best  they  could.  They  can  now  look  back  on  a 
life  well  spent,  and  forward  to  a  bright  future 
They  are  both  members  of  the  United  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  the  children  also  being  members  of  the 
same  church.  William  K.  united  with  the  Church 
at  a  very  early  age,  and  for  some  years  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school.     On  his  removal  to 
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Greeley  County,  Kan.,  he  was  greatly  missed  by 
the  school.  In  all  Church  work,  anrl  all  moral  en- 
terprises, Mr.  anrl  Jlrs.  lUiuter  take  an  active  part, 
at  all  times  doing  what  they  can  for  the  public 
good.  They  are  both  greatly  esteemed  for'their 
many  excellent  traits  of  character. 
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p.  I'RATT,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  section 
1,  Marion  Township,  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
'i  sylvania,  where  he  was  born  in  1820.  He 
is  the  son  of  Elias  and  Polly  (Swain)  Pratt,  the 
former  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsj'lvania.  When  he  was  but  two  years  of  age 
his  father  moved  to  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and 
there  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in -the  district  schools  of  that 
county.  In  October,  1845,  he  left  Ohio  and  came 
to  Iowa  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  and 
stopped  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  remained  dur- 
ing tlie  following  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1846  he 
settled  where  the  Omish  settlement  now  is,  on  the 
Iowa  River,  where  he  attended  a  farm  one  j'ear 
for  another  man.  He  then  went  to  Johnson  County, 
twelve  miles  northwest  of  Iowa  City  on  the 
Iowa  River,  and  there  took  up  a  claim  of  160  acres 
of  Government  land.  He  improved  that  place  and 
made  it  his  home  for  some  sis  or  eight  j-ears,  and 
then  bought  another  quarter  of  raw  land,  which  he 
also  improved,  and  where  he  lived  eight  years.  He 
helped  organize  the  first  school  district  in  that 
countj',  and  held  the  office  of  director  for  twelve 
years.  While  living  in  Iowa  County  he  w.is  on  the 
grand  jury  that  met  at  an  Indian  trading  point. 
This  was  before  tlie  admission  of  Iowa  as  a  State. 
When  he  went  to  attend  that  Court  he  found  the 
County  Clerk  making  shingles,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  city  of  Marengo. 

In  18.59  Mr.  Pratt  went  to  Douglas  County, 
Kan.,  and  there  remained  from  October  till  the 
following  May.  While  there  his  wife  died,  and 
was  buried  at  Bloomington,  Kan.  In  May,  1860, 
he  came  to  Washington  County  and  leased  a  farm 
for  four  years.  During  this  time  he  bought  a 
farm  of  160  acres  on  section  1,  INIariou  Township, 
to  which  he  moved  on  the  expiration  of  his  lease. 


and  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  He 
was  first  married  in  1842,  in  Athens  County,  Ohio, 
to  Amanda  Roberts,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Amos  and  Mary  Roberts.  By  that  union 
there  were  eight  children :  Jasper  N.  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years;  Lavinna  Frances,  the  wife 
of  Solomon  White,  of  Crawfordsville,  Iowa;  Sarah 
Jane  married  A.  F.  Bentley,  and  died  in  Ringgold 
County,  Iowa,  in  1884;  Mary  Eliza,  the  widow  of 
John  Nichols,  who  died  in  Ringgold  County,  Iowa; 
Melissa  Emeline,  now  the  wife  of  .John  White,  of 
Ringgold  County,  Iowa;  Cynthia  is  now  the  wife  of 
Blanchard  Nevill,  of  Ringgold  County,  Iowa; 
Viola  married  George  R.  Black,  a  mail  clerk  on 
the  route  between  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  Albert 
Lee,  Minn.;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  M.  T.  Benson, 
Postmaster  at  Goshen,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Pratt  contracted  a  second  marriage  in  1864, 
with  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Benson,  the  widow  of  J.  C. 
Benson.  She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  By  this 
union  there  are  five  children  :  Margaret  A.,  the  wife 
of  1.  M.  Lewis,  of  this  county;  Ephraim  Porter 
died  Aug.  12,  1886,  aged  eighteen  years;  Norman 
N.  resides  at  home;  Olive  O.  died  at  the  age  "of 
two  years,  and  Alva  B.  is  at  home.  Mr.  Pratt  has 
thirty-four  grandchildren  and  two  great-grand- 
children, all  in  good  health  and  smart.  He  feels  a 
just  pride  in  the  fact  that  .all  his  daughters  have 
married  good  men.  Mr.  Pratt  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican.     Mrs  Pratt  died  Jan.  6,  1887. 

Commencing  life  in  limited  circumstances,  Mr.  P. 
has  by  close  attention  to  business,  good  manage- 
ment and  economy,  acquired  a  competency.  He  is 
a  man  well  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  A 
representative  citizen  of  Washington  County,  his 
portrait  properly  adorns  the  pages  of  this  volume. 


'AMES  G.  BURHAMiis  the  sou  of  Augustine 
and  Rebecca  (Stewart)  Burham,  and  was 
born  in  Hampsliire  Conntj',  Va.,  in  1833. 
)  When  a  boy  of  ten  years,  his  parents  moved 
to  Alleghany  Cotinty,  Md.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood on  a  farm,  and  received  such  education  as 


»-■    ^» 


I 


4 


t. 


-•► 


t 


538 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


was  afforded  by  the  common  schools.  In  1852,  he 
came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  with  his  parents, 
and  engaged  In  running  a  thresliing-uiachinc  and  in 
breaking  prairie.  In  this  Icind  of  work  he  continued 
for  sixteen  years,  lie  was  united  in  marriage, 
Jlarch  K'*,  185iS,  with  Jliss  Kosanna  llout,  a  nativi^ 
of  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Nancy  (Morrow)  llout,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Jefferson  County,  Oliio,  and  of  German  and  Irish 
descent.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Anna  Liiella,  wife  of  Ira  Bowman,  a  farmer  now  re- 
siding in  Franklin 'l\)wnsl)ip;  Leroy  Test,  of  Dundy 
County,  Neb.;  Khner,  !-;tanton  and  Cora,  at  home. 

The  first  land  purchased  by  Mr.  Burham  was 
forty -six  acres  on  section  22,  of  Cedar  Township, 
on  whicli  he  moved  ami  lived  for  two  years.  He 
then  houglit  100  acres  ^>f  partially  improved  land 
on  section  2«,  Cedar  Township,  to  whieli  ho  moved, 
and  where  he  still  resides.  To  his  original  jiur- 
chnse  he  has  since  added  other  lands,  until  he  now 
owns  40.'i  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  with  a  guiul  dwelling-house,  barns  and 
other  oiit-buildings.  When  he  came  to  this  count)', 
it  may  be  said  that  be  was  almost  penniless,  and 
even  when  he  was  married,  had  nothing  but  strong 
arms  and  a  willing  heart,  but  by  liis  industry,  as- 
sisted by  the  faitliful  counsel  and  lielp  of  his  wife, 
he  has  from  time  to  time  added  to  his  possessions, 
until  he  is  now  considered  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial farmers  in  Wasliington  County.  In  addi- 
tion to  general  farming,  he  gives  considerable  at- 
tention to  stock-raising,  having  generally  upon  liis 
farm  from  fort)'  to  eiglity  head  of  cattle  in  addi- 
tion to  other  stock.  He  is  a  practical  farmer  in 
every  respect,  and  has  lumstlf  occupied  tlie  position 
of  a  farm-hand,  a  tenant,  and  a  landlurd.  He  lias 
shipped  some  of  the  finest  cattle  that  ever  went 
from  W.'ishington  County.  In  1870  he  visited  iiis 
old  home  in  \'irginia,  and  in  18HG  visited  tlie  State 
of  Tcimessee.  With  this  exception,  it  can  be  said 
that  he  was  hardly  out  of  Washington  County  since 
his  removal  here  in  1852. 

Politically.  Mr.  Burham  advocates  the  principles 
of  the  (jreenback  jjarty.  lie  is  a  liberal  man  in 
every  respect,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  township  and 
county,  and  has  been  lionored  bj-  his  fellow-towns- 


men with  various  local  offices.  All  in  all.  he  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Washington  County,  and 
as  such,  deserves  a  place  in  its  history. 

^ENJAMIN  II.  TAYLOR,  a  retired  farmer, 
is  a  resident  of  Wellman,  Washington 
,/|^)ll  Co.,  Iowa.  He  w.as  born  Feb.  4,  183S, 
'^^^^  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of 
Harvey  and  Eleanor  (Squire)  Taylor,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  came 
with  iiis  fathei's  family  to  Iowa  in  1846,  and  spent 
his  early  life  upon  the  farm  and  in  attendance  at 
the  C(mimon  schools.. 

Mr.  Taj'Ior  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  when  he  decided  to  go 
West,  a  pron)ise  he  had  made  himself  in  his  youth, 
and  April  20,  1864,  he  started  upon  his  contem- 
plated trip,  stopping  at  Dublin,  this  county,  to  wit- 
ness the  marriage  of  his  com|)anion  on  the  journe)', 
T.  B.  Dunshee,  and  with  the  new  bride,  they 
traveled  westward,  and  in  fifteen  days  crossed  the 
river  at  Omalia,  where  they  purchase<l  four  yoke  of 
cattle  and  a  mule-teain  and  proceeded  tt)  Salt  Lake, 
and  there  sold  all  but  tlie  mule-team,  walking  from 
there  to  Winnemucca,  on  the  Humboldt  Mountains 
in  Nevada,  where  they  remained  until  July  12, 
1865.  and  then  went  to  Smoke  Creek,  Cal.  Our 
subject  then  acted  as  escort  and  guide  for  Capt. 
Knight  and  .Maj.  Smith,  and  was  in  a  fight  with 
the  Indians,  in  which  his  horse  w.as  shot  from  under 
him  and  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  knee.  In  the 
spring  of  1866  Jlr.  Taylor  went  to  Soldier 
Meadows,  and  drove  a  ten-mule  team  in  the  sum- 
mer, until  October,  1867.  In  thewinter  of  1868, 
he  returned  home  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  the 
old  homestead  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil,  lie  nia<le  his  home  with  his  brother 
David  until  1871,  when  he  chose  for  a  companion 
Miss  Laura  C.  Izor,  the  marriage  occurring  March 
30  of  that  year.  She  was  born  Dec.  27,  1847,  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Anna  (Gregg)  l/.or,  both  natives 
of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Oilie  A.,  born  Sept.  4,  1872,  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Tayh)r  has  held  several 
township  olfices,  and  is  politically  a  Democrat. 
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Mrs.  Ta^'lor's  father,  Alexander  Izor.  was  a 
bugler  in  the  2cl  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  served  three 
years  in  tiiat  regiment,  and  re-enlisted  in  the  9th 
Indiana  Infantry,  for  three  j'ears  more,  and  was 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Her  father  and 
mother  are  now  residents  of  Lyons,  Iowa.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  childroii :  William  H., 
who  married  Marj'  I.  Allen,  and  now  resides  in 
Denver,  Col.;  Alma  married  Frank  Scott;  they 
reside  iu  Lyons,  Iowa. 

ylLLIAM  BROWN,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Luzorne  County,  Pa.  He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Maria  (Askani)  Brown.  They 
were  married  in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  State  a 
family  of  five  children  were  reared — William,  Da- 
vid, Susanna,  Benjamin  and  Martha.  All  came  to 
Iowa  except  Martha,  wife  of  Eleazer  Shoemaker,  a 
resident  of  Seneca  County,  Ohio.  Thomas  Brown 
was  born  and  reared  in  England,  coming  from  War- 
wickshire to  America.  By  tiade  he  was  a  ribbon 
weaver,  but  after  coming  to  this  country  purchased 
a  farm  in  Luzerne  Counts',  l\a.,  upon  which  he 
opened  and  operated  a  coal-mine.  His  wife  was 
born  in  America,  but  of  English  parents.  William 
and  Alice  Askam  reared  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters— William,  John,  Thomas,  Burton,  JNIaria,  Car- 
oline. Catharine  and  Susanna.  The  parents  both 
lived  and  died  in  Pennsylvania,  but  several  of  the 
children  came  to  Ohio,  Mrs.  Thomas  Brown  lieing 
the  only  resident  of  Iowa.  In  1846  William  Brown 
wedded  Miss  Catharine,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Catharine  Shaffer.  The  Shaffers  were  both  natives  of 
Germany,  where  the}'  were  married  and  remained  for 
several  3'ears  on  a  small  farm  near  Strasburg.  There 
the  eldest  son,  John  A.,  was  born,  who  is  now  the 
husband  of  Mary  (Allibaugh)  Clause,  and  resident 
of  Henry  Count}',  Iowa.  Catharine  Shaffer  was, 
when  married  to  Jacob,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Worth, 
by  whom  she  was  the  husband  of  two  children — 
John  and  Philip,  who  came  with  them  to  America. 
Philip  is  deceased;  John  married  Mary  Mailer, 
and  resides  in  Worth  C(mnty,  Mo.  Two  children 
were  born  to  Jacob  and  his  wife  Catharine,  in 
Pennsylvania — Catharine    and    Jacob.      All    trace 


has  been  lost  of  the  latter,  but  Catharine  is  the 
vvidow  of  our  subject.  She,  with  her  husband,  re- 
moved in  1846  from  Penn.sylvania,  engaging  iu 
farming  till  their  emigration  to  Iowa,  in  1856.  In 
Pennsylvania  their  two  eldest  children  were  born  : 
Marietta,  wife  of  Allen  B.  Lemon,  now  deceased; 
Thomas  .J.,  now  a  partner  in  the  tile  factory  of  the 
Brown  Brothers.  The  journey  from  Wilkes  Barre, 
Pa.,  to  Scranton,  was  made  by  stage,  the  remainder 
of  the  trip  to  Burlington  by  rail,  and  from  thence 
to  Mt.  Pleasant  by  stage,  where  our  subject  and 
his  family  came  in  1856.  After  spending  a  few 
months  iu  Henry  County,  Mr.  Brown  purchased 
nearlj'  a  quarter-section  adjoining  the  family 
homestead,  which  was  later  added  to  by  other  pur- 
chases. A  small  house,  which  is  now  used  for  a 
barn,  had  been  erected  by  the  former  owner,  and 
into  this  the  Brown  family  moved  iu  the  autumn 
of  1856.  In  that  home  tiieir  last  children,  John  W. 
and  Scott  M.,  were  born.  The  latter  is  the  husband 
of  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  A. 
Straine,  old  residents  of  this  county,  whose  family 
history  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  In 
the  autumn  of  1856  the  aged  parents  of  our  subject 
came  to  Iowa,  and  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  they  found  a  happj'  home  and  cordial  wel- 
come beneath  the  hospitable  roof  of  our  subject. 
Thomas  died  in  1857.  aged  eighty-one,  and  his 
wife  twenty  years  later,  in  her  eightieth  .year.  Both 
are  interred  at  the  cemetery  at  Asbur}'  Chapel. 
William  Brown  became  quite  a  wealthy  man  prior 
to  his  death,  iu  1879,  most  of  which  was  accumu- 
lated b}'  his  o\n\  industry,  aided  by  his  energetic 
and  economical  wife.  After  coming  to  this  State 
they  owned  two  farms  iu  Henry  Count}'  and  three 
80-acre  farms  northwest  of  Washington,  in  this 
county,  besides  the  home  farm  of  more  than  a 
quarter-section.  They  made  tiieir  children  each  a 
present  of  a  valuable  farm,  and  were  nicely  pre- 
pared to  spend  their  remaining  years  in  comfort, 
when  the  death  of  Mr.  Brown  occurred,  since  which 
time  the  sons  have  managed  the  farm.  The  sons 
are  also  energetic  men,  following  closely  the  exam- 
ple of  their  father.  In  1882  Thomas  and  John 
erected  a  large  tile  factory,  the  first  and  only  one 
of  the  kind  in  this  township.  A  fine  building, 
provided  with  all  the   most  approved   machinery, 
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hfis  been  erected,  and  is  tlie  source  of  a  fine  income. 
Scott  and  his  wife  are  with  Jlrs.  Brown,  in  the 
roomy  family  residence.  Twograndcliildren,  Mari- 
etta and  .Jessie  Kli/.abeth,  nestle  in  the  arms  of  the 
fond  grandma,  who.  although  a  lady  of  rai<ldle  age, 
has  reared  a  nice  family,  and  has  seen  them  all  de- 
velop into  business  men  and  wfimen  of  the  most 
correct  business  habits.  Marietta  taught  several 
terms  of  school  in  this  and  other  counties,  and  after- 
ward taught  in  Inde|iendenee,  Kan.,  of  the  city 
schools  of  which  her  husband,  Allen  J{.  Lemon,  was 
l'rincii)Ml. 


^  A.MES  II.  LKWI.S  is  a  hardware,  lumber  and 
]  grain  merchant  at  Nira,  but  resides  on  sec- 
I  tion  iO,  Lime  Creek  Township,  where  he 
'  tiwns  and  manages  a  fine  farm  of  ;320  acres, 
all  of  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
with  a  beautiful  farm  residence,  ami  mII  ueeessarj' 
out-biiildiugs.  Mr.  Lewis  is  now  turning  his  at- 
tention to  the  breeding  of  farm  draft  horses,  and  on 
the  premises  will  be  found  a  fine  thorougiibred 
Norman  stallion.  He  was  born  in  Decatur  County, 
Ind.,  Sept.  lo,  liS.iO,  and  is  the  son  of  William  15. 
and  Eliza  J.  (Donnell)  Lewis,  whose  sketch  appears 
on  another  page  t)f  this  volume.  Me  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county  in  184;'),  and  has  since  made 
it  his  home. 

His  early  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm,  and  in  at- 
tending the  district  schools,  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  Washington  College  and  re- 
mained three  years.  On  leaving  college  he  en- 
gaged in  the  book  and  nt)tion  trade,  at  which  he 
continued  one  year.  h\  Jul}',  1861,  he  enlisted  for 
three  years  in  Co.  H,  7th  Iowa  Vol.  Lif.,  and  was 
made  Orderly  Sergeant  of  that  company,  being  a 
part  of  the  time  in  command  of  the  company.  He 
participated  in  the  siege  of  Ft.  Donelson,  and  in 
the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  after  which  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  di.sability  incurred  in 
service.  Returning  home,  he  entered  the  law  oHice 
of  J.  F.  Mc.Iunkin,  reading  law  during  the  summer 
of  1HG2.  He  also  eanvas.sed  the  county  to  obtain 
volunteers  for  Co.  C,  I'Jtii  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  and  then 
took  a  trij)  to  Clinton,  where  he  was  taken  sick,  and 


.again  returned  home,  after  which,  on  .account  of  his 
ill-he;dth.  he  removed  to  the  country  and  engaged 
in  farming  for  three  years,  when  he  went  back  to  his 
law  studies  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April, 
I8(IG.  He  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
in  W.ashington,  at  which  he  continued  thirteen 
years,  then  moved  upon  his  present  farm  on  section 
r.).  Lime  Creek  Township,  and  in  1)^81)  embarked 
in  grain  and  stock  shipping,  and  in  188;'),  opened  a 
full  line  of  lumber,  lath  and  lime,  and  all  build- 
ing materials.  In  188(),  he  added  t<;  the  business  a 
large  stock  of  hardware. 

In  Maj',  18(;0,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  M.  E.  l)(jig,  anative  of  Cambridge, 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
David  F.  and  Hhoda  (Culver)  Doig.  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Washington  County,  N.  V.  Two 
children  blessed  this  union,  Harvey  E.  and  Ivlwin 
D.,  both  farmers  in  Kidder  County,  Dak.  Mrs. 
Lewis  died  in  the  fall  of  1803,  and  is  buried  in  the 
W^ashington  Cemetery.  She  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Second  United  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Washington.  Mr.  Lewis  was  again  married,  in 
Aitril,  18G6,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Moore,  a  n.ative  of 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  born  May  2.5,  184 1, a  daugh- 
ter of  .John  and  Rachel  (Gibson)  Moore,  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  By  this  union  there  have 
been  four  children:  Perley  M.  and  Clifford  C,  both 
deceased;  Clarence,  born  Dec.  2!),  1871;  John  W., 
Oct.  25,  1873. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  members  of  the  I'nited 
Presbyterian  Church.  I'olitically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  has  held  various  township  otlices,  and 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Washington  for  six  years. 
Mr.  Lewis  is  a  progressive  farmer  and  merchant, 
always  ready  with  his  influence  and  means  to  aid  in 
any  i)ublic  enterprise,  and  one  to  whom  much  is 
due  for  the  advancement  of  Nira  and  the  surround- 
ing country.  He  is  well  and  favorably  known  in 
the  county. 


eT.  BUSH.  s£ 
ship,  is  eng 
stock-raising 


BUSH,  section  25,  English  River  Town- 
;ngaged  in  general  farming  and 
He  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Ohio,  May  25,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Ab- 
salom and  N'iolet  (Arnold)   Bush,  both  natives  of 
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Ohio,  but  who  removed  to  English  River  Town- 
ship, this  county,  in  the  fall  of  1846. 

The  e.arl}^  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
spent  on  the  farm  witli  his  |)arents,  and  in  attend- 
ing the  common  schools.  He  followed  farming 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  On  the 
15th  of  July,  18(;i,  being  engaged  in  mowing  in 
the  field,  he  stuck  his  scythe  under  a  swathe  of  ha3', 
.and  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  7th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he  was  sworn  into 
service.  He  remained  there  three  weeks,  and  then 
went  to  St.  Louis,  from  there  to  Jefferson  Barracks, 
thence  back  to  St.  Louis  to  the  arsenal,  where  he 
remained  hut  two  days,  and  theu  went  to  Iron 
Mountain  ur  Pilot  Knob,  and  vv.as  sent  on  detached 
duty.  Companies  II  and  G  going  to  Potosi,  Mo., 
and  guarding  the  lead  mines  tliere  to  keep  the 
enemy  from  obtaining  lead.  They  staid  in  the 
mountains  six  weeks,  and  then  joined  the  regiment 
at  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  from  which  place 
thej'  went  to  Bird's  Point  and  down  the  river  to 
Belmont,  and  here  took  part  in  the  first  fight.  In 
this  fight  our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  shoul- 
der and  was  sent  to  Mound  Citj^  Hospital,  111.,  but 
only  remained  there  three  weeks  and  went  b.ack  to 
St.  Louis,  received  a  furlough  of  two  months,  and 
returned  home. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  Mr.  Bush  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Ft.  Donelson,  in  March, 
1862,  and  went  up  the  Tennessee  River  to  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  where  he  took  part  in  that  bloody 
engagement.  From  there  the  regiment  went  to 
Corinth,  and  participated  in  the  siege  of  that  place, 
and  then,  under  Halleck  witli  a  force  of  100,000 
men  all  in  good  condition,  followed  the  enem}'  to 
Booneville,  Miss.,  thence  back  to  Corinth,  and  were 
then  engaged  in  guard  duty  on  the  Mobile  &. 
Ohio,  and  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroads  for 
a  period  of  one  year,  or  until  1863,  participating 
in  man}'  scouting  expeditions  and  marches  through 
the  surrounding  country.  It  took  part  in  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Corinth,  and  assisted  in  driving  the 
enemy  out,  and  was  then  ordered  on  the  march  to 
Pulaski,  Tenn.,  then  south  to  Prospect,  Tenn., 
where  it  did  guard  duly  for  three  months,  and 
then  went  to  Iluntsville,  Ala.,  thenee  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  from  Chattanooga  to  Louisville,  Ky., 


where  our  subject  was  mustered  out  after  serving 
for  more  than  three  years.  After  receiving  his 
disch.arge.  on  Aug.  18,  1864,  he  returned  home, 
and  resumed  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Mr.  Bush  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alice  E.  Brown,  March  23,  1871.  She  was  born 
Nov.  7,  1850,  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Barbara  Ann  Brown,  both 
natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  are  the  par- 
ents of  six  children :  Harry  A.,  born  April  28, 
1872;  Effle  B.,  May  23,  1875;  Cyrus  E.,  Nov.  28, 
1878;  .Stella  M.,  July  24,  1879;  Henry,  July  2, 
1881,  and  Minnie  A.,  Aug.  20,  1884.  Mr.  and 
Sirs.  Bush  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  1875  Mr.  Bush  bought  his  present  farm,  con- 
sisting of  eighty  acres  on  section  25,  .and  twenty- 
five  acres  on  section  18,  which  is  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  with  substantial  farm  buildings.  He 
h.as  acquired  all  of  his  property  by  his  own  efforts 
and  good  management  since  coming  home  from  his 
country's  defense.  He  has  in  stock  a  good  grade 
of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  everything  around 
his  place  betokens  a  thorough,  practical  farmer. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  m.atters  which  re- 
late to  the  public  good,  is  a  Rejjublican  of  the 
truest  type,  and  .as  a  neighbor  no  one  is  more 
highl}'  respected  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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'ifl  OHN  BROWN,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  re- 
siding on  section  35,  English  River  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
Ma_y  4,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Manlej-  and 
Rebecca  (Hawkins)  Brown,  the  father  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  the  mother  of  Delaw.are.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  first  in  order  of  birth,  and  following  him 
was  Thomas,  a  member  of  the  13th  Iowa  Infantry, 
who  died  while  in  the  service;  Naucj'  J.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Kanouse,  a  resident  of 
Louisa  County;  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  D.  C. 
Troup,  a  farmer  in  W.ashington  County,  Kan. ; 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Fletcher  Haigler,  and  I'esides 
in  Junction  County,  Kan.;  William,  a  merchant  in 
Manhattan,  Riley  Co.,  Kan.;  Henry  died  in  in- 
fancy; Charles  and  George,  both  deceased;  Will- 
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son,  a  resident  of  Manhattan.  K:ui.;  C'l;ir;i.  wife  of 
A.  .1.  Sinjjniaster,  a  farmer  in  Uiitfli  I'reolv  Town- 
ship; Ira.  a  yardmaster  at  Wamejjo.  Kan. 

The  family  lived  upon  a  farm  in  Ohio  until  tlie 
year  1849,  when  tliej'  emigrated  to  Des  Moine.s 
County,  Iowa,  and  remained  in  that  county  about 
two  j-ears.  then  removed  to  Appanoose  County, 
and  again  liouglit  land  and  improved  eighty  acres, 
where  the}'  lived  the  true  and  tried  life  of  a  pio- 
neer. Here  the  wolves  were  more  plentiful  than 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  often  when  going  to 
mill  the  team  would  he  stopped  by  the  animals, 
and  while  some  member  of  the  famil}'  was  gone 
for  flour  the  children  at  home  were  crying  for 
bread.  The  children  attended  school  at  an  old  log 
school-house,  with  cracks  between  the  logs  for 
windows.  This  was  a  tr3'ing  period  in  the  history 
of  this  family,  but  about  18.il  they  sold  the  farm 
and  came  to  Washington  County,  and  bought 
eight}-  acres,  which  they  improved,  and  afterwai-d 
sold  the  same.  .Mr.  IJrown  owned  a  number  of 
farms  in  this  county  at  different  times,  and  now 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  prairie  and 
twentj'  acres  of  timber,  which  is  managed  by  his 
sons.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  takes  a  great 
interest  in  all  public  matters,  and  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Washington  County. 
Mrs.  Brown  died  in  18G2.  She  w.ns  a  kind  mother 
and  a  good  Christian  woman.  Mr.  Brown  is  now 
a  well-preserved  man  of  seventy-four  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  John  Brown,  made 
his  home  with  his  parents  upon  tlie  farm  and  in  at- 
tendance on  the  common  schools,  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  or  on  Oct.  G,  18o8,  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  Bailey,  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Kirkpatrick) 
Bailey.  She  was  born  May  22,  18:3G.  Ilor  parents 
were  pioneers  of  Ohio,  and  emigrated  to  Iowa  at  a 
very  early  d.iy,  and  have  witnessed  the  many 
changes  brought  about  by  the  pioneers  of  the  dif- 
ferent States. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of  live 
children:  Sarah  A.,  at  home;  Albert  died  in  in- 
fancy; Ida,  at  home;  Henry  and  Charles.  They 
have  given  their  children  a  good  common-school 
^education.  Mr.  Brown  owns  eighty  acres  of  fine 
farming  land  ou  section  28,  of  this  township,  all  in 


good  condition,  with  substantial  farm  buildings. 
For  the  last  twelve  years,  and  until  the  spring  of 
18811,  he  rented  240  .acres  of  land  on  section  3.5, 
his  sons  helping  him  to  manage  and  operate  the 
farms.  All  that  he  now  has  he  acquired  by  his  own 
hard  work,  assiste<l  by  his  wife,  each  doing  all  they 
could  to  provide  a  home  for  their  old  age.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Democrat. 


-^ -#-#" ^  - 

A.   HULL,  a  farmer  and   stock-raiser,   re- 
siding on  section    18,  Lime  Creek  Town- 
ship, was  l)orn  in  Erie  County,   Pa.,  Sept. 
lain  23,  1837.     He  is  the  son  of  Rufus  S.   and 

Amanda  (Blair)  Hull,  the  former  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Charlotte,  wife 
of  John  Estell,  resides  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich. ;  Han- 
nah is  the  wife  of  James  Barr,  an  express  messen- 
ger residing  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  who  h.as  been  in 
that  business  for  thirty-six  years;  A.  A.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  iMary,  wife  of  James  Cooper, 
resides  in  Battle  Creek,  Midi.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  1.S4.5  in  Erie  County,  Pa. 

At  the  time  of  his  mother's  death  our  subject 
was  but  six  years  old.  and  at  the  age  of  nine  years 
he  went  to  live  with  Milton  Hull,  a  distant  relative, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
engaged  in  heli)ing  on  the  farm  and  attending  the 
countr}'  schools  in  the  winter  months.  He  then 
went  to  work  in  a  sash  factor}-,  and  remained  at 
that  business  about  eight  months,  when  he  went  to 
Warren  County,  Pa.,  and  commenced  working  in 
the  lumber  camps,  continuing  at  lumbering  for 
about  two  years,  and  then  returned  to  Erie  (Jounty 
in  the  ffill  of  1801,  ami  began  work  by  tlie  month. 
In  1862  a  company  of  young  men  began  drilling, 
meeting  twice  a  week  for  that  jjurpose,  until  Au- 
gust of  1802.  and  then,  as  one  of  their  number,  he 
enlisted  in  the  IJ.Mh  Pennsylvania  Infantry  for 
three  years.  He  was  mustered  in  and  started  for 
the  front,  first  stopping  at  Carlisle,  where  the  regi- 
ment went  after  Mosby's  cavalry,  being  under  fire 
for  nine  successive  d.ays.  On  the  17th  of  Septem- 
lier  it  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Anlietaiii,  from 
which  pl.ace  it  was  sent  to  Harper's   Kerry,   crossed 
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the  Blue  Rirlge,  and  went  on  down  to  Fredericks- 
burg, on  the  Rappahannock, ;  and  then  with  Han- 
cock's Division,  took  part  in  the  cliarge  at  Mary's 
Height,  in  the  rear  of  Frcdericlcsburg,  wiiere  our 
subject  w.as  wounded  just  below  the  right  knee,  a 
part  of  tlie  bone  beingirenioved  at  the  time,  and  in 
1 870  another  operation  was  made,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  has  never  recovered.  He  was  taken 
to  the  stone  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C,  where 
he  staid  nine  niontiis,  and  was  then  transferred  to 
Mt.  Pleasant  Ht)spital.  and  afterward_  received  a 
furlough  of  thirty  days.  He  went  home  and  re- 
mained until  the  expiration  of  his  fnrlougii,  and 
then  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  the  wound  he- 
came  so  bad  that  he  was  finally  discharged  Sept. 
10,  1864,  and  returned  home  to  his  native  county. 

"Mr.  Hull  was  united  in  marriage,  Oct.  4,  1 865, 
with  Miss  Eliza  Hull,  a  native  of  Erie  County,  Pa., 
born  June  8,  1845,  and  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Abigail  (Northrup)  Hull,  the  former  a  native  of 
Peunsj'lvania,  and  the  latter  of  Vermont.  Mrs. 
Hull's  father,  Hiram  Hull,  came  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Washington  Count}'  in  1845,  and  remained  one 
year,  but  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  then  moved 
to  Missouri,  where  he  lived  until  1868,  when  he 
again  came  to  this  count}'  and  purchased  a  small 
farm  in  Lime  Creek  Township,  where  he  resided 
until  his  deatli  in  188'2.  He  was  a  man  of  rather  a 
reserved  disposition,  but  was  highly  respected  b}' 
all  who  knew  him,  Mrs.  Hull  is  still  living,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years,  and  is  residing  at  Wellman. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  which 
number  three  are  yet  living:  Ada,  wife  of  Wilson 
Stafford,  residing  near  Battle  Creek,  Mich.;  J.  W., 
a  druggist  in  Alexandria,  Dak.,  and  the  wife  of  our 
subject. 

Three  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hull:  William,  bom  May  14,1866,  died 
Sept.  13,  1874;  A.  Duroe,  born  Oct.  28,  1869,  re- 
sides in  Adair  County,  iMo. ;  Minnie,  born  July  1 1, 
1876,  in  Washington  County,  lovva. 

For  about  two  years  our  subject  was  engaged  in 
a  carshop  in  Erie,  Pa.,  and  worked  while  standing 
on  his  crutches.  In  1868  he  started  for  Adair 
County,  Mo.,  by  team,  and  was  on  the  road  five 
weeks  and  two  days,  p.assing  througii  Ohio  by  way 
of  Maumee,  thence  through  Logansport,  Ind.,  then 
-<• 


to  Peoria,  111.,  and  crossed  the  river  at  Warsaw, 
111.,  stopping  at  Kirksville,  Mo.,  where  he  bought  a 
small  farm,  for  which  he  paid  l>500.  He  com- 
menced to  improve  the  farm  by  breaking  prairie, 
fencing  and  planting  an  orchard.  Here  the  family 
remained  about  five  years,  when  he  sold  the  farm 
to  the  original  owner  and  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  upon  section  18,  Lime  Creek  Township,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  ten  acres.  Ho  has  im- 
proved this  farm  until  it  is  now  in  fine  condition, 
with  a  nice  story-and-a-half  house,  with  a  good 
barn  and  out-buildings,  all  of  which  is  the  result  of 
his  own  industry  and  good  management.  He  is 
now  turning  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  Short- 
horn cattle. 

Mr.  Hull  is  a  member  of  the  Ed  Hamlin  Post 
Ko.  112,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Wellman,  low.a.  Politically, 
he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  public  affairs. 
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H.  BURHAM,  residing  on  section  .32, 
township  76,  range  8,  an  attachment  to 
Franklin  Township,  is  a  native  of  Hamp- 
shire County,  Va.,  born  in  1832,  and  is  the  son  of 
Augustus  and  Rebecca  (Stewart)  Burhain.  both  of 
whom  we:e  also  natives  of  Virginia.  Augustus 
Burham  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Va.,  in 
1800,  .and  there  married  in  1827,  Rebecca  Stewart. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
twelve  are  yet  living — John  Thomas,  Hiram  B., 
William  H.,  James  Gibson,  Nelson  C,  Henry 
Harrison,  L.  R.,  Franklin  P.,  Martha  Ann.  Harriet  ' 
A.,  Custer  A.,  Julia  A.  and  Lucy  A.  The  family 
came  to  Iowa  in  1852,  Mrs.  Burham  dying  here 
Aug.  8,  1879,  and  Mr.  Burham,  June  28,  1887.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  twelve  living  children, 
fifty-three  grandchildren  and  twenty-three  great- 
grandchildren. 

William  H.  Burham  came  to  Iowa  in  1852,  in 
company  with  his  parents.  He  settled  two  miles 
south  of  Washington,  where  he  lived  four  years, 
working  on  a  farm  and  brick-making.  He  then 
went  to  Clark  County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in 
blacksmithing  and  carpentering  for  seven  years  ia 
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Hope  Village.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  war  for  the 
Union  in  Co.  B,  liSth  Iowa  Vol.  Inf..  and  served 
two  years.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  D'Anne, 
Poison  Sprinjrs,  Jenkins'  Ferry  and  Clarksville.  He 
was  wounded  at  Ft.  .Smith,  Ark.,  while  (Hi  picket 
duty,  being  shot  in  the  left  hand,  and  losing-  one 
finger.  He  was  discharged  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
■Tune  10,  1865,  for  disability  received  while  he  was 
in  the  service.  On  receiving  his  discharge,  he  re- 
turned to  Washington  County  and  located  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Cedar  Township,  where  he  lived  one  year, 
and  then  moved  to  another  farm  on  the  same  sec- 
tion, belonging  to  Calvin  Craver.  Here  he  lived 
four  years,  and  then  moved  to  a  farm  on  section  34, 
which  he  rented  for  five  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  he  went  to  West  Chester,  where  Ife.iived' 
six  years,  and  then  moved  to  his  present  farm  on. 
section  32,  where  he  bought  forty  acres  of  improved 
land.  In  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  K.  .Sigafoos,  a  native  t)f  Virginia.  They, 
are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  (ieorge  H.,  now 
of  West  Chester;  Louis  Nelson,  now  in  Oregon; 
Elizabeth  Susan,  born  Jan.  2!),  1860,  and  died  Oct. 
27,  1862;  Ph(ebe  Jane,  wife  of  George  Barnett,  of 
Washington;  Emma  L.,  the  wife  of  Milton  Barr, 
of  North  English ;  Rosetta,  the  wife  of  George  L. 
Haj's,  of  Franklin  Township;  Charles  W.,  at  home. 
Mr.  Burham  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  For  twelve  years  he  has 
held  tiie  position  of  Constable.  He  is  a  well-known 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  West  Chester,  and 
is  a  live  man  in  every  respect. 

-^-S- ~.o*o.@S><!/g)..o*o <,— 

JESSE  BROWN,  section  24,  Dutch  Creek 
Township,  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He 
was  born  in  Richmond  (Jounty,  Ohio,  Jan. 
5,  1  834,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Susan 
(Tetter)  Brown,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
When  but  about  eleven  j'ears  old,  his  father  and 
mother  died,  and  he  then  lived  with  Jacob  Bar- 
ringer  for  four  years,  after  which  he  worked  for 
different  persons  and  attended  the  district  schools 
as  the  opportunity  was  affurded  him.  In  185.')  he 
came  to  Iowa  and  entered  120  acres  of  land  in 
Benton  County,   which  he  traded  in    1861,  for  a 


farm  on  Davis  Creek,  in  W.ashington  County.  On 
the  1st  of  January,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  A.  Cahill,  a  native  of  Iowa, 
born  in  Iowa  City  in  1844,  and  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cahill.  Six  children  were  born  unto  then) :  James, 
born  Dec.  10,  1861,  is  a  traveling  salesman  and 
h.as  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  traveled  in  almost 
every  State  in  the  Union,  and  also  in  Can.ada; 
while  in  the  latter  country  he  lost  an  arm  in  a 
railroad  accident.  Ada,  born  July  21.  1866; 
Fraukie,  born  July  10,  1869,  was  killed  Maj'  15, 
1880,  by  a  mule,  and  is  buried'  in  the  New  Haven 
church  cemetery;  Jessie  I.,  born  July  1,  1870; 
William,  bom  July  10,  1875;  Thomas  Homer,  born 
Sept.  25,  1880. 

'JL'he-  war  for  the  ITnion  being  in  progress  Mr. 
.  Brav«u  left  his  young  bride,  and  Aug.  15,  1861, 
enlisted  in  the  10th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  actively 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  and  campaigns 
of  the  regiment,  including  the  battle  of  Corinth, 
Lookout  iMountain,  and  the  famous  march  to  the 
sea'.  At  Lookout  Mountain  he  received  a  slight 
flesh  wound,  (ioing  into  the  service  with  the  in- 
tention of  remaining  until  the  Rebellion  was  sup- 
pressed or  until  his  life  should  have  been  offered 
up,  in  the  fall  of  1863  he  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran 
for  three  years  more,  and  served  in  all  four  years 
and  two  months.  The  regiment  was  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington  City,  from  which  place  it 
was  onlered  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  was  there  mus- 
tered out,  and  sent  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  they 
were  discharged.  Although  in  the  ranks  Mr. 
Brown  performed  his  duty  as  a  soldier  in  a  faithful 
manner.  On  receiving  his  discharge  at  Davenport 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Iowa  Township,  Wash- 
inton  Co\inty.  and  resumed  the  old  occupation  of 
farming.  In  l.s76  he  traded  his  farm  in  Davis 
Creek,  Iowa  Township,  for  eighty  acres  of  fine 
land  under  good  improvement  in  Dutch  Creek 
Township.  On  the  7lh  of  March,  1886,  Mr.  Brown 
was  bereft  of  his  wife.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Ba|)list  Church,  a  most  excellent  Christian  woman, 
one  who  exemplified  in  lier  daily  life  the  teachings 
of  the  Savior  of  men.  In  the  education  of  his 
children    Mr.  Brown  has  taken  a  si)ecial  pride. 

Although  the  war  has  long  since  been  over,  Mr. 
Brown  has  lost   none  of  the   patriotic  ardor  of  his    T  | 
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youth;  he 'still  believes  in^,the  ohrflag,  believes 
that  the  North  was  right,  and  the  South  wrong  in 
that  great. struggle.  As  one  who  served  more  than 
four  years  to  preserve  the  Union  from  dismember- 
ment, he  ^believes  in  rigidly  maintaining  all  the 
rights, won  by  that  struggle.  He  is  one  of  that 
large  number  of  old  soldiers  forming  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  a  member  of  Wash- 
ington Post, No.  lOiS. 

<if]OHN  DAVISON,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Marion  Township,  is  a  well-linown  citizen 
of  Washington  County.  He  was  born  in 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  in  1817,  and  is  the 
son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Eilve)  Davison,  the 
former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  father  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  was  among  the  pioneers  in 
Ohio.  He  died  when  John  was  a  boy  of  nine 
years.  John  Davison  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
came  to  this  county  in  1847,  and  settled  on  section 
30,  Marion  Township,  He  was  accompanied  by 
his  mother,  who  subsequently  married  James  Wolf 
and  settled  in  Keokuk  Count}',  Iowa,  where  they 
have  both  since  died. 

On  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Davison  first  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  timber  and  eighty  acres  of 
partially  improved  prairie  land.  To  his  original 
purchase  he  has  since  added  from  time  to  time 
other  purchases,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  about 
2.000  acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cul- 
tivation. He  was  married,  in  1838,  to  Elnora  Van 
Wagoner,  a  native  of  New  York.  Ten  children 
have  blessed  their  union:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
William  Snyder,  of  Marion  Townshii);  Renson 
died  iu  1883;  Perry  resides  in  Marion  Township; 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  George  Snyder,  of  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Davis, 
of  Henry  County,  this  State;  Francis  Marion  re- 
sides in  Brighton  Township;  Solomon  resides  in 
Frontier  County,  Neb.;  Benjamin,  who  was 
drowned  in  1878,  in  the  Skunk  River,  was  born 
Oct.  18,  1856,  and  was  remarkable  for  his  tact  and 
talent,  was  of  a  mirthful  disposition,  true  to  every 
omise,  knew  the  value  of  a  friend,  and   was  a 
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favorite  among  his  associates;  Lydia  married  Mad- 
ison Tucker,  and  died  in  1886;  John  resides  in 
Washington  Townsliip. 

John  Davison,  like  thousands  of  others,  com- 
menced life  without  a  dollar,  but  he  had  industri- 
ous habits,  and  was  possessed  of  a  determination  to 
acquire  more  tiian  a  bare  living  in  his  life.  That 
he  has  succeeded  is  abundantly  testified  by  his 
large  possessions.  He  first  began  life  Ijy  working 
as  a  farm-hand  by  the  month,  after  which  he  rented 
a  farm  for  three  years,  in  Ohio.  He  then  bought 
a  farm  in  Washington  County,  Iowa,  which  he  sold 
on  his  arrival,  and  purchased  that  on  which  he  now 
resides.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican, .  and  as  a 
temperance  man,  he  favors  prohibition.  As  a  citi- 
zen, he  enjoys  the  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  of 
all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and  all  his  actions  are  governed 
by  a  desire  to  do  that  which  is  right,  and  to  live  at 
peace  with  his  fellowmen.  He  is  a  man  of  great 
heart,  and  will  not  turn  the  unfortunate  from  his 
door  empty-handed.  Lydia  Elnora  Tucker  is  the 
child  of  his  deceased  daughter  Lydia;  she  is  now 
making  her  home  with  her  grandparents,  and  is 
their  especial  care. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Davison  may  be  seen 
upon  an  adjoining  page,  which  was  taken  especially 
for  this  work. 


"iDACOB  KISSEL,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Detmars  &  Co.,  carriage  manufacturers,  and 
business  manager  of  the  same,  was  born  in  ' 
Clinton  Count}',  Pa.,  April  10,  1836.  His 
father,  Jacob  Kissel,  was  a  miller  by  trade,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  while  his  mother,  Margaret 
(Mook)  Kissel,  was  a  native  of  Baden-Baden,  Ger- 
many. The  father  died  in  Clinton  County,  Pa. 
The  mother  is  still  living.  Of  the  family  of  eleven 
children,  five  are  yet  living:  Samuel,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Jane,  in  Nevada  County,  Cal. ;  Alex  and 
Robert  in  Pennsj'lvania,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  were 
very  meager  indeed.      Hard  work  was  his  lot  from 
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the  time  he  was  physically  able  to  do  the  simplest 
thing.  At  (If teen  years  of  age,  he  left  home,  going 
to  ClearOoId  County,  in  tiie  same  State,  wiicie  lie 
worked  in  :i  lunil)er  camp  fora  time.  lie  then  went  to 
liellefonto,  I'a.,  where  be  learned  the  carriage-mak- 
ing trade,  serving  .-m  ap|>renticeshii)  of  tlirce  years, 
receiving  %4  per  month,  witli  board  and  washing. 
Out  of  tliis  sum  he  saved  -?il.l2i  per  year.  In 
l.H.')t),  lie  went  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  and  hired  out  to 
drive  a  lot  of  cattle  from  that  place  to  Litchfield 
County.  Conn.  Returning  to  Wooster.  he  remained 
there  until  l.S.')G,  wiicn  he  went  to  Ivalamazoo,  Mich., 
and  from  there  to  Niles,  in  the  same  State,  where 
he  was  employed  .as  manager  of  the  Murray  car- 
riage shop  for  thri'e  years.  (loing  from  Niles  to 
Decatur,  Micii.,  lie  embarked  in  llic  manufacture 
of  carriages  for  l\imself,  and  succeeded  in  liuilding 
up  a  fine  and  profitable  trade,  but  in  ISCS  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  bis  manufactory  liy  fire,  which 
entailed  a  l(jss  to  him  of  al)out  §12.()()(). 

In  187;!,  he  went  to  Sterling,  \Viutesi<le  Co..  111.. 
U)  worlv  at  ills  trade,  and  was  tlicre  converted  an<i 
united  with  tlie  Baptist  Cburcli.  H;iving  some 
aljility  for  public  speaking,  he  commenced  talking 
to  the  people  there  in  the  social  and  |)rayer  meet- 
ings of  the  ciiurcli,  and  in  time  l)ecame  a  regular 
minister  of  tiie  Ciuirch.  For  eleven  years  be  con- 
tinued actively  in  tliat  work  Iml  tbrongh  !;iiliiig 
liealth,  was  compelled  to  abantlon  it,  much  to  iiis 
regret.  In  ls77,  be  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  1K79 
located  at  Columbus  .Tunction,  wiicie  lie  remained 
until  188.5,  when  he  came  to  Washington  and  took 
charge  of  the  business  management  of  the  cai-riage 
works  of  Detmars  <fe  Co.  The  largel}-  increased 
trade  enjoyed  l)y  the  tii  in  attests  his  ability  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  Kissel  was  niarried  in  iv;ilainazoo.  Alicli., 
April  18,  1801),  to  .Miss  Stiivna  X'erbeek,  a  native 
of  Holland.  By  this  union  there  have  been  eiglit 
cliildren,  five  of  wiioni  are  now  living:  lemiie  and 
Ktta  are  attending  the  Des  M(jines  I'niversity  ;  Kila, 
(iordon  ami  Kva  are  at  home.  The  family  are  all 
memliers  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Kissel  isa  thorough  going  business  man,  pleas- 
ant and  agreeable  in  his  dealings,  but  full  of  bu.'^l- 
ne.ss.  In  times  past  he  has  taken  a  decided  stand  on 
the  temperance  question,  and  was  very  active  in  the 
.4a 


advocac}'  of  temperance.  While  a  resident  of 
Washington  but  a  few  years,  he  has  made  a  host  of 
friends. 


J'~  AMES  STEVENSON,  residing  upon  section 
32,  Franklin  Township,  is  also  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  fif  Washington  County, 
'  arriving  here  in  184^4.  He  is  a  native  of 
Blooinfield,  Coluinlii.-i  Co..  Ohio,  liorn  Aug.  7, 
1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Roliert  and  .Martha  (Gil- 
mer) .Stevenson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
County  Loixloiidcnv.  Ireland;  the  former,  how- 
ever, being  of  Scotch  descent.  The  family  re- 
moved from  CoUimliiana  County  to  Carroll 
County,  Ohio,  when  .lames  was  rpiite  young,  and 
where  a  farm  was  cleared  out  of  the  heavy  tirnlier. 
James  remained  at  home  with  his  parents,  working 
on  a  farm  and  attending  tlie  common  schools  as 
oiiportunity  ofl'ered,  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  Washington  County  and  settled 
on  section  4,  Brighton  Township,  where  he  entered 
1(50  acres  of  prairie  and  forty  acres  of  timber  land, 
at  the  same  time  purchasing  15r)  acres  in  Dutch 
Creek  Township. 

In  M.arch,  184.'),  James  .Stevenson  returned  to 
Ohio  and  was  there  married,  Oct.  29,  184G,  to 
Margaret  McColm,  a  native  of  County  London- 
derry, Ireland,  and  daughter  of  Daniel  McColm. 
In  a  few  days  after  their  marriage  the  j'oung 
couple  came  to  Washington  County,  where  they 
have  since  continued  to  reside.  They  are  the 
parents  of  nine  children :  Robert  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year;  Daniel  died  at  the  age  of  two  years 
and  ten  mouths;  Nathaniel  is  living  in  this  county; 
David  Andrew  resides  on  section  211,  Franklin 
Township;  (leorge  W.  lives  in  Dutch  Creek  Town- 
sliip;  James  I'atterson  resides  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Franklin  Township;  Margaret  Jane  married  Rev. 
Robert  Hood,  of  Keota,  and  died  Aug.  IG,  1885, 
aged  twenty-six;  Elizabeth  Fallen  and  Ch.arles 
Alexander  are  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mr.  Stevenson  are  members  of  the  As- 
sociate I'resliyterian  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  was  originally  a  Whig,  casting  his 
first  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison  for  Presi- 
dent.    Among  the  local  otlices  which  he  has  held 
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is  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  position  he  filled 
for  eijiht  years.  Tlie  father  of  Mr.  Stevei)st)u  died 
ill  1«44,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and  his  mother  in 
1 862,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  They  ^verc  both 
members  of  the  Associate  Presl)yteriaii  Church. 
James  Stevenson  commenced  life  a  poor  boj',  re- 
ceiving but  $60  from  his  father's  estate.  By  hard 
work,  good  nianagenient  and  habits  of  industry,  he 
has  acquired  considerable  propert}-,  having  a  farm 
of  451  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. To  each  <->f  his  cliildien  leaving  home,  he 
has  given  a  good  start  in  life.  The  cause  of  tem- 
perance has  in  him  a  steadfast  friend,  as  well  as  all 
moral  reforms. 
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B.  CRAYNK,  farmer,  stock-raiser  and  dealer 
in  grain  and  stock.  West  Chester,  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  14, 
l.S4(),  and  is  the  son  of  Elihu  and  Mar3'  A. 
(Bell)  Crayne,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  The  family  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  in  1855,  and  settled  on  section  35, 
Franklin  Township,  where  the  father  bought  200 
acres  of  raw  land  which  he  improved  and  on  which 
the  family  lived  until  1866,  J.  B.  cutting  and 
splitting  the  rails  with  which  to  fence  it. 

In  1861,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  bought  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  which  he  im- 
proved, and  on  which  he  lived  two  j^ears.  His 
father  then  being  taken  sick,  he  returned  and  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  He  then  bought  160  acres  on  section  8, 
Franklin  Township.  On  this  place  was  a  small 
house,  and  there  had  been  about  sixty  .acres  of 
land  broken.  He  improved  this  farm  and  there 
lived  till  1876,  when  he  rented  the  same  and  com- 
menced buj'iug  grain  and  stock  in  West  Chester. 
He  continued  to  rent  his  farm  until  1875,  vvhen  he 
sold  it  and  bought  210  acres  of  land  on  sections  30 
and  31,  Cedar  Township,  adjoining  the  village  of 
West  Chester.  He  now  owns  230  acres  of  land 
with  a  good  residence  property  on  lots  11  and  12 
on  block  2  in  the  village  of  AVest  Chester. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Crayne  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Keziah  Walton,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 


daughter  of  Jonathan  Walton.  They  are  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Dora  E.,  wife  of  Frank  Bean,  of  Cedar  Township; 
Elmer  Ellsworth,  now  residing  in  Lane  County, 
Kan.;  Carrie  B.,  the  wife  of  F.  Coffman.  of  West 
Chester;  Milton  E.,  Annie,  Lizzie,  Almeta  May, 
Bessie  Lee  and  Bertha.  The  father  of  Mr.  Crayne 
died  in  Dallas  County,  Iowa,  in  1 871,  aged  fifty- 
five  years  and  eleven  months.  His  mother  is  still 
living  in  West  Chester,  and  is  now  sixty-four 
years  of  age.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  body  her  husltand  was  also  a 
memljer.  Elihu  Crayne  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mex- 
ican war,  but  did  not  get  to  the  front  till  the  war 
closed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  still  engaged  in  the 
stock  and  grain  buying  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing. Religiously,  he  is  a  Baptist,  and  he  is  also  a 
strong  temperance  man.  In  his  farming  opei-ations 
he  makes  a  specialtj'  of  fine  stock,  having  on  his 
place  a  number  of  head  of  imported  horses  as  well 
.IS  imported  cattle.  A  short  .account  of  iiis  stock 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Democrat.  Although  not  numbered  among 
the  very  earliest  of  Washington  Cijuntj^  pioneers, 
Mr.  Crayne  came  to  the  county  when  it  was  com- 
paratively new,  and  during  his  residence  of  almost 
a  third  of  a  century,  he  has  made  many  strong 
friends,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  confitlence  of 
all  who  knovT  him. 


yN.  HOOD,  Esij.,  w.as  born  in  Portsmouth, 
Scioto  Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  the  son  of  Wal- 
ter C.  and  Sarah  L.  (Leet)  Hood.  W.alter 
Hood  was  a  native  of  Somerset,  Perry  Co.,  Ohio, 
born  Feb.  3,  1825.  Sarah  Hood,  his  wife,  was  a 
native  of  Potter  County,  Pa.,  born  Sept.  19,  1833. 
They  were  married  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  in  May,  1855. 
At  that  date  and  for  a  score  of  years  later,  Walter 
Hood  was  connected  with  the  press  of  Ohio,  being 
editor  of  the  Ironton  Times,  Portsmouth  Times, 
and  JNIarietta  Times,  all  of  which  he  owned. 

Mr.   Hoi.d  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 

bar,  but  was  by  education  and   |)rofession  a  news- 

I   paper  man  in  the  fullest  sense,  and  ranked  highly  in 
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journalism  in  Obio.     His  talents  were  known  out- 
side  tiie  State,    for  a   position   on  the   New  Yorl< 
World   was   offered   to    Mr.    Hood,  leaving  liini  to 
name  his  own  salary,  Ijiit  he  declined  the  offer.    In 
18()(),  he  was  appointed  Deputy  United  States  Mar- 
shal of  the  Sontliern  District  of  Ohio,  and  assisted 
n   taking  the  census  of  the  State  for  that  year.    He 
was  also  appointed   State  Librarian,  at  Coluinlins, 
Ohio,  in  March,  ISTI.  and  his  death  occurred  wiiile 
filling  that  position.      He  was  appointed    hy   (Jov. 
Allen.       His    wife    died  at    Mariett;i,    Ohio,   July 
H),  IsTO.  in  her  thirty-seventh  year.     .She  was  the 
mother   of   four   chiidien — Ralph    L.,   W'illiain  \., 
Charles  C,  deceased,  and   Frances  K.  .  The  latter 
is  a   graduate   of  St.    Mary's    College,  Columbus, 
Ohio.     Our    subject.    W.    IS'.    Hood,  completed  his 
education  at  Marietta,   Ohio.      From   that  date   he 
became  connected    with   tiic  Mariettti  Ji('(/ix>('i\  and 
learned    the    printer's    traile   in    ail    its     branches. 
Later,    ho    accepted  a  position  in  the  oliice   of   the 
Colunil]ns  Gazt'tle,  and  after  the  death  of  his  fatiier 
went  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  becoming  engaged  soon 
after  to  work  upon  the   Times  of  that  city,   where 
he  remained   until  June.    187G,   when    he   came  to 
Washington,   Jowa,  and  in  July  of  the  same  year 
began  work  on  the  G'axcttc,  then  publisiie<l  by  John 
Wiseman.     After  Mr.    Wiseman    disposed    of  the 
Gazette,  Mr.    Hood    became   connected    with    tlie 
Washington  Democrat,  which   was  ushered  into  ex- 
istence Aug.  14,  1874. 

In  .Se[)tember.  187'.),  in  company  with  L.  Waters, 
Mr.  Ilotid  |)urchased  the  oliice  and  good-will  oi  the 
Dcmocral,  continuing  its  publication  successfully 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Waters  in  September,  1881. 
George  G.  Rodman  then  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Waters,  and  the  firm  has  since  done  business 
under  the  name  of  Rodman  &  Hood.  This  paper 
is  the  only  and  the  otlicial  l-)emocratic  paper  in  the 
countj'.  The  editors  and  publishers  have  made  it 
a  very  profitable  journal.  Both  gentlemen  are  ready 
writers. 

Mr.  Hood  was  married,  Oct.  II,  1882,  to  .Miss 
Ida,  daughter  of  Azel  and  Hannah  (Sherfej')  Farns- 
worth.  of  Muscatine,  Iowa.  Mr.  Farnswt)rth,  dur- 
ing his  life  in  Muscatine,  was  a  well-known  capital- 
ist. He  left  a  widow  and  three  children:  Julius 
R.,  a   farmer,  residing  iu  Muscatine;  Carrie  O.,  a 


teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Muscatine,  and  Ida 
F.,  the  wife  of  .Mr.  Hood.  One  daughter,  Winifred, 
has  graced  the  union  of  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hood.  The 
family  of  .Mr.  Hood  arc  well  acquainted  in  Wash- 
ington, and  Mr.  Hood  has  practically  from  boy- 
hood been  identified   with  all  Its  business  interests. 


j^»  LDER  JOHN  THOiM  AS,  Pastor  of  the  Maple 
IT*      Crove   Congregation,  of   German  IJaptists, 
/ik=^  Crooked  Creek,   resides   upon   section  S   of 
Seventy-Six  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.      He  is  a  native  of  Rocking- 
ham   County,    \'a.,    and    is   the  son   of   John    and 
Susan    (Miller)  Thomas,  who  were  also   natives  of 
A'irginia.   His  father  died  when  he  was  a  small  boy, 
and  his  mother  died  iu  1802.     The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm  and   received  a  good 
Knglish  education.   On  the  2.">th  day  of  May,  1847, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  .Sanger, 
a   native  of    Virginia,   and   daughter  of  John  and 
Kli/.alieth  "(Floree)  Sanger,  the  former  a  native  of 
Maryland  and    the   latter  of    ^'irg■inia.      Fourteen 
children  have  been   born    unto   them :     Elizabetli, 
liorii    May    1.5,    184!!,   died    in  the  sjjring  of  1862 ; 
Daniel    Henry,   born   Aug.  7,    1851,  is  a  farmer  in 
Washington  County ;     Sarah  Ann,  born  March  20, 
18,53,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  L.  Burger,  of  Seventy- 
Six  Township;  Jacob  F.,  b(jrn  Sept.  23,  1854,  now 
resides    in  this  county;   Mary   C,   born   Dec.  25, 
1855,   resides  at   home;  John  L..  born  March  20, 
1857,  is  a  farmer  residing   in   Cass   County,  Iowa; 
Martin  D.,  born  Aug.  18,  1858,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  j'ears  and  eight  months;  Isaac  Newton,  born 
July  2,  18U0,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year  and  seven 
months;  James  Madison,  born  Nov.  li),  18G1,  died 
in  infancy;  William  H.,  born  Dec.  25,  1863,  resides 
in  this  county;  \'irginia,  born  Jan.  15,  1866,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Samuel   Brower,  of  Sherman    County, 
Neb.;  Kdward  S.,   born  March  10,  1867,  resides  at 
home;  Lavina  Ellen,  born  Oct.  1,  1868,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year  and  eighteen  days;  Martha  F^lsie, 
born  .May  2,  1872,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  the  familj'  came  to  Washing- 
ton County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Thomas  purclijised 
160  acres  of  land,  comprising  the  farm  where  he 
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now  lives,  and  which  is  well  improved  and  all  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  for  many 
years  been  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  follduiiig 
the  example  of  those  living  in  apostolic  days,  lie 
has  labored  .is  the  opportunity  was  given  him, 
without  money  and  without  price.  In  the  ministry 
of  the  "Word  he  endeavors  to  follow  not  only  the 
precepts  of  our  Savior,  but  His  example  in  al! 
things.  He  was  ordained  an  Elder  in  1870.  The 
congreg.ition  over  which  he  ministers  now  numbers 
about  seventy  members.  The  family  of  Mr.  Thomas 
are  all  members  of  the  Church. 


-■€-*-! 


^(  W.  NICHOLS,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  21,  Oregon  Township,  is  the  owner 
of  133  acres  of  fine  land,  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved  in 
other  respects.  He  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Ind.,  March  27,  1.S.S2,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard 
and  Mar}'  (Pinkston)  Nichols,  the  former  a  native 
of  Delaware  and  of  English  descent,  the  latter  of 
Tennessee  and  of  Welsh  descent.  Both  are  now 
deceased ;  the  former  died  in  Illinois,  and  the  latter 
in  Indiana.  They  reared  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  after  he  grew  to  m.anhood  continued  that 
occupation,  in  addition  to  which  he  engaged  in 
buying  and  shipping  stock  for  fifteen  3'ears.  He 
was  married  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  in  1852, 
to  Margaret  Stone,  a  native  of  that  county,  born  in 
1835.  They  have  had  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living:  Alvin  L.,  a  con- 
ductor on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railroad ;  Emerson  E.,  Clarence  E.,  Myra  L.  and 
Charles  P.  The  deceased  are  Mary  E.,  William 
W.  and  Vernon.  Clarence  E.  was  also  a  conductor 
on  the  railroad,  and  while  actively  eng.aged  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,,  received  an  injury,  dis- 
abling him  for  .active  labor  and  was  therefore  dis- 
charged by  the  company. 

Mr.  Nichols  came  to  Washington  County  with 
his  family  in  185o,  coming  through  from  Indiana 
with  a  team,   locating  on   the   farm   where  he  now 


resides,  and  on  which  he  has  lived  almost  a  third 
of  a  centur}'.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  also  of  the  Methodist  Eipiscopal 
Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  a 
leader  in  the  councils  of  that  party  in  Washington 
County.  He  was  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  almost  all  the  township  oftices,  including 
Township  Assessor,  which  office  he  held  for  four 
}'ears;  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  four 
years  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace  two  3'ears ;  Notary  Pub- 
lic six  years;  Township  Clerk  several  years,  and 
came  .within  two  votes  of  securing  the  nomination 
as  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  In  the  past  few 
3'ears  Jlr.  Nichols  has  turned  his  attention  to  fine 
stock,  and  now  owns  one  of  the  best  horses  in  the 
county,  "Luther  Benson,"  by  Saxon's  Blue  Bull,  son 
of  Wilson's  renowned  Blue  Bull,  No.  75,  of  Rush 
County,  Ind. 

Mr.  Nichols  is  well  entitled  to  the  honor  of  iieing 
I   one  of  the   representative  citizens  of  the   county, 
and    as   such    is   entitled   to   representation  in  the 
PouTRAiT  AND  Bi0(;KA iMiicAi,  Album  of   Washing- 
ton County. 


FREDERICK  KREBS,  farmer,  was  born  in 
Wernigersock.  Prussia,  in  1820,  and  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Louisa  (Spe,ar)  Krebs. 
Henry  Krebs  was  born  in  Prussia,  but  his  wife  was 
a  native  of  Hanover.  He  w.as  a  gardenc;-  near  the 
village  mentioned,  where  he  and  his  wife  lived  and 
died.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  onh'  one  now  living. 

Frederick  Krebs,  our  subject,  w.as  reared  and 
educated  in  Prussia,  and  while  a  resident  of  that 
country  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  as  his 
father,  except  that  to  this  was  added  a  knowledge 
of  hothouse  gardening,  and  this  of  itself  is  a  won- 
derful science.  The  propagation  of  plants  and 
gathering  of  seeds,  which  were  sent  throughout 
almost  the  whole  world,  was  for  many  years  his  busi- 
ness. He  was  educated  in  German  and  Latin  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  country,  and  from  his  ma- 
jority was  enlisted  in  the  German  army,  in  which 
he  served   three  years.      His   inonej'  was  carefully 
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saved,  both  from  his  service  and  from  his  labor  un- 
til a  small  sii'n  of  cash  was  at  his  command,  when 
efforts  were  again  made  to  place  him  in  the  ranks, 
Init  being  on  good  terms  with  the  military  officers 
he  was  given  a  pass,  and  with  his  money  in  his 
pocket  he  sailed  from  Bremen  JIarch  15,  1848. 
After  a  seven  weeks'  voyage  he  hailed  with  delight 
the  shores  o£  America.  He  landed  at  New  York, 
and  hearing  that  many  market  gardeners  were  lo- 
cated at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  he  pnrchased  passage  to 
that  city,  bnt  in  going  down  North  River  his  boat 
was  wrecked  in  the  night,  and  he  escaped  only  with 
his  life  and  a  part  of  his  clothes.  A  valuable.trunk 
full  of  tlie  choicest  seeds  was  lost.  He  was  taken 
from  tlie  wreck  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  at  once  en- 
gaged with  John  Kittle,  an  English  farmer,  for  $4 
per  month,  as  he  was  desirous  of  learning  the  En- 
glish language.  Me  worked  for  Kittle  one  year, 
and  then  went  to  Connecticut,  from  wlience  he  re- 
turned two  years  later  and  began  work  again  for 
Mr.  Kittle  at  $11  per  month. 

"When  he  came  to  America  Jlr.  K.  had  §25  left, 
but  he  carefully  siived  his  money,  and  in  185;J  de- 
termined to  come  West,  hearing  that  lands  could 
be  secured  cheaply  there.  So  with  about  S^aOO,  the 
result  of  his  earnings,  he  started  for  Chicago,  but 
on  his  arrival  was  <lisgusted  witli  tlie  place,  so  he 
concluded  to  emigrate  to  Iowa,  lie  reached  \\'ash- 
ington  County  in  November,  1853,  entered  an 
80-acre  tract,  where  he  yet  resides,  and  set  to 
work  to  erect  a  i)ole  cabin.  After  this  was  done 
and  he  was  fairly  settled,  the  cabin  was  accident- 
ally burned  while  he  was  getting  his  breakfast.  For 
six  weeks  afterward  lie  slept  under  a  tree,  while 
building  anoliier  ctibin.  His  story  of  how  the 
wolves  used  to  come  near  and  howl  tlieir  disni;il 
music  in  his  ears  while  trying  to  sleep  on  the  o|ieu 
prairie  is  truly  amusing.  Sometimes  he  would 
seize  his  pitchfork  and  jnui|i  fidui  ills  blauket.  but 
the  wolves  woidd  scam|)er  away,  onl^'  to  return 
again  jis  soon  .as  he  had  composed  himself  to  sleep. 
The  site  of  the  ol<l  cabin  is  yet  marked  by  some 
evidences  of  former  habitation,  but  a  frame  build- 
ing was  later  completed.  He  mark-  some  improve- 
ments and  bought  a  yoke  of  callk',  but  most  of  his 
breaking  was  hired.  About  tlii.s  time  he  concluded 
he    had    kept    bachelor  quarlers   long    enough,    so, 


in  1857,  he  was  married  to  Rachel,  daughter  of 
.lohn  Hogan,  who  lived  in  English  Uiver  Township, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county.  The 
ceremony  w.as  performed  by  .lacob  Mausk,  Esq., 
and  the  J'ouug  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in 
the  new  farm  house  which  was  bnilt  by  Frederick's 
own  hands.  The  walls  were  devoid  of  plastering, 
but  it  was  a  shelter  from  the  winter  winds  and  the 
summer's  sun,  and  from  the  time  of  their  marriage 
prosperity  began.  Children  came  to  grace  their 
prairie  home,  and  the  walls  of  the  old  bachelor 
quarters  were  made  to  ring  with  childish  glee.  The 
joy  of  his  wife  and  family,  and  the  possession  of  a 
farm  of  his  own  in  a  free  country  were  almost  more 
than  he  had  hoped  for  in  the  old  country. 

JMr.  Krebs  made  brick  with  his  own  hands,  and 
lined  the  inside  of  his  house,  which  when  white- 
w.ashed  gave  it  a  cheerful  appearance,  but  the  old 
house  has  long  been  replaced  by  a  hand.sorae  frame 
dwelling,  and  large  barns  have  been  erected.  The 
8()-acre  farm  was  the  nucleus  of  his  present  fine 
farm  of  700  acres,  highly  improved,  except  a  small 
portion  of  timber;  1.513  rods  of  osage  hedge  sur- 
round his  farms,  all  of  which  is  under  fence,  and  is 
situated  in  the  most  fertile  part  of  the  township. 
He  has  become  by  his  own  energy  a  wealthy  man 
and  through  all  the  hardships  of  the  new  countrj- 
his  good  wife  has  bravely  done  her  i)art,  and  now 
at  middle  age  enjoys  with  him  the  fruits  of  a  well- 
spent  life.  They  are  the  ))arents  of  six  sons  and 
four  daughters:  Mary,  a  daughter  by  the  first  hus- 
band of  Mrs.  Krebs,  wedded  .lames  Patterson,  a 
farmer  of  English  River  Townsliip:  Louisa  wedded 
Jacob  Frank,  a  farmer  living  near  our  subject; 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Leuser,  the  Postmaster 
of  Kalona.  and  dealer  in  hnrdwaie;  Henry  is  a  bach- 
elor and  a  farmer  in  this  township;  Frederick,  Jr.. 
.lohn,  Charles,  (Jotllieb  and  Rachel  are  all  unmar- 
ried au<l  reside  with  their  parents  u|)on  the  old 
homestead. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Krebs  has  served  upon  the 
School  Hoard,  yet  even  now  he  cannot  read  the 
English  language  well.  In  his  own  language  he  is 
well  educated,  and  all  his  children  have  been  given 
a  good  common-school  education.  Success  has 
crowned  the  life  of  Frederick  Krebs.  and  he  is 
known  and  honored  among  the  best  people   of   the 
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county  for  his  honesty  anrl  piiritj'  in  pi-ivate  and 
public  life.  Wilhelni,  their  lourth  son,  is  some- 
where in  the  West,  but  his  whereabouts  is  un- 
known. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krebs  are  both  Free-thinkers  in  the 
fullest  sense.  They  love  Protestant  institutions 
and  freedom  in  eveytliing,  botli  political  and  relig- 
ious. 

'-^'^ — -i^m- — '-'-•^ 

OBERT  W.  ALBERTSON,  Washington,  is 
one  of  the  earl}'  settlers  of  the  county,  hav- 
ing resided  here  (irincipally  since  IH.'j.d. 
Me  is  a  native  of  Harrison  Count}',  Ohio, 
born  July  2M,  1831.  His  parents,  Thomas  and 
Faunie  (Campbell)  Albertson,  emigrated  to  Ohio 
at  au  early  day  and  were  among  the  first  to  locate 
in  Harrison  County.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  one 
daughter  and  three  sons  yet  living:  Mary,  residing 
in  Ashland  County,  Ohio;  William  and  James,  also 
of  that  county  and  State,  and  Robert  W.  of  this 
county.  Thomas  Albertson  in  his  religious  views, 
affiliated  with  the  Presbyterians,  and  for  many 
years,  an<l  until  his  death,  was  a  Deacon  in  that  body. 
He  died  June  17,  1876;  Mrs.  Albertson  died  Nov. 
7,  1879.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Both  were  earnest  in  the  faith  and 
highly  respected  wherever  known. 

Robert  Albertson  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  When 
eighteen  3'ears  of  age  he  engaged  with  a  plasterer 
to  learn  that  trade,  at  a  salary  of  15  per  month, 
with  board  and  washing,  working  two  years  for 
those  wages.  In  1855,  believing  that  he  could  do 
better  in  a  newer  country,  he  came  to  Washington 
County,  worked  at  his  trade,  became  acquainted 
with,  and  in  1857  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Gordon, 
daughter  of  David,  Sr.,  and  Siblie  (Archibald) 
Gordon.  The  former  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  county.  Five  children  were  horn  unto  them — 
John,  William,  Fanny,  Frank  and  Vida  B.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  he  returned  to  Ohio  with  his 
bride,  and  was  there  in  18G2,  when  the  call  was 
made  by  President  Lincoln  for  300,000  more  men 
and,  in  response  to  the  call,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K, 
102d  Ohio  Vol.  Inf.  With  his  regiment  he  was 
4*        


mustered  into  the  service  at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  from 
which  place  they  were  sent  into  Tennessee,  and  in 
the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  which  soon  afterward 
occurred,  the  regiment  lost  heavily.  It  was  next 
sent  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  where  it  did  guard  duty. 
While  there  Mr.  Albertson  was  taken  sick,  and 
sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  la}'  one  month,  and 
was  then  discharged  for  physical  disability.  His 
sickness  was  caused  from  exposure,  the  regiment 
being  for  three  weeks  without  blankets,  the  men 
having  to  lie  upon  the  bare  ground.  From  the 
effects  of  this  exposure  Mr.  Albertson  neverrecov- 
ered,  and  for  some  years  has  been  drawing  a 
pension  of  112  per  month,  which  in  the  spring  of 
1887,  was  increased  to  $24  per  month.  The  increase 
was  meriteil,  and,  though  tardj-,  is  duly  appreciated. 
On  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Albertson  rctuined 
to  Ohio,  remaining  a  short  time,  and  then  r-ame 
back  to  Washington,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  reside,  following  his  occupation  of  plasterer 
whenever  his  health  would  permit. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Albertson  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  memlier  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  Washington.  For 
upward  of  thirty  years,  Mr.  Albertson  has  been 
identified  with  the  county,  and  in  that  time  has  wit- 
nessed many  changes.  The  pi'inciples  of  the 
Golden  Rule  he  endeavors  to  apply  to  his  daily 
life. 

^T/  H.  ROIMINE  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  2,  Seventy-Six  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  III., 
and  is  the  son  of  L.  11  and  Elizabeth  (Ta}'- 
lor)  Romine,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the 
latter  of  Maryland.  They  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Fulton  County,  111.,  where  they  remained 
until  1850,  when  they  came  to  Washington  County. 
Iowa,  and  were  thus  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  this  county.  His  father  died  Oct.  10, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  His  mother 
is  still  living  in  this  county,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Washington 
County  with  his  parents,  in  1850,  and  remained 
with  them  until  the  spring  of   18G3.   when    he    en- 
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listed  in  the  2fl  Iowa  Infantry  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  lie  was  in  the  Atlanta  campaign 
and  was  with  Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to  the 
sea.  On  receiving  his  discharge  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  he  returned  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and 
resumed  his  former  occupation  of  farming.  For 
fourj'earshe  rented  •land,  and  then  bought  eight}' 
acres  of  uninijjroved  land  on  section  2,  which  lie 
lias  liroiigiit  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  < 
where  he  still  continues  to  reside.  To  the  original 
eighty  he  has  added  from  time  to  time,  until  lie 
now  owns  400  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  there  is  in 
Washington  County.  Mr.  Rtmiine  was  first  mar- 
ried ill  l.sGi),  to  Martha  Flitz,  a  native  of  Dubiuiue 
County,  Iowa,  and  daugiiter  of  George  and  Hester  j 
(Merchant)  Flitz.  Two  children  were  bom  unto 
them:  William,  now  residing  at  home,  and'  .teiiuia 
May,  who  died  in  infancv.  Mrs.  Romiiie  dLefJ  ii»»;{ 
LSGil,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Metht)dist  Ei)iscopal  Church.  In  1873 
Mr.  Romine  wedded  Nancy  C.  Cochran,  a  daiFgh-'l-' 
ter  of  John  and  Jane  (IIell3'er)  Cochran,  the  former  * 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  West  Nirgiiiia'. 
Mrs.  Romine  is  a  native  of  Noble  County,  Ohio, 
born  Sept.  4,  18.T."i.  By  this  union  tliere  are  five 
children :  Jesse  Holland,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  months;  Franklin  K.,  Leonora  A.,  Morris  E. 
and  Ursa  Iris. 

As  stated,  Mr.  Romine  lias  one  of  tlie  best  farms 
in  Washington  County,  and  that  wliicli  he  now  has 
was  acquired  by  industry,  energy,  close  attention 
to  business  and  practical  economy.  Yet  in  the 
prime  of  life,  Mr.  Romine  has  made  a  success  of  his 
chosen  iirofession,  and  is  well  entitled  to  be  classed 
among  tiie  representative  citizens  of  Washington 
County.  Ready  at  all  times  to  assist  in  any  lauda- 
ble enterprise,  he  is  regarded  b}'  his  friends  and 
neighbors  as  one  well  worthy  of  respect.  I'olitic- 
ally,  he  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  fraternally,  is 
a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Wellniaii. 


ff_^  AR\'KV      TAYLOR,    deceased,    was    born 

\l%  ^^^'^'  '"'   ''"*"■*'   '"    ^"'"^'S''   County,  N.    Y., 

1^^^  and  was  the  son  of  David  and  Anna  (Lan- 

^g)     don)  Ta^-lor,  who  were  the  parents  of  seven 

children:  James,  Robert  and    Ilarve}',    deceased; 


those  living  are  Olive,  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  who  is 
ninety  years  old;  Amelia,  in  Michigan,  aged  eighty- 
six,  and  Sally,  in  Ohio,  aged  eighty-eight.  These 
are  mentioned  because  it  is  a  remarkable  occurrence 
to  see  so  many  of  one  faniil}-  spared  to  reach  the 
ages  to  which  they  have  attained.    - 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  received  his  educ;itioii  in  the  common 
schools,  supplemented  by  study  and  reading  in  after 
life.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  the  death  of  his  father 
occurred,  au<l  young  T.a^'lor  was  sent  to  learn  the 
cooper's  trade  with  his  brother,  and  remained  with 
him  until  he  had  mastered  the  trade,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  about  1828.  He 
taught  school  in  Ohio,  for  which  he  received  $7  per 


nnnithj  cpatinuing  teaching  until  IB.TS. 


.;  •^li'.- Taylor  was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss 
;El(5ijJor  Squires.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Nathan- 
iel and  Mary  (Bennett)  Squires,  natives  of  New 
York.  After  Mr.  Tajior  w.as  married  he  Ijought  a 
■f.-M'm'iiffl.DO'acres  in  Scioto  Countv.  where  he  re- 
mjiined,  engaged  in  farming  and  coopering,  until 
1^47.  In  1846  lie  came  to  Iowa  and  bought  300 
acres  of  wild  land,  and  in  that  winter  returned  to 
Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1S47  he  brought  his  family 
to  the  new  western  home,  and  lived  in  an  old  log 
cabin  on  a  farm  near  where  Wellman  now  stands. 
In  the  spring  of  1848  he  moved  upon  his  first  pur- 
chase, on  section  2.5,  Lime  Creek  Township,  and 
commenced  to  improve  the  farm,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  had  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
township.  Mr.  Taylor  was  an  honored  man  in  his 
time,  always  taking  an  active  part  in  all  political 
and  public  affairs.  He  was  a  strong  believer  in  the 
doctrine  of  the  universal  salvation  of  all  men. 

Mr.  Taylor  held  various  township  offices,  was  a 
.lustice  of  the  Pc^ace  for  a  period  of  twenty-four 
3'ears,  both  in  this  State  and  Ohio,  serving  twenty 
consecutive  years  in  this  State.  He  was  always 
ready  to  lend  both  time  and  money  to  the  needy, 
and  no  one  was  more  willing  than  he  to  help  in  any 
cause  that  had  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  hu- 
manity. He  died  Jlay  31,  1881.  at  the  age  of  sev- 
ent^'-seven  3'ears.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to 
the  home  of  rest,  dying  Dec.  lo,  18G1,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-one.  She  w.as  a  very  pious  woman,  a  kind 
mothci-,  and  was  greatly  loved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
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Mr.  and  Mis.  Taylor  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
ehildre!':  Jefferson  K.,  born  Jan.  7,  1832,  died 
June  7,  1836;';  Sally,  born  Nov.  12,  IS.'M,  died 
Jan.  7,  18G1,  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Scranton; 
Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  14,  1830,  was  the  wife  of  I. 
N.  Carr,  died  in  August,  1861;  B.  H.,  born  Feb. 
4,  1838;  David,  born  Jan.  27,  1840,  is  a  farmer  of 
Johnson  County,  Neb.;  E.  M.,  born  Jan  7,  1842, 
died  June  1(5,  1801 ;  Addison,  born  Oct.  19,  1843,  in 
Scioto  Count}-,  Ohio,  is  a  farmer  in  Hutchinson 
County,  Dak.;  John  G.,  born  July  27,  1845,  died 
April  0,  1847,  in  Washington,  Iowa;  Mai-garet, 
born  April  18,  1847,  in  Washington,  is  now  the 
wife  of  I.  N.  Carr;  Anna,  born  April  17,  1850, 
died  in  Washington  County,  Iowa,  in  infancy; 
Eleanor,  born  April  1,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Brewer,  living  in  Wayne  County,  Iowa. 


'LEXANDER  M.  HOWCK  is  one  of  the 
(WfLiv  leading  farmers  of  Franklin  Township,  re- 
siding on  section  17,  where  he  owns  one 
of  the  best-Improved  farms  in  Washington 
County.  lie  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Wayne 
Count}',  Jan.  10,  1826,  and  is  tiie  son  of  Corne- 
lius and  Sarah  (McKinney)  Howck,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Liiie  the  great  majority  of  those 
represented  in  this  volume,  Alexander  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  in  1847  went  from  Ohio  to  Illinois 
where  he  remained  one  year,  then  returned  to  Ohio 
and  engaged  in  driving  stock  across  the  mountains 
to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Lancaster,  Pa.  In  this 
business  he  continued  until  1850,  when  he  again 
went  to  Illinois  and  located  near  Bloomington,  Mc- 
Lean County,  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1852 
he  came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  entered 
some  land,  returned  to  Illinois,  and  Oct.  12,  1853, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Oren- 
dorf,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  (Ogden) 
Orendorf.  During  the  same  year  he  moved  to 
Washington  County  and  settled  upon  his  present 
farm,  which  now  consists  of  000  acres  all  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Mrs.  Howck  died  in 
1865,  leaving  two  children:  Helen,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Robinson,  for  many  years  a  physician  at  Dublin, 
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Dutch  Creek  Township,  and  James,  now  residing 
in  Franklin  Township;  Elmer  is  deceased.  Mr. 
Howck  was  again  married  in  1867,  to  Maria  Riley,  a 
native  of  Illinois,  and  daughter  of  George  and 
Ellen  (McMurray)  Riley.  Thej-  have  one  child, 
Charles.  Mr.  Howck  is  of  German  descent,  his 
grandfather  Hovvck  being  born  in  Germany.  His 
father  died  in  October,  1870,  aged  seventy  years. 
His  mother  is  still  living  in  Washington  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years. 

Mr.  Howck  was  induced  to  come  to  Washington 
County  on  account  of  its  land  being  cheap  and  of 
the  very  best  qualitj\  He  has  never  had  occasion 
to  regret  his  choice.  In  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing, he  has  been  engaged  quite  extensively  in  rais- 
ing fine  stock,  and  also  for  a  time  in  purchasing 
and  shipping  stock  for  the  general  markets.  In 
connection  with  his  stock  business  he  has  made 
several  trips  to  Kansas  and  the  Indian  Territory 
for  the  purpose  of  gathering  such  stock  as  he  could 
profitably  use.  In  order  to  get  his  first  start,  he 
worked  on  a  farm  at  17  per  month  with  board,  se- 
curing in  that  manner  a  small  sum  of  money.  By 
judicious  investment  it  was  increased  until  he  had 
secured  enough  to  purchase  his  present  fine  farm 
in  Washington  County.  On  this  farm  he  has  a 
fine  dwelling-house  erected  in  1876  at  a  cost  of 
$3,500,  a  view  of  which  is  given  on  the  opposite 
page.  He  has  also  a  fine  barn  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$700,  which,  together  with  other  out-buildings,  pre- 
sent a  very  attractive  appearance ;  on  the  farm  is 
nine  miles  of  hedge  fence.  In  addition  to  the 
dwelling  in  which  he  lives,  he  has  upon  the  place 
other  buildings  occupied  by  tenants.  Mr.  Howck 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitj'  since 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  its  principles  being  dear 
to  his  heart.  He  is  a  man  who  stands  well  in  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  is  favorably  known 
throughout  the  county,  and  universally  respected 
by  all. 


W  lEUT.  D.  A.  BOYER,  farmer  and  stock- 
I  (^  raiser,  section  9,  Dutch  Creek  Township, 
jJOs^  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  9, 
1842.  He  is  a  son  of  Solomon  and  Catherine  K. 
Boyer,    who    were  also   natives   of  Penns3^1vauia. 


u 


t. 


A 


558 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


They  were  tlie  parents  of  twelve  children,  six  sons 
aiifl  six  (laughters:  Joseph  A.  resides  in  Chicago 
and  is  foreman  of  Swift  Brothers'  packing-house; 
Sarah  E.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William  Ed- 
ward, and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Muncie, 
Pa. ;  Jacob  F.  is  a  farmer  and  stonemason,  and 
now  resides  in  Red  Willow  County,  Xeb. ;  Hannah, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  Wertii,  and  was 
buried  in  tlie  old  Washington  cemetery ;  D.  A.  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  T. 
F.  McCarty,  of  Sigourncy,  Iveokuk  Co.,  Iowa;  An- 
drew .S.,  a  farmer  in  Ked  Willow  County,  Neb. ; 
Allen  v..  deceased,  buried  at  Honeywell,  Kan.; 
Susan,  the  wife  of  John  B.  Adams,  of  Sigourney, 
Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa;  Rebecca,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Wood  Shawhan,  and  is  buried  at  Sigourney; 
Stephen  C,  a  farmer  in  Red  Willow  County',  Neb. 

In  JMay,  lis,').s,  the  famil}'  left  their  native  State 
and  came  by  rail  to  Keokuk  County,  where  they 
remained  until  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  then  came 
to  Washington  County  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Washington  Township,  which  they  im- 
proved, and  in  18G.5,  sold  and  went  back  to  Keo- 
kuk County,  bought  240  acres  and  resided  there 
until  1870,  sold  again  and  went  to  Nebraska,  locat- 
ing in  Fairmount  County,  where  Mr.  Boyer  pur- 
chased KJO  acres,  and  in  lS7o  sold  that,  going  to 
Red  Willow  County,  where  he  purchased  160  acres, 
and  there  remained  until  his  death,  in  March,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  His  wife  survives 
him,  making  her  home  with  her  children.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  body 
-  Mr.  Boyer  was  also  a  member. 

The  earlj-  life  of  I).  A.  Boyer,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  spent  on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  public  schools  of  tlie  neighborhoods  in  which 
they  resided.  In  1802  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  25th 
Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  and  particii)aled  in  the  various  en- 
gagements of  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickasaw  Bayou  and 
Arkansas  I'dsI,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  battles  of  Look- 
out Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Ringgold, 
.where  he  was  slightly  wounded.  The  regiment 
was  with  Sherman  on  his  famous  inarch  to  the  sea 
and  paiticipated  in  the  last  battle  of  the  war,  at 
Bentonville,  N.  C,  after  which  it  went  lo  Wash- 
ington City  and  took  part  in  the  grand  review,  and 


was  mustered  out  June  16,  1865.  Mr.  Boyer  en- 
listed as  a  private,  was  appointed  Fifth  Sergeant, 
and  afterward  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant 
of  his  coni|)any.  Two  of  his  brothers  were  also 
soldiers  in  the  late  war.  Josejih  A.  was  Second 
Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  8th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was 
wounded  at  Memphis,  Tcnn. ;  Jacob  F.  was  a 
private  in  the  same  company,  and  was  wounded  at 
Jackson,  Jliss. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  returned  home  and  bought  ninety -six  acres 
of  unimproved  land,  but  for  the  three  following 
years  was  engaged  in  contracting  and  grading  for 
the  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.  On  the  20th  of  October, 
1869,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  E.  J. 
Harris,  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  (Jet.  23,  1848,  aud 
daughter  of  R.  J.  and  Minerva  J.  (Henderson) 
Harris,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Seven  children 
have  been  born  unto  them  :  Walter  S.,  born  July 
30,  1870;  Howard  C,  Jan.  20,  1872;  Emma  R., 
Jan.  2,  1874;  Frank  P.,  born  Dec.  28,  1876,  died 
June  30,  1 883,  and  was  buried  in  Pleasant  Valley  ^ 
Cemetery;  Ilariy  L.,  born  Feb.  23.  1878;  Mary 
F.,  Jan.  14,  1881;  William  G.,  May  2,  1885.  In 
1870  Lieut.  Boyer  purchased  eight}' acres  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  to  which  he  re- 
moved, and  lo  which  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  until  he  now  owns  339  acres,  all  of  which  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1876  he 
built  his  present  residence,  which  is  a  two-story 
frame,  26x28  feet.  In  1883  he  built  his  present 
elegant  barn,  40x66  feet,  with  '.1-foot  basement  and 
2(l-foot  posts  above.  In  addition  to  gcnend  farm- 
ing, Mr.  Boyer  is  extensively  engaged  in  breeding 
and  raising  fine  stock,  having  some  of  the  finest 
horses  and  cattle  in  Washington  County,  an  ac- 
count of  which  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Like  many  others  ot  the  best  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington County,  Lieut.  Boyer  commenced  life  in 
limited  circumstances,  but  by  industry  and  perse- 
\  einnce  he  has  toiled  on  until  he  now  ranks  as  one 
of  the  most  substantial  farmers  in  the  county.  As 
a  citizen,  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all,  a  man-  always  in  the  advance  in  every  enter- 
prise calculated  for  the  public  good.  He  is  Vice 
President  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com-    ^ 
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pany.     No    man    in    Dutch    Creek    Township    has 
more  and  stronger  friends  than  Lieut.  D.  A.  Buyer. 
A  fine  view  of  his  residence  will  he  found  else- 
where in  this  volume. 


"W  AMES  H.  TAYLOR  resifles  upon  section  13, 
Marion  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was 
(^jjfi  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio, 
in  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Doretha  Tay- 
lor, the  former  a  native  of  France  and  the  latter  of 
Silver  Springs,  Pa.,  They  resided  in  the  town  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  re- 
mained until  nine  years  of  age,  at  which  time,  not- 
withstanding his  youtii,  he  commenced  driving 
stock  across  the  mountains;  this  he  followed  for 
three  j-ears,  and  then  commenced  work  at  the  car- 
penter trade,  and  served  three  years;  he  then 
went  into  a  machini^-shop  at  Wheeling,  W.  \a., 
and  there  remained  tliree  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  time,  lie  began  acting  as  an  engineer,  and 
continued  in  that  occupation  for  a  number  of 
vears.  running  on  a  steamboat  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers,  going  from  Pittsburgh  to  New 
Orleans.  He  quit  the  river  in  1846,  and  then  com- 
menced work  again  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
Wheeling,  and  also  in  putting  in  machinery  in  fac- 
tories and  other  places.  He  continued  in  this  work 
for  about  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Ohio,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  in  Belmont  County,  built  a  house 
and  there  lived  till  1850,  when  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  settled  in  Burlington,  where  he  remained  one 
year  engaged  in  running  an  engine  for  Rand  & 
Foote  in  their  planing-mill  at  that  place.  While 
there  he  made  quite  a  reputation  as  an  expert  ma- 
chinist, having  converted  a  steamboat  engine  into 
a  stationary  engine.  He  then  went  to  New  London, 
Iowa,  where  he  ran  an  engine  in  a  flouring  and  saw 
mill  for  two  and  a  half  years.  From  New  London 
he  went  to  Rome,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  six 
months.  Here  he  set  up  an  engine  and  machinery 
for  sawing  ties.  In  1864,  he  went  to  Crawfords- 
ville,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  one  year,  engaged 
in  engineering.  Chariton  w.as  his  next  stopping- 
place,  where  he  remained  a  short  time  and  set  up  a 


large  sawmill.  Returning  to  Crawfordsville,  he 
moved  to  Crooked  Creek,  where  he  bought  a  mill, 
set  it  up,  and  which  was  long  known  as  Taylor's 
Mill;  it  was  a  saw  and  grist  mill  combined.  After 
running  this  mill  for  two  years,  he  sold  it  and  again 
moved  to  Crawfordsville,  where  he  built  a  house 
and  lived  one  year,  engaged  in  farming  and  team- 
ing; he  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
13,  Marion  Township,  which  vvas  unimproved,  but 
which  he  improved  and  to  which  he  has  added  by 
subsequent  purchases  until  he  has  now  205  acres, 
mostly  under  cultivation.  Here  he  still  resides,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, and  also  in  running  a  sawmill.  Mr.  Taylor 
was  married  in  1840  to  Elizabeth  Williams,  a  na- 
tive of  Wheeling,  Va.,  but  reared  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Hannah  (Johnson)  Williams.  Her  father  was  of 
French  descent,  and  was  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  par- 
ents of  fourteen  children:  Sarah  A.  died  in  child- 
hood; Hannah  Emily,  the  wife  of  Eli  Ha,zleton,  of 
Marion  Township;  Marj'  Ann  was  the  wife  of 
Mel  born  Hampton,  and  is  now  a  widow  residing  in 
Sigourney,  Iowa;  James  H.  died  in  1854,  aged  four 
years;  Doretha  E.  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  C,  a 
farmer  now  residing  in  Webster  County,  Neb.; 
Elizabeth  E.  is  the  wife  of  Willis  Abbott,  a  farmer 
at  Chapman.  Neb.;  Frederick,  a  farmer  in  Rogers,  i 
Ark.;  Elisha  C,  a  farmer  residing  in  this  township; 
John  Merrick  died  in  1883,  aged  twenty-two  years ; 
Martha  E.,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Daub,  of  this  county ; 
Dora  E.,  wife  of  Charles  Goodwin,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing near  Iowa  City;  George  W.  died  April  13, 
1870;  Harriet  A.,  born  March  24,  1872,  is  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Mr. 
Taylor  is  truly  a  self-made  man.  As  stated,  he 
commenced  life  for  himself  when  nine  years  of  age, 
since  which  time  he  has  always  cared  for  himself, 
and  for  many  years  was  the  sole  support  of  his  aged 
mother,  who  lived  to  be  ninetj'-seven  years  old. 
All  that  he  has  was  secured  by  his  own  efforts, 
with  the  iielp  of  his  wife.  He  has  toiled  long  and 
hard,  but  by  good  management,  fair  dealing  and 
habits  of  industry,  he  has  accumulated  a  compe- 
tency for  old  age.  As  his  children  went  forth  from 
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tbe  parental  roof,  lie  has  given  eacli  some  assistance. 
He  lias  now  reached  ahnost  his  threescore  and  ten 
years,  but  is  a  well-preserved  man,  one  enjoying  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  and 
when  his  life  sliall  have  ended  will  no  doubt  hear 
the  welcome,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  serv- 
ant." 


If/ AKRY   lN(ilIAM  is  a  prosperous  farmer  re- 

'^"^^    siding  on  section  26,   Clay  Township,     lie 

was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  X.  Y.,  Oct. 

31,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of  .lohn  and  .Sarah 
(Dresser)  Ingham,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  The  genealogy  of  this  family  can 
be  traced  back  to  a  period  prior  to  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  when  there  lived  two  brothers,  John  and 
Samuel  Ingham.  From  these  two  brothers  have 
sprung  all  the  Inghanis  of  tlie  present  d.ay. 

.John  Ingham,  Die  father  of  our  subject,  married 
Miss  Sarah  Dresser,  and  reared  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  there  are  four  brothers  now  liv- 
ing: Harry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Joseph,  a 
farmer  in  (irundy  County,  Iowa,  and  John  and 
James,  twins.  John  is  now  making  his  home  with 
his  son  Marcus  Ingham,  in  IJrigliton  Township; 
James  resides  in  Flushing,  Mich.,  on  the  Flint 
River.  The  fanii.y  resided  in  New  York,  and  tlierc 
engaged  in  farming  until  1S39.  John  Ingham  was 
quite  a  mechanic.  I  laving  invented  a  rotary  steam 
engine,  a  firm  in  Alton,  111.,  wrote  him  in  regard 
to  it,  and  after  some  correspondence  ordered  one 
built  for  their  use.  Mr.  Ingham  had  tiie  engine 
budt,  and  started  with  it  to  Alton,  111.,  intending 
to  give  it  his  p('rsonal  attention  until  the  firm  w;is 
satisfied.  On  arriving  at  Alton  he  found  the  firm 
had  become  lpankru|>t.  and  therefore  ha<l  to  make 
other  disposal  of  the  engine.  Taking  a  steamer  he 
came  up  the  Mississippi  River,  and  visited  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  and  being  well  pleased  with 
the  country  purchased  a  claim  of  240  acres  of  hind 
on  section  i;3,  Clay  Township.  He  then  returned 
to  New  York,  sold  his  farm,  and  came  with  his 
famil}'  and  settled  u])on  his  claim  in  Clay  Town- 
ship. Cpon  this  farm  lie  rcmaiurcl  until  1848. 
Mrs.   Ingham  having   died,  he   sold  ihat  farm  and 
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went  to  Peoria,  111.,  with  the  intention  of  making 
that  his  home.  On  his  arrival  there  some  of  the 
family  were  taken  sick,  which  made  them  some- 
what dissatisfied,  and  after  their  recovery  he  again 
returned  to  Washington  County,  and  purch.ased 
1  GO  acres  of  land,  and  there  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1860.  John  Ingham  was  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  had  great  me- 
chanical skill.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  weaver,  and  for  some  3-ears  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  in  New  York. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  were  both  nienibei-s  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

Harry  Ingham  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  in  18.">i),  in  conip.any  with  his  parents,  and 
has  since  made  this  his  home,  and  is  therefore  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  now  living  in  Washington  County. 
He  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  8,  1845,  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Russell,  a  native  of  Anderson  County, 
Tenn.,  born  Nov.  6,  1819,  and  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  .Mar^'  ((ialbraith)  Russell,  who  w-ere  na- 
tives of  Virginia.  Her  mother  died  when  she  was 
quite  young,  and  her  father  some  years  after.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ingham  have  two  children — Baxter,  born 
Sept.  4,  1848,  and  John  Robert,  born  Nov.  2,  1854. 
The  latter  was  united  in  marriage,  Feb.  10,  1887, 
with  Miss  Mary  Jones,  of  Des  Moines  Count}'.  She 
was  born  July  13,  18.56. 

The  life  work  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  but 
another  illustration  of  what  can  be  done  by  one 
who  has  a  will  and  determination  to  do.  Com- 
mencing life  without  a  dollar,  lie  has  by  industry 
and  economy  acquired  a  fine  property,  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  most  prosperous  men  of 
Wasliingtou  County.  In  1848,  after  he  had  been 
married  about  two  years,  he  purchased  his  first 
foity  acres  of  land,  going  in  debt  for  the  same.  It 
was  but  a  little  while  before  he  had  the  debt  paid, 
and  from  time  to  time  he  added  to  the  original 
forty  until  now  lie  is  the  owner  of  280  acres  of 
as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  Washington  County. 
On  the  farm  is  a  fine  brick  residence,  a  large  and 
well-built  barn,  and  sucli  out-buildings  as  are  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  business  of  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  For  about  twenty  years  he  has 
been  turning  his  attention  to  the  grading  of  his 
stock,  and  ha,s  as  fine  a   grade  of  horses  as  can  be 
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foiiiul  ill  the  count}'.  lie  has  now  turned  the  act- 
ive management  of  the  farm  over  to  his  two  sons, 
and  is  living  what  may  be  termed  a  retired  life, 
although  from  his  nature  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
abstain  from  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingham  are 
members  of  the  Congregfftional  Church  of  Brigh- 
ton, and  in  ail  Churcli  work  they  show  a  willingness 
to  do  their  pail.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  of 
the  true  blue  type.  Among  the  men  who  are  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  Washington  County,  none 
stand  higher  than  Harry  Ingham. 

LARK  ABBOTT,  residing  on  section  34, 
land  Township,  is  a  farmer,  stock- 
and  shipper.  He  was  born  Dec.  23, 
1847,  in  Delaware  County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  son  of 
Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (Collins)  Abbott,  natives  of 
Ohio,  who  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  seven 
yet  living:  Willis,  a  farmer  in  Merrick  County, 
Neb.;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  (Jscar  Anderson,  a  farmer 
in  Kansas ;  Clark,  of  whom  we  write ;  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Anderson,  a  farmer  in  Taylor 
County,  Iowa;  .Tames,  a  farmer  in  Salem  County, 
Neb. ;  Mattie,  the  wife  of  .John  Hillhouse,  a  farmer 
in  Marion  Township,  this  county;  .John,  a  stock - 
dealer  and  shipper  in  Crawfordsville,  Washington 
County. 

The  family  came  to  Washington  County  about 
185G,  the  father  buying  seventy  acres  of  land  in 
Marion  Township,  where  he  lived  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  War.  In  18G2,  he  enlisted  in  the 
I'JtIi  Iowa  Infantry,  and  about  six  months  after- 
ward died  of  typhoid  fever,  at  For.syth,  Mo.  His 
son  Willis  was  also  a  member  of  the  same  regiment, 
serving  three  years.  The  mother  died  in  1883,  at 
the  home  of  her  son  .John,  in  Merrick  County,  Neb., 
being  at  the  time  of  her  death  sixty  years  old. 
Both  father  and  mother  were  devoted  members  of 
the  Christian  Church. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
spent  upon  a  farm,  attending  the  district  schools, 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twentj-  years,  when  he 
left  the  parental  roof.  He  then  bought  twenty  acres 
of  land  in  Crawford  Townshij),  and  followed  break- 
ing prairie  and  running  a   thrashing-machine  for 


about  four  j-ears.  In  1871,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  M.  K.  Lecklitner,  the  widow  of  Paul 
Lecklitner,  and  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Susan 
(Thomas)  Hawkins.  They  were  natives  of  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Abbott  had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage  : 
Alice,  the  wife  of  Ellington  Crim,  a  farmer  in 
Louisa  County,  Iowa,  and  Emma,  at  home.  Mr. 
and  Jlrs.  Abbott  are  the  parents  of  six  chihlren — 
Blanche,  Willmer,  Katie,  Vinton,  Clara  and  Hilton. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Abbott  bought  a  farm  of 
160  acres  on  section  34,  Highland  Township,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  has  subsequently  purchased 
560  acres  of  land,  240  acres  in  Highland  Township, 
eighty  on  section  3,  Oregon  Township,  and  240  in 
Louisa  County,  Iowa.  During  the  last  five  years,  in 
connection  with  his  farming  operations,  Mr.  Abbott 
has  been  buying  and  shipping  cattle  and  hogs.  He 
is  a  genuine,  whole-souled  man,  ever  read}'  to  give 
time  and  means  to  assist  the  needy  or  to  support  a 
good  cause.  Politically,  he  is  a  Simon-pure  Re- 
publican. Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

^^^HOMAS  CURRAN  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
about  182.5.  In  1850  he  emigrated  to 
America  and  located  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  embarked  in  the  butcher  business.  From 
there  he  went  to  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  he 
came  to  Washington,  Iowa,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  stonemason.  In  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
the  2d  Iowa  \o\.  Inf.,  Co.  H.  He  was  first 
sent  on  the  Price  raid  through  Missouri,  then  to 
Ft.  Donelson,  where  he  participated  in  the  charge 
under  Gen.  Tuttle,  his  being  the  principal  regiment 
in  the  charge.  From  there  the  regiment  was  sent 
to  Pittsburg  Landing,  where,  on  Sunday  evening 
Mr.  Curran  was  wounded  three  inches  above  the 
ankle,  shattering  the  bone.  He  remained  on  the 
battle-field  all  night  and  until  1  o'clock  the  next 
day,  lying  between  the  lines,  until  the  Union  men 
drove  the  enenij'  away,  when  he  was  taken  on 
board  a  boat  and  removed  to  St.  Louis,  his  leg  be- 
ing amputated  while  on  board  the  boat.  He  re- 
mained in  the  hospital  three   months,  when  he  was 
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discharged,  in  October.  He  was  married  in  New 
Jersey,  in  18.54,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Beaiidry,  of 
French  descent.  By  this  union  there  are  seven 
children:  Thomas,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa;  Martha,  wife 
of  William  McCutchin,  of  Washington,  Iowa;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  R.  Carter,  of  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa;  Mary  F.,  Catherine,  Bertha  and_^Lottie  J., 
all  at  home.  Mr.  Curran  died  in  the  summer  of 
1887.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stanch  Republican. 
Socially  he  was  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 


ylLLIAM  NICHOLSON  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  residing  on  section  2,  Marion 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Wj-alndotte  County,  in  1836.  In  1838,  he  came 
to  Iowa  in  company  with  his  parents,  who  settled 
near  Salem,  Henr}'  Count3',  where  thej'  lived  until 
1840,  then  moved  to  Jefferson  Count}'.  Here  his 
father  bought  eight}-  acres  of  laud,  and  William  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  enjo3'ing  the 
advantages  of  such  educational  institutions  as  were 
common  in  the  early  d.ay.  His  father  died  March  3, 
1 849,  aged  forty-two  3'ears ;  his  mother  died  in  1 879, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  The  former  died  in  Jeffer- 
son Count}',  and  the  latter  at  the  house  of  lier  son 
William  in  Marion  Township,  Washington  County. 

William  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Wasliingtou  County 
and  engaged  with  Jcjlin  Coppock,  working  in  his 
liawmill,  and  teaming,  remaining  with  him  for  two 
years.  In  18,58,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Nancy  Jane  Tucker,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Tucker.  To  them  were  born  ten  children :  Rosella 
J.,  at  home ;  James  A.,  now  renting  a  farm  in  Wash- 
ington Township;  John  Isaac, at honae;  Sarah  Ellen, 
the  wife  of  George  Benson,  of  Crawford  Township; 
Stephen  W.  died  July  2!),  1874,  aged  six  years 
and  six  months;  Minnie  \'iola,  Thomas  Elijah, 
George  B.,  Charles  Edward  and  Clayton  Augustus. 

The  winter  following  liis  marriage,  Mr.  Xieliol>on 
engaged  in  a  sawmill,  and  then  went  to  Henry 
County,  where  he  lived  one  year,  eng.iged  in 
engineering  in  the  sawmill  and  in  farming.  In  18(10. 
he  moved  to  a  farm  in  Washington  Township,  this 
count}',  which  he  rented    until    the  spring  of  18U4, 

.4* 


when,  in  company  with  a  brother  he  went  to  Id.aho, 
traveling  overland  with  a  mule-team,  being  two 
months  on  the  road.  While  there  he  was  engsiged 
in  teaming  and  mining.  In  the  fall  of  18(14,  he  re- 
turned to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
until  the  fall  of  18(15,  when  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  2,  Marion  Township,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  sixty-five  acres,  .and  where  he 
still  continues  to  live.  All  his  land  is  under  ex- 
cellent improvement,  and  he  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Nicholson  went  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains  in  search  of  his  brother,  Isaac  Nicholson, 
who  was  supposed  to  be  lost.  Isaac  Nicholson  went 
to  Oregon  in  1  86,5,  and  was  last  seen  March  4,  1884, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Cascade  Mountains.  Having  to 
go  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles'to  a  ranch,  he  is 
supposed  to  have  perished  from  the  cold.  The 
search  made  by  Mr.  Nicholson  was  unavailing,  but 
in  May,  188(1,  what  were  supposed  to  be  the  remains 
of  his  brother  weie  found.  As  he  was  the  pcjssessor 
of  considerable  property  and  money  it  is  thought 
by  many  that  his  death  was  caused  by  foul  play. 

Mr.  Nicholson  is  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  Marion  Township.  Starting  out  for  himself 
when  but  twenty  years  of  .ige,  without  a  dollar,  the 
struggle  in  life  has  at  times  been  a  hard  one,  l)ut  he 
has  never  been  discouraged,  believing  that  for  him, 
!is  well  as  others,  there  must  be  a  bright  future  be- 
fore him.  Toiling  early  and  late,  .assisted  by  his 
loving  wife,  he  has  acquired  a  sufficient  amount  of 
this  world's  goods  to  render  him  comfortable 
through  life.  Mrs.  Nicholson  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Nicholson  is  a 
Democrat. 


ILTON  H.  SWEET,  Sheriff  of  Washington 
County,  was  born  in  1838,  in  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.,  about  eighteen  miles  from 
Albany,  and  is  the  son  of  Job  C.  and  Jane 
A.  (Streeter)  Sweet,  the  former  a  native  of  Rhode 
I  Island,  and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  In  1838, 
about  the  time  Iowa  was  set  off  from  Wisconsin 
Territory,  the  family  came  to  the  new  Territory 
and  settled  in  Henry  County,  where  they  remained 
I    two  years,  then  moved  to  .leftersou  County,  and  in 
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1846  to  AVashington  C'uuntj-,  locating  near  the 
present  city  of  Brighton.  Soon  after  locating  here, 
the  father,  in  companj-  with  Amos  Hart,  bnilt 
probabl}-  the  first  sawmill  in  the  count}',  on  the 
Skunk  River,  about  six  miles  above  Brighton.  But 
Mr.  Sweet  was  not  destinefl  to  live  long,  dying 
ill  1847.  Mrs.  .Sweet,  shortly'  after  the  death  of 
her  husband,  returned  with  her  family  to  New  York, 
and  settled  in  Tro3%  where  she  is  still  living  at  a 
good  old  age.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  eiglit 
children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Stephen  D., 
a  grocer  in  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  A.,  President  of 
the  Third  National  Bank,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  Milton 
H.,  of  AVashington  Count}',  Iowa;  Daniel  B.,  a  gro- 
cer of  Troy.  N.  Y. ;  Alma  S.,  the  wife  of  Mason 
Ingram,  of  Vermont;  Clara  L.,  widow  of  Eugene 
Reese,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.;  Mary  Jane  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years  and  was  buried  iu  the  Brighton  Ceme- 
tery, where  the  remains  of  her  father  are  also  in- 
terred; George  C.  died  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age 
of  twentj'-one  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  four  months 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  but 
twelve  years  old  when  he  returned  with  his  widowed 
mother  to  his  native  State.  There  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
In  1861,  after  the  fall  of  Sumter,  and  when  a 
3'oung  man  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  again 
came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  it  his  home.  But  the  country  was 
needing  men  to  fight  its  battles,  it  being  found  that 
the  enemy  was  not  so  easily  subdued.  The  call 
had  been  made  by  "Father  Abraham"  for  300,000 
more,  and  Milton  H.  Sweet  was  one  of  the  vast 
number  to  cheerfully  respond,  and  enlisted  in  Au- 
gust, 1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  A,  2d  Iowa  Vol.  Cav., 
and  was  subsequently  promoted  Commissary  Ser- 
geant. The  id  Regiment  did  excellent  service 
during  the  war,  and  participated  in  many  long, 
weary  raids,  and  was  in  quite  a  number  of  engage- 
ments. It  first  rendezvoused  at  Camp  McClellan, 
Davenport,  Iowa,  where  it  was  mustered  into  the 
service,  and  in  December  following  was  sent  to 
Benton  Barracks,  near  St.  Louis,  where  it  remained 
till  Februaiy,  1862,  and  was  then  sent  to  Bird's 
Point,  Mo.,  and  then  to  New  Madrid,  whore  it  had 
its  first  engagement.  From  th.at  time  on  till  the 
4»  


close  of  the  war  it  was  in  active  service,  being  in 
the  first  and  second  battles  of  Corinth,  at  lukn.  on 
Grierson's  raid,  and  at  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
where  under  Gen.  Hatch  it  fought  against  Hood  as 
a  regiment  of  infantry,  being  dismounted.  It  was 
in  the  front  rank  and  took  the  first  rebel  works  that 
day.  In  February,  1864,  the  regiment  veteranized 
and  was  sent  home  on  furlough.  Mr.  Sweet  came  to 
Washington,  spent  a  short  time,  and  rejoined  his 
regiment  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  After  doing  most 
effective  service  till  the  close  of  tlie  war,  it  w.as 
mustered  out,  and  Mr.  Sweet  received  his  discharge 
at  Davenport,  Sept.  19,  1865.  On  receiving  his 
discharge  Mr.  Sweet  came  back  to  Washington 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming  near  Brighton,  in 
which  occupation  he  continued  till  his  election  as 
Sheriff'  in  the  fall  of  1885.  As  a  farmer  he  was  an 
unqualified  success. 

Mr.  Sweet  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Louisa  Disberry,  daughter  of  Richard 
Disberry.  She  was  a  native  of  Iowa.  By  this  union 
there  was  one  child,  William  F.,  of  Washington. 
Mrs.  Sweet  died  June  18,  1871,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-nine years,  four  months  and  twenty-one  days. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Sweet  married  Mrs.  Maria 
McCauley,  widow  of  the  late  N.  D.  McCauley,  a 
native  of  New  York.  Her  maiden  name  was  Rich- 
ardson. The  wedding  ceremony  took  place  Jan. 
1,  1877. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sweet  is  an  uncompromising  Re- 
publican, and  thinks  the  party  that  saved  the  coun- 
trjr  is  good  enough  to  administer  its  affairs.  '  He  is 
a  man  of  considerable  force  of  character,  and  as  an 
officer  does  not  flinch  in  the  discharge  of  his  whole 
dutj'.  As  a  citizen  he  is  esteemed  by  political  foes 
•as  well  as  friends.  Mrs.  Sweet  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

,^J> ..o*o..^5^><^-.o*o.. <<-- 

^  JOHNSON  resides  upon  section  35,  Clay 
Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general 

)  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born 
Jan.  12,  1818,  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Frances  Johnson,  the  former  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of  Marjiand. 
Soon    after  the  birth  of    our  subject,    the    family 
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moved  to  Clai-ke  County,  Ohio,  wlu-re  the  mother 
died,  Aug.  2(5,  184;').  and  was  buried  in  Kbonezer 
Chapel  Cemetery  in  that  count}-.  After  her  death 
the  father  went  to  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  and  made 
his  home  with  Elihu  P.  Compton.  and  there  died, 
(Sept.  IH,  1852,  and  was  buried  in  the  Mercer  Cem- 
etery. They  reared  a  f:iuiily  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
Elihu  Conipton,  of  Brighton,  Iowa;  .Mary,  the  wife 
of  George  Downs,  also  of  Brighton,  Iowa;  Zacha- 
riali,  the  subject  of  our  sketi-h,  and  Margaret,  the 
wife  uf  Joseph  -May,  now  Mayor  of  Selina,  Ohio. 
Jane,  William,  P.  1).  and  Hannah  are  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Clarke  Countj',  Ohio,  and  received  but  a  common- 
school  education.  On  reaching  his  majority  he 
started  out  for  himself,  working  at  anything  that 
he  could  get  to  do,  and  living  as  best  lie  could. 
For  four  years  he  was  employed  by  W.  B.  Dayton 
on  his  farm.  On  the  21st  of  January,  1845,  lie 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Melinda  Snyder, 
a  native  of  Rockingham  County,  \'a.,  born  iSept. 
25,  1826,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
(Shick)  Snyder,  who  were  natives  of  \'irginia. 
Her  father  died  Jan.  7,  1858.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Her  mother  is 
yet  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  and  resides  in 
Brighton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  the  parents 
of  eight  children:  John  A.,  born  Ma^-  9,  1846,  is  a 
farmer  residing  in  Clay  'i'ownshij);  E.  J.,  born 
May  7,  1848,  is  a  merchant  in  Brighton;  L.  C, 
born  Aug.  5,  1850,  resides  in  Jefferson  County;  E. 
C,  born  Dec.  28,  1 853,  is  a  farmer  in  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa;  W.  11..  born  Feb.  (I,  ISSfi;  C.  J., 
born  July  8,  1859,  manages  the  home  farm;  A.  J., 
born  Jan.  7,  isfi2,  is  a  merchant  in  Brighton; 
Effle,  born  Sept.  23,  181)9,  is  at  home. 

In  1847  Mr.  Johnson  visited  Iowa  with  a  view 
of  locating,  and  being  favorably  impressed  with 
the  country,  in  1848,  he  moved  to  Jefferson 
County,  and  rented  a  farm  one  year.  He  then 
rented  a  farm  in  Clay  'I'ownship,  this  county,  and 
mad(!  that  ills  home  for  tiiree  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  remained  four  years.  While 
there,  the  family  were  in  ill-health,  and  were  de- 
termined to  return  again  to  Iowa.  On  arriving  in 
Clay  Township,  he  says  that  he  was  about  as  happ^- 


as  a  man  could  well  be.  His  first  purchase  was  120 
acres  of  land,  which  he  improved,  and  on  which  he 
lived  about  five  3'ears.  He  then  purchased  100 
acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  immediately  began  to 
improve,  and  which  has  been  his  home  from  that 
time  on  to  the  present. 

On  returning  to  this  county,  prosperity  began 
to  attend  him.  To  his  original  |)nrchase.  he  has 
added  b}'  subsequent  purchase,  until  he  now  has  a 
fine  farm  of  253  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  has 
assisted  each  of  his  children,  giving  to  his  sons  a 
fine  farm  which  cost  him  ?4,500.  As  each  of  his 
children  became  of  age  he  gave  to  them  a  good 
horse  and  cow,  and  having  special  reverence  for 
the  Word  of  God,  and  the  teachings  of  the  blessed 
Savior,  he  gave  also  to  each  of  his  children  a  fine 
family  Bible.  As  already  stated,  Mr.  Johnson 
commenced  life  in  very  limited  circumstances,  but 
by  industry  and  economy,  coupled  with  fair  and 
honest  dealing  with  his  fcllowmen,  he  has  acquired 
a  competency'.  Few  men  have  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  their  neighbors  and  friends  to  a 
higher  degree.  He  is  regarded  by  all  who  know 
him,  as  one  of  ^Nature's  noblemen.  Mrs.  Johnson 
is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
believes  in  the  Bible  and  the  Bible  alone,  as  a  safe 
and  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

[p?^  K.  McGILL,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
.Jj^  Floral  Instructor,  Ainsworth,  is  a  native 
of  Scotland,  born  Dec.  14,  1849,  and  is  the 
^son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  McGill,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Scotland,  the  former  being 
reared  on  the  same  farm  where  seven  generations  of 
McGills  had  lived.  Both  parents  died  in  Scotland, 
the  father  when  our  subject  was  but    five  years   of 

K.  U.  McCiili  was  reared  in  his  native  country, 
juiil  was  educated  near  Eilinhurgh.  Scotland,  in  a 
school  called  the  Blue  Coat.  This  school  was  es- 
tablished by  a  wealthy  gentleman  who  donated  a 
l.'irge  sum  of  money  for  the  education  of  400  young 
men,  on  condition  that  the}-  shoidd  wear  a  pecu- 
liar kind  of  dress,  such  as  he  had  worn  through  life, 
and   the}-  were  not  to  we:ir  a  hat  for    live  ye:irs,  as  ^ 
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he  had  been  accustomed  to  go  bareheaded  during 
his  lifetime.  In  that  school  he  received  a  liberal 
education.  In  18(!8  he  came  to  America  and  first 
located  in  New  York  Cit}',  where  he  remained 
seven  or  eight  years,  during  which  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  floriculture,  an  occupation  which  his 
father  followed  all  his  life. 

In  1878  Mr.  M.  went  to  Uu  Page  County,  111., 
where,  in  1879,  he  married  Alice  C.  Moore,  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  185(1,  and  a  daughter  of  W.  W.  and 
Mary  B.  (Coleman)  Moore.  One  child  blessed 
this  union,  Alice  E.  Soon  after  their  marriage, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGill  came  to  Iowa  and  located  at 
Ainsworth,  where  Mr.  McGill  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  .1.  H.  Pearson,  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness in  which  he  had  previously  been  engaged. 
This  business  arrangement  was  continued  for  one 
year,  when  they  dissolved  partnership,  Mr.  McGill 
continuing  alone.  Soon  after  the  dissolution  of 
their  partnership,  he  commenced  the  publication  of 
the  Floral  Instructor,  which  he  still  continues 
to  edit  and  publish.  In  his  line  of  business  there 
are  few  men  that  are  better  posted.  Me  is  author- 
ity upon  all  subjects  pertaining  to  floriculture.  As 
a  citizen  he  is  highly  esteemed. 


W;ILLIAM  E.  HAWTHORN,  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Riverside,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Mer- 
cer County,  Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  John  R. 
and  Margaret  (Espy)  Hawthorn.  On  both  sides 
the  ancestors  were  natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
emigrating  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolution. 
Both  maternal  and  paternal  grandfathers,  William 
Espy  and  Samuel  Hawthorn,  settled  in  Pennsylva- 
nia and  were  the  first  settlers  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. Both  reared  famiHes  in  that  State,  and  the 
grandparents  on  both  sides  lived  and  died  in  that 
State. 

John  R.  Hawthorn,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
soldier  of  the  War  of  1812,  a  member  of  a  volun- 
teer rifle  company.  He  was  by  trade  a  mechanic, 
but  his  life  was  mainly  spent  upon  a  farm.  After 
his  marriage  to  .Margaret  Espy  three  chihlren  were 
born  :  Our  subject,  Anne  E.,  who  wedded  D.  C.  Smel- 
ser,  a  native  of  Kentucky ,and  who  was  one  of  the  first 
.^ ^ , ^ 1 


settlers  in  this  county,  locating  here  in  1843,  and 
was  married  in  184.5.  Samuel  Wallace,  a  bachelor 
who  was  well  known  in  this  county  in  an  early  d.ay. 
He  left  for  California  in  1 850,  and  after  three  years 
of  a  prosperous  life  came  back  to  this  county.  In 
1850  he  again  started  for  that  State,  and  has  never 
been  heard  of  since. 

After  the  death  of  Margaret  Hawthorn,  .lohn  R. 
wedded  Rachel  Cairnes,  who  bore  no  heirs.  They 
came  to  this  county  in  the  summer  of  1840,  and 
located  on  Davis  Creek,  section  31.  His  land  war- 
rant located  a  quarter  section,  and  he  entered  about 
300  acres  ajoining.  There  were  perhaps  twelve 
settlers  in  Iowa  Township  at  that  time,  R.  B.  Davis, 
the  original  settler  on  Davis  Creek,  being  their 
nearest  neigiibor.  John  R.  Hawthorn  erected  a 
cabin,  and  began  improving  the  farm  upon  which 
he  afterward  lived  and  died.  He  was  in  his  eighty- 
fifth  year  when  his  death  occurred  in  1872.  His 
vvifij  died  in  1881.  Our  subject  was  twenty-one 
j'ears  of  age  when  his  father  located  in  this  county, 
lie  made  a  claim  of  a  quarter  section,  a  part  of 
which  he  still  owns.  The  first  frame  building 
erected  in  this  township  was  built  by  him  u[ion 
this  tract,  is  yet  his  property  and  is  now  occupied, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  landmarks  in  the  county. 

In  1845,  William  E.  Hawthorn  was  married  to 
Prudence,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Elliott, 
of  this  county,  who  removed  from  Coshocton 
County.  Ohio,  to  Hancock  County,  and  then  to 
Jefferson  County',  Iowa,  and  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1 845.  Mrs.  Hawthorn  was  born  in  Co- 
shocton Count}',  Ohio,  in  1827.  Her  father  was 
born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  although  of  Scotch 
ancestr}'.  He  wedded  Sarah  Weaver,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  She  died  in  October,  188(j,  aged 
eighty-three  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  Pru- 
dence, Martha  J.  and  George  S.  (deceased),  Henry 
L.,  Thomas  L.,  Robert  W.,  Dorcas,  Floriuda  and 
Benjamin  F.  The  family  are  now  scattered,  but  sev- 
eral are  well  known  in  this  county.  Robert  W.  and 
Thomas  L.  were  both  members  of  the  6th  Iowa, 
enlisting  in  18U1,  both  passing  through  the  entire 
war.  Robert  was  severely  wounded  at  Kennesaw 
Mountain,  but  recovered.  He  married  May  I\Ic- 
Murray,  now  deceased,  of  this  county,  and  resides 
in  Sedgwick  County,   Kan.     Thomas   L.    was  dis-  ♦ 
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charged  on  account  of  disability,  but  after  his  re- 
covery enlisted  in  the  9th  Iowa  Cavalry  and  served 
until  the  elose  of  the  war.  After  his  return  lie 
wedded  Jane  Coyiier.  and  also  resides  in  Sedgwick 
County',  Kan.,  where  lie  is  acting  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

Our  subject  preferred  farm  lifi'  Uinuy  other,  and 
until  1M75  was  engaged  in  that  business.  lie  was 
prosperous,  and  retired  to  private  life  with  a  com- 
petency for  old  age.  His  onl^'  move  after  marriage 
was  fn>ni  the  farm  to  the  village  of  Riverside,  in 
lisTo,  where  he  yet  resides.  Six  children  were 
born  u|)()n  the  farm:  JIargaret  S.  is  the  wife  of 
Caleb  Sweet,  a  farmer  of  Johnson  County',  Iowa; 
.Sarah  J.,  the  wife  of  1).  S.  Shifflett,  I).  I).,  a  United 
Hrethreu  minister  of  Nebraska,  hut  a  native  of 
Virginia;  Thomas  1^.  is  the  husband  of  Kmnia 
Johns,  and  they  are  residents  of  Sedgwick  t'onnly, 
Kan.,  where  he  owns  a  farm;  John  H.  wedded  Kina 
B.  Fuller,  and  they  are  residents  i>i  i5utler  County, 
Kan.;  Kruiina  I),  is  the  wife  of  Charles  .Morgan,  a 
farmer  in  Welister  County,  Neb.:  Wilsun  (Jrant  is 
the  iui.>lianil  of  Alice  Coberly,  a  resident  of  Hivcr- 
side,  and  manages  his  father's  farm.  All  the  chil- 
dren are  well  settled  in  life  and  the  aged  jxirents 
have  never  been  called  u|)ou  to  mourn  a  death  in 
their  home  circle.     They  have  nine  grandciiildren. 

Mr.  Hawthorn  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  I3th  Iowa  \'ol. 
Inf ,  and  was  a  member  of  the  famous  Crocker 
Brigaile.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloli,  while  in  the  :icl 
of  loading  his  gun,  a  rel)el  bullet  pierced  iii.'-  right 
hand,  producing  a  wound  that  has  practically  dis- 
abled iiiiu  for  life.  He  was  sent  home  on  a  fur- 
lough, Init  afterward  was  discharged.  During 
territorial  days,  he  was  a  Constable  in  this  countj' 
and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1848.  In 
1850  he  went  to  California,  and  after  his  return 
was  elected,  in  18,55,  to  the  same  jjosition,  which 
was  almost  continuous  until  his  enlistment  in  the 
army. 

Notwithstanding  his  determination  to  live  a  re- 
tired life,  Mr.  Hawthorne  was  pressed  to  accept  the 
nomination  for  Justice  of  the  Peace  after  coming 
to  Riverside,  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as 
Justice.  His  last  election  was  almost  unaninums, 
.■ilthough  he  is  now  and  has  ever  been  a  IJemoerat. 
\Vh:it  greater  honor  can  come  to  a  m:in  than  the 
4« . 


f.act  of  his  having  lived  an  honorable  and  upright 
life,  reared  a  family  of  children  who  have  given 
evidence  of  careful  training,  and  who  at  a  ripe  old 
age  still  retains  the  utmost  C(jnfidence  of  the  public. 
Squire  Hawthorn  and  wife  are  among  the  t)ldest 
couples,  and  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers 
of  Iowa  Township. 

'^T^IIOMAS  DAN'IDSOX,  farmer,  residing  on 
//^,  -cction  7,  Highland  Township,  was  born 
Vgi^^  May  1',),  1813,  in  X'enango  County,  Pa.,  and 
is  the  son  t)f  Archil)ald  and  Jane  (Hlack)  Davidson. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Penn,sylvaui;i.  while  the 
mother  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  emigrated 
to  America  with  her  parents  when  a  child.  Archi- 
bald Davidson  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  three 
children — Jane  and  Patrick,  both  deceased,  and 
tiie  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs.  Davidson  died 
when  Tiiomas  was  but  two  years  of  age.  She  wiis 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Presb3'terian  Church. 
Mr.  Davidson  was  again  married.  Miss  Margaret 
McDowell  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  By  this  union  live  childrcu  were 
born,  and  of  that  number  four  are  yet  living: 
Martha,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Williams,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Clintonville,  Pa.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
William  Ri(blie,  a  farmer  in  N'enango  County,  Pa.; 
.Margaret  is  the  wife  of  James  Scott,  a  resident  of 
Venango  County,  Pa.;  John,  a  farmer,  in  Taylor 
County,  Iowa.  The  father  died  about  the  year 
1 850,  at  the  old  home  in  Venango  County,  Pa.,  aged 
seventy-three  years.  He  was  a  very  charitable  and 
religious  man,  alw.ays  gave  of  his  means  to  all  be- 
nevolent objects,  and  trained  his  children  in  the 
way  of  righteousness.  His  children  have  all  re- 
membered their  early  instruction,  and  now  walk 
in  the  light  of  the  redeemed. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  upon  the  farm 
with  his  father,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  his  native  State.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three,  June  23,  1836,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Kli/.abeth  Major,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  \enango  County,  Pa.,  born  April 
21,  1816,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Klizabeth 
(Shorts)  Major,  who  were  both  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
a^.- 
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vania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Major  were  the  parents  of 
nine  ehiklren,  and  of  that  niiniber  only  two  are 
now  living — Mrs.  Davidson,  and  Margaret,  the  wife 
of  William  Arnold,  of  MeigS  County.  Ohio.  The 
parents  died  about  the  year  1845,  the  father  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  and  the  mother  sixty-one.  They 
were  members  of  the  Cnmberland  Presbyterian 
C'luirch,  and  were  well  and  favorably  known  for 
their  good  works. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  have  been  the  parents  of 
nine  children :  Archibald,  a  farmer  in  this  town- 
ship; Lizzie,  wife  of  J.  T.  Walker,  a  farmer  in 
Greeley  Countj',  Kan. ;  Jane,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Jesse  Fordice;  J.  M.  was  killed  by  a 
tornado  that  swept  away  his  residence;  the  spot 
where  he  was  killed  is  now  marked  by  a  beautiful 
tree.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  William  Owen,  a  resi- 
dent of  Louisa  County,  lovva;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Anderson,  a  farmer  of  Highland  Township; 
Tilda  is  the  wife  of  Loran  Mousel,  a  resident  of 
Norton  County,  Kan. ;  Franklin  P.  is  a  stock-dealer 
in  Riverside,  this  county;  one  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Davidson  made  his  home  on  the  old  farm  in 
Venango  County.  Pa.,  until  1864,  when  he  decided 
to  come  West,  and  having  a  good  chance  to  sell 
out  during  the  oil  excitement  in  Pennsylvania, 
made  a  trip  to  Washington  County,  arriving  in  the 
city  of  Washington  on  the  10th  of  October  of  that 
j'ear.  He  at  once  purchased  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  7.  Highland  Township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  The  farm  is  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  with  all  necessary  out-ljuildings  for  the 
management  of  a  general  farm. 

Thomas  Davidson  has  always  taken  au  active 
part  in  local  politics  until  within  the  last  few  years, 
but  owing  to  his  declining  health  and  advancing 
age  is  not  able  to  do  as  much  as  he  would  desire. 
He  formerly  cast  his  vote  with  the  Democratic 
part^',  but  lately,  not  liking  their  views  on  the  tem- 
perance question,  has  become  a  Prohibitionist,  and 
now  takes  great  interest  in  all  movements  to  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  temperance.  June  23,  1886, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding.  Seven  of  their  children,  with  twenty- 
eight  grandchildren,  were  at  the  old  home  to  glad- 
den the  hearts  of  the  aged  couple,  and  many  of 
their  neighbors  assembled  with  them,  and  all  par- 
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took  of  a  liounteous  repast  spread  under  the  trees 
They  were  the  recipients  of  several  valuable  pres- 
ents, testifying  to  the  love  and  apineciation  of 
children  and  friends.  This  couple  should  Ije  an 
example  to  the  coming  generation.  ISoth  Mr. 
Davidson  and  his  wife  have  been  memliers  of  the 
Cumlierland  Presbyterian  Cliurch  for  over  forty 
years,  and  their  house  has  always  been  the  minis- 
ters' home. 


H  g       '        ■♦i»£>  - 


\il ON.  G.  T.   ALTLD,  now  of  Keota,  Iowa,  but 

^y\  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Crawford 
Township,  Washington  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Harrison  County.  Ohio,  in  1825,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Todd)  Auld,  who 
were  the  parents  of  three  children — James,  George 
T.  and  Alexander.  The  first  wife  of  William  Auld 
was  a  Miss  McAdo,  who  bore  him  one  daughter, 
Maria,  now  the  widow  of  Samuel  Stewart,  and  who 
yet  resides  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  when  he  was  four  years  of  age, 
but  his  father  was  married  later  to  Elizabeth  Alex- 
ander, who  proved  a  kind  and  affectionate  mother 
to  the  children,  all  of  whom  revere  her  memory. 

William  Auld  was  born  either  in  Chester  or  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  but  was  of  Irish  descent,  his 
parents  both  being  natives  of  that  country,  were 
there  married,  and  some  of  the  eldest  children  were 
there  born.  William  and  Fjlizabeth  Auld,  accom- 
panied by  their  eldest  sons,  who  were  then  married, 
located  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  1851,  remain- 
ing there  until  1867,  when  our  subject  purchased 
lands  in  this  county,  to  which  all  removed,  the 
parents  finding  a  happy  and  welcome  home  under 
the  hospitable  roof  of  their  son  as  long  as  they  lived. 
Both  ai'e  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Crawfords- 
ville.  James,  the  elder  brother  of  our  subject,  wed- 
ded Caroline  Fitzgerald,  in  Ohio.  She  bore  him 
five  children — Mary,  Thomas,  Benjamin,  James  and 
Alwilda.  He  was  a  member  of  the  40tli  Iowa  \'ol- 
unteer  Infantry,  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  only 
a  short  time  liefoi'e  the  defeat  of  the  Union  troops 
at  Red  River,  and  while  crossing  the  Saline  Kiver, 
upon  their  retreat  from  the  Red  River  country,    a 
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rebel  sharpshooter's  bullet  laid  low  this  brave  man, 
an  iiitroi)i<l  soldier.  His  remains  now  lie  In  South- 
ern soil  which  was  consecrated  by  the  blood  of 
thousands  of  l)rave  men.  Alexander  Auld  wedded 
Rose  Cunnin.uh.'im.  who  l)orc  him  live  children — 
\\'illiain,  .lohii.  i;iizal)eth,  Lincoln  and  Nanny.  Af- 
ter the  <loalh  of  ids  first  wife,  he  wedded  a  lady  in 
Kansas  City,  where  he  still  resides,  and  is  servinj>- 
his  second  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

George  T.  Auld,  in  1S47,  married  Martha  A. 
.Maxwell,  a  danjihtcr  of  Robert  and  JIartlia  (Cross- 
in)  Maxwell,  wlio  came  in  1X48  to  this  county  from 
Ohio,  and  whose  history  will  he  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  They  were  prominent  in  every  respect, 
and  left  a  heritage  of  wealth  and  an  honored  name 
to  nine  children,  H)(j  grandchildren  :ind  great- 
grandchildren. Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  five  children:  John  M.,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Love,  is  a  graduate  of  the  celebrated 
Keokuk  Medical  College,  and  is  a  resident  physician 
of  Keota,  Iowa;  Klizahelh  J.  is  the  wife  of  James 
M.  Bailey,  a  farmer  residing  in  Logan  County, 
Kan.;  Martha  A.  wedded  J.  IL  .Montier,  a  resident 
of  Little  Falls,  Minn.,  who  is  at  present  engaged 
in  .Sabbath-school  work;  Nettie  M.  is  the  wife 
of  Seward  L.  Anderson,  who  resides  upon  her 
father's  homestead  in  Crawford  Township,  Wash- 
ington County;  Alma  L.  remains  with  her  parents 
at  their  home  in  Keota. 

Although  by  occupation  a  farmer,  our  suljjecl 
has  ahvays  been  an  active  politician,  espousing  first 
the  Whig  and  then  tlie  doctrines  advocated  by  the 
Republican  |)arty,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and  in  fact,  of  the 
Republican  party  of  this  State.  He  was  elected  to 
ollice  in  Henry  County,  serving  two  terms  as  Super- 
visor, and  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  doing 
business  under  the  present  law  in  relation  thereto. 
In  18G7,  he  became  a  resident  of  Washington 
County,  and  the  succeeding  autumn  was  elected 
one  of  her  Supervisors,  .serving  two  years.  In  1 875, 
he  was  the  choice  of  his  party  in  this  county,  and 
was  by  them  elected  a  member  of  the  SUite  Legis- 
lature. His  acts  were  characterized  bj'  the  same 
prudence  displayed  in  minor  oHieial  positions,  and 
Hon.  George  T.  Auld  retired  from  the  high  olllec 
to  which  he  had  been  elected  with  all  the  honor  due 


one  wlu)  luid  served  his  constituents  faithfull}'  and 
well. 

In  addition  to  other  public  services,  Mr.  Auld 
Inis  held  the  otiice  of  Township  Assessor,  and 
served  numerous  terms  on  the  School  Board,  of 
which  for  fifteen  years  he  was  Secretary.  He  was 
several  times  elected  Township  Trustee,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Republican  Central  Committee  of 
this  county.  All  his  acts  have  been  characterized 
by  fairness  and  good  judgment.  In  the  fall  of 
188G,  he  purchased  a  residence  in  Keota,  Keokuk 
Count}',  and  intends  there  living  a  retired  life.  He 
has  large  landed  interests  in  this  county,  to  which 
he  will  attend,  and  his  business  yet  retains  him 
nominally  as  a  citizen  of  \\'ashington  County. 
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OSEPH  LUTES,  dealer  in  lumber  and  gen- 
eral merchandise.  West  Chester,  Washington 
Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
\^^jl/  Ohio,  in  18.'i7,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Maliii)  Lutes,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
Brunswick  and  the  latter  t>f  A'irginia.  When  four- 
teen years  of  age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Wash- 
ington. I(jwa.  where  they  lived  one  year,  and  then 
moved  to  a  farm  in  Cedar  Township,  in  the  same 
county,  which  was  rented  foi-  two  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  his  father  l)onght  ;i  farm  in 
Washington  Township.  His  father  died  while  liv- 
ing on  a  farm  south  of  Washington,  about  1878, 
aged  seventy-eight. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  un  the 
farm  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  In  .'ul- 
dition  to  the  work  on  the  farm,  he  learned  the  car- 
l)enter's  trade  with  his  father.  In  18G2  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Tinder,  a  na- 
tive of  Owen  County,  Ky..  and  daughter  of  An- 
thony Tinder.  The}'  have  one  adopted  daughter, 
Mary  Jane.  In  1800  Mr.  Lutes  bought  a  farm  in 
Franklin  Township,  where  he  remained  for  ten 
years,  engaged  in  general  farming.  In  187.")  he 
bought  a  lumber-yard  in  West  Chester,  in  which 
business  he  is  still  engaged,  carr3'ing  a  full  stock 
of  all  kinds  of  buihling  material.  In  1884  he  es- 
talilished  a  general  merchandise  store,  and  is  also 
still  carrying  on  that  business,   with  a  full   line   of 
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general  merchandise.  Politically,  Mr.  Lutes  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  held  several  local  ulfices.  In 
Ma}-,  188G,  he  was  appointed  I'ostmaster  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  at  present  Clerk  of  the 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 

Mr.  Lutes  commenced  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by- 
industry  and  good  management  in  the  conduct  of 
his  business  affairs,  he  has  acciunulated  a  fair  prop- 
erty. Li  the  village  of  West  Chester  he  owns,  in 
addition  to  his  stock  of  general  Tnerchandise  and 
lumber,  the  store  building  in  which  he  carries  on 
the  business,  and  has  also  a  good,  comfortable 
dwelling-house.  No  HLin  in  West  Chester  or  vicin- 
ity stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
than  .Joseph  Lutes. 

E.  SPALDING,  Principal   of  the    Public 
Schools  at  Ainswortii,  is  a  native  of  Bea- 
ver County,  Pa.,  born  Jan.  15,  1848,  and  is 
jS^  a  son  of  Andrew  and   Rachel    (Crawford) 

.Spalding,  the  former  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  the 
latter  of  Pennsylvania,  but  of  Scottish  descent. 
His  father,  in  the  year  1816,  while  a  child,  with  his 
parents  came  from  Scotl.and  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  after  remaining  there  a  short 
time  removed  to  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  vvhere  he 
grew  up,  was  married,  and  lived  until  1854,  when 
he  took  his  faniilj-  to  Richland  County,  Ohio. 
After  remaining  there  two  years,  he  again  took  his 
march  westward,  and  settled  in  the  western  part  of 
Washington  Countj',  Iowa.  To  Andrew  and  Ra- 
chel C.  Spalding  were  born  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Spalding, 
died  in  187G,  aged  fifty-seven. 

A.  K.  Spalding  was  reared  upon  a  faim,  and  be- 
ing the  eldest  of  the  famil}',  was  at  an  early  age 
made  acquainted  with  Imrd  work  in  helping  his 
father  to  provide  for  the  familj-.  He  remained  at 
home  until  he  was  nineteen,  when  he  began  teach- 
ing school  in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  during  the 
winter  season,  but  for  several  years  he  continued 
farm  work  at  home  during  the  summer  months. 
Mr.  S.  is  truly  a  self-edncated  man,  three  years' 
attendance  at  the  public  schools,  and  an  additional 
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six  months  at  High  Schools  constituting  all  his  reg- 
ular instruction  in  that  way.  But  by  reading, 
home  study,  and  observation,  he  has  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  men  and  events  surpassed  l)y  very 
few  of  his  age  and  opportunities. 

In  l,s74  Prof.  Spalding  became  Principal  of  the 
Ainsworth  school,  giving  his  entire  attention  to 
the  work  until  1880,  when  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  R.  R.  McGill,  and  entered  the  florist  and 
seed  business.  The  firm  the  same  year  began  the 
publication  of  a  floral  paper  called  the  Floral  In- 
structor. This  business  grew  on  their  hands  to 
such  an  extent,  and  demanded  so  much  of  the  time 
and  attention  of  Mr.  Spalding,  that  he  gave  up  the 
educational  work.  In  1883  he  took  entii-e  control 
of  the  florist,  seed  and  publishing  business.  In 
March  of  that  year  he  began  the  publication  of  a 
weekly  newspaper  called  the  Sentine.l.  After  flour- 
ishing for  six  months,  this  enterprise  came  to  an 
untimely  end  through  the  agency  of  a  fire,  which 
destroyed  his  entire  printing  outfit,  seed  stock  and 
buildings,  causing  him  a  loss  of  $3,000.  Notwith- 
standing this  disaster,  he  has  continued  the  seed 
and  plant  business,  but  for  a  time  discontinued  the 
publishing  branch.  In  1885,  at  the  earnest  solici- 
tation of  the  patrons,  he  again  consented  to  take 
charge  of  the  schools,  and  he  still  occupies  the  po- 
sition of  Principal,  although  giving  special  atten- 
tion to  other  business.  At  this  time  he  has  the 
finest  greenhouse  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  hav- 
ing a  natural  taste  for  the  business  he  has  g.athered 
together  a  large  number  of  rare  plants,  together 
with  all  the  standard  varieties  known  to  the  trade. 

In  1886  Mr.  S.  again  entered  upon  the  publish- 
ing business,  and  in  November  of  that  year  he  sent 
out  the  first  number  of  a  horticultural  paper  called 
the  Planter's  Guide,  at  first  a  bi-monthly,  but 
changed  to  a  monthlj',  and  which  now-  has  a  very 
large  circulation. 

Prof.  Spalding  was  married,  Feb.  3,  188G,  to  Allie 
P.  Erdice,  only  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Fell)  Erdice,  the  former  of  Scotch-Irish  and  the 
latter  of  English  and  German  extraction.  Her 
father  died  in  1886,  but  her  mother  still  lives  on 
the  home  place  near  Ainsworth.  As  a  teacher. 
Prof.  Spalding  has  been  eminently  successful,  and 
as  a  citizen  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  ' 
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all  who  know  liiin.  Mc  is  ever  rearl^-  tu  lenrl  a 
helpiiig  liMiul  to  tliL-  weak,  and  while  his  views  are 
broad  cnoiijjli  to  respect  all  men  in  their  honest 
beliefs  iind  opinions,  he  is  firm  in  his  own  cou- 
vietions,  while  quietly  adhering  to  them. 


ANIKL  MICKEY,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
and  dealer  in  stock  at  Ainsworth,  Iowa, 
resides  on  section  lo,  where  he  owns  465 
acres  of  hind,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  22,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Mar}' 
(Piper)  Mickey,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  former  being  of  Irish  descent  and  the 
latter  of  (icrnian.  They  both  died  in  Ohio,  the 
mother  in  l.s.^2,  at  tlie  age  of  fifty-five,  and  the 
father  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  sixt^'-five.  They 
reared  a  family  of  Ihirtocn  ciiildrcn,  eight  of  whom 
are  yet  living. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Daniel  commenced  to 
learn  the  blacksmith  trade,  worked  two  years,  and 
in  May,  IHlti.  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  War,  serv- 
ing fourteen  months.  He  was  on  the  Rio  Grande 
and  was  in  the  battles  o{  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  On  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Ohio,  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  time  and 
also  upon  :i  farm,  and  then  went  to  California. 
where  he  remained  two  yea]-s,  engaged  in  mining. 
Again  returning  to  Ohio,  he  remained  one  year, 
and  in  IS.').'!  came  to  Iowa  and  located  on  liis  pres- 
ent farm  in  Oregon  Townshi|).  purchasing  400  acres 
of  wild  l;in<l,  on  which  there  was  no  improvement 
save  a  small  log  cabin.  He  at  once  commenced 
the  improvement  of  the  farm,  and  soon  had  it  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1  Ml  he  erected 
his  present  neat  and  commodious  residence  at  a 
cost  of  S3,000  ;  the  barn  and  out-buildings  being 
erected  at  such  times  as  the  necessity'  of  the  case 
demanded.  All  his  land  is  under  good  fence, 
mostly  hedge.  Mr.  .Mickey  was  married  in  Ohio, 
in  1853,  to  Lovinia,  a  daughter  of  llcniy  and  Per- 
nielia  (Slociim)  Keilh.  She  was  born  in  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  in  18;J4.  By  this  union  there  were 
eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Almedia 
is  the  wife  (jf  S.  H.  Blair,  of   Columbus   Junction, 
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thej' having  two  children,  Claude  and  Daniel  H.; 
Charley  L.  married  Eva  Nelson;  Clement  C.  is  at 
home;  Grace  C.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Adams,  of 
North  Bend,  Neb.;  Daniel  W.  and  Walter  are  at 
home.  The  deceased  are  Alice  C,  Samuel  S.,  Ben- 
jamin F.  and  an  infant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mickej'  are 
members  of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch.  Po- 
litically', he  is  a  Democrat,  and  hsis  held  the  office  of 
Township  Assessor  and  other  minor  otHces.  He 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  nor  ever  at  any 
time  desired  one. 

Daniel  Mickey  is  truly  a  .self-made  man ;  starting 
in  life  without  means  he  has,  by  hard  labor,  econ- 
omy and  good  management,  acquired  a  reasonable 
competency,  and  is  classed  among  the  solid  and 
intluential  citizens  of  Washington  County.  He  has 
novv  been  a  resident  of  Washington  County  for  a 
little  more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  and  few  men 
are  better  known  or  more  highly  respected.  When 
he  came  to  the  county  it  was  comparatively  new, 
the  settlements  being  mostly  confined  to  the  ])rai- 
ries.  He  has  lived  to  see  every  acre  of  available 
laud  under  cultivation,'  to  see  elegant  farm  resi- 
dcuei's  and  fine  barns  erected  upon  almost  every 
quarter,  to  see  railroads,  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires  traverse  every  part  of  the  county,  as  well  as 
the  fair  State  of  Iowa.  In  the  march  of  improve- 
ment he  has  borne  his  |)art,  and  has  done  much  in 
developing  the  resources  of  Washington  Count}'. 
A  plain,  unassuming  man,  he  is  kind  and  warm- 
hearted, hospitable  and  generous  to  all. 
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W.  MORGAN,  M.  D.,  of  the  firm  of  Mor- 
gan &  Gardner,  Wellman,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Tal)le  (irove.  Fulton  Co..  111.,  Dec.  8,  1837, 
and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Thomas) 
Morgan,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York. 
They  moved  from  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830, 
to  Chicago,  111.,  where  they  remained  until  1832, 
and  then  moved  to  near  Table  Grove,  Fulton 
Coinit}'.  In  that  place  he  |)urchased  eight}'  .acres 
of  land,  remaining  on  it  until  184.i,  and  then  pur- 
chased another  farm  in  the  same  county,  where  he 
remained    until   18G2,  then  sold  out  and  moved  to 
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the  village  of  Cuba,  in  the  same  county.  The 
reason  assigned  for  selling  the  farm  was  tliat  his 
sons  iuid  enlisted  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  he  did  not  feel  like  continuing  to  actively 
engage  in  farm  work. 

After  making  his  home  in  Cuba  ior  about  Hve 
years,  Mr.  Morgan  removed  to  Bushnell,  McDon- 
oiigh  Co.,  111.,  where  he  remained  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  from  Bright's  disease,  in  1877.  His 
remains  were  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Bushnell. 
For  many  years  lie  was  a  local  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Cluirch,  and  did  much  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Lord's  cause.  He  was  a  sin- 
cere Christian,  and  a  man  who  enjoyed  the  respect 
of  all  wlio  knew  him.  His  wife,  who  yet  survives 
him,  has  passed  her  eighty-sixth  birthday,  and  is 
now  making  her  home  with  her  children.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children :  D.  T.  was  for 
a  number  of  j'ears  a  practicing  physician  in  Bush- 
nell, 111.,  and  died  in  1881  ;  William,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Sumner  County,  Kan.,  was  a  member  of 
the  ^id  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  discharged  on 
account  of  disabilit3'  after  the  second  battle  of 
Corinth;  Joseph  died  at  the  age  of  four  years, 
from  the  bite  of  a  snake;  J.  W.,  our  subject,  was 
next  in  order  of  birth.  A.  R.  was  a  member  of  the 
8th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  three  years  dui- 
iug  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ;  he  is  now  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  sta- 
tioned at  Moline,  111.  R.  A.  is  engaged  in  farming- 
near  Bushnell,  111.;  he  was  a  member  of  the  17th 
Illinois  Infantry  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  served  three  years.  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  G. 
W.  Moss,  of  Cuba,  111.     Three  died  in  infancy. 

J.  W.  Morgan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  schools 
generally  until  tw^euty-two  years  of  age,  when  he 
commenced  reading  medicine  in  the  office  of  his 
brother,  Ur.  D.  T.  Morgan,  of  Bushnell,  111.  He 
continued  with  his  brother  for  about  four  years, 
and  then  attended  the  Keokuk  Medical  College, 
from  which  iustitution  he  was  graduated  in  1876. 
Before  his  graduation,  he  practiced  for  a  time  in 
Illinois.  In  1868  he  came  to  Lexington,  Washing- 
ton Co.,  Iowa,  and  there  engaged  in  practice  one 
year.  He  then  removed  to  the  old  town  of  Day- 
ton, in  Lime  Creek  Township,  where  he  remained 
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until  1882.  The  railroad  having  been  completed 
and  the  village  of  Wellman  laid  out,  he  removed 
to  the  latter  place,  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession. 

Ur.  Morgan  was  united  in  marriage,  Jul}'  4, 
1861,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Wright,  a  native  of  Lick- 
ing County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  George  Wright. 
She  died  Oct.  3,  1863,  leaving  one  child,  Nellie, 
born  Dec.  15,  1862.  Nellie  grew  to  womanhood, 
married  0.  W.  Moon,  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  and  died  in  June.  1887.  Dr.  Morgan,  Jan. 
31,  1865,  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Long,  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Jones) 
Long.  The}'  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  the  Doctor  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Association  of  Washington  Count}'. 

Dr.  Morgan  is  a  great  admirer  of  good  horses, 
and  has  in  his  stable  two  Harabletonian  horses 
which  are  numbered  among  the  finest  in  Washing- 
ton County.  For  one  colt  he  refused  #500  when 
it  was  three  years  old.  He  has  also  one  Membrino 
and  one  English  Foxhunter  horse.  As  a  physician. 
Dr.  Morgan  ranks  high  in  the  profession,  and  has  a 
practice  probably  second  to  no  physician  in  Wash- 
ington County.  He  is  of  a  jovial  disposition,  en- 
joys a  joke  well,  and  is  a  fine  judge  of  human 
nature. 

C l.^C^J 5 


^jl  G.  FORDYCE,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  sec- 
tion 5,  Highland  Township,  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Pa., in  1840.  He  is  the  son 
of  James  H.  and  Nancy  (Bowers)  Fordyce, 
both  natives  of  Greene  County,  the  former  born  in 
1804,  and  the  lattei- in  1809.  The  father  was  an 
old  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  that  county, 
and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years, 
in  1883.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant Church.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
old  home.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  answered 
the   call   to  iirms,  and  in   1861   enlisted  in  the  1st 
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Peiuisylvaniu  Cavalry,  and  served  three  years,  pav- 
ticipatiiijriii  the  following  engagements:  Fredericks- 
burg, second  battle  of  Bull  Hun,  Shenandoah  catn- 
pagn,  Chanceliorsville,  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
and  with  Sheridan  at  Richmond.  At  Hays'  Church 
he  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  and  at  JIalvern  Hill 
was  wounded  in  the  leg.  lie  also  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Petersburg  and  (Gettysburg,  and  was 
several  times  detailed  on  important  duty  as  dis- 
patclinian.  Once  while  foraging  he  was  surrounded 
by  rebels  and  shot  at  six  times,  but  escaped,  though 
his  horse  was  shot.  At  another  time  he  was  sur- 
rounded and  ordered  to  surrender,  which  he  did, 
but  afterward  made  his  escape.  At  Baltimore 
Cross  Roads,  Va.,  he  was  shot  at,  the  ball  coming 
so  close  to  his  head  that  the  shock  stunned  him. 
He  was  discharged  Sept.  9,  1864,  at  that  time  be- 
ing compelled  to  walk  on  crutches  on  account  of 
the  wound  in  his  leg.  Returning  to  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  he  engaged  in  the  oil  business  for  a  j'car 
and  then  emigrated  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
in  the  spring  of  1866,  locating  on  section  6,  High- 
land Township,  whore  he  bought  forty  acres  of 
land  which  he  in)i)roved  and  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  owns  240  .icres  of  land  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Kordyce  was  married,  Nov.  21.  18(17,  to 
.Tane  1$.  Davidson,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
Aug.  1 1,  1841.  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  David- 
son, a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  B}'  this  marriage  there  were  two  children: 
Willie  B.,  born  Dec.  31.1870,  and  an  infant.  Mrs. 
Fordice  died  .Ian.  7,  1S7G.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  was  ag:iin  united  in  marriage,  Lu- 
cinda  Scott  becoming  his  second  wife.  She  was 
born  in  Ohio,  Aug.  5,  1856,  and  w;is  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Xaonii  (Walker)  Scott,  the  fatiier  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  the  UKjtlier  of  Ohio.  Tlii-y 
moved  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1868,  with  si.\  chil- 
dren, and  located  in  Washington  County.  The 
former  (lie<l  while  defending  his  country,  in  the  late 
war  fur  the  Union.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  two  children:  Lora  Maud,  born  Oct.  1(1,  1880, 
and  Samuel  Harvey,  born  Aug.  13,  1882,  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Fordyce  h.as  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  the  most  t){  his  life,  and  has  been  emi- 
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'  nentl3'  successful.  His  present  farm  is  in  good 
condition,  with  substantial  imrovements,  the  resi- 
dence being  built  in  1883,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500.  He 
is  a  self-made  man,  having  started  in  life  without  a 
cent,  but  has  accumulated  a  competency  for  his  old 
age.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  held 
the  office  of  Township  Trustee.  Religiously'  he  is 
a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  t>f  which 
body  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 
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'JOSEPH  A.  MclXTlRE  is  a  retired  farmer 
residing  in  the  village  of  Brighton.  He  is  a 
native  of  Franklin  Countj',  Pa.,  born  Feb. 
3,  1810,  and  is  a  son  of  .loseph  and  Anna 
(Adams)  Mclntire,  who  were  also  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
of  whom  but  two  are  living:  Thomas  A.,  a  farmer 
residing  near  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  Joseph  A.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  deceased  were  John 
N.,  William,  .Jane  and  Marj-  Ann.  The  familj- 
moved  from  Franklin  Count}',  Pa.,  to  ]^Iiami 
County,  Ohio,  in  181 1,  when  that  part  of  Ohio  was 
inhabited  by  the  Indians.  The}-  were  among  the 
first  settlers  on  the  Big  Miami  Hiver.  Tiie  father 
(lit'(l  in  18,")()  and  the  nioLher  in  1852.  The}'  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  w.ss 
spent  on  his  father's  farm  in  .Miami  County,  Ohio, 
and  in  attendance  upon  a  subscription  school  of 
that  secticm.  In  1838  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Julia  Ann  McClay,  a  native  of  Penns3'l- 
vania.  Site  died  in  June,  1844,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren— James  and  Rebecca  A.  The  former  grew 
t(j  manhood,  and  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  enliste<l  in  tiie  3(itli  Iowa  A\)lunteer  In- 
fantr}',  was  taken  prisoner  and  died  in  Libby  Prison. 
Rebecca  A.  married  J.  R.  Snyder,  and  now  resides 
in  Wichita,  Kan.  On  the  2;)th  of  October,  1846, 
Mr.  .Mclntire  wedded  iMiss  Deborah  Kendall,  a  na- 
tive of  Miami  County,  Ohio,  born  Nov.  5.  1817, 
and  daughter  of  Mason  and  Mary  (Blackwood) 
Kendall,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  latter  of  Ireland.  Four  children  were  born  to  ^ 
I   them,  three  of  whom  died    in    infancy,    and    one,    T 
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William  H.  H.,  born  June  18,  1856,  grew  to  luan- 
hoofl. 

In  the  spring  of  1854  Mr.  Mclntire  came  with  his 
family  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  purchased 
100'  acres  of  land  in  Brighton  Township,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1855  .added  110  acres  more,  making 
a  farm  of  210  acres.  On  this  farm  he  lived  till  the 
fall  of  1856,  when  he  moved  to  the  village  of 
Brighton,  and  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
which  he  learned  in  his  youth.  He  continued  in 
that  line  of  work  until  he  felt  that  he  could  retire. 
His  farm  he  sold  in  1859.  In  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer of  1883  he  built  a  beautiful  two-story  house 
in  the  village  of  Brighton,  where  he  now  resides, 
and  is  the  owner  of  twenty-three  acres  of  land, 
lying  within  the  city  limits. 

Mr.  Mclntire  has  held  various  township  offices, 
which  he  has  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  his 
constituents,  and  for  two  terms  was  a  member  of 
the  Citv  Council.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  unit- 
ing with  the  order  in  1850,  in  Pickaway  Countj'. 
Ohio.  He  has  filled  all  the  offices  in  the  Blue  Lodge 
except  Senior  Deacon  and  Tyler.  Foi'  several  years 
he  was  Master  of  the  lodge.  Mrs.  Mclntire  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  a  man  who  enjoys  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  a  high  degree, 
and  in  his  life  has  always  endeavored  to  live  in 
obedience  to  the  Golden  Rule. 

R.  A.  N.  MILLP:R,  AVashington,  Iowa, 
came  to  this  State  in  1844,  and  is  there- 
fore a  representative  pioneer,  and  as  such 
is  now  President  of  the  Old  Settlers'  Society 
of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Preston  County, 
Va.,  March  6,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Stewart)  Miller.  The  latter  was  a  descend- 
ant on  the  one  side  of  the  Kelsos  of  Ireland,  and  on 
the  other  of  the  Stewarts  of  Scotland.  David  Mil- 
ler was  born  in  VirgiTiia.  They  were  married  at 
Stewartstown,  a  village  which  received  its  name  in 
honor  of  the  Stewart  family,  and  to  them  were  born 
nine  children,  five  fjf  whom  are  3^et  living:  Mary 
A.,  wife  of  Anthonj-  Rigger,  a  retired  farmer,  of 
Buchanan,  Va. ;  Isabel,  wife  of  Lucian  Michael, 
^>  


of  Smithtowu,  Monongahela  County,  Va. ;  Alaggie 
C,  of  Washington,  Iowa;  Thomas  S.,  of  Pueblo, 
Col.,  and  Dr.  A.  N.,  of  Washington.  David  Mil- 
ler was  a  highly  educated  man,  understanding  and 
using  the  German,  as  well  as  his  native  language. 
He  was  a  fluent  speaker,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  often  speaking  upon  the  practical  is- 
sues of  the  day.  He  died  in  Preston  Count}',  Va., 
many  years  ago.  His  wife  survived  him  some  3"ears, 
and  died  in  Washington,  Iowa.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  dying  in  that 
faith. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  in  his  native 
county  until  in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  receiving  a 
liberal  education  for  that  day.  In  November, 
1844,  he  came  West,  locating  at  Bloomington,  now 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  wliei'e  he  worked  at  his  trade  of 
cabinet-making,  which  he  had  learned  in  his  j'outh. 
He  remained  at  Muscatine  but  a  few  months,  going 
from  there  to  Iowa  Citj'.  While  in  Muscatine  Dr. 
Dodge,  a  physician  of  the  old  school,  urged  him  to 
abandon  his  trade  and  take  up  medicine.  A  medical 
college  had  just  been  opened  at  Keokuk,  and  he 
was  urged  to  enter  as  one  of  its  students.  He  ob- 
tained a  few  medical  works  and  began  a  course  of 
reading,  but  soon  became  disgusted  with  the  theo- 
ries set  forth  as  fact,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that,  as  taught  in  the  books,  the  science  of  medicine 
was  a  humbug,  and  therefore  abandoned  his  study 
on  that  line.  Having  acquired  some  experience  in 
taking  care  of  the  sick,  he  was  often  called  in  to 
watch  with,  and  care  for  the  afflicted.  In  some 
way  a  few  copies  of  Fowler  and  Wells'  publications 
were  placed  in  his  hands,  which  he  read,  and  the 
views  therein  expressed  coinciding  with  his  own, 
and  being  in  conformity  to  common  sense,  he 
naturally  drifted  into  the  hydropathic  system  of 
treating  the  sick,  and,  in  time,  became  a  full  prac- 
titioner, giving  up  his  trade  and  devoting  his  time 
to  his  new  profession.  When  the  law  was  passed 
requiring  all  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
should  either  be  a  graduate  of  some  college,  or  re- 
ceive a  certificate  from  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
he  went  before  that  body,  passed  a  successful  ex- 
amin.ation,and  received  his  certificate.  The  Doctor 
has  now  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession for  many  years,  and  has  met  with    unquali- 
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fled  success.  lie  has  been  called  in  counsel  or  to 
take  etiart;e  of  eases  in  t'ineinoati.  Indianapolis  and 
CLicago.  and  the  cures  effected  si)eak  as  to  his  skill 
in  the  treatment  of  diseases.  He  has  never  adver- 
tised, as  have  some  others,  but  has  had  patients 
come  to  him  for  treatment  from  many  parts  of  the 
country. 

Dr.  Miller  was  married  in  Oreen  County,  Wis.. 
Aug.  3,  1851,  to  .Mrs.  .Sarah  C.  Weltner,  widow  of 
Ezekiel  Weltner  of  that  county.  She  is  a  native  of 
Fayette  County.  Pa.,  and  a  woman  vf  inlelligeiiee 
and  retinement.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
them :  James  is  a  printer,  now  on  the  Washington 
County  Press;  Clara  B.  was  educated  in  the  High 
School  of  W.ashinglon,  and  at  the  .State  Universitj', 
Iowa  City,  after  which  she  took  a  special  course  in 
the  Academy  of  Design,  Chicago,  having  developed 
a  decidedly  artistic  taste.  .She  is  now  considered 
an  artist  of  much  more  than  ordinary'  ubilit}',  and 
is  the  inventor  of  imilalionstained  glass;  .K)sephine 
is  a  musician  of  some  skill;  2sellie,  the  fourth  child, 
has  also  developed  a  tsiste  for  the  fine  arts,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  teaching  painting;  she  is  also  an 
elocutionist  of  st>me  talent.  Mrs.  Miller  had  one 
daughter  by  her  first  husband,  Louisa  Weltner,  now 
the  wife  of  David  L.  Brower,  of  Polk  County, 
Iowa. 

Dr.  Miller  became  a  resident  of  Washington 
County  in  1K17.  and  in  the  forty  years  that  have 
passed,  has  witnessed  many  marvelous  changes  in 
politics,  science  and  religion.  He  has  witnessed  the 
overthrow  of  some  nations,  the  liuildiiig  up  of  (itliers, 
and  the  suppression  of  the  most  powerful  Rebellion 
in  the  history'  of  the  world.  He  has  seen  the  In- 
dian wigwam,  and  the  log  cabin  which  closely  fol- 
lowed it,  ilisplaced  by  the  more  elegant  frame  or 
brick  structure,  and  the  straw  sheds  of  the  fathers 
displaced  l)y  the  elegant  barns  of  the  present  gen- 
eration. But  in  the  contemplation  of  the  past,  he 
yet  takes  ;i  delight.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  him  to  think 
of  the  earl^'  days,  when  settlements  were  few  and 
far  between,  when  every  man  was  willing  to  do  a 
good  turn  for  a  neighbor,  and  when  to  be  a  neigh- 
bor, you  were  not  required  to  live  within  a  stone's 
throw,  but,  it  may  be,  a  half  score  of  miles  away. 
From  the  fact  that  he  thus  delights  to  recall  the 
past,  he  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  Old  Settlers' 


Association,  and  its  annual  gatherings.  Of  that 
association  he  is  at  present  President.  In  politics. 
Dr.  Miller  is  a  Republican. 


^]  OHN  SCHERRER,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
was  born  in  Alsace,  France,  in  1825.  He  is 
the  son  of  .lohu  and  Ann  (Kihenger)  .Scher- 
rer,  whu  in  the  old  country  were  neighbors 
of  the  Schnoebelens.  The  parents  were  farmers  in 
Alsace,  where  they  owneil  property,  upon  which  the 
family  lived,  anil  where  the  mother  died.  They 
reared  nine  children,  nil  of  wiiom,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  John,  came  with  their  father  to  America  in 
1854.  The  children  were  named  respectively — 
John,  our  subject;  Magihilena,  Dominica,  Louie, 
Frank,  Annie,  Theresa,  Mary,  and  Agatha.  The 
last  named  died  in  this  countr}'  unmarried. 

.lohn  Scherrer  was  a  jjassenger  uiion  the  "Amer- 
ica," a  noted  sailing-vessel,  but  which  was  fifty-two 
days  in  crossing  the  ocean,  for  lack  of  wind  to  fill 
the  sails.  They  landed  at  New  York  City  Aug. 
18,  1852,  and  took  the  cars  for  Buffalo,  where  they 
re-embarked  upon  the  ••Atlantic,"  bound  for  De- 
troit. The  trip  was  full  of  l)itter  experiences  for 
the  passengers  and  is  related  by  our  subject  with 
much  feeling.  It  was  it  o'clock  at  night  when  the 
boat  left  the  wharf,  and  three  hours  later  another 
boat  struck  her  amid-ships  and  stove  a  great  hole  in 
the  side  through  which  the  water  rushed  with  great 
violence,  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  the  boat 
with  her  precious  load  of  hunum  beings,  500  in  all, 
settled  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  John  was  in 
comjiany  with  his  uncle  and  aunt  Dietz,  who  came 
from  Germany  with  him,  and  all  were  in  the  mitldle 
cabin,  and  had  it  lujt  been  for  the  watchfulness  of 
our  subject  all  would  have  drowned.  He  *vas  lying 
on  a  bunk  about  half  asleep,  with  his  watch  chain 
loosely  about  his  neck,  when  he  was  awakened  by  a 
man  tr^'ing  to  steal  the  watch  as  he  lay  in  the  dark, 
and  was  fully  awake  when  the  crash  came.  He 
quickl}'  aroused  his  relatives,  and  they  had  scarcely 
touched  the  cabin  fioiir  when  the  water  poured  in, 
and  as  they  clung  to  the  walls  of  the  cabin,  all  were  I 
immersed  to  their  necks  in  water.  ' 

Of  the  500  passengers  on  board  300  were  drowned,  T 
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but  amoiio-  the  saved  were  those  nanierl,  wlio  were 
rescued  fmin  their  perilous  situation  hj-  the  boat 
which  struck  the  deadly  blow.  The  wails  of  the 
bereaved  ones  and  the  cries  for  help  of  the  drown- 
ing filled  the  midnight  air,  and  the  scene  was  fear- 
ful to  contemplate.  Almost  every  one  lost  their 
all.  Our  subject  was  dressed  in  a  shirt  and  panta- 
loons, in  the  pockets  of  which  was  every  dollar  he 
possessed,  but  without  coat  or  hat,  he  came  out 
from  the  wreck,  and  after  he  and  his  relations 
were  landed  in  Chicago,  he  had  only  $4  left.  His 
uncle  went  to  sawing  wood  and  his  wife  to  washing, 
while  John  hired  to  an  Irishman  at  $12  per  month 
to  make  hay,  and  onlj'  worked  a  week  when  he  be- 
came sick  with  ague  and  was  obliged  to  give  up 
working  and  go  to  the  city  for  medicine.  His 
health  soon  became  better,  and  borrowing  4i28  from 
his  uncle,  started  with  liim  for  Iowa,  where  his 
uncle,  Sebastian  Dietz,  later  entered  land.  The 
railroad  was  only  built  ninety  miles  west  of  Chi- 
cago, but  the}'  came  that  far  on  it,  and  then  em- 
barked on  a  boat  on  the  Illinois  River,  but  the 
water  became  so  low  that  the  boat  was  abandoned, 
and  thej'  became  passengers  in  a  lumber  wagon 
bound  for  Rock  Island,  where  they  shipped  on 
board  a  steamer  for  Muscatine. 

After  all  had  safely  arrived  in  Washington 
County,  Sebastian  Dietz  bought  land  and  our  sub- 
ject went  to  work  for  Nathaniel  McClure,  and  for 
wages  received  a  cow  which  his  uncle  took  for  the 
$28  debt;  after  working  for  almost  three  years  at 
$150  per  year,  he  invested  his  money  in  an  80- 
acre  tract  of  land  which  he  entered.  He  worked 
for  McClure  another  year  for  a  yoke  of  oxen,  with 
which  he  broke  some  sod  and  sowed  it'  in  wheat 
and  in  the  winter  cut  rails  and  hauled  them  with 
three  yoke  of  cattle,  and  in  the  spring  built  the 
fence  and  a  log  house,  16x20,  where  he  kept 
bachelor's  hall  for  one  year.  But  this  was  not  just 
the  thing  for  the  enterprising  young  (Tcrman,  and 
in  February,  I8ij9,  Mi.ss  Frances  Zihavva  became  his 
wife.  Rev.  Father  Emmons  of  Iowa  Cit}'  perform- 
ing the  ceremony.  They  began  domestic  life  in 
the  log  cabin  in  a  contented  altliough  primitive 
waj',  buj'ing  one  thing  at  a  time,  and  working  all 
the  while  to  i)ay  for  it  until  Mr.  Scherrer  was  able 
to  purchase  a  wagon  and  trade  his  oxen  for  horses. 


From  this  time  they  prospered  and  children  came 
to  grace  their  home.  Mary  Frances,  now  the  wife 
of  John  Schnoebelen;  Anna  and  Frank  both  died 
in  infancy ;  Henry,  Ida,  Celia,  Anna  and  John  C, 
of  whom  the  three  eldest  were  born  in  the  log 
house. 

Mr.  Scherrer  fell  ill  and  for  three  years  was  un- 
able to  work,  and  sold  forty  acres,  but  after  recov- 
ery bought  the  land  upon  which  he  now  lives,  pay- 
ing for  it  $25  per  acre.  He  built  a  handsome  frame 
house  in  1881,  costing  $1,000,  besides  his  7,000  feet 
of  sawed  lumber.  He  now  owns  119  acres  of  finely 
improved  laud,  and  instead  of  the  penniless  Ger- 
man of  twenty-seven  years,  he  is  now  a  gray- 
haired  father  with  flocks  and  herds  and  plenty  of 
land.  His  good  wife  has  been  true  to  him  through 
all  privations,  and  as  they  sit  around  the  hearth- 
stone and  tell  the  children  of  the  hardships  of  the 
new  countr}',  and  the  father  relates  his  providential 
escape  from  death  in  the  water  of  Lake  Erie,  all 
devoutly  utter  a  prayer  to  the  Giver  of  all  good 
for  so  man}'  mercies  extended.  The  entire  family 
are  menibers  of  the  Riverside  Catholic  Church,  and 
are  among  the  best  families  of  the  township. 

fp^  OBERT  MAXWELL,  a  farmer,  on  section 
|Lj^  16,  Crawford  Township,  was  born  Dec.  27, 
*1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  Maxwell,  Sr., 
^1  whose  history  appears  elsewhere.  Robert 
Maxwell,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
where  his  boyhood  days  were  spent.  His  marriage 
was  celebrated  March  24,  1847,  Miss  Rachel  J. 
Thompson  becoming  his  wife.  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Weston)  Thompson,  parents  of  Mrs.  Maxwell, 
were  born  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  were 
married  in  that  State  May  3,  1804.  Their  three 
eldest  children  were  born  in  Pennsylvania — Nancy, 
John  and  .Sarah.  About  1812,  the  family  removed 
to  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  and  there  the  parents 
remained  until  their  death,  the  mother  dying  in  her 
seventy-seventh  year,  and  the  father  in  his  ninety- 
sixth  year.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them;  the 
three  mentioned,  followed  by  Thomas,  Mary,  Cath- 
erine W.,  Elijah  W.,  Eleanor  A.,  Joseph  L.  and 
Rachel,  the  latter  the  wife  of  our  subject.     All  the 
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childviMi  inarriefl  and  ivarerl  families  and  are  livinj;, 
except  Eleanor,  Elijah,  JIar}'  and  Tiionias,  and 
with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Maxwell  and  Catherine, 
all  reside  near  the  old  homestead.  TlK)mas  Tliomp- 
son,  Jr.,  was  a  son  of  'I'liomas  and  Eleanor  L. 
(Lindsey)  Thompson,  who  were  married  in  176iS. 
Thej'  had  twelve  children,  and  all  the  sons  were 
farmers. 

Robert  Maxwell  and  his  young  wife  left  their 
home  in  Ohio  in  November,  IM47,  making  the  jour- 
ney down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  to 
Keokuk,  where  Mr.  Maxwell  procured  a  conveyance 
that  carried  them  directly  to  this  county.  They  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  in  a  small  house  on  land  now 
owned  by  J.  8.  Kivkpatrick  and  Robert  Gonnly. 
Six  months  later  Mr.  Maxwell  had  a  little  cabin 
erected  i>n  lands  which  he  had  purchased,  and  into 
this  he  moved  with  the  3'oiing  wife  before  it  was 
completed,  it  being  then  minus  w^indows  and  doors. 
A  few  days  later  one  of  the  celebrated  Iowa  cyclones 
passed  over  the  county  and  Mrs.  Maxwell  was  alone 
with  her  baby  girl  Ella.  The  storm  came  with 
great  violence,  and  rain  [)oured  through  the  door 
and  windows,  when  uncle  John  Maxwell  hurriedly 
came  in.  His  advice  was  for  Mrs.  Maxwell  to  get 
upon  the  bed  with  her  baby  and  hold  the  umbrella 
over  them  to  keep  the  bed  from  getting  wet,  while 
the  other  perishable  articles  he  piled  upon  the 
bureau,  and  spread  an  oil-cloth  over  them.  This 
was  done,  and  the  storm  passed  over,  but  the  trio 
were  well  drenched,  nevertheless,  as  there  were 
chinks  between  the  logs.  The  same  building  3'et 
stands,  and  in  it  eigiit  of  their  children  were  born. 
The  grand  old  locust  trees,  with  branches  covering 
seventy-five  feet  of  ground  with  grateful  shade, 
were  planted  by  Robert  Maxwell  in  the  spring  of 
1848,  and  upon  the  limbs  all  of  their  ulilldr<'ii  and 
grandchildren  have  climbed  atid  swung. 

The  old  cabin,  almost  neglected,  has  served 
its  time  faithfully  and  well,  yet  it  would  be  almost 
a  sacrilege  to  tear  it  down,  for  ever}'  log  and  ever}' 
chink  in  it  has  a  history.  In  it  their  children  were 
born  and  the  songs  and  shouts  of  glee  made  the 
old  walls  ring.  Under  its  hallowed  roof  the  songs  of 
praise  and  pra3'er  of  faith  have  l)een  often  heard. 
His  prosperity  began  from  the  day  when  with  his 
^ '   young  wife  and   baby    he   entered  its  portals,  and 


well  has  that  loving  mother  and  energetic  wife  ful- 
filled her  trust.  The  birth  of  Ella  was  followed  by 
those  of  Mattie,  Miiuiie.  Jennie,  Thompson;  Sadie, 
deceased;  Robbie,  deceased;  Flora  and  Stella.  VAla 
Wedded  Samuel  Thompson,  a  farmer  of  this  county; 
they  are  the  parents  of  Cora,  deceased ;  Nannie, 
Robbie,  Addie  and  Nelson.  Mattie  is  the  wife  of 
Anion  Allen,  a  farmer  of  Cass  County,  Iowa,  and  is 
the  mother  of  Shelby  and  Robert  Leroy;  Minnie 
is  the  wife  of  George  Anderson,  and  is  a  resident 
of  Selma,  Cal. ;  one  daughter,  Jessie,  graces  their 
marri.age.  Jennie  is  the  widow  of  William  D. 
Crawford,  M.  1>.  ;]she  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents,  and  is  the  mother  of  a  handsome  son, 
Howard.  Thompson  wedded  Jennie  Black;  he  re- 
sides on  a  farm  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  and  is 
the  father  of  Robert,  Edgar.  Harry  A.  and  Claude. 
Flora  is  the  wife  of  John  Hanna,  a  druggist  of 
Bishop  Hill,  Henry  Co.,  111.;  Jlinnie  and  Lee  are 
their  children.  .Stella  is  the  3'oungest  daughter,  and 
remains  with  her  parents  in  the  old  home  overlook- 
ing the  village  of  Crawfordsville. 

If  we  should  undertake  to  give  a  complete  his- 
tory of  even  the  life  of  one  man  it  would  require 
more  space  than  could  be  spared,  but  this  brief 
sketch  of  Robert  Maxwell  will  add  completeness  to 
the  history  of  his  father's  family.  He  began  life 
without  means,  but  with  a  strong  arm  and  willing 
heart,  aided  bj'  a  wife  whose  motherly  kindness  is 
proverbial,  he  has  accumulated  a  modest  fortune 
and  many  bro.ad  acres  3'ield  to  him  abundant  har- 
vests. 

"/  ULIUS  SEELEY,  deceased.  w.asa  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  8,  Brighton  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
22,  1823,  and  was  the  son  of  Jerard  and 
Matilda  (Burrows)  .Sceley.  He  remained  in  Yates 
County,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  eighteen  j'ears  old, 
when  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Ashtabula 
Count}',  Clhio.  He  was  there  married,  on  the  14tli 
of  August,  1844.  to  Miss  Lucinda  Ilaggerty,  a 
daughter  of  Bartholomew  and  Theressa  (Woodarth) 
Ilaggerty,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York, 
and  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ashtabula  Coun- 
ty,  Ohio,  where  Lucinda  Haggerty  w.-is  born  March    T 
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25,  1827.  In  1854,  Mr.  Seeley  moved  with  his 
family  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich,  where  they  re- 
mained until  1805,  and  then  came  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a  farm  where  Mrs. 
Seeley  is  j'et  living-,  on  section  8,  Brighton  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seeley  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Harriet  N.,  now  the  wife  of  David  Nor- 
dyke  of  Brighton,  and  Horace,  who  married  Miss 
Ida  Stucker.  Mr.  Seeley  died  May  3,  1875.  He 
was  a  man  universally  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him,  honest  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  in 
his  death  Brighton  Township  lost  one  of  its  best 
citizens.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican,  and  a 
man  who  kept  well  posted  in  the  affairs  of  count}-. 
State  and  Nation.  Mrs.  Seeley  yet  resides  upon 
the  old  homestead,  with  her  son  Horace,  who  has 
charge  of  the  farm  which  consists  of  320  acres  of 
land,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
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EV.  ANDREW  McMILLAN  is  a  resident 
of  Brighton,  lown,  and  is  a  native  of  Seneca 
County,  Ohio,  born  May  3,  1833.  He  is 
I  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Robin- 
son) McMillan,  the  former  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
born  in  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Scotch  and 
English  descent,  also  born  in  New  York.  The}' 
were  married  in  Washington  Count}'.  N.  Y.,  and 
in  an  early  d.ay  emigrated  to  Ohio,  being  among 
the  pioneers  of  that  State.  In  early  life  his  father 
was  employed  in  a  factory,  but  on  his  removal  to 
Ohio,  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  originally  an  old-line  Whig,  but  in  the  first 
move  in  opposition  to  slavery  he  took  a  decided 
stand  .against  that  institution.  He  supported  Bir- 
ney  for  President,  ami  acted  with  the  Free-soilers 
until  his  death.  No  man  in  that  section  was  bet- 
ter posted  in  [lolitical  affairs.  While  his  own  house 
was  not  a  station  on  the  "untlerground  railroad,"  his 
son  Edward  was  a  conductor  on  that  route,  and 
succeeded  in  sending  on  their  w.ay  to  freedom 
man}'  a  poor  colored  man  and  woman.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Seceder  Church,  one  of  the  sects 
subsequently  uniting  nnder  the  name  of  the  United 


Presbj'terian  Church,  !,nd  for  several  years  studied 
theology,  with  a  view  of  preaching. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  McMillan  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children:  John,  of  Emporia,  Kan.;  Peter  R., 
deceased;  Richard  B.,  of  Washington,  Iowa;  KA- 
ward  C.  enlisted  in  the  late  war  and  died  at  Keo- 
kuk, Iowa,  from  disease  contracted  in  the  service, 
while  on  his  vvay  home;  Thomas  died  when  a  child; 
George  H.  is  a  farmer  in  this  county;  Andrew,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  J.  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen;  Dr.  William  II.,  pastor  of  the  Second 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Allegheny  City; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Joseph  Nebergall,  of  Washing- 
ton, Iowa.  In  1847  the  family  emigrated  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  on  Brush 
Creek,  but  the  following  3'ear  moved  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  where  both  parents  have  since  died. 
They  were  highly  respected  for  their  honest}'  and 
Christian  worth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  parents 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  in  1847.  Here  he 
first  attended  the  common  schools  of  Washington, 
and  then  the  old  Washington  College,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated  in  1862.  In  1865  he  en- 
tered the  theological  department  of  Monmouth 
College,  Monmouth,  111.,  where  he  spent  three 
years  and  received  his  diploma.  On  graduating 
from  that  institution  he  went  to  Hookstowu,  Pa., 
where  he  labored  for  the  Church  at  that  place  three 
months,  and  then  returned  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  and  spent  six  months  in  laboring  for  the 
Church  at  Grand  Prairie.  He  then  received  a  call 
as  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Olena,  where  he  remained  two  and  a  half  years, 
when  he  resigned  the  charge,  but  still  continued  to 
reside  at  that  place  for  two  years  more.  In  July, 
1  875,  he  received  a  call  frtmi  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Oelwein,  Fayette  Co.,  Iowa, 
where  he  ministered  to  the  people  for  ten  years. 
In  April,  1885,  he  came  to  Brighton,  Iowa,  where 
he  is  at  present  employed. 

Mr.  McMillan  was  married  in  Monmouth,  111., 
March  31,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Brown,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elizabeth  Brown.  She  was  born  in  Indiana. 
Her  father  died  when  she  was  an  infant.  By  this 
union  there  is  one  child — David  W..  of  ISrighton, 
Iowa.     Mrs.  McMillan  is  a   woman   of  more  than 
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ordinary  ability,  anrl  is  at  present  tlie  I'resident  of 
the  Washington  County  AVoraen's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of 
that  organization.  She  has  devoted  almost  her  en- 
tire life  to  Church  and  tcmix'runce  work,  and  is 
also  an  active  Sabbath-school  worker. 

In  his  ministerial  labors  Mr.  McMillan  endeavors 
to  declare  the  whole  counsels  of  (iod,  neither  add- 
ing to  nor  taking  from  the  living  oracles.  In  his 
pastoral  labors  he  has  been  quite  successful,  and  as 
a  citizen  he  is  greatly  esteemed.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  Republican. 
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yRFA)  KLOCKENTEGER,  farmer  and  stock- 
ll^jg)  raiser,  section  23,  Lime  Creek  Townsliip,  is 
1^  a  native  of  Germany,  born  .June  12,  183H. 
He  is  the  son  of  Conrad  and  Anna  ( Wesche)  Kloek- 
enteger,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  German3'. 
In  18.56  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his 
father  from  Germany  to  America,  landing  at  New- 
York  City,  and  then  proceeding  to  Fulton  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  a  short  time  .and  then 
went  to  Carroll  Countj',  same  State,  and  worked  by 
the  month  for  one  year,  the  two  receiving  for  their 
year's  work  ij>232.  In  1857  they  came  to  Lime 
Creek  Township,  Washington  Co.,  Iowa,  where  the 
father  bought  100  acres  of  land  on  section  15,  to 
which  his  family  came,  lie  having  sent  for  them 
while  yet  in  Ohio.  The  farm  is  now  one  of  the 
best  improved  in  the  township. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  Germany, 
and  had  been  a  resident  of  this  countr}'  only  four 
years  when  he  answered  the  call  to  arms,  and  on 
Aug.  24,  1861,  enrolled  his  name  among  those  of 
the  many  brave  boys  of  the  10th  Iowa  Infantry-, 
was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Iowa  City  on  the 
0th  of  Sei)tember,  and  left  for  St.  Louis,  where 
the  regiment  was  armed,  ecpiipped  and  organized, 
9J0  strong.  September  30  they  left  St.  Louis,  and 
arrived  at  Cape  (iirardcan  October  7,  where  they 
remained  preparing  the  place  for  defense,  building 
forts,  etc.  In  connection  with  troops  from  Com- 
merce, Mo.,  they  drove  the  rebel  forces  from 
Bloomfield,  attempted  a  junction  with  the  forces 
operating  against  Belmont,  and  after  the  battle  at 
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that  place  returned  to  Cape  Girardeau  on  the  5th 
of  November,  and  on  November  14  relieved  the 
troops  at  Bird's  Point,  Mo.  The  regiment  spent 
the  winter  following  in  scouring  the  country  for 
thirty  or  forty  niiloj  l)ack  of  the  river,  with  an  oc- 
casional skirmish  with  the  rebel  General,  -lepp,  and 
Jan.  8,  1862,  lost  nine  men  killed  and  twelve 
wounded.  Mnrcii  4  of  the  same  year,  they  took 
up  the  line  of  march  for  New  JIadrid,  Mo.,  being 
the  first  to  enter  the  fort.  April  4  they  crossed 
the  river  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Island  No. 
10,  then  retired  to  Madrid,  and  April  11  joined 
the  expedition  under  Gen.  Pope  against  Ft.  Pillow, 
then  joined  the  forces  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn. 
April  22  participated  in  the  battle  of  Corinth,  and 
after  the  evacuation  of  that  place  by  the  rebels, 
pursued  them;  their  forces  under  Price  and  V.an 
Dorn  returned  to  Corinth,  took  part  in  luka,  tlien 
rendezvoused  at  Corinth  till  November  4,  when 
they  formed  part  of  the  expedition  under  Gen. 
Grant,  and  entered  on  tiie  march  through  La 
Grange,  Tenn.,  H0II3'  Springs  and  Oxford.  Miss.,  to 
Yohony  Creek.  Deceml)er  22  they  again  took  up 
the  line  of  march  fur  SIeni|)his,  Tenn..  a  distance 
of  113  miles,  the  division  having  000  teams  which 
cut  up  the  already  muddy  roads. 

From  Memphis  the  troops  went  to  IIoll}'  Springs, 
and  on  Jan.  1,  1803,  marched  thirty-seven  miles  to 
Faj'etteville,  then  retired  to  Memphis,  where  they 
remained,  guarding  the  Memphis  &  Charleston 
Railroad  till  .March  4,  1803,  then  went  to  Helena, 
Ark.,  where  the  regiment  joined  the  Yazoo  Pass 
expedition.  It  arrived  at  the  rebel  forts  Pember- 
ton  and  Greenwood  on  the  3d  of  April,  and  re- 
turning arrived  at  Helena  April  9.  Three  days 
later  they  left  for  Milliken's  Bend,  marching 
through  Rodney,  and  crossed  the  Mississippi  May 
12;  then  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Jack- 
son, Miss.,  participating  in  the  siege  of  X'icksburg, 
engagements  at  Little  Rock  and  Missionary  Ridge, 
after  wliicli  the  regiment  marched  and  counter- 
marched a  distance  of  130  miles,  from  Iluntsville, 
Ala.,  to  Cleveland.  The  lOlli  Iowa  Regiment 
marched  a  distance  of  over  5,000  miles,  was  in 
eleven  distinct  engagements,  and  had  410  men 
killed  and  wounded.  May  16,  1883,  our  subject 
was  wouniled  at  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills,  from 
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the  effects  of  wliich  he  has  never  full}'  recovered. 
He  was  discharged  Sept.  6.  18()4.  Returniiii)-  to 
Washington  Coiuit_v  he  began  to  make  himself  a 
home,  and  with  the  money  he  saved  from  his  serv- 
ice bouglit  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated 
till  187;5,  when  he  bougiit  120  acres  on  section  23, 
to  which  he  has  since  added  until  he  now  owns 
3t)5  acres.  He  has  a  fine  farm  with  all  modern 
appurtenances,  and  in  1887  built  a  handsome 
two-storj-  frame  residence. 

Mr.  Klocivcnteger  was  united  in  marriage,  Feb. 
22.  186(5.  with  Miss  Lavinia  Rogers.  She  was 
born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  7,  1841,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Bolza  and  Bethany  A.  (Sviter) 
Rogers,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio.  Her  f.ather  died  in  184.').  Her 
mother  is  still  living  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klockenteger  have  been  the  parents 
of  eight  chiLiren :  Charles  B.,  born  in  December, 
1866,  died  Sept.  26,  1867;  Mary  A.,  born  Jan.  7, 
1868,  died  Dec.31,  1873;  Catherine  M.,  born  May 
1,  1869,  died  April  18,  1873;  Edith,  born  Sept. 
15,  1870,  died  Feb.  18,  1872;  Frederick  W.,  born 
Aug.  25,  1872;  August  W.,  born  July  23,  1875; 
John  H.,  born  Feb.  12,  1878;  Otto  E.,  born  Oct. 
13,  1880.  The  children  are  all  receiving  a  good 
education. 

Mrs.  Klockenteger  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Christian  Church;  her  mother  has  been  a  member 
of  that  Church  for  over  twenty-five  years.  Mr. 
Klockenteger  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  AVellman.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
No.  88,  of  Ed.  Hamlin  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
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AMUEL  N.  McCLEAN,  M.  D.,  homeo- 
pathic physician  and  surgeon,  of  Washing- 
J)  ton,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa, 
Jan.  7,  1858.  His  father.  John  McClean, 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica about  1841,  locating  in  Delaware  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  Aitken,  and  in 
1855,  went  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  and  there  died 
in  1861.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Scotch  Cove- 
nanter Church,  and  was  strong   in  the  faith  advo- 


cated  by  that  body.  As  a  Christian  worker  he  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  part  of  the  State,  coming 
to  Iowa  at  a  time  wlien  churches  were  scarce  and 
ministers  few.  His  influence  as  a  Church  worker 
and  public  speaker  is  still  well  remembered  in  the 
county  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  an  Abolitionist 
of  the  Garrett  Smith  type,  took  an  active  part  in 
the  anti-slavery  discussions  which  preceded  the  late 
war,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  insist  that  the 
Churches  should  squarely  oppose  this  great  evil. 
Possessed  of  a  good  library  and  a  well-informed 
mind,  and  being  a  natural  and  easy  public  speaker, 
he  belonged  to  that  radical  school  of  thought  which 
was  represented  bj'  such  men  as  Smith,  Phillips, 
Garrison  and  Lovejoy,  and  believing  the  contest 
over  slavery  to  be  an  ''irrepressible  conflict,"  he 
fearlessly  asserted  that  the  knife,  and  not  "compro- 
mise," would  be  the  only  remedy  for  the  great 
Southern  cancer.  Although  twenty  ye.ars  have 
elapsed  since  his  death,  his  abilitj'  as  a  public  de- 
bater and  his  character  as  a  man  are  still  well  re- 
membered and  kindly  spoken  of  bj'  all  who  knew 
him.     He  was  a  man  among  men. 

After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  family  returned 
to  New  York,  where  they  remained  for  several 
years.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McClean  married  a  second 
time  to  Thomas  Nicholson,  who  died  about  1884. 
She  is  still  living  in  AVashington,  where  she  has  re- 
sided since  1869.  Mrs.  Nicholson  has  been  a  pro- 
fessional nurse  for  many  years,  and  as  such  has 
been  very  successful.  She  is  as  well  and  favorably 
known  as  any  lady  in  Washington  County,  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Covenanter  Church  of 
Washington,  and  resides  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

In  1868,  our  subject  returned  to  Iowa  and  locat- 
ed in  Washington,  where  he  attended  and  received 
his  literarj'  education  in  Washington  Academy, 
After  a  course  of  reading,  he  entered  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  City, 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1885,  with 
the  valedictory  honors  of  the  department.  He 
then  returned  to  Washington  and  at  once  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession.  Not  with- 
standing the  fact  that  "a  prophet  is  not  without 
honor  save  in  his  own  country,"  Dr.  McClean  has 
been  duly  honored  in  his  adopted  city,  securing  a 
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practice  even  the  first  year  which  few  phj'sicians 
would  expect  to  receive,  an<i  which  has  been  al- 
most doubled  the  second  year.  In  the  practice  of 
his  i)rofessiou  he  lias  been  verj"  successful. 

Dr.  ilcClean  is  a  member  of  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  Association  of  Iowa,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  its  annual  sessions,  and  endeavors  to  secure 
benefit  from  its  animated  discussions  on  the  differ- 
ent phases  of  disease  throughout  the  State  and  the 
mutual  experience  of  all  its  members.  The  Doctor 
is  an  active  member  and  oflicer  in  the  Covenanter 
Church  of  Washington,  and  is  President  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  of  th.at  city,  and  Secretarj'  of  the  County 
Sunday -School  A.ssociation. 

Few  persons  have  a  finer  librarj'  than  the  Doctor, 
and  all  his  spare  moments  are  given  to  reading  and. 
study.  A  young  man  (jf  more  than  ordinary^  ai)il- 
ity,  with  a  love  for  his  profession,  and  a  d«i5M'e  %0> 
rank  high,  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  his  fondest 
anticipations  will  yet  be  realized. 

KNRY  MORGAN  resides  upon  section  29, 
Clay  Township,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  in  the  township.  He  was 
l)orn  April  9,  1818,  in  Jefferson  County, 
Tenn.,  and  is  the  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Lydia 
(Hammer)  Morgan,  the  former  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee. 

Hezekiah  Morgan  was  born  Feb.  2,  179C,  and 
moved  to  Tennessee  in  1814,  where  he  married 
Lydia  Hammer.  He  has  a  twin  brother,  Obediah 
Morgan,  wlio  is  yet  living,  in  Clayton,  Hendricks 
Co.,  Ind.,  aged  ninety-two.  In  1832  Hezekiah  Mor- 
gan moved  to  Madison  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
died  about  1834.  Mrs.  Morgan  survived  him,  dy- 
ing in  1838.  They  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  were  among  the  most 
respected  people  in  all  .Madison  Count}'.  Tlu-}' 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Obediah,  a  fanner,  residing 
in  Nermilion  County,  111.;  Henry,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Thomas  died  in  Andrew  Countj",  Mo.; 
James  is  a  farmer  residing  In  Hardin  Count}',  Iowa; 
Isaac  is  a  farmer  residing   in   Hendricks   County, 
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Ind.;  Nathan  is  also  a  farmer  residing  in  the  same 
county;  Hezekiah  died  in  Coles  County,  111.; 
Hannah,  now  deeeiised,  was  the  wife  of  Miles  .Men- 
denhall;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  John  Grimes,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind.;  Demaris 
is  the  wife  of  John  Mendenliall,  a  farmer  in  Ver- 
milion County,  111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  May  13, 
1840,  with  Jliss  Dica  A.  Harnett,  a  daughter  of 
Robinson  and  Susan  (IJallard)  Uarnett.  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Tennessee.  She  was  born  in 
Ohio,  June  13,  1823.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have 
been  blessed  with  nine  children:  William  II.  H., 
born  Feb.  2,  1842,  grew  to  manhood  and  enlisted 
vn  the  T8tli  Iowa  Infantr}',  and  died  in  Jefferson 
Cit}',  iJIp.,  Sept.  G,  1802;  his  remains  were  brought 
IronVe  and  buried  in  the  cemetery  ii^  Clay  Town- 
ship, Dec.  21,  1862.  I.  M.  was  born  Nov.  15^  1844, 
and. is  {v, farmer  residing  in  Sbelbj-  County,  Iowa; 
'&.;!).' was  born  Feb.  6,  1847,  and  is  now  serving 
hia  .third  term  as  Sheriff  of  Taylor  County ;  E. 
Jennie,  born  Dec.  12,  1849,  is  now  the  wife  of  Mar- 
tin B.  Aj'res,  and  residing  in  St.  John.  Kan.  She 
is  a  well-educated  woman,  and  previous  to  her 
marriage  taught  eleven  terms  in  the  public  schools 
in  Washington,  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  in 
the  grammar  department;  she  was  also  Principal  of 
the  Centennial  School.  Mary  L..  born  Dec.  9, 
1852,  is  now  the  wife  of  Herbert  Sargent,  and  re- 
sides in  Richland,  Iowa;  Hattie  E.,  bf)rn  May  24, 
18.5.5,  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Sargent,  and  resides  in 
Brighton;  A.  J.,  born  June  24,  1858,  manages  the 
home  farm ;  Oliver  P.,  born  March  22,  I8G1,  re- 
sides in  Colorado  Springs,  Col.;  William  H.,  born 
April  30,  I86G,  is  Deputj'  Sheriff  of  Taylor  County, 
Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  taken  great  pride  in 
training  their  children  to  be  useful  men  and  women. 
.Six  of  the  eight  children  have  been  successful 
teachers  in  the  schools  of  Washington  and  adjoin- 
ing counties.  Mrs.  Morgan  and  her  daughter  Mary 
held  the  position  of  Postmistress  at  Clay  for  nine 
years.  For  the  past  six  years  Mr.  Morgan  has 
held  the  same  position.  He  was  first  appointed 
tinder  President  .Arthur,  and  has  been  re-appninted 
by  the  present  administration,  notwithstanding  he 
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is  known  to  be  a  strong  Republican.  In  184G  he 
came  with  his  family  and  U)catc'(l  on  his  present 
farm  in  (lay  Tounship.  Here  lie  lias  lived  for 
forty-one  years,  and  no  man  in  all  the  township  is 
better  known  or  more  universally'  respected.  Jn 
bis  j'ounger  days  lie  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller, 
following-  that  occupation  for  about  five  years  after 
his  marriage. 

Since  coming  t<>  Washington  County,  Mr.  Mor- 
gan has  been  engaged  in  farming,  and  for  the  past 
year  in  general  merchandising  at  Clay  Station,  of 
which  he  is  Station  Agent  and  Express  Agent.  For 
eleven  j'ears  he  carried  the  mail  from  Brighton  to 
loka,  in  Keokuk  County.  Although  very  near  his 
threescore  and  ten  years,  he  is  an  active  and  well- 
preserved  man,  a  man  of  strong  mind  and  of  good 
judgment;  in  fact,  truly  a  representative  man,  one 
well  worth}'  of  representation  in  this  volume.  Like 
his  father  before  him.  he  is  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  Mrs.  Morgan  is  also  a  member  of  the 
same  society.  Jennie  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  Hattie  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  As  a  citizen,  Mr.  Morgan  has  always 
Stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  neighbors,  and 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-townsmen  with  sev- 
eral of  the  local  offices,  including  those  of  Town 
Trustee  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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W.  LEWIS,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  Washington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Oct. 
20,  1835.  He  is  the  oldest  of  the  six 
children  of  Griffith  and  Anna  W.  Lewis.  On  his 
father's  side  he  is  of  English  and  Welsh  descent, 
and  on  that  of  his  mother's,  English  and  Dutch. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, was  a  farmer  and  a  Quaker  preacher. 
Most  of  his  children  are  or  were  preachers  of  that 
faith.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  farmer  and 
a  tanner,  and  religiously,  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  F'riends.  He  was  connected  with  the 
Darlingtons  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  worthy  (if 
'  the  phrase,  "as  punctual  as  a  Darlington."  Politi- 
cally, he  was  an  Abolititjnist.  His  father,  Griffith 
Lewis,  was  a  farmer,  nurseryman  and  a  lime-burner. 


He  was  also  a   member  of  the  .>ol..-,         ,  .,  ... 

■'  -"'ohibitiAn 

politically,  an  Abolitionist,  and  an  agent  ()f  the  un- 
derground railroad.  The  remark  has  been  attrib- 
uted to  slave-hunters,  -'We  can  track  the  niggers 
to  Lewis'  hill;  there  they  seem  to  go  under."  He 
voted  for  Birney  for  President  in  1840,  and  also 
in  1844. 

Soon  after  the  birth  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
the  family  moved  to  Woodbury-,  in  what  is  now 
Morrow  County,  Ohio,  and  in  18311,  moved  to 
Champaign  Count}'  in  the  same  State.  In  1853 
they  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Cedar  County, 
where  D.  W.  for  several  years  assisted  his  father  in 
improving  a  prairie  farm.  In  his  younger  days  he 
attended  private  and  public  schools  in  his  native 
State  of  Ohio,  and  on  coming  to  Iowa,  attended 
the  country  schools,  mostly  during  the  winter 
months.  For  a  short  time  he  was  a  student  in  the 
academy  at  Springdale,  and  for  several  months  was 
a  student  of  the  Tipton  graded  school.  Later  on 
he  attended  an-academy  in  Greenwich,  Ohio,  for  a 
few  mouths,  and  also  spent  a  few  mouths  at  Ober- 
lin.  He  took  a  full  course  in  a  business  college  at 
Ponghkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Few  men  who  have  not  pur- 
sued a  regular  classical  course  in  some  college  or 
university  are  better  educated  than  Prof.  Lewis. 
This  has  been  attained  by  reading  and  private 
study,  by  attending  teachers' institutes  and  associa- 
tions, by  active  membership  in  literary  societies, 
b}'  dailj'  preparation  for  his  duties  as  a  teacher, 
and  by  contact  with  men  in  business,  polities,  etc. 

In  the  summer  of  1856,  he  taught  his  first  term 
of  school  near  his  father's  place.  This  was  a  sub- 
scription school,  and  the  amount  received  for  the 
thirteen  weeks'  term  amounted  to  $44.  After  this, 
until  the  fall  of  1864,  he  taught  school  only  during 
the  winter  months.  Since  then  teaching  has  been 
his  onl}'  profession,  and  with  the  exception  of  two, 
terms  in  Ohio,  and  nearly  a  year  in  Nebraska,  has 
been  in  the  schools  and  institutes  of  Iowa.  In 
January,  1865,  he  went  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  as 
principal  of  the  Third  Ward  Grammar  School,  and 
there  remained  for  three  years  and  a  half.  In  1868 
he  came  to  Washington,  Iowa,  as  Superintendent 
and  Principal  of  the  High  School.  After  tliice 
years'  work  here,  he  taught  an  Indian  school  on  the 
Winnebago  Reservation  in  Nebraska,  after  which 
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years!  lias  l)cen  Supi-iintcndent  and  either  sc)le 
teacher  t>r  Principal  of  the  lligli  School.  The  firr^t 
institute  work  of  Prof.  Lewis  was  in  the  old-fash- 
ioned one-week  institute.  In  1S72  and  18TiJ,  he 
taught  in  Normal  institutes  in  Cedar  Count}',  and 
in  1874,  in  a  long  Normal  in  Washington.  In 
187.'),  the  first  Normal  institute  under  the  State  law 
was  iield,  and  Prof.  Lewis  was  one  of  the  instruct- 
ors in  Washington.  The  nextyear  he  taught  in  the 
Muscatine  Institute.  In  187(!  he  again  taught  in 
Washington,  and  tiien  for  seven  years  was  con- 
ductor of  the  \Vashingtoii  Normal  Institute.  The 
two  years  succeeding  he  <lid  no  institute  work,  l)ut 
in  18s().  taught  didactics,  geography  and  aiitii- 
niotic  in  the  institute  of  Louisa  <  'ountj'. 

In  both  school  and  institute  work.  Prof.  Lewis 
has  ever  aimed  to  be  practical,  believing  that  the 
great  object  in  public  education  is  so  to  train  the 
pupils  in  honest  study,  clear  thinking,  direct  ex- 
pression and  good  habits  of  body  and  mind,  that 
the  State  will  be  furnished  with  reliable  citizens  in 
both  politics  and  business.  Politically,  Prof. 
Lewis  was  brought  up  an  Abolitionist,  but  is  now 
and  has  been  since  the  organization  of  the  party,  a 
Republican,  though  never  believing  in  the  doctrine, 
"My  part}',  right  or  wrong."  He  is  a  teetotaler 
and  a  Prohibitionist,  believing  the  f(jriner  to  be 
safe,  and  the  latter  a  necessity.  Religiously,  he 
was  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  orthodox  Kriends, 
and  3'et  has  a  strong  love  for  that  denomination, 
but  !vs]age  grows  on,  he  sa3's  he  feels  less  like  mag- 
nifying differences,  and  rejoices  the  more  in  the 
fact  of  a  growing  unit}'  among  Christians. 

In  1871,  Prof.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage 
with  !Miss  Mar}-  .1.  Hamilton,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Margaret  Hamilton.  They  have  one 
child,  Pauline  Lewis.  Before  her  marriage  Mrs. 
Lewis  had  taught  for  several  years  in  the  schools 
of  Washington.  While  in  Nebraska  she  taught  an 
Indian  school  separate  from  that  taught  by  Prof. 
Lewis.  After  returning  to  Washington,  she  tiiught 
eight  years  in  the  city  schools,  since  which  time 
she  li.as  taught  but  two  terms,  but  for  several 
years  has  been  one  of  the  instructors  in  the  Wash- 
ington County  Normal  Institute.  Few  women  are 
belter  poste<l  or  can  express  themselves  more  in- 
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telligently  than  Mrs.  Lewis.  Her  school  and 
institute  work  has  always  been  entirely  satisfactory, 
and  it  is  only  from  choice  that  she  does  not  fill  a 
position  in  the  public   schools  at  the  present  time. 

Prof.  Lewis  has  been  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
State  Teachers'  Association,  and  has  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Treasurer  of  that  association  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  In  1882  he  was  presented  with  a 
fine  gold-headed  cane  by  the  Teachers'  Association 
of  the  .St.atc,  as  an  expression  of  high  regard  for 
him  as  a  teacher  and  friend  of  educatif)n.  At 
present  he  is  a  member  of  the  Stale  Kducational 
Council,  composed  of  thirty-seven  members.  The 
public  library  of  Washington  has  always  found  in 
Prof.  Lewis  a  friend,  and  since  its  organization  he 
has  been  one  of  its  Trustees. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Prof.  Lewis  is  presented  to  the 
patrons  of  the  Amum,  as  will  be  seen  on  an  accom- 
panying page. 


ORERT  W.  Ml  KLROY.  for  twenty-seven 
years  a  Constable  in  A\ashiiigtt)n,  is  a 
native  of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  born 
;.Tan.  10,  1818.  He  is  the  son  of  Robert 
and  Ilann.ah  (Wilson)  McKlroy,  the  former  being 
of  Scotch  descent,  his  father,  Thomas  McElroy,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  emigrating  from  Scot- 
land at  a  very  early  day,  and  locating  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Robert  and  Hannah  McElroy  were  the 
l)arents  of  eight  children,  Robert  W.  now  being 
the  only  one  living.  They  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  much  respected.  The 
former  died  in  1824,  and  the  latter  in  1836. 

Robert  W.  McElroy  was  reared  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  its  common  subscription  schools  re- 
ceived what  little  education  he  obtained.  His 
father  dying  when  he  was  but  six  years  old,  leav- 
ing his  mother  in  limited  circumstances  financially, 
necessitated  his  leaving  the  parental  roof  at  an  early 
age  that  he  might  make  his  own  living.  He  was 
married  in  1837  to  Miss  Matilda  Reed,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  children:  Rixchel  A.,  now  the  wife  of 
Reuben  F.  Riley,  a  merchant  tJiilor  of  Washington; 
Thomas  1).,  a  commercial  traveler,  now  resi<les  in 
Marshalltowii,  Iowa;  Mary,  .loseph   E.  and    Frank 
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are  at  home;  Charles  M.  resides  in  Davenport,  and 
William  C.  is  engaged  in  railroading. 

In  IwriO,  Mr.  McElroj-,  with  his  family,  left  his 
native  State  and  came  to  Iowa,  being  preceded  in 
1843  b}'  a  brother,  throngh  whose  inllnence  he 
came  West.  He  located  in  Washington,  where  he 
has  since  continned  to  reside,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  one  of  its  best  known  and  highl\-  respected 
citizens.  Mr.  McElroy  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Rochester  Lodge,  Beaver  Connty,  Pa.,  previous  to 
coming  West.  On  his  arrival  here  he  fonnd  no 
lodge  of  the  order'and  therefore  assisted  in  the  or- 
ganization of  Washington  Lodge  No.  20,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  was  its  first  .S.  W.  and  second  W.  M. 
While  W.  JI.  he  represented  the  lodge  at  the 
Grand  Lodge  held  at  Mt.  Pleasant  in  1854.  When 
Eleazer  Cleniraens  died  in  1852,  he  had  charge  of 
the  funeral  services.  At  that  time  of  the  organiza- 
tion there  were  not  seven  Masons  in  the  whole 
connty.  He  has  lived  to  see  a  wonderful  increase 
in  the  growth  of  the  order  here,  notwithstanding 
the  opposition  it  has  met  with  from  its  opponents. 
Mr.  McElroy  is  also  a  member  of  Cyrus  Chapter 
No.  13,  R.  A.  M.,  and  has  been  Tyler  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter  for  many  years.  In  the  suc- 
cess of  the  order  he  has  always  been  greatly 
interested,  believing  its  principles  are  such  as  make 
better  men  and  better  members  of  society. 

Politically,  Mr.  McElroy  commenced  his  voting 
life  as  a  Whig,  but  since  its  organization  has  been 
an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  been  honored  113-  his 
party  and  fellow-citizens  generall}'  with  various  local 
offices.  For  twenty-seven  3'ears  he  has  been  a  Consta- 
ble in  this  city  ;  was  the  first  City  Marshal  and  served 
seven  years.  He  was  Coroner  of  the  county  two 
terms,  and  as  such,  in  the  absence  of  Sheriff 
Hawthorne  in  the  service  of  his  countr3'  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  was  ex-officio  Sheriff  of  the 
county. 

Religiously,  for  many  years  t;»ur  subject  has  been 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  body  his  wife  is  also  a  member.  As  an  im- 
portant part  of  Christianity,  he  considers  the  cau.se 
of  tempciauce,  and  in  that  cause  has  been  a  willing 
^  worker.  He  was  a  worthy  patriarch  of  the  first 
division  of  the  Sous  of  Temperance   organized  in 


Washington,  and  when  the  question  of  prohibition 
was  submitted  as  a  State  measure  he  was  on  the 
side  of  God  and  home  against  the  saloon. 

For  thirtj'-seven  years  Mr.  McElroy  has  Ijeen  a 
citizen  of  Washington.  He  has  witnessed  its 
growth  and  that  of  tlie  connty  till  cit^'  and  connty 
are  numbered  among  the  best  in  the  fair  State  of 
Iowa.  In  the  work  accomplished  he  has  done  his 
p.art  in  a  faithful  manner.  He  has  always  enjo3'ed 
the  good-will  and  confidence  of  the  people,  and  in 
his  daily  life  has  acted  strictly  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Golden  Rule.  For  fift3'  j'ears  he  and  his 
aged  wife  have  lived  happily  together,  and  that 
many  more  3ears  nia3'  be  added  to  the  past  before 
being  called  away,  is  the  wish  of  all  with  whom 
they  are  acquainted.  On  Tuesda3-,  Aug.  2,  1887, 
his  golden  wedding  was  celebrated  at  his  residence, 
where  his  many  friends  presented  him  and  his  wife 
with  a  number  of   beautiful  and  valuable  presents. 
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V|j  OHN  McCLELLAND  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  10,  Washington 
Township,  this  count3'.  He  was  born  in 
)  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  .July  '.),  1823.  His 
father,  .Tohn  McClelland,  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who  came  with  his  parents  to  this  country  when 
but  seven  3'ears  of  age,  and  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  was  sul)sequentl3'  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Keister.  They  were  the  parents  of 
fifteen  children,  fourteen  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
William  now  resides  in  Washington;  James  resides 
in  Michigan;  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  Peter  Keister, 
resides  in  this  county;  Erskine  is  in  Colorado; 
Nathan,  when  last  heard  from,  was  in  Australia; 
John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Job  is  in  Ana- 
mosa.  Col. ;  Phfpbe  is  the  wife  of  John  McKinzie, 
of  Ainsworth,  this  county;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Archibald  (iraham,  resides  in  Missouri;  Hannah, 
the  wife  of  .lohn  McClelland ;  Jemima,  a  widow, 
resides  in  Missouri;  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  William 
O.  Wallace,  and  Rosanna,  the  wife  of  .lohn  Work, 
are  residents  of  this  count3'. 

In  1831  the  famil)'  settled  in  Butler  County, 
Pa.,  and  in  1855  came  to  Washington  ('ount3", 
Iowa.     In  politics,  John  McClelland,  Sr.,  was  first 
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a  Whig  and  ivfterwarrl  a  Ro|)nblican,  but  at  all 
times  a  strong  anti-slavery  man.  and  a  strong  Pro- 
hibitionist. -John  and  Klizabeth  McClelland  lived 
together  as  man  an<l  wife  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
The}'  were  niemliers  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  while  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  McClel- 
lend  was  an  Elder  in  his  local  congregation,  lie 
died  M.iy  2,  1K7I,  and  his  wife  June  S,  187.5. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Alle- 
gheny and  Butler  Counties,  Pa.  In  I84()  he  came 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
one  year,  and  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania  on 
account  of  the  desire  of  his  father.  Remaining  in 
his  native  State  for  about  eight  years,  in  18;)5  he 
returned  to  this  county  and  settled  upon  the  land 
where  he  now  lives.  In  1858  Mr.  McClelland  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  J.  Cain,  a  na- 
tive of  Carroll  County,  Ohio.  B}'  this  union  there 
were  six  children,  five  yet  living:  Job,  the  eldest 
son,  is  an  attorney -at-law ;  he  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Washington  County,  supple- 
mented by  a  partial  course  at  Washington  Acad- 
era3'.  W^lien  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  com- 
menced reading  law  in  the  ulliee  of  Kellogg  & 
Wilson,  in  the  meantime  teaching  school  two  terms, 
serving  .as  Township  Assessor  one  }"ear,  and  w<jrk- 
ing  in  the  harvest  field  during  the  season.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  .Tune  ',»,  1887.  In  politics,  he 
strongl}'  .advocates  the  principles  of  the  Repulilican 
party.  James  died  at  the  age  of  twent}',  at  .Santa 
Fe,  N.  M.;  Justin.  Belle,  William  and  Eliza  J., 
reside  at  hi)me.  Mrs.  McClelland  died  in  1872, 
mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  She  was  a 
sincere  Christian  woman,  and  a  nieuiber  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Ciiurch.  .Mr.  .McClelland  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Birne\-,  the  Free-soil  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  On  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  identified  hjmself  with  it.  and 
hiis  since  continued  to  advocate  its  principles. 

Mr.  .McClelland  came  to  Washington  County 
.soon  after  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  The 
country  wiis  new,  and  the  settlements  few  and  far 
between.  The  railroad  which  now  traverses  every 
county  In  the  Slate,  au'l  which  reaches  every 
county  seat,  did  not  then  come  within  hundreds  of 
mile;:.  The  changes  that  have  since  been  made 
M* 


can  scarcely-  be  realized  even  b^^  the  old  settlers. 
The  country  then  new.  is  now  dotted  all  over  with 
fine  farm  houses,  and  among  the  most  comfortable 
is  that  of  John  McClelland,  situated  upon  section 
10,  Washington  Township.  Religiousl}'.  Mr.  Mc- 
Clelland is  a  United  Presbyterian,  a  member  of 
the  Irving  Lake  Church  of  Washington.  He  is 
w.ell  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  count}'. 
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J'~l  C.  McCartney  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  ami  stock-raising  on  section  15. 
Dutch  Creek  T(»wnship.  He  was  born  July 
'  2;i,  1848.  in(4uernse3'  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
son  of  .1.  and  Mary  A.  (Skinner)  .McCartney.  His 
father  w.as  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  1822.  and 
came  to  America  in  company  with  his  parents  about 
182!).  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  after  pur- 
chasing tickets  for  the  family  to  New  York,  and 
while  at  Liverpool,  was  robbed  of  ^1,500,  all  that 
he  had,  and  therefore  when  he  landed  at  New  York 
he  was  without  a  dollar. 

The  father  of  <jur  subject  was  a  weaver  by 
tr.ade.  who.  after  landing  in  New  York,  started 
out  to  seek  emplo^Mnent  at  his  trade,  going  up  the 
Hudson  River  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  joined 
b}'  the  famil}',  and  where  all  put  their  earnings  to- 
gether, and  were  in  a  short  time  in  fairl}'  comfort- 
able circumstances.  They  lived  at  Utica  some  four 
or  five  years,  and  then  moved  to  Guernsey  Count}', 
Ohio,  and  bought  a  farm.  In  that  count}-  liis  par- 
ents were  married,  his  father  purchasing  a  small 
farm  near  Londonderry.  Ohio,  and  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming.  He  remained  on  that  farm  un- 
til the  fall  of  18(;0,  when  he  sold  the  .same  and  came 
to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  located  on  sec- 
tion 15,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased sixty  .acres  of  tine  farming  laud,  where  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  now  resides,  being  the  only 
living  child  of  his  father's  family.  In  1880,  his 
parents  moved  to  W.ashington,  Iowa,  where  they 
now  resi<lc,  his  father  being  sixty-five  years  of  age, 
and  mother  sixty-two.  Both  are  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Ill  ls;8(t.  the  subject  of  this  sketch  took  full  con- 
trol of  the   farm;  he  now  owns  100  acres  of   fine 
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prairie  land,  and  takes  pleasure  in  looking  after  the 
comforts  of  his  aged  parents.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  Jan.  1,  1^69,  with  Miss  Kate  Martin,  a 
native  of  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  born  Feb.  1, 
1847,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Foulkes) 
Martin,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio.  Her  father  died  March  19,  1883, 
and  was  buried  in  Crawford  Count}',  Ohio.  Her 
mother  is  now  residing  in  Galion,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCartney  are  the  parents  of  one 
son,  John  B.,  born  Oct.  20,  1870,  and  resides  at 
home.  They  are  members  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church.  Politically,  Mr.  McCartnej'  is  an 
independent  Republican,  and  has  held  various 
township  offices.  He  was  Assessor  in  1831,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  three 
terms,  and  Notarj-  Public  some  eight  or  ten  years. 
In  the  discharge  of  all  his  official  duties,  he  has 
given  eminent  satisfaction.  Mr.  JNIcCartney  is  yet 
in  his  prime,  and  has  doubtless  many  years  of  use- 
fulness before  him.  P'or  some  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  at  Dublin,  but  of 
late  years  he  has  been  farming.  In  the  former 
business  he  was  quite  successful,  and  iu  the  latter 
he  is  also  making  a  success.  He  is  now  turning  his 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  stock,  en- 
deavoring to  have  a  grade  of  stock  equal  to 
any  in  Washington  County.  In  educational  mat- 
ters he  takes  special  interest,  and  is  now  educating 
his  son  at  the  academy  in  Washington.  As  a  citi- 
zen, Mr.  McCartnej"  stands  well  in  the  estimation  of 
all  who  know  him. 

<|  l»,ILLIAM  McClelland,  farmer  and 
\jjj//  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  3.  Crawford 
W^  Township,  was  born  in  Mercer  County, 
Pa.,  in  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Long)  McClelland.  John  McClelland  was 
born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  his  parents, 
William  and  Mary  (Moorcroft)  McClelland,  emi- 
grated from  Ireland  to  America,  settling  in  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  in  1806.  Robert  and  Jane,  their  elder 
children,  also  came  with  them.  Robert  married 
first  Emily  Evans,  who  bore  one  daughter,  Harriet 
Jane.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Robert  wed- 
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ded  Mary  Wood,  who  became  the  mother  of  Mary, 
Eliza  and  William.  Robert  was  a  physician  of  Mt. 
Jackson,  Pn.,  for  nKin\'  years.  He  died  at  seventy 
years  of  age,  William,  his  only  son,  being  a  lawyer 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

In  1857,  John  McClelland  emigrated  from  Mer- 
cer County,  Pa.,  to  Iowa,  settling  permanently  in 
this  county.  He  first  located  at  Am  boy,  Oregon 
Township,  where  he  died  five  months  later.  There 
were  nine  children  in  his  family,  four  of  whom  died 
in  Pennsj'lvania.  The  others  came  to  this  county. 
They  were  William,  John,  George,  Hugh  and  James. 
John  enlisted  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion in  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry,  from  which  he  was 
discharged  for  disability,  and  later,  on  recovering 
his  health,  enlisted  in  the  25th  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
was  killed  at  Lovejoy  Station  on  Sherman's  raid 
through  (Georgia.  He  had  passed  through  several 
noted  battles  unscathed,  including  Arkansas  Post, 
Helena  and  Vicksburg.  Each  bore  a  bloody 
record,  but  the  hissing  bullets  left  him  unharmed 
until  almost  the  close  of  the  war.  His  remains  were 
interred  by  the  side  of  others  of  his  brave  comrades 
who  fell  on  the  battle-field  in  Georgia.  George  be- 
came a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  graduating  in  the- 
ology from  the  noted  college  at  Monmouth,  111. 
He  is  unmarried,  and  ministers  to  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Hugh  is 
also  a  minister  of  the  same  denomination,  graduat- 
ing first  at  Monmouth,  and  later  at  Allegheny  City, 
Pa.,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  located  at  Mt.  Jack- 
son, Pa.  He  is  resident  pastor  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Sparta,  111.  Rev.  Hugh  R.  Mc- 
Clelland was  married  to  Emma  Quay,  of  Mt.  Jack- 
son, Pa.,  whose  death  occurred  about  a  year  after. 
James  graduated  in  the  literary  department  iu 
Monmouth  College,  and  then  engaged  iu  newspaper 
work,  after  which  he  taught  school  in  California. 
While  a  resident  of  that  State  he  graduated  in 
medicine,  married  Sophia  J.  Bird,  also  a  gradu- 
ate in  medicine,  and  botli  are  now  practicing  that 
noble  science  in  Fresno,  Cal.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  daughters — Bessie  B.  and  Esther. 

Our  subject  from  boyhood  was  best  suited  for 
farm  work.  Professional  life  had  no  charms  for 
him,  and  soon  after  coming  to  Iowa  he  purchased 
his  present  farm.     On  the  7th  of  June,   1805,  Miss 
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Esther  Strain,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Esther 
(Stewart)  Strain,  then  residents  of  Mahoning 
County.  Oliio.  lieeanie  Ills  wife.  Later  the  Strain 
family  came  to  this  et>unty,  and  their  iiistory  will  he 
read  el^ewliere.  .Since  the  marriage  of  William  and 
Esther  McClelland,  seven  children  iiave  graced  their 
home,  all  born  on  the  homestead  in  Crawford 
Township — ,lohn  S.,  Sadie  A.,  Margaret  E.,  Bertha 
J.,  .James  W..  Elsie  E.  and  Frank  G. 

The  eldest  .son  is  a  great  stockman,  and  will  per- 
haps become  a  veterinary  surgeon.  Margaret  E. 
will  engage  later  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  and 
the  same  desire  for  an  education  which  actuated 
other  members  of  the  family,  is  inherent  in  the 
younger  members.  An  intimate  association  with 
the  United  Presliy  tcrian  Church  is  a  characteristic 
trait  of  the  McClelland  family,  and  from  their 
coming  the  elders  have  been  members  of  that  body. 
William  McClelland  has  served  a  numlier  of  terms 
as  a  inemlier  of  tiie  .School  Board, and  h.as  espoused 
the  cause  of  education  in  its  fullest  sense.  To  this 
family,  who  have  for  thirty  ye.ars  been  prominent 
factors  in  Church  and  social  circles,  we  are  pleased 
to  accord  a  place  in  the  Portrait  .\xi)  Bioor.-vimii- 
C'AL  Alistm  of  Washington  County. 

.Since  the  death  of  Mrs.  McClclIanil,  which 
occurred  in  1883,  the  elder  daughters,  vvho,  under 
the  mother's  tiiiton,  were  taught  the  art  of  house- 
keeping in  its  fullest  sense,  have  acted  in  that 
capacit3%  and  t.aste  and  care  are  displayed  in  every 
arrangement  in  the  roonij'  farm  house. 
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^  AMES  McELROY  is  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  24,  Crawford  Township.  He  was 
born  in  Lancaster  County.  Pa.,  March  14, 
1818,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Campbell)  McElroy.  They  were  married  in  Ire- 
land, and  emigrated  to  America  about  1802,  and 
settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  their  chil- 
dren— Robert,  .John,  George,  James,  .Sarah  and 
Miirgaret — were  horn,  (ieorge  died  in  Penn.syl- 
vania,  and  Robert  was  married  in  that  State  to 
Matilda  Trout  prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family 
to  Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  in  1830. 

John  McEliH)}',  Sr.,  was  by  occupation  a  weaver, 


and  for  a  number  of  years  after  coming  to  America 
w.as  employed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  J.,ater 
he  cng.agfed  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Paradise, 
ten  miles  east  of  Lancaster,  until  their  location 
was  made  in  the  West.  After  settling  in  Indiana, 
he  purch.ased  a  tract  of  woodland,  which,  with  the 
aid  of  his  children,  was  converted  into  a  well- 
developed  farm.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  John 
McElro\'  was  married  to  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Penns}'!- 
vania,  then  the  mother  of  one  son,  John  T.aylor. 
She  bore  to  her  second  husband  two  children,  both 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  his 
second  wife,  and  after  the  removal  to  Indiana,  he 
niarric'd  .Mary  Hamilton,  of  Jefferson  County.  Ind., 
wild  liore  iiim  four  children — Eliza,  Yates,  William, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy',  Eliza  wedded  a 
gentleman  in  Indiana,  and  yet  resides  in  that  .State. 

1   perhaps  the  only  one  living  of  the  children  of  her 
mother.     Both  parents  remained  in  that  State  dur- 

'    ing  their  lifetime,  and  his  son  Jolui  now  resides  on 
the  oltl  homestead. 

John  McElroy,  Jr.,  wedded  Eliza  Graham,  who 
bore  him  four  children.  Walter,  the  eldest  son, 
lost  one  t)f  his  arms  tliiring  the  progress  of  the 
war.  Me  is  married,  and  the  father  of  several  chil- 
dren, residing  on  the  homestead  of  his  grandsire. 
The  other  children  were  John,  Elizabeth,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  Robert  McElroy,  eldest  son  of 
the  first  wife,  moved  with  the  family  to  Indiana, 
and  later,  to  Kankakee,  111.,  where  he  subsequently 
died.  He  was  the  father  of  John  (who  yet  resides 
in  that  county),  Amanda,  Paul,  Margaret,  Hettie, 
Isaac,  VV'illiam,  James  and  Hannah,  all  of  whom, 
except  those  nientioncd,  are  residents  of  Kansas, 
near  Topeka.  George  McElroy  was  married  to 
Catherine  Hare,  and  died  in  Lancaster  Count}-,  Pa. 
He.  was  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Katie,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Potts.  After  his  death,  Mrs.  McEl- 
roy married  a  man  also  named  Potts,  a  large  dealer 
in  coal  in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  Captain  of  a  company  during  the  War  of 
1812,  in  which  he  served  till  its  close. 

James  McElroy  remained  in  Indiana  until  his 
marriage,  in  1838,  to  Martha  A.  Kinnear.  In  1840 
they  came  to  this  count}-,  and  .Mr.  McElro}-  entered 
the  land  which  he  yet  owns  and  resides  upon.  The 
old  log  house  was  torn  down  in  188G,  but  some  of 
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its  timbers  are  still  on  the  farm.  All  the  children 
of  James  anrl  Martha  A.  (Kinuear)  McElroj,  ex- 
cept the  eldest  son,  John  F.,  were  born  under  its 
clapboard  roof.  John  F.  died  in  infancy,  and  in 
Crawford  Township,  Washington  Co.,  Iowa,  was 
born  Sarah  A.,  widow  of  Joseph  Rickey,  of  Louisa 
Countj-,  for  many  j'ears  a  prominent  insurance 
agent.  She  with  her  family,  consisting  of  Annie 
(wife  of  Albert  Kane),  Frankie  and  Allie,  are  resi- 
dents of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Nancy  J.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  William  Rickey,  a  resident  of  Lucas 
Countj',  Iowa,  and  mother  of  two  children — John, 
also  living  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  and  married  to 
Emma  Yeager;  Louisa,  who  married  Benjamin  F. 
Brown,  resides  in  Crawfordsville,  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children — Clara  and  William  J.  James  R. 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Margaret 
Wilson.  Rebecca  Daugherty  became  his  second 
wife,  and  has  borne  him  two  children — Mabel  and 
Ralph.  They  reside  in  Lansing,  Kan.,  and  he  is 
steward  of  the  State  Penitentiary.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Co.  I,  25th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  passed 
through  the  entire  war,  serving  in  the  most  im- 
portant battles,  and  was  with  Sherman  in  his  march 
to  the  sea.  His  weight  is  260  pounds,  having 
grown  corpulent  since  his  return  from  the  army. 
George  G.,  the  youngest  son,  married  Jane  Strain. 
They  have  two  children  —  Lizzie  and  Fred. 
George  resides  near  his  father,  on  a  farm.  Cora 
E.  wedded  Alonzo  Cochran,  of  Jefferson  County, 
Ind.  Thej^  are  now  residents  of  this  county,  and 
have  three  children — Minnie,  Willie  J.  and  Earl. 
Kate  McElroy  is  the  wife  of  William  Auburn,  of 
Wyinan,  Iowa.  One  son,  Clyde,  has  graced  their 
union. 

The  death  of  Martha  A.  McElroj'  occurred  Feb. 
13,  1875,  and  seven  years  later,  July  25,  Mr.  Mc- 
Elroy wedded  Mrs.  Hannah  (Hawthorne)  Maxwell, 
widow  of  Walter  Mazwell,  one  of  a  familj'  yet 
numerous  in  this  county.  To  Walter  Maxwell  his 
wife  bore  Thomas  W.,  husband  of  Mar3'  Fulsifer, 
who  has  borne  one  daughter,  Shirley.  Rosanna  S., 
deceased,  wedded  Alexander  Mintier.  Jane  M.  wed- 
ded John  iMiller,  and  has  borne  him  five  children — 
James  II.,  Flora,  Hannah  M.,  W^alter  and  John  A.; 
they  reside  in  Kansas  City.  Nancy  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Jasper  Moore,  of  Wyman;  they  have  one  daugh- 
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ter,  Nellie.  Margaret  H.  wedded  Frank,  son  of 
Elmer  Bennett;  one  son  was  born  to  them,  Irvin. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  arc  both  persons  of  ex- 
cellent repute,  and  have  reared  large  families.  Mrs. 
McElroy  lived  with  her  first  husband  more  than 
half  a  century.  They  located  in  Crawford  Town- 
ship April  23,  1846,  and  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  the  county.  She  is  now  in  her  seventy-fifth 
year,  and  is  hale  and  vigorous.  James  married 
Rosanna  Johnsijn,  after  whose  death  he  married 
Esther  Cunningham,  who  is  the  mother  of  five 
children — lohn  M.,  Thomas  E.,  Rosa,  Frank  and 
Lizzie. 

P.  LEWIS,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
siding on  section  3,  Brighton  Township,  is 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county,  coming 
^i^\  here  with  his  parents  in  1845.  He  was  born 
in  Decatur  County,  Ind.,  in  1833,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  B.  and  Eliza  (Donnell)  Lewis,  natives  of 
Kentucky. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
When  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  his  father 
gave  him  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  3,  where 
he  now  lives.  At  the  time  of  purchase  it  was  raw 
land,  but  has  been  improved  and  added  to  until  it 
now  comprises  270  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  township.  Oct.  6,  1858,  Mr.  Lewis 
was  married  to  Olivia  K.  Tracy,  a  native  of  Bel- 
mont County,  Ohio.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Sarah  (Moore)  Tracy,  the  former  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio,  but  of  Irish  descent. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely :  Mary  Adella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  M.  C,  a  teacher  of  music,  at  home;  Harry 
T.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  in  1873;  Helen 
Beatrice,  at  home ;  Earl  Ashton,  at  home. 

Mr.  Lewis  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  25th  Iowa  Vol. 
Inf.,  in  September,  1862,  and  served  three  years  in 
the  war  for  the  Union.  He  participated  in  the  fol- 
lowing engagements:  Battle  and  siege  of  ^'icks- 
burg,  Jackson,  Miss.,  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, Missionary  Ridge,  Taylor  Ridge,  through  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  on  the  march  to  the  sea,  thence 
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tliroiij:;!)  North  and  South  Carolina,  the  hattle  f>f  Bon- 
tonsville,  the  last  battle  of  the  war,  and  then  to  the 
grand  review  at  Washington. 

After  his  discharge,  he  returned  home  and  re- 
sumed farming,  which  occupation  he  has  followed 
continuously  to  the  present  date,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years  which  he  spent  in  Washington. 
Iowa.  Their  home  is  well  fixed  in  all  its  surround- 
ings, and  denotes  the  care  and  attention  of  a  model 
lu)useAvlfe.  Politicallj',  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  Republican. 
lie  and  his  wife  ar-i  botii  members  of  the  Second 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington. 


(i;       IVILLIAM  J 
WW      this  count 


)>,ILL1AM  McCLELLANJ).  M.  U.,  of  Wash- 
is  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  of 
ity.  lie  is  a  native  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, born  near  Pittsburgh,  Feb.  10,  181  4,  and  is  the 
oldest  son  of  John  and  Betsey  (Keister)  McClel- 
land. (See  sketch  of  John  McClelland  elsewhere 
in  this  volunu'.)  He  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  acad- 
emy at  Monroeville.  On  the  (ith  of  June,  lfi37, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clarissa  Chris- 
tie, who  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Butler  Count}-.  Sept.  10,  1814.  By  this  union 
there  were  nine  children,  five  of  whom  lived  to  be 
adults.  Those  living  to  be  adults  were  as  follows: 
\\illiani,  the  eldest  son,  enlisted  in  Co.  A.  2.5th 
Iowa  ^'ol.  Inf.,  and  after  participating  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Arkansas  Post,  siege  and  capture  of  \'icks- 
burg.  died  at  (Goodrich  Landing  from  exposure, 
Aug.  23,  18G3.  lie  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was 
made  a  Sergeant  of  a  colored  regiment;  Nellie 
married  Rev.  Samuel  Kerr,  of  Ilarrisville,  Pa., 
and  died  Sept.  11.  1874;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  S.  A. 
White,  Cashier  of  the  Kirst  National  Bank,  \\'ash- 
ingtou,  Iowa;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  John  E.  (Juth- 
rie,  of  this  city;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  W.  li.  \'an- 
atta,  and  now  resides  in  Telluride,  Miguel  Co.,  Col. ; 
Mrs.  McClelland  died  in  1874.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  highly 
esteemed  for  her  niaTiy  womanly  and  Christian 
graces.  Dr.  McClelland  was  again  married,  in  No- 
vember, 1877,  to  Susan  Spencer,  of  Lanc.ister,  Pa. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  began  reading  medi- 


cine  in  the  otfice  of  Dr.  .John  Cowden.  Portersville, 
Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  with  whom  he  subsequentlj-  formed 
a  partnership,  in  the  meantime  attending  a  course 
of  lectni'es  at  Jefferson  College,  Philadelphia.  In 
184G  he  came  with  his  family'  to  this  county,  where 
he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  and  is  now  the 
oldest  practicing  ph^^sician  in  the  count}'. 

In  his  profession  Dr.  McClelland  ranks  high,  and 
professionally  and  financially  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful since  making  his  home  in  Washington 
Count}'.  Like  his  father  before  him  he  was  always 
a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and  in  1844  cast  his 
vote  for  Birney  for  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  temperance  cause  has  also  at  all  times  found 
in  him  a  strong  advocate,  and  when  the  question 
of  prohibition  was  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple he  urged  in  a  strong  manner  the  adoption  of 
the  constitutional  amendment.  Politically  he  is 
now  a  Republican,  and  has  been  acting  with  that 
party  since  its  organization  in  Washington  County 
in  185C.  With  respect  to  secret  societies  he  is  un- 
compromisingly opposed  to  them.  Religiously  he 
fellowships  vvith  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
As  a  citizen  and  neighbor  he  is  universally  es- 
teemed, and  in  him  the  cause  of  popular  education 
has  a  strong  and  steadfast  friend. 


^- 
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OBERT  HUTTON,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  on  section  15,  Washington 
-i  \V  Township,  where  he  has  a  well-improved 
^'^  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which 
is' under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Putnam,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  20,  1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Jean- 
nette  (Shiell)  llutton,  the  former  being  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  of  Sct>tch  descent,  while  the  latter 
was  born  in  Scotland.  The  former  died  in  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-four, and  the  latter  died  in  1853  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
an<l  has  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
through  life.  He  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  in  18C9,  and  located  on  his  present  farm,  on 
which   he  has   made  all  of  the  improvements  that    y 
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are  now  to  be  seen.  On  the  farm  be  bas  a  large 
two-story  frame  dwelling  with  good  barns  and  out- 
buildings, 

Mr.  Hutton  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Margaret  Easton,  to  whom  he  was 
wedded  in  1833.  .She  was  also  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1815.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  of  whom  two  are  living: 
■leannette,  wife  of  Andrew  L.  Beveridge,  of  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  has  three  children — Mar- 
garet. Sarah  and  Edward;  Peter,  the  third  child, 
married  Ellen  McLaughlin,  now  deceased ;  they 
have  two  children — Andrew  A.  and  Anna  L.  Eliza- 
beth, now  deceased,  married  John  Davidson,  by 
whom  she  had  three  children — Robert  II.,  Margaret 
E.  and  .lohn.  Mrs.  Hutton  died  in  1842,  and  in 
184G  Mr.  Hutton  married  Miss  Mary  Blake,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Patterson)  Blake, 
a  native  of  the  town  of  Jackson,  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1801).  One  child  was  born 
to  them,  Robert  A.,  who  married  Elizabeth  A., 
daughter  of  F.  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Siiaw)  Duncan, 
born  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  Oct.  1,  1852.  They 
have  two  children,  William  A.  and  Murray  L. 
Robert  A.  resides  with  his  father  and  manages  the 
farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutton  are  respected  members  of 
the  First  tfuited  Presbyterian  Church  of  Washing- 
ton, Iowa.  They  started  in  life  poor,  with  nothing 
but  good  health  and  strong  arms,  but  by  good 
management,  economy  and  fair  dealing,  he  has  ac- 
quired a  nice  property,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  inrtnential  citizens  of  Wahsington  County,  and 
is  universally'  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

A.  CUSTER  resides  on  section  31,  Franklin 
Township,  and  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  He  was  boin  in  Mont- 
(^^  gomery  County,  Pa.,  in  1849,  and  is  a  son 
of  P.  Y.  and  H.  B.  (Albright)  Custer,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  18.57,  he  came  West 
with  his  parents,  who  located  in  Fulton,  111.,  and 
were  there  engaged  in  farming.  In  1875  he  left 
home  and  went  to  the  Black  Hills,  where  he  re- 
mained till  the  fall  of   1877,  then  returned   as  far 


east  as  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
farming  and  teaming.  While  in  the  Black  Hills, 
he  was  engaged  in  teaming  and  mining,  with  the 
exception  of  nine  months  when  he  served  in  the 
regular  army  under  (4en.  Crook,  in  the  campaign 
against  Sitting  Bull.  He  was  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Custer  massacre,  and  was  wounded  in  a  skirm- 
ish with  the  Indians  near  Ft.  Reno,  which  disabled 
him  from  further  service. 

In  1878  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  L. 
J.  Sutherland,  a  native  of  Keokuk  County,  Iowa, 
and  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Martha  Jane  (Mil- 
ler) Sutherland.  They  have  two  children :  Jesse 
H.,  born  May  15,  1880,  in  Colfax  County,  Neb.; 
Charles  Frederick,  born  in  Fulton  Count}',  111.,  Feb. 
13,  1882.  The  family  came  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  in  1885,  Mr.  Custer  purchasing  a  farm  of  160 
acres  on  section  31,  where  he  now  resides. 

In  addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  Custer  has 
engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  breeding  of  Poland- 
China  hogs,  all  of  which  are  eligible  to  register  in 
American  Poland -China  Register.  He  has  some 
fine  specimens  of  the  breed,  a  short  account  of 
which  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  the  raising  of  graded  cattle, 
having  several  head  of  Polled  Angus.  Mr.  Custer 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
His  mother  died  in  Fulton  County,  111.,  M.ay  19, 
1887,  where  his  father  still  resides.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


J.  STURGEON  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  section  7,  Dutch  Creek  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  near  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  John  River,  in  New  Brunswick,  Aug.  28, 
1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Olivia  (Inis) 
Sturgeon,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
and  the  parents  of  eight  children :  W.  J.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Mary  .T.,  the  wife  of  Lewis 
Campbell,  a  farmer  in  Dutch  Creek  Township;  Ed- 
ward, a  twin  brother  of  Mrs.  Campbell,. is  a  farmer 
now  residing  in  Merced  County,  Cal. ;  .Susan,  widow 
of  William  Lyle,  resides  in  Southern  California;  J. 
C.   is   a  farmer  residing  in  Merced   County,  Cal. 
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Samuel  Sturgeon  was  a  minister  in  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Churcli.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1827,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 

About  1840,  Mr.  Sturgeon  made  a  trip  through 
Illinois  and  Iowa,  doing  missionar}'  work.  Re- 
turning to  Pennsj'lvania  the  following  j'ear.  he 
brought  hi.s  family  and  stock  during  the  winter  of 
1841-42  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa.  In  the  spring  of 
1842  he  came  to  Washington  County  and  entered 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  17,  Dutch  Creek  Town- 
ship, and  in  addition  to  the  necessary  farm  work, 
continued  preaching  the  (iospel  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  18;j4,  while  away  from  home  on 
a  preaching  tour.  Mrs.  Sturgeon  died. Fuly  4,  187.0, 
at  the  age  of  eighty. 

William  J.  .Sturgeon  and  Miss  Mary  Burnside 
were  united  in  marriage  in  1850.  She  is  a  native 
of  Ohio.  To  them  five  children  were  born:  Samuel 
is  at  present  .Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Garner, 
Hancock  Co.,  Iowa;  .James  resides  near  Nas- 
sau, Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa;  Thomas  is  a  farmer  in 
Adams  C(junty,  this  State;  Olivia  is  the  wife  of  ,1. 
R.  Barnes,  general  agent  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Co.,  in 
Huron,  Dak.;  Ada  May  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Williamson,  a  farmer  in  Greeley  County,  Ivan.; 
F'rank  E.  and  Chalmers  R.  are  at  home. 

In  18.i4,  Jlr.  .Sturgeon  bougiit  106  .acres  of  land 
on  section  7,  Dutch  Creek  Townshij),  to  which  he 
has  since  added  forty  acres,  .and  has  now  a  farm  of 
206  acres  under  a  liigli  stale  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Sturgeon  li.as  taken  special  |)ride  in  giving  e.ach  of 
his  children  a  good  education,  and  all  are  now  fill- 
ing useful  positions.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  ,Se|)t.  G,  lisd;').  She  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbj'terian  Cliurcli,  .and  took  an  active 
part  in  all  Church  work.  On  the  10th  of  .Mav, 
1866,  iMr.  Sturgeon  was  united  in  marri.age  witii 
Miss  Roxanna  Smith,  liorn  Aug.  G,  1 836,  and  daugh- 
ter of  .Jacob  and  Margaret  (Ronald)  Smith,  the 
former  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  of 
Vermont.  Ucr  father  died  in  March,  1879,  at  the 
age  of  sevcnt3--five.  The  mother  died  July  30, 
1887,  at  the  age  of  eight3--slx.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Sturgeon  have  two  children,  Kraiik 
E.  and  Chalmers  R.  Mr.  .Sturgeon  Is  a  man  who 
believes  iu  making  good  use  of  his   opportunities, 


and  as  the  opportunity  was  afforded  him,  he  visited 
various  points  of  interest  in  California,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1887  made  a  trip  to  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
which  was  of  special  interest  to  him.  He  was 
Postmaster  under  Presidents  T.aylor  and  Fillmore 
for  four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturgeon  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  he  being 
one  of  the  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Dutch  Creek 
Township.  He  Is  a  man  of  good  judgment,  and  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen ;  he  has  been  Trustee  and 
Township  Clerk  for  several  terms.  In  his  farming 
operations  he  Is  making  a  specialty  of  Short-horn 
cattle.  Kverything  about  his  place  betokens  thrift 
and  enterprise. 
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fr^jDGARJ.  MEACIIAM,  M.  D.,  Wa.shington, 
Is  a  native  of  Washington  Countj',  Iowa, 
born  April  7,  1852.  His  father,  Marcellus 
INIeacham,  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in 
1818,  was  tiiere  reared,  and  received  a  lilicral  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  Western  Reserve 
Seminary  at  West  Farmington,  Ohio.  After  leav- 
ing sciiool  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  time,  and 
in  1842  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  France,  who 
died,  leaving  one  child,  Catherine  L.,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  R.  X.  Hall,  M.  1).,  of  Chicago.  He 
subsequently  married  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  Miss 
Mary  France,  by  whom  he  liad  four  children:  Lu- 
cretia  E.,  now  the  wife  of  H.  S.  Robinson,  of  Claj' 
Township,  Washington  County';  Dr.  Edgar  J.,  of 
Washington;  Dudley  A.,  a  farmer  in  Clay  Town- 
ship; Carrie  E.,  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Townseud,  Treas- 
urer of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Chicago,  111. 

In  1842  Marcellus  Meacham  came  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Wasiiington  County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a 
claim  of  160  acres  In  what  Is  now  Cla3-  Township, 
on  which  was  a  log  cabin,  and  on  which  some  im- 
provements had  been  made.  To  this  claim  he 
added  forty  acres,  making  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres. 
This  farm  he  improved  till  it  became  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county.  In  earlj'  life  Mr.  Meacham 
was  an  old-line  N\'liig,  believing  firmly  In  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party.  He  was,  though,  at  all  times, 
anti-slavery  In  his  views,  and  when  the  Whig  party 
ceased  to  exist  for   the   reason   that  it  could   not 
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adapt  itself  to  the  altered  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
country,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  adopt  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  new  Republican  party,  being  a  dele- 
gate to  the  convention  which  effected  its  organiza- 
tion in  Washington  Coiint3'.  With  that  party  he 
continued  to  act  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1875.  He  was  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with 
several  local  otflces,  and  was  Postmaster  of  Clay 
post-ottice  for  thirty  j'ears,  a  longer  period  than 
any  like  officer  in  the  State  at  that  time.  Relig- 
ioush',  he  was  identified  with  the  Congregational- 
ists,  and  gave  liberallj'  of  his  means  for  the  support 
of  the  Gospel.  Mrs.  Meacham  is  still  living,  making 
her  home  in  Chicago. 

Edgar  J.  Meacham,  of  whom  we  now  write,  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  began  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Clay  Township,  and  com- 
pleted his  studies  at  the  Iowa  City  Academy,  at  Iowa 
City.  In  1876  he  began  reading  medicine  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  W.  E.  Eraser,  in  Washington,  and  in  1877  at- 
tended hi^  first  course  of  lectures  at  Rush  Aledical 
College,  Chicago,  graduating  from  that  institution 
with  high  honors  in  1879.  On  completing  his  course 
he  went  to  Cimarron,  N.  M.,  where  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  Not  liking  the  place 
he  moved  to  Concordia,  Cloud  Co.,  Kan.,  in  June, 
1880,  where  he  remained  nearl}^  three  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1883  he  spent  a  short  time  in  Bellevue 
Hospital,  N.  Y.,  and  also  visited  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal hospitals  in  Boston,  that  he  might  further  per- 
fect himself  in  his  chosen  profession. 

Leaving  the  East,  Mr.  Meacham  returned  to 
Washington,  Iowa,  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  old  preceptor,  Dr.  Eraser,  which  partnership 
continued  one  year,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
alone,  his  practice  annually  incre.isiug.  The  Doc- 
tor is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Washington 
County  Medical  Assuciation,  and  of  the  District 
Medical  Association,  and  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. Dr.  Meacham  was  married  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1875,  to 
Miss  Austa  K.  Lamberson,  daughter  of  Charles 
Lambersou,  a  prominent  farmer  of  that  county. 
By  this  union  there  are  two  children,  Marcellus  and 
Paul. 

Just  after  reaching  his  m.ijority,  and  some  three 
years  before  commencing  the  study  of  medicine, 


the  Doctor  crossed  the  plains  to  Colorado  with  a 
drove  of  cattle  and  horses,  being  seventy-five  days 
in  making  the  trip.  While  the  trip  was  a  hard  one 
it  was  somewhat  enjoyable,  and  he  felt  repaid  for 
the  experience.  Religiously,  Dr.  Meacham  is  con- 
nected with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  while  in 
Kansas  was  ordained  an  Elder  in  that  body.  In 
the  work  of  the  Church  he  has  long  evinced  a'deep 
interest,  and  is  willing  to  give  of  his  time  and 
means  to  advance  the  cause.  In  temperance  reform 
he  takes  the  same  active  interest  as  in  the  work  of 
the  Church,  believing  that  true  temperance  is  a 
part  of  Christianity.  Politically,  he  works  with 
and  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  Socially,  he  is 
greatly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 
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AVID  H.  ARMSTRONG,  Washington, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  AVayne  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  2,  1820.  His  father,  Rowland  Arm- 
strong, was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
tanner  and  currier  by  trade.  He  married  Jane 
Donald,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children,  two  yet  living:  David  H.,  of 
this  city,  and  Mar}^  wife  of  S.amuel  Boyd,  of  Alle- 
gheny Countj',  Pa.  About  1822  the  family  moved 
to  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  and  from  there  to  Pittsburgh, 
Rowland  Armstrong,  politically,  was  a  Whig,  but 
with  strong  anti-slavery  views.  Religiously,  he 
and  his  were  Presbyterians.  Mrs.  Armstrong  died 
in  1843,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  in  1874. 

David  H.  Armstrong  was  i-eared  in  Allegheny 
City,  Pa.,  and  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  place.  In  early  life  he  learned  the 
mason's  trade,  which  he  has  followed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  He  was  married  in  Allegheny 
Citj',  in  1843,  to  Miss  Letitia  Melville,  a  daughter 
of  James  Melville ;  she  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
Countj%  Pa.,  in  1824.  By  this  union  there  were 
ten  children :  .James  M.  is  an  attorney-at-law  at 
Spokam  Ealls,  Wyo. ;  for  some  years  he  was  Reg- 
ister of  the  United  States  land-office  at  that  place, 
but  was  retired  by  President  Cleveland.  He  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  12th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Atlanta  lost  a  foot.    Rowland  H.   resides 
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in  this  city;  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  l.'Uh  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  served  his  country  faitlifiilly  for 
three  years.  Charles  L.  left  home  soon  after  the 
war  and  has  not  been  heard  from  since  1867; 
Samuel  M.  is  a  photojirapher  in  Washington,  Iowa; 
John  I>.  is  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Freehmd, 
Col.;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  John  Shields  of  this  city; 
Jennie  L.  is  the  widow  of  Alexander  H.  .Mclvee, 
who  died  in  Jaunary,  1883;  Air.  Mclvee  was  a  man 
nniversall}'  respected  by  all.  Frank  C.  is  a  ranch- 
man near  San  Marcial,  N.  M.;  William  D.  and 
David  II.,  Jr.,  are  also  in  New  Mexico. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Armstrong  came  with  his  family  to 
Washington,  where  he  engaged  in  his  trade  of 
masonry,  and  which  he  followed  until  1862,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  13th  Iowa  Infantrj'  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Soon  after  his  enlist- 
ment he  was  placed  on  detatched  duty  in  the  mail 
service,  and  was  first  stationed  at  A'icksburg.  At 
the  time  Hood  made  his  attack  on  Nashville,  he  was 
in  the  city.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  at  which  time  he  was  on  de- 
tached service  at  Selma,  Ala.  Receiving  notice  of 
his  muster  out,  he  returned  home  and  remained  at 
Washington  until  1879,  whpn  he  went  to  Kansas, 
Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  In  1887  he  again  re- 
turned to  Washington,  where  he  now  resides. 

Mrs.  Armstrong  died  in  1872.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  her  life  ex- 
emplified the  teachings  of  the  Savior.  She  was 
loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  radical  Repub- 
lican, with  which  part}-  he  has  been  connected  since 
its  organization.  He  was  a  .Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  six  years.  As  a  citizen,  Iw  is  well  known  and 
universally  respected. 
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j^  R.  W.  P.  RODMAN,  deceased,  was  born 
jj)  in  Douglasstown,  Rucks  Co.,  Pa.,  March  20, 
1817,  anil  when  he  was  about  one  year  of 
age  liis  parents  moved  to  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  matriculated  at  Kou- 
yon  College,  (iambier,  Ohio,  then  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  Rishop  Chase.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  students  of  this  now  celel)rated   Kpiscopal  eol- 
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lege,  which  was  at  that  time  not  completed,  the 
school  then  being  held  in  a  log  cabin.  He  remained 
,  several  years  at  Kenyon  College,  when  he  com- 
pleted his  classical  studies,  returned  to  Zanesville, 
and  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  tutelage 
I  of  Dr.  Morehead,  graduating  at  the  College  of  Med- 
j  icine  and  Surgery,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1838.  The 
same  year  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
BellefontJiine,  Ohio.  Relocating  in  the  spring  of 
1840,  at  Martinsbnrg,  Knox  Co.,  Ohio,  he  remained 
there  until  his  removal  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  in  -Maj-,  1856.  Dr.  Rodman's  marriage  was 
celebrated  Oct.  22,  1839,  Miss  Edith  T.  Cadwalla- 
der,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  becoming  his  wife.  Three 
sons  graced  their  marriage:  Alfred  A.,  physician 
and  druggist,  of  W.ashiugton,  Iowa;  Charles  C, 
deceased,  who  w.is  a  merchant  of  Washington, 
prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1867,  and 
George,  editoi'  of  the  W^ashington  Democrat. 

Dr.  Rodman  located  at  Washington  when  the 
town  was  in  its  infancy,  but  from  his  coming  in 
1856  till  his  demise  in  1882,  he  was  regarded  by 
the  public  as  oiie  of  the  most  skillful  physicians  in 
the  West.  He  was  a  great  reader  and  a  logical 
reasoner.  He  was  educated  in  the  Kpiscopal  Church, 
and  ever  revered  its  forms  and  ceremonies,  but 
there  being  no  church  of  tiiat  denomination  where 
he  resided  in  his  boyhood,  he  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  remaining  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  same  until  his  death.  He  was  a  Chris- 
tian in  every  sense.  To  those  who  knew  him  best, 
he  was  talkative,  genial  and  jovial.  He  never  did 
an  action  for  policy's  sake,  and  cared  nothing  for 
friends  who  must  be  won  b\'  favoring.  Reticent 
and  uniissuming  in  a  high  degree,  he  yet  possessed 
opinions  which  were  boldly  expressed.  The  Doc- 
tor's ideas  of  right  and  justice  were  severe,  j'et  he 
had  the  largest  charity  for  the  frailties  and  weak- 
nesses of  humanity.  Intentionally  he  wronged  no 
one,  and  seldom  forgave  a  wrong  done  him.  Car- 
ing nothing  for  the  position  in  society'  of  any  one, 
he  loved  honest}',  integrity  and  manliness,  wher- 
ever they  existed,  be  the  sul>ject  wealthy  or  poor. 
He  was  gentle  as  a  child,  and  made  his  family  the 
objects  of  his  worship,  and  nothing  could  recon- 
cile him  to  their  sepai'ation.  He  never  punished  in 
any   way   one    of  his  children,   neither  did  either 
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of  them  cause  him  a  moment's  pain.  His  patients 
became  friends  who  loved  iiini  for  his  tidelity,  gen- 
tleness and  candor,  and  no  man  was  ever  the  recipi- 
ent of  fuller  confidence  than  he  received  from  them, 
in  whose  behalf  he  endured  hardships  and  expos- 
ure which  shortened  his  life.  A  physician's  life  is  full 
of  kindness,  charity  and  heroism  that  the  world 
never  dreams  of.  A  few  weeks  before  his  death  a 
rapid  decline  was  noticed.  He  sank  quietly  to 
sleep — that  dreamless  sleep  which  knows  no  awaken- 
ing. Without  pain,  but  in  full  possession  of  his 
mental  faculties,  he  bade  farewell  to  his  wife  and 
childreu,  and  his  life  ebbed  aw.ay  .is  gently  as  the 
setting  sun  sinks  from  a  cloudless  sky.  Thus  ended 
a  life  that  was  pure  and  honorable,  for  which  death 
had  no  sting  and  the  grave  no  terrors.  The  phy- 
sicians of  this  city  acted  as  pall-bearers,  and  on 
Sabbath  afternoon,  April  2,  1882,  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Washington  Cemetery,  Rev.  White, 
his  beloved  pastor,  officiating  at  the  funeral  serv- 
ices. 

Forty-four  years  of  the  life  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Rod- 
man were  devoted  to  the  profession,  of  which  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  was  spent  in  this 
county.  His  estimable  widow  and  two  sons  are 
yet  residents  of  Washington. 
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A.  STEPHENS,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  20,  Oregon  Township,  is  a  native  of 
i^^  the  B\ickej'e  State,  born  in  Darke  County, 
in  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Effie  C. 
(Sayres)  Stephens,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  who  settled  in  Ohio  at  an  early  day. 
They  came  to  this  county  in  1839,  settling  in  Ore- 
gon Township,  where  the  former  still  resides.  The 
latter  is  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Washington 
County.  When  but  twelve  years  old  he  made  the 
overland  trip  to  California  with  his  father,  and 
there  remained  two  j'ears,  engaged  in  mining.  They 
returned  home  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama 
and  New  York.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  8th 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  one  year  after  the 
close  of  the  war.     He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pitts- 


burg Landing,  Memphis,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  and  in  the  various  engagements 
in  and  around  Mobile,  besides  many  others  of  less 
note.  The  record  of  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry  is  one 
of  which  not  onlj'  its  members,  but  every  loj'al 
citizen  of  the  country  has  just  reason  to  be  proud. 
Commencing  its  career  in  Missouri,  In  the  raid 
after  Price,  who,  "when  you  put  your  finger  on 
him  was  not  there,"  it  continued  in  the  line  of  duty 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  At  Spanish  Fort,  near 
IMobile,  it  especially  distinguished  itself,  and  sub- 
sequently had  inscribed  on  its  banner,  "First  at 
Spanish  Fort."  No  soldier  in  the  regiment  did  his 
duty  more  faithfully  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  Stephens  re- 
turned to  Washington  County,  and  in  1866  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Saraii  E.  Tenney, 
daughter  of  Perkins  and  Mary  R.  Tenney.  She 
was  born  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  1849.  They 
have  had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living — 
Velzora  V.,  Mary  E.,  Lytic  L.,  Dewitt  D..  LaMoyne 
R.,  George  E.,  Alice  J.,  Nettie  M.  and  Samuel  A. 
The  deceased  w-as  Edgar  W. 

Mr.  Stephens  came  to  Washington  County  with 
his  parents  when  but  one  year  old.  This  has  since 
been  his  home,  and  he  is  entitled  to  rank  among 
the  pioneers  of  Washington  County.  Politically, 
a  Republican,  he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  but 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-townsmen  with 
various  local  offices.  He  is  a  man  who  stands  well 
in  the  estimation  of  all  the  people  of  Oregon  Town- 
ship, by  whom  he  is  well  known,  and  among  whom 
he  has  resided  for  nearly  half  a  century. 


bEWIS  CAMPBELL,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
section  20,  Dutch  Creek  Township,  was 
born  Feb.  16,  1821,  in  Huntingdon  County, 
Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Lydia  (Bower) 
Campbell,  the  father  being  of  Scotch  descent 
and  the  mother  of  German.  His  gr.andfather 
Campbell  was  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  1821, 
Mrs.  Campbell  went  to  Perry  County,  Pa.,  and 
made  her  home  with  her  father,  where  Lewis  also 
lived  until    he  was   eleven  years  of   age.     About 
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1829,  Mrs.  Campbell  was  again  married,  to  Isaac 
Kiser,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvani;). 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  raaile  his  home  with 
his  mother  and  step-father  until  about  seventeen 
years  of  age,  assisting  in  the  farm  worlc,  and  at- 
tending the  district  schools  as  the  opportunitj'  was 
afiforded  him.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  com- 
menced worlting  at   the   carpenter's  trade,  and  in 

1844  cast  his  lot  witii  the  pioneers  of  Iowa.-     In 

1845  he  purchased  IGOacresof  land,  forty  of  which 
was  in  timber,  the  remainder  being  in  prairie.  He 
made  this  purchase  by  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
Dr.  Mealy.  On  the  "iSth  of  November,  1845,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Sturgeon, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Olivia  Sturgeon,  wiio 
were  natives  of  Ohio.  In  1847  he  sold  his  first 
land  and  with  a  land  warrant  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, secured  160  acres  of  prairie  land  and  forty 
of  timlier,  where  he  now  resides  on  sections  17  and 
20  in  Dutch  Creeiv  Township.  He  has  154  acres  in 
Seventy -Six  Township,  malving  in  all  314  acres. 
The  home  farm  lias  good  buildings  and  is  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  had  nine  children, 
three  sons  and  six  daughters:  Samuel  died  in 
infancy;  Frances  died  at  the  age  of  six;  Harmonia, 
wife  of  John  l^atta,  a  Cumberland  Presb\'terian 
minister  residing  at  Hill's  Ferry,  Stanislaus  Co., 
Cal. ;  Kossuth,  born  Dec.  4,  1854,  died  March  G, 
J872;  Cylonia,  born  April  17,  1857,  is  now  ttie 
wife  of  Charles  Mills,  a  stock-dealer  in  Richmond, 
Iowa;  Hortensia,  born  April  7,  1860,  now  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Gregorj',  a  farmer  residing  in  Seventy- 
Six  Township;  Cora,  born  Jan.  G,  18()3,  died  April 
17,  1804;  Vitelia,  born  April  10,  1HG5,  at  home; 
Norman,  born  April  21,   1870,  died  Jan.  20,  1879. 

Mrs.  CamijbeH's  futlier  was  a  minister  of  the  As- 
sociate Reformed  Church.  He  was  a  faithful 
laborer  and  a  missionary  for  many  years  of  his 
life.  He  was  attending  I'resbyter}'  at  Keokuk  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Her  mother  was  a  devoted 
Christian  and  was  alwa^'S  read\'  to  speak  a  kind 
word  to  any  and  all.  Mrs.  Campbell  was  brought 
up  in  the  faith  of  tlio  Presbyterian  Church,  but 
the}' are  both  firm  believers  in  .Sjiiritualism.  Miss 
Vitelia  Campbell  is  a  school  teacher,  and  has  taught 
several  successful  terms  in  the  Paris  school.     She 
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is  a  young  lady  of  excellent  ability.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  are  well  known  throughout  the  township 
and  enjoy  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  for  their 
many  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart. 

"^fAMES  R.  CROUCH,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  on  section  20,  Oregon  Town- 
ship, and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Ripley)  Crouch,  the  former  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  of  German  descent,  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  Missouri,  and  of  English  descent.  The 
former  died  in  December,  1854,  and  the  latter  is 
now  the  wife  of  Hugli  Erdice,  of  this  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
In  1861,  he  eidisted  in  Co.  F,  Uth  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
and  served  till  July,  1865.  This  regiment,  together 
with  the  13th,  15th  and  IGth  Iowa,  formed  the  3d 
Brigade  of  the  4th  Division,  17th  Army  Corps. 
At  Shiloh  it  received  its  first  baptism  in  blood,  and 
there  the  Iowa  brigade  proved  to  be  of  good  met- 
tle. Its  second  battle  was  at  Corinth.  The  winter 
of  1862-63  was  spent  in  the  operations  in  front  of 
Vicksburg,  Milliken's  Bend,  Providence,  Ba^'ou 
Tensas  and  Macon,  to  the  close  of  the  Vicksburg 
campaign  in  July,  1863.  In  August  following,  the 
regiment  went  with  the  brigade  on  the  expedition 
to  iSlonroe,  La.,  in  October  to  Jackson,  an<l  in  De- 
cember, to  Redbone.  In  Februarj',  1864,  it  was  on 
the  Meridian  expedition,  at  the  close  of  which,  in 
March,  it  came  home  on  veteran  furlough,  having 
re-enlisted  in  Jauuar}'.  Returning  to  the  front,  it 
joined  Gen.  Sherman's  army  at  Newark,  Ga.,  and 
first  met  the  enemy  at  Kennesaw,  June  l.'>.  It  was 
next  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  where  it  was  under 
fire  nearly  eighty-one  days,  sixteen  of  which  were  in 
battle.  It  then  joined  the  memorable  march  to  the 
sea,  fiuMlly  making  Washington,  D.  C,  where  it 
formed  part  in  the  grand  review.  It  was  mustered 
out  July  15,1865,  at  Louisville,  Ky.  The  regi- 
ment traveled  over  8,000  miles,  over  half  of  which 
was  on  foot,  and  it  has  a  record  of  38G  men  and 
forty  ollicers  lost.  Mr.  Crouch  was  among  the  for- 
tunate ones,  receiving  only  a  slight  ilesh  wound  iu 
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the  left  anil.  On  receiving  his  discharge  at  Daven- 
port, wliere  he  was  ordered  after  being  mustered 
out,  ho  returned  tu  liis  home  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty, nnd  once  more  resumed  the  peaceful  vocation 
of  a  fanner.  Mr.  Croucli  was  united  in  marriage 
in  ISGG  with  Miss  .Sophronia  Fall,  daughter  of 
George  and  Harriet  Fall.  She  was  liorn  in  Tenn- 
sylvania  in  1831.  They  have  tliree  children — 
Cora  A.,  Ollie  J.  and  Charles  R. 

Politically,  Mr.  Crouch  is  a  Republican,  one  who 
believes  in  tiie  principles  of  the  party  and  is  not 
afraid  to  maintain  them  at  the  polls  or  elsewhere. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  since  18.56, 
and  is  well  satisfied  that  Washington  Count}'  is  as 
good  a  place  for  a  home  as  any  other  portion  of  the 
civilized  globe. 


APT.  J.  F.  BLICKENSDERFER,  residing 
on  section  24,  Dntcli  Creek  Township,  is  en- 
gaged in  generrvl  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  wati  born  .July  11,  1835,  in  Tuscarawas  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Elvina  (Myers) 
Blickensderfer.  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the 
latter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were  sjient 
on  a  farm  with  his  parents  until  1855,  in  the  mean- 
time attending  select  schools  and  acquiring  a  liberal 
education.  He  then  taught  a  graded  school  for  two 
years,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  farming,  which 
occupation  he  followed  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebellion,  when  he  assisted  in  recruiting  and 
organizing  the  51st  Ohio  Infantry,  securing  by  his 
own  exertions  the  services  of  117  men  for  that 
regiment.  He  was  commissioned  Captain  of  Com- 
pany B,  but  on  account  of  undue  advantage  being 
taken  of  him,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  that 
regiment,  and  turned  his  attention  to  merchandis- 
ing, until  .Tuly,  18(i3,  when  he  recruited  a  company 
of  the  Ohio  National  Guards,  and  was  afterward 
mustered  into  service  as  Captain  of  Co.  A,  161st 
Ohio  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  sent  to  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  Virginia,  and  was  with  Sheridan  at  Winches- 
ter, the  161st  Regiment  occupyinga  position  on  the 
right,  being  in  the  2d  Division  of  the  Cth  Army 
Corps.       Capt.  Blickensderfer,  in  this  engagement, 


was  under  Are  about  thirt^'-six  hours,  and  had  two 
balls  shot  through  his  clothing,  one  on  his  right  side 
and  the  other  on  the  left  and  three  through  his  hat. 

On  the  28th  of  October.  1861,  the  regiment  was 
discharged  from  the  service,  and  Capt.  Blickens- 
derfer returned  home,  and  subsequentl}'  raised  217 
men  for  the  18'.)th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  mustered 
in  as  Captain  of  Company  C,  of  that  regiment, 
March  4,  1  865.  The  regiment  was  attaciied  to  the 
4th  Arm}'  Corps  under  Gen.  Thomas,  and  was 
placed  on  garrison  duty  at  different  points  in  Ala- 
bama, until  the  28th  of  October,  1865,  when  it  was 
mustered  out  of  service  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
was  discharged  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  a  few  days 
after.  In  Septeml)er,  1866,  Capt.  Blickensderfer 
came  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  bought  177 
acres  of  land  on  section  24,  and  began  farming.  In 
1869,  he  sold  the  south  half  of  the  laud  and  bought 
ninety  acres  where  he  now  lives,  and  where  he  has  a 
fine  farm  of  190  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  culti- 
vation, and  is  well  improved  in  every  respect. 
Recently  he  has  turned  his  attention  to  the  raising 
of  good  horses,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  Per- 
cheron,  a  fine  black  horse  fourj'cars  old  and  weigh- 
ing about  1,700  pounds.  He  has  also  a  fine  lot  of 
Poland-China  hogs. 

In  1857,  he  was  nnited  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Louisa  C.  Graham,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  daughter,  the  former  dying  in  in- 
fancy, and  the  latter  in  September,  1883.  In 
December,  1862,  Mrs.  Blickensderfer  died,  and 
May  2,  1863,  Capt.  Blickensderfer  again  married, 
choosing  Miss  Sarah  R.  Graham  as  a  wife.  To  this 
union  two  children  were  born,  Anna  C,  born  Sept. 
9,  1865,  and  Elva  S.,  born  Oct.  14,  1867.  On  the 
6th  of  October,  1868,  Mrs.  Blickensderfer  died,  and 
in  October,  1869,  Capt.  Blickensderfer  married  Me- 
linda  Romig.  By  this  union,  five  children  have 
been  born:  Susie  F.,  born  Oct.  11,  1870;  Frederick, 
Aug.  17,  1875;  Bertha,  Sept.  10,  1881 ;  Charles  F. 
and  Edgar  L.  died  in  infancy. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Blickensderfer  are  members  of 
the  Moravian  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Politicall}',  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  in  1856,  for  JohnC.  Fremont 
for  President.  In  the  community  where  he  resides 
he  is  regarded  as  a  live  man  in  everj'  respect,  ready 
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to  assist  in  every  good  work,  and  willing  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need.  The  world  is 
made  better  by  such  men. 


i^ALTER  J.  MAXWELL.  Oneoftheraost 
interesting  fainilj'  histories  to  be  found  in 
this  work  is  that  of  the  JIaxwell  family, 
who  are  not  only  one  of  the  most  numerous,  but 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  county.  Robert 
F.  Maxwell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Virginia,  Jan.  16,  1792,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1875. 
He  came  to  this  county  in  the  autumn  of  1S48  and 
purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  he  remained  until 
his  death,  and  no  man  or  family  in  the  count3^wer.e 
more  highly  i-espccted.  Robert  Maxwell  came- 
with  his  father,  Thomas  Maxwell,  from  Virginia  to 
Harrison  County,  Ohio,  while  a  mere  lad,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  was  married  to  Martha 
Crossen  in  December,  1814.  During  the  War- of 
1812  he  was  a  soldier,  serving  under  Gen.  'Harri- 
son, and  his  son,  our  subject,  was  a  soldier  during 
the  late  war,  a  member  of  the  45th  Iowa  Infantry. 

All  the  children  of  Robert  Maxwell's  familj' 
were  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio — William, 
Thomas,  Robert,  Martha,  Rachel,  Nancy,  AValter, 
John,  Samuel,  James  and  Jane.  The  two  latter 
are  deceased.  The  others  are  all  living,  married 
and  have  families.  Robert  and  Thomas  preceded 
their  father  in  locating  in  this  county,  coming  in 
1846.  They  both  purchased  hinds,  and  Thomas  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  was  married  to  Sarah  J.  Miller, 
who  returned  to  this  county  with  him.  Robert 
married  Rachel  Thompson,  and  all  their  children 
were  born  in  this  count}-.  After  the  parents  came 
to  Iowa  the  remaining  children  followed  one  by 
one,  until  the  children  were  all  settled  permanently 
in  this  county.  William  married  Sarah  McGaw; 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  G.  T.  Auld;  Rachel 
married  W.  A.  Johnston;  Nancy  is  the  wife  of  J. 
P.  McCullough,  the  great  fine  stock  breeder;  John 
married  Martha  W.  George,  after  whose  death  he 
became  the  husband  of  Rebecca  Stiles. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Goble 
Oct.  1,  1867,  the  occasion  being  also  one  of  the  great 
reunions   annually    held    by    the  Maxwell    family-. 

<■ 


This  family  are  now  represented  b}'  nine  children 
and  106  grand  and  great-grandchildren.  The  re- 
union of  1887  is  to  be  held  upon  the  farm  of  our 
subject,  and  preparations  are  being  made  to  have 
this  the  grandest  affair  ever  attempted  by  the  famil)'. 
The  only  child  living  born  to  Waller  and  Mary 
J.  Maxwell  is  a  daughter,  Annie.  It  is  only  speak- 
ing plain  language  to  state  that  the  children  of 
Robert  F.  Maxwell  are  without  exception  wealthy, 
and  the  most  highlj'  respected  of  men  and  women. 
The  death  of  Martha  Crossen  JIaxwell  occurred 
some  jears  ago.  She  had  a  hajjpy  married  life  of 
more  than  sixty-one  years,  and  lived  to  see  all  the 
children  settled  about  her  and  happily  mated  to 
honorable  .and  excellent  men  and  women.  The 
»aged-father  and  mother  have  been  members  of  the 
,  :yiiitec-J  rresbj'terian  Church  since  the  union  be- 
tween that  and  the  -'Seceder  Church,"  which  was 
made  in  1858,  of  which  they  were  members.  They 
,  Awre  I'Onstant  in  attendance  and  liberal  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  Church  of  their  choice,  and  stanch  de- 
fender's of  its  principles.  Three  generations  often 
meet  beneath  their  hospitable  roof,  and  the  histor}' 
of  different  members  of  the  family  will  complete 
fully  what  has  been  accomplished  b}'  their  de- 
scendants. 


UILLIAM  II.  BREED,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  resides  on  section  5,  Oregon  Town- 
\)f^  ship,  where  he  owns  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, born  April  3,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Sabra  (Holmes)  Breed,  botli  of  whom  are 
of  Connecticut.  The  family  spiang.from  one  Al- 
len  Breed,  who  settled  in  Coiiiitoticut  in  an  earlj' 
(lay,  coming  from  England,  and  therefore,  on  the 
father's  side,  the  family  is  of  Englisli  descent. 
William  Breed  and  Sarah  Holmes  were  married  in 
Connecticut  and  there  remained  about  five  years, 
then  emigrating  to  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
thej'  remained  sixteen  years.  They  then  nK)ved 
to  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  mother  died 
in  1863,  and  in  1865  the  family  came  to  Iowa  and 
settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  bj'  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  where  the  father  died  in  1878.  They 
reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
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now  living:  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  R.  Gates;  Will- 
iam H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Fallj'.  wife  of 
Edwin  Taylor,  of  this  township;  Henry,  also  of 
this  county;  Allen,  of  Dallas  County,  Iowa;  Pu- 
laski M.,  of  Bradford  County,  Pa.  The  deceased 
were  Hannah  and  Almeda.  William  and  Sabra 
Breed  were  highl}'  respected  wherever  knovvn ;  they 
were  kind  and  affectionate  in  their  dis|)osition,  and 
their  death  w.as  greatly  mourned  b}'  children  and 
friends. 

William  II.  Breed,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  was  married  in  Broome 
County,  N.  Y  ,  Nov.  13,  1848,  to  Caroline  M.  Glid- 
den,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Saxon)  Glidden. 
She  was  born  in  Vermont  Dec.  7,  1827.  Her 
father  died  in  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  in 
Louisa  County,  Iowa.  By  this  union  there  were 
two  children:  Charles  A.,  born  March  6,  1850, 
married  Mary  L.  AYest  in  1871,  and  died  July  14, 
1886,  aged  thirty-six  years;  his  widow  is  yet  living, 
and  with  his  parents,  deeply  mourns  his  death 
George  A.,  born  Sept.  28,  1857,  married  Lorena  M. 
Wood;  they  have  one  child.  Pearl  I.,  born  July  14, 
1885. 

Politically,  Mr.  Breed  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  local 
affairs  he  usu.iUy  votes  for  the  best  man,  regardless 
of  party.  He  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen  with  several  of  the  township  offices, 
which  he  has  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  his 
constituents.  He  is  a  man  who  enjoys  the  respect 
of  his  friends  and  neighbors  in  a  high  degree.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Breed  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church ; 
their  two  children  were  also  members  of  that 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glidden,  the  parents  of  Mi's. 
Breed,  had  a  family  of  six  children. 

jEV.  JOHN  O'LOUGHLIN,  who  is  a  mission- 
ary worker  of  the  Society  of  Bible  Chris- 
tians, resides  on  section  34,  township  77, 
.^j  range  7,  in  what  is  known  as  English  River 
Township,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  200  acres  of 
land,  of  which  160  acres  is  under  cultivation,  the 
remainder  being  in  timber.  He  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  Ind.,  April  2,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Dicey   (Johnson)   O'Loughlin,    both    of 


whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  former  being 
of  Irish  descent,  his  father  having  been  born  in 
County  Clare,  Ireland.  When  John  was  but  fifteen 
years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  arriving  at  that  place  on  Christmas  Day,  1836. 
They  only  remained  there,  however,  until  the 
spring  of  1837,  when  they  came  to  the  fair  State 
(then  Territory)  of  Iowa,  where  it  was  to  be  hoped 
the  opportunity  for  future  improvement  would  be 
much  better.  Locating  in  Louisa  Countj',  about 
six  miles  south  of  Wapello,  steps  were  at  once 
taken  to  improve  a  farm.  The  family  then  con- 
sisted of  the  parents  and  nine  children,  six  sons 
and  three  daughters.  At  this  writing,  our  subject 
and  one  brother  are  all  that  are  left,  the  rest  having 
passed  on  to  "  the  better  land."  James,  the  living 
brother,  now  resides  in  Pawnee  County,  Neb.,  and 
is  a  prosperous  farmer. 

The  first  occupation  in  which  John  engaged, 
after  arriving  in  Iowa,  was  to  assist  a  party  of  sur- 
veyors in  laying  off  Des  Moines  and  Louisa  Coun- 
ties into  eections.  In  March,  1838,  in  company 
with  his  father,  George  O'Loughlin  and  Mr.  Trib- 
bett,  he  visited  Washington  County,  where  the  en- 
tire party  made  claim  to  some  of  the  rich  Govern- 
ment land  which  vvas  waiting  to  be  "  tickled  by 
the  hoe,"  that  it  might  "laugh  with  a  harvest."  In 
March,  1839,  he  returned  to  his  claim  in  English 
River  Township  and  at  once  began  its  improve- 
ment. Being  without  means,  he  was  compelled  to 
work  at  such  odd  jobs  as  he  could  find  to  do,  that 
he  might  live  and  furtlier  improve  his  land  as  the 
opportunity'  was  afforded  him. 

Time  passed,  and  realizing  that  it  was  not  good 
for  man  to  be  alone,  in  September,  1844,  Mr. 
O'Loughlin  was  united  in  marriage  at  Pilot's  Grove, 
now  Pilotsburg,  vvith  Miss  Dicey  A.  Farley,  a  na- 
tive of  Shawneetown,  Ind..  and  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Polly  Farley.  A  family  of  eight  children 
have  been  born  unto  them :  D.  Marion  married 
Victoria  Marsh,  and  is  an  ex-sheriff,  now  engaged 
in  insurance  and  real-estate  business;  they  have 
seven  living  children,  five  girls  and  two  boys,  and 
reside  in  Washington.  William  Ambrose  married 
Elizabeth  Rogers,  and  is  living  in  Potter  County, 
Dak.,  engaged  in  farming;  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, two   boys  and  two  girls.     Almedia  died  in    i  ' 
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childhood;  Legora  Herschel  married  Lottie  Wilson, 
and  resides  in  Shelby  County,  Iowa,  engaj^cd  in 
farniinu;;  tliey  have  four  children,  three  girls  and 
one  buy.  Mary  lilizabetli  is  tlie  wife  of  .John 
Lefflor,  who  owns  a  farm  of  200  acres  near  Ains- 
worth.  but  is  teinpornrily  living  on  Mr.  O'Lough- 
lin's  farm;  they  have  three  children,  two  boys  and 
one  daughter.  Lycurgus  Newton  married  Sarah 
Bradlej'  and  lives  in  Shelby  Count}',  Iowa,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming;  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, one  daughter  and  two  sons.  Lutlier  Calvin 
and  Ida  Kilcu  complete  the  family. 

When  in  his  twent>'-third  year  Mr.  O'Longiilin 
professed  conversion  and  united  with  the  Protest- 
ant Methodist  Church,  and  has  since  endeavored 
to  live  a  consistent  Cliristiuu  life.  The  study  of 
the  Scri|)tures  was  now  a  pleasure  to  him,  and  in 
time  a  talent  for  pul)lic  speaking  was  developed, 
and  he  spoke  to  the  peo()le  ui)on  a  theme  wiiich  is 
ever  dear  to  the  followoi's  of  tiic  meek  and  lowly 
Jesus.  As  liis  views  did  not  at  all  times  coincide 
with  the  body  witli  whom  he  was  associated,  he  be- 
gan preaching  independiMitly  in  is.'>o,  and  in  com- 
pany with  Ira  A.  Parker,  he  organized  a  society 
called  the  Cluirch  of  Christ,  at  Elm  Grove.  In 
1860,  bj-  a  vote  of  the  Church,  lie  was  regularly 
ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  has 
since  been  recognized  as  a  regular  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  The  Church  of  Christ  in  due  time  was 
merged  into  the  Union  Christian  Church,  and  in 
1870  Mr.  O'Loughlin  was  received  by  the  Um'on 
Christian  Conference  at  Shiloh,  this  county,  as  a 
regularly  ordained  minister. 

For  thirtj'  ^-ears  Mr.  O'Loughlin  preached  for 
the  Church  of  Christ  and  Union  Bible  Christians 
in  his  neighborhood,  but  since  1 8H5  has  been  en- 
gaged in  mission  preaching.  Throughout  Wasli- 
ington  and  adjoining  counties  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known,  and  whether  .as  a  minister  of  the 
Word  or  a  humble  private  citizen,  he  is  universally 
respected.  For  almost  a  half-century  he  has  been 
a  citizen  of  Washington  County,  locating  here 
while  yet  in  his  teens.  He  is  now  rapidly  nearing 
his  threescore  and  ten  years,  but  is  a  hale  and . 
he.arty  man,  one  who  has  the  best  interests  of 
humanity  at  heart  and  who  delights  to  do  good. 
As  a  pioneer  citizen  and  as  a  representative  of  that 
<■  


great  body  of  men  who  seek  to  plant  the  cross  in 
all  lands,  that  all  may  enjoy  salvation  in  Christ,  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  we  make  this  short  record  of 
his  life,  and  at  the  same  time  present  the  portrait 
of  this  noble  man  of  God  to  the  readers  of  the 
Ai.r.iM. 


.i^^MOMAS  BUCK,  Postmaster  at  Brighton, 
///S\  Iowa,  was  born  in  (Jallia  County,  Ohio,  on 
V^J^  the  -id  of  November,  1821.  and  is  the 
son  of  Charles  .1.  and  Maria  (Grimes)  Buck,  who 
moved  to  (Jallia  County  at  an  early  day.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children  who  lived  to  be 
adults,  five  of  wliom  are  now  living:  Mary  V.  is 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Whitsette,  of  Mahaska  Count}', 
Iowa;  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Jesse  Stoner,  of  Dallas  County,  Iowa; 
William,  who  served  three  years  in  the  ;)(ith  Iowa 
Infantry,  now  resides  in  Appanoose  County,  Iowa; 
James,  also  residing  in  Ap|)aiioose  Covinty,  Iowa. 
The  father  dieil  in  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  in  18.52, 
while  the  mother  is  3'ct  living  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  making  her  home  with  her  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  ui)on  a 
farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  old  log  school- 
house,  often  in  the  winter  time  wading  in  the  snow 
up  to  his  knees,  a  distance  of  two  and  a  lialf  miles 
in  order  to  reach  the  school-house.  In  the  spring 
of  1814  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Corbit,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  Corbit,  of  Jackson  Count}-,  Ohio. 
Soon  after  iiis  nuirriage  he  moved  to  Knox  County, 
III.,  where  he  s|>ent  twoyears,  and  in  1  84('i  came  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  Ilenr}-  Count}'.  During  this 
year  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  Mrs. 
Buck  died  in  1852,  leaving  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Harvey,  when  but  seven- 
teen years  old,  enlisted  in  the  4th  Iowa  Cavalry, 
served  two  years,  and  then  veteranized  and  en- 
listed for  three  years.  Lafayette  enlisted  in  a 
Missouri  regiment  and  served  his  country  faith- 
fully. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  18.")2,  Mr.  Buck  was 
.again  married,  choosing  as  a  companion  Miss 
Melinda  Shaw,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  Her  father, 
Milo  C.  Shaw,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  in  1804,  and 
her  mother,  Elizabeth  A.  (Ferris)  Shaw,  was  born 
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in  Nashville,  Tenu.,  in  1811.  They  were  married 
ill  Nashville,  and  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  wliinn  are  now  living:  Martha  F., 
Mary,  Melinda,  John  B.,  Ariel  S.  and  Thomas  R. 
In  1834  Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  Decatur,  Macon  Co., 
111.,  and  in  1844  to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
spent  most  of  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  was 
also  a  member.  Jlrs.  Shaw  died  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  in  18G2,  and  ]Mr.  Shaw  in  Macon  County, 
111.,  in  186;i.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck  have  four  living 
children:  Arthur  V.,  a  teacher  of  music  and  com- 
position; C.  M.,  yardmaster  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa; 
Frank  P.,  a  telegraph  operator  in  Oskaloosa,  Charles 
H.,  a  yardmaster  in  Lincoln.  Neb. 

On  the  20th  day  of  July,  18G1,  Mr.  Buck  en- 
listed in  tlie  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Burlington.  He  participated  in  the 
various  engagements  of  the  regiment,  and  was  in 
Missouri  after  bushwhackers,  and  also  in  the  raid 
after  Price  and  Marmaduke.  Mr.  Buck  was 
wounded  while  in  Missouri  on  the  Little  Rock  ex- 
pedition. After  faithfull}'  serving  for  three  years 
and  fifty-two  days,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Daven- 
port on  the  r2th  day  of  September,  1864.  Re- 
turning to  his  home  in  Mt.  Pleasant  he  subse- 
quently moved  to  Fairfield,  and  in  1873  to 
Brighton  Township.  He  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  Brighton,  and  took  possession  of  tiie 
office  Oct.  1,  188.5.  Mr.  Buck  is  a  Master  Mason, 
and  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

)EV.  JAMES  PATTERSON,  deceased,  sec- 
tion 34,  Jackson  Township,  was  born  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  1812.  He  is  a  son  of 
^  William  and  Sarah  Patterson,  wlio  later 
removed  to  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  wliere  James 
Patterson  grew  to  manhood.  He  received  a 
thorough  classical  education,  and  completed  it  at 
Cannonsburg,  graduating  from  that  noted  school, 
and  then  completed  his  theological  studies  in  the 
same  city.  He  received  his  degree  and  was  licensed 
to  prea(!h  at  twenty-one  j'ears  of  age,  and  his  first 
charge  was  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Scroggsfield,  Ohio. 


The  talented  young  minister  made  hosts  of 
friends,  among  whom  were  the  Hutciiinson  family, 
wealthy  and  highly  respected,  who  were  residents 
of  Belmont  County,  near  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  The 
intimacy  first  formed  with  this  family  by  the  young 
minister  w.as  increased,  as  two  years  from  the  time 
of  his  becoming  pastor  at  Scroggsfield,  he  was  wed- 
ded to  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  James  and  Susan 
(W.att)  Hutchinson.  The  marriage  was  celebrated 
May  1.5,  1838.  Rev.  Patterson  remained  pastor  of 
the  charge  at  Scroggsfield  until  1855,  when  his  ac- 
complishments as  a  profound  teacher  and  speaker 
attracted  much  attenti<.)n,  and  he  was  elected  Pres- 
ident of  Wilmington  (Pa.)  College,  retaining  that 
chair  for  al)out  fourteen  years.  Excessive  labor 
so  exhausted  him  physically  that  he  was  forced  to 
resign  tiie  position,  which  he  had  held  with  great 
honor  for  many  years,  and  with  his  family  emigra- 
ted to  this  count}'  about  18(58,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm,  and  the  pure  air  and  out-door  exercise  re- 
stored his  liealth,  and  he  later  assumed  charge  of 
the  '■  Living  Lake  "  ITnited  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  was  pastor  about  four  3-ears,  wlien  failing 
health  again  caused  his  retirement  from  tiie  sacred 
desk.  All  tiiat  care  and  skill  could  do  was  done  to 
prolong  the  life  of  that  good  and  useful  man,  but 
his  demise  occurred  in  the  autumn  of  1872.  He 
was  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Washington,  this 
county,  and  her  sacred  soil  marks  not  a  spot  more 
honored  for  its  dust  than  where  rest  the  remains 
of  Rev.  James  Patterson. 

Beloved  alike  by  rich  and  poor,  old  and  young. 
Christian  and  men  of  the  world,  there  was  no  won- 
der that  his  death  was  so  greatly  mourned  by  his 
large  acquaintance  formed  in  the  new  country.  He 
was  indeed  a  good  shepherd,  for,  from  a  mere 
handful  of  worshipers  when  he  took  charge,  his 
talents  drew  the  congregation,  until  it  was  not  only 
a  large  one,  but  was  composed  of  the  best  society. 
The  family  was  composed  of  seven  children:  Vic- 
toria; Henrietta,  the  wife  of  John  Neal;  Susan,  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Taggart;  L3'dia  M. ;  Mattie, 
the  wife  of  Robert  J.  Fleming;  Jeannette,  the  wife 
of  James  Stevenson,  and  David  J.,  who  resides  un- 
der the  same  roof  with  his  mother  upon  the  farm. 
The  children  are  all  graduates  of  a  classical  college, 
except  the  eldest  and  3'oungest  daughters,  and  tlie    ^ ' 
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son.  Eliza  was  a  teacher  ia  the  college  at  Miami, 
Ohio.  Tiie  family  are  in  easy  circu instances,  and 
are  a  valunlilo  acquisition  to  tlie  social  circles  in  this 
townsiiip.  The  ancestors  of  -Mrs.  Patterson  were 
of  Irish  origin,  and  were  reared  in  Chester  County, 
Pa.,  removing  to  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  in  1810, 
where  they  lived  and  died. 


ylLLIAM  S.  .STEWART,  farmcrand  stock- 
grower,  resides  on  section  19,  Washington 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  born  Dec.  11,  1847,  on  the  farm  whfre  he 
now  resides,  and  is  the  son  of  William  G.  .lud  Han- 
nah (Patterson)  Stewart.  (See  sketch  of  William 
G.  Stewart).  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  county.  In  the  fall  of  l.s7:i,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Henrietta  Clinton,  born  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  and  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  A.  (.Morgan)  Clinton.  She  was  born  in  1851. 
Her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  llebcl- 
lion,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Belmont.  By 
this  union  there  are  three  living  children — Freddie, 
Belle  F.  and  William. 

Mr,  .Stewart  is  now  the  owner  of  tlie  old  family 
homestead,  and,  together  with  other  land,  is  the 
owner  of  3'S'6  acres.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in 
this  section,  and  he  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  fine 
stock.  While  yet  in  his  prime,  he  has  done  much 
for  the  improvement  of  his  native  county,  and  is  a 
very  active  business  man.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Babcock,  Stewart  &  Co.,  stock  dealers, 
which  expends  an  average  of  $12,000  jier  month 
for  the  entire  year.  Born  but  a  few  months  after 
the  admission  of  Iowa  as  a  .State,  he  has  been  a  wit- 
ness of  its  wonderful  growth  and  improvement,  and 
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  being  a  native  Hawkeye. 

\|p^RANK  A.  ROSE,  farmer,  was  born  in  Al- 
IMjg;  sace,  France,  in  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Con- 
ijt)  rad  and  Elizabeth  (Anglj')  Rose,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  that  country'.  Conrad  Rose 
owned  and  operated  a  machine-shop  in  Maswam,  in 
which  village  his  wife  died.  She  w.as  the  mother 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living;  all 


are  married  and  are  residents  of  the  United  States. 
In  1849,  Conrad  with  his  family  emigrated  to 
America  and  located  in  .Stark  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  purchased  other  lands  ui)on  which  he  remained 
during  the  rest  of  his  lifetime.  He  brought  from 
France  his  tools,  but  never  eng.aged  at  his  trade  af- 
ter coming  to  America. 

Our  subject  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  as  did 
also  Lewis,  his  younger  brother,  and  Edward,  the 
eldest.  They  both  reside  in  Canton,  Ohio,  engaged 
at  the  trade.  Louisa  became  the  wife  of  Mark 
Goodman,  a  farmer  of  Stark  County,  Ohio;  Jose- 
phine wedded  Lewis  Kister,  a  farmer  of  the  same 
county,  whose  land  embraces  a  part  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Canton,  Ohio;  Frank  learned  of  the  Great 
West,  and  the  opportunity  for  seeing  it  came  unex- 
pectedly. Being  a  machinist,  the  firm  for  which  he 
worked  sold  to  James  McCahen  a  new  mill,  and 
Frank  was  sent  out  to  set  it  up.  This  was  in  1853, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  mills  in  this  country,  and 
the  second  circular  sawmill.  After  this  was  com- 
pleted, Frank  worked  eighteen  months  in  the  ma- 
chine-shop for  Rose  &,  Kilgore,  at  W.ashington,  af- 
ter whicli  he  came  to  this  township,  purchased  and 
built  the  Schnoebelen  Mill  on  English  River,  and 
f(jr  one  year  operated  it,  when  he  was  married  to 
Mar3'  Critz,  a  sister  of  Frank  Critz,  the  present 
Treasurer  of  Washington  County.  Her  people  were 
also  early  settlers  in  this  county,  and  a  .sketch  of 
the  family  will  ai)pear  elsewhere  in  this  V(,lume. 
Their  wedding  was  celebrated  in  1857,  Rev.  Father 
Emmons,  of  Iowa  City,  performing  the  ceremony, 
and  at  the  same  time  uniting  in  marri.-ige  John 
Critz  and  Miss  Jane  Wortcmont.  Joseph  Critz 
had  taken  a  large  amount  of  land,  and  the  farm 
on  which  our  subject  now  resides  w.as  the  wife's 
patrimony,  but  all  the  improvements  have  been 
made  b^'  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Rose.  The  lands  were  then 
in  a  virgin  state,  and  every  tree  and  bush  h.as  been 
planted  since, and  the  house  and  out-buildings  have 
all  been  erected. 

Mr.  Rose  first  built  a  small  frame  building  near 
the  site  of  the  present  residence,  but  it  has  been  re- 
moved to  m.ake  room  for  the  more  modern  struct- 
ure. All  of  the  children  except  the  youngest  were 
born  in  the  little  frame  dwelling,  and  in  it  the  good 
fortune  of  the  parents  began,  which  has   continued 
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until  the  present  time.  The  birth  of  the  oldest 
son,  Louis,  was  followed  by  those  of  George,  Frank, 
Mary,  Lena  and  Daniel,  none  of  vvhom  are  married. 
The  two  eldest  sons  are  engaged  in  the  liarness 
trade  in  Riverside,  and  JIary  is  their  houselceeper. 
The  others  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  With- 
out being  members  of  an}-  church,  both  the  parents 
entertain  the  highest  ideas  of  the  beauties  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Thej'  are  earnest  a<lvocates  of 
their  doctrine,  and  enjoy  the  fullest  confidence  of 
all  who  believe  that  "to  the  godlj'  man  cometh 
righteousness,  and  that  from  the  fullness  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  speaketh  and  beareth  witness  of  the  faith 
within."  The}'  have  lived  many  years  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  as  their  daj's  have  been  lengthened,  a  cor- 
responding increase  of  prosperity  has  come  to 
them.  Strict  in  every  business  principle,  indus- 
trious and  energetic,  they  have  prospered,  and  their 
children  iiave  grown  to  man  and  womanhood  with 
these  precepts  instilled  in  their  minds.  We  are 
prouil  of  such  people  as  the  Rose  family,  and  are 
glad  to  give  their  sketch  a  prominent  place  in  the 
history  of  the  county  wherein  they  have  so  long- 
made  tiieir  home. 


■*■ 


-^ 


'illAMES  H.  YOUNG,  President  of  the  Wash- 
I  ington  County  Savings  Bank,  is  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  born  in  Fleming  County,  May 
9,  1841.  His  father,  James  H.  Young,  and 
his  mother,  Margaret  M.  (Henry)  Y'onng,  were  also 
natives  of  that  State.  The  family  came  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  in  1849,  where  the  father 
died  in  1851,  the  mother  surviving  him  for  many 
3'ears,  dynig  in  1884.  James  H.  Young,  Sr.,  was  a 
man  of  considerable  ability,  well  educated,  and  one 
who  kept  posted  in  all  public  affairs.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Presliyterian  Church  and 
lived  a  sincere  Christian  life.  His  wife  was  also  a 
member  of  the  same  Church  and  died  in  the  faith. 
James  H.  Young,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
but  eight  3"ears  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  countj', 
and  here  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  His  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  sup- 
plemented by  an  attendance  of  a  few  terms  in  the 
old  college  at  Washington,  Iowa.     While  a  student 
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in  the  college  the  war  broke  out,  and  laying  down 
his  books,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  19th  Iowa  Vol. 
Inf.,  and  served  till  its  close.  With  his  regi- 
ment he  participated  in  various  campaigns  and  en- 
gagements, among  which  were  the  following :  Prai- 
rie Grove.  Ark.;  Van  Bnren,  siege  an<l  capture  of 
Vicksbnrg.  Yazoo  Citj'  and  Port  Hudson.  The 
regiment  was  then  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  sub- 
sequently a  portion  of  it  was  captured  at  Sterling- 
farm,  near  Morganzin,  La.,  but  Mr.  Young  was 
among  the  number  who  escaped-.  With  that  por- 
tion of  his  regiment  that  was  not  captured,  he  was 
sent  hack  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  thence  across 
the  Gulf  to  Brownsville.  Tex.  After  the  exchange 
of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  tiiat  was  captured, 
the  united  regiment  was  sent  to  Ft.  Gaines  and 
Ft.  Morgan,  and  thence  to  Mobile,  and  was  in  the 
charge  on  the  forts  at  the  latter  place.  After  the 
capture  of  Spanish  Fort  at  Mobile,  the  regiment 
was  employed  in  dismantling  it  until  May  4,  when 
it  removed  to  Dauphin  Island,  thence  to  Mobile, 
where  it  was  mustered  out  July  10,  180.5. 

Returning  to  Iowa,  Mr.  Young  received  his  dis- 
charge at  Davenport,  Aug.  1,  18(J5,  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Washington  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  a  few  years,  and  then  embarked 
in  the  coal,  wood  and  grain  trade  at  Washington. 
In  this  latter  business  he  continued  until  the  or- 
ganization of  the  AVashiugton  County  Savings 
Bank,  in  1876,  when  he  was  made  Cashier  of  that 
institution,  and  subsequently  was  elected  President, 
yet  holding  the  latter  position. 

About  two  years  after  his  return  from  the  army, 
or  on  the  21st  day  of  November,  1867,  Mr.  Young 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  N.  Lang- 
head,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  June  7,  1841,  but 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  now  live  in  a  neat, 
comfortable  home  on  Main  street,  Washington, 
where  they  entertain  from  time  to  time  their  many 
friends  and  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life.  They 
are  both  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  Jlr.  Young  now  being  one  of  the  Elders  of 
the  Second  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  W.ash- 
ington. 

Among  the  number  of  excellent  business  men  of 
Washington,  with  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  do  busi- 
ness,  none  stand    higher,  or  are  more  universally 
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esteemed  than  Mr.  Voung.  In  the  discharge  of 
all  Ills  duties,  he  endeavors  to  act  in  obedience  to 
the  Golden  Rule.  Combining  caution  with  a  desire 
to  please,  lie  has  made  many  friends'  while  at  the 
head  of  his  bank,  and  has  the  perfect  confidence  of 
the  business  men  of  the  city  and  country.  In  all 
matters  of  ])ublic  interest,  he  is  ready  to  do  his 
part. 


<;t/AC()I{  II.  .MKC'11L1N(t,  hardware  merchant. 
Riverside,  was  born  in  Armstrong  Count3', 
Pa.,  in  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Irwin)  Mechling.  .T.acob  Mechling, 
Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of 
Mechlenbnrg,  German}',  and  was  perhaps  married 
in  that  country.  He  was  a  ver}'  early  settler  of 
Armstrong  Count}',  and  there  Jacob,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born.  In  that  count}'  two  gener- 
ations lived  and  died,  and  three  were  born. 

Jacob  Mechling,  Sr.,  w.as  by  occupaticjn  a  tin 
and  copper  smith,  and  manufactured  copper  stills 
and  all  kinds  of  tinware  at  Kittanning,  having 
learned  tlie  trade  at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  Co., 
Pa.  He  was  married  in  Armstrong  County  to 
Mary  Irwin,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
Scotch  ancestry,  born  about  1820  or  1827,  She 
was  the  mother  of  five  children  :  Michael,  deceased, 
who  went  to  California  in  1S48,  and  died  there  un- 
married; Eliza,  the  widow  of  John  Neff,  who  when 
living  was  a  mechanic  of  Illinois  City,  Rock  Island 
Co,,  111.;  Mary,  the  widow  of  John  Kennedy,  who 
was  also  a  mechanic  and  farmer  of  the  same  county  ; 
Rosana,  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  P.  Forsythe,  of  Shel- 
don, 111.,  and  Jacob  H.,  our  subject,  who  is  the 
only  one  of  this  family  a  resident  of  Iowa.  His 
father  for  years  |)rior  to  his  death  lived  a  retired 
life. 

Our  subject  came  West  in  1854,  and  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade  in  Illinois  City,  After  complet- 
ing his  trade,  he  engaged  in  various  occupations 
until  li<02,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  126th  111. 
A'ol.  Inf.  He  was  a  iiarticipant  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  many  skirmishes  prior  to  his  pro- 
motion to  Second  Duty  Sergeant,  afterward  First 
Duty  Sergeant,  and  prior  to  his  discharge,  was 
Qiiartcrmsister  Sergeant  of  his  regiment.     After  re- 


turning home  from  the  army  he  became  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Muscatine,  remaining 
a  clerk  until  18GG.  While  a  resident  of  that  city 
he  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Frances  De  Graff, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Dc  Graff,  of  Rock  Island 
County,  111,  Daniel  De  Graff  was  the  owner  of  a 
farm  in  that  county,  but  by  trade  was  a  boot  and 
shoe  maker  for  many  years  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  A 
large  family  of  children  graced  their  home,  of  whom 
the  daughter  Frances  was  born  in  Rock  Island 
County,  III.  Of  the  family  the  sons  were  farmers, 
and  with  the  exception  of  Frances  and  Mary,  all 
the  daughters  have  wedded  farmers. 

In  18G7  Mr,  Mechling  engaged  in  the  grocery 
and  queensware  business  at  Muscatine,  with  Will- 
iam Beardsley  as  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Keardsley  <fe  Mechling.  Several  years  later  the  firm 
removed  to  the  promising  town  of  Riverside,  and 
until  1880  the  name  was  unchanged.  On  the 
twelfth  anniversary  of  their  business  relationship, 
Mr.  Beardsley  purchased  his  partner's  interest  in 
the  business  and  removed  the  stock  to  AVellraan, 
Iowa.  They  were  the  oldest  firm  in  the  city  prior 
to  their  removal  from  Muscatine,  and  were  the  first 
to  engage  in  general  merchaudi.se  in  the  new  town 
of  Riverside,  bringing  their  goods  in  wagons  from 
the  Iowa  River,  and  in  getting  into  the  town  site, 
had  to  lay  down  a  rail  fence  before  they  could 
drive  up  to  their  store.  The  partnership  existing 
for  twelve  years  was  of  the  most  pleasaiit  and 
profitable  char.acter,  and  no  record  was  ever  kept 
of  their  dealings  with  each  other.  Probably  such 
friendship  never  existed  in  a  business  way  in  this 
county.  Soon  after  Mr,  Beardsley  removed  his 
goods  to  Wellman,  Mr,  Mechling  opened  a  new 
stock  of  general  merchandise  in  the  same  building, 
and  one  year  later  lAIr,  W,  II.  Cress,  of  Virginia, 
purchased  an  interest  with  Mr.  Mechling,  and  seven 
years  later  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  disposed 
of  his  interest  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Druf.  July  21,  1.S87, 
Mr,  Mechling  purchased  the  hardware  stock  and 
good- will  of  (>.  W.  Edelstein,  and  is  the  present 
proprietor  of  the  business. 

Jacob  H.  Mechling  is  a  pioneer  in  business,  and 
also  deserves  further  mention,  as  his  was  the  third 
residence  built  on  the  town  site.  He  w.os  an  ar- 
dent  worker  in  securing  the   incorporation   of  the 
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village  in  1875,  and  was  a  member  of  the  first 
board.  In  consequence  of  tlie  refusal  of  the 
Mayor  to  serve,  the  first  official  papers  issued  after 
the  incorporation  of  the  town,  were  signed  by  Mr. 
Mechling,  Mayor  pro  tem.  Mr.  Mechling  w.as  a 
charter  member  of  No.  105,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  has 
passed  all  the  Chairs.  He  is  an  enterprising  and 
enthusiastic  worker,  and  as  a  man  is  esteemed  by 
his  townsmen,  none  bearing  greater  honor  than  he. 
Two  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mi-,  and 
Mrs.  Mechling — Harry,  a  clerk  ni  liis  father's  store, 
aged  twenty  years,  and  Dora,  now  in  her  four- 
teenth year.  Harry  has  almost  completed  a  com- 
mercial course  at  Elliott's  Commercial  College,  of 
Burlington,  and  will  graduate  in  six  months.  Al- 
though so  long  a  resident  of  a  Democratic  town- 
ship, Mr.  ^Iccliling  has  always  remained  a  stead- 
fast Republican,  and  is  a  leader  in  the  party  poli- 
tics of  the  township.  Seeking  no  office,  he  asks  no 
favors  in  a  political  sense,  and  while  a  soldier  he 
never  asked  for  nor  received  a  furlough,  neither 
does  he  desire  to  become  aught  but  what  lie  is,  a 
business  man  in  the  fullest  sense. 
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EDWARD  S.  BRINTON  resides  upon  section 
1 4,  Clay  Township,  and  is  engaged  in  gen- 
, ,    eral    farming  and    stock-raising.       He   was 

born  in  West  Chester,  Pa.,  Jan,  31,  ISlC,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Matlock)  Brinton,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  who  were 
the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  education 
in  tlie  common  schools  of  that  early  da}'.  His 
father  died  in  1840,  and  on  his  death  the  propert}' 
was  divided  between  the  children.  John  Brinton 
was  an  upright  man,  his  word  being  as  good  as  his 
bond.  He  was  a  well-to-do  farmer,  and  left  a  fair 
estate  for  that  da}'. 

In  the  spring  of  1«41  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
taking  his  portion  of  the  estate,  left  Pennsylvania, 
and  came  directly  to  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
and  purchased  800  acres  of  land  in  Clay  Towusiiip, 
for  which  he  paid  in  gold  the  sum  of  11,000.  He 
IT    at  once  erected  a  cabin   and  commenced   the  im- 


provenient  of  his  farm.  For  a  time  he  lived  alone 
in  his  cabin,  "keeping  bach,"  as  it  was  called,  .and 
then  rented  it  to  a  family  with  wlioin  he  lived  un- 
til iiis  marriage,  wliich  occurred  on  the  2i)th  of 
August.  ISI;),  with  iNIiss  Hannah  Hjde,  a  daughter 
of  West  and  Rebecca  (Hynes)  Hyde,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  of  Maryland. 
She  was  born  in  Virginia,  March  13,  1822.  Her 
father  died  July  1,  1801.  He  was  a  pioneer  in 
Wisconsin,  and  a  well-to-do  fanner.  Her  mother 
died  Feb.  7,  1885,  in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of  her 
age.  They  were  both  memliers  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

After  their  ninrriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinton  took 
up  their  abode  in  the  log  caliin  on  the  farm,  in 
which  he  now  lives,  and  for  years  endured  the 
hardshijis  incident  to  pioneer  life.  Eleven  children 
have  blessed  their  union:  Henry,  born  July  7,  1844, 
is  a  farmer  residing  in  Adair  County,  Iowa ;  George, 
born  April  5,  1846,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  died,  and  was  buried  in  Memphis;  John, 
born  June  23,  1848,  is  a  farmer  in  Adair  County, 
Iowa;  Oliver  P.,  born  Aug.  30,  1850,  resides  at 
home;  Addison  H.  and  Anson  H.,  twins,  born  Nov. 
8,  1852,  are  engaged  in  farming  in  Clay  Township; 
Sarah  R.,  born  Feb.  1,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  C.  M. 
Cady,  living  in  Adair  County,  Iowa;  Thomas  B., 
born  Dec.  IG,  1856,  is  engaged  in  fanning  in  Clay 
Township;  Stephen  M.,  born  Dec.  20,  1858;  Ben- 
jamin E.,  Aug.  4,  1861,  and  Mary  E.,  Aug.  29, 
1863,  all  reside  at  home. 

To  his  original  purchase  of  800  acres,  Mr.  Brin- 
ton has  added  by  subsequent  purchase,  until  he  has 
now  1,035  acres,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  old  log  cabin  has  long  since  given  place 
to  a  handsome  two-story  dwelling-house,  while  the 
rail  and  straw  barn  has  given  place  to  a  large  and 
fine  structure  40x60  feet,  with  20-foot  posts,  in 
addition  to  which  there  are  three  other  barns  on 
the  farm.  For  forty-six  years  Mr.  Brinton  has 
been  engaged  in  bringing  his  farm  to  perfection, 
and  certainly  has  one  of  the  finest  and  best  im- 
proved farms  in  this  section  of  the  State.  In  addi- 
tion to  general  farming  he  is  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively in  the  raising  of  a  superior  grade  of  stock, 
both  in  horses  and  in  cattle.  He  is  a  practical 
farmer,  one  ever  willing   to  learn   and  to  make  use 
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of  improved  inethofls.  He  is  u  iiuin  of  excellent 
judfjiiu'iit,  with  good  reasoning  powors,  and  is  not 
only  wuU  posted  in  regard  to  bis  own  peculiar  busi- 
ness, but  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
county,  Stjxtc  and  Nation.  Tlio  start  in  life  received 
from  his  father  enabled  him  to  escape  mucli  of  the 
hardship  experienced  b}'  young  men,  Init  lie  made 
good  use  of  that  which  was  given  him,  has  never 
squandered  anj'thing,  but  has  continually  added  to 
his  estate.  He  is  now  considered  one  of  the 
wealthiest  fanners  in  Washington  County,  rnliice 
many  others,  while  adding  to  his  possessions  he  has 
ever  been  liberal  and  a  friend  to  the  poor.  His 
home  lias  ever  been  a  hospitable  one. 
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OBKRT  MAXWELL,  decea.sed.  The  virtues 
of  mankind  are  usually  spoken  of  by  min- 
isters who  preach  the  funeral  sermon  of 
Xigisonie  worthy  member  of  their  congregation. 
But  how  soon  they  are  forgotten.  To  enshrine 
this  sketch  upon  an  historic  page  forever  holds  in 
remembrance  a  man  who,  during  his  life,  was  noted 
not  only  for  the  strictest  business  integrity,  but 
also  for  great  personal  and  social  worth. 

Robert  Maxwell  was  born  in  Brooke  County, 
Va.,  Jan.  16,  1792.  Before  this  time,  no  correct 
history  of  the  famil}^  can  be  given.  His  jiarents, 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Meeks)  Maxwell,  had  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Thomas  was  the  eldest  son.  Nancy 
was  the  first  born,  and  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Crossen,  who  later  moved  to  Nortliern  Indiana, 
and  both  died  there;  they  were  the  p.arents  of  sev- 
eral children.  Henry  married  Esther  Orr,  who 
bore  several  children,  and  is  referred  to  in  the 
sketch  of  Cajtt.  Thomas  Maxwell.  James  wedded, 
and  his  wife  bore  him  four  children.  John  be- 
came the  husband  of  Jane  Orr,  sister  of  Henry- 
Max  well's  wife;  they  became  residents  of  this 
count}'  about  1842.  and  reared  a  large  familj',  sev- 
eral of  whom  are  still  residents  of  the  county,  and 
Thomas,  their  son,  is  a  noted  physician  (jf  Kcokuiv. 
•Samuel  also  married,  and  has  several  children;  this 
family  remained  in  Ohio.  Elizabeth  married  Eli 
Fisher;  Rev.  (Jeorge  Fislier,  their  son,  is  resident 
pastor  of  tlie  Seceder  Cluirch  at  \\'nshinglon ;   they 


became  residents  of  Southeastern  Kansas.  Walter, 
who  married  Hannah  Hawthorne,  came  to  Iowa 
and  died  in  this  countj";  tliey  had  several  children. 
Thom.as  reinained  in  Ohio  and  married  Eliza 
Sweeney,  who  had  children.  Ruchel  M.,  the 
j'oungest  daughter,  remained  single,  and  resides  in 
Washington,  this  county. 

The  parents  of  Robert  Maxwell  moved  to  Harri- 
son County,  Ohio,  in  l.sOd.  settling  near  Cadiz. 
His  father  secured  lands  in  the  wildwood  at  that 
time,  built  a  log  cabin,  and  began  clearing  up  a 
farm  and  making  a  home,  which  for  many  years 
was  a  prosperous  and  liapp}'  one.  His  death  oc- 
curred before  that  of  his  wife,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  upon  his  own  land.  Robert  was 
twenty  years  of  age  when  the  War  of  1812  began. 
He  enlisted  under  Capt.  Joseph  Holmes,  in  Gen. 
Harrison's  brigade.  The  inclement  weather  and 
exposure  brought  on  sickness,  for  which  he  was 
discharged  in  the  spring  of  1813.  He  returned 
home,  and  Dec.  29,  1814,  his  marriage  to  Martha 
Ann  Crossen  was  celebrated.  She  was  born  May 
24,  1796,  near  Wilmington,  N.  J.,  of  Irish  parents, 
of  whom  no  history'  can  be  obtained.  Robert 
leased  a  piece  of  land  near  the  paternal  homestead, 
and  the}'  began  in  earnest  to  carve  out  for  them- 
selves a  fortune.  They  had  nothing  but  pluck  and 
energy  to  begin  with,  and  after  farming  on  rented 
land  for  several  years,  he  purchased  land  near  the 
old  homestead,  where  the  family  resided  until  their 
removal  to  this  count}'  in  1848.  Robert  vvas  a 
noted  hunter  and  an  unerring  shot.  He  even  after 
coming  to  this  county  often  indulged  in  his  favor- 
ite sport,  and  it  was  well  known  that  when  his  gun 
was  discharged,  game  in  plent}'  filled  his  larder. 
He  never  neglected  his  business  for  sport;  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  indefatigable  in  lalior,  and  as  his 
years  increased  his  lands  were  added  to,  and  he 
sold  two  nicely  improved  farms  in  Ohio.  Their 
children  were  all  born  in  Ohio.  Two  died  in  that 
State,  while  nine  came  to  Iowa — William,  Thomas, 
Robert,  Samuel,  Martha  A.,  John  W.,  Elizabeth  R., 
Nancy  and  Walter  J.  The  marriages  of  these 
childn'u  arc  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Walter  J. 
Maxwell,  to  wliich  the  attention  of  the  reader  is 
called.  John  C.  (.'armon  now  owns  the  land  pur- 
chased first  by  Robert  Maxwell  after  coming  to  this 
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count}'.  As  his  prosperity  was  continuous,  he  be- 
came wealthy,  and  at  the  time  of  his  deatii,  wliich 
occurred  Aug.  25,  1875,  he  owned  n  half-section 
t)f  land,  and  had  aided  largely  his  children,  who 
were  all  engaged  in  farming  and  who  have  each 
grown  well-to-do  during  their  business  life. 

At  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three,  this  old  hero 
passed  away.  Without  pain  liis  last  daj's  were 
spent.  The  life  that  he  had  lived  was  worthy  of 
emulation.  A  Christian  from  principle,  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Seceder  Church  about  1815,  and 
when  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  1858,  he  became  a  member,  and  none  more 
revered  its  doctrines  nor  lived  more  fully  up  to  its 
teachings.  Politicall}',  he  was  neutral  in  no  meas- 
ure. Decided,  firm  in  his  convictions  of  right, 
Robert  Maxwell  was  known  as  a  stanch  Whig,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  upon  its  organization,  and  his 
last  Presidential  vote  was  for  U.  S.  Grant  in  1872. 
He  died  as  he  liad  lived,  respected  alike  by  both 
old  and  young.  His  wife  survived  him  six  years. 
She  was  a  tender  and  loving  mother,  a  faithful 
wife  and  a  devoted  Christian.  Her  death  occurred 
July  25,  1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six. 
.Side  by  side,  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  lie  the  remains  of  those  worthy  people. 
United  in  life,  in  thought,  sentiment  and  faith, 
their  lives  were  full  of  peace,  and  discord  to  them 
was  unknown.  They  left  nine  children  and  106 
grand    and    great-grandchildren. 

As  an  addenda  to  this  and  to  still  further  com- 
l^lete  the  faniil}'  iiistory,  we  give  a  few  words  re- 
garding the  family  of  John  W.  Maxwell.  He  is 
the  fifth  son  in  age  of  the  children,  was  born  July 
4,  1830,  and  was  a  young  man  of  eigliteen  years 
when  coming  with  his  father  in  1848  to  this  county. 
In  February,  1858,  his  wedding  with  Miss  iMartha 
W.  George,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Martha  (Cant- 
well)  George,  was  celebrated.  Her  parents  came 
from  Hicliland  County,  Ohio,  to  this  county  in 
1853,  but  none  of  their  name  are  present  residents. 
Her  brother.  Rev.  Thomas  Cantwell  George,  is 
Professor  of  Natural  Science  in  the  University  of 
the  Pacific  at  San  Jose,  Cal.,  with  which  for  ten 
years  he  has  been  connected.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  John  W.  and  Martha  Maxwell :  Robert  C, 


deceased;  Jacob  G.,  Ina  L. ;  Howard  M.,  deceased; 
Etta  A.,  Clyde  M.;  Carl  A.,  deeeased,  and  Ollie 
B.  Jacob  G.  is  the  husband  of  Emma  M.  Ander- 
son, and  is  a  resident  of  this  township;  they  have 
one  daughter,  Lena  M. 

The  married  life  of  Jolin  and  Mrs.  Maxwell  was 
fraught  witli  much  happiness.  She  was  a  lady 
possessing  great  kindness  of  heart,  of  fine  educa- 
tion Bind  sterling  social  qualities.  Her  death  oc- 
curred Dec.  7,  1877.  In  the  autumn  of  1880,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  (Daughert}')  Stiles  became  his  second 
wife.  She  was  the  mother  of  thi'ee  children  by  iier 
first  husband — George  T.,  Arthur  D.  and  Ellen 
D.  Her  husband,  Moses  Stiles,  was  for  a  number 
of  years  a  commercial  salesman,  and  foi  some  time 
prior  to  his  death  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  himself,  at  Keota.  To  the  household 
of  John  W.  Maxwell,  want  has  ever  been  a  stran- 
ger. Inheriting  from  his  sire  correct  business 
habits,  he  has  accumulated  a  competenc}',  although 
a  comparatively  young  man.  His  broad  acres  are 
well  stocked,  and  his  fields  yield  abundant  harvests. 
To  none  more  than  the  Maxwells  does  this  town- 
ship do  honor. 


<j|J  ACOB  MOUSER,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  section  34,  English  River  Town- 
I  ship,  was  born  in  Shenandoah  County,  Va., 
f^))  Feb.  20,  1811,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick 
and  Nancy  (Lamb)  Mouser,  the  father  a  native  of 
Virginia,  born  in  1781,  and  the  mother  a  native  of 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1789.  The 
father  served  three  months  in  the  War  of  1812, 
with  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant,  under  Capt. 
Skelton. 

In  181G  the  famil}'  emigrated  to  Olivia,  Pickaway 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Mouser  bought  a  farm  which 
he  improved,  and  where  all  of  their  cliildren  were 
reared.  The  family  numbered  ten  children,  five 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  Isaac  died  in  1863, 
after  emigrating  to  Iowa,  where  he  bought  and  im- 
proved a  farm  ;  Jacob,  our  subject;  Margaret,  the 
wife  of  W.  II.  Reeves,  both  deceased ;  they  emi- 
grated to  this  county  in  1850;  Mar}',  ileceased, 
wife  of  David  Stiuson,  who   resides    in    La    Salle 
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County.  III.;  Ia'vI,  a  l.tiiiur  in  l'ic-k:iw:iy  County-, 
Ohio.  TIr'  (li'iitii  of  till'  fatiior  of  our  sulijuet  oc- 
cnrreil  in  l.s47.  al  llii'  age  of  si.\ty-.si.\  years,  on 
tlie  old  lidinc'stead  in  Oliio.  lie  wa.s  n  devoted 
menilxT  of  tiie  Haiitist  Ciiuieli,  and  was  |irnniinent 
in  all  rellijious  affairs  of  the  coniniunity.  His  wife 
was  also  a  member  of  the  l)a|)tist  C'liiireli,  and  <Iied 
at  the  ohl  home. 

The  educational  advanlanes  in  those  earl}'  days 
were  very  meager,  but  our  subjeet  made  go(jd  use 
of  his  oi)|)ortunities,  attending  the  common  schools 
when  not  at  work  upon  the  farm.  When  he  left 
home  he  lirst  engaged  in  niereanlile  pursuits,  and 
thi'u  drove  stock  over  the  mountains  to  Baltimore, 
riiiladel|)hui  and  New  Vork  City  for  about  four 
years,  and  tlien  entered  into  partnership  with  ^Vill- 
iam  h>kine  in  l)U3ing  and  driving  cattle  to  the 
Eastern  markets,  as  there  were  r.o  railroads  in  those 
days,  lie  was  quite  successful  in  business  and  con- 
tinued it  for  about  twelve  ye:irs,  or  until  l,S;jl, 
when  he  decided  to  go  West,  and  and  came  to  Kn- 
glish  Hiver 'I'ownship,  where  he -entered  200  acres 
of  land  upon  section  ."54^,  where  he  now  resides.  In 
August.  ISol,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  not  being  very 
well  i)leased  with  the  i)rairies  of  the  Western 
country,  as  he  had  always  lived  in  a  tiinbeied  coun- 
try, and  he  also  had  doubts  as  to  whether  the  West 
wonlil  ever  be  settled.  He  remained  in  Ohio  until 
1,S.5(),  wiien  he  again  came  to  his  farm  in  Washing- 
ton County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
now  nwn>  200  acres  under  a  flue  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, with  good  farm  buildings  and  all  modern  im- 
provements, and  has  lately  turned  his  attention  to 
the  raising  of  Shurt-horn  cattle,  keeping  on  hand 
a  good  grade  of  stock.  He  has  made  all  he  owns 
by  his  own  industry  and  hard  toil,  has  planted 
groves  and  orchards,  plowed  the  land  and  turned 
the  once  unbroken  [jrairie  into  a  land  of  iilenty. 

On  the  ;jd  day  of  July,  l>s5(i,  .Mr.  Alouser  was 
united  in  marriage  with  JHss  Ellen  E.  Uowe.  a  na- 
tive of  .Macoupin  County,  111.,  born  Dee.  20,  l.syj, 
and  the  daughter  <.)f  Henry  and  .Susanna  (Bradford) 
Rowc,  the  father  a  native  of  Soutli  Carolina,  and  the 
mother  of  Tennessee.  1  hey  emigrated  to  Iowa  in 
the  spring  of  18;J.H,  anil  settled  in  .lefl'erson  County, 
where  the^'  both  died,  the  former  in  November, 
183'J,  and  the    latter    in    lt<47.     Mrs.   Alonser  but 


faintly  recollects  her  parents,  as  she  was  very  young 
when  left  an  or|)iiai).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mouser  have 
been  blest  with  a  family  of  nine  children:  Laura, 
the  wife  of  Edward  F'^lynn  ;.Iolin  F.,  William,  Anna, 
Jessie  F.,  O.  1?..  Nellie  E..  Perry  U.  and  (ieorge  P., 
the  last  two  being  deceased.  The  chihlren  have 
all  received  a  good  education,  and  four  of  them 
are  now  teachers. 

Mr.  Mouse!'  has  held  various  townshij)  offices, 
and  is  jjolitically  a  Ki  pulilican.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Andrew  .lackson.  but  after  that  cast  his 
Vote  with  the  Whig  party  until  the  organization  of 
the  Re[)ublican  party,  when  he  espoused  its  princi- 
ples. 

ILLIAM  II.  RI LEV.  Justice  of  the  Pe.-»ee, 
.fordsville.  was  born  in  Harrison 
Ohio,  Oct.  24,  1830,  and  is  the  son 
of  Harrison  and  Sarah  A.  (Settle)  Riley.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  N'ath.an  Kile}',  was  born  in  Fau- 
quier County,  ^'a.,  where  be  married  and  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children.  They  emigrated  to  Har- 
rison Count),  Ohio,  in  1S2S.  where  both  jiarents 
remained  during  their  liietinic. 

Nathan  Riley  w.is  a  soldier  during  the  War  of 
1812,  serving  throughout  the  entire  campaign. 
Only  two  of  his  children  came  tt)  this  .State:  Na- 
than, Jr.,  who  Wedded  Miss  Frances  Ferry,  and 
Harrison,  father  of  Esquire  Riley.  IJoth  located 
at  Crawfordsville,  but  Harrison  came  first,  and  be- 
came a  citizen  in  1S4'.I.  Eight  I'hildren  were  born 
to  them  prior  to  their  coming — our  subject,  Jlar- 
tha  J.,  (Tcorge  W.,  .Inlia,  Henry,  John,  Nathan, 
Uavid  and  Mar}'.  Edwin,  Elizabeth  and  Charles 
were  born  in  this  county.  All  the  children  are 
now  living  e.vcept  Henry  and  .Martha.  The  latter 
was  the  wife  of  John  lierger.  of  W:>pello.  Three 
of  the  sons  were  soUliers  during  the  late  war,  Henry 
and  John  members  of  Co.  F,  11th  Iowa  \'ci|.  Inf., 
and  George  of  the  2.5th  Regiment.  (Jeorge  was 
wounded  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and  llenr}- 
lost  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Shiloli.  All  the  children 
have  been  married  cxcejit  Charles,  (ieorge  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Abigal 
Graves,  the  second  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Wake)  Sterling,  ' 
ttn<I  resides  at  Columbus  .lunction.      M;iry  was  the  T 
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wife  of  James  Wooley,  after  whose  death  she  be- 
came the  wife  of  Aiiflrew  Lester,  Postmaster  at 
Columbus  City.  .John  wedderl  Elizabeth  Lemon, 
and  is  a  resident  farmer  of  this  township.  Nathan 
married  Bliss  Addie  Ginn,  and  resides  in  Taj'lor 
County.  All  the  others  have  become  residents  of 
other  States.  David  married  Elizabeth  Jarvis,  of 
Louisa  Count}',  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Galesburg, 
Kan.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  William  Paisley,  a 
resident  of  Nebraska.  Char.es  now  resides  at  Red 
Oak,  Iowa.  Edwin  married  Miss  Leeper,  of  Win- 
field,  Iowa,  and  resides  in  Nevada. 

The  aged  father  reached  the  ripe  age  of  eighty 
years,  and  died  at  the  residence  of  our  subject  in 
1880.  His  wife  survived  him  two  years,  and  their 
remains  are  interred  in  Beauchamp  Cemetery,  on 
the  same  farm  that  the}'  ownett  for  several  years. 
The  first  land  owned  by  that  couple  was  entered 
after  their  coming,  upon  which  they  erected  their 
Srst  dwelling,  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
as  a  residence  by  W.  K.  Wooley.  One  by  one  the 
pioneers  have  passed  awaj',  until  few  are  left  to  tell 
the  story  of  early  times  in  the  new  countrj-,  and 
but  few  of  the  entire  facts  can  be  gleaned  from 
their  remaining  children.  Harrison  Rile}'  was  a 
man  of  limited  education,  but  largely  endowed  with 
a  keen  discrimination.  In  politics  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Whig  party  till  1844,  when  he  became  a 
Free-soil  party  man,  voting  for  James  G.  Birnej- 
for  President.  He  continued  to  vote  with  that 
part}'  till  tlie  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
when  he  identified  himself  with  it,  and  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  until  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
sons  are  all  Republicans.  For  more  than  luilf  a 
century  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church;  then  on  account  of  his  anti-slavery 
views  he  withcbew  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  this  village,  and  after 
the  slavery  question  had  been  settled  again  united, 
by  letter,  with  the  Methodist  Episeoijal  Cluirch, 
remaining  a  member  until  his  death. 

Our  subject  learned  with  his  father  the  trade  of 
boot  and  shoe  maker,  and  for  many  years  followed 
that  occupation  in  Crawfordsville.  His  marriage 
"to  Miss  Eunice  Hunt  was  celebrated  April  1,  1856. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children — Mattie,  J.'M., 
Virginia  and  Nellie.     Mattie  is  the  only   one  sur- 
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viving,  the  wife  of  Joel  Martin,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Olds  City,  Iowa.  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Riley, 
our  subject  wedded,  in  1864,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Han- 
cock, of  (Juincy,  111.  Her  husband,  Francis  Han- 
cock, was  a  prominent  manufacturer  and  dealer  in 
boots  and  shoes  at  Palmyra,  was  a  native  of  Bath, 
England,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  enlisted 
in  the  11th  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry,  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Newark,  Knox  Co.,  Mo.,  in 
August,  1862.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  one  daughter — George  E.,  William  B.  and 
Mary  J.  George  is  the  husband  of  Miss  Mary 
Denio,  and  resides  at  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  D.  L.  Hunting,  of  this  village. 

In  1.S81  our  subiect  received  a  commission  as 
Notary  Public.  In  1884  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  his  qualifications  caused  him  to  l)e 
re-elected  to  the  same  ofHce  in  1886,  of  which  he 
is  the  present  incumbent.  Esquire  Riley  has  been 
from  boyhood  identified  with  the  interests  of  this 
county,  both  in  a  social  and  business  sense.  Mrs. 
Riley  was  a  graduate  of  the  Baptist  Seminary  of 
Palmyra,  and  was  for  several  years  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Missouri.  Both  herself  and  Esquire 
Riley  are  well  educated,  and  are  prominent  factors 
in  social  and  Christian  circles  in  the  village. 


/^)  1^-^KLES  A.  OVERFELT,  farmer  and  stock- 
Ill  raiser,  was  born  in  Fulton,  Callaway  Co., 
^^^  Mo.,  in  1835.  He  is  the  son  of  Eli  M.  and 
Sarah  S.  (Parker)  Overfelt.  Eli  Overfelt  was  born 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  Aug.  8,  1808,  and  was  the  son  of 
Michael  Overfelt,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and 
was  married  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
a  wagon-maker  in  his  father's  shop.  He  was  the 
father  of  Eli  and  Aletha.  The  latter  wedded  Capt. 
Charles  B.  Rodgers,  who  was  a  Captain  of  a  company 
in  the  Florida  war  in  which  he  was  wounded,  and 
was  later  a  Captain  in  the  Mexican  War.  He  after- 
wards removed  to  Fulton,  Callaway  Co.,  Mo., 
where  his  death  occurred.  Keturah  V.  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  A.  Robbins,  a  jeweler  of  Iowa  City, 
one  of  the  first  of  his  profession  in  the  new  town. 
His  death  occurred  there  in  1856.  Irena  wedded 
William  Russell,  who  was  in  early  times  a  dealer  in 
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nogroes.  They  were  residents  of  Fulton.  Mo.  .lolni 
wedded  Miss  Staples,  and  after  licr  di'atii  weddi-d 
for  his  second  wife.  Minerva  Palmer,  lie  was  mar- 
ried a  tiiird  tinu'.  .Iiidilli  Slupparil  becoming  his 
wife.  Me  is  now  n  resident  farmer  of  Callaway 
C')nnt_v,  Mo.  Klijali  married  .Saraii  Slieppard.  and 
is  nisu  a  farmer  of  the  same  county.  Wiliiani  mar- 
ried in  California,  and  dnrinu'  his  lifetime  was  a 
ranchman  and  miner.  Hetlieiia  was  accideiilall_v  shut 
and  killed  wlun  ;i  child.  .Mai y  •'.  wedded  Charles 
A.  Hohhins.  after  the  deatli  of  her  sister,  his  first 
wife;  he  has  since  died,  and  his  widow  resides  in 
Iowa  City. 

Kli.  the  eldest  son  of  the  ahove-inentioned  family, 
wedded  .Sarah  S.  Parker.  Nov.  7,  1)^;!3,  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Fnlton,  Mo.  lie  ac(jnired  his  educa- 
tion while  working  at  the  bencli,  and  wliile  working 
at  his  trade,  studied  law  and  was  ndinitted  to  the 
bar  in  tiiat  county,  lie  then  relin(inislied  his  trade, 
and  about  If>4ll,  began  the  i)racticeof  law,  continu- 
ing the  same  until  liis  death.  Ilis  attainments  were 
of  lh.it  cliaiacter  which  made  him  the  cinjice  of  the 
Democratic  parly  of  Callaway  County,  for  Rep- 
resentative, and  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to 
that  oflice  in  1M40.  He  was  re-elected,  served  two 
3-ears  longer  and  died  while  in  otlice.  His  was  a 
life  full  of  promise,  and  as  an  advocate  of  party 
principles,  had  no  jjci'r  in  his  day.  His  death 
occurred  Aug.  17,  1844.  Ilis  wife  still  survives 
him  at  the  ripe  ago  of  seventy-three  years.  .She 
makes  her  home  with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  She  was  the  n. other  ol  eight  children,  two 
dying  in  infancy;  tjf  the  remainder  George  married 
Mrs.  Phiebe  (KUis)  Foster,  and  is  a  resident  shoe- 
maker of  What  Cheer,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa.  i\Iary 
J.  is  the  wife  of  John  Axtel,  a  resident  of  Wichita, 
K.aii.  After  the  death  of  her  fiist  husband,  Mrs. 
Overfelt  weddeil  .lohn  K.  Overstreet,  vvho  w.-is  a 
resilient  shoemaker  of  Fulton,  Mo.  He  w.as  a  native 
of  N'irginia,  and  during  their  married  life  two  chil- 
dren were  born,  twins,  James  K.  and  Laura  L. 
The  latter  died  when  twelve  ^ears  eld,  in  Iowa 
City.  James  is  nt)w  a  farmer  in  Idaho  Territory, 
.and  is  the  husband  of  Kale  Mcdloughliu.  They  are 
the  |)arenls  of  two  children — (iuy  and  tJertie. 

Onr  subject,  the  eldest  of  ICIi  Uverfelt's  children, 
grew  to  manhood  in  Callaway   County,  .Mo.      Dur- 


ing his  lioyhcMid  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  worked 
at  almost  anything  that  he  could  secure.  His  father 
was  an  ea.M',  gooil-natured  man,  who  trusted  ever}'- 
botlj',  and  fiii.ally  died  a  poor  man,  with  a  great 
deal  of  money  due  him,  scarcely  any  of  which  was 
collectable,  conseipienlly  Charles  was  left  to  care 
for  his  mother  and  the  younger  members  of  the 
family.  He  went  back  to  Fulton.  Mo.,  and  learned 
Iheb  lacksmilh  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  l.S,^C, 
when  he  was  kicked  by  a  vicious  horse  and  disabled, 
being  obliged  to  abandon  his  trade.  The  next  year 
he  came  to  Iowa,  and  localeil  in  Iowa  City,  where 
for  three  years  lie  drove  a  team  for  his  aunt,  Mrs. 
iMary  J.  Robbins. 

In  18(J0.  he  came  to  this  county  .■iiid  worked  for 
B.  W.  Coc.  until  .luly  ll'.  isill.  when  lie  enlisted  in 
Co.  (I,  (ith  Iowa  \'oi.  Inf.  When  at  Tipton,  Mo., 
he  was  att.acked  with  rheumatism,  brought  on  by 
exposure  to  the  rain  and  sleeping  on  the  muddy 
ground,  and  in  .laniiary.  1802,  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability,  and  returned  to  Washing- 
ton County.  Aug.  27,  1802,  he  was  married  to 
Nora  Williams,  the  <langliler  of  Lorain  A.  and  Kliza 
A.  (Palmer)  Williams,  who  came  from  near  Aurora, 
111.,  to  Washington  County,  in  1 8.50,  locating  in 
Iowa  Township.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  a  highly  eiliicated  geiitleinan,  and  for 
many  years  taught  school  after  coming  to  this 
county.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children, 
one  dj'ing  at  birlli.  and  the  other,  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  -Mr.  Williams  later  went  to  Missouri,  and 
his  wife  is  now  living  in  her  (laughter's  cosy  home. 

Five  children  have  blest  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Charles  Overfelt:  Ola,  the  first  daughter,  died 
at  the  age  of  six  months;  she  was  followeil  by  twin 
children,  who  died  at  birth;  Katie  L.  has  almost 
completed  her  education  at  the  State  Normal 
.School,  and  is  .a  teacher  of  this  county';  Charles 
Lester  will  have  all  the  opportunities  for  an  educa- 
tion which  wealth  can  bestow.  From  an  errand 
bo3'  without  a  dollar,  our  subject  has  cared  for  his 
mother  and  her  family,  reared  his  own  family,  and 
has  amassed  a  nice  fortune.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Washington  County  for  thirty  years.  He 
has  been  several  times  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  but  unlike  his  father,  he  has  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Republican    p.arty.     All  of  the  sons  of 
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Eli  Ovorfc'lt  were  soldiers  in  t lie,  lute  war.  (leorge 
was  a  member  of  Co.  B,  22(1  Iowa  \'<il.  Inf.,  of 
which  lie  held  a  commission  as  First  Lieutenant. 
Edward  was   in  the  'Jt\\  Cav.Mlrj'. 

The  silver  wediling  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
was  celebrated  Aug.  27,  1887,  the  occasion  being  a 
most  enjoyaliie  one.  To  the  good  people  of  Wash- 
ington County,  and  the  residents  of  Iowa  Town- 
ship, no  sketch  will  be  read  with  greater  interest 
than  this  of  Charles  A.  Overfelt.  Mrs.  Overfelt 
was  a  teacher  in  .lohnson  County,  Iowa,  prior  to 
her  marriage,  and  for  the  past  eleven  years  has  been 
Treasurer  of  the  School  Board  of  District  No.  4. 
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\|^RANCIS  .lOSEPH  SCIINOEBELEN,    far- 

Py  mer  and  stock-raiser,  was  born  in  Alsace, 
France,  in  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Brngert)  Schnoebelen,  both  of 
whom  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Alsace. 
By  trade  Joseph  .Schnoebelen  was  a  shoemaker, 
and  in  the  old  country  worked  at  the  bench.  Tliey^ 
emigrated  to  America  in  18;JG,  and  located  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  inirchased  a  farm  near 
Louisville.  In  Alsace  their  children  were  all  born, 
and  all  came  to  Iowa  in  1844,  except  Anthony, 
who  died  in  Ohio.  Their  children  were  named  as 
follows:  Joseph,  the  husband  of  Mary  Weber,  now 
a  resident  farmer  of  this  county;  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased, who  became  the  wife  of  (iregory  Gross,  a 
farmer  of  Johnson  County,  Iowa;  Mary  A.,  the 
■wife  of  Edward  Swift,  now  a  resident  of  Denver, 
Col.;  Vincent,  who  wedded  Margaret  Dutremont; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  Michael  Doll,  a  fanner  of 
Johnson  (bounty,  Iowa;  Nicholas  N.  is  the  hus- 
band of  Mary  Buquot;  Sigismund,  a  farmer  of  Iowa 
Townshii),  and  the  husband  of  Josephine  Sehmittle; 
Gregory,  also  a  farmer  in  this  township,  and  the 
husband  of  Josephine  Worlamout;  Frances,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  George  Edelstein,  who  is 
also  deceased. 

When  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Iowa, 
in  1844.  Mr.  Schnoebelen  purchased  several  claims, 
and  when  the  lands  were  o|)ene(l  for  entry,  he  se- 
emed patents  for  the  same,  the  first  at  Dulnupie 
and  later  at  F'airfield.     There  were   cabins   on  the 
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dilferent  claims,  of  which  one  was  selected,  and  into 
which  the  family  moved.  Gregory  resides  upon 
the  manor  farm,  and  the  first  cabin  stood  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  west  of  the  present  farm  house.  The 
children  were  of  much  service  in  helping  to  im- 
prove the  land.  Joseph,  the  eldest  son,  preceded 
his  father  in  coming  to  the  new  country,  an<l  his 
glowing  accounts  were  the  inducements  which 
brought  the  family  West.  Mr.  Schnoebelen  brought 
quite  a  sum  of  money  along,  and  w.as  one  of  the 
few  who  were  not  pinched  with  the  hard  times  that 
most  early  settlers  were  called  upon  to  face.  They 
moved  from  Uliic^  with  (.)x-teams,  and  their  new 
lands  were  soon  bearing  fine  crops.  The  family 
were  Catholics,  and  the  first  service  held  in  Wash- 
ington County  was  at  the  Schnoebelen  cabin  about 
1845,  Joseph  going  to  Iowa  City  in  his  lumber 
wagon  for  the  Bishop,  Rev.  Matthias  Loras,  who 
organized  a  church,  an<l  a  house  for  worship  was 
erected  on  land  donated  for  that  purpose  to  the 
church  by  Joseph  Schnoebelen.  He  lived  a  useful 
life,  and  died  at  the  .age  of  sixty-si.\  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  several  y^ears,  and  both  are  bur- 
ied in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church  where  for 
many  years  they  devoutly  worshiped. 

Our  subject  was  a  single  man  when  he  first  came 
to  this  county-,  and  the  first  work  of  importance  he 
eng.aged  in  was  helping  build  a  dam  across  English 
River,  where  the  first  mill,  owned  by  Fred  Felteman, 
now  stands.  The  next  year  he  went  to  Natchez, 
Miss.,  from  whence  he  returned  to  (_)hio,  and  his 
parents  came  West  with  him  the  same  year.  Jo- 
seph, Jr.,  and  his  father  returned  to  Ohio  with  a  team 
during  the  next  year,  to  collect  some  nnmey  due 
the  father,  and  while  there  our  sul)jeet  celebrated 
the  event  by  getting  married,  Miss  Agatha  AVeber 
becoming  his  wife.  The  wedding  occurred  in  Octo- 
ber, 1845.  Mrs.  Schnoebelen  was  also  born  in 
Alsace,  near  where  our  subject  was  born,  and  her 
parents,  John  and  Mary  A.  Weber,  emigrated  to 
Ohio  and  settled  in  Stark  County  five  years  before 
the  Schnoebelen  family  came.  About  one  month 
after  the  Webers  settled  in  Ohio  the  father  died, 
leaving  a  wife  and  six  children  in  poor  circum- 
stances. Mrs.  Weber  supported  her  family  on  a 
2-acre  tract  which  she  had  purch.ased,  by  kuilliug 
and  doing  work  of  every  kind.  She  reared  hef 
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children  well,  and  all  grew  to  he  useful  men  and 
women.  The  inotlicr  was  well  respected  during 
her  life,  and  died  on  her  little  farm.  Tiie  children 
were  rcsi)fcctivi>ly  :Z>It>sci)li,  who  married,  and  lives 
inOliio;  Mary  married  Sani  Beaverton,  a  I'aniur 
of  Wood  Connly,  Ohio;  Mary  Ann  married  An- 
drew Winegarden,  one  of  tiie  oldest  and  a  very 
prosperous  dealer  in  meats  in  Daj'ton,  Oiiin;  Louie 
is  married  and  resides  in  Fayette  County,  111.  Mrs. 
Scluioehelen  was  the  next  horn,  then  Kosa,  who 
married  David  Schidler,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Dayton,  Ohio.  The  wedding  tour  of  Francis  .1. 
Schnoebelen  and  his  wife  was  taken  in  a  spring 
wagon  from  Ohio  to  Iowa. 

After  their  arrival  in  Iowa  they  began  domestic 
life  in  the  paternal  dwelling,  and  Jose[)h,  .Ir.,  paid 
$1.50  for  a  claim,  and  later  $50  more  to  enter  it, 
but  the  ailininistrator  made  a  wrong  number  of  the 
lands,  and  Mr.  Scluu)ebeien  was  finally  ghjd  to  sell 
the  claim  for  $100,  and  for  several  vears  lived  on 
rented  land.  lie  |)rospered  however,  and  his  next 
purch.ase  of  land  was  located  with  a  land  warrant 
purchased  of  Nathaniel  McCliire,  being  the  eighty 
.icres  south  of  his  present  farm  residence.  The 
first  house  was  a  hewed-log  Imilding,  with  shingle 
roof,  that  Samuel  Younkin  and  other  old  settlers 
helped  raise.  It  was  considered  one  of  the  nicest 
homes  of  its  da^',  and  is  )'et  standing.  Mr.  Schnoe- 
belen and  his  wife  went  to  Iowa  Cit}^  with  tiie  first 
load  of  corn  he  ever  sold  in  this  countiT.  She  was 
going  to  fix  up  her  house  nicely,  and  intended  to  buy 
new  dishes,  etc.  The  corn  brought  twelve  and  a  half 
cents,  and  milk  crocks  brought  the  same  amount,  and 
mnslin  was  twent3'  cents  per  jard,  consequently  she 
only  brought  a  few  things  home.  He  .sold  his  first 
lo.ad  of  wheat  in  the  fall  of  1816,  hauled  it  to  Musca- 
tine, the  round  trip  taking  five  d.a3's,  and  sold  it  for 
18,  taking  it  all  in  trade  but  $1.50,  which  he  had  to 
have  to  p.aj'  his  taxes.  AVhat  made  this  tri|)  espec- 
ially eventful  was  the  loss  of  a  dollar  in  the  corn 
crib  of  Mr.  Hall.  The  dollar  w.as  found  and  re- 
turned a  year  later  b}'  Mike  Ween,  one  of  the  first 
blacksmiths  of  the  neighborhood.  The  hard  times 
were  passed  over  with  patience  and  good-will,  and 
after  awhile  better  days  came  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife.  Children  came  to  gladden  their  home. 
Kdward,  their   first-born,  died    when  twent3--eiglit 
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years  old.  He  was  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1846. 
Francis  A.  came  AVest.aiid  is  now  married  tv  Mary 
Hradley ;  then  Mary  W.,  the  wife  of  .John  Heitz, 
of  Solon,  .lolmson  Co.,  Iowa;  Elizabeth  married 
NMck  Siieppel.  a  fainur  of  this  county;  Schnoebelen 
is  tiiiinarried ;  Magdalen  wedded  I'eter  Schillig,  of 
this  county;  Frances  C.  married  Charles  Tiiumonn, 
!i  blacksmitli  nt  Riverside;  Sii;isiiiund  W.  wedded 
Mary  Carr,  and  is  also  a  farmer;  .lohn  married 
Frances  Scherrer,  and  also  resides  on  his  father's 
farm;  Tiierosa  is  the  wife  of  Ileiirj'  Fagle,  of  Rich- 
mond; Peter  died  in  infancy;  Celia  dieil  when  two 
and  a  half  years  of  age. 

The  years  following  the  war  brought  large  re- 
tiirns,  and  Mr.  Schnoebelen  from  a  poor  la<l  found 
himself  tiie  owner  of  large  herds  of  cattle  and 
man}'  Inoail  acres.  He  and  his  good  wife  were 
lioth  of  a  happy,  jovial  disiiosition,  and  everybody 
knows  liow  ready  the}'  were  to  crack  a  joke,  and 
how  their  talile  aiwa3's  groaned  lieneath  the  weight 
of  goi)d  tilings  that  Mrs.  Schiioelielen  knew  so  well 
how  to  preiiaro.  Tiieir  riper  years  are  [lassed  amid 
plentj',  and  witii  iheir  children  well  settled  around 
them,  they  may  rest  with  a  consciousness  of  having 
done  faithfull}'  their  part  in  life.  Looking  out 
from  tlieir  roomy  farm  house  may  be  seen  the  ex- 
coUoiit  ont-lniildings,  tlie  lierds  of  cattle  grazing  on 
the  broad  fields,  and  tiie  old  church  where  for  so 
man^'  3'ears  they  have  devt)Utl\'  worshiped.  Every 
one  who  knows  tliein  will  welctnne  liiis  sketch  of 
the  Schnoebelen  famil3'. 

* -^•fi^^^^-^Stf-. * 

•Yl  lEUT.  SAMUEL  K.  PALMER  is  a  farmer 
I  (©  '""^  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  8, 
..'Li^^  Washington  Townshii).  He  is  a  native  of 
Washington  Count3',  Pa.,  born  on  the  23d  day  of 
December,  is;34,  and  is  a  son  of  Thompson  and 
Eliza  (Moiu-e)  Palmer.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to  this  countr3'  in  1H32, 
and  located  in  Washington  Count3',  Pa.,  from  where 
tlie3'  subsequentl3'  removed  to  Carroll  County, 
Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
nine  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults,  and  four  of  whom 
are  now  living:  JIary  resides  in  Washington; 
David  resides  in  Washington  County,  Pa.;  B.  J.  is 
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:i  fiii-niei'  in  this  eonnty,  and  Samuel  li.,  tiR'Suliject 
of  this  slietfh. 

Thuniijsoii  I'ainior  was  a  man  of  intense  convic- 
tions, who  on  coming  t(i  this  country  associatc^d  for 
a  time  with  the  old  Whig  party,  but  on  account  of 
that  party  not  taking  what  he  considered  a  right 
stan<l  uimn  the  slavery  question,  he  became  a  Free- 
soiler,  and  voted  for  Birne}'  for  President.  His 
views  upon  the  slavery  question  were  verj'  positive. 
He  <lid  not  and  could  not  believe  that  one  man 
had  a  rigiit  to  own  another.  He  believed  that 
slaver}'  was  a  sin,  not  only  against  man  but  against 
his  (lod.  On  more  than  one  occasion  he  remarked 
that  slavery  in  this  country  would  cause  blood  to 
be  shed,  though  he  might  himself  uot  live  to  see  it. 
lie  di<l  not  live  to  see  his  predictions  verified,  but 
several  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood  became  actively 
engaged  in  the  war  that  was  caused  b}'  the  curse  of 
African  slavery.  Religiously,  Mr.  Palmer  was  a 
member  of  the  Associate  Church,  and  was  one  of 
tiie  working  membeis  of  that  body.  His  wife  was 
also  a  member  of  the  same  Church.  He  die<]  about 
1S.52,  while  his  wife  lived  till  1879,  dying  in  this 
county. 

Lieut.  Palmer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  where  the  family 
emigrated  at  an  early  day.  In  ISoU,  he  came  to 
Washington  Count}',  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  remaining  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  8th 
Iowa  \'ul.  Inf.,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service 
with  his  regiment  at  Camp  McClellan,  Davenport, 
Iowa,  in  September,  1861.  A  few  days  after  being 
mustered  into  service  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Benton  Barracks,  Mo.,  from  which  place  it  was  sent 
in  the  raid  after  Price,  an<l  then,  in  March,  18G2, 
to  Pittsburg  Landing.  In  the  engagement  that 
followed,  known  as  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  at  that 
point,  called  the  "  Hornet's  Nest,"  with  man\' 
Others,  he  was  taken  [jrisoner.  He  was  first  taken  to 
Memphis,  and  there  remained  ten  days,  and 
was  then  sent  to  Mobile.  Ala.,  where  he  likewise 
remained  ten  da3's.  Soon  after  this  he  was  sent  to 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  where  he  remained  one  night. 
Macon,  (ia.,  was  the  next  point  to  which  he  was 
sent,   and   where   he   remained  until  the  regiment 
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was  paroled.  Returning  north,  he  was  sent  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  ami  subsequently  to  St.  Louis, 
where  they  remained  until  their  exchange.  Leave 
of  absence  being  gran teil  to  him.  he  went  liome,  re- 
mained a  time,  and  rejoined  his  command  at  St. 
Louis.  He  was  present  at  the  siege  and  capture 
of  Vicksburg,  and  at  both  battles  of  .lackson. 
The  regiment  then  returned  to  Vicksburg.  where 
it  remained  until  fall,  and  then  joined  .Sherman  and 
became  [lart  of  the  1.5th  Army  Corps.  The  regi- 
ment soon  afterward  veteranized  and  received  fur- 
loughs, the  greater  number  returning  to  their 
homes. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  the  regiment  became  pai't 
of  the  16th  Army  Corps  and  joined  (Jen.  Canby's 
command  at  New  Orleans.  It  was  subsequeiitl}' 
engaged  in  the  assaults  on  Spanish  Fort.  Jlr.  Pal- 
mer soon  after  the  organization  of  the  company, 
was  made  Third  Sergeant,  and  served  as  such  until 
March  17,  1864,  when  he  was  commissioned  as 
First  Lieutenant.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the 
regiment  in  Blay,  186.'),  at  Montgomer}',  Ala. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Palmer  returned 
home,  and  in  1866  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  M.  A.  Stewart,  a  daughter  of  .lohn  and 
Matilda  (McCullongh)  Stewart,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  this  county.  She  was  born  in  1843.  By 
this  union  there  are  two  children — Harry  K.  and 
Mont.  Floj'd.  In  [jolitics,  Lieut.  Palmer  is  a  Re- 
publican. He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  body  his  wife  is  also  a  mem- 
ber. Mr.  Palmer  is  now  living  one  and  one-half 
miles  north  of  W.ashington,  on  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 


m 


APT.  THOMAS  H.  MAXWELL  was  born 
in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  21,  1834. 
He  is  a  son  of  Henrv  and  Esther  (Orr) 
Maxwell.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Max- 
well, vvas  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  Robert  Orr,  his 
maternal  grandfather,  from  County  Down,  Ireland. 
Thomas  Maxwell,  Sr.,  wedded  Rachel  Meek,  a  Scotch 
lady,  after  he  came  to  America,  and  Robert  Orr 
liecame  the  husband  of  Ann  Huston,  after  his  com- 
ing to  the  United  States.      Both  the  Maxwell  and 
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Orr  fninilies  first  settled  near  fSteiil)t'iiville.  Ohio. 
Mr.  Maxwell  ri'iiu>ve<l  to  Il.arrison  County.  Ohio, 
in  liH12.  and  Mr.  Orr  a  few  3'ears  later,  settling 
north  of  Cadiz  six  niilt's.  where  both  lived  and 
died.  Mr.  Maxwell  was  the  fatlier  of  ten  children. 
and  Mr.  Orr  was  the  father  of  nine  daughters.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  for  upward  of  fort}'  years  held  that  ofliee.  lie 
died  in  18;j6.  at  the  ri|)e  old  .age  of  ninety-two 
years.  After  holding  the  ottice  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  more  than  a  score  of  years,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  he  had  not  been  naturalized,  and  a 
special  act  was  passed  by  the  Ohio  Legislature 
legalizing  his  ollicial  acts  to  that  date. 

Henry  Maxwell  was  the  father  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom  came  to  Iowa,  our  subject 
and  his  brother  Samuel,  who  with  his  sister,  Mar}' 
J.  Patton,  constitute  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family.  In  1854,  Capt.  Maxwell,  then  a  young 
man  twenty  years  of  age,  came  to  Crawford  'l\)wu- 
shii).  this  count}-,  and  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  during  the  summer,  and  engaged  in  the 
profession  of  teaching  school  in  the  winter  months. 
His  first  school  was  taught  in  District  Ko.  5,  in 
1857.  Until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  con- 
tinued in  the  same  occupation,  but  the  tocsin  of 
war  roused  the  intrepid  3'oung  man,  who,  full  of 
patriotism,  w.is  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  to  do  battle 
for  the  flag.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co. 
C,  8th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  as  a  private,  and  after  his 
discharge  he  again  enlisted  as  a  jirivate  in  Co.  I, 
2.')th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.  His  attainments  and  soldierlj' 
bearing  made  him  the  choice  of  the  company,  and 
after  the  resignation  of  Capt.  S.  A.  Russell,  our 
subject  was  unanimously  elected  Captain  of  the 
company'.  From  the  beginning  he  saw  active  serv- 
ice until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  he  served  in 
ever}'  battle  participated  in  b}'  his  company  and 
regiment  until  his  resignation,  June  1  G,  1 8(!4.  From 
the  first  attack  on  N'icksburg,  on  to  the  bloody  af- 
fray at  Arkansas  Post,  Grand  Gulf,  Port  Gibson, 
the  taking  of  ^'icksburg,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mis- 
sionary Ridge  and  Taylor's  Ridge,  he  was  at  the 
front,  and  to-day  the  gallant  soldier  is  a  physical 
wreck  in  consequence  of  exposure  and  fatigue. 

In  a  measure.  Mr.  Maxwell's  health  was  regained 
after  his  return   from   the   army,   and   on   April  5, 


1866,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Ilauthorne 
was  celeliratcd  in  this  township  at  the  home  of  her 
parents,  Hugh  B.  and  Grisella  A.  Hawthorne.  The 
young  couple  remained  upon  a  farm  three  years, 
then  came  to  this  pleasant  village  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside.  Four  children  grace  their  union 
— Jennie  M.,  John  R.,  William  R.,  and  Drusilla  E. 
The  eldest  daughter  h.is  been  carcfull}'  educated 
and  for  several  terms  her  services  as  teacher  have 
been  secured  in  Crawford  Township,  the  last  time 
in  District  No.  5,  where  her  father  taught  his  first 
term  in  1857. 

In  1864,  Capt.  Maxwell  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Pe.ice  when  he  began  the  studj'  of  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
pr.actice  of  law  in  this  and  other  counties,  and  has 
done  considerable  business  in  the  courts.  He  has 
been  a  Trustee  of  this  township,  and  his  oflicial  and 
private  acts  have  been  such  as  commend  him  to 
the  public  as  a  soldier,  a   citizen  ami  a  L;entieinan. 


WILLIA.M  U.  JKFFKKY,  capitalist,  came  to 
W.ashington  County  when  a  small  boy,  and 
has  since  made  it  his  home.  He  was  born 
in  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  22,  1836,  and  is  the 
son  of  Asahel  and  Nancy  (Stephens)  Jeflfrey.  His 
father  was  born  on  Long  Island  in  1812  and  nu>ved 
to  Indiana  at  a  very  early  day,  and  there  married 
Nancy  Stephens,  March  16,  1835.  The}'  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  as  follows:  William  R.,  of  Washington, 
Iowa;  Marion,  a  farmer;  Jeremi.ah,  a  resident  of 
Wymore,  Neb.;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Frank  James, 
exjjress  agent,  Greenfield,  Adair  C\).,  Iowa;  Hiram, 
stock  and  grain  dealer  in  Page  Count}',  this  State. 
Asab.el  Jeffrey  in  early  life  was  a  Democrat,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  position  of  the  party  on  the 
slavery  question,  became  a  Republican,  casting  his 
first  vote  with  that  party  in  favor  of  Alirahani 
Lincoln  for  the  Presidency.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Epi-scopal  Church,  and  died  in 
March,  1887,  at  his  home  in  Washington.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  1843  and  located  in  Oregon 
Township,  where  he  entered  200  acres  of  land  with 
a    land    warrant,    and    where   he    resided    until    his    1 
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death.  Few  men  were  better  known  or  more 
highly  respected  by  those  who  knew  him  tlian 
Asahei  .Teffrej-.  A  sketch  of  him  will  appear  in 
this  work. 

Willliani  K.  Jeffrey  was  the  first  child  of  Asahei 
and  Nancy  Jeffrey,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  when  a  lad  of  seven  years.  Notwith- 
standing his  tender  jears,  he  helped  haul  the  logs 
to  build  the  first  school-house  in  Oregon  Township, 
and  attended  the  first  school.  It  was  three  miles 
from  his  home,  but  for  three  months  in  winter  he 
was  daily  in  attendance.  Here  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  by  home 
study  as  well  as  in  the  school,  obtained  a  fair  edu- 
cation. He  engaged  in  teaching  school  himself 
until  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  in  1.SG2  for 
"  300,000  more,"  when  he  dropped  his  books  and 
enrolled  as  a  member  of  Co.  C,  19th  Iowa  Vol. 
Inf.,  was  appointed  Color  Sergeant,  and  as  such 
marched  with  the  regiment  to  the  front.  The  regi- 
ment rendezvoused  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  at  Keokuk,  from  which  place  it  was  sent  to 
St.  Louis  and  from  there  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  on  a 
raid  after  the  bushwhackers  infesting  that  portion 
of  the  State,  and  who  were  commanded  by  Jlarma- 
duke,  who,  in  1884,  was  elected  Governor  of  Mis- 
souri. 

While  on  the  battle-field  where  Gen.  Lyon  was 
killed  a  few  months  previously,  the  regiment  re- 
ceived orders  for  a  forward  movement,  and  with 
others  engaged  the  rebel  army  at  Prairie  Grove, 
Dec.  7,  18C2,  where  Mr.  Jeffrey  was  wounded  by 
a  piece  of  shell  near  the  knee,  carrying  away  a 
portion  of  the  flesh,  and  with  it  the  nerve,  thus  dis- 
abling him  for  life.  AVliile  lying  upon  the  field 
one  of  his  toes  was  shot  off.  The  battle  raged  un- 
til night,  the  men  sleeping  upon  their  arms,  ex- 
pecting to  renew  the  engagement  the  next  morning. 
When  daylight  came  the  rebels  were  not  fo  be 
seen,  having  disappeared  in  the  night..  Mr.  Jeft'rey 
had  his  wounds  dressed  in  the  field  hospital,  where 
he  remained  for  a  short  time  and  was  then  sent  to 
Fayetteville,  then  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  then  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  remained  until  Nov.  2,  18G3, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

Returning  home  and  being  incapacitated  for  out- 
door employment,  he  began    teaching  school,   in 


which  profession  he  continued  until  the  fall  of 
18G4,  when  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  Washing- 
ton County,  and  was  re-elected  in  LSCG,  serving 
for  four  years.  While  Recorder  he  coni|)il('d  the 
first  abstract  books  of  Washington  County,  and  on 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  engaged  in  the 
abstract  and  real-estate  business,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1882  with  good  success.  In  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Washington  Count}-  Savings  Bank, 
Mr.  Jeffrey  took  an  active  interest  and  was  one  of 
its  principal  stockholders.  He  was  elected  its  first 
Vice  President,  a  position  which  he  3'et  holds,  and 
is  also  one  of  its  Directors. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  was  first  married  in  Louisa  Count}', 
Iowa,  in  1860,  to  Miss  May  Olds.  By  this  union 
there  were  four  children :  Lillie,  the  wife  of  S.  R. 
Wallace,  of  Washington;  William  R.,  Jr.,  a  student 
at  Mt.  Pleasant;  Hiram  G.,  of  Ilarlington,  Neb., 
and  A.  P.,  a  farmer  in  this  county.  Mrs.  Jeffrey 
died  March  9,  1869.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  sincere  Chris- 
tian woman.  Mr.  Jeffrey's  second  wife  was  for- 
merly Miss  Lida  Wright,  by  whom  he  has  four 
children — Mertie,  Kale,  Jessie  and  J(jhn  II.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Jeft'rey  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R. 
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J^\  ATTHEW  P.  DONAHEY,  residing  upon 
section  12,  township  7.5  north,  of  range 
8  west,  an  attachment  to  Washington 
Township,  came  to  Washington  County  in 
1846,  the  year  in  which  Iowa  was  admitted  into 
the  Union.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  Count_y, 
Ohio,  Jan.  1,  1827,  and  is  tiie  son  of  .lohn  and 
Sarah  (Picken)  Doiiahey,  the  former  a  native  of 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  of  Harrison 
County,  Ohio. 

John  Donahey  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
Harrison  Count}*,  Ohio,  at  a  very  early  day,  they 
being  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  that  county. 
John  was  there  reared  on  a  farm,  and  when  he 
grew  to  manhood  married  Sarah  Picken.  Imme- 
diately after  his  marriage  he  proceeded  to  clear  out 
a  farm  in  the  heavy   timber   of   Harrison   County, 
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aud  there  remained  until  the  fall  of  1846,  vvlien  he 
came  to  Washington  County.  I(nv;i.  liiii'  lu'  en- 
tered (iOd  acres  of  wild  land  and  procoeded  to  im- 
prove a  farm,  lie  died  in  IS.i  1,  at  llic  age  of  lifty- 
four  years.  His  widow  survived  him  lu.iiiy  years, 
dying  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry  Co..  Iowa,  in  KS7G, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  They  reared  a 
family  of  five  girls  and  four  lioys:  Nanc^'  married 
Samuel  Wallace,  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  Union  County  of  that  .State,  in  187i);  Mat- 
thew, the  suliject  of  our  sketch ;  .Susanna  marrie<l 
John  Cecil,  tif  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  aud  died  in 
Marion  County,  Iowa,  in  l.s.Sl;  Hohertson  died  in 
li^54,  in  \\M?liington  County.  Iowa,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years;  Hirnoy  died  in  I.SG.J,  at  the  age 
of  twenty -seven  yeais,  in  Washington,  Iowa;  Ful- 
ton died  in  ltS74,  at  the  age  of  thirty-si.\  years,  in  the 
same  place;  Martha  .).  is  the  wife  of  .Simon 
JMcLaughlin,  aud  now  resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa:  Adeline  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  K.  Shatter,  of 
Johnson  County,  Iowa;  Alpha  P.  is  now  resi<ling 
in  Montana.  Few  men  were  better  known  at  the 
time  of  his  death  than  Joini  Uonahey,  and  none 
more  universally  respected.  He  was  a  meniljcr  of 
the  Christikn  Church. 

Matthew  P.  l)onahe3-,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
came  with  his  jjarents  to  Washiiiglon  County,  and 
lived  with  them  one  year  after  they  here  settled. 
He  then  engaged  with  Mich.ael  Hayes,  for  whom 
lie  worked  until  IMay,  l.s4y,  then,  in  company 
with  ISlr.  Hayes,  Jacob  Keusler  and  Hon.  A.  C. 
Price,  now  of  Sigourney,  Iowa,  hired  men  and 
went  West,  where  they  engaged  in  capturing  buf- 
falo calves,  which  the}'  bred  on  their  farms.  The 
next  year  he  worked  for  P.  C.  McKinnie,  of  Wash- 
ington, as  a  teamster,  and  then  engaged  with  Ken- 
dall <k  JIcFarland,  in  selling  goods  from  a  w.ngon 
through  this  part  of  the  State.  After  remaining 
in  their  employ-  about  a  year,  he  took  an  interest 
in  the  enterprise,  and  continueil  in  that  line  of  trade 
for  seven  years,  during  which  time,  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Kendall,  he  ran  a  line  of  stage-coaches 
from  Davenport  to  Oskaloosa,  and  also  carried  the 
United  States  mail.  While  eng.aged  in  this  busi- 
ness, in  company  with  .Mr.  Kendall,  he  entered 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  between  Davenport  and 
Oskaloosa.  A  large  portion  of  the  laud  was  near 
4» 


the  present  city  of  What  Cheer,  in  Keokuk  County. 

The  town  of  Springfield  was  laid  out  by  Messrs. 
Donahey  and  Kendall. 

In  l!S.j7  .Mr.  Douahey  sold  out  the  stage  busi- 
ness and  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Oska- 
loosa, and  also  in  .Sigourney,  having  the  best  stable 
in  each  i)lace.  In  this  business  he  continued  until 
1860,  when,  after  casting  his  vote  for  .'Stephen  A. 
Douglas  for  President,  he  movi'd  to  a  farm  in  Keo- 
kuk County,  near  .Sigourney,  where  he  lived  one 
year,  and  then  moved  to  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion 12,  Washington  Townslii|).  where  he  (^wiis  170 
acres  of  laud,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
For  some  time  Mr.  Donahey  has  been  somewhat 
extensively  engaged  in  breeding  tine  Imrses  of  the 
Bashaw  and  .Membrino  stock.  He  has  at  this  writ- 
ing, in  August,  1887,  about  lliirty-live  head  of  the 
latter  breed. 

Mr.  I)oiiah(?y  was  m;uried  in  1  8.');{  to  Miss  Klizn 
Thompson,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  d;iugliter  of  .John 
Thompson.  Nine  ciiildreu  have  been  born  unto 
them:  Minnie  C. ;  Aruiinda,  in  Mi.ssoiiri:  1).  M., 
now  residing  in  Dakota,  eng.aged  in  I'nrming  and 
stock-raising;  Kdward,  now  in  Dakot;i,  engaged  in 
the  same  business;  Klva,  a  book-keeper;  Viola,  a 
teacher;  Samuel  T.  aud  Anna  reside  at  honic. 

Mr.  Donahey  is  well  known  throughout  this  sec- 
tion of  countrj-.  He  is  a  man  well  posted  in  i>ub- 
lic  affairs,  one  with  a  mind  of  his  own,  and  one 
who  can  freely  express  himself  ni)on  all  ipiestions  of 
public  interest.  He  is  of  a  jovial  disi>osition,  one 
who  knows  how  to  give  and  receive  a  joke.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  Democrat  of  the  strictest  sect  of 
our  religion. 

r^j^>i.HOMAS  P.  .MtREYNOLDS,  section  36, 
Lime  Creek  Township,  is  a  native  Hawk- 
eye,  born  in  Henry  County,  in  1838,  and 
is  the  son  of  UoUins  and  Mary  (Holland)  .McReyn- 
olds.  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
latter  of  Georgia.-  They  moved  to  Henry  County 
in  September,  1838,  and  settled  seven  miles  south- 
east of  .Mt.  Pleasant.  There  they  lived  about  two 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Washington  County,  , 
settling    in    Iowa   Township,    near    the    mouth  of   ^ ' 
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Davis  Creek.  There  Rollins  McReynolds  took  a 
(.•laini  .and  impruvod  it.  After  living  in  Iowa 
Township  a  short  time,  the  family  moved  to  John- 
son County,  and  there  lived  four  or  five  years,  re- 
turning once  more  to  Washington  County,  set- 
tling in  Iowa  Township,  where  Mr.  IMcReynolds 
bougiit  forty  acres  of  land.  After  living  there 
about  fifteen  years  they  again  removed  across  the 
line  into  Johnson  County,  where  Mr.  McReynolds 
improved  a  farm  of  I  GO  acres,  and  where  he  died  in 
1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  Mrs.  McReynolds 
survived  him,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-flve.  The 
former  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  latter  of  the  Seventh-Day  Ad- 
ventists. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  new  country.  At  the  age  of  twentj'-two 
years  be  left  home  and  went  to  Mills  County, 
Iowa,  and  there  worked  on  a  farm  until  July  1, 
18G1.  when  in  response  to  the  call  of  President 
Lincoln  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  4th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
and  served  his  country  faithfully  until  Aug.  5, 
1865.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge, 
Chickasaw  Bluff,  Arkansas  Post,  first  and  second 
battles  of  Jackson,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where 
with  his  regiment  he  was  under  fire  for  forty-seven 
days,  the  battles  of  Cherokee  Station,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Kenuesaw  Mountain, 
Atlanta,  Ezra  Chapel,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy  Sta- 
tion, Resaca,  siege  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Ben- 
tonsville,  N.  C.  In  1864  he  veteranized,  and  with 
his  regiment  was  in  the  march  to  the  sea,  and  in 
the  grand  review  at  Washington.  On  receiving 
his  discharge  he  returned  to  his  iiome  in  Johnson 
County,  remained  a  short  time  and  then  came  to 
Wasliingtou  County,  and  settled  on  section  36, 
Lime  Creek  Township,  where  he  bought  thirty  acres 
of  partially  improved  land,  and  commenced  its 
furtiier  improvement.  He  has  now  eighty  acres  of 
fine  land,  all  under  cultivation. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  186.5,  Mr.  McReynolds 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Tamer  Dorrance, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  William  and 
Naomi  (Roljinson)  Dorrance,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Her  parents 
came  to  this  county  in  1852,  and  her  father  died 
-M» 


in  1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  Her  mother 
is  still  living  in  Lime  Creek  Township,  at  tlie  age 
of  seventy-nine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McReynolds  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Clara  N.,  who  died 
Sept.  8,  1881,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  Charles 
C,  born  Dec.  8,  1872;  Myrtie  M.,  born  June  12. 
1875.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Sev- 
enth-Day Advent  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Hc- 
pubican. 

Commencing  life  iu  limited  circumstances,  by 
hard  work  and  good  management  Mr.  McReynolds 
has  accumulated  a  competency.  On  the  9th  of 
Msiy,  1882,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his 
house  burned,  entailing  considerable  loss  upon  him. 
As  an  illustration  of  how  "bread  cast  upon  the 
waters  will  return  after  many  days,"  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  while  the  city  of  Columbia,  S.  C, 
was  being  burned  by  the  soldiers  Mr.  McRe3'nolds 
assisted  Joseph  Denk  of  that  place  to  save  his  home 
from  being  destroj'ed  by  fire.  In  some  way  Mr. 
Denk  hoard  of  the  destruction  of  the  house  of  Mr. 
McReynolds,  and  at  once  sent  him  $25  as  a  partial 
reward  for  the  services  rendered  during  the  time 
Columbia  was  burned.  The  neighbors  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Reynolds were  also  very  kind  to  him  in  his  trouble. 


'^y^OHN  STEWART,  farmer,  section  31,  Jack- 
son Township,  was  born  in  York  District, 
on  the  Catawba  Indian  Reservation,  South 
(^M  Carolina,  July  2,  1809.  He  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Graves)  Stewart.  They 
were  native  born  South  Carolina  people.  The 
parents  of  Elizabeth  Graves  died  in  that  State,  but 
left  a  family-  of  two  daughters  and  eleven  sons. 
Samuel  Stewart  had  a  plantation  and  owned  several 
slaves.  The  last  were  dispensed  with  before  the 
family'  emigrated  to  Greene  County,  t)hio,  about 
1820,  settling  near  Xenia,  on  the  Jamestown  Turn- 
pike. Robert  Stewart,  brother  of  Samuel,  came  from 
South  Carolina  at  the  same  time  and  purchased  an 
adjoining  farm.  His  aged  father  came  along  and 
made  his  home  with  his  son  during  his  lifetime, 
dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three. 

To  Samuel  Stewart  and  his  wife   were  born  thir- 


-•► 


i 


t 


-4^ 
620 


,t 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


teen  cliiliiren.  Of  these,  all  reached  uiatiirity  ex- 
cept the  3-()uiifi;est.  .Jane.  John,  Williiim,  .lames, 
Robert.  Elizabeth,  Hannah.  Smnuel,  .Toscph,  .Icsse, 
Jonathan.  .Sarah  and  the  ttne  who  died  in  cliild- 
hoo<l.  .lonatiian  was  a  ministi-r  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  faith,  and  died  in  Adams  Countj', 
Ohio.  James  became  a  piiysician  and  is  3'et  a  resi- 
dent of  Cedarvilie,  Ohio,  never  having  changed  iiis 
location.  Robert  practiced  medicine  for  years  in 
Ohio,  hiter  in  Missouri,  and  is  now  a  retired  resi- 
dent of  Xenia,  Ohio.  Jes.se  is  also  a  resident  of 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  for  years  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  trade  at  Cincinnati  and  elsewhere. 
The  remainder  of  the  sons  were  farmers. 

In  1.S24  our  subject  was  married  to  MaliUla  X. 
McCullough,  born  on  the  ocean  while  her  jwrents 
were  en  route  from  ICurope.  They  were  of  .Scotch- 
Irish  stock,  aTid  settled  near  Yellow  Springs,  (ireene 
Co.,  Ohio.  After  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
began  domestic  life  upon  lands  owned  by  our 
subject  from  his  boyhood,  on  Cedar  Creek  in 
that  county.  Joiin  had  been  well  versed  in  "  |)io- 
neering,"  having  aided  in  clearing  up  many  acres 
of  dense  forests,  and  he  could  roll  logs  or  build 
a  cabin  .as  quickly  as  any  man.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children — Klora  I).,  deceased;  Sam- 
uel K.,  deceased;  Mary  A.,  Francis  A.,  William  A., 
Flora  . I.,  .Sarah  M.\  Emma  G.,  deceased;  John  F. 
and  George  M.  The  latter  was  born  after  the  ar- 
rival of  his  parents  in  this  county.  They  settled 
on  a  tract  of  |)arll3'  improved  land  in  1S57. 

The  present  farm  of  .Mr.  .Stewart  was  his  second 
purchase,  made  the  next  year  alter  his  arrival  in 
this  county,  and  on  which  his  modern  farm  house 
was  built  in  18GI.  He  has  upon  the  latter  farm 
made  all  the  improvements,  and  every  tree  which 
now  gives  such  grateful  shade  was  planted  by  him 
more  than  tiiirty  years  ago.  His  wife  was  a  well 
ediicale<l  lady,  whose  mother  was  a  teacher  in  Ire- 
land, and  three  of  her  daughters — .^latilda.  Flora 
and  Emma — became  teachers  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  county.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Stewiirt  occurred 
Marcii  12,  l.Si;,),  and  in  October  of  that  year  Miss 
Knima  S.  Ferguson  became  his  wife.  .She  was  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
John  C.  and  Anna  (Alcorn)  Ferguson.  Anna  Al- 
coi'n  WHS  liiirn  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  after 


her  nianiage  in  America  bore  eleven  children,  all 
living  except  one. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  .Stewart  came  to  this  county 
in  1  8.57,  settling  three  miles  west  of  Washington. 
The  death  of  her  nKjther  there  occurred,  and  some 
time  afterward  the  father  moved  to  Washington, 
and,  with  his  son  Andrew,  eng.agefl  in  the  grocery 
trade.  He  has  since  been  twice  married,  and  is 
now  residing  in  Evans.  C'ol..  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  The  present  mistress  of  the  Stewart 
mansion  is  a  lady  well  fitted  to  preside.  Courteous, 
affable,  and  with  an  e.asy  grace  of  conversation, 
she  makes  her  guest  welcome,  and  manages  the 
house  with  equal  plea.santness.  She  h.os  become 
the  mother  of  eight  children — Anna  L.,  deceased; 
Alice  M.,  Ralph  R.,  Fred,  iMaud,  Hlanche.  Myrtle 
and  Jessie.  The  .Stewart  family,  consisting  of 
eighteen  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  deceased, 
are  as  noted  for  their  social  qualities  as  their  parents 
for  the  success  made  in  a  financial  way. 

Mr.  .Stewart  still  owns  his  two  farms,  and  has 
grown  from  a  lad  without  means  to  an  enviable 
position  among  the  resident  farmers  of  his  town- 
ship. Several  of  his  first  children  are  well  married 
and  comfortably  settled.  Samuel  E.,  deceased, 
wedded  Susan  JNleek.  He  was  a  member  of  Co.  A, 
2.5th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  and  served  in  all  the  impor- 
ant  battles,  and  soon  after  his  return  his  marriage 
was  celebrated.  He  left  one  child,  Clara.  His 
widow  is  now  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Warfel,  to 
whom  she  has  borne  one  son,  Benjamin.  Maiy  A. 
wedded  S.  U.  I'almer,  a  farmer  of  Washington 
Township.  They  are  the  parents  of  Harry  and 
Floyd.  Frances  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  Tripps. 
.She  is  the  mother  of  tliree  children — Nellie,  Clar- 
ence and  Hoy.  William  A.  is  the  husbai.d  of  M.ag- 
gie  .McLaughlin.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
cliildreu — Mazie.  .lolni.  Beulaii  and  Everett.  The 
other  children  are  still  single.  Two  brothers  of 
Mrs.  .Stewart,  .lohn  and  William,  were  soldiers. 
The  first  w;is  a  menil)er  of  Ihe  I  Ith  Iowm.  .•uid  llie 
latter  w:is  in  the  cavalry  service.  The  son  of  onr 
subject,  Samuel  .Stewart,  serve<l  in  thirty-one  hard- 
fought  battles,  and  skirmishes  innumerable. 

It  is  oidy  necessary  to  state  that  from  the  coming 
of  John  .Stewart  to  this  county  he  has  ranke<l  high 
in  the  estimation  of  its  citizens.     Coming  from    a 
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.Southern  State,  he  was  by  education  ami  birth  a 
Democrat,  and  aided  by  his  vote  to  return  Andrew 
Jeciison  to  the  Presidency.  After  he  came  North 
his  sentiments  changed,  and  even  before  the  war 
he  began  the  espousal  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  as  firm  in  the  faith  as  any 
member  of  the  party. 


-^^^'!{^ 


<5f«f- 


IS^i?',  KS.  KLIZA  MOORIIEAU.  The  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  oldest  living  settler  of 
this  connt3'  attaclies  to  this  lady,  who  with 
her  husband,  Jlatthew  Moorhcad,  came  to 
the  county  when  the  State  was  yet  a  Territorj', 
and  purchased  a  claim  from  Adam  Ritchie,  who 
had  preceded  them.  The  location  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moorhead  was  made  on  their  present  farm,  Jul_y 
27,  18.'37.  Her  husband  was  a  son  of  JMatthew  and 
Lydia  (David)  Moorhead.  both  natives  of  West- 
moreland County,  Pa.,  who  afterward  settled  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  in  which  county  Matthew 
Moorhead  was  born.  His  mother's  children  con- 
sisted of  two  sons  and  tiiree  daughters — Robert, 
Matthew,  Ann,  Jane  and  Maiy — Matthew  being  the 
only  one  who  came  to  this  State.  After  the  death 
of  tlicir  mother,  his  father  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Hester  Blackburn,  the  mother  of  James,  Mary  and 
another  son  by  her  first  husband.  The  couple  re- 
mained in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  during  tlicir  life- 
time, and  were  buried  in  her  sacred  soil. 

Matthew  Moorhead,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1800,  and 
his  wife,  Eliza  Snodgrass,  whom  he  mariied  in  1834, 
in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  was  born  in  1815.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Vance) 
Snodgrass.  William  was  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Sarah  (Taylor)  Snodgrass,  and  his  birthplace  was 
upon  the  ocean,  as  the  parents  were  emigrating 
from  Ireland  to  America.  They  were  natives  of 
Scotland,  but  had  removed  to  Ireland,  being  heirs 
of  an  estate  to  which  they  were  entitled.  Robert 
and  Sarah  Snodgrass  were  the  parents  of  William, 
James,  Agnes,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Robert  and  John. 
The  family  settled  near  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  later 
moved  to  (Treene  County,  Ohio,  wheie  the  parents 
remained  during  their  lives.      Both  were  member.s 


of  the  Seceder  Church  and  life-long  Christians. 
William  Snodgrass  was  for  almost  half  a  century 
a  minister  in  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  near 
Athens,  Sangamon  Co.,  111.,  to  which  State  he  with 
liis  famil3r  removed  in  1822,  and  later  of  Dubuque 
County,  Iowa.  He  served  as  a  private  during  the 
War  of  1812,  and  the  widow  of  Samuel  Snodgrass 
still  preserves  his  old  knapsack  as  a  relic  of  that 
war.  He  was  in  his  sevent3'-third,  and  his  wife  in 
her  seventy-second  year  when  their  deaths  occurred 
at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  to  which  place  the}'  removed 
in  the  spring  of  183(i.  Matthew  Moorhead,  the 
husband  of  our  subject,  learned  the  cabinet  trade 
in  Scipio,  Ohio,  and  after  coming  to  Illinois  en- 
gaged in  that  business  until  his  emigration  to  this 
State.  In  Sangamon  County,  111.,  he  met,  loved, 
and  won  the  heart  and  hand  of  our  subject,  then  a 
young  lady  aged  nineteen  years.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  at  her  father's  residence, 
Feb.  G.  1834,  by  Rev.  Peter  Cartwright,  the  best- 
known  ftlethodist  minister  of  his  day.  Under  the 
Rev.  Cartwright's  preaching  she  was  converted  and 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  re- 
ceived into  full  membership  at  the  home  of  Bazilla 
Clark,  of  Sangamon  County.  The  yoiuig  couple 
for  some  time  made  their  home  at  Salisbury,  111., 
where  their  two  eldest  children  were  born — Will- 
iam R.  and  Mary  A.  Both  are  deceased,  the  latter 
at  date  of  death  being  the  wife  of  Rev.  John 
Haynes,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  the  Burlington  District. 

July  27,  1837,  Matthew  Moorhead,  wife  and  two 
small  children,  headed  a  train  of  ox-teams  which 
conveyed  their  goods  from  Illinois  to  this  county. 
The  hot  sun  poured  its  fiercest  rays  upon  the  emi- 
grants, and  they  suffered  for  water  while  crossing 
the  wide  praivie  between  Burlington  and  their  new 
home,  which  was  a  log  house  standing  opposite  Mrs. 
Brown's  residence.  Their  nearest  neighbor  on 
the  west  was  Thomas  Caldivell,  and  on  the  east 
Abraham  Hulick,  while  neither  on  the  north  nor 
south  had  a  settler  entered  a  claim.  One  of  the 
earliest,  if  not  the  first  marriage  in  the  conntj',  was 
at  the  new  home,  two  weeks  after  the  Moorheads 
came,  the  contracting  parties  being  John  Hulick 
and  Nancy  (loble,  who  with  three  other  couples 
came  on  horseback  to   see  Esquire  Adam   Ritchie 
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tie  tlie  knot.  This  was  tlie  first  inarriage  he  was 
ever  called  upon  to  solemnize,  and  not  a  word  of 
any  kind  of  ceremony  did  he  know,  bnt  through 
the  aid  of  a  Metiiodist  Kpiscopal  discii)line  owned 
by  Mrs.  Moorehcad,  it  was  satisfactorily  performed. 
Ritchie  w.-is  the  first,  and  Matthew  Moorhcad  the 
second  Territorial  Justice  in  this  county.  After 
the  latter  received  his  commission  he  achieved 
quite  a  well-earned  reputation  as  Justice,  and  his 
acknowledged  ability  made  him  the  choice  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  18;")9  he  was  elected  as 
the  re|)resentative  of  that  part}'  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, in  wliicli  liody  lie  both  made  himself  felt 
and  heanl,  and  as  a  meml)er,  when  the  extra  ses- 
sion was  called  in  1<SG1  by  Gov.  Kirkwood.  to 
make  provisions  for  raising  both  troops  and  niuney 
to  assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion. 

One  of  the  early  landmarks  in  this  county  was 
the  swinging  sign,  "  Traveler's  Inn."  standing  in 
front  of  Matthew  Moorhead's  house,  which  was  a 
well-known  hostchy,  and  a  favorite  lodging  place 
for  the  hungry  and  tired  traveler.  Matthew  was 
an  entertaining  host,  and  his  j'oung  wife  was  an 
excellent  cook.  All  the  goods  for  Washington  and 
the  settlers  along  English  River,  were  carted  from 
Burlington,  and  the  teamsters  as  well  as  the  parties 
looking  for  lands,  were  made  welcome.  The  first 
Methodist  Kpiscopal  class  in  the  county  was  or- 
ganized at  their  house  in  IS.iS,  by  Rev.  ^^'est.  c(jn- 
sisting  of  five  members — Matthew  and  Kliza  .Moor- 
head,  Benjamin  ami  Susan  Sigafoose,  and  Nelson 
Ball,  of  which  class  Matthew  was  Class-Leader. 
Their  house  was  for  many  years  used  by  the  .Meth- 
odist E|)iseopal  niemljers  for  pulilie  worship,  and 
frf)m  the  society  a  large  menibership  has  grown. 

After  a  long  lifetime  characterized  by  thrift  and 
industry,  Mntthew  Moorlu'iul  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers,  his  death  occurring  in  1S73.  He  was  the 
father  of  ten  chililren,  four  living,  and  all  attained 
iiKiliirily  :  .Joseph  A.,  the  youngest  son,  remains  on 
the  home  farm  with  his  mother;  he  resembles  his 
father  greatly  in  sjiirit  and  actions,  and  has  had  a 
thorough  business  experience,  not  only  in  llii> 
.State  but  in  Colorado,  where  for  several  years  he 
was  engaged  in  tlie  stock  tr.ade.  .Sarah  J.,  the  ohl- 
est  daughter  living,  and  many  elaiin  for  her  the 
honor   of   beinu'   the   first   \ihile  child  born   in    the 


county  yet  living,  was  born  Nov.  22,  18.58,  and 
was  reared  and  married  in  Crawford  Township; 
her  husband  is  Robert  A.  Young,  a  i)rosperous 
farmer  of  Henry  County,  whose  farm  lies  partly  in 
this  count}'.  Nine  children  have  graced  their 
union — Eliza  J.,  David  JL,  John  AV.,  L.aura  M., 
Olive  F.,  Lula  J..  Mary  E.,  Ada  R.  and  Robert  C. 
Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Walker  W.  Hough,  of  this 
county,  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Edna 
F.,  the  only  great-grandchild  t)f  Mrs.  Moorhcad. 
John  Wesley  married  Mrs.  Ilattie  Thom.as.  and  re- 
sides in  Paola,  Miami  Co.,  Kan.;  Matthew  I).,  a 
resident  of  Denver,  married  Melati  Kitchen. 

At  the  age  of  seventy-two,  our  subject  appears 
active  and  fully  possessed  of  every  facult_v.  She 
manages  her  own  house,  wliicli  is  cheerful,  I)right 
and  roomy,  and  presents  the  appearance  of  com- 
fort. As  a  famih',  the  Moorheads  have  no  superi- 
ors in  the  county,  for  honor  and  the  esteem  of 
their  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  The  data 
forming  this  sketch  w.as  furnished  b}'  Mrs.  Moor- 
hea<l.  and  inav  be  considered  correct. 
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'^i  Fl^  ^-  STEN'ENSON  resides  on  section  3, 
I'll  Creek  Township,  where  he  is  eii- 
^..^jd  ill  fanning  and  stoeU-raising.  He 
was  born  July  (J,  iSKi,  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Isabel  (Tennent) 
Stevenson,  the  former  a  initive  of  t)hiu,  and  the 
latter  of  Maryland.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  old- 
est; David  is  deceased;  John  C.  is  a  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Rush  County,  Kan. ;  JLiry  and  M.aliMa  are 
deceased;  Isabel,  wife  of  (ieorge  Mitchell,  a  fanner 
residing  in  Mahaska  County,  Iowa.  In  the  spring 
of  18,")2  the  family  came  to  \\'ashiiigton  County, 
this  State,  where  the  father  entered  ..520  acres  of 
laini  in  KranUlin  Township,  where  the  family  re- 
sided until  1S,>7,  when  .Mr.  Stevenson  purchased 
280  acres  of  land  on  .Skunk  River,  and  erected  the 
r.laek  ll.iuk  .Mills,  whieh  he  ran  for  about  one 
year,  when  he  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  mill. 
The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
spent  on  the  laiiii  and  attending  the  district  school. 
t)n  the  L'2d  day  of  .lannary,  1867,  our  subject  was  ^ 
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nnitori  in  mnn-inge  with  Miss  Savah  T.  Kiser,  a  na- 
tive of  Harts vilk',  Ind.,  born  Nov.  12,  1850,  and 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Arbuckle)  Kiser, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter 
of  Ohio.  Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born: 
-John  T.,  born  Ai)ril  .5,  1871  ;  Jesse.  Feb.  1  1,  1870; 
Lillie,  Jan.  22,  1877;  Nellie,  Aug.  5,  1871);  Ethel, 
June  27,  1884;  the  first  two  mentioned  died  in  in- 
fancy. In  April,  1877,  Mr.  Stepljenson  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  3,  where  he  now  re- 
sides, to  which  he  has  since  added  other  land,  giv- 
ing him  a  line  farm  of  142^  acres.  That  whicli  he 
has  was  secured  by  his  own  Industr}-,  assisted  by 
his  good  wife.  They  have  a  very  pleasant  home, 
and  both  are  iiighl3'  respected  and  greatly  esteemed 
for  tlieir  manj-  excellent  qualities  of  head  and 
heart. 


ENRY  M.  EICHER,  of  the  firm  of  Dewey 
&  Eicher,  attorneys  and  counselors  at 
law  of  A\'ashington,  is  a  native  of  the 
county,  born  in  Marion  Township,  May 
29,  1858,  and  a  son  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Eicher  and 
his  wife.  Lydia  Sommer,  of  tliis  county',  to  whom 
he  was  united  in  1855.  The  elder  Eicher  was  a 
native  of  France,  who  emigrated  to  this  country 
when  seventeen  years  old,  locating  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio.  In  1853  or  1854  he  emigrated  to 
Washington  Countj',  where  ho  bought  an  improved 
farm  of  forty  acres,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  KJO  more,  giving  now  a  fine  farm  of  200 
acres,  on  which  he  has  a  creamer}'  and  an  artesian 
well,  making  it  worth  at  least  §75  per  acre.  Mr. 
Eicher  is  a  well-read  man,  having  received  a  lib- 
eral educntii.n  in  his  native  country.  Several  times 
he  has  been  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  but  the  county  Iteing  Repub- 
lican by  200  to  400  majoritj',  has  alwa^ys  lieen  de- 
feated, although  at  one  time  by  onl}'  sixteen  votes. 
Henry  M.  Eicher  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
after  leaving  the  district  school,  completed  his  ed- 
ucation at  the  Eastern  Iowa  N<jrmal  School.  He 
chose  the  law  for  a  profession,  and  in  1880  began 
reading  in  the  otlice  of  Dewey  &  Templin  at 
Washington,  in  his  native  county.  His  studies 
were  interrupted   for   a  time  by   ill-health,  but  in 


September,  1883,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
in  the  following  month  formed  a  copartnership 
with  A.  R.  Dewej',  Esq.,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
of  the  Washington  bar.  The  firm  takes  leading 
rank  in  the  profession,  and  ]\Ir.  Eicher,  young  as 
he  is,  has  shown  himself  possessed  of  the  ability  to 
command  success  in  his  chosen  life  work.  Both 
as  a  lawyer  and  citizen  he  is  held  in  esteem  bj'  the 
people  of  his  native  county,  and  by  all  others  who 
know  him. 

yILLIA:\r  \y.  SNYDER,  a  progressive  far- 
mer and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  34, 
English  River  Township,  was  born  in 
Monongalia  County.  Va.,  March  14,  1832.  He  is 
the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Anna  (Rich)  Snyder,  also 
natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  which  number  nine  are  yet 
living:  (Jeorge  and  John  are  deceased;  Abram 
is  a  resident  of  Greene  County,  Pa. ;  Rollo,  deceased  ; 
Casandra  is  the  widow  of  Georgellogg,  who  was 
killed  in  the  army;  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  is  farming  in 
Lime  Creek  Township,  this  county;  Jacob,  a  re- 
tired farmer,  is  residing  in  Iowa  Cit}';  Colby  is 
farming  extensively  in  Johnson  County,  Iowa; 
Samuel,  in  Adair  County;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
George  Figgins,  a  farmer  of  English  River  Town- 
ship, and  W,  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  father  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
in  his  native  State  until  1842,  when,  hearing  of  the 
opportunities  offered  in  the  far  \Vest,  and  believing 
it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  his  large  family 
of  children,  he  concluded  to  emigrate.  He  first 
proceeded  with  his  family  to  Wheeling,  thence  by 
boat  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  from  there  overland  to 
English  River  Township.  He  entered  250  acres  of 
land  on  sections  1  and  12,  and  commenced  to  open 
up  a  farm.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county, 
he  became  well  known  ly  allohl  citizens,  and  was 
a  man  held  in  high  favor.  Although  n(jt  connected 
with  anj'  church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  were  strong 
believers  in  the  divinity  of  Christ  and  took  an  in- 
terest in  all  Chui'ch  work.  The  mother  died  in 
1860  and  the  father  in  1873.  Both  rest  in  the  old 
Snyder  Cemetery,  near  which  stood  the  Snyder 
Chapel.      Many   lessons  of  truth,   charity  and  in- 
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tegrity  were  presented  in  the  lives  of  these  good 
old  peojile. 

The  enrly  life  of  tlie  subject  of  this  sketeh  was 
passed  on  his  father's  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the 
common  sciiools  until  he  readied  tiie  age  of  twenty, 
when  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  began  work- 
ing for  ^S  per  mouth.  ()u  the  iltli  of  Decemher, 
18.52,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  iMiss  Martha 
Gwin,  a  native  of  Jleuartl  County,  Jll.,  Ijorn  March 
"27,  1834,  and  tiie  daughter  of  Richard  and  Nancy 
(Walkius)  (Iwin,  the  former  a  native  of  Tennessee 
and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  They  were  married  in 
Indiana,  whence  tlicy  reuii.ved  tirst  to  Illinois  at  an 
early  day  and  thence  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling 
in  Des  Moines  C'i>unt3'  in  18;3(;,  thus  being  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  State.  The  father  died  Jan.  7, 
1884,  .and  the  mother  .July  (!,  1884,  in  Wilson 
County,  Kan.  They  were  well-known  and  useful 
citizens  in  llie  different  localities  in  which  they 
lived. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  .Snyder  became  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Ida,  tlie  wife  of  A.  M.  Turner,  a  farmer 
in  Potter  County,  Dak;  Charles  F.,  pursuing  the 
same  vocation  there  also;  Anna,  the  wife  of  S.  A. 
Rodgers,  a  farmer  of  the  same  localit3' ;  Eva,  at 
home,  preparing  herself  for  a  teacher;  Adclla,  at 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sn3'der  have  given  all  of 
their  children  good  school  advantages,  and  all  are 
members  of  the  .Missionary  Baptist  Church,  tluis 
comprising  a  devoted  Christian  family. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject  he  continued 
to  reside  on  the  old  liomeste:id  until  180!),  when  he 
purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  When  he 
first  took  possession  it  h.ad  only  a  small  frame  house 
on  it,  in  which  the  family  lived  and  worked  happily 
together  until  1882.  The  old  house  was  then 
moved  back  to  give  place  to  a  more  modern  and 
convenient  dwelling.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Snyder  are 
now  in  the  evening  of  life,  some  of  their  children 
growing  up  around  them  and  some  leaving  home 
to  seek  their  fortunes  in  a  new  country,  as  did  their 
parents  before  them.  They  have  witnessed  many 
and  great  changes.  Their  farm,  which  at  the  time 
of  purchase  was  unimproved,  is  now  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
the  township.  They  have  seen  the  building  of  the 
chnich  ui)(>n   the    liill>idc  :ui<l   the  .sciiucil-luruse  iu 


the  valley,  and  have  taken  an  active  part  iu  all  re- 
ligious, temperance  and  i)ublic  affairs.  During  the 
past  live  years  .Mr.  Snyder  has  turned  his  attention 
to  the  i-aisiug  of  high-grade  stock,  having  on  hand 
a  number  of  superior  Clydesdale  horses,  and  a  fine 
lot  of  Chester  White  hogs  and  .short-horn  cattle. 
Politically,  Mr.  Suyilcr  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held 
various  township  otlices. 


LIVER  H.  PRIZER,  .M.  I).,  one  of  the  oldest 
j  |)racticing  physicians  of  Washington  County, 
<^^  is  a  resident  of  IJrighton.  He  was  born  in 
Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  on  the  IGth  of  Jannarj-, 
1814,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  .1.  Prizer,  born  in 
Ciiesler  County,  Pa.,  in  1702,  and  Rebecca  (.lack- 
sou)  Prizer,  born  iu  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  in  17i»7. 
(See  sketch  of  .John  W.  Prizer  for  the  family 
record.) 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  iu  Dauiihin 
County  till  he  wasjfonrteen  years  of  age  and  then 
went  to  Perry  County,  in  the  same  .State,  where  he 
was  educated  in  the  select  schools.  In  May,  1844, 
he  turned  his  face  toward  the  setting  sun  and  came 
to  Iowa  and  located  in  Brighton.  Previous  to  coming 
to  Iowa  he  read  medicine  in  the  ollice  of  Dr.  Steeze 
for  a  time,  but  not  sufficient  as  he  thought,  to  en- 
able liim  to  practice.  On  coming  to  Brighton  he 
entered  the  oftice  of  Drs.  Thomas  and  Milliam 
Mayley,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  some 
time,  and  iu  the  winter  of  184(;-47  attended  lectures 
at  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati.  Soon 
after  retunung  from  college  he  here  commenced 
the  pr.actice  of  medicine,  in  which  he  has  been  act- 
ively eng.aged  for  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years, 
being  one  of  the  oldest  practicing  physicians  in  the 
county.  The  Doctor  is  a  meudier  of  the  Washing- 
ton County  Medical  Society,  and  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  same.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
District  Medical  .Society. 

On  the  27th  of  June.  1843,  the  Doctor  was 
unite<l  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  R.  Critlith,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  .Samuel  J.  (irillith,  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  She  was  born  in  Marjiand 
in  1H17.  Bj'  this  union  there  were  nine  children, 
seven  of  whuui   are   living:  Alziiui,   the    widow  of 


T*^ 


i 


i 


4 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


625 


Charles  Evans,  of  this  county ;  Samuel  II.,  of  the  firm 
of  Prizer  Bros.,  who  enlisted  in  the  184th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, when  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  from  Holmes 
County,  Ohio;  George  W.,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Osborne  County,  Kan.;  Clara,  wife  of  A.  J.  Morris, 
of  Chicago,  who  is  the  general  manager  of  the 
Operative  Telegraph  Company  of  Chicago;  John 
O.,  a  druggist  residing  at  Alton,  Osborne  County, 
Kan.;  Edith,  residing  at  home,  and  Charles  S.,  of 
the  firm  of  Prizer  Bros. 

Dr.  Prizer  is  one  of  the  stalwart  Repuljlicans  of 
Washington  Countj',  and  was  Chairman  of  the  first 
convention  in  which  an  organization  was  effected 
of  those  endorsing  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  in  this  countj-.  In  1854  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Lower  House  of  the  General  Assembly,  but 
was  defeated  by  three  or  four  votes.  In  1862  and 
1863  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  the  county.  In  1849  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master of  Brighton  and  served  four  years.  "Dr. 
Prizer  has  always  been  a  friend  of  popular  educa- 
tion. For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  School 
Directors  of  Brighton,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  High  School,  was  Chairman  of 
the  building  committee.  In  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  village  or  count}',  he  is  always  in 
the  lead. 

Dr.  Prizer  came  to  Brighton  two  years  before 
the  admission  of  Iowa  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 
He  has  been  identified  with  it  ever  since;  he  has 
worked  for  its  interests  at  all  times,  and  has  no 
cause  to  look  back  with  regret  upon  his  past  life. 
A  poor  man  when  he  landed  at  that  place  with  a 
young  bride,  and  only  the  future  before  him,  his 
medical  education  incomplete,  he  has  yet  pressed 
on,  faithfully  discharging  every  duty  that  was 
before  him,  and  is  now  entitled  to  a  place  among 
the  representative  citizens  of  the  county. 


BENEZERB.  CUMINGS  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port, N.  II.,  in  1810.      He  is  the  son  of  John 
and   Mary  (Hubbard)   Curaings.     They 
were    married    in    that  State,    and  were  probably 
born  there,    but  full  information    cannot   be    ob- 
^  '  taiued.     They  left  that  rocky  State  and  located  in 


Steubenville,  Harrison  Co.,  Ohio,  six  weeks  after 
the  birth  of  our  subject.  John  H.  Cumings  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  at  once  opened  a  forge  in 
Steubenville.  One  of  his  first  achievements  was 
the  manufacture  of  a  rag  wheel  for  a  paper  mill  of 
that  place,  which  was  operated  for  many  years  and  is, 
perhaps,  }"et  running.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them  in  New  Hampshire — Luther,  John  H.,  Sarah, 
Amos  and  Ebenezer.  The  eldest  son  learned  the 
trade  and  worked  with  his  father  for  several  j'ears. 
The  father  died  when  fifty-flve  years  of  age. 

Our  subject,  Ebenezer  Cumings,  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Kendrick,  in  1821,  who  bore  two  chil- 
dren: Calvin,  deceased,  and  Mary  Ak-pha,  now  the 
wife  of  Miles  Beck,  of  Henry  County,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Cumings  learned  the  trade  of  boat-building,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  built  flatboats  which  were 
loaded  with  flour  at  Steubenville,  and  were  then 
floated  down  to  New  Orleans.  In  1823  he  re- 
moved to  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
farmed  and  also  burned  several  kilns  of  brick. 
The  next  year  the  death  of  Mrs.  Cumings  occurred, 
after  which  he  removed  to  St.  Clair  County,  111., 
where  he  also  burned  brick  and  erected  some  town 
property. 

While  a  resident  of  Centerville  Mr.  Cumings  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  was  wedded  to  Miss  Matilda 
Young,  of  Canal  Dover.  The  young  bride  was 
taken  back  to  Illinois,  and  for  seven  years  they  re- 
sided in  Centerville,  where  Mr.  Cumings  was  en- 
gaged in  the  occupation  above  mentioned,  and  in 
addition  he  built  two  residences  and  improved  the 
town  property  which  he  owned.  His  money  was 
carefully  saved,  but  only  a  living  was  made  dur- 
ing the  first  years  of  their  wedded  life.  While  liv- 
ing in  Centerville,  Emily,  Nancy  and  John  were 
born.  The}'  accompanied  their  parents  to  the 
western  country  in  1847,  where  Mr.  Cumings  en- 
tered the  northeast  one-quarter  of  section  31, 
upon  which  he  still  resides.  The  family  found 
quarters  in  an  old  log  house  that  had  been  long 
unoccupied,  and  had  only  part  of  a  clapboard 
roof,  while  the  prairies  swarmed  with  rattlesnakes. 
Mr.  Cumings  wanted  to  go  back  to  Illinois,  but 
his  wife  liked  the  broad  prairies  too  much  to  leave. 

After  spending  two  years,  hoping  that  his  wife 
would  agree  to  go  back  to  Illinois,  our  subject  con- 
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eluded  to  sta^',  although  he  felt  as  if  it  was  a  hope- 
less task  to  undeitake  to  farm  so  remote  from 
navigation,  and  with  no  stock  to  eat  his  grain  even 
if  he  raised  any.  The  first  land  he  owned  was  not 
entered  by  himself,  but  was  purchased  from  Thomas 
Parisli,  who  made  him  a  deed  to  fort^' acres  for  ^80, 
upon  which  he  built  his  log  cabin,  and  split  rails  to 
fence  a  part  of  his  land.  Mr.  Cumings  brought 
but  little  cash  when  he  came.  After  paying  for  his 
40-acre  tract,  purchasing  a  cow.  and  one  sow  and 
seven  pigs,  he  bethouglit  hiui  that  a  few  busiiels 
of  wheat  would  not  be  amiss,  and  so  expended  his- 
remaining  cash  for  ten  bushels.  This  left  him  with- 
out a  dollar.  The  winter  w.as  coming  on  and  the 
team  had  to  be  cared  ftjr.  He  could  purch.ase  two 
stacks  of  oats  from  a  neighbor  if  he  had  the  money, 
but  this  was  as  scarce  as  good  clothes  with  our 
subject.  Learning  tiiat  the  Saunders  Bros.,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  had  money,  Mr.  Cumings  decided  to 
borrow  some  if  possible.  Although  a  stranger,  he 
boldij'  walked  in  and  .asked  if  he  could  borrow  §10 
to  buy  oats  for  his  team  during  the  winter. 
Upon  learning  that  lie  was  an  actual  settler,  the 
money  was  handed  iiim  and  tiie  oats  piirch.-i.sed. 
These  men  have  since  done  a  business  amounting 
to  thousands  of  dollars  between  llicni,  .-ind  their 
friendship  has  never  diminislied.  The  old  log 
house  that  yet  stands  w.as  built  the  next  year. 
Rails  were  drawn  and  a  licld  fcMccd.  "liicli  |U'o- 
duced  a  splendid  crop,  and  before  he  was  aware 
of  it  Mr.  Cumings  had  grain  to  sell.  The  log 
cabin  was  gladdened  b3'  the  biitli  of  a  son,  Sylves- 
ter, and  as  the  children  grew  and  his  Hocks  in- 
creased, the  hai)piuess  and  prosperity  of  the  family 
became  [irovcrlnal. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  made  her  home  with 
liim  during  the  latter  years  of  her  life,  and  her 
death  occurred  when  eighty-five  years  of  age,  in 
the  old  log  caliin  already  mentioned.  All  the  land 
was  brt)keu  l)y  .Mr.  Cumings  with  oxen,  and  the 
products  of  one  wheal  ci-op  gave  iiim  such  a  start 
that  from  that  day  everything  has  gone  easy  with 
Lira.  A  grand  frame  house  was  erected,  and  the 
stately  trees  have  all  been  grown  since  l.S4y.  lie 
has  increased  his  lU-acre  tract  by  hundreds  of 
acres,  and  has  given  his  son  Calvin  a  iumdsome 
farm  adjoining   his  own,  and  yet   retains   for  him- 


self 240  acres  of  choice  land.  As  they  have 
grown  in  j-ears  so  have  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cumings  grown 
in  popularity  and  in  wealth.  Thirteen  grandchil- 
dren do  them  honor,  and  among  the  pioneers  of 
Washington  County  none  are  more  highly-  es- 
teemed. Calvin  wedded  Nancy  Coppack;  Emily 
is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Millhonc;  David  wedded 
Nancy  McKee;  Enos  is  the  husband  of  Jessie 
Noble.  The  remaining  children  are  unmarried 
and  reside  upon  the  old  home  farm,  happy  in  the 
love  of  a  devoted  mother  .and  an  indulgent  father, 
who  is  yet  a  hale  and  hearty  man  at  seventy- 
seven  years. 


II.  WILSON.  Among  the  enterprising 
young  agriculturists  and  stock-raisers  of 
Washington  Connty,  none  have  attained 
better  success  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  located  on  section  ;^,  Lime  Creek  Township. 
He  was  born  in  the  township  of  his  residence,  on 
the  2(ith  of  June,  18.')4.  and  is  the  son  of  J.  M. 
and  Eliza  (Moon)  Wilson,  the  father  being  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  the  mother  claiming 
Maine  as  the  State  of  her  nativity.  The  parents 
of  Mr.  Wilson  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio, 
and  from  that  State  to  Iowa.  Our  subject  re- 
mained on  the  farm  with  his  parents  during  his 
boyhood  da^-s,  and  was  initiated  into  the  rudiments 
of  the  calling  of  a  farmer.  After  attending  the 
common  schools  of  the  district  in  which  he  lived, 
he  attended  the  Washington  Academy,  a  well- 
known  educational  institution,  for  three  terms. 
After  completing  his  term  in  that  school,  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm  of  his  parents,  and  resumed 
work  under  their  instruction  and  for  their  benefit. 

At  that  very  proper  age,  tweuty-five,  on  the  16th 
of  April.  187!),  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Eva  Runyon,  who  was  b(.)rn  in  JetTerson 
Connty,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1853.  Her 
father  was  a  Virginian,  and  her  nu)ther  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  latter,  who  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  de- 
l)arted  this  life  on  the  12th  of  April,  187.'!,  but  a 
few  months  before  the  marriage  of   her  daughter. 

In  1m7',)    Mr.   Wilson  purchased  eighty  .acres  of    T 
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land,  and  began  in  earnest  the  battle  of  life.  He 
at  once  undertook  general  farming,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  formed  the  nucleus  for  raising  fine 
stock,  which  has  since  grown  to  considerable  pro- 
portions. He  has  made  a  specialty  of  Short-horn 
cattle,  and  is  now  turning  his  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  Ilanibletcinian  and  B.Tshaw  horses.  In 
his  undertakings,  both  as  farmer  and  stijck-raiser, 
he  has  been  so  eminently  successful'  during  the 
short  time  he  has  so  engaged,  that  his  farm  has 
grown  from  eighty  to  19.5  acres,  and  the  improve- 
ments thereon  have  increased  and  bettered  in 
about  the  same  ratio."  These  are  tangible  evi- 
dences of  success  which  cannot  be  gainsaid,  and 
they  have  come  as  the  result  of  unremitting  toil 
and  judicious  management,  as  well  as  from  proi)er 
investments  at  proper  times.  In  iiis  earlier  life 
Mr.  Wilson  "engaged  in  school  teaching,  for  which 
vocation  he  is  pecnliarlj-  fitted  bj'  nature  and  edu- 
cation. He  has  taught  successfully  and  satisfac- 
torily nine  terms  of  school  in  the  county  in  which 
he  resides,  and  in  the  profession  stood  deservedly 
high,  and  earned  the  popularit}'  which  he  enjoyed. 
In  this  line  of  business  he  displayed  the  same  good 
judgment  which  has  characterized  him  in  other 
pursuits. 

It  is  but  natural  in  one  of  his  temperament  and 
active  brain,  that  Mr.  Wilson  should  take  a  livel}" 
interest  in  political  affairs,  a  field  which  affords  ex- 
citement and  recreation  from  the  cares  of  business. 
His  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
a  good  gauge  of  his  popularit.y  is  that  in  a  town- 
ship that  gives  a  Republican  majority',  he  has  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  Assessor  five  terms.  He 
was  honored  by  his  |>arty  with  the  nomination  for 
Auditor  of  Washington  County,  and  although  the 
county  is  reliably  Republican  by  400  majority, 
Mr.  Wilson  was  defeated  b_y  only  eight_y-five  votes. 
These  are  tests  which  cannot  be  disregarded,  when 
mem  are  tried  in  the  balance  of  public  estimation. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A\''ilson  have  one  child,  a  bright  little 
boy,  who  was  born  on  the  •22d  of  November,  1880, 
in  whom  they  place  much  store.  He  is  not  yet  old 
enough  to  have  made  much  progress  in  the  school, 
but  it  is  their  determination  to  afford  him  every 
facility  [)ossible  for  obtaining  a  good  and  com- 
plete education.  Mrs.  AVilson  is  a  devoted  mem- 
4« 


ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  en- 
thusiastically engaged  in  such  work  as  will  enhance 
the  interests  of  the  congregation  to  which  she  be- 
longs. She  and  her  husliand  are  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  members  of  societ}',  and  right  cor- 
dially do  thej'  support  all  the  movements  inaugu- 
rated for  the  betterment  of  the  condition  of  their 
neighborhood.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  man  of  infinite  re- 
sources, untiring  energy,  and  much  ability,  and 
these  have  enaliled  him  to  succeed  well  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  are  the  guarantees  of  future  suc- 
cess. 

W       ENOX  DAYTON.     Three-quarters  of  a  cen- 

I  (^  '''"^'  '*  '^  long  time  to  live,  and  fewer  men 
jl'— ^\  of  the  new  generation  than  of  the  old  will 
reach  that  age.  We  live  faster  than  did  the  pio- 
neers who  blocked  out  and  built  up  the  West,  and 
like  a  clock  that  is  wound  up  to  run  a  given  time, 
if  we  go  faster  than  was  intended  we  will  run 
down  sooner  than  the  Maker  calculated.  That  is 
what  the  present  generation  is  doing,  but  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  an}'  help  for  it.  The  men  like 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  go  slow  but  sure, 
using  as  much  conservatism  as  possible  in  their 
business  affairs  and  husbanding  their  strength  for 
the  latter  end  of  life,  are  those  who  grow  to  a 
ripe  old  age.  For  forty-seven  j'ears  Jlr.  Dayton 
has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa,  coming  here  when 
what  is  now  a  blooming  i)rairie  State  was  one  vast, 
unbroken  country,  whose  inhalntants  were  few  and 
far  between.  He  has  seen  the  State  grow  from  a 
frontier  post  of  civilization  to  be  one  of  the  fore- 
most and  proudest  in  the  Union,  not  only  in  ma- 
terial matters,  but  in  intelligence  and  progressive- 
ness,  and  he  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
he  has  b(jrne  a  hand  in  this  work  of  transformation, 
Mr.  Dayton  has  lived  a  life  filled  with  good  deeds 
and  compensating  achievements.  He  has  reared  a 
family  of  which  any  father  might  be  proud,  and  in 
this  contribution  to  the  world  lies  his  chiefest  joy 
in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 

Lenox  Dayton  was  born  on  the  I'ith  of  Novem- 
ber, 1812,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  near  the  Vir- 
ginia line.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Ellen 
(Mallory)  Dayton,  .also  natives  of   Jlaryland,  and 
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is  the  oldest  of  six  ciiildren  born  to  his  parents. 
His  father  dieil  wlien  he  was  quite  small,  ami  al 
the  aj>e  of  twelve  almost  the  entire  sui)i)urt  of  the 
family-  devolved  upon  him,  yet  with  the  arduous 
labor  required  of  him  in  th.it  undertaking,  he  man- 
aged to  attend  the  common  school  long  enough  to 
secure  a  fair  education,  which  has  availed  liim 
much  in  after  life.  His  work,  wliiie  growing  to 
manliood,  alternated  lictween  farming  and  black- 
smithing,  which  lattei'  had  been  his  father's  calling. 
Mr.  Dayton  was  inarrieil  in  .Maryland,  in  1835, 
to  Annie  Coleman,  a  native  of  Alleghany  County, 
Md.,  anil  a  daughter  of  Alto  ami  Kacliel  (Wilson) 
Coleman,  who  wen;  natives  of  \'irginia.  To  them 
were  born  six  children,  who  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas  C.  .M.  and  Patrick  II.,  of  Cedar 
Township;  Hiram  T.  and  .Jefferson  M.  P..  of  Sev- 
entj'-Six  Township,  and  Mar^'  K.,  the  wife  of  J.  M. 
Craven,  of  Jasper  County,  Mo.  Mr.  Dayton  and 
his  wife  came  to  Washington  County  in  the  year 
1840,  and  entered  320  acies  of  land  on  section  30, 
Cedar  Townshi)).  At  that  time  there  were  yet 
man3'  Indians  in  this  section  of  Iowa,  and  the}' 
were  so  tronl)lcsonie  that  they  added  much  to  the 
dangers  and  hardshii)s  of  pioneer  life.  The  land 
then  entered,  under  the  careful  manipulation  of 
Mr.  Dayton,  became  a  s[)lendid  farm,  upon  which 
he  continued  to  live  until  188G,  when  he  lost  his 
residence  by  tire,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
moved  to  the  home  of  their  son,  Thomas  C.  M., 
whcie  they  are  now  welcome  and  honored  guests. 
These  venerable  people  are  unostentati<jus  Chris- 
tians, Mr.  Dayton  being  a  member  of  the  New- 
Light  Church  and  his  wife  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Cliurch.  While  not  taking  a  very  active  part 
in  politics  for  the  last  few  years,  Mr.  Dayton  has 
not  relincjuislied  one  jot  or  tittle  of  his  enthusiasm 
as  a  Republican,  of  which  political  faith  he  has 
been  since  that  i)arty  was  organized. 

Thomas  C.  M.  Dayton,  a  son  of  Lenox  D.ayton, 
was  born  in  Alleghany  County,  Md.,  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1830,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
farm  of  his  parents.  He  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  in  Illinois.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  he  was  first  married  on  the  1 1  th  of  Sep- 
I  teniber,  1854,  and  by  this  marii.age  there  were 
seven  children  born:  James  M.,  who  aceidenUdly 


hung  himself  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ;  Leonard 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years ;  Louis  resides  at  home ; 
Miranda  15.,  wife  of  Franklin  Crand)ly,  a  farmer  of 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Celia,  wife  of  Henry  Patterson, 
of  Sevent3'-Six  Township;  Mary  E.  and  Pearley  at 
home.  The  fust  wife  died  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1!S74,  at  the  .age  of  thirty-one  years.  Mv.  Dayton 
was  again  married,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1875,  to 
Rachel  Sewell,  a  native  of  Knox  Count}',  111.,  and 
a  daughter  of  Alexander  .Sewell.  The  chihlren  of 
this  mariage  were  Emerson  and  Jesse,  who  were 
twins.  This  wife  died  on  the  20lh  of  May,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  On  the  25th  of 
September,  1801,  Mr.  Dayton  enlisted  in  Co.  I, 
13th  Iowa  \'ol.  Inf.,  whore  he  served  as  a  private 
until  ly03;  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  service 
he  participated  in  the  following-named  engage- 
ments: Corinth,  Shiloh,  and  all  the  skirmishes  and 
minor  engagements  connected  with  those  cam- 
paigns, after  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  on 
account  of  disabilities  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  arm}'  he  returned 
home  and  eng.aged  in  farming,  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed since.  On  the  2yth  of  March.  188(),  he  sold 
his  property  in  Iowa  and  went  to  Colorado,  from 
whi(th  place  he  returned  on  the  29th  of  September 
of  the  same  year. 

Patrick  H.  Dayton,  a  son  of  Lenox  Dayton,  was 
born  on  the  homestead  on  section  30,  Cedar  Town- 
ship, where  he  now  owns  100  .acres  of  land,  and  is 
extensivelj'  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  In  Eebruar}',  1864,  he  was  married  to 
Martha  Eishburn,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  llenr}'  Fishburn,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio. 
They  are  the  parents  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
whose  names  are — Jefferson,  Arilla,  James,  Web- 
ster, Bessie  and  Ora.  Mr.  Dayton  enlisted  in  the 
war  for  the  Union  in  IMay,  1861,  iu  Co.  H,  7th 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  in  which  he  served  for  twenty- 
two  months,  and  was  discharged  on  account  of  dis- 
abilities incurred.  He  returned  home  and  engaged 
in  farming  until  February,  1864,  when  he  again 
entered  the  army,  this  time  enlisting  in  the  45th 
Iowa  Infantry,  being  assigned  to  Company  B,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  During 
his  term  of  service  he  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Belmont,  Mo.,  Ft.    Donelson,  Pittsburg 
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Landing  in  1862,  and  the  first  and  second  battles 
at  Corinth.  In  1859  he  made  a  trip  to  California, 
going  by  the  way  of  New  Yorlv  and  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  returned  in  the  winter  of  1860  on  the 
steamer  "Star  of  the  West,"  which  was  the  last  trip 
that  vessel  made  before  it  was  fired  into  at  Ft. 
Sumter.  During  his  short  stay  in  California  he 
engaged  in  mining,  but  with  only  moderate  success. 
He  has  lived  in  Washington  County  continuously 
since  his  return  from  California,  excepting  while 
in  the  army  and  on  a  trip  to  Missouri  and  Kansas. 
In  188G  the  residence  of  Mr.  Da3'ton  was  totally 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  temporarily  the  family  took 
up  residence  in  a  building  near  the  farm.  Politicall}', 
Mr.  Dayton  is  an  enthusiastic  Republican,  and  con- 
tributes his  best  efforts  for  the  success  of  that 
part}'.  The  J^a3tou  farail}',  parents  and  children, 
are  among  the  best  known  and  most  reputable  in 
Washington  County. 


E 


W.  STONE,  attorney-at-law  of  Washington, 
Iowa,  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  being 
born  near  Strongsville,  Cuyahoga  County, 
of  parents  who  traced  their  descent  back  to  the 
early  settlers  of  the  Union.  He  is  the  son  of  Har- 
mon and  Fanny  M.  (Clarke)  Stone,  the  former 
bom  in  the  northern  part  of  Vermont  in  August, 
1800,  and  the  latter  in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  April 
8,  1807. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  early  in  life  emigrated 
to  Ohio,  and  located  near  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  which  at  that  time  was  a  mere 
hamlet,  composed  of  a  few  houses.  Here  they 
reared  their  family,  and  the  father  contributed  his 
quota  toward  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  of  North- 
ern Ohio.  He  was  successful  as  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  the  family  in  due  time  included  five 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Charles  H.  is  a  stock  dealer  of  Litchfield, 
Ohio;  Harmon  E.  died  during  the  late  war, 
having  gone  to  the  West,  and  enlisting  in  a  Cali- 
fornia regiment;  Frederick  S.  left  home  when  a 
boy,  and  a  few  years  thereafter  was  lost  sight  of; 
John  W.  learned  the  printer's  trade,  and  when   last 
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heard  of  was  in  Kansas;  E.  W.,  our  subject,  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth;  Delia  A.  is  the  wife 
of  John  S.  Rice,  of  Keota;  Frances  J.  is  the  general 
agent  of  a  publishing  house.  The  balance  of  the 
family  are  deceased. 

Harmon  .Stone,  politically,  was  a  genuine  .Jack- 
son Democrat,  and  became  quite  prominent  in  the 
political  affairs  of  Cuyahoga  County.  He  was 
placed  in  nomination  as  Sheriff,  but  being  identified 
with  the  opposition  party,  was  defeated  with  the 
bal.ance  of  his  ticket.  He  was  popular  in  his  local- 
ity and  officiated  as  .Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
period  of  twentj'-five  years.  His  e.arly  labors  had 
been  attended  with  rare  success,  and  he  had  ac- 
cumulated a  competency,  but  in  the  financial  cr.ash 
of  1857,  with  many  others,  he  lost  his  entire  prop- 
erty. Soon  afterward  he  came  to  the  West  and 
locating  near  Iowa  Citj',  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
where  he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death  from 
apoplexy  in  January,  1872.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  and  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  which  the  family  always  attended. 

Young  Stone  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the 
common  schools,  and  completed  his  education  at 
the  Iowa  State  University  after  having  taken  a 
course  in  the  Academy  at  Washington.  He  had  in 
the  meantime  taken  up  the  stud}'  of  law  in  the  ofiice 
of  Patterson  &  Rinehart,  and  being  without  means, 
met  his  current  expenses  by  teaching  school.  He 
persevered  through  many  difficulties  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  at  Iowa  City  in  January,  1870. 
He  has  since  followed  his  profession  successfully, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1878  was  elected  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  the  Sixth  Judicial  District,  in  which 
position  he  served  four  j'cars  with  great  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Stone  is  essenliallj'  a  self-made  man,  who  has 
worked  his  way  up  to  his  present  position  through 
many  difficulties  and  secured  his  education  through 
his  own  exertions.  He  is  a  close  student  and  has  a 
good  understanding  of  the  intricacies  of  common 
law. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  EfHe  A.  Stin- 
son,  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in 
Washington,  March  31,  1874.  Mrs.  Stone  was 
born  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  Jan.  5,  1851.  They 
have  one  child  only,  a  son,  Dudley.  They  occupy 
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a  pleasant  huine  and  enjoy  the  society  of  the  cnl- 
tivated  people  of  their  coniiminity.  Mi".  Stone, 
politically,  is  a  stanch  Deniocnit,  and  iias  done  good 
service  for  his  i)arty  in  this  county.  Socially  he  is 
a  iSIaster  Mason,  belonging  to  Washington  Lodge 
No.  2G. 

^- 

^IIE    MKKK    FAMILY.     Pennsylvania    has 
contributed  to  Washington  County  some  of 
her  most  enterprising  men,    among    whom 
may  be  mentioned  the  Meek  family.     The  first  of 
these  to  be  mentioned  is  Robert  Meek,  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Pully  (Wells)  Meek.     They  were  of  Scotch 
descent.     Samuel's  fallier  was  a  Samuel  Meek,  born 
and  reared  in  Scotland,  who,  about  the  year   17G0, 
moved  to  Ireland,  and  lived  there  ten  years,    then 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  tlic  glades  of 
Marj'land.      In  1  7H4  he  crossed  the   niciuiilaiiis  and 
settled  in  Brooke  County,  Va.,  where  lie  i)ia/.ed  imt 
a  tract  of  land  and  remained  the  rest  of    his  days. 
Samuel  and  I'olly    (Wells)  Meek   were    married 
about    the    year  1787,    in    Brooke  Countj-,    Va. 
Their  son   Uobert  was  born   in   the  same  county, 
where  lie  resided  until    his  Iwenty-liflii    year.      He 
then  wedded   l^sther   McConil)s.     Siie  was  born    in 
Ireland,  of  Scotch  J()arents,  Mr.  and    .Mrs.    Joseph 
McCombs,  wIkj  emigrated  to  America  in  17!)->,  set- 
tling in  Wasliingtou  County,  Pa.    Josepii  McCombs 
had  two  brothers:  James  became   a  (leneial  of  the 
British  army,  and  lived  and  died  at  New  Garden, 
New  Brunswick;  John  McCombs  was  Colonel  of  a 
regiment    in  (ien.   Harrison's  division  during    the 
War  of  1812,  and  at  its  close  he  settled  in  Brooke 
County,  Va.,  remaining  during  his    lifetime.     Es- 
ther McCombs  had  one  sister,  Xancy,  who   Ijecame 
the  wife  of  Thomas  .\llen,  who  removed  to    West- 
moreland County,  Pa.,  and  both  are  deceased. 

In  the  spring  of  ISl."),  Robert  and  Esther  Meek, 
both  now  deceased,  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Tuscarawas  County,  Oiiio,  settling  nine  miles  east 
of  where  IS'ew  Philadelpliia  now  stands.  Tiiey  were 
among  the  .first  residents  of  that  count}'.  In  1858, 
the}-  sold  their  Ohio  farm  and  came  to  the  State  of 
Iowa,  settling  in  this  county  near  W:ishington  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Col.  David  P.almer.  There 
were  eleven   children  of   the  .Meek   family.     The 
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first  of  these  to  be  mentioned  is  Joseph,  the  eldest 
son,  who  was  born    in   Washington   County,   Pa., 
Dec.   28,    1814,  and    on   March    30,    1837,    mar- 
ried Eliza  Scott,  daughter  of   Alexander  and  Ger- 
trude (Kerr)  .Scott,  of  Scotch  descent.     Joseph  and 
Eliza  Meek  are  the  parents  of   eleven  (.-hildren,    of 
whom  nine  arc  living.     Their  children,  Alexander 
S.,  Caroline,  Su.sanna  G.,  Robert  K.,  deceased,  and 
Jane  E.  were  l)oru  in  Ohio,  and  removed  with  their 
parents  to  tliis  county,  where  they  were   residents 
for  many  years.    Alexander  S.  Meek  wedded  Mary 
E.  Abbott,  of  Page  County.  Iowa,  July   12,   1863; 
they  have  three  children  and  one  grandchild,  and 
reside  in  Bedford,  Iowa;  he  is  a  prominent   jeweler. 
Caroline  is  the  wife  of    Alexander  Trimljle,  fanner 
of  Warren  County,  Iowa;  lliey  have   live  children 
and  two  grandchildren.     Susannah  (J.  married  Ed- 
ward S.  Stewart,  deceased,    .March    21,    180G;  they- 
had  one    daughter;  her    present  husband  is  B.  F. 
Warfel,  ex-Recorder  of  this  county:  they  are  resi- 
dents of  Washington.     Jane  E.  is  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Arthur,  a  farmer  of  Jackson  Township ;  they  are  the 
parents  of  nine  children.      The  remaining  six    chil- 
dren were  born  in   this  county;  they  are  namely: 
Cl.ark  J.;  Alliert  K.,  deceased;  Lewis  M.,    Marcel- 
lus  R.  and  Sarah  .M.,  twins;  and    Ella  F.,    are   all 
residents  of  this  county,  and  remain  under  the   p.a- 
rental  roof,  except  Sarah  .M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  W. 
F.  (Jardner,  of  Oregon  Township. 

Joseph  Mcek's  citizenship  dates  from  March  17, 
1849.  He  located  in  \\asliington  and  remained 
four  years;  he  then  entered  a  tract  of  land  in  Jack- 
son Township,  of  480  acres,  and  on  April  5,  1853, 
he  wiih  his  family,  moved  to  their  prairie  home; 
he  is  still  the  possessor  of  120  acres  of  that  beauti- 
ful farm,  upon  which  he  intends  to  remain.  This 
has  been  the  place  where  their  cliilihen  have  grown 
to  man  and  womanhood.  This  aged  couple  cele- 
biiited  their  gulden  wedding  March  30,  1887,  .and 
as  they  sit  under  the  shade  of  majestic  maples 
planted  by  their  own  liands  more  than  thirty  years 
a<'o,  the}'  have  reason  to  thank  the  Giver  of  all 
good  for  such  blessings  as  have  come  to  them. 
.Mary  Meek,  daughter  <)f  Robert  and  Esther  Meek, 
was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  March  23, 
1816,  and  in  December,  1836,  became  the  wife  of 
John  Ralston.  Both  are  deceased.  Mary  Ann  Meek,  t 
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deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  F.  Kilgore.  They 
were  the  pioneers  of  the  family,  coming  about  1844, 
and  finding  a  home  in  Washington,  where  he  worked 
at  the  trade  of  bricklaying,  and  aided  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  brick  residence  of  that  place. 
They  then  moved  to  their  fine  farm  in  Washington 
Township,  where  they  reared  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  four  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  the 
remaining  seven  in  Washington  Count}'.  Three  of 
their  sons  served  through  the  war,  and  of  the  three 
soldiers,  Robert  is  now  an  Advent  minister,  and  a 
resident  of  Illinois;  David  is  deceased,  and  Joseph 
is  Superintendent  of  the  County  Farm,  and  is  the 
only  resident  here.  John  L.  Kilgore  is  a  venerable 
man  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him;  he  resides 
in  Washington  with  his  second  wife,  who  was  form- 
erly Mrs.  Louisa  Leason. 

Sauiuel  Meek,  who  was  the  husband  of  Mary  Gal- 
loway, now  deceased,  resides  in  Jackson  Townslii|i. 
She  bore  him  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  liv- 
ing: Arvilla  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  Taylor,  resi- 
dent, and  |)astorof  tlie  United  Presbyterian  Church 
near  Red  Oak,  Iowa.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children.  Oscar  wedded  Miss  Florence  McCoy,  and 
is  a  farmer  in  Jackson  Township;  Willie  G.  and 
Georgie  May  reside  with  their  father.  Samuel 
Meek  removed  from  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  to 
Washington,  and  in  185o  entered  nearly  500  acres 
of  land  in  Jackson  Township,  a  part  of  which  he 
has  since  disposed  of.  He  is  advanced  in  years, 
and  is  a  respected  citizen  and  well  known  through- 
out the  county. 

Thomas  Allen  Meek,  deceased,  married  Sarah 
McCauslin,  of  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1853 
they  emigrated  to  this  county.  He  bought  and  en- 
tered 320  acres  in  Washington  Township,  where 
they  located  and  lived  until  his  death  in  1863. 
There  were  seven  children  horn  to  them,  and  all 
have  grown  to  man  and  womanhood.  Their  sons 
are  enterprising  young  men.  McG.  and  Joseph  are 
located  in  Pawnee  City,  Neb.,  where  they  are  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business.  Their  mother  and 
three  sisters  reside  with  them.  James  L.  is  Post- 
master at  Dexter,  Iowa,  and  William  R.  is  in  the 
agricultural  implement  business  at  the  same    place. 


They  were  all  prominent  citizens  of  this  county  for 
many  years. 

Susannah  Meek,  wife  of  James  (Calloway,  emi- 
grated to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  in  1 852,  from  Carroll 
County,  Ohio,  and  removed  to  Washington,  where 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  for  several  years 
and  then  removed  to  their  farm  in  Washington 
Township.  They  have  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  whom  their  eldest  son,  William,  is  a  resident  of 
Washington  Township,  and  is  engaged  in  farming; 
he  married  Miss  Fann}"^  Armstrong,  an  educated 
lady  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Their  daughter  Anne  married 
a  wealthy  merchant  of  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa,  and  their 
other  sons  and  daughters  are  located  in  Fills  worth 
County,  Kan.,  where  the  parents  now  reside. 
Nancy  Meek  married  AVilliam  George,  of  Carroll 
County,  Ohio;  thej'  removed  to  this  county  in 
1856,  and  bought  a  fine  farm  of  320  acres  in  Jack- 
son Township,  where  thej'  reared  a  family  of  ten 
children,  all  but  one  son  living  to  be  honored  and 
respected  men  and  women.  In  1876.  tiiey  moved 
to  Nebraska,  where  thej'  now  reside.  Tiieir  sons, 
Meek  and  Lycurgus,  are  farmers  in  this  county. 
This  aged  couple  and  their  family  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  many  in  Washington  County. 

John  W.  Meek  came  from  Tuscarawas  County, 
Ohio,  and  located  in  this  county,  where  he  resided 
for  many  j'ears.  He  now  lives  in  Abilene,  Kan., 
with  his  second  wife,  who  was  f(n'merly  Mrs.  Hast- 
ings. She  bore  him  one  daughter,  Christina,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  the  same  place.  James 
Bruce  Meek  married  Hester  Sinimington.  He  was 
a  resident  of  this  countj^  for  manj'^  years,  and  was 
killed  on  the  plains  by  the  Indians,  July  18,  1864. 
Their  children  ai'e  William,  deceased,  who  was  mur- 
dered, and  his  team  stolen  in  the  Indian  Territory; 
and  three  daughters.  They  reside  in  Texas.  Their 
mother  is  now  Mrs.  Fisher.  Robert  and  An- 
derson Meek,  deceased,  sons  of  Robert  and  Fisther 
Meek,  complete  this  family. 

We  have  here  represented  six  generations  of  this 
numerous  family,  and  there  are  many  old  settlers 
of  this  county  who  recognize  in  this  sketch  many 
names  of  those  who,  in  an  early  day  were  partici- 
pants in  various  business  enterprises  in  this  county. 
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I  MP]  is  ever  moving  on.  The 
dieds  and  actions  of  to-day 
form  the  subject  of  history 
to-morrow.  From  tlie  rec- 
ord of  tliese  deeds  men 
ft>rni  opinions  on  which 
tlieir  present  and  future  ac- 
tions are  governed.  Let  the  yonth 
of  the  land  be  given  to  read  only 
the  lives  of  great  military  men 
Hive  Napoleon,  Alexander  the 
C4reat,  or  Hannilial,  and  there  will 
grow  up  a  race  of  warriors.  Give 
them  any  i)articnlar  class  of  litera- 
ture, confining  them  exclusively 
to  the  one  class,  and  their  minds 
will  be  governed  by  such,  and  all 
their  actions  will  tend  to  reflect  that  which  has  been 
read. 

In  local  liistory,  we  have  to  do  with  the  life  work 
of  every  class  of  people,  showing  how  new  settle- 
ments were  formed  and  how  changes  were  wrought 
in  transforming  a  wilderness  into  an  abode  for  civ- 
ilized man.  In  doing  this  the  ehai-acters  of  the 
pioneers,  together  with  the  more  prominent  per- 
sons of  a  later  day  are  sketched,  and  in  that  record 
will  be  found  an  incentive  to  action  which  will  be 
far  better  for  the  young  than  in  stories  of  medie- 
val times  or  the  butcheries  of  such  militar3'  men  as 
have  been  named. 

Washington  County,  one  of  the  fairest  and  best 


of  the  ninety  and  nine  of  the  beautiful  State  of 
Iowa,  has  a  history  dating  back  but  little  more  than 
half  a  centur}'.  In  that  time  what  changes  have 
been  wrought  and  what  great  and  startling  events 
have  trans[)iredl  Since  its  first  settlement  mon- 
archies have  crumbled  into  dust  and  rc])ublics  have 
been  reared  upon  their  ruins.  Inventmns  that  have 
revolutionized  labor  have  been  given  to  the  world, 
and  signs  of  progress  are  upon  every  hand. 

The  question  is  often  asked  wli>-  men  le.-ive  the 
comforts  and  pleasures  of  civilized  lands  f.nd  strike 
out  into  a  new  and  almost  unknown  country,  bear- 
ing the  toils  and  i)rivations  which  are  unavoidable. 
Not  more  from  choice  than  necessity  did  the  old 
pioneers  bid  farewell  to  the  |)la3'grounds  of  their 
childhood  and  the  graves  of  their  fathers.  To  re- 
main in  a  land  where  poverty  was  their  birthright, 
where  the  rich  were  becoming  richer  and  the  poor 
poorer  year  by  year,  was  to  remain  in  that  condi- 
tion forever.  A  change  was  a  necessity,  and  there- 
fore we  find  the  old  pioneers,  without  prestige  or 
friends,  drifting  along  seeking  the  garden  spot 
where  they  might  establish  a  home,  where  they 
might  educate  their  sons  and  daughters,  giving 
them  privileges  which  they  themselves  never  en- 
joyed. 

The  broad  prairies  and  beautiful  groves  of 
Washington  County,  in  the  early  day,  were  indeed 
inviting  to  those  seeking  a  home  in  a  more  favored 
land,  and  here  planted  their  stakes  many  of  whom 
the  present  generation  have  reason  to  rise  up  and 
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call  blessed.  To  secure  luul  adoni  the  homes  de- 
sired 1)}'  the  pioneers,  more  th.aii  ordinarj-  ambition 
was  required,  fjreater  tlian  ordinary  endurance  de- 
manded. How  well  they  have  succeeded,  let  tlic 
broad,  cultivated  fields  and  fruit-bearing  orchards, 
the  flocks  and  the  herds,  the  palatial  residences,  tlie 
places  of  business,  the  spacious  halls,  the  clattering 
car-wheels  and  ponderous  engines  all  testify. 

There  was  a  time  when  pioneers  waded  through 
deep  snows,  across  bridgeless  rivers  and  through 
bottomless  sloughs,  more  than  a  score  of  miles  to 
mill  or  market,  and  when  more  time  was  reipiircd 
to  reach  and  return  from  market  than  is  now  re- 
quired to  cross  the  continent  or  Atlantic  Ocean. 
These  were  the  times  when  their  palaces  were  con- 
structed of  logs  and  covered  with  "shakes"  riven 
from  forest  trees.  These  were  the  times  when  chil- 
dren were  stowed  away  during  the  nights  in  the  low, 
dark  attics,  amongst  the  horns  of  the  elk  and  the 
deer,  and  where  through  the  chinks  in  tlie  ■■shakes" 
they  could  count  tlie  twinkling  stars.  These  were 
the  times  when  ciiairs  and  bedsteads  were  hewn 
from  the  forest  trees,  and  tal)les  and  bureaus  con- 
structed from  the  boxes  in  which  goods  were 
brought.  These  were  the  d.ays  when  all  were  re- 
quired to  work  six  days  in  the  week  and  all  the 
hours  in  a  day  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  Now  all  is 
changed.  In  viewing  the  blessings  which  now  sur- 
round us,  we  should  reverence  those  who  made  them 
possible,  and  ever  fondly  cherish  in  memory  the 
sturdy  old  pioneer  and  his  log  cabin. 

Generation  after  generation  come  and  go  like 
the  leaves  of  autumn.  Nations  have  been  born, 
have  had  their  rise  and  fall,  and  then  passed  away, 
leaving  scarcely  a  ripple  on  the  great  ocean  of  time 
to  show  that  they  ever  existed,  so  imperfect  and 
mutable  have  been  their  means  to  perpetuate  their 
achievements.  It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  estab- 
lish an  intelligent,  undecaying,  immutable  method 


of  perpetuating  this  history';  immutable  in  that  it 
is  almost  unlimited  in  extent,  and  perpetmd  in  its 
action;  and  this  is  through  the  art  of  printing.  Na- 
tions may  become  disintegrated  ami  pass  awaj', 
monuments  and  statues  ma^-  crumble  into  dust, 
but  b(joks  will  live.  This  art  has  been  rapidly  ad- 
vancing from  its  first  inception  unlil  now  it  would 
seem  that  there  were  no  longer  any  furtiier  ground 
for  improvement.  This  is  pre-eininenll}'  an  age  of 
printing,  an  age  of  books. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  are  we  in- 
debted for  the  introduclioii  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  history  and  local  l)iograi)liy.  lly  this  sys- 
tem every  man,  though  he  has  not  achieved  what 
the  world  calls  greatness,  has  the  means  to  perpet- 
uate his  life,  his  history  through  the  coining  ages; 
so  alike  has  ever^'  communitj'. 

We  come  now  to  the  work  before  us:  To  our 
patrons,  we  say,  that  the  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down 
all;  nothing  of  the  |)liysical  nmn  is  left;  the  moiiu- 
ineiit  which  his  ciiililrcii  or  friends  may  erect  to  his 
meuioi-y  in  the  cemelery  will  crunilile  into  dust  and 
[lass  away;  hut  his  life,  his  achievements,  the  work 
he  has  accomplished,  which  otherwise  would  be  for- 
gotten, is  perpetuated  by  this  book  through  coming 
ages.     Shakespeare  has  said  : 

The  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them ; 
The  good  is  oft  interred  with  their  bones. 

Our  aim  in  this  work  has  been  onh'  to  preserve 
the  good.  We  sought  to  gather  from  the  best 
sources  of  information  obtainable,  the  conditions 
and  incidents  of  the  earlj'  pioneer  life,  and  to  pre- 
sent that  together  with  the  present  development  of 
the  county.  Many  of  the  pioneers  came  into  this 
beautiful  country  without  a  dollar  in  their  pockets, 
but  with  the  unllinching  determination  to  carve  out 
their  fortunes  and  build  up  a  community.  With 
undaunted  hearts  and  a  courage  equal  to  that  of 
the  great  heroes  of  our  couiitr}',  they  began  life. 
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ASIIINGTON  COUNTY  lies 
ill  the  second  tier  of  coun- 
;  ties  west  of  the  Missis- 
-iplii  River,  and  the  third 
tier  from  the  Missouri  line. 
'^'^'  ■'^Q^'*^  Its  territoiy  comprises  twen- 
t3'-fonr  miles  square,  or  all  of 
townships  74,  75,  7G  and  77,  ranges  6,  7, 
8  and  9,  except  that  portion  of  township 
77,  range  C,  lying  east  of  the  Iowa  River. 
Tiie  surface  of  the  country  is  generally  a 
gently  rolling  prairie,  with  some  broken 
land  in  the  northern  and  southern  parts. 
The  principal  streams  are  the  Iowa,  En- 
glish and  >Skunk  Rivers,  and  Long  and 
Crooked  Creeks,  each  of  which  have  some  tribu- 
taries. The  Iowa  River  forms  a  part  of  the  eastern 
boundary  of  tiie  county.  English  River  enters  the 
county  in  the  northwest  corner,  and,  flowing  in  an 
easterly  direction,  empties  into  the  Iowa  River  in 
Iowa  Township.  Skunk  River  enters  the  county 
on  section  C,  township  74,  range  9,  and  flowing  in 
a  southeasterly  direction,  leaves  it  from  section  36, 
township  74,  range  8.  Crooked  Creek  heads  in 
section  0,  township  76,  range  9,  flows  in  a  south- 
easterly direction,  and  leaves  the  county  from  sec- 
tion 36,  township  74,  range  6.  The  north  fork  of 
Long  Creek  heads  in  section  13,  township  76,  range 
8,  while  the  south  fork  heads  in  section  32,  town- 
ship 76,  range  7,  and  each  flows  almost  southeast, 
uniting  in  section  26,  township  75,  range  6,  and 
together  leave  the  county  from  section  36,  same 
township  and  range. 

The  soil  of  the  county  is  well  adapted  to  gen- 
eral farming,  having  just  enough  sand  in  it  to  allow 
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water  to  sink  readily,  and  in  times  of  drouth  the 
water  comes  to  the  surface,  giving  moisture  to  the 
grain  which  is  planted.  The  soil  was  well  tested 
in  1886  as  to  its  cap.acity  to  withstand  a  drouth. 
Farmers  generally  were  greatly  surprised  at  the  re- 
sult, the  crops  lieing  much  larger  than  it  was 
thought  possible  for  them  to  l)e. 

For  some  years  stock-raising  has  been  one  of  the 
principal  features  of  farming,  and  in  that  time  a 
great  deal  of  fine  stock  has  been  introduced,  in- 
cluding horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  In  another  part 
of  this  work  will  be  found  an  article  on  stock- 
raising,  to  which  the  reader's  attention  is  called. 
All  kinds  of  small  fruit  are  successfuU}'  raised  in 
this  county.  In  the  last  few  years  the  apple  crop 
has  generall3f  failed,  but  this  is  true  of  all  sections 
of  the  State,  as  well  as  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 

Sand  and  clay  suitable  for  brick  are  found  in  all 
parts  of  the  county.  The  supply  is  inexhaustible, 
and  will  afford  cheap  building  material  for  all  time 
to  come.  Not  onlj^  is  the  soil  suitable  for  building- 
brick,  but  for  tiling,  and  in  the  past  few  years  tile 
manufactories  have  sprung  up  in  all  parts  of  the 
county.  Good  building  stone  is  found  in  many 
townships,  especially  along  Crooked  Creek,  in  the 
central  part  of  the  county,  and  Goose  and  Davis 
Creeks,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county'.  The 
best  buililing  stone  is  obtained  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  county,  the  brown  limestone  of  the 
Chemung  Group,  which  is  sufficiently  massive  to 
form  heavy  masonry.  This  rock  out-crops  on 
English  River  and  along  Davis  and  Goose  Creeks. 
In  timber,  the  county  is  probably  an  average  one, 
the  heaviest  bodies  being  along  Skunk  River  and 
Crooked  Creek. 
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S   aln-adj'    stated,    the    first 
settlement    in     W.ashington 
County  was  nia()e  early  in 
tiie    spring;   of     1«3G.      'J'he 
loiinilaries  of  the  county  had 
not  i)ei'n  delined.  hut  shortly 
afterward  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin,   of    wiiicii     llic    jiresent 
'M     State  of  Iowa   formed   a   part, 
passed  an  act  for  the  organiza- 
^   of    Slaughter    County,     which 
comprised   the  eastern  half  of  the 
present  count}'  of  Washington  and 
a  portion  of  the  present  county  of 
Louisa.      The    settlement    of    the 
county  was  verj' slow  until   1838,  the   Indian  title 
not  hcing  extinguished  on   the   west   half   (if   the 
present  county.     Hut  few  people  cared  to  have  the 
red  men  .as  their  neighbors,   and   therefore   waited 
until  they  were  sent  further  west.      In  I.S38,  how- 
ever, quite  a   number  came   into   the  count}'  for 
permanent  settlement,    and    in    the    beginning   of 
183i)   there   were  i)rol).a1)ly  300  inliabitants  in  what 
is  now   Washington   County,  the  greater  number 
being  in   the   eastern   half.     At  a  session    of   the 
Territorial  [..egislature,  the  Territory  of  Iowa  hav- 
ing just  been  formed,  an  act  was  p.assed,  approved 
Jan.  2.5,  1  839,  changing  the  name  of  Slaughter  to 
that  of  Washington,  and  defining  the   boundaries 
of  the  county  as  they  now  exist,  with  the  exception 
that  all  east  of  the   Iowa   River,   in   township  77 
nortli,   of  range   6    west,  has   been  transferred   to 
^'  Johnson  County.     15y  the  act  the  county  was  rec- 
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ognized  as  organi/cd,  and  invested  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  transact  all  county  business. 
John  Gilliland,  of  Louisa  Cnunty;  Thomas  Ritchie, 
of  Henry  County,  and  William  Chauibers,  of  Mus- 
catine County,  were  appointed  by  the  said  act 
commissioners  to  locate  and  establish  the  seat  of 
justice  for  Washington  County.  They  were  re- 
quired to  meet  in  the  town  of  Astoria,  in  what  is 
now  C)regon  Township,  on  the  1st  of  .lunc,  183!>, 
for  the  performance  of  their  dut_v.  On  the  date 
mentioned  two  of  the  commissioners,  Gillihind  and 
Ritchie,  met  at  Astoria,  and  after  having  been 
duly  sworn,  proceeded  to  select  a  location  for  the 
seat  of  justice.  After  makinii'  a  tour  of  the  county, 
and  examining  the  various  locations  proposed  for 
the  county  seat,  Mr.  (iillilan<i  favored'  its  location 
.at  the  geographical  center  of  the  county,  while  Mr. 
Ritchie  selected  a  site  about  one  mile  .-ioutheast  of 
the  present  location  of  Washington.  As  neither 
wouhl  give  way  to  the  other,  a  compromise  was 
effected,  and  the  present  site  of  W.ashington  was 
agreed  upon. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  August,  1 839,  an  election 
was  held  for  county  oliicers.  Nathan  Haker  w.as 
elected  I'robate  Judge;  David  (Joble,  Treasurer; 
Reuben  Iliatt,  Coroner;  .1.  U.  Davis,  Surveyor; 
Richard  Moore.  Simon  P.  Teetlo  and  Morgan  Hart, 
members  of  the  Hoard  of  County  Commissioners. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Count}'  Com- 
missi(mers  w.as  held  on  the  loth  of  August,  1839, 
at  the  house  of  Richard  Moore,  on  section  33  of 
what  is  now  Washington  Township.  After  being 
qualifieil,  the  Commissioners  proceeded  to  business, 
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their  first  order  being  in   relation  to  the    county 
seat,  as  follows : 

That  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  count}'  of  Wash- 
ington, which  was  located  on  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  17,  township  75,  range  7,  by  Thomas 
Ritchie  and  John  Gilliland,  who  were  duly  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  for  that  purpose  by  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory,  be  known 
and  designated  as  Washington. 

The  land  selected  b}'  the  Commissioners  for  the 
seat  of  justice  was  a  part  of  the  claim  of  Nathan 
Baker,  who  surrendered  it  to  the  county,  and  it 
was  duly  entered  at  the  land-otHce  for  county  seat 
purposes,  on  the  loth  of  Octobei',  1839,  b}'  Simon 
P.  Teetle  and  Richard  Moore,  Commissioners  of 
Washington  Count}'. 

At  tills  meeting,  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  was 
ordered  to  advertise  a  sale  of  lots  in  AVashington, 
on  Monda}',  Aug.  19,  18:39,  to  continue  two  days, 
if  necessary,  upon  the  following  conditions:  One- 
eighth  cash  in  hand,  the  remainder  in  three  equal 
payments  in  six,  twelve  and  eighteen  months.  The 
Clerk  was  also  authorized  to  employ  a  surveyor  to 
survej'  the  plat  of  the  town.  J.  M.  fSnyder  was 
emi)loyed  by  the  Clerk  for  this  purpose,  who, 
assisted  by  Thomas  M.  Neil,  Caldwell  Neil,  Will- 
iam Basey  and  Nathan  Baker,  subdivided  the  town 
site  into  blocks  and  lots.  Upon  the  da}-  of  the  sale 
Joseph  Patterson  acted  as  crier.  Twenty-four  lots 
were  disposed  of  at  an  average  jirice  of  iSSS.lS, 
amounting  in  all  to  §91.i.uO.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  lots  sold,  with  names  of  purchasers  and 
the  price  paid  for  each : 

Nathan  Baker,  lot  I,  block  17,  154.00 
Joseph  Rogers,  lot  5,  block  14,  40.00 
Josej)!!  Patterson,  lot  4,  block  14,  40.00 
Jeremiah  Buford,  lot  8,  block  8,  72.00 
George  H.  Stone,  lot  3,  block  12,  25.00 
Theodore  Teetple,  lot  6,  block  12,  30.00 
William  Connor,  lot  7,  block  12,  51.00 
Thomas  Baker,  lot  1,  block  18,  68.00 
John  Duke,  lot  4,  block  19,  50.00 
William  Ayers,  lot  3,  block  18,  42.00 
Richard  Moore,  lot  2,  block  18,  45.00 
Luke  Teetple,  lot  1,  block  l(i,  37.00 
W.  G.  Liverraore,  lot  2,  block  15,  21.00 
Willi.-im  M.  Harvey,  lot  4,  block  15,  15.00 
E.  B.  Hughes,  lot  8,  block  G,  21.00 
Joseph  Basey,  lot  7.  block  7,  35.00 
JosephPattersou,  lot  1,  block  24,  20.00 
John  Grill,  lot  2,  block  24,  20.50 
.4«- 


Thomas  Baker,  lot  8,  block  17,  31.00 

Israel  Smith,  lot  8,  block  18,  30.00 

William  Basey,  lot  8,  block  15,  27.00 

Marcus  Hall,  "lot  7,  block  15,  16.00 

Jeremiah  Buford,  lot  8,  block  7,  50.00 

Thomas  Ritchie,  lot  5,  block  8,  69.00 

Lot  8,  block  8,  is  tlie  one  on   which   the   Brysou 

House  now  stands,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the 

public  square.     The  lot  on  the  northwest  corner  of 

the  square,  lot  5,  block  8,   where  Everson's   Opera 

House  now  stands,  brought  the  next  highest  price, 

being    purchased     by     Thomas    Ritchie   for  $69. 

Lot  1,  block  18,  is  situated  on  the  southeast  corner 

of  the  square,  and  was  purchased  by  Thomas  Baker 

for  $68. 

At  the  September  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners,  an  order  was  made  for  the 
erection  of  a  temporary  court-house,  the  contract 
being  awarded  1o  Josii'h  Neil  en  the  21st  day 
of  October  of  the  same  year,  for  $759.  The  build- 
ing was  erected  on  lot  4,  block  18,  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  square. 

As  in  other  counties,  the  time  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  some  years  was  principally  taken 
up  by  tiie  creation  and  changing  of  road  districts, 
building  of  bridges,  and  attending  to  the  financial 
interests  of  the  county,  which  were  never  great. 
The  assessment  for  1839  was  $28,029,  on  which  a 
tax  was  levied  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  amount- 
ing to  $1  40.14^.  In  addition  to  this  a  poll  tax 
was  levied  of  seventy-five  cents,  which  amounted 
to  $141.  The  assessment  roll  is  yet  in  existence, 
showing  tax-payers  to  the  number  of  250,  of 
whom  but  fifty-nine  paid  a  tax  amounting  to  $1 
each.  Fourteen  paid  a  tax  amounting  to  $2  or 
over,  and  but  three  paid  $3  or  over.  John  Brier 
was  assessed  at  $795,  and  paid  a  tax  of  $3.92-J. 
Daniel  Powers'  propert}'  was  valued  at  $708,  and 
his  tax  amounted  to  $3.94.  Samuel  Crippin  was 
assessed  at  $606,  and  paid  a  tax  of  $3.03. 

The  first  voting  precinct  created  by  the  board, 
in  1840,  was  as  follows:  1st.  Crawfordsville, 
township  74,  range  G;  2d.  Long  Creek,  township 
75,  range  6 ;  3d.  Washington,  township  75,  range 
7;  4th.  Crooked  Creek,  township  74,  range  7;  5th. 
Brighton,  all  south  of  Skunk  River  and  east  of 
Honey  Creek;  6th.  Richland,  all  south  of  .Skunk 
River   and   west   of    Honey    Creek;   7th.  Walnut 
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Creek,  all  north  of  Skunk  River  east  of  Indian 
Creek,  south  of  townsliij)  line  between  74  and  75, 
and  west  of  range  line  between  7  and  H;8th.  Duteh 
Creek,  all  north  of  Skunk  Kiver,  west  of  Indian 
Creek,  and  south  of  township  line,  ranges  7.")  and  7C  ; 
9tli.  English  Hivcr,  all  north  of  township  line  be- 
tween 75  and  76,  except  township  70,  range  7  and 
8;  10th.  Iowa,  all  east  of  the  first  line  above  de- 
scribed; 1 1th.  All  east  of  English  River  Township, 
and  Indian  boundary  line. 

In  April,  l.sil,  at  a  session  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, the  Clerk  of  the  board  was  instructed 
to  advertise  by  written  notice,  in  three  of  the'inost 
public  places  in  the  count}',  that  the  contract  for 
the  building  of  a  jail  would  be  let  on  the  1st  day 
of  June,  1841.  The  contract  was  awarded  Alex- 
ander Lee,  J.  B.  Davis  and  Thomas  Baker.  The 
building  was  erected  on  lot  3,  block  8,  and  was 
completed  at  a  cost  of  ^1,020,  in  August,  1842. 

The  sj'stem  of  county  government  by  Commis- 
sioners continued  until  1851,  during  which  time 
they  tran.'iacted  considerable  business  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  count3^  In  1844,  the}'  divided  the 
count}'  into  ten  civil  townships,  under  the  names 
of  Iowa,  English  River,  Lime  Creek,  Crawford. 
Marion,  AVashington,  Cedar,  Brighton,  Dutch 
Creek  and  Clay.  Of  these  townships,  English 
River,  Lime  Creek,  Dutch  Creek,  Brighton  and 
Cedar,  were  duly  organized  by  the  election  of  town- 
ship oflicers  ou  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1845. 

In  Februar}',  1845,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  with  Alex- 
ander Lee  for  the  erection  of  a  new  court-house. 
This  building  was  completed   in  June,    1847. 

In  1851,  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
was  .superseded  by  the  office  of  County  Judge. 
Enoch  Ross  was  first  elected  to  that  position.  He 
served  four  years  and  was  succeeded  by  John  Bur- 
ris,  who  served  two  j'ears,  and  was  succeeded  by 
S.  P.  Young.  For  ten  years  count}'  afifairs  were 
managed  by  the  Count}'  Judge,  and  it  cannot  be 
denied  that,  in  Washington  County  at  least,  its 
affairs  were  well  managed.  In  1800,  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Suite  passed  an  act  taking  the 
managing  of  county  affairs  from  the  County  Judge 
and  placing  it  under  the  control  of  a  Boai'd  of 
Supervisors. 


Washington  County  at  this  time  was  divided  in- 
to fifteen  civil  townships.  The  first  election  for 
members  of  the  board  was  held  in  October,  18G0, 
at  whicii  time  the  following  men  were  elected  to 
constitute  the  first  Board  of  Supervisors:  Enoch 
Ross,  Washington  Township;  B.  II.  AVilder,  Clay 
Township;  D.  W.  Cauffman,  Brighton  Township; 
Evan  Park,  Marion  Township;  Matthew  Moorhead, 
Crawford  Township;  James  Stewart,  Oregon  Town- 
ship; D.  W.  White,  Franklin  Township;  W.  S. 
Hamilton,  Seventy-Six  Township;  Marshal  Good- 
speed,  Cedar  Township ;  Alexander  G ibson,  Jackson 
Township;  George  Means,  Highland  Township; 
Thomas  M.  Moore,  Iowa  Township;  Robert  McCal- 
lister,  English  River  Township;  IS.  A.  W.aters,  Lime 
Creek  Township;  John  Rhinebart,  Dutch  Creek 
Township. 

The  system  of  county  government  by  one  Su- 
pervisor from  each  civil  township  was  continued  for 
ten  years,  during  which  time  the  country  passed 
through  its  most  critical  period,  and  the  principal 
work  of  the  board  during  the  first  five  years  was 
in  legislating  upon  matters  growing  out  of  the 
Civil  War.  Every  duty  was  attended  to  in  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  manner  by  the  board.  As 
far  as  in  their  power,  they  did  all  that  could  be 
done  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  country. 
For  that  which  was  done  they  deserve  a  vote  of 
thanks  from  the  people. 

In  1868  the  General  Assembly  again  changed 
the  manner  of  county  government,  substituting  a 
board  of  three  members  elected  from  the  entire 
county  instead  of  from  each  civil  township.  This 
is  substantially  the  old  County  Commissioner  sys- 
tem, and  is  probably  the  most  satisfactory  way  of 
conducting  the  business  of  the  county.  The  first 
Board  of  Supervisors  under  the  new  system  was 
composed  of  the  following  names:  John  A.  Hen- 
derson, J.  M.  Glasgow  and  (J.  S.  Reed. 

The  principal  business  transacted  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  under  the  present  system  has  been 
the  erection  of  the  present  magnificent  court- 
house, which  stands  one  block  west  of  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  square.  An  account  of  this 
building,  together  with  a  fine  lithographic  view,  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  tliis  volume. 
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UCH  has  been  written  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  West,  and 
many  words  of  praise  spo- 
ken, but  too  much  cannot 
be  said  coniniendntory  of 
the  bi'ave  men  and  women 
i=f'  who  left  homes  in  the  East,  where 
thej-  were  snivoiuided  by  every 
evidence  of  civih'zcd  life,  to- 
gether with  friends  and  kindred, 
and  came  into  a  new  and  almost 
unknown  country,  redeeming  it 
from  the  wily  red  men  and  pre- 
paring it  for  their  children  and 
children's  children  that  should 
come  after  them.  But  little  more 
than  a  half  century  ago  that  portion  of  Iowa,  "the 
beautiful  land,"  now  comprising  the  wealthy 
county  of  Washington,  was  an  unbroken  wilderness, 
inhabited  bj'  wild  beasts,  wild  fowl  and  no  less  wild 
red  men.  Its  forests  had  not  resounded  with  the 
woodman's  ax,  nor  its  prairie  been  uptorn  by  the 
plow.  All  was  then  as  it  came  from  tiie  hand 
of  the  Creator. 

All  has  now  been  changed.  The  trail  of  the  red 
men  is  now  laid  with  iron  bands,  over  which  sjaeeds 
the  locomotive  with  its  train  of  palace  cars,  and  in 
which  daily  are  found  representatives  of  almost 
every  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  wig- 
wams and  log  cabins  have  given  place  to  palatial 
residences,  fine  school-houses,  and  elegant  churches. 


The  howl  of  the  wild  beasts  no  more  is  heard,  but 
in  its  .place  is  heard  the  bleating  of  the  sheep, 
the  lowing  of  the  cattle,  and  the  neighing  of  horses. 

The  pioneers  of  a  country  are  but  John  the  Bap- 
tists— harbingers  of  a  coming  civilization.  Like 
John,  they  go  into  the  wilderness  and  prepare  it  for 
others;  smoothing  the  rough  places,  filling  up  the 
valleys,  cutting  down  the  mountains  and  straighten- 
ing the  paths.  The  work  necessarily  must  be  a 
laborious  one,  requiring  strong  arms  and  brave 
hearts  for  its  accomplishment.  Toils  and  privations 
must  be  endured,  of  which  those  coming  after  them 
can  have  no  real  or  just  conception. 

When  the  pioneers  of  Washington  County  first 
made  settlement  within  its  borders,  there  was  no 
railroad  west  of  Chicago,  nor  was  there  even  one 
reaching  that  citj'.  Travel  was  made  alone  by  ox 
or  horse  teams,  most  generally  by  the  former,  es- 
pecially if  long  distances  were  to  be  traversed. 
To  remove  from  the  East  required  long  and  exten- 
sive preparations,  and  the  journey  was  one  of 
continual  toil  and  anxiety,  and  even  danger.  The 
route  lay  through  a  wild  and  rough  country; 
swamps  and  marshes  were  crossed  with  great  exer- 
tion and  fatigue;  rivers  were  forded  with  difficulty 
and  danger; nights  were  passed  in  the  dense  forests, 
with  the  earth  for  a  couch  and  the  trees  and  foliage 
for  a  shelter.  Long  weary  days  and  weeks  of 
travel  were  endured,  but  finally  their  eyes  were 
gladdened  and  their  hearts  beat  faster,  when  a 
vision  of  their  future  home  burst^upon  them. 
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The  first  thing  upon  arrival  was  to  set  about 
building  a  cabin.  While  this  -was  being  done  the 
famil}'  slept  in  tiie  wagons  or  upon  the  grass. 
Trees  of  a  suitable  and  uniform  size  were  selected, 
felled  and  prepared  for  their  places.  The  daj'  for 
the  raising  was  announced,  and  from  far  and  near 
came  otiior  pioneers  to  assist  in  the  labor.  The 
Structure  went  up  a  log  at  a  time,  those  engaged 
in  the  worI<  stopping  now  and  then  to  "wet  their 
whistles,"  and  soon  it  was  ready  for  the  clapboard 
roof  which  was  held  on  by  liuge  weight  poles.  A 
door  and  a  window  were  cut  where  the  good  wife 
directed,  a  chinjney  built,  and  the  building  was 
readj'  for  its  occupants.  The  space  between  the 
logs  was  filled  with  split  sticks  of  wood  called 
"chinks,"  and  daubed  over,  both  inside  and  out, 
with  mortar  made  of  claj-.  Tlie  tloor  was  some- 
times nothing  more  tiian  earth  tramped  liard  and 
smooth,  but  was  commonly  made  of  puncheons,  or 
split  logs,  with  the  split  side  turned  upward.  The 
roof  was  made  bj-  graduall3'  drawing  in  the  top  to 
the  ridge  pole,  and  on  cross  [)ieces  lading  the  clap- 
boards, which,  being  several  feet  in  length,  instead 
of  being  nailed,  were  held  in  place  1)3'  weight  poles, 
reaching  tlie  entire  lenglli  of  the  cabin.  For  a  fire- 
place a  space  was  cut  out  of  the  wall  on  one  side  of 
the  room,  usually  .about  six  feet  in  length,  and 
three  sides  were  built  up  of  logs,  making  an  offset 
in  the  wall.  This  was  lined  with  stone,  if  conven- 
ient, if  n<jt,  then  earth  was  used.  The  flue,  or 
upper  part  of  the  chimney,  w.as  l)uilt  of  small  split 
Sticks,  two  and  one-half  or  three  feet  in  length, 
carried  a  little  above  the  roof  and  plastered  over 
with  clay,  and  when  finished  was  called  "cob  and 
clay"  chimney.  The  door-space  was  also  made  by 
cutting  an  a|)erlure  of  the  required  si/.e  in  one 
side  of  the  room,  the  door  itself  being  made  of 
clapboards  secured  \)y  wooden  pins  to  the  cross- 
pieces.  The  hinges  were  also  of  wood,  while  the 
fastening  consisted  of  a  wooden  latch  catching  on 
a  hook  of  the  same  material.  To  open  the  door 
from  the  outside,  a  strip  of  buckskin  was  tied  to 
the  latch  and  drawn  through  a  hole  a  few  inches 
above  the  latch-bar,  so  that  on  pnlling  the  string 
the  lat(^h  was  lifted  from  the  catch  or  book,  and 
the  door  was  o[)eiied  without  further  trouble.  To 
lock  the  door  it   was  only  necessary   to  pull  the 


string  through  the  hole  to  the  inside.  Here  the 
faniil3'  lived,  and  iiere  the  guest  and  wa3'farer  were 
made  welcome.  The  living  room  w.as  of  good  size, 
but  to  a  large  extent  it  was  also  kitchen,  bedroom, 
parlor  and  arsenal,  with  flitches  of  bacon  and  rings 
of  dried  pumpkins  suspended  from  the  rafters. 
These  simple  cabins  were  inhabited  b\'  a  kind  and 
true-hearted  people.  Thej'  were  strangers  to  mock- 
modest3-,  and  the  travelers  seeking  lodgings  for  the 
night  or  desirous  of  spending  a  few  d.ays  in  the 
neighborhood,  if  willing  to  accept  the  rude  offer- 
ings, were  always  welcome,  although  how  the}' 
were  dispose<l  of  at  night  can  scared}'  be  imagined. 

The  pioneers  of  Washington  County  were  from 
man}'  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  Before  leaving 
their  Eastern  or  Si)uthern  homes,  some  of  them  had 
heard  of  what  was  in  store  for  them  in  this  "beau- 
tiful land."  Others  struck  out  with  the  determina- 
tion to  go  until  they  came  to  a  section  of  country 
that  would  suit  their  varied  tastes.  A  belter  coun- 
try they  could  not  have  found,  a  countr}'  where 
Nature  had  scattered  her  choicest  blessings  with  a 
liberal  hand.  With  a  plentiful  supply  of  timber, 
and  a  prairie  soil  that  "need  but  be  tickled  with  a 
hoe  to  laugh  with  the  harvest,"  the  pioneers  of 
Washington  County  made  their  claims,  commenced 
their  improvements,  and  pros|)erity  attended  them. 

A  portion  of  the  present  territory  of  Washing- 
ington  County  was  thrown  open  for  settlement  by 
the  Hlack  Hawk  treaty  of  1832,  but  it  was  not  till 
the  fall  of  l!s;i,')  that  any  were  courageous  enough 
to  look  for  a  home  so  ne;ir  the  Indian  line.  At 
that  time  Adam  Ritchie  and  .lohn  Hlack  visited 
the  couutv,  were  favorably-  impressed  with  it  and 
determined  to  here  effect  a  settlement.  Returning 
to  their  homes  in  Illinois  they  gave  such  favorable 
rcjiorts  of  the  new  country  that  several  persons  in 
their  neighborhood  also  determined  to  emigrate  to 
the  beautiful  land.  Accordingly,  early  in  the  s|)riug 
of  l.s;5U,  Adam  H.tchie.  his  brothers.  .Maltliew  and 
Thomas,  together  with  Mr.  Humphrey,  came  out, 
crossing  the  IMississippi  River  on  the  ice.  Kach 
of  them  made  claims  near  the  present  village  of 
Crawfordsville,  and  then  all  returned  to  their 
homes  in  Illinois  but  Adam  Ritchie,  who  remained 
behind  to  make  certain  improvements.  He  erected 
a  rude  cabin  on  the  north  side  of  Crooked  Creek, 
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on  section  27.  While  ttius  engaged  he  was  taken  sick 
with  malarial  fever,  and  but  for  the  care  of  some  wan- 
dering Indians  wonld  doubtless  have  died  far  from 
kindred  and  friends.  Recovering  his  health  suffi- 
ciently to  return  to  Illinois  he  remained  until  May 
following,  when,  fullj'  recovered,  accompanied  by 
his  son  Matthew,  a  boy  of  fifteen  years,  and  his 
daughter  Sarah,  aged  thirteen,  he  came  back  to 
his  Washington  County  home.  Fencing  a  portion 
of  his  claim  Mr.  Ritchie  planted  a  crop  of  corn, 
and  the  latter  part  of  July  returned  to  Illinois  to 
bring  the  rest  of  his  famil}-.  In  October  following 
he  perraanentl}'  located  on  his  claim  with  his  entire 
family.  In  the  spring  of  183G  Richard  Moore,  ac- 
companied liy  his  two  sons,  Amos  and  Thaddeus, 
and  his  son-in-law,  John  C.  Maulsbj',  from  Putnam 
County,  Ind.,  came  to  this  count}',  and  being  favor- 
ably impressed  concluded  to  here  permanently  set- 
tle. Each  of  them  made  a  claim,  Mr.  Moore  select- 
ing the  southeast  quarter  of  section  33,  and  eighty 
acres  of  section  34,  in  what  is  now  Washington 
Township.  After  making  their  claims  all  returned 
to  Indiana  to  make  their  arrangements  for  removal 
to  Iowa.  In  the  following  autumn  all  returned, 
]Mr.  Moore  bringing  his  family,  consisting  of  five 
sons  and  two  daughters.  They  were  accompanied 
by  John  Mosteller,  George  Baxter  and  William 
Hunter.  I'pon  their  arrival  they  at  once  set  about 
the  task  of  making  prairie  hay  to  be  used  for  the 
stock  during  the  winter,  and  erecting  their  cabin. 
Sometime  after  the  settlement  of  the  Moores, 
and  probably  during  the  same  fall,  Thomas  Baker 
settled  a  little  west  of  the  present  city  of  Wash- 
ington veiy  near  the  Indian  line,  so  near  the  Indi- 
ians  complained  of'his  stock  being  tronljlesome  to 
them.  For  some  cause  during  the  winter  of  1K3G-37 
the  Indians  failed  to  receive  their  annuity,  and 
consequently  were  feeling  rather  ill-natured,  if  not 
a  little  ugly.  In  April,  1«37,  Wapello,  who  was 
chief  of  the  tribe  located  in  this  county,  went  to 
the  cabin  of  Richard  Moore  and  after  complaining 
of  his  grievances  told  him  that  his  tribe  was  de- 
termined that  Baker  should  leave,  but  that  he 
would  not  be  disturbed.  The  next  day  Baker  was 
driven  from  his  claim  and  his  cabin  burned.  About   | 


one  week  after,  a  numljer  of  Indians  appeared  at 
Mr.  Jloore's  and  told  him  he  must  also  go.  After 
remonstrating  with  the  Indians  for  some  time  Mr. 
Moore  concluded  it  would  not  be  safe  to  remain, 
so  gathering  together  his  family,  and  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Maulsby  and  wife,  they  went  to  Henry 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  remained  until  1839, 
when  the  Indians,  having  removed  farther  West, 
and,  not  liking  their  claim  in  Henry  County,  they 
returned  to  their  old  claim  in  Washington  County. 

Sometime  in  1837  David  Goble  and  famil}^  ac- 
companied by  Oliver  Sweet,  came  to  this  county, 
Mr.  Goble  making  a  claim  on  section  28,  what 
is  now  Oregon  Township.  For  a  time  he  lived  in 
a  tent,  but  soon  afterward  erected  a  double-log 
cabin,  which  was  the  first  one  built  in  Oregon  Tp. 

Adam  Ritchie's  claim  was  near  the  present  site  of 
Crawfordsville.  Soon  after  he  made  his  permanent 
settlement  John  B.  Bullock  and  Milo  Holcomb  came 
from  Monmouth,  111.,  and  settled  on  Crooked 
Creek  at  a  place  which  for  a  long  time  was  known  as 
Hoosier  Den.  Here  they  established  a  trader's  post, 
and  for  a  time  did  quite  a  business  with  the  Indians. 
Mr.  Holcomb  returned  to  Monmouth  in  the  spring 
of  1838,  married  Rachel  Jackson,  and  returned 
with  his  bride  in  June.  Soon  after  returning  in 
company  with  Mr.  Bullock,  he  erected  a  mill  on 
Crooked  Creek,  which  was  probably  the  first  one 
erected  in  AVashington  County,  and  was  known  as 
Holcomb  Mill.  Mr.  Bullock  died  soon  after  the 
mill  was  completed,  and  Mr.  Holcomb  continued 
the  business  alone. 

Early  in  1 837  a  settlement  was  also  made  near 
the  present  village  of  Brighton.  Silas  Washburne 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  locate  in  that 
neighborhood.  He  w.as  soon  after  followed  by 
Morgan  Hart,  and  the  two  lived  together  in  a  little 
cabin  on  the  road  leading  from  Brighton  Mill.  In 
April,  1838,  S.  Seneca  Beach  arrived,  bringing  with 
him  his  own  family  and  that  of  Mr.  Washburne. 
John  Beers  also  settled  in  this  neighborhood  a  few 
weeks  prior  to  the  coming  of  Mr.  Beach. 

From  this  time  on  settlements  were  made  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  count}',  an  account  of  which  will 
be  found  in  the  various  township  histories. 
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ROM  the  beginning  of  time 
uian  has  been  subject  to  law. 
To  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  law,  courts  of  justice 
have  been  established.  The 
first  terra  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Slaughter  County  (now 
W.ashiiigton)  was  held  on  the 
7th  of  May,  1838.  There  was 
present  the  Hon.  David  Erwin, 
Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial 
District  of  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  of  which  Iowa  then 
formed  a  part.  At  this  session 
of  the  court  Thomas  Baker  was 
appointed  Clerk,  and  entered  into  bond  in  the 
penal  sum  of  |i2,000,  with  jS'elson  Ball  and  David 
Goble  as  security  that  he  would  faithfully  perform 
the  duties  of  Clerk  of  the  Court.  William  \V. 
Chapman,  United  Statics  District  Attorne}-,  was  also 
present  at  this  term.  Tiic  following  named  were 
summoned  as  a  grand  jury  at  that  term:  Joseph 
Bullinglun,  Thomas  Cahhvell,  Nelson  Ball,  Henry 
Osborne,  .lohii  AV.  Koal,  .lohn  Unlock,  David 
Goble,  Sr.,  David  (loble,  .Ir.,  Joseph  Dearborn, 
Harrison  GolJe,  James  Hall,  Isaac  Hall,  iM.  B.  Os- 
Lorne,  Oliver  Sweet,  Thomas  Neal,  Joseph  Boan, 
Isaac  Pence  and  David  Oshornc.  Tliere  being  no 
business  before  tlie  Court,  it  accordingly'  adjourned. 
The  Territory  of  Imva  having  been  organized,  it 
was  divided  into  Iwu  judicial  districts,  with  Joseph 
Williams  as  .ludge  of  the  Sucoiid  .Iiidicial  District, 
of  which  the  then  county    of   Slaughter  formed   a 


part.  The  first  term  of  the  District  Court  for 
Slaughter  County  as  |)art  of  the  Territor}'  of  Iowa, 
was  held  Oct.  22,  183s.  Thomas  Baker  was  re-ap- 
pointed Clerk  of  the  Courts  by  Judge  Williams. 
Slaughter  Count}'  must  have  had  a  law-abiding 
people,  for  no  business  was  transacted  at  this  term 
of  court. 

The  next  term  of  court  w:is  held  on  the  17th  of 
June,  1839,  and  continued  but  one  day.  Wash- 
ington County  had  now  been  organized,  and  the 
records  show  the  court  was  held  for  th.at  county. 
There  were  two  cases  on  the  docket  at  this  term, 
both  of  which  were  for  trespass;  the  first  was  Jo- 
seph Fields  and  Dennis  .Marks,  surviving  partners 
of  the  late  firm  of  Stone,  Fields  &  Marks,  vs.  Milo 
Holcomb.  surviving  partner  of  the  late  firm  of  IIol- 
coml)  tk  Bullock.  The  case  was  continued,  but 
was  afterward  compromised  by  .Mr.  Holcomb 
agreeing  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit.  The  second 
case  was  Jeremiah   Smith    vs.   Isaac    Pence.     The 

'  record  states  "That  on  the  17th  of  .luno,  1839, 
came  the  defendant,  Isaac  Pence,  and  the  plaintiff, 
by  J.  B.  an<l  (i.  W.  Teas,  his  attorney's,  and  it  was 
agreed  th:it  the  defendant  confess  judgment  iu 
favor  of  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  ^(J.i.ofl  and  cost  of 
suit,  and  that  defendant  have  a  stay  of  execution 
for  the  term  of  three  months  by  giving  security." 
Washington  Countv  was  now  fully  organized, 
and  regularly  from  that  time  to  the   present  courts 

I  have  been  held.  In  the  district  courts  some  im- 
portant cases  have  been  tried,  creating  at  the  time 
nuK'h  interest.     As  a  general  thing  the  .ludgespre- 

I   siding  have  been  popular  with  the  bar  and   people. 
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On  the  organization  of  the  State  and  its  division 
into  judicial  districts,  Wasliington  County  formed 
a  part  of  the  First  Judicial  District,  together  with 
Des  Moines,  Lee,  Henrj'  and  Louisa  Counties.  By 
chapter  57,  Acts  of  the  Second  General  Assembly, 
approved  Jan.  12,  1849,  it  was  detached  and  made 
to  form  a  part  of  the  Fourth  District.  The  State 
was  now  being  rapidly  settled,  new  counties  were 
organized,  and  it  became  necessary  to  make 
ehanges  now  and  then.  When  the  Fourth  District 
was  organized  it  was  composed  of  twelve  counties, 
but  when  it  was  abolished  in  1858,  by  the  entire 
re-organization  of  districts,  under  the  constitution 
of  1857,  it  comprised  onlj'  the  counties  of  Benton, 
Iowa,  Johnson,  Linn,  Tama  and  Washington. 
While  in  the  First  District,  the  Washington  Dis- 
trict Court  was  presided  over  by  Hon.  George  H. 
Williams,  Judge  of  the  district.  When  a  part  of 
the  Fourth  District,  James  P.  Carleton,  William 
Smj'th  and  Isaac  Cook  presided  at  different  times 
in  the  order  given. 

Under  the  constitution  of  1857,  and  the  re-or- 
ganization of  the  districts,  the  count}'  was  made  a 
part  of  the  Sixth  District.  Its  first  Judge  was 
AVilliam  M.  Stone,  elected  Oct.  12,  1858,  who 
served  until  he  went  into  the  army  as  Captain  of 
Co.  B,  3d  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  May  29,  1861.  He  was 
succeeded  by  William  Loughridge,  Ezekiel  S. 
Sani[)son,  II.  S.  AV'inslow,  J.  C.  Cook  and  J.  Kelly 
Johnson,  the  latter  first  being  elected  Nov.  7,  1882. 
Up  to  January,  1887,  for  the  district  there  was  one 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  elected  at  the  same  time  and 
for  the  same  term  with  the  judge.  George  D. 
Woodin,  of  Keokuk  County,  was  the  first  District 
Attorney.     He  was  succeeded  by  H.    S.   Winslow, 
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Moses  A.  McCoid,  S.  G.  Smith,  George  W.  Laf- 
ferty,  Edward  W.  Stone  and  John  A.  Donnell. 
Mr.  Stone  was  the  only  representative  from  Wash- 
ington County.  He  served  with  credit  to  himself 
and  constituents. 

In  1868  an  act  was  passed  creating  circuit  courts 
throughout  the  State,  each  judicial  district  to  com- 
pose two  circuits,  with  a  Circuit  Judge  for  each  cir- 
cuit.    This  court  continued  until  Jan.  1,  1887. 

An  act  was  passed  and  approved  April  10,  1886, 
abolishing  circuit  courts  and  re-organizing  the  judi- 
cial districts,  three  judges  to  be  elected  in  each  dis- 
trict. Washington  County  was  made  a  part  of  the 
Sixth  District.  At  the  general  election  in  Novem- 
ber, 1886,  J.  Kelly  Johnson,  of  Mahaska,  David 
Ryan,  of  Jasper,  and  W.  R.  Lewis,  of  Poweshiek, 
were  elected  District  Judges,  and  are  now   serving. 

Washington  County,  since  its  organization,  has 
been  well  represented  at  the  bar,  its  attorneys  tak- 
ing rank  with  those  of  any  other  county  in  the 
State.  It  has  furnished  one  Attorney  General  for 
the  State,  one  who  was  well  qualified  for  the  posi- 
tion, and  who  honored  it  as  much  as  any  other 
man  who  ever  filled  the  office,  Hon.  John  F. 
McJunkin. 

The  present  bar  is  no  discredit  to  the  past,  and 
is  composed  of  some  excellent  men,  who,  in  their 
profession,  rank  high.  They  are  A.  II.  Patterson 
&  Sons,  Hiram  and  William  Scofteld,  A.  R.  Dewey, 
H.  M.  Eicher,  Edward  W.  Stone,  George  G.  Rod- 
man, John  J.  Kellogg,  C.  J.  Wilson,  J.  F.  Hender- 
son, Joseph  Glasgow,  A.  S.  Folger,  Albert  Phelps, 
Jackson  Roberts,  C.  V.  Manatt,  G.  W.  Howe, 
Washington;  T.  H.  Maxwell,  Crawfordsville ;  Ed 
Deeds,  R.  S.  Mills,  A.  H.  Waterhouse,  Brighton. 
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I.AVERY  as  a  public  question 
from  the  time  the  Government 
was  established  up  to  1800, 
entered  into  almost  every  po- 
litical contest.  The  States  of 
the  Union  in  wliich  slaver^' 
existed  continually  feared  that 
ir  rights  would  be  encroached 
)n,  and  to  allay  such  fears  and 
intain  peace,  various  compromise 
■asures  were  passed.  These  only 
,'ed  for  a  little  while,  and  were 
,'er  entiiely  satisfactory  to  either 
rtj-  interested.  That  known  as 
"Missouri  Compromise"  seemed 
come  nearer  a  solution  of  the 
diflieulty  than  any  other,  and  was 
the  most  satisfactor}'  to  the  Northern  .States,  and 
seemed  for  a  time  also  to  satisfy  the  South,  li^- 
the  terms  of  that  c<)m|)romise  slaver3'  was  confined 
south  of  an  imaginary  line  known  as  Mason  &  Dix- 
on's Line.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  Nortii,  and 
the  formati(jn  of  new  States  without  slaver^', 
alarmed  the  Southern  people,  who  feared  the  loss 
of  power.  Then  came  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  tlie  adoption  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
Bill,  and  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  the  Territories.  The  Hepuhlican  party,  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any    fii'ther  exten- 


sion of  slavery,  was  regarded  as  a  menace  by  the 
South,  and  threats  of  secession  were  made  in  the 
event  of  tiiat  partj-  coming  into  power.  In  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  18()(),  the  Republicans, 
witli  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  leader,  presented  a 
solid  front,  while  the  Democrac}'  was  divided,  pre- 
senting Stephen  A.  Douglas  as  a  candidate  for  the 
I'residency,  representing  the  Northern  wing  of  the 
part}',  and  John  C.  Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky, 
representing  the  Southern  wing.  John  Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  was  also  a  candidate,  receiving  his  nom- 
ination from  the  Union  i)arty,  composed  principally 
of  those  formerly  affiliating  with  the  American,  or 
Know-Nothing  i)arty.  The  election  of  Lincoln 
was  almost  a  foregone  conclusion.  While  it  was 
known  that  there  were  many  hot-headed  men  in 
the  SiHitli  willing  to  plunge  the  country  into  civil 
war,  few  persons  realized  the  danger,  or  for  a  mo- 
ment believed  that  the  threats  of  the  Southern  peo- 
ple would  be  carried  into  execution.  Little  was 
known  of  the  i)reparations  being  made  in  the  South 
for  the  event  sure  to  follow  the  election  of  Lincoln. 
A\'hen  the  result  of  the  general  election  was  known, 
and  months  before  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln  as 
President,  South  Carolina  and  other  States  passed 
ordinances  of  secession,  and  preparations  were  made 
to  resist  any  force  that  would  be  -set  against  them, 
as  well  as  to  obtain  possession  of  any  property  be- 
longing  to    the  (ieneral    Government    within    the 
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limits  of  tlieir  States.  At  Charleston,  8.  C,  two 
forts  were  in  possession  of  the  United  States  author- 
ities— Fls.  JMoultrie  and  Sumter.  The  former  was 
abandoned,  the  troops  being  moved  to  the  lat- 
ter. Early  in  April,  liSGl,  the  authorities  of  South 
Carolina  demanded  their  surrender,  and  being  re- 
fused, erected  fortifleations  upon  the  main  land  for 
the  purpose  of  bombardment.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  prevent  them,  and  when  completed  another 
demand  was  made,  with  threats  of  opening  fire  upon 
the  fort  in  case  of  refusal.  In  Ft.  Sumter  was 
Maj.  Anderson  and  a  gallant  band  of  loyal  men, 
with  provisions  to  last  but  a  short  time.  To  the 
demand  to  surrender  a  refusal  was  sent,  and  on  the 
morning  of  April  12,  1861,  the  rebels  commenced 
the  attack  by  opening  Are  upon  the  fort.  The  fire 
was  returned  by  the  brave  commander  of  the  fort. 
but  on  the  14th  he  was  compelled  to  lower  his  flag 
and  yield  to  the  rebels. 

The  first  gun  fired  upon  Ft.  Sumter  reverber- 
ated throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land,  and  was  more  a  call  to  arms  than  the 
proclamation  of  President  Lincoln  for  75,000  men 
which  immediately  followed.  There  was  no  lack 
of  response  to  this  call  among  the  Noilhern  States, 
and  no  State  more  enthusiastically  and  patriotically 
responded  than  the  State  of  Iowa.  Men  and  money 
were  offered  without  reserve.  Volunteers  came 
from  all  vocations  in  life,  and  offered  up  their 
lives  ou  the  altar  of  their  country.  Patriotism  was 
dominant  in  every  heart.  Party  lines  were  ignored, 
and  political  C(jnflicts  were  forgotten,  and  all 
formed  themselves  together  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Union.  The  proclamation  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  issued  on  the  loth  day  of  April,  1861, 
and  two  days  afterward  Gov.  Kirkwood  issued  his 
proclamation  calling  for  the  men  of  Iowa  to  offer 
their  services  to  the  Union.  The  same  day  that 
the  Governor  issued  his  proclamation,  hand  bills 
were  circulated  throughout  Washington  County, 
calling  for  a  meeting!  at  the  court  house  in  Wash- 
ington, to  consider  the  great  question,  and  to  say 
what  Washington  County  would  do.  The  meeting 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  when  John 
W.  Quinn  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  T.  E.  Cowles 
was  made  Secretary-.  The  object  of  the  meeting 
was  stated  by  Capt.  H.  R.  Cowles,  of  the  Washing- 

-<• 


ton  Light  Guards,  who  i)ledged  twenty-five  men 
of  tliat  company  as  a  nucleus  for  a  company  of 
eighty-four  men  and  officers.  Spec^ches  were  made 
bj'  various  persons,  and  volunteers  were  called  for. 
To  the  call  quite  a  number  responded.  A  sub- 
scription paper  was  presented  to  the  meeting,  and 
before  its  adjournment  §800  was  secured  for  the 
families  of  the  volunteers.  The  company  was  soon 
raised  to  the  number  required,  was  accepted  by 
the  Governor,  and  became  Co.  H.,  of  the  2d  Iowa 
Vol.  Inf.  H.  R.  Cowles  w.as  chosen  Captain,  A.  L. 
Thompson,  First  Lieutenant,  and  N.  P.  Chipman 
Second  Lieutenant.  Early  in  May  Capt.  Cowles 
received  orders  from  the  Governor  to  report  with 
his  company  at  Keokuk  on  Saturday,  May  25.  The 
company  was  ordered  to  be  ready  for  departure  on 
Thursday,  May  23,  at  1  P.  M.  Preparations  were 
quickly  made  for  giving  the  company  a  dinner  be- 
fore their  departure  for  the  seat  of  war.  The  table 
was  set  in  the  court  house  yard,  the  dinner  being 
partaken  of  by  the  soldiers  and  their  friends.  Be- 
fore Capt.  Cowles'  company  had  departed,  another 
company  had  been  formed,  known  as  the  Kirkwood 
Guards,  with  Benjamin  Crabb  as  Captain,  W.  P. 
Crawford,  First  Lieutenant,  .and  G.  G.  Bennett,  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  On  account  of  the  quota  of  Iowa 
being  full,  the  offer  of  the  Kirkwood  Guards  was 
not  accepted  when  first  made,  and  it  was  rumored 
that  the  company  would  disband,  but  at  a  meeting 
held  May  22,  the  company  passed  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved,  that  the  Kirkwood  guards  will  never 
disband  until  there  is  no  longer  any  hope  for 
active  service,  and  that  we  anxiously  await  march- 
ing orders,  ever  ready  and  willing  to  bear  arms 
wherever  the  flag  of  our  country  may  lead,  until 
peace  is  again  restored." 

In  July,  1861,  Capt.  Crabb  received  orders  to 
report  his  company  at  Burlington  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  company  reported,  and  became  Company 
H  of  the  7th  Iowa  Infantry.  The  Washington 
Rifles  was  the  next  company  to  leave  for  the  seat 
of  war,  with  the  following-named  otHcers:  W.  B. 
Bell,  Captain;  S.  E.  Rankin,  First  Lieutenant;  A.  A. 
Rodman,  Second  Lieutenant. 

To  the  first  call  of  President  Lincoln,  response 
was  quickly  made,  but  75,000  men  were  not  enough; 
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soon  the  call  was  Issued  for  300,000  more.  Call 
succeeded  call  in  rapid  succession,  until  it  seemed 
that  there  would  not  be  men  enough  in  all  the 
country  to  fill  the  quotas  that  were  assigned  to 
each  State.  But  to  ever^^  call  men  came  forward, 
saying  to  the  (lovernment,  "Here,  take  me." 
Many  of  them  were  taken,  some  of  whom  were 
never  given  back,  their  bones  being  left  to  bleach 
on  .Southern  battle-fields,  or  hastily  interred  within 
a  grave  without  mark  to  tell  who  was  buried  there. 
While  the  brave  boys  were  in  the  field,  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  the  countj'  vied  with  one  another  iu 
caring  for  the  wives  and  families  of  those  who  had 
gone  to  the  front.  Patriotic  women  formed  socie- 
ties, and  by  the  contribution  of  sanitary  supplies 
did  much  for  the  loved  ones  fighting  in  defense  of 
their  common  country.  The  record  of  these  noble 
women  is  a  grand  one,  and  their  services  were  duly 
appreciated  by  all. 

Washington  County  was  represented  in  whole  or 
in  part  in  almost  every  regiment  from  the  State. 
Its  record  iu  the  war  is  a  glorious  one.  Some  who 
went  were  brought  back  in  coffins,  others  were 
buried  upon  the  battle-field,  others  returned  home 
minus  an  arm  or  leg,  while  still  others  came  back 
without  wounds  upon  their  body,  yet  suffering  from 


disease  contracted  in  the  service;  some  returned 
as  strong  in  Ijod^'  as  when  the^'  went  out.  but  all 
who  came  back  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  the 
hardships  endured,  and  one  and  all,  whether  Chris- 
tian or  infidel,  in  their  hearts  pr.\v  that  the  country 
maj'  never  again  be  cursed  with  a  fratricidal  strife. 
More  than  a  score  of  j'ears  have  passed  since  the 
war  terminated,  but  it  is  not  forgotten,  though  the 
weeds  of  mourning  m.iy  have  disappeared.  In  too 
many  homes  there  still  stands  a  vacant  chair;  too 
many  hearts  mourn  the  loss  of  father,  husband  and 
brother,  for  the  memories  of  that  unhappy  conflict 
to  f.ade  away.  Our  cemeteries  are  too  full  of  the 
dead  who  lost  their  lives  upon  the  battle-field,  or 
died  from  the  effects  of  wounds  or  imprisonment, 
for  the  heart  to  forget  its  sorrow  or  the  memory  to 
become  oblivious.  No,  the  war  is  not  forgotten, 
neither  are  the  brave  men  who  sleep  in  soldiers' 
graves.  Once  each  j'ear  the  survivors,  with  their 
friends  and  their  cliildren.  meet  and  strew  beau- 
tiful flowers  upon  their  graves,  while  lessons  of 
patriotism  are  repeated  o'er  and  o'er.  Never  will 
these  brave  men  be  forgotten.  Their  noble  deeds 
and  their  sacrifices  will  be  remembered  in  years  to 
come,  and  then,  as  now,  will  come  the  thought, 
"How  beautiful  it  is  to  die  for  one's  countrj-." 
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T  the  present  time  Washing- 
ton (joiinty  is  well  provided 
''with  good,  substantial  public 
buildings,  but  this  has  not 
always  been  the  case.  The 
first  court-house,  as  already 
p  .,  i''!',^4=:  stated,  was  erected  by  Joseph 
Neil.  The  following  specifica- 
tion of  that  building  was  attached 
to  the  contract  which  was  en- 
tered into  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners and  Ml-.  Neil:  "The 
court-house  to  be  situated  on  lot 
4,  block  8,  in  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington, and  placed  on  six  good, 
substantial  rock  pillars,  18x28  feet 
in  size,  two  stories  high;  lower  story  to  be 
nine  feet  liigh  in  the  clear,  and  the  upper  to  be 
seven  feet  in  the  clear.  Roof  with  joint  shingles, 
made  with  oak  or  walnut  timber ;  weatherboarded 
with  black  walnut  lumber;  floors  to  be  made  of 
black  oak  or  walnut  planks;  one  panel  door  below, 
and  two  batten  doors  above;  one  twenty-four 
light  window;  in  the  upper  story  a  partition  for 
the  subdivision  of  the  room  into  county  offices; 
the  whole  building  above  and  below  to  be  well 
plastered ;  the  frame  of  the  house  to  be  made  of 
good  and  substantial  timber,  and  all  of  the  material 
to  be  of  approved  quality,  and  all  to  be  completed 
by  October,  1840."  This  building  stood  upon  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  square,  and  was  used,  not 
only  for  county  offices  and  court  purposes,  but  for 
school,  religious  services  and  a  place  of  amusement. 


This  building  continued  to  be  used  until  1847, 
when  another  and  better  structure  was  erected  in 
the  center  of  the  public  square.  This  building  was 
commenced  in  1845,  but  not  completed  until  1847. 
It  was  considered  a  very  imposing  structure,  and 
compared  favorably  with  the  best  court-houses  in 
the  State.  It  w.as  continued  to  be  used  until  1809, 
when  it  was  pronounced  unsafe  and  torn  down. 

The  present  magnificent  structure  which  stands 
one  block  west  of  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
square,  was  commenced  in  1885,  and  coniiileted  in 
1887,  just  forty  years  after  the  completion  of  the 
second  building.  It  is  a  handsome  brick  structure 
trimmed  with  stone,  presenting  a  very  fine  appear- 
ance. Its  extreme  length  is  98  feet,  and  extreme 
width  80  feet.  The  basement,  which  is  1 1  feet  2 
inches  high,  is  built  of  stone  from  .S.igetown,  111. 
But  one  office  is  here  found,  that  of  the  Sheriff, 
which  is  the  first  room  to  the  right  from  the  south 
side  entrance.  Entering  the  main  story,  or  first 
floor  from  the  south  side  entrance,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing offices:  Clerk's  room,  21  feet  6  inches  by  32 
feet;  Auditor's,  25  feet  6  inches  by  28  feet;  Treas- 
urer's, 22  by  32  feet;  Recorder's,  24  by  28  feet; 
Supervisor's,  12  feet  6  inches  bj''  20  feet.  Con- 
nected with  each  office  is  a  fire-proof  vault.  En- 
trance is  had  between  the  various  offices  without 
going  back  into  the  hall.  The  Supervisor's  room  is 
between  those  of  the  Clerk  and  Auditor.  From 
the  floor  to  the  ceiling  it  is  15  feet  4  inches  on  this 
floor.  On  the  second  floor  is  found  the  court-room, 
39  feet  5  inches  by  50  feet,  exclusive  of  the  alcove, 
which  is  6  feet  11  inches  by  27  feet  4  inches.     The 
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court-ruoin  lias  :i  height  of  23  feet.  All  other 
rooms  on  this  lloorare  IG  feet  4  inches  hi yli.  Haek 
of  the  Judges'  stand  is  the  .luilge's  ollice,  il  by  15 
feet  8  inches;  library  room.  13  feet  6  inches  by  13 
feet  IS  inches;  attorney's  room,  13  feet  1 1  inches  by 
li)  feet  H  inches.  To  the  left  of  these  are  a  toilet 
room,  7  liy  11  feet;  bailiff's  room.  10  feet  11  inches 
by  II  feet  2;  the  jury  rooms,  one  IG  feet  8  inches 
by  20  feet;  the  other  21  feet  G  inches  by  21  feet  8 
inches.  Tlie  office  of  the  County  .Superintendent, 
17  feet  10  inches  square,  is  situated  on  this  rto<jr  in 
the  southwest  corner.  In  the  attic  is  a  large  vvater- 
Umk  for  suppl^'ing  the  various  rooms,  and  one 
finished  room  in  which  is  a  drop  ladder  for  securing 
access  to  the  root  of  the  building. 

There  are  two  main  entrances  to  the  lirst  (loor  of 
the  building,  one  on  the  south  side,  over  the  door 
of  which  is  a  ligure  of  Justice,  and  on  the  west  side, 
over  the  door  of  which  is  the  figure  of  the  Goddess 
of  Liberty.     Both  are  life  size. 

As  stated,  the  building  presents  a  very  handsome 
appearance,  and  is  well  finished  inside  and  out.  On 
the  southwest  corner  is  a  tower,  on  which  is  a  dial 
8  feet  in  diameter.  From  the  basement  to  the  top 
of  the  spire  on  the  tower  it  is  131  feet.  Tiic  pressed 
brick  in  the  building  is  from  La  Salle,  111.;  the 
inside  brick  is  from  the  factory  of  V.  K.  .Swift, 
Washington,  while  the  stone  trimmings  are  from 
Cleveland  and  Berea,  Ohio.  The  entire  cost  of  the 
building,  including  furniture,  is  $75,000.  It  is 
heated  by  steam.  John  S.  Norwood  is  the  first 
janitor  emploj'ed  for  the  building.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  good  address,  and  will  take  pleasure  in 
showing  his  charge  to  all  visitors. 

Washington  County  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
its  new  court-house,  and  can  congratulate  i.tself 
that  it  lias  been  built  at  a  reasonable  ligure,  and 
without  the  usual  charge  of  corruption  made  against 
the  boarcl  who  superintended  it,  and  the  builders. 

The  first  jail  wiis  erected  in  1842.  It  was  a  two- 
story  log  building,  IG  bj'  18  feet,  the  lower  story 
being  built  double,  and  the  space  between  the  two 
walls  pounded  full  of  broken  stone.  The  lower 
stor3'  was  to  be  "lined  on  the  sides,  ends  and  bot- 
tom with  two-inch  solid  white,  bl.ack  or  burr  oak 
l)lank  spiked  on  with  double  ten-penny  nails,  four 
to  the  square  foot  in  the  floor,  and  the  intermediate 


spaces  on  the  tloor  t(»  be  filled  with  six-penny  nails, 
one  to  the  sijuare  inch.  The  sides  un<l  ends  to  be 
spiked  on  with  double  ten-penny  nails,  with  three 
tiers  of  spikes  to  the  sides,  running  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom,  viz:  the  <;nds  and  middle  of  the  sides 
and  ends,  said  tiers  to  contain  33  sjiikes  each. 
Said  planks  to  bo  sound  and  well  seasoned,  all 
work  to  1)0  done  in  a  gootl  and  workmanlike  man- 
ner." The  lower  story  containoil  noithcr  doors 
nor  windows.  On  the  outside  was  a  stairw.a}'  to 
the  second  story,  and  in  the  second  fioor  was  a  trap- 
door, which  being  opened,  revealed  an  aperture 
sufficiently  large  to  admit  a  good-sized  man.  The 
prisoner  was  conducted  up  the  stairs  to  the  second 
story,  tiie  trajj-door  opened,  and  he  was  then  let 
down  to  his  place  of  solitary  confinement.  The 
jail  was  completed  in  August.  1842,  and  used  for 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  present  handsome  jail  building  was  erected 
in  1885.  and  occupied  by  the  Sheriff  Jan.  1,  1886. 
It  is  a  fine  two-stor}'  brick,  with  Sheriff's  residence 
in  front,  and  the  jail  proper  in  the  rear.  It  is  au 
honor  to  the  county. 

For  man}'  years  the  poor  of  Washington  County 
were  provided  for  through  the  officers  of  each  town- 
ship, but  as  the  county  increased  in  population,  the 
expense  of  their  care  seemed  to  be  growing  larger 
in  proportion,  and  some  other  plan  it  was  thought, 
must  be  adopted  in  order  to  save  the  county 
much  of  the  expense  to  which  it  had  been  put  by 
the  care  of  the  poor.  In  1870,  an  order  was  made 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  authorizing  a  vote  to 
be  taken  at  the  October  election  on  the  proposition 
of  purchasing  grounds  and  erecting  buildings  for 
the  care  of  the  poor  of  the  county.  The  proposi- 
tion was  defeated  at  the  polls  by  a  vote  of  1,150 
against,  to  1,087  for  the  proposition.  No  further  ac- 
tion was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  (^n  this 
question  until  the  summer  of  1873,  when  an  elec- 
tion was  again  ordered  to  be  held,  at  which  the 
question  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 
county  for  the  purchase  of  a  poor  house  and  farm. 
At  this  election,  the  measure  was  carried  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  being  2,278  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  poor  house  and  farm,  and  32!l  against.  A 
farm  of  100  acres  lying  on  section  12.  township  76 
north,  of  range  8  west,  was  purchased,  and  by  July, 
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1874,  a  building  was  read^y  fur  tlie  reception  of  iii- 
luates.  Alexander  Robertson  was  employed  as 
steward,  and  acted  as  such  for  several  years.  On 
Sunday,  Dec.  8,  1878,  the  building  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  at  which  time  five  female  inmates  lost  their 
lives.  The  following  account  of  the  fire  is  taken 
from  the  Washington  County  Press: 

"The  County  Poor  House  and  Infirmary,  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  city,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Sunday,  P.  M.,  Dec.  8,  1878.  Between  12 
M.  and  1  P.  M.,  J.  B.  Anderson  rode  b}'  from 
church  in  town  to  his  home,  and  saw  nothing 
wrong.  lie  had  not  gone  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
when  he  heard  a  shout  of  fire  from  J.  G.  Vincent, 
which  called  him  back.  The  fire  was  discovered 
about  1  P.  M.,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  the  eil- 
tire  wooden  structure  was  consumed. 

"The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  may  vary 
from  the  following  account,  but  we  give  the  clear- 
est information  available.  About  noon,  Snpt.  Al- 
exander Robertson  was  called  upstairs  into  the  long, 
two-story  building,  to  quell  a  disturbance  raised  by 
the  insane  Mrs.  R.  P.  Disney,  who  had  been  threat- 
ening all  day,  as  previously,  to  burn  the  building. 
She  was  confined  in  an  iron  cage  or  cell,  and 
wanted  a  broom  used  by  Mrs.  Robinson,  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  an  inmate  who  did  some  light  work. 
The  latter  gave  her  the  broom  to  sweep  under  the 
bed.  She  put  it  in  under  the  bars  above  the  Hoor, 
and  Feaching  it  out  at  full  arms  length,  stuck  it 
into  the  open  door  of  the  stove  in  the  center  hall. 
AVhen  Mr.  Robertson  arrived,  the  lighted  broom 
was  put  out,  and  not  in  the  maniac's  possession. 
He  went  down,  and  was  soon  called  to  dinner.  He 
had  just  begun  eating,  when  a  cry  of  smoke  in  the 
upper  hall  called  him  to  the  spot,  followed  by  his 
son  John.  Alexander  was  half  suffocated  by  a 
dense  volume  of  smoke  which  enveloped  him  upon 
opening  the  hall  door  leading  upstairs.  He  fell 
stupified  on  the  upper  lauding,  and  John  pulled 
him  away  by  main  force  and  shoved  him  down  be- 
fore him.  He  then  ran  around  to  another  stair- 
way, and  reached  the  center  of  the  house  upstairs, 
and  saw  Mrs.  Disney  standing  by  the  door  of  her 
cell  with  her  hands  on  the  bars.  He  had  no  keys 
to  unlock  the  cells  in  which  the  four  women,  all  in- 
sane except  one,  were  confined.  Had  he  known 
that  Jliss  llagan's  door  was  unlocked  (she  was 
afliicted  with  fits)  he  might,  perhaps,  have  rescued 
her,  though  that  may  be  doubtful,  for  in  the  half 
moment  he  staid,  just  long  enough  to  see  that 
there  was  no  fire  in  Mrs.  Disney's  cell,  an  imnjense 
cloud  of  smoke,  apparently  issuing  from  the  garret, 
around  the  center  flue,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
house,  assailed  him,  and  he  had  to  beat  a  retreat  to 


the  north  end,  where  he  found  several  inmates,  and 
drove  them  downstairs.  Among  these  was  Susan 
Hardy,  an  idiot,  who  must  have  run  back  to  a 
room  below,  after  being  pulled  *iut  twice.  She  is 
missing,  and  was,  no  doubt,  cremated.  It  was  im- 
possible to  rescue  the  four  upstairs.  Alexander 
Robertson  all  but  lost  his  life  in  trying  to  do  it, 
and  would  have  perished  if  John  had  not  dragged 
him  away.  These  two  were  the  only  men  available 
for  the  first  half  houi' — that  critical  half  hour. 
Then  came  J.  G.  Vincent,  J.  B.  Anderson  and  Ed 
Donavan,  but  rescue  was  then  impossible.  They 
had  to  corral  the  crazy,  imbecile  folks  as  best  they 
could,  in  the  small,  detached  mad  house,  just  east 
of  the  burning  building,  and  pitch  in  to  rescue  per- 
sonal pro))erty.  The  matron,  Mrs.  Roliertson,  was 
down  sick  with  the  pleurisy.  Word  was  sent  to 
town  by  S.  R.  Alexander,  but  reinforcements  of 
hundreds  of  people  pouring  out  on  foot,  in  vehi- 
cles and  on  horseback,  in  the  teeth  of  a  driving 
nor'easter  snow,  did  not  arrive  for  an  hour,  and 
by  that  time  it  was  too  late." 

Twenty-three  persons  were  confined  in  the  Ijurn- 
ing  building,  of  whom  five  perished.  The  build- 
ing was  insu'red  for  $4,200,  and  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  about  $7,000.  A  coroner's  jury  was  sum- 
moned, who  spent  more  than  two  days  in  investi- 
gating the  cause  of  the  fire.  The  following  is  the 
verdict  rendered : 

"  The  said  jurors  on  their  oaths  say  that  the  said 
Susan  Hardy,  Mrs.  R.  P.  Disney,  Henrietta  Hagan, 
Anna  Haberlick  and  Mary  Krofta,  each  came  to 
her  death  by  burning  or  suffocation.  That  the 
said  burning  or  suffocation  was  caused  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  to  wit:  That  on  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber. 1878,  the  said  Heurietta  Hagan  occupied  the 
northeast  cell,  Mrs.  R.  P.  Disney  the  nortliwest 
cell,  Anua  Haberlick  the  southwest  cell,  and  Mary 
Krofta  the  southeast  cell,  all  in  the  center  grand 
division  of  the  second  story  of  the  main  building 
of  the  County  Poor  House  of  Washington  County, 
Iowa.  That  of  these,  Mrs.  Disnej',  Anna  Haber- 
lick and  Mary  Krofta  were  insane,  and  so  far  un- 
manageable as  to  necessitate  their  being  locked  up 
in  said  cells;  that  Henrietta  Hagan  was  helpless, 
and  could  not  remove  herself  from  her  cell  with- 
out aid;  that  about  the  hour  of  1:15  o'clock  on 
said  date,  the  said  poor  house  building  took  fire 
and  burned  down;  that  the  said  fire  originated 
between  the  ceiling  on  the  collar  beams  and  the 
rafters,  and  near  the  center  flue  on  the  west  side; 
that  the  fire  was  caused  b}'  a  defective  flue,  but 
what  kind  of  a  defect,  or  what  caused  the  defect, 
is  unknown  to  the  jury;  that  when  the  fire  was  dis- 
covered, it  was  impossible  for  the  employes  to  re- 
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lease  the  aforesaid  inmates  on  account  of  the  smoke 
and  heat;  that  tlie  said  Iloiiiietta  Ilajinii.  Mrs.  R. 
P.  Disney,  Mary  Ivrofta  and  Anna  llalK'rlick,  tluMi 
and  there,  in  tiieir  cells,  were  suffocated  and  liiirncd 
to  death;  tiiat  tlie  said  Susan  Hardy,  a  demented 
inmate,  was  several  times  led  from  the  house,  but 
returned  to  the  northeast  room  of  the  lirst  story, 
and  was  there  suffocated  and  l)urned  to  death; 
that  her  return  was  without  the  kn()wled£::e  of  any 
of  the  persons  in  charge,  and  that  they  were  not  in 
any  way  at  fault  in  the  matter;  that  the  liodies 
were  idenlitied  1)V  lieing  found  beneatii  their  re- 
spective cells.  AVe  further  find  that  the  Superin- 
tendent and  Matron  were  at  all  times  carefid  and 
com|)etent  in  tlie  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  did 
all  in  their  power,  the  day  of  the  fire,  to  save  the 
inmates.  We  find  nothing  to  warrant  the  particu- 
lar censure  of  the  manageis,  contractors  or  mechan- 
ics, hut  atlriliutc  the  calamity  to  a  mistake  of 
building  a  cheap  and  insullicicut  structure  for  such 
important  use.  We  further  lind  that  the  lioard  of 
Supervisors  used  good  judgment  in  expending  the 
limited  amount  of  monej-  voted  for  the  ereeti(jn  of 
said  Poor  House.  "  Wii.i.i.\m  Johnson, 

"  ,1.  M.  Dknny, 
"  B.  M.  McCoy, 

"  Jurors." 

"Attest:   Wii.i.ia:m  A\ii.son.  .Ii;.,  Coroner." 

As  soon  as  possible  a  suitable  building  was  pro- 
cured in  the  eastern  part  of  Washington,  where  the 
steward  and  his  family  and  such  of  the  inmates  of 
the  infirmary  .as  could  be  cared  for,  were  removed. 
Some  of  the  more  unmanageable  were  placed  tem- 
porarily in  the  jail  until  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  their  reception  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  or  else- 
where. At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
held  in  January,  1879,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
question   be  submitted   to  the    people  for  the  re- 


building of  the  county  poor-house  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  if;  15,000.  The  election  w.as  held  .March  4, 
of  that  year,  and  resultecl  in  the  adoption  of  the 
proposition  bj'  a  vote  of  1,246  for,  to  421  against. 
It  being  thought  b}'  the  board  that  the  proposition 
would  surel}'  carry,  even  before  the  vote  was 
taken,  an  architect  was  eniplo3'ed  to  make  plans  for 
the  new  building.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  the 
election  w.as  known,  the  contract  was  let,  and  a 
new  building  completed  at  a  cost  of  $22,000.  The 
building  is  a  two-story  brick,  with  basement  under 
the  entire  house.  It  has  a  frontage  of  120  feet  and 
a  depth  of  90  feet.  The  entire  building  is  heated 
by  steam,  while  in  every  room  and  in  the  hall 
there  are  flues  to  serve  in  case  the  steam  should 
give  out.  There  are  fourteen  cells  for  the  insane, 
fourteen  bedrooms,  one  double  parlor  and  one  bed- 
room and  two  extra  rooms  for  the  steward  and 
family,  together  with  an  office,  kitchen,  dining- 
room  and  chapel.  After  serving  nine  3'ears  as 
steward  of  the  farm  and  poor-house,  Alexander 
Robertson  was  succeeded  by  Charles  Sterling,  in 
.January,  1883.  He  served  about  t\vo  3'e.ars,  and 
w.as  succeeded  by  A.  D.  Duke,  who  served  till 
February,  1887,  when  Joe  N.  Kilgore  was  ap- 
pointed, and  is  yet  serving  in  that  capacity.  In 
the  summer  of  1887  a  barn  w.as  erected  on  the 
present  jireinises,  40x42  feet,  with  20-foot  posts. 
Nearly  the  entire  farm  of  108  acres  is  under  culti- 
vation, the  al)le-bodicd  iinnates  being  required  to 
assist  in  the  work.  Mr.  Kilgore,  the  present  stew- 
ard, is  an  accommodating  man,  kind,  lirm  in  gov- 
ernment, and  has  the  confidence  not  only  of  those 
under  his  care,  but  of  the  people  of  the  county. 
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^  AILROAD  facilities  have  been 
secured  to  Washington  Coun- 
ty after  passing  through  tlie 
same  experiences  as  most 
other  counties  in  Iowa,  and 
in  fact  in  all  the  Western 
'_^  States.  Railroads  were  pro- 
'^  jected  which  never  had  an 
existence  save  on  paper,  and  money 
was  subscribed  which  passed  into 
the  pockets  of  the  manipulators  of 
the  schemes,  but  went  no  further, 
so  far  as  getting  the  railroad  was 
concerned.  She,  however,  has  paid 
liberally  for  the  procurement  of 
genuine  roads,  and  is  to-da}'  in  the 
enjoyment  of  as  good  railroad  facilities  as  any 
other  countj'  of  its  size  and  population  in  the 
State. 

The  first  projected  road  within  her  borders  was 
the  one  nicknamed  the  "Ram's  Horn,"  in  which, 
however,  she  took  no  stock,  and  which  never  had 
other  existence  than  in  the  fertile  brain  of  its 
"promoters,"  although  some  other  counties  of  the 
State  raised  money  to  aid  the  project.  Next  came 
the  Iowa  Western,  which  was  a  similar  project  and 
met  a  like  fate,  notwithstanding  the  large  amount 
of  eloquence  wasted  in  setting  forth  the  beauties 
and  benefits  of  the  line.  One  good  effect  it  did 
have:  it  called  attention  to  the  route,  which  was 
4*  


subsequently  adopted,  with  slight  changes,  by  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad. 

The  next  project  was  one  which  at  the  time  gave 
rise  to  much  excitement,  and  subsequently  was 
one  of  the  causes  which  involved  the  county  in  an 
expensive  litigation.  The  Philadelphia,  Ft.  Wayne 
&  Platte  Valley  Aii'-Liue  Railroad,  by  which  high- 
sounding  title  it  was  known,  was  projected,  and 
according  to  its  managers  needed  but  a  trifle  of 
money  to  enable  it  to  bring  its  proposed  blessings 
to  the  doors  of  the  people  through  whose  territory 
it  was  to  pass.  The  proposed  route  in  this  State 
was  from  Muscatine,  on  the  Mississippi,  through  to 
Washington,  Keokuk,  Mahaska,  and  the  counties 
west,  to  Council  Bluffs,  on  the  Missouri.  The 
project  was  a  grand  one,  but  the  enterprise  was  not 
pushed,  and  more  vigorous  corporations  crowded 
it  out  of  existence,  but  not  before  it  had  acquired 
considerable  of  the  people's  money.  About  the 
same  time  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad 
Company  came  into  existence,  and  an  active  com- 
petition took  place  between  the  two  for  the  pecuni- 
ary favors  of  the  people.  The  latter  companj'  was 
successful,  and  was  the  first  road  to  reach  Washing- 
ton with  the  iron  horse. 

The  history  of  the  railroad  loans,  which  led  to 
the  litigation  alread3'  referred  to,  is  briefly  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  accordance  with  a  proclamation  of  the  County 
Judge,  Enoch  Ross,  in  response   to  a   resolution 
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passed  by  a  meeting  uf  citizens,  au  election  was 
held  on  Nov.  21,  liS.i3,  to  snbniit  a  iirojjosition  for 
a  subscription  hj'  the  county  of  >;10l),()00  of  the 
stock  of  the  Philaddithia,  Ft.  Wayne  it  Platte  ^'al- 
ley  Air-Line  Railroad,  fur  which  the  countj-  was  to 
issue  its  bonds,  iiayabio  in  twenty  years,  with  six 
per  cent  interest,  witii  a  t;ix  t<j  be  levied  to  pay  the 
interest,  wiiicli  was  in  the  later  j'ears  to  be  increased, 
SO  as  to  form  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  the  principal. 
Although  considerable  opposition  was  manifested, 
especially  in  the  t(iwnshi|)S  most  rcnioLe  from  the 
proposed  line,  the  vote  to  bond  resulted  in  GOD 
for,  to  405  against. 

A  movement,  doubtless  incited  by  the  Mississippi 
&  Missouri  U.ailroad  Companj-,  was  set  on  foot, 
and  several  hundred  names  secured  to  a  petition 
asking  that  a  vote  be  taken  on  a  proposition  to  re- 
cede from  the  previous  action  and  reduce  the 
amount  to  $50,000,  and  subscribe  a  like  amount  in 
aid  of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Road.  On  June 
30,  1854,  an  election  was  ordered  for  August  7, 
following.  These  bonds  were  to  bear  ten  per  cent 
interest,  and  were  to  be  issued  at  their  face  value 
in  payment  for  stock,  as  the  wo;k  w.as  completed 
in  the  county.  Similar  provisions  were  also  made 
for  their  ultimate  payment.  The  vote  on  this 
proposition  was  090  for  and  400  against,  the  town- 
ships off  the  proposed  line  giving  the  largest  vote 
against  it. 

Again,  on  Aug.  4,  1S5G,  another  proposition 
was  submitted  to  vote,  to  give  to  the  road  that  Jirst 
comjjleted  a  line  from  the  Mississippi  to  Wasiiing- 
ton  an  additional  subscription  of  $50,000;  bonds 
to  bear  eight  per  cent  interest,  and  to  be  issued  onl^' 
when  the  road  should  be  completed  to  a  point  not 
more  than  tin-ee-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  court- 
house, and  rolling-stock  pl.ucd  IhcrcdH;  and  pro- 
vided the  road  be  finished  b}'  the  1st  of  December, 
1857.  This  was  defeated  bj'  a  vote  of  liG  for  and 
1,121  against. 

The  next  scheme  tried  was  to  get  through  a  pro- 
posal to  subscribe  for  $100,000  of  the  stock  of  the 
Mississippi  it  Missouri  Railroad  Company  in  aid  of 
a  line  from  Muscatine  to  Oskaloosa,  via  Washing- 
ton, bonds  to  bear  eight  per  cent  interest,  pay- 
able in  twenty  years,  with  the  usual  provisions  for 
tax  to   meet   both   principal  and  interest.      It  was 


also  stipulated  that  the  road  should  be  completed 
between  the  points  named  bj'  Dec.  1,  1857.  This 
was  voted  on  and  carried  bj'  a  vote  of  1,013  for, 
to  668  against. 

The  tide  having  now  apparent!}'  set  stronglj'  in 
favor  of  count}'  subscriptions,  still  another  proposi- 
tion was  made,  this  time  to  subscribe  for  $100,000 
ttdditidiial  stock  in  the  Mississii)pi  it  .Missouri  Rail- 
road Company;  bonds  to  bear  ten  ])er  cent  inter- 
est, to  run  twenty  years,  with  the  usual  provisions 
for  redemption.  A  new  feature  was  that  the  com- 
l)any  was  to  give  security,  in  the  sum  of  $200,000, 
to  be  approved  by  the  County  Judge,  that  the  road 
should  be  completed  and  in  operation  between 
Muscatine  and  Washington  bj'  Sept.  1,  1858,  and  a 
depot  established  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from 
the  court-house  in  the  latter  jilace.  This  proposi- 
tion was  also  carried,  the  vote  being  1,471  for,  to 
88,'!  against. 

In  Jul}',  1858,  these  bonds  were  demanded  by 
the  agent  of  the  Mississippi  Railroad  Company, 
Henry  Farnum,  and  they  were  issned,  bearing  date 
the  2()th  of  that  month,  in  sum  of  $1,000  each,  in- 
terest and  principal  payable  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  security' required  of  the  railroad  com- 
pan}'  was  also  given.  Its  sulficiency  was  ques- 
tioned by  able  lawyers,  but  it  was  accepted  by  the 
County  Judge,  Hon.  S.  P.Young,  and  it  played  a 
somewhat  important  |iart  in  the  litigation  that  fol- 
lowed. 

The  bonds  voted  in  August,  1854,  of  which  half 
($50,000)  were  due  according  to  the  contrjict,  had 
been  ])reviousl3'  demanded  by  the  President  of  the 
company,  who  was  no  other  than  the  afterward  cel- 
ebrated Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  who  when  acting  Secre- 
tary of  War  issued  the  celebrated  "  shoot  him  on 
the  spot"  order.  The  County  Judge  had  them 
issued,  dated  Aug.  7,1854.  in  sums  of  $500  each, 
also  payable  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Of  the  bonds  voted  to  the  P.,  F.  W.  it  P.  V.  Air- 
Line  Road,  but  $5,000  were  ever  issued,  and  for 
these  no  consideration  was  ever  received. 

The  Mississippi  it  Missouri  Road  was  completed 
at  the  time  specified  and  a  jubilee  was  held  in 
Washington  on  the  occasion.  A  great  dinner  was 
given  on  Sept.  1,  1858,  to  which  over  a  thousand 
persons  were  invited.     !Manj'  toasts  were  given  to    '' ' 
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^vhicli  responses  were  made  by  speakers  from  vari- 
ous places.  The  Washington  P/ess  gave  a  glowing 
account  of  the  affair,  which  it  said  was  hardly  ever 
equaled  in  the  West. 

Early  in  18G0  certain  citizens  of  the  county  se- 
cured an  injunction  restraining  th«  Counlj-  Judge 
from  levying  taxes  to  pay  the  coupons  on  the  bonds 
already  issued.  The  County  Treasurer  was  also 
enjoined  from  making  further  collections  un  their 
account.  Both  the  companies  then  began  suits 
against  the  county,  bringing  their  action  in  the 
United  States  District  Court.  No  decisive  action 
was  taken  either  by  the  companies  or  the  county 
until  1864.  In  June  of  that  year  a  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  .Supervisors,  appointing 
Enoch  Ross,  ex-County  Judge,  John  Ehelnart  and 
H.  M.  Holden,  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi ct  Missouri  Railroad  Company,  and  em- 
powering [them  to  make  any  compromise  they 
thought  best,  and  to  buy  in,  on  the  best  terms  they 
could  make,  all  bonds  and  coupons  issued  by  the 
county,  etc.  No  compromise  was  effected,  and 
litigation  was  begun  in  earnest.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  having  an  ()r<ler  from  the  Federal 
Court  conflicting  with  the  one  issued  liy  the  Couuty 
Judge,  concluded  to  obey  neither,  and  were  arrested 
by  the  Sheriff.  They  were  released  from  custody, 
appeared  before  the  Federal  Court,  and  were  again 
released  on  promise  to  levy  a  tax  and  pay  the 
bonds.  This  they  and  subsequent  boards  did,  and 
the  bonds  were  all  paid,  costing  the  count}',  includ- 
ing the  expenses,  over  6400,000.  The  experience 
was  costly,  but  Washington  had  the  satisfaction  of 
having  at  last  a  well  managed  railroad,  as  while  the 
litigation  was  in  progress  the  road  had  passed  into 
the  possession  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  l)y  whom  it  was  well 
equipped  and  mau.aged.  In  the  transfer  the  origi- 
nal stock  was  rendered  almost  worthless. 

The  extension  of  the  road  to  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
was  agitated  in  1,SG9,  and  a  lively  interest  in  the 
project  was  developed  in  the  county.  Monej'  was 
subsequently  raised,  the  right  of  vvay  granted,  and 


early  in  1870  the  arrangements  were  completed. 
The  work  was  pushed  with  unexampled  vigor,  and 
early  in  the  fall  of  that  3'ear  cars  were  running  as 
far  as  Fairfield,  in  Jefferson  County,  giving  to 
Washington  city  especially  a  valuable  extension  of 
railroad  facilities. 

The  next  enterprise  was  the  building  of  a  branch 
westward  from  Washington  city  to  Sigourney,  in 
Keokuk  County,  which  was  begun  in  1871,  and 
completed  early  in  1872.  This  road  has  since 
been  extended  further,  and  now  has  its  western 
terminus  at  Knoxville,  in  Marion  County.  These 
later  enterprises  were  pushed  with  a  vigor  which 
was  in  refreshing  contrast  to  the  vacillating  and 
undecided  movements  that  had  characterized  the 
earlier  projects. 

In  1873  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Iowa 
Railroad  completed  a  branch  from  JMuscatine  to  the 
new  town  of  Riverside,  which  had  been  commenced 
in  anticipation  of  its  coming.  The  town  of  River- 
side at  once  si)rang  into  prominence,  and  rapidly 
absorbed  the  business  formerly  done  at  Yatton. 
The  new  town  has  ever  since  continued  to  prosper 
and  has  become  a  prominent  trade  center.  This 
road,  then  called  the  JMuscatine  &  Western,  is  now 
a  branch  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  A  North- 
ern, and  is  extended  to  a  point  in  Poweshiek 
County,  near  Grinnell,  where  it  connects  with  the 
Iowa  Central.  To  the  northern  tier  of  townships 
in  this  county  especially  this  road  has  been  of 
great  value. 

The  last  railroad  built  in  this  county  was  the 
Narrow-Oauge  Burlington  &  Northwestern,  now  a 
jinrt  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  <fe  Quincy  system, 
and  running  from  Burlington  to  Oskaloosa,  in  Ma- 
haska County,  with  a  branch  from  Winfleld  to 
Washington. 

These  roads  furnish  the  county  with  good  facili- 
ties, and  although  other  lines  have  been  spoken  of, 
the  county  will  not  suffer  for  some  years  to  come 
if  they  should  not  be  built.  When  population  be- 
comes more  dense  and  additional  lines  are  needed 
it  is  safe  to  predict  they  will  be  built. 
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^.  O  better  evidence  of  the  ma- 
terial wealtli  and  prosperitj^ 
of  a  county  is  shown  than 
by  its  press.  Washington 
County, which  .as  has  been  re- 
%2<t  l>eatedly  stated  in  this  vol- 

~^l:?  ume,  is  one  of  the  best  of 

*"eJ^^     ... 

the    ninety-nine    counties 

of  Iowa,  is  well  favored  in  this  re- 
spect, its  papers  being  numbered 
among  the  best  in  the  State.  As 
usual  in  ever3'  community,  there 
have  been  a  number  of  papers  that 
havje  existed  for  a  time  and  then 
passed  awaj'.  To-day  there  are 
twelve  papers  printed  in  the 
(•(lunty — The  Washington  /'/v.s.s, 
\\nshington  Dfiiwcrnt,  Washing- 
ton Gazette,  Farmer'n  Index,  in  Washington;  the 
Kivcrside  Leader,  Hivcrside;  Brighton  Entrrjiritie, 
Brighton  iVeics.  Ainsworlh  Clipiier,  Floral  Iiistruv- 
tor.  Western  Horticulturist.  Plante)-'s  (?«/fZe  and  the 
Acamedinn. 

The  first  pajjor  started  in  the  county  was  the 
^Washington  Anjus.  its  publication  being  com- 
menced in  18i)4.  Lewis  F.  Walden  was  its  publisher, 
and  J.  F.  Rice  its  editor.  The  motto  of  the  Aryus 
was,  "Devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  country."  And 
while  claiming  to  be  iiidei)cndont  i)olitically,  its 
leanings  were  toward  the  Democratic  faith.  Wash- 
ington County,  at  this  time,  was  biittiiinly  settled. 
and  consequently  there  were   Init  fi'W    patrons    of 


the  Argvs.     After  a  precarious  existence  of  two 
3'ears,  the  Aryus  suspended. 

Tlio  AVasliiiig-ton  Press. 

^N  the  yth  daj-  of  April,  ISoli,  the  first  luiui- 
ber  of  the  Washington  Press  made  its  ap- 
pearance. A.  R.  Wickersham  was  the  editor 
and  publisher.  In  a  salutatory,  the  editor  claimed 
that  he  had  been  connected  with  the  press  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  iiad  some  knowledge  of  the 
cares  and  toils  of  editorial  life.  The  2'ress  was  to 
be  an  independent  political  paper,  not  devoted  to 
the  exclusive  interests  of  anj'  one  party,  but  free 
to  advocate  truth  and  combat  error  wherever  found. 
The  Press  was  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery 
over  the  territory,  was  in  favor  of  the  prohibitory 
law  of  Iowa,  and  proposed  to  do  what  it  could 
.against_thc  licjutir  trallic.  It  was  to  be  emphati- 
cally a  Washington  County  paper.  Fifteen  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  first  number  were  printed  for 
gratuitous  distribution.  The  paper  was  a  seven- 
column  folio,  and  its  t3'pographical  appearance  was 
equal  to  that  of  other  papers  of  that  day.  Mr. 
Wickersham  continued  sole  proprietor  of  the  Presi 
until  Nov.  1 1,  I»o7,  when  A.  S.  Bailey  became  as- 
sociated with  him  in  its  publication.  The  jiartner- 
ship  lasted  until  .June  7,  KSoX,  when  Jlr.  ^^'icker- 
sham  retired,  and  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  H. 
Stanton,  the  firm  being  Baile3'  <fc  Stanton.  The 
last  named  continued  the  publication  of  the  i)aper 
until  .Ian.    'J,    1859,   when   Mv.    Wickersham  again 
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purchased  the  office,  continuing  the  publication  of 
the  paper  and  associating  with  himself  Mr.  Stanton 
in  the  editorial  management.  On  the  brealving 
out  of  the  war,  Mr.  Stanton  went  into  the  service, 
when  A.  S.  Bailey  again  succeeded  as  assistant  edi- 
tor, remaining  to  the  winter  of  18G4,  when  Mr. 
Wickersliara  continued  to  be  editor  and  proprietor 
till  May  9, 1886,  when  he  sold  the  paper  to  H.  A. 
Burrell.  ()n  assini)ing  charge  of  the  Presn,  Mr. 
Burrell  published  the  following  salutatory: 

"In  the  last  number  of  the  Press  'our  mutual 
friend,'  Mr.  Wickorsiiam,  kindl}'  introduced  me  as 
his  successor  to  tlie  numerous  readers  and  patrons 
of  the  Preas,  and  to  the  editorial  fraternity  of  the 
State.  In  thus  being  put  in  tlie  way  of  forming  an 
acquaintance  with  this  large  public,  and  on  assum- 
ing control  of  the  paper,  it  may  be  well  to  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  proposed  conduct  of  tlie  paper, 
its  character  and  aims. 

"We  intentl  to  make  the  Press  essentially  a 
count}'  paper,  a  journal  which  shall  at  once  be  a 
mirror  reflecting  its  interests  and  a  weekly  history 
of  its  affairs.  The  provincial  Press  cannot  vie 
witli  that  of  commercial  centers  in  point  of  fulness 
of  general  news,  or  in  the  discussion  of  main  topics 
going,  but  must  appeal  to  a  home  public  for  that 
appreciation  and  support  which  it  is  sure  to  get  if 
rightlj'  conducted ;  for  people  love  home  better 
than  strange  places  if  not  so  elegant,  and  relish  the 
news  of  the  neighborliood,  tliough  not  very  brave 
or  startling.  And  so  it  falls  out  that  the  county 
paper,  not  less  than  the  wide  flying  daily,  is  a  pub- 
lic necessity. 

"To  the  end  of  making  the  Pi-ess  a  home  paper 
we  shall  be  glad  to  give  place  to  pithy  communica- 
tions of  reliable  local  news  which  our  friends 
throughout  the  county  may  choose  to  send  us.  We 
solicit  such.  At  the  same  time  our  columns  will 
contain  interesting,  valuable  selections,  together 
with  such  summaries  and  winnowings  of  general 
news,  that  the  reader  may  get  from  them  an  intelli- 
gent idea  of  what  the  world  is  at. 

"A  prudent  man  seeing  the  lame  issue  of  the  fair 
promises  of  And}'  Johnson  (whose  lead  and  rule 
have  lieen  the  last  dispensation  of  Mosaic  stamp 
vouchsafed  to  man),  and  considering  that  eminent 
example  is  contagious,  might  be  chary  of  making 


pledges  as  to  the  political  character  of  his  paper. 
Nevertheless,  the  Pj'ess  will  ever  be  frank  in  the 
avowal  of  generous  sentiments  and  the  advocacy  of 
just  measures;  insisting  that  in  the  present  crisis, 
the  duty  of  the  Government  is  nothing  less  than  the 
practical  entertainment  of  equal  rights  to  all  as 
ends,  and  impartial  suffrage  as  means.  As  for  the 
rest,  we  prefer  that  the  paper  should  speak  for  it- 
self. We  hoi)e  and  aim  to  make  it  worth}'  a  place 
in  every  intelligent  family  in  Washington  County." 

Under  the  management  of  Mr.  Burrell  the  Press 
has  been  a  success,  financially  and  otherwise.  The 
following  article  under  the  head  of  "Reached  Our 
Majority,"  will  give  as  good  a  history  of  the  paper 
since  coming  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Burrell  as  is 
possible  to  be  given : 

"With  tliis  number  of  the  Press  we  complete 
twenty-one  years  of  continuous  service  as  its  owner 
and  editor.  We  are  of  journalistic  age,  and  shall, 
therefore,  strike  out  for  ourself  now,  and  do  as 
we've  a  mind  to  do. 

"  'Shake,  Bro.  Burrell,'  we  say  to  ourself,  as  no 
one  else  remembers  to  give  us  that  bidding. 

"We  seem  to  have  been  here,  inflicting  ourselves 
on  this  community  like  a  tight  and  raspy  hickory 
shirt,  about  five  years.  But  our  files  say  twenty- 
one.  Figures  cannot  lie;  editors  may — rarely,  how- 
ever, even  in  a  political  campaign. 

"Yet,  when  we  run  over,  in  memory,  the  long 
list  of  business  changes  in  this  town — the  sell-outs, 
failures,  deaths,  etc. — it  must  be  that  long  we've 
been  the  local  chronicler  of  such  events. 

"Moreover,  when  we  enumerate  the  young  voters 
or  tlie  soon-to-be  voters,  and  the  young  women 
who  were  in  pantalets,  or  even  in  long  (white) 
clothes,  when  we  came,  and  see  these  youths  and 
maidens  taking  the  town  now,  and  getting  ready  to 
push  us  old  fellows  and  dames  off  the  stage,  and 
take  our  roles,  we  give  it  up — it  h.as  been  a  score 
or  more  of  years. 

"And,  again,  when  we  count  over  the  editors  in 
Iowa  that  were  in  harness  when  we  came  here  in 
the  spring  of  1866,  and  note  how  few  are  left  as 
editors — it  must  be  all  of  twenty-one  years.  John 
Mahin  was  and  still  is  at  work  on  the  excellent 
Muscatine  Journal,  but  his  associate  brother  James 
is  gone  to  the  eternal  shadows  long  years  ago.     W. 
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W.  Junkin  was  turning  then  the  fat  furrows  in  the 
Keinibiiean  field  with  his  sturdy  Fairfield  Li'dyn- 
niouldi)()ard.  He's  as  gray  as  a  rat  now.  L.  W. 
Jlyers  ha<I  just  begun  on  the  sprightly  Wapello  lir- 
ini/jlican,  a  few  weeks  before  we  came,  and  he  is 
doing  good  work  yet.  We  believe  those  three  are 
all  of  our  contemporaries  that  are  left  on  the  /Ve.ss 
in  this  section  of  the  State.  For  .Sam  Clark,  if  we 
mistake  not,  had  not  yet  gone  on  the  Gate  City 
staff  and  made  that  paper  a  power.  Nor  had  the 
Clarkson  Bros,  bought  the  Eeyister  am]  made  it  the 
all-powerful  journal  of  the  .State.  The  Kichardson 
Bros,  still  own  the  Davenport  Democrat,  but  having 
grown  rich,  thej'  leave  editorial  work  to  others,  in 
the  main.  M.  M.  Ham  is  still  on  the  Dubuque 
Herald.  W.  D.  Perkins  was  an  editor  then,  but 
not  in  Sioux  City.  Ninety-nine  papers  out  of  a 
hundred  in  Iowa  are  now  in  other  hands  than  of 
those  who  shoved  the  pencil  in  1866.  The  Bur- 
lington Ilatvkeye,  Mt.  I'leasant  Journal  and  Free 
Press,  Sigourne}-  Review  and  Ifews,  Iowa  City 
Press  and  Pepvljlican,  Oskaloosa  Herald,  Ottumwa 
Courier,  and  indeed,  nearl}'  all  the  neighborhood 
papers,  are  in  new  hands.  W^e  antedate  every  edi- 
torial 'bo3''  in  this  county.  Kids!  salute  the  griz- 
zly 'old  man,'  just  turned  twenty-one,  and  ready 
to  cast  his  first  editorial  vote. 

"So  we  feel  quite  venerable,  and  are  not  sur- 
prised to  see  silver  threads  among  our  gold,  or 
startled  to  find,  in  the  barber's  chair,  that  a  buck- 
wheat crop  is  in  white  blossom  on  uur  jaws  and 
chin  that  have  been  used  so  much.     .Selah. 

"Twenty-one  j'ears  more  here.''  Hardly;  but 
the  press  will  be  running  twenty-one  years  from 
now,  yes,  and  100  years  hence,  and  500  yeai's,  and 
1,000  years,  and  we  know  not  how  much  longer, 
for  Washington  will  be  here  for  ages  yet  unless  a 
C3'clone  blows  it  to  dust,  or  an  earthquake  swallows 
it  like  a  pill.  AtkI  business  will  be  done  here,  and 
the  poi)ulation,  now  waning  (because  folks  are 
foolish  t(.)  leave),  will  be  dense,  and  tlie^'  will  want 
a  local  paper,  and  why  not  the  I'ress?  ISiil  what 
lots  of  fellows  will  run  it  in  the  next  thousand 
years!  We  would  like  to  send  each  of  them  a  lock 
of  our  brindle  hair — if  they  would  only  [iri/.c  it. 
As  a  further  token  of  good- will  to  our  worth}'  suc- 
cessors, we  urge  their  subscribers  from  A.  D.  1900 


to  A.  D.  2887,  to  paj'  up  promptl}',  and  never  be- 
come delinquent  and  subject  to  duns. 

"The  Press  has  done  reasonably  well  in  a  busi- 
ness way  during  our  minority.  It  was  the  most 
ramshackle  oflice  in  the  universe  when  we  came; 
the  tyi)e  older  than  iMelchiscdec,  the  hand  press  a 
miracle  of  breaks,  warps  and  depressions  in  the  bed  ; 
and  this  museum  of  trumperj'  was  stuck  into  a 
room  every  inch  of  which  was  contested  by  spiders 
and  mice  and  rats,  ravenous  for  p.aste.  If  we  had 
not  been  blest  vvith  two  'devils,'  and  an  enor- 
mous 'hell-box,'  and  several  'shooting-sticks,'  they 
would  have  devoured  the  Press  gang  manj'  a  time 
and  oft.  The  office  towel,  apparently,  had  been  in 
continuous  service  during  the  previc^us  service  of 
ten  years,  since  the  paper  was  established,  and 
could  stand  and  go  alone.  No  i)rinters'  towel  ever 
had  more  consistency,  persistencj',  integrity  and 
steadfastness.  There  wasn't  a  proof-press,  and  all 
matter  was  revised  on  the  bed  of  the  hand-press 
with  bodkins  and  rules  wielded  by  the  light  of  tal- 
low dips,  or  old,  smoky  kerosene  lamps.  'Ouch!' 
and  more  pungent,  vivid  and  lurid  exclamations 
escaped  as  fingers  got  jabbed  in  lifting  lines  of  long 
primer  type  with  a  face  as  broad  as  that  of  an  ox. 
The  things  were  primitive  then,  but  the  outfit  was 
not  a  whit  poorer  than  the  grass-green  editor,  who 
didn't  know  where  the  money  was  coming  from  to 
pay  'comps'  the  first  Saturday'  night.  And  3'et  no 
special  Providence  interposed  in  our  behalf,  and 
they  probably  were  not  paid !  But  patronage  was 
forced  on  the  Press  from  the  first,  and  it  lias  had 
many  moults,  and  now  appears  in  its  own  large 
(but  still  too  small)  22x70  brick  building  of  two 
stories,  its  busy  power  presses  whirled  by  steam, 
and  our  children  do  not  cry  for  bread  oftener  than 
three  times  a  da^-,  nor  fail  to  get  a  crust  (crust  pre- 
ferred anyhow).  This  isn't  bragging.  It  is  only 
sa^'ing  that  Washington  and  Washington  County 
have  been  liberal  to  Yours  Trul}-,  and  we  say 
thanks,  now  that  we  are  twer.ty-one.  The  press  of 
the  State  have  been  more  than  kind  and  compli- 
mentary to  the  Press,  and  we  say  thanks,  also,  to 
ail  the  generous  boys. 

"It  will  probably'  not  be  deemed  immodest  if  we  I 
sa}'  that  we  have  been  reasonably  industrious  dur-  ' 
ing  our  minority,  anil  have  not  shirked  work.     We    T 
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aim  to  make  a  paper  that  will  at  least  average  with 
the  weekly  press  of  Iowa  or  any  other  State. 
Whether  or  not  we  have  succeeded  in  that  is  not 
for  us  to  say." 


The  Wiishingtou  Gazette. 

HP]  first  number  of  the   Washington   Gazette 

was    issued    Dec.    24,    1868.      Wiseman   & 

Bleakraore   were   its   publishers,   with  John 

Wiseman  as  editor.     In  his  salutatory  the  editor 

said: 

"In  taking  up  the  quill  wo  do  it  with  many  mis- 
givings as  to  our  ability  and  the  result  that  may 
attend  our  feeble  efforts  in  thus  boldly  assuming 
the  great  responsibilities  incident  to  that  position. 
The  most  harassing  thought  is  that  we  may  disap- 
point the  expectations  of  our  friends.  If,  however, 
energy  and  perseverance  will  in  any  measure  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  education  and  the  errors  in  rea- 
soning, then  we  promise  yon  that  not  a  stone  shall 
be  left  unturned,  not  a  thought  or  an  idea  shall 
escape  our  willing  pen,  that  would  in  any  manner 
enhance  your  interests,  cultivate  your  minds,  or 
add  to  your  store  of  knowledge. 

"If  possible  the  Gazette  shall  correspond  in  every 
respect  with  the  statements  made  in  our  prospectus, 
especially,  it  shall  be  a  good  famil}'  paper.  It  will 
not  only  contain  items  of  general  and  local  news, 
of  literature,  the  arts  and  sciences,  agriculture  and 
horticulture,  but  an  occasional  article  on  moral 
and  religious  subjects.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  the  Gazette  will  be  of  a  high  moral  tone,  and 
that  tlie  ideas  upon  religious  subjects  will  not  be 
sectarian. 

"In  politics  we  shall  advocate  our  opinions  and 
principles  with  firmness  and  zeal,  yet  with  due  re- 
spect to  the  opinions  of  others,  always  according 
to  others  what  we  claim  for  ourselves,  honesty  of 
purpose  and  the  right  to  think  and  .act  as  con- 
science dictates.  We  ask  the  indulgence  of  our 
readers.  From  our  experience  as  well  as  that  of 
others  we  know  that  it  is  impossible  to  please  every- 
one. We  will  aim  first  to  satisfy  ourselves,  believ- 
\  r  ing  that  success  can  onlj'  attend  such  a  course. 
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"Having  now  done  what  we  believe  to  be  one  of 
the  most  diilicult  feats  of  journalism,  viz.,  intro- 
duced ourselves  to  our  patrons;  we  now  respect- 
fully turn  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  editorial  corps 
of  Iowa,  and  politely  lift  our  hat.  For  you  we  en- 
tertain the  highest  sentiments  of  respect,  and  in 
thus  forcing  our  way  among  you  we  feel  like  a  rus- 
tic youth  on  his  first  entry  in  college  in  the  act  of 
doffing  his  hat  to  his  professors.  Be  charitable  in 
your  criticisms." 

Mr.  Wisem.an  continued  as  the  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Gazette  until  1877,  when  he  sold  to  the 
Gazette  Printing  Company,  which  was  composed 
of  L.  H.  Gowdy  and  Alexander  Story.  For  one 
year  after  Mr.  Gowdy  had  editorial  charge  of  the 
paper,  and  in  1878  Mr.  Story  became  editorially 
associated  with  him.  Jointly  they  continued  the 
publication  until  April,  1880,  when  Mr.  Gowdy 
withdrew,  since  which  time  Mr.  Story  has  been  sole 
editor  and  proprietor.  The  firm  name  of  the  Ga- 
zette Printing  Company  was  dropped  at  the  timri 
Mr.  Story  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Gowdy. 
The  Gazette  was  started  as  an  independent  political 
paper,  and  with  a  view  probably  of  supporting  the 
administration  of  Andrew  Johnson.  When  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Gazette  Printing  Company 
they  had  the  following  to  say  with  reference  to  its 
management. 

"We  wish  to  say  first  of  all,  and  once  for  all, 
that  the  Gazette  will  not  be  managed  in  the  inter- 
est of  any  special  party  or  sect,  but  for  the  welfare 
of  the  county  at  large  and  the  financial  advance- 
ment of  the  publishers.  It  shall  be  our  aim  to 
make  the  Gazette  a  newspaper  without  reference  to 
politics  in  gathering  interesting  reading  matter. 
Especially  do  we  wish  to  give  our  patrons  a  first- 
class  local  paper.  Although,  as  stated,  we  will  not 
make  the  Gazette  a  radical  political  paper,  yet  we 
believe  firmly  that  it  is  the  dut}'  of  every  man,  and 
woman  too,  to  have  some  political  faith ;  to  be  well 
grounded  and  honest  therein.  We  believe  that 
that  man  who  is  not  possessed  of  the  above  condi- 
tions is  not  an  American  citizen  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word,  and  if  he  have  them,  then  we  believe 
that  both  he  and  his  principles  siiould  be  respected. 
We  believe,  furthermore,  that  the  great  curse  of 
our  country  and  our  politics  to-day  is  the  clinging 
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to  party  without  due  regard  to  men  and  principles. 
We  are,  and  have  been,  and  expect  to  be,  a  be- 
liever in  tile  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
without  reference  to  either  the  acts  of  the  party  or 
the  men  composing  it.  hi  respect  to  tlie  present 
administration  we  do  not  believe  that  it  has  or  is 
intended  to  have  any  connection  whatever  with 
anj'  party  or  sect.  We  believe  that  President 
Hayes  is  an  honest  man.  We  cannot  applaud  all 
his  acts,  neither  can  we  condemn  all  his  measures. 
We  shall  feel  free  to  do  either,  as  his  acts  appear 
to  us  right  ()r  wrong.  In  local  politics  the  Gazette 
will  be  active  in  its  endeavors  to  secure  honest 
men  to  fill  our  offices  of  trust  and  honor  within  the 
partj'  if  possible,  but  without  if  nccessaiy. 

'•The  Gazette  is  a  good  local  paper,  one  clean  in 
everj'  respect.  Siuce  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
its  present  proprietor  it  has  been  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  Republican  principles,  and  as  a  temper- 
ance man  its  editor  has  advocated  prohibition  at 
all  times.  In  taking  the  radical  stand  upon  prohi- 
tion  it  has  doubtless  made  some  enemies,  while  at 
the  same  time  it  has  secured  many  strong  frieuds. 
The  Gazette  is  vvell  worthy  of  the  support  uf  the 
public.  It  is  an  eight-column  folio,  well  |)riiited 
and  enjoys  a  good  patronage.  A  fine  job  ollice  is 
in  connection,  and  good  wcjrk  is  always  done. 

^^ -^-^ -r- 


The  Wa.sliiugton  Democrat. 

bHK  present  Washington  Democrat  first  made 
its  appearance  Aug.  14,  KS7S.  Then,  as  now, 
it  was  an  eight-column  folio,  and  a  hand- 
somely printed  sheet.  The  material  on  which  the 
Democrat  was  printed  was  that  of  tlie  old  Riverside 
Times,  which  was  removed  from  that  place  to  Wash- 
ington. Joseph  Riles  was- its  editor  and  proprietor. 
In  November,  1878,  Mr.  Riles  associated  witii  liini- 
self,  J.  .1.  Kellogg,  and  the  firm  of  Riles  &  Kellogg 
continued  the  publication  of  the  Democrat  until 
Ma}-,  1.S71),  wlien  the  paper  was  sold  to  Keil  c\i  Mc- 
Cracken — P.  .S.  Kell  and  George  L.  McCracken. 
In  tlieir  introduction,  the  new  editors  stated  that 
they  desired  to  apjily  their  e.vperience   in   building 


up  a  paper  that  would  compare  favorably  with  pub- 
lications of  other  towns  of  the  same  size.  Politi- 
cally, it  would  still  be  Democratic.  These  gentle- 
men continued  tiie  publication  of  the  paper  till 
Oct.  1,  1871),  when  they  disposed  of  the  office  to 
AVaters  &  Hood,  who  assumed  editorial  and  busi- 
ness control.  The  partnership  between  Waters  <fe 
Hood  continued  until  the  death  of  the  former, 
wliich  occurred  Sept.  14,  18.S1.  On  ins  death, 
George  G.  Rodman  was  asked  by  Mr.  Hood  to 
temporarilj'  assist  in  the  editorial  management  of 
the  paper.  After  a  couple  of  months'  trial,  Mr. 
Rodman  purchased  the  interest  of  tlie  late  proprie- 
tor, and  the  firm  of  Rodman  it  Hood  was  formed. 
These  gentleman  have  since  continued  in  control  of 
tlic  paper,  wiiich  compares  favorably  with  any  coun- 
try paper  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  On  the  7lh  d.ay  of 
December,  18,si,  tlie  new  proprietors  had  the  fol- 
lowing to  saj' : 

"It  may  be  truly  said  of  this  paper  that  it  has 
never  taken  a  step  backward,  but  has  continued  to 
improve  and  extend  its  circulation  from  the  first 
niunber  until  the  present  time,  when  we  can  confi- 
deutly  say  that  the  Democrat  has  a  larger  circula- 
tion in  the  county  than  an^'  other  paper.  What  it 
will  be  in  the  future,  remains  tt)  be  seen.  We  do 
not  intend  to  make  any  rash  [iromises,  desiring 
rather  to  be  judged  by  our  work.  In  |)olitics  it 
will  continue  to  be  as  its  name  implies,  Democratic; 
in  the  discussion  of  all  local  questions  of  interest, 
fair  and  just,  alwa^-s  advocating  what  to  us  scemeth 
right,  regardless  of  reward,  and  condemning  that 
which  to  us  maj'  seem  wrong,  regardless  of  what 
may  be  the  consequences.  We  will,  however,  use 
our  utmost  endeavor  to  make  it  as  newsy,  interest- 
ing and  instructive  a  paper  as  it  h.as  been  in  the 
past,  and  will  spare  neither  labor  nor  expense  in 
imiiroviug  it  wherever  we  can.  We  are  neither  of 
us  strangers,  but  have  been  residents  with  you  for 
many  years.  Your  interests  are  identical  with  ours, 
and  we  will  try  to  make  your  interests  our  study  iu 
all  things  that  pertain  to  the  public  good." 

Since  cfnning  under  control  of  its  present  pro- 
prietors, the  ollice  has  been  greatly  enlarged,  new 
material  being  added  from  time  to  time,  until  it  is 
now  one  of  the  most  complete  establislinients  in 
this  section  of  the  country.     With  a  power  press, 
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run  by  steam,  and  a  good  jobber,  the  Democrat 
office  is  prepared  to  turn  out  work  of  every  descrip- 
tion in  the  best  style  of  the  art. 


Fai-iucrs'   Index. 

'S'HE  Farmers'  Index  is  a  small  folio  siieet  issued 
monthly  by  G.  W.  Howe  &  Co.,   real-estate 
dealers  in  Washington.     It  presents  a  neat 
appearance  and  lias  a  good  circulation. 

The  Acamediaii  is  a  (juarto  issued  by  the  students 
of  Washington  Academy.  It  is  well  edited  and 
worthily  represents  the  institution  from  which  it 
hails. 

Briglitoii  Euterprise. 


EARLY  in  18i 
and  C.  C.  I 
-      -j  and  pnblisli 


■<wr=5)  ARLY  in  1882  Brighton  was  witliout  a  paper, 
Ileacock,  who  had  been  the  editor 
sher  of  the  Greenback  World,  con- 
cluded once  move  to  embark  in  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness, and  therefore,  in  February  of  that  year,  com- 
menced the  publication  of  a  local  newspaper  under 
the  above  name,  which  h.as  met  with  uucpialified 
success.  Starting  in  a  small  waj',  from  time  to 
time  he  h.as  added  to  the  material,  until  he  has  now 
one  of  tlie  best  equipped  offices  in  this  section  of 
the  State,  enabling  him  to  turn  out  almost  any  class 
of  work. 

The  paper  is  well  edited  and  tilled  e.ach  week 
with  all  the  local  happenings  of  Brighton  and  vicin- 
ity, while  at  the  same  time  it  is  well  patronized  b}' 
the  business  men  of  the  place. 
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Tlie  Bri5;lit<)ii  News. 

(^A^lllH  paper  was  originall}'  established  at  I'leas- 
if^^  ant  Plains,  Iowa,  in  1879,  by  G.  II.  Frasher. 
^^^  In  188.3  one-half  interest  in  the  ofiiee  was 
sold  tf)0.  II.  Wood,  and  the  press  and  fixtures  were 
moved  to  Brighton,  from  which  place  it  has  since 
4* 


been  issued.  In  July  of  that  year  Mr.  Frasher 
bought  back  the  interest  sold  Mr.  Wood,  and  un- 
der his  management  it  is  still  published.  In  the 
work  of  the  office  ho  is  ably  assisted  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Vina  E.  Frasher.  The  News  is  a  bright  sheet 
and  well  worthy  the  support  of  the  people  of  Brigh- 
ton and  vicinity. 

^ 43-^ ^ 


Ainswortli  Papers. 

^  N  the  fall  of  1878  the  first  number  of  the  Ains- 
1  worth  Clipper  made  its  appearance,  J.  II.  Pear- 
/IJ,  son  being  editor  and  proprietor.  For  the  rea- 
son that  Mr.  Pearson  w.as  then  actively  eng.aged  in 
the  nurser\'  business,  and  being  his  own  printer,  he 
could  not  attend  to  the  outside  work  rendered  nec- 
essary in  the  establishment  of  a  local  paper,  conse- 
quently after  fifteen  weeks'  publication,  he  sus- 
pended its  issue. 

In  August,  1878,  Mr.  Pearson  commenced  the 
publication  of  an  eight-page  sheet,  devoted  to 
g-ardening',  called  the  Western  Uiirticulturlst.  This 
paper  is  still  continued,  but  has  been  enlarged  to 
sixteen  p.ages,  and  is  having  a  wide   circulation. 

In  1880  the  Floral  Instructor  was  started  by 
Spalding  &  McGill  as  a  sixteen-page  octavo.  In 
1883  R.  R.  JSIcGill  became  the  sole  owner  of  the 
paper,  and  changed  its  form  and  size  to  that  of  the 
Western  Horticulturist.  It  is  published  chiefly  in 
the  interest  of  amateur  cultivators  of  flowers,  and 
goes  all  over  the  United  States  and  to  Europe. 

In  March,  1883,  A.  E.  Spalding  undertook  the 
puljlicatiun  of  the  Sentinel,  a  Republican  weekly 
newspaper.  It  was  meeting  with  good  success  when 
the  office  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  September  of  that 
year.  In  consequence  of  his  great  loss,  Mr.  Spald- 
ing did  not  resume  its  publication.  The  Sentinel 
was  a  flve-columu  folio  sheet. 

In  November,  1883,  Mr.  Pearson  revived  the 
former  Clipper,  which  has  grown  wonderfully  Iti  the 
last  tvvo  or  three  j'ears.  It_is  a  five-column  folio,  and 
is  conducted  as  a  local  newspaper,  neutral  in  jiolitics. 
In  July,  1887,  Mr.  Pearson  took  his  former  em- 
ploye,  W.  W.  Moore,  into  partnership,  thus    en- 
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abling  him  to  give  more  time  to  other  business. 
Tlie  Clipper  oflice  is  well  supplied  with  material, 
and  on  the  fast  steam  presses  of  this  ofHce  are 
printed  six  publications,  as  follows:  The  Clipper, 
weeklj';  the  Acamedian,  semi-monthly",  printed  for 
Washington  parties:  the  Floral  Instructor,  Plant- 
ers' Criiide,  Western  Horticulturist  and  Pastoral 
Visitor,  monthlj'.  The  Visitor  is  printed  for  a 
party  in  Kansas  who  formerly  resided  here. 

Rev.  W.  H.  I'attorson  issued  a  ({uartorly  here  in 
1883-84,  called  the  Conference  Quarterly,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluuch.  It  is 
believed  to  have  been  merged  into  a  publication 
printed  at  the  Wesleyan   University,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Ferguson  established  another  church 
paper  here,  the  Pastoral  Visitor,  a  twelve-page 
quarto.  He  is  now  in  Kansas,  but  the  paper  is 
printed  here  and  published  in  Ainsworth  and  Kan- 
sas simultaneously. 

In  1886  A.  E.  Spalding  began  a  bi-nionfhly 
called  the  Planter's  Guide.  It  was  then  a  five- 
column  folio,  but  with  its  second  volume  it  was 
changed  to  an  eight-page  quarto.  It  is  a  very  neat 
and  readable  publication. 

In  January,  1887,  the  Republican  made  its  ap- 
pearance and  was  well  received.  R.  U.  McCiill  was 
its  editor  and  proprietor.  The  |iaper  was  growing 
in  inllueuce  and  strenglli  when  the  tire  (iend  swept 
Ainsworth  in  April  of  lliat  year.  The  material  of 
the  Republican  was  saved,  while  that  of  the  Clipper 
was  burned.  The  two  ottiees  were  then  consoli- 
dated, and  ran  together  for  several  weeks  until  new 
buildings  were  erected.  Subsequently  both  offices 
were  merged  into  the  Clipper. 


Tlio  I{iv<'rsi<U'  T.<'a<I<'r. 

y^  ITII  Riverside  as  with  most  towns  of  its 
size,  the  historj-  of  the  newspajier  is  a  va- 
ried one.  Soon  after  the  estal>lishnieut  of 
the  town  in  187'2,  the  publication  of  a  newspaper 
was  begun.  From  then  to  1883  newspapers  under 
various  names,  and  with  often  changing  proprietors, 
have  met  with  more  or  less  success,  and  either  been 
removed,  or  ceased  to  exist.  The  last  of  several 
unsuccessful  ventures  was  the  News,  which  under 
the  ownership  of  Gortner  and  management  of 
Wheeler,  ceased  to  be  issued  in  the  spring  of  1883. 
In  August  of  that  year  it  was  revived  by  D.  T. 
Flynn,  as  the  Riverside  Leader,  continued  by  Bev- 
erl3^  and  now  owned  and  edited  by  Fred  E.  Cor- 
nish. At  present  it  enj<)3's  a  large  and  growing 
circulation,  and  its  columns  attest  its  worth  as  an 
advertising  medium.  It  is  a  six-page,  six-column 
paper,  containing  all  of  the  local  and  most  of  the 
county  news,  with  more  late  telegraphic  news  and 
interesting  miscellaneous  reading  matter  than  any 
other  paper  in  the  county.  It  is  also  one  of  the 
olHcial  papers  of  the  county,  and  publishes  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board.  The  subscription  price  is 
$l..'jO  per  year. 

There  is  in  connection  with  the  Leader  a  well- 
equipped  job  printing  department,  Vvhich  has  the 
re|)utalion  of  furnishing  excellent  work  .at  low 
prices.  The  Leader  is  universally  conceded  to  be 
a  clean,  bright  local  paper,  of  great  benefit  to  the 
town,  and  well  worth  its  subscription  price. 
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)ATIIER  up   the  fragments  that  nothing  be 
h)st,"  is  a  divine  command.     In  this  con- 
*^^(Sl    neetion  are  presented  a  few  articles  too  short 
to  entitle  them  to  a  separate  section. 


G 


Wasliiugtou  County  Agricultural  Society. 

^J  GRICULTURAL  societies  have  come  to  be 
'^RM.    regarded  as  indispensable  in   every  well- 
regulated    {•omnuinity     where    agriculture 
ij^  predominates,     but     tu    each     has     been 

added  an  exhibition  of-  mechanical  arts.  In  1853 
the  first  attempt  was  made  for  the  formation  of  an 
agricultural  society  in  Washington  County,  and  its 
first  annual  exhibition  was  held  that  year.  As  may 
readily  be  understood,  at  that  early  day  the  ex- 
hibition was  quite  meager  in  comparison  with  tlmse 
of  the  present  day,  but  it  was  a  beginning,  and 
first  attempts  should  not  be  expected  to  be  perfect. 
Then  it  must  be  remembered  that  tlie  county  then 
was  but  thinly  settled;  railroads  had  not  pene- 
trated the  iState,  and  therefore  no  outside  help 
could  be  expected;  everytliing  was  yet  in  an  em- 
bryo state.  Annual  exhibitions  were  continued 
with  varying  success,  changes  were  made  in  the 
constitution,  and  re-organizations  were  effected. 

In  1875  the  society  was  re-organized,  gnjunds 
just  west  of  the  city  were  purchased,  and  a  new 
era  dawned  upon  those  interested  in  such  exhibi- 
tions.    From   that  time  on  the  society   has  been 
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fairly  prosperous,  and  has  done  well  by  its  patrons. 
For  several  years  E.  F.  Brockway,  of  Highland, 
was  President  of  the  Association,  and  spent  much 
of  his  time  in  advancing  its  interests.  That  he 
made  a  good  officer  is  aciinowledged  by  all. 

Old  Settlers'  Association. 

(^s^  HOULD  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot.''" 
^^^^  Never!  That  they  maj-  not  be  forgotten, 
111//  )))  that  a  remembrance  be  had  of  the  days 
that  are  past,  the  toils  and  privations,  and 
the  joys  and  sorrows  of  early  settlers,  old  settlers' 
associations  are  formed.  No  more  enjoyable  occa- 
sions can  be  conceived  than  the  meetings  of  the 
pioneers,  some  of  whom  scarcel}'  leave  their  own 
premises  only  on  these  occasions.  The  hearty 
laugh  following  the  relation  of  an  ahnost  forgotten 
incident  of  a  ludicrous  nature,  that  may  at  the 
time  have  been  quite  serious;  the  half-smothered 
sigh,  and  the  tear  hastily  brushed  away  as  some 
sad  event  is  recalled ;  the  joyful  surprise  in  the 
meeting  of  an  old  friend  not  seen  for  3'ears,  or 
thought  to  have  passed  over  the  river;  all  these 
serve  to  interest  not  only  the  active  participants.  ] 
but  spectators  as  well,  and  make  the  time  Hy  too  ! 
quickly. 

The    Old    Settlers'   Association    of    Washington 
County    was  formed  in  1877,  and  aiiuual  meetings    | 
have  since  been  held,  while  each  year,  if  possible,  y 
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the  interest  has  greatly  increased,  and  the  numbers 
in  attendance  have  been  greater  and  greater. 

On  the  first  Tliursday  in  September,  1887,  at 
the  annual  meeting  held  in  Washington,  J.  Mad 
Williams,  a  minister  of  the  Christian  Clmroli,  now 
living  in  Iowa  City,  but  who  was  reaied  in  this 
county,  was  the  principal  speaker.  He  made  an 
address  worthy  the  man  and  tlie  occasion.  He  was 
followed  by  Gov.  Gear,  Rev.  B.  Elcher  and  others. 

Stock. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY  has  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  best  stock  counties  in 
the  State  of  Iowa,  its  horses  and  cattle  es- 
pecially being  of  the  best  breeds.  This  industry 
has  been  developed  within  the  last  few  years,  there 
being  a  time  in  which  there  was  nothing  to  boast. 
Among  tliose  who  have  done  much,  and  are  at 
present  doing  much  to  improve  the  stock  of  the 
county,  may  be  mentioned  Isaac  S.  Wagner,  F.  B. 
Hunt,  D.  A.  Boyer,  T.  E.  Johnson  and  M.  P.  Dou- 
ahey. 

The  Round  House  Stock  Farm  of  Isaac  S.  Wag- 
ner is  well  known  to  the  citizens  of  Washington 
and  adjoining  counties.  It  is  located  near  the 
round  house  of  the  C,  R.  I.  iV  P.  R.  R.,  from  which 
it  takes  its  name.  The  list  of  horses  owned  by  I\lr. 
Wagner  comprises  some  of  the  best  in  the  State. 

Probablj^  the  most  noted  uf  the  number  is  Wag- 
ner's Bashaw,  a  remarkably-  fine  animal  which  has  a 
record  second  to  none.  In  the  past  three  j'ears  lie 
has  contested  in  a  number  of  races,  in  which  he 
was  pitted  against  some  animals  of  exiiellent  repu- 
tation, and  out  of  thirty-five  races  started  in  1885, 
he  carried  off  first  money  in  thirty-three,  and  sec- 
ond money  in  the  other  two.  He  has  a  [lublic  rec- 
ord of  2:25^,  and  has  trotted  on  a  half-niile  track, 
in  private,  in  2:22,  making  probably  the  best  rec- 
ord (>{  any  stallion  living  or  dead.  JMr.  Wagner 
has  bred  a  few  trotters  sired  by  this  horse,  which 
bid  fair  to  equal  if  not  to  beat  the  record  of  their 
sire.  Among  tlie  number  are  the  following:  Lew 
W.,  owned  in  Chicago;  J.  H.  McCormick,  with  a 
record  of  2:29,  owned  by  Kirk,  of  Mason  City, 
Iowa ;  Clifton's  Bashaw,  record  2  -.'M^,  owned  in 
T  Washington   County;    Billy    Bashaw,    owned     by 
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Todd,  of  Washington,  Iowa,  with  a  record  of  2  -.39^ ; 
Persuader,  owned  in  Nebraska,  record  2  :45 ;  Iowa, 
a  chestnut  stallion,  in  Reading.  Pa.,  record  2:48; 
Borneo,  a  three-year-old  colt,  with  a  record  of 
2:48,  now  in  Kentucky;  Whitcomb,  in  Minneapo- 
lis, with  record  of  2  :35.  Oliver  W.,  owned  by  Mr. 
Wagner,  a  three-year-olil  colt,  after  six  weeks' 
training  made  a  record  of  2:38.  In  the  spring  be- 
fore he  was  three  years  old  he  made  a  mile  in  2:45, 
a  half  mile  in  1 :21,  on  a  track  thirt3'-six  feet  wide 
and  over  a  mile  in  length.  A.  E.  Brown,  five  j'ears 
old,  with  four  months'  training  showed  a  full  mile 
in  2:42^  on  a  long  track;  Bell  Y..  owned  by  John 
Yockey,  of  Washington,  record  2:48;  Wagner's 
Bay,  owned  by  John  Haj'cs,  record  2:40.  There 
are  known  to  be  twenty-six  colts  sired  by  Wagner's 
Bashaw  that  have  made  their  mile  in  less  than 
three  minutes.  Wagner's  Bashaw  was  sired  by 
Green's  Bashaw,  No.  50;  dam.  Mayflower,  by 
Chumps,  by  imported  Bell  Founder.  In  addition 
to  his  stallions,  Mr.  Wagner  keeps  fine  brood  mares. 
One  of  the  most  valualjleand  beautifully  located 
stock  faruiS  is  tliat  of  Frank  B.  Hunt,  on  section  1, 
Washington  Township.  Mr.  Hunt  has  not  long 
been  a  resident  of  this  county,  but  he  is  fast  gain- 
ing a  reputation  for  the  breeding  of  fine  sitock,  hav- 
ing on  his  farm  some  of  the  best  imported  and  pure 
blooded  stock  in  this  section.  Among  the  number 
of  fine  horses  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 
Starr,  a  three-year-old  steel  grey  stallion,  sired  by 
Jlonarch,  imported  and  owned  by  Durham,  of  Illi- 
nois; dam  Daisy,  sixteen  hands  high,  and  weighing 
1,()00  pounds;  Leopold,  bred  by  Durliani,  a  beau- 
tiful brown  stallion,  sired  by  Old  Leopold,  full 
blood,  weighing  2,0G0  pounds,  height  seventeen 
hands,  beautiful  form  and  fine  action;  Roliert  In- 
gcrsoll,  dark  bay  stallion,  sired  by  Alniont  Rattler, 
six  years  old,  dam  Lizzie,  by  Green's  Bashaw; 
Monarch,  Jr.,  a  dark  iron  grey,  sired  b^'  Monarch; 
Puss  IL,  sired  by  Legal  Tender,  dam  by  Lexing- 
ton, six  years  old,  and  with  six  weeks'  training 
trotted  in  2:;}3;  Nettie  11.,  sired  by  Legal  Tender, 
a  dark  iron  grey,  six  3'ears  old  and  showing  a  good 
gait.  The  farm  owned  by  .Mr.  Ihuil  is  known  as 
Hickory'  (irove  Stock  Farm,  and  comprises  400 
acres,  and  is  well  adapted  to  stock  purposes.  The 
main  barn  on   the   premises   is   50x100   feet. 
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THE  many  beautiful  cities 
ill  Iowa,  none  of  tlieui,  con- 
sidering its  size,  presents  a 
neater  appearnnce  tlian  tliat 
of  Washington.  Its  site  was 
chosen  by  tlie  commission- 
ei's  appointed  for  that  purpose,  as 
tlie  seat  of  justice  of  Washington 
County,  in  June,  1839.  The  origi- 
nal town  site  was  composed  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  17, 
township  75,  range  7,  and  was  en- 
tered by  Richard  Moore  and  Simon 
P.  Teeple,  in  October,  1839.  Various 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  city  from  time  to 
time,  until  at  present  it  is  one  and  a  half  miles 
square.  The  principal  business  is  transacted  upon 
the  public  square,  the  business  houses  being  of  a 
superior  class.  The  stocks  carried  by  the  mer- 
chants here  will  compare  favorably  in  amount  with 
those  of  any  other  city  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
while  the  trade  secured  is  equal  to  the  best. 

The  first  settlement  made  on  the  present  site  of 
the  city  was  by  Joseph  Adams,  who  came  from 
Ohio  and  located  here  on  the  17th  of  October,  1839. 
He  purchased  two  lots  located  southeast  of  the 
public  square  on  the  corner  of  Iowa  and  Jefferson 
streets,  and  at  once  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
blacksmith-shop  and  residence.  Both  buildings 
were  of  log,  the  shop  being  16x16  feet,  while  the 
-^•— . 
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residence  w.as  14x16  feet.  Daniel  Powers  built  the 
second  house  shortly  afterward.  Tiiis  building 
was  a  double  log  h:)use  one  and  a  half  stories  high, 
with  two  large,  old-fashioned  chimneys.  There 
were  two  large  rooms  below,  and  two  above, 
reached  by  a  common  Ladder.  The  building  was 
erected  for  a  tavern,  and  was  used  as  such  for  some 
years.  In  1840  there  were  twelve  families  residing 
in  Washington,  those  of  Joseph  Adams,  Henry 
MeCullough,  Dr.  (4corge  H.  Stone,  Daniel  Powers, 
Bloomer  Thompson,  John  Dangherty.  Almon 
Moore,  Amos  Embree,  John  Jackson,  John  Hendel, 
H.  A.  Stone  and  Samuel  Joy. 

Washington  having  been  selected  as  the  county 
seat,  it  was  expected  that  it  would  soon  assume 
metropolitan  proportions.  A  blacksmith-shop  hav- 
ing already  been  established,  and  a  tavern  erected, 
it  became  necessary  that  the  young  village  should 
have  a  store;  consequently,  John  Daugherty,  early 
in  1 840,  established  himself  in  business  as  a  general 
merchant.  He  was  soon  followed  by  Almon 
Moore,  who  erected  a  building  and  also  opened  a 
stock  of  general  merchandise.  A  post-offlce  soon 
afterward  having  been  established,  a  court-house 
built,  and  court  held  therein,  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington now  looked  forward  to  an  era  of  prosperit3\ 

The  first  physician  to  settle  here  was  Dr.  George 
H.  Stone.  He  was  said  to  have  been  a  gruff  but 
yet  kind-iiearted  man,  and  a  thoroughly  educated 
physician  and  surgeon.     Eor  a  number  of  years  he 
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acted  as  surgeon  on  board  a  vessel  in  the  United 
States  Navy.  The  first  ciiild  born  in  tlic  town  of 
Washington  was  a  dangliter  of  Joseph  Adams, 
born  Sept.  22,  1840.  She  grew  to  womanhood 
and  married  John  Farra,  of  Sigoiirney.  The  first 
male  eliild  liorn  in  town  is  supposed  to  l)e  R.  15.  Or- 
gan, born  .Inly  1!',  1.S44.  lie  is  now  residing  in 
Chieago,  and  is  a  live-stoeii  agent  of  the  New 
York,  Chieago  &  St.  Lonis  Railway. 

The  town  grew  slowly,  and  in  18.')2  the  firststeps 
were  taken  toward  its  incorporation.  On  the  22d 
of  May  of  that  3-ear  an  election  was  held  at  the 
court-house  for  or  against  incorporating  the  town, 
which  resulted  in  favor  of  incorporation.  D.  L. 
Parker,  William  II.  Jenkins  and  Samuel  Miller 
were  selected  to  prepare  a  charter,  and  to  file  the 
same  in  tiie  office  of  tiie  County  Judge.  An  elec- 
tion was  held  on  the  adoption  of  the  charter  pre- 
pared i)y  those  gentlemen,  which  resulted  in  its 
adoption,  hut  for  some  cause  it  was  afterward  re- 
voked and  the  town  reverted  back  to  its  former 
Standing  as  an  unincorporated  village.  In  1855 
Steps  were  again  taken  toward  the  incorporation 
of  the  place,  a  charter  was  adopted  and  an  election 
for  olBcers  was  held,  resulting  in  the  choice  of  the 
following  named:  A.  J.  Disue}-,  Mayor;  J.  M.  Fer- 
guson, Recorder;  John  II.  Bacon,  Marshal;  Joseph 
Keck  and  Norman  C'hii)man,  Councilraen  First 
Ward;  Hiram  Wallingford  and  W.  Pcrr3'  Organ, 
Coiincilmen  of  Second  Ward.  The  town  was  di- 
vided into  two  wards,  the  first  comprising  all  west 
of  the  public  square,  and  the  second,  all  east  of 
that  line.  Owing  to  some  defects  in  tlie  steps 
taken  for  incorporation  the  iTiuni(!ipal  government 
was  declared  illegal,  and  A\'ashington  once  more 
became  an  unincorporated  village. 

Still  another  effort  was  made,  and  in  1857  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  passed  an  act  incor- 
porating the  city  of  Washington,  requiring  the  act 
to  be  published  in  the  Iowa  City  Ucpuhlican,  with- 
out ex|)ense  to  the  State.  The  question  was  to  be 
submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  its  adoption 
or  rejection,  Monday,  February  16,  of  that  year. 
At  the  election  129  votes  were  cast,  of  which  127 
were  for  and  two  against  its  adoption.  The  officers 
elected  under  this  charter  were  as  follows:  S.  P. 
Young,  AJayor;  Alouzo  K.  Wickersham,  Recorder; 


S.  M.  Cox,  Treasurer;  Jonathan  H.  Wilson,  As- 
sessor; James  R.  Easton,  Marshal;  Andrew  Ken- 
dall, Knoeh  Ross,  M.  C.  Kilgore,  Councilmen  First 
Ward;  Richard  11.  Marsh,  George  C.  Anderson 
and  William  Perry  Origan,  Councilmen  for  Second 
Ward.  On  account  of  insulficient  notice  of  elec- 
tion, the  charter  of  the  cit3'  was  declared  null  and 
void  by  the  District  Court.  The  decision  was  ren- 
dered in  a  liquor  case,  and  being  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  decision  was  affirmed. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1858,  measures  were 
again  taken  for  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of 
Washington,  under  the  State  law  of  incorporation 
of  towns  and  villages.  The  proposition  was 
strongly  opposed  by  many,  and   was    not  adopted. 

In  the  winter  of  1863-64  one  more  effort  was 
made  to  incorporate  Washington.  A  petition 
signed  by  193  citizens  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
County  Judge,  asking  for  its  incorporation  under 
the  name  of  the  town  of  Washington.  The  petition 
was  heard  April  4,  1864,  and  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  the  Maj'or,  Recorder  and  five  Trust- 
ees were  elected.  They  were  Ralph  Uewey, 
Mayor;  L.  S.  Sherman,  Recorder;  James  Dawson, 
A.  W.  Chilcote,  V.  W.  Andrews,  Joseph  R.  Lewis 
and  William  Wilson,  Jr.,  Trustees. 

As  the  town  and  country  grew  in  population 
and  wealth,  various  lines  of  business  were  estab- 
lished. According  to  the  Washington  Press,  there 
was  in  the  spring  of  1857  a  poi)nlation  of  nearly 
2,000  in  the  town,  with  five  churches  and  two  in 
process  of  erection,  four  hotels,  nine  dr3'-goods 
stores,  two  clothing  stores,  two  hardware  stores, 
two  banks,  three  stove  and  tinware  establishments, 
two  drug-stores,  ohe  book-store,  seven  grocerj' 
stores,  one  baker^',  one  millinery,  four  blacksmith- 
shops,  one  sash  and  door  factory,  three  wagon- 
makers,  two  boot  and  shoe  stores,  three  fni-niture 
stores,  three  cabinet-shops,  one  boiler  factorj'  with 
foundry  and  machine-shop  attached,  one  Uouring- 
mill,  one  carding  and  fulling  mill,  two  tailors,  eight 
or  ten  ministers,  si.K  or  seven  lawyers  and  eight 
physicians.  According  to  the  same  authority, 
there  was  invested  in  the  dry-goods  business  about 
$75,000,  with  3'carl}'  sales  amounting  to  |;  150,000. 
In  the  grocery  business  some  ^20,000  was  invested, 
with  yearly  sales  amounting  to  $40,000.     In  hard- 
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ware  and  agricultural  implomonts  from  112,000 
to  $14,000  was  invested,  with  yearl}'  sales  amount- 
ing to  $35,000.  In  drugs  and  medicines  $20,000 
was  invested,  with  yearly  sales  amounting  to 
$18,000  or  $20,000. 


Banking'. 

^HE  first  bank  in  Washington  was  established 
by  Norman  Everson,  in  June,  1855.  He 
opened  an  exchange  and  deposit  bank,  in 
the  building  on  the  northwest  corner  of  tlie  square, 
where  Eversou's  Opera  House  now  stands.  He 
continued  to  run  this  bank  until  after  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Washington  Bank  as  a  State  Bank.  In 
March,  1857,  Shaw,  Rigour  &  Co.  opened  a  small 
bank  called  the  Washington  Deposit  Bank,  and 
carried  on  the  business  until  the  summer  of  1858, 
when  they  were  succeeded  by  William  II.  Jenkins 
&  Co.,  the  comjjany  being  A.  H.  Patterson  and 
Hiram  Scofield. 

In  July,  1858,  steps  were  taken  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  but 
the  first  application  to  the  Bank  Commissioners 
failed,  and  it  was  not  until  the  15th  of  March,  1859, 
that  books  were  opened  for  the  subscription  of 
$50,000  stock.  The  shares  of  the  bank  were  placed 
at  $100  each,  and  all  were  soon  disposed  of,  and  it 
was  duly  organized  with  the  election  of  the  follow- 
ing-named officers:  Joseph  A.  Green,  President; 
George  C.  Stone,  Cashier;  Joseph  Keck,  John  W. 
Quinu,  James  Dawson,  Joseph  A.  Green,  and  George 
C.  Stone,  Directors.  The  business  of  the  bank  was 
commenced  on  the  19th  of  April,  1859.  The  first 
monthly  statement  of  the  bank  sliowed  deposits  of 
$8,557.35,  and  the  last  monthly  statement,  May, 
1865,  showed  deposits  amounting  to  $247,042.38, 
proof  that  the  bank  had  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Washington  County. 

There  are  at  present  three  banking  institutions  in 
the  place— the  First  National,  the  Washington  Na- 
tional, and  the  Savings  Bank. 

The  First  National  Bank  is  the  oldest  banking 
institution  in  the  city,  and  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
branch  of  the  State  Bank  at  this  place.     It  was 


^ 


chartered  March  19,  18G4,  and  soon  afterward  fully 
organized  by  the  election  of  the  following-named 
officers:  Joseph  Keck,  President;  II.  M.  Ilolden. 
Cashier;  S.  Earns  worth.  Teller;  Joseph  Keck,  James 
Dawson,  (4eorge  Brokaw,  S.  Farnsworth,  H.  M.  Ilol- 
den, A.  W.  Chileote  and  Calvin  Craven,  Directors. 
The  capital  stock  was  originally  placed  at  $50,000, 
but  was  increased  in  1865  to  $100,000.  During 
the  twenty-three  years  of  its  existence  this  bank 
has  always  done  a  large  and  profitable  business, 
and  has  been  regarded  liy  all  as  one  of  the  solid  in- 
stitutions of  Washington  County.  The  cai)ital 
stock  yet  remains  at  $100,000,  but  a  large  surplus 
has  since  accumulated.  The  bank  building  is  lo- 
cated on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  square  and 
was  erected  especially  for  the  business.  It  is  pro- 
vided with  Hall's  burglar  proof  time  lock,  to- 
gether with  an  inner  safe  as  further  protection 
against  fire.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  years, 
Mr.  Keck  has  been  President  of  the  institution,  and 
has  given  his  personal  attention  to  tlie  business. 
Norman  Everson  held  the  office  while  Mr.  Keck 
was  absent.  The  present  officers  are  Joseph  Keck, 
President;  Samuel  H.  White,  Cashier;  C.  H.  Keck, 
Assistant  Cashier. 

The  Washington  National  Bank  is  the  next  old- 
est. In  1865  J.  R.  and  L.  C.  Richards,  in  partner- 
ship witli  a  Mr.  Green,  of  Freeport,  III.,  started  on 
the  Corotte  corner  a  private  bank,  under  the  name 
of  Richards  Bros.  &  Green.  They  did  a  good  busi- 
ness for  two  years,  when  a  numl)er  of  other 
parties  desiring  to  become  members  of  the  part- 
nersiiip,  it  was  finally  agreed  to  organize  under  the 
banking  laws  of  tlie  State.  An  organization  was 
effected,  and  articles  of  incorporation  adopted  June 
11,  1867.  The  inc(jrporators  were  J.  A.  Henderson, 
I.  N.  Langhead,  J.  R.  Richards,  William  McClel- 
land, J.  L.  Rader,  L.  C.  Richards,  A.  W.  Chileote 
and  S.  G.  Owen,  and  tlie  bank  was  called  the  Far- 
mers and  Merchants'  Bank.  J.  A.  Henderson  was 
made  President;  J.  R.  Richards,  Vice  President,  and 
S.  G.  Owen,  Cashiei-. 

In  July,  1870,  J.  A.  Henderson  resigned  and  A. 
W.  Chileote  was  elected  President.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  Dec.  26,  1870,  it  was  decided 
to  organize  a  National  Bank  to  take  the  |il;tee  of 
the   Farmers   and   Merchants'.     The   change    was 
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made  and  organization  effected  in  January,  1871, 
under  tlie  name  of  AVashiiigton  National  IJaniv, 
with  a  paid-up  capital  of  5^50,000.  The  first  stock- 
holders were  A.  W.  Chilcote,  Michael  Wilson. 
William  Wilson,  Jr.,  W.  W.  Wells,  S.  G.  Owen,  ,). 
A.  Henderson,  1.  N.  Langho.ad,  J.  R.  Richards  and 
L.  C.  Richards.  A.  W.  Chilcote  was  elected  I'resi- 
dent,  a  position  which  he  has  filled  continuouslj'  to 
the  present  time.  1.  N.  Langhead  was  the  first 
Vice  President,  holding  that  position  till  January, 
1879,  when  he  resigned  and  W.  W.  Wells  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  J.  R.  Richards  was  the 
first  Cashier,  retaining  that  position  till  July  1, 
1,878,  when  he  resigned  and  John  Alex  Young  was 
elected  to  fill  the  v.acancy.  L.  C.  Richards  was  the 
first  Assistant  Cashier,  remaining  so  till  January, 
1874,  when  he  resigned  and  John  Alex  Young  took 
his  place,  retaining  it  until  ho  was  elected  Cashier, 
when  Mart  Whitconib  was  elected  assistant.  In 
1881  R.  R.  Howland  was  elected  Assistant  Cashier 
in  place  of  Wliitcoinb,  who  had  resigned. 

In  Jamiar}',  1.S71,  sleiJS  were  taken  tn  provide 
suitable  ground  and  build  a  banking  house,  the  re- 
sult being  the  jjurchase  of  a  lot  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  public  square,  and  the  erection  dur- 
ing that  year  of  a  fine  brick  building,  twenty  feet 
wide,  sevent}'  feet  long  and  two  stories  high  above 
the  basement,  with  a  fine  dressed-stone  front.  The 
entire  first  storj^  above  the  basement  is  fitted 
up  and  used  for  the  banking  business,  containing 
a  first-class  fire-proof  vault,  witli  burglar-proof  safe 
and  other  necessities  and  conveniences.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  bank  from  the  first  was  good,  and  con- 
tinned  to  increase  till  in  April,  1874,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  increase  the  capital  stock  to  $100,000, 
in  order  freely  to  accommodate  its  custDUiers  and 
enable  it  to  do  its  full  share  of  the  business  of  the 
town  and  county.  The  stockholders  embrace  some 
of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  city  and  count}-,  and 
witli  abundant  capital  and  obliging  ollicers,  it  is 
doing  a  flourishing  and  profitable  business.  The 
present  capital  paid  up  is  ^100,000 ;  surplus, -^40,000. 

The  JJirect(»rs  ai-e  A.  W.  Chilcote,  William  W. 
Wells,  I.  N.  Langhead,  William  Wilson.  Jr..  I!. 
Parkinson,  Michael  Wilson,  Joel  Gray,  William  K. 
Chilcote  and  John  Alex  Young.  Odicers:  A.  W. 
Chilcote,  President;  U'illiani  W.  Weils,  \ice  Presi- 


dent; John  Alex   Young,  Cashier,  and  R.  R.  Bow- 
land.  Assistant  Cashier. 

The  Washington  County  ^Savings  Bank  came 
into  existence  during  the  Centennial  j'car,  being 
chartered  Oct.  G,  1  87t).  Its  authorized  capital  was 
¥1.00,000,  of  which  one-half  was  paid  upon  organi- 
zation, but  which  was  increased  to  the  full  amount 
some  fifteen  months  afterward.  The  first  ollicere 
were  William  Rowan,  President;  \\illiam  R.  Jef- 
frey, Vice  President;  J.  II.  Young,  Cashier.  Each 
of  tiie  ollicers  was  also  a  Director;  in  addition  there 
being  B.  F.  Brown,  G.  G.  Charlton  and  T.  S.  Ro- 
wan. In  1884  Mr.  Rowan  resigned  the  Presi<lency 
and  J.  II.  Young  was  promoted  to  fill  the  vacancy; 
A.  Anderson  was  elected  Cashier.  Each  still  holds 
his  position,  while  Mr.  Anderson  is  Assistant  Cash- 
ier. The  stockholders  of  the  liank  are  among  the 
best  men  in  Washington  Count}-,  and  it  has  been 
doing  a  profitable  business  from  the  first.  The 
bank  is  located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  • 
square,  in  Young's  Block,  and  is  most  convenientl}' 
arranged  for  the  tran.saction  of  its  business.  For 
the  safety  of  its  de|)ositors  the  bank  is  provided* 
with  a  large  fire-proof  vault,  with  one  of  Hall's  fire 
and  burglar  proof  safes,  with  time  lock.  The  gen- 
tlemen managing  this  bank  are  well-known  busi- 
ness men  of  Washington  County,  having  the  con- 
fidence of  the  entire  community.  In  March,  1887, 
the  deposits  were  over  ^87,000. 


Ediicatioiiiil. 

N  the  summer  of  1840  the  first  schotil  in  \\  ash- 
iugton  was  taught  b}'  Miss  Ashley.  The 
(li  school-house  was  of  log,  and  situated  in  the 
southwest  part  of  town.  The  school  continued 
three  months,  for  which  the  teacher  received  150, 
which  was  raised  by  subscri|)tion.  Soon  after  the 
completion  of  the  court-house  the  court-riK)m  w.as 
used  for  school  pur|)oses.  In  the  fall  of  1842  Miss 
ISarali  Yc)ung  taught  a  term  of  three  months  in  the 
courl-i'oom,  for  whieh  she  was  paid  >$i  per  month. 

Tliuse  schools  were  in  the  beginning,  and  were 
but  small  affairs,  the  simplest  branches  of  a  com- 
mon English  education  only  being  taught.  To-da}' 
the  city  of  Washington  can  boast  of  as  fine  public 
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schools  as  atij'  town  in  the  State.  Fov  nearly 
twenty  je.irs  the  schools  have  been  under  the 
superintendency  of  Prof.  I).  W.  Lewis,  one  of  the 
best  instructors  in  the  State,  and  the  schools  have 
•Hcquired  a  reputation  second  to  none.  Many  of 
their  graduates  are  now  filling  responsible  positions 
throughout  the  country,  au<l  are  thus  honoring  their 
Alina  Mater.  The  school  buildings  are  all  well 
adapted  tc)  the  purpose,  and  do  credit  to  the  enter- 
prising cit_y  in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  Washington  Academy  is  an  institution  that 
deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice.  It  has  now 
been  in  existence  .about  fifteen  jears,  and  lias  done 
an  incalculable  auKin'Tit  of  good.  The  building  is 
a  large  brick,  just  east  of  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  square,  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $15,000. 
Prof.  S.  K.  McKee  is  the  present  Princii)al.  (See 
sketch  of  Prof.  INIcKee.) 


Religions. 

^IIE  religious  and  moral  welfare  of  the  city 
fl(((^-  '''"^^  been  carefully  attended  to  from  the 
^^^  first.  Probably  no  town  of  its  size  in  the 
country  has  a  larger  church  membership  or  a 
greater  average  attendance  each  Sabbath.  There 
are  at  present  eight  church  organizations,  as  follows : 
two  United  Presbj'terians,  one  Presbyterian,  one 
Covenanter,  one  Seceder,  one  Methodist  Episcopal, 
one  Colored  iMeth(jdist  Episcopal,  one  Ijajjtist  and 
one  Catholic. 

The  First  United  Presbyterian,  is  the  oldest  or- 
ganization in  the  city.  It  was  organized  and  its 
first  buihling  erected  in  1844,  when  it  was  known 
as  the  Associate  Reformed  Church.  The  organiza- 
tion prospered  from  the  first,  and  in  18,51  the  first 
church  fiuilding  had  become  too  small  and  a  new- 
frame  church  was  erected  on  Marion  street,  near 
the  public  square,  at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  In  1858  the 
organization  was  changed  in  name  and  became  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  still  the  congre- 
gation grew  in  numbers  until  the.  second  edifice 
was  too  small.  So  in  1868  it  was  moved  around 
so  as  to  face  the  street  upon  the  south,  and  the 
present  large  and  elegant  structure  was  erected. 
•^t- 


This  building  is  of  brick,  40x80  feet,  the  main 
audience  room  seating  (JOO  people.  There  is  a 
basement  under  the  entire  building  which  is  used 
for  Sunday-school  [uirposes.  The  buihling  w.as 
elected  at  a  cost  of  $15,757,  and  was  dedicated  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  15,  1868,  Rev.  Mr.  McAyeal  con- 
ducting the  services.  Since  its  organization  the 
church  has  had  but  four  pastors:  Rev.  Mr.  Vin- 
cent, seven  3'ears:  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  three  years; 
Rev.  W.  II.  Wilson,  sixteen  years;  and  Rev.  W. 
C.  Williamson  fourteen  years.  At  present  the 
church  is  without  a  pastor. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington,  Iowa, 
was  organized  in  the  court-house,  Sept.  23, 1  843,  by 
the  Rev.  L.  G.  Bell.  The  (jiiginal  members  were 
Samuel  Culbertson  and  his  wife  Mary  Ann,  .John 
Hawthorn  and  his  wife  Rachel,  C.  P>.  Campbell  and 
his  wife  Adaline,  Benjamin  P.  Baldwin,  Sarah  Ross, 
Patrick  McKinnie  and  George  Brokaw.  The  last 
of  these  w.as  received  on  examination;  all  the  rest 
presented  certificates  from  other  churches.  Im- 
mediately after  the  organization  Mrs.  Nanc}'  Mc- 
Kinnie w.as  received  on  profession  of  faith,  making 
in  all  eleven  members. 

For  about  three  years  after  its  organization  the 
church  was  supplied  with  occasional  preaching  bj"^ 
the  Rev.  L.  G.  Bell.  In  .June,  1846,  Rev.  Mc- 
Knight  Williamson  began  to  supply  it  regularly, 
preaching  here  and  at  Brighton  on  alternate  Sab- 
baths, but  owing  to  the  state  of  his  wife's  health  he 
left  the  first  of  October  and  returned  to  the  East. 
Following  him.  Rev.  Bell  again  preached  to  the 
little  church  as  he  had  opp(jrtunity  until  1848, 
when  Thomas  H.  Diusmore,  a  licentiate  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Washington,  began  to  supply  it  reg- 
ularly and  continued  about  one  year.  After  his 
departure  his  brother.  Rev.  Robert  S.  Diusmore, 
was  called  to  be  the  first  pastor  .June  15,  1850.  In 
Octolier  of  the  same  year,  he  w.as  installed  and  con- 
tinued ill  this  relation  until  he  was  removed  by 
tleath  Aug.  27,  1853.  Shortly  afterward  liev. 
Thomas  II.  Dinsmore  again  began  to  supply  the 
church  and  was  installed  as  the  second  p.astor  Oct. 
10,  1854.  This  relation  was  dissolved  in  October, 
1858.  Following  him  the  Rev.  W.  Porterfield  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  for  about  six  months.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  D.  It.  Colmery,  who  preached  his 
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first  sermon  May  20,  18C0,  and  tlirt'c  inonlhs  later 
was  iinaniniously  elected  pastor.  Not  seeing  his 
way  clear,  however,  to  accept  the  call,  he  was  not 
installed,  and  after  supplying  the  pulpit  for  some 
fifteen  niontiis  he  removed  to  another  field  in  Au- 
gust, 1861. 

The  next  regular  supply  was  the  lliird  pnstcir  of 
the  church.  Rev.  F.  A.  Shearer,  who  preached  his 
first  sermon  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  February,  IiSG2; 
was  called  on  September  3,  and  installed  April  13. 
18G3.  This  relation  was  dissolved  April  21,  1861). 
The  fourth  pastor.  Rev.  T.  D.  Wallace,  began  to 
preach  May  15,  1870;  was  ordained  and  installed 
April  23,  1871  ;  preached  his  farewell  sermon  March 
30,  1871),  and  was  released  from  the  charge  by 
action  of  the  Presbj'tery  on  the  2d  of  April  fol- 
lowing. 

On  May  11,  1871).  the  church  was  visited  by  the 
Rev.  Johnston  D.  White,  who  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  in  June,  and  installed  in  October  of  the 
same  year.  This  relation  continued  until  termi- 
nated by  the  death  of  Mr.  White,  June  1,  1884. 
The  sixth  and  present  pastor,  Rev.  Ben-E.  S.  EI3'. 
Jr.,  was  installed  in  April,  1885. 

The  following  persons  have  served  the  church  as 
Ruling  Elders:  Samuel  Culbertson,  C.  B.  Campbell, 
Walter  McKinnie,  B.  P.  Baldwin,  William  Hamil- 
ton, Robert  Fulton,  Luther  Cook.  John  F.  Wilson, 
Samuel  Massey,  II.  D.  Smouse,  Charles  M.  Sturges 
and  John  F.  Henderson.  The  following  persons 
have  served  as  Deacons:  P.  C.  ^IcKinnie,  David 
Sturges,  Samuel  Conner,  James  Lemon,  Moses  E. 
Fulton,  George  Smith,  William  Blair,  Nicholas 
Smith,  James  Kerr,  M.  M.  Sterling,  Winfield 
Smouse,  M.  Marbourg,  M.  D.,  John  Sands,  J.  Al- 
bert Williams,  O.  G.  Given,  M.  D.,  Frank  H. 
Graves  and  John  Shields. 

The  whole  number  of  members  enrolled  since  the 
date  of  organization  is  630.  The  membership  at 
the  present  is  238.  The  church  now  occupies  its 
second  house  of  worship.  The  first  was  erected  in 
1846  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of 
Dr.  A.  W.  Chilcote.  The  present  edifice  was  built 
in  1865.  In  1885  the  church  built  the  very  neat 
and  commtidious  jiarsnnage  which  stands  imme- 
diately to  the  west  of  tlie  present  house  of  worshij). 

The  olliccrs  at   the    time   of   this    writing   are  as 
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follows:  Elders— Waller  McKinnie,  1850;  B.  P. 
Baldwin,  lM53;Sauiuel  Massey,  1870  ;11. 1).  Smouse, 
1877;  Charles  M.  Sturges,  1877;  John  F.  Hender- 
son, 1877.  Deacons — Nicholas  Smith,  1871 ;  Win- 
field  Smouse,  1872;  J.  Albert  Williams,  1877; 
Frank  H.  Graves,  1882;  John  Shields,  1885. 
Trustees — Edwin  Blair,  W.  N.  Hood  and  E.  J. 
Meacham.     Treasurer — R.  R.  Bowland. 

Beside  the  Salibath-school,  there  are  connected 
with  the  church  the  following  auxiliarj'  societies: 
The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Soeiet}-,  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society,  the  Sabbath- 
School  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and 
the  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor. 

The  Second  United  I'resbyteriaa  Church  was 
organized  in  1853.  A  brick  church  building  was 
erected  in  1857,  in  which  the  congregation  wor- 
shiped for  twenty  years,  and  becoming  dissatisfied 
with  its  location,  purchased  the  Congregational 
Church  on  Iowa  street,  which  had  been  vacated, 
and  has  since  occupied  that  house  of  worship.  For 
some  years  the  congregation  was  not  very  strong 
in  numbers,  but  at  jjresent  it  has  a  membership  of 
300.  Since  its  organization  Rev.  S.  F.  Vanatta, 
A.  Connor,  W.  E.  Wade,  R.  B.  Laygart,  H.  G. 
McVey  and  J.  R.  Logue  have  served  as  pastors. 
Mr.  Logue,  the  present  pastor,  is  a  young  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  has  succeeded  in 
largely  increasing  the  membership  of  the  church 
and  otherwise  strengthening  the  organization.  At 
almost  every  service  the  house  is  well  filled  with 
worshipers. 

The  Ansnciale  Preshyterian  Church,  or  Seceders, 
formed  a  part  of  the  old  Associate  Reformed 
Church  of  Washington.  When  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  was  formed  a  number  declined 
entering  that  organization,  and  formed  what  is 
known  as  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church. 
Their  house  of  worship  is  situated  t)n  F\)urth  street, 
about  two  blocks  north  of  the  cemetery,  and  was 
erected  in  1862,  at  a  cost  of  1700.  Rev.  Samuel 
Ilindnian  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church,  [and 
continued  in  that  position  until  1867,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  C  F.  Fisher,  who  has  served  until 
the  present  time. 

The  Jie/iirmed  Presbyterian,  or  Covenanter 
Church,   was   organized   in    1864,  and   in    l.H(i(i  its 
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present  church  edifice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$3,000.  Rev.  S.  M.  Steplienson  was  the  first  pas- 
tor of  the  church,  and  continued  as  such  for  seven 
years.  In  1873,  Rev.  W.  P.  Johnson  was  called  to 
the  pastorate  and  served  until  August,  1882,  when 
he  resigned  to  accept  the  Vice  Presidency  of  Geneva 
College,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  ]\Ir.  Johnson  was  im- 
menselj'  popular  with  both  church  and  people. 
His  resignation  was  reluctantly  accepted.  Rev.  T. 
A.  H.  Wylie,  the  present  pastor,  began  his  labors 
Dec.  5,  1882.  There  is  a  good  Sabbath-school  and 
a  mission  Sabbath-school  connected  with  the 
church.  In  every  department  the  church  is  pros- 
perous, with  a  membership  of  100. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  first  organ- 
ized at  the  house  of  William  L.  Harvey,  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  southwest  of  Washington,  on  the 
20th  of  October,  1839.  The  first  church  building 
■was  a  frame  structure  28x38  feet,  located  near 
the  corner  of  Green  and  Jefferson  streets,  and  was 
completed  in  18.o7.  The  present  church  edifice  was 
erected  in  187G.  It  is  a  brick  building  with  a 
large  audience  room  and  basement.  In  the  base- 
ment are  held  class-meetings,  prayer-meetings,  and 
the  infant  classes  in  the  Sunday-school.  The 
church  is  in  a  verj'  prosperous  condition,  its  mem- 
bership being  composed  of  some  of  the  best  and 
most  influential  citizens  of  the  city  and  vicinity. 
Its  present  membership  is  about  400.  Rev.  Ira 
Kemble  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  Baptist  Church y/ns  organized  in  1841.  Its 
first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1850,  and  the 
present  building  in  1871.  It  is  situated  on  Jefifer- 
son  street,  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $7,000.  It 
was  dedicated  Dec.  24,  1871,  Rev.  M.  F.  Ravelin, 
of  Chicago,  preaching  the  dedicatory  sermon.  The 
building  is  a  frame  structure,  28x60  feet,  with  two 
towers,  and  presents  a  ver}'  neat  appearance.  At 
present  the  church  is  without  a  pastor. 

The  St.  James'  Catholic  Church  was  organized  in 
1855,  by  Rev.  Father  Slatterly,  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 
In  18G0  a  church  building  was  erected  in  West 
Washington,  at  an  original  cost  of  $600.  Addi- 
tions have  since  been  made  to  the  building,  and 
the  parochial  school  building  erected  in  connection. 
The  school  building  is  a  two-story  frame  structure. 
Father  Slatterly  was  the  first  priest.  Father  Moran 
A*  


of  Brighton  is  at  present  ministering  to  the  wants  of 
the  people. 

The  African  Methorlist  Episcopal  Church  was 
organized  in  1806.  The  house  of  worship  is  sit- 
uated in  the  southwest  part  of  the  city,  and  the 
congregation  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Other  denominations  have  been  represented  in 
the  city  from  time  to  time.  The  Congregationalists 
organized  in  1855,  and  after  flourishing  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  finally  began  to  go  down,  and  in  1877 
the  congregation  disbanded.  The  United  Brethren 
in  Christ  organized  in  1859,  and  ceased  to  exist 
about  ten  years  ago.  The  Church  of  God,  or 
Winebrenarians,  organized  in  1808,  but  disbanded 
in  about  two  years.  The  Episcopalians  organized 
in  AVashington  at  an  early  day,  and  steps  were  taken 
for  the  erection  of  a  church  edifice.  The  founda- 
tion was  laid,  and  the  corner-stone  put  in  place  by 
Bishop  Lee,  Maj'  12,  1856,  but  the  structure  was 
never  completed  and  the  organization  ceased  to 
exist. 

■  : — ? ^-*^ ^=-  ■ 


Y.  M.  C.  A. 

^^^HE  Washington  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  organized 
May  17,  1877,  with  N.  W.  Woodford,  Presi- 
dent, and  G.  B.  Townsend,  Secretary.  Mr. 
Woodford  presided  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  general 
secretary  in  the  city  of  Davenport. 

During  the  ten  years  of  Association  work,  the 
following-named  persons  have  served  as  President: 
N.  W.  Woodford,  four  years;  John  Shields,  four 
years;  Dr.  S.  N.  McClean,  one  year;  Prof.  S.  P. 
Wylie,  one  year.  The  Secretaries  in  that  time  were 
G.  B.  Townsend,  Lee  Robinson,  Frank  Briggs,  Dr. 
S.  N.  McClean  and  James  A.  Work,  each  of  whom 
served  two  years. 

Among  the  phases  of  work  carried  on  by  the 
Association,  were:  1.  Gospel  meeting,  held  every 
Sabbath  afternoon  at  4  o'clock,  to  which  strangers 
in  the  city  are  made  welcome.  2.  A  workers" 
training  class,  which  is  conducted  during  the  win- 
ter months.  3.  A  boys'  literarj'  society,  which  did 
good  work  during  the  winters  of  1883-84-85. 
This  work  was  under  the  supervision  of  John 
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Shields,  Dr.  S.  N.  McC'lean,  and  C'liarlos  Keniu'dy. 
4.  A  serit's  of  (uispcl  meetings  in  Uu>  park  during 
the  nioiitbs  of  Julj'  and  August,  188()  and  1887. 
The  object  of  these  meetings  was,  to  reach  a  class 
that  did  not  attend  any  regular  religiou.-!  services. 
The  Association  was  ably  assisted  in  tiiis  worii  by 
all  the  churches  in  the  city,  the  attendance  averag- 
ing over  1,000  at  each  meeting. 

]u  1885  the  lad^'  n;embers  of  the  Association 
organized  themselves  into  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  but  re- 
cently the  two  bodies  have  again  united,  botii  classes 
working  harinoniouslj'  together. 

Since  the  date  of  its  organization  over  300  per- 
sons have  been  members,  many  of  whom  are  now 
filling  important  positions  in  connection  with  this 
work;  especially  is  this  the  case  with  its  first  officers. 
Mr.  Woodford  is  now  general  secretary  at  Kock  Isl- 
and, 111.,  and  Mr.  Townseud  is  financial  secretary 
at  Chicago. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  Association  are  about 
#200,. and  the  results  of  that  expenditure  are  incalcul- 
able for  good.  At  present  the  Associatit)n  has 
rooms  over  the  Washington  Savings  Bank,  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  square,  which  are  well 
furnished,  and  consistof  parlor  and  reading  rooms. 

Societies. 

^^IIK  Masonic  order  is  represented  in  this  city 
by  a  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commanderj", 
and  is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  of  those  who  regard  it 
as  unworthy  the  sui)i)ort  of  Christian  people. 

Washington  Lodge  No.  26,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was 
organized  under  disjK'nsation  in.lune,  18,')l,and  re- 
ceived its  charter  one  month  afterward.  The  char- 
ter members  were:  N.  Chipman,  W.  M.;  R.  AV. 
McElroy,  S.  W. ;  J.  F.  Sales,  J.  W. ;  Eleazar  Cleni- 
mons,  O.  H.  Jennison,  William  Fisher  and  J.  K. 
Walker.  The  lodge  first  met  in  a  room  in  the  old 
Iowa  House,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  square, 
and  after  a  few  changes,  about  1875  moved  to  its 
present  lodge  room,  just  south  of  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  square,  which  is  elegantly   fitted  up. 


Tlie  |>ri'si'ut  nR'inl)crsliii)()f  the  lodge  is  about  eighty- 
five,  with  A.  K.  Dewey  as  Worshipful  Master. 

C3'rus  Chapter  No.  13  began  work  under  dis- 
pensation in  April,  185G,  and  in  May  following  re- 
ceived its  charter.  It  has  had  a  prosperous  career, 
with  a  present  membership  of  sixty.  Two  of  its 
members  have  served  as  G.  II.  I'.,  with  credit  to 
themselves  and  the  chapter.  They  were  G.  W. 
Teas  and  A.  li.  Dewey.  The  present  High  Priest 
is  Jackson  Roberts,  who  is  now  serving  his  second 
term. 

Bethleheui  Comnianderj',  Knights  Templars,  was 
organized  Jan.  30,  1883,  and  has  had  a  prosi)erous 
career,  with  a  present  membership  of  forty-six. 
A.  R.  Dewey,  one  of  its  members,  has  filled  the 
office  of  Grand  Eminent  Commander. 

The  I.  ().  O.  F.  is  represented  by  Covenant 
Lodge  No.  101,  chartered  Jan.  1,  185G,  and  Wash- 
ington Encampment  No.  43.  The  subordinate 
lodge  has  a  present  membership  of  fifty -two,  with 
Dr.  J.  R.  Burroughs,  N.  G.:  T.  Nimick,  V.  G.; 
W.  V.  Mason,  Sec.  The  encampment  has  a  mem- 
bership of  fifteen.  It  was  organized  in  18(!".).  A. 
R.  Dewey  is  the  present  C.  P.,  with  W.  V.  Mason, 
Secretary'. 

The  A.  O.  U.  W.  in  Iowa  had  its  origin  in  Iowa, 
at  Washington,  Ilawkeye  Lodge  No.  1  being  in- 
stituted here  Jan.  14,  1872.  It  has  had  a  flourish- 
ing existence,  notwithstanding  a  number  of  its 
members  withdrew,  and  followed  the  Slate  organiza- 
tion. At  present  there  are  two  lodges,  one  loyal 
to  the  National,  and  the  other  to  the  State  authori- 
ties. 

The  W.  C.  T.  V.  have  two  flourishing  unions  in 
the  city,  and  in  a  quid  way  are  doing  much  for  the 
cause  of  temperance. 

The  Legion  of  Honor.  I.  O.  M.  A.,  and  the  V. 
A.  S.  are  also  represented  here. 


Fire  Dopartiiieiit. 

/OR  years  the  city  w;is  without  a  regular  fire 
loJa*)  department,  trusting  to  the  volunteer  help 
/ll,  "  of  the  citizens  in  putting  out  fires,  but  in 
1883  a  building  was  erected  for  city  purposes,  in- 
cluding the  fire   department,  and   a   hand   engine, 
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hose  cart,  hooks  and  hidders  were  purchased,  and 
the  department  was  organized.  At  present  there 
are  seventj'-six  men  in  the  various  companies,  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Hugh  Kendall,  chief.  The 
men  composing  the  companies  are  exempt  from 
road  tax  and  jury  duties.  The  chief  receives  $G0 
per  year. 


Military. 

IN  the  fall  of  1858  a  company  of  militia  was  or- 
ganized which  was  given  the  name  of  the  Wash- 
ington Light  Guards,  with  G.  W.  Teas  as  Cap- 
tain and  A.  L.  Thompson,  First  Lieutenant.  In 
1859  H.  R.  Cowles  was  elected  Captain,  A.  L. 
Thompson,  First  Lieutenant,  and  W.  B.  Bell,  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  At  the  first  call  in  1861  for 
75,000  men,  the  company  volunteered  for  the  great 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  but  was  too  late  to  be  accepted 
in  the  first  regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
but  at  the  call  a  few  weeks  later  was  accepted,  and 
formed  the  nucleus  of  Co.  H,  2d  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
with  II.  R.  Cowles,  Captain,  A.  L.  Thompson,  First 
Lieutenant,  N.  P.  Chipman,  Second  Lieutenant,  H. 
Scofield,  Third  Lieutenant.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  original  company  could  not  at  first  enter  the 
service,  and  so  formed  another  company  called  the 
Washington  Rifles,  with  W.  D.  Bell,  Captain,  S.  E. 
Rankin,  First  Lieutenant,  A.  A.  Rodman,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  had  the  honor  of  escorting  Com- 
pany H  to  the  depot,  and  bidding  farewell  to  their 
comrades  who  enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war.  Capt.  Bell  informed  the  Governor  if 
more  men  were  needed  from  Iowa,  his  company 
was  ready.  In  a  few  days  he  received  word  to  re- 
cruit his  company  up  to  the  maximum,  and  report 
at  Davenport,  which  was  done,  and  the  Washing- 
ton Rifles  formed  Co.  C,  8th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  A 
great  many  members  of  the  original  company  rose 
to  distinction  during  the  war,  and  bore  a  prominent 
part  in  putting  down  the  rebellion;  others  were 
killed,  or  died  from  wounds  or  sickness;  others  liv- 
ing, bear  the  scars  of  wounds  received,  or  are  dis- 
abled by  sickness  and  disease.  The  citizens  of 
Washington  are  proud  of  the  war  record  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Washington  Light  Guards. 


They  did  their  duty  to  the  Government  faithfully 
and  well. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  there  was  a  lull  for 
several  years,  but  a  few  of  the  members  of  the 
original  company,  July  31,  1877,  organized  under 
the'  laws  of  the  State  as  a  company,  and  were  ac- 
cepted as  Co.  D,  2d  Iowa  National  Guards,  with 
A.  R.  Dewey  as  Captain,  Robert  McGaughe}-,  First 
Lieutenant,  W.  H.  Judson,  Second  Lieutenant.  In 
1878,  D.  J.  Palmer  was  elected  Captain,  A.  A.  Rod- 
man, First  Lieutenant,  and  H.  R.  Cowles,  Second 
Lieutenant.  In  1881,  A.  A.  Rodman  was  commis- 
sioned Captain,  M.  Whitcomb,  First  Lieutenant,  J. 
G.  Hise,  Second  Lieutenant.  In  1887,  S.  A.  AVhite 
was  Captain,  II.  Bell,  First  Lieutenant,  J.  W.  Moore, 
Second  Lieutenant.  This  company  is  one  of  the 
best  drilled  in  the  State,  and  its  rifle  team  is  by  all 
odds  the  best,  it  cariying  off  the  prize  the  year  of 
their  encampment.  Should  another  rebellion  break 
out,  or  should  our  Government  ever  engage  in  war 
with  a  foreign  power,  the  members  of  Company  D 
would  doubtless  emulate  the  example  of  the  origin.al 
company,  offer  their  services  and  do  their  duty 
faithfully. 

Graud  Army  of  the  Republic. 

)IIE  fraternal  spirit  will  doubtless  always  ex- 
ist among  old  soldiers,  as  long  as  there  shall 
be  two  or  more  left.  In  order  to  keep  alive 
that  spirit  and  bind  the  loyal  men  together,  who 
fought  for  their  country  during  the  great  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was 
formed.  It  has  been  growing  steadily  in  numbers, 
and  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  quite  rapidly. 
On  the  23d  of  November,  1882,  the  I.  G.  White 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized,  with  A.  R.  Dewey 
as  Post  Commander;  Charles  J.  Arnold,  Junior  Vice 
Commander;  J.  A.  Baughman,  Quartermaster;  W. 
D.  Glasgow,  Senior  Vice-Commander;  D.  J.  Eichel- 
berger.  Surgeon;  J.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain;  D.  M. 
O'Laighlin,  Officer  of  the  Day;  W.  P.  Moothart, 
Officer  of  the  Guard  ;  S.  A.  Bunker,  Adjutant.  The 
Post  has  had  a  very  prosperous  career,  and  now 
numbers  ninety  members.  Since  its  organization 
it  has  had  charge  of  the  decoration  services  on  each 
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annual  decoration  day.  It  not  only  tends  to  keep- 
ing green  the  memory  of  the  dead.  Imt  it  has  a 
watchful  care  for  tlie  living.  In  the  past  five  years 
it  has  expended  quite  a  sum  iu  aid  of  old  soldiers 
and  their  families.  Tiie  i)resent  officers  of  the  Post 
are  G.  L.  Aughey,  Commander;  I).  J.  Kiclu-llicr- 
ger,  Senior  Vice-Commander;  J.  M.  Kilgore,  .hui- 
ior  Vice-Commander;  (^eorge  W.  Black,  Chai)laiu: 
H.  Steehler,  (Quartermaster;  John  Baughmau,  .Sur- 
geon ;  W.  T.  Moothart,  Officer  of  the  Day ;  A. 
Page,  Officer  of  the  Giuird,  and  .1.  A.  Cunningham, 
Adjutant. 


Maimfiic'tiiriiisf. 

IHE  manufacturing  interests  of  Washington 
have  not  been  fostered  to  any  great  exeiit 
and  are  scarcely  equal  to  the  demand  of  the 
country-  surrounding  it.  At  present  there  is  one 
foundi'3',  two  wagon  and  carriage  manufactories, 
one  brickyard  and  tile  factorj-,  one  marble  manu- 
factory'. 

The  carriage-works  of  Ditmar  &  Co.  are  the 
most  extensive  of  any  of  the  manufacturing  inter- 
ests of  Washington.  The  business  was  established 
in  185.i  by  Isaac  Ditmar,  who  continued  until 
18()(),  when  William  Ditmar,  his  son,  took  charge  of 
the  business,  and  has  continued  at  its  head  until 
the  present  time.  In  1886  J.  K.  Kissel  became 
associated  with  Mr.  Ditmar  as  general  manager  of 


the  business.  They  now  eraploj'  about  sixteen  men 
and  turn  out  about  200  fine  carriages  and  buggies 
per  year.  Their  trade  is  rapidlj-  increasing,  and 
they  find  sales  for  tlieir  work  throughout  the  entire 
West. 

The  Washington  Brick  and  Tile  F.actorj'  is  one  of 
the  leading  enterprises  of  Washington,  and  was  es- 
tal)lishcd  in  the  summer  of  1885  bv  Frank  E.  Swift, 
who  came  from  Riverside  to  Washington  under 
contract  to  make  the  brick  for  the  court-house. 
Believing  there  was  a  good  opening  for  a  manu- 
factory in  this  place,  Mr.  Swift  erected  a  two-story 
building  60x60  feet,  which  he  has  furnished  with  a 
complete  outfit  for  tile  and  brick  manuf.acturing. 
A  3;J-horse  power  engine  supplies  the  power  for 
work.  The  factor3'  is  situated  south  of  the  ceme- 
tery. A  view  of  the  works  is  shown  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

E.  T.  Hebbener  &  Son.  marble  works,  is  another 
leading  industry  of  Washington.  The  business 
was  established  by  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  in 
1858,  and  at  present  is  the  only  institution  of  the 
kind  in  Washington  County.  In  1878  the  present 
partnership  was  formed.  Both  members  of  the 
firm  arc  practical  mari)le  cutters,  aiuf  the  work 
turned  out  by  this  establishment  will  compare  well 
with  that  of  any  similar  establishment  in  this  sec 
tion  of  the  State.  Both  member.s  of  the  firm  are 
pleasant  and  .igrceable  nit'ii,  and  endeavor  to  give 
satisfaction  to  their  patrons. 
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Crawford  Towiislii]>.' 

^^^HIS  township  comprises  all  of  township  74 
f(^§^  north,  of  range  6  west,  and  the  first  settle- 
^^Jy  nient  made  in  Washington  Count}'  was  marie 
within  its  boundaries.  Among  the  early  settlers 
of  Crawford  Towi;ship  were  Adam  Ritchie,  the  first 
settler  of  the  county ;  Matthew  Moorhead,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  Henry  Osborne,  Thomas  Baker,  the  Neals, 
Isaac  Pence,  and  Dr.  Isaac  Crawford,  in  whose 
honor  the  township  and  village  was  named.  The 
township  settled  quite  rapidly,  and  on  the  organi- 
zation of  the  countj-,  in  1839,  had  a  larger  number 
of  inhabitants  than  any  other  in  the  count}'. 

The  village  of  Crawfordsville  was  laid  out  at  an 
earlj'  da}',  and  situated  on  section  15.  Until  the 
building  of  the  various  railroads  through  Washing- 
ton and  adjoining  counties  the  town  enjoyed  a  fair 
degree  of  prosperity,  but  when  railroads  began 
to  be  built  on  all  sides  of  the  town,  its  trade  began 
to  decline,  and  many  of  its  citizens  left  the  place 
for  other  and  more  favored  localities.  It  is  now 
on  the  line  of  the  Burlington  &  Northwestern  Nar- 
row Gauge  Railway,  but  has  never  been  able  to  re- 
gain its  lost  advantages.  Surrounde(l  as  it  is  by  a 
good  agricultural  region,  it  cannot  help,  however, 
having  considerable  trade. 

The  pioneer  preachers  in  this  region  were  those 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  services  being 
held  generally  iu  the  house  of  Mr.  Moorhead.    The 


first  quarterly  meeting  of  that  denomination  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Moorhead  in  the  winter 
of  1837-38.  The  Presiding  Elder  at  that  time  was 
the  Rev.  Henry  Somers,  while  Rev.  .Joseph  Kirk- 
patrick  was  in  charge  of  the  circuit.  At  present 
there  are  three  church  organizations  in  the  village — 
The  United  Presbyterian,  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
Presbyterian.  For  many  years  the  Congregation- 
alists  had  an  organization  in  the  village,  but  it  is 
now  disbanded. 

Crawfordsville  at  the  present  time  has  a  popula- 
tion of  about  300,  with  three  general  merchandise 
establishments,  one  hardware  store,  one  drug-store, 
one  boot  and  shoe  store,  one  harness-shop  and  two 
hotels.  The  school  in  the  village  will  compare 
favorably  with  others  throughout  the  county.  In 
the  sketch  of  Dr.  Isaac  Crawford  will  be  found 
valuable  information  in  reference  to  the  village. 
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Marion  Townsbip. 


\^^  ARION  TOWNSHIP  comprises  all  of 
township  74  north,  of  range  7  west,  with 
two  tiers  of  sections  of  township  74,  range 
8  west.  Milo  Ilolcomb  was  the  first  settler 
in  the  township,  taking  a  claim  on  section  31,  and 
opening  a  store  of  general  merchandising,  in  1837. 
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In  1838,  he  built  a  sawmill  on  Crooked  Creek, 
bringing  the  machinery  from  St.  Louis  to  Burling- 
ton, b3'  boat,  and  from  there  by  wagon  to  Marion 
Township.  Mr.  Ilolcomb  was  the  first  Sherifif  of 
the  county,  and  died  in  1S42.  There  being  con- 
siderable timl)er  in  this  township,  it  was  quite 
rapidly  settled,  pioneers  believing  it  necessary  to 
settle  as  near  the  timber  as  possible. 

The  township  was  first  organized  in  1844,  when 
it  then  comprised  all  of  towr.ship  74,  range  7.  Its 
boundaries  have  been  changed  several  times  since 
its  organization,  but  it  now  comprises  the  territory 
as  above  stated.  A  village  was  laid  out  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  18  by  Jacob  Z.  Bow- 
man, in  1857,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of 
Eureka,  but  it  has  never  had  any  degree  of  prosper- 
ity. E.  C.  Noble,  a  large  land-owner,  residing  on 
section  33,  has  within  the  past  few  years  laid  out  a 
village  on  the  Burlington  <fe  Western  Koad,  to 
whish  has  bctn  given  his  name.  A  post-ortice  has 
been  established  there,  and  there  is  at  present  a 
Store,  blacksmith-shop  and  grain  elevator. 

The  township  is  well  supplied  with  church  facil- 
ities. The  Mcthuilist  Episcopal  Churcii,  of  Eureka, 
was  organized  in  September,  1849,  and  a  frame 
church  building  erected  in  1 858.  The  Baptists  have 
also  an  organization  at  Eureka,  which  was  effected 
in  1856.  A  frame  church  building  was  erected  at 
that  place  liy  this  denomination  in  1870.  Tlie 
Pleasant  Hill  Church  of  Christ  was  organized  at 
the  house  of  Richard  Moore,  about  1840.  It  has 
a  good  frame  church  building  on  section  3,  which 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  «2,000.  The  church  is  in 
a  prosperous  condition,  with  a  membership  of 
about  100.  The  Mennonites  i>ave  an  organ- 
ization and  a  church  building  on  section  20, 
which  was  erected  in  1868,  at  a  cost  of  ^1,700.  A 
churcli  was  t>rganized  in  1856.  Rev.  Benjamin 
Eieiier  lias  for  many  j'ears  been  pastor  uf  the 
church.  The  Clii'istians,  nicknamed  New-Lights, 
have  a  tloiiri>liiiig  organization  in  the  south  part  of 
the  townsiiip.  The  church  building  was  erected 
some  j-ears  since,  Jesse  Lewis  and  wife  being  liberal 
contriliiiturs  thereto. 

Beiijaniiii  lOicher  has  fur  several  years  operated  a 
I     dair}'  whicli  has  dune   iiiucli   fur  the  prosperity  of 
the  township. 


Iirig:litoii  Towusliip. 

RKillTON   TOWNSIIIl'  was  first  organized 
in  1844.      It  then   comprised   all   of   town- 
flQ)!!!  sl'ip  74,  range  8,  but  now  only   comprises 
the  western  two-thirds  of  the  townshii).     It 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settled  in  the  count}',  James 
Miller,  Seneca  Beach,  Silas  Washburn  and  Morgan 
Hart  being  the  pioneers.     The  first  settlement  was 
made  in  1837,  but  on  account  of  the  Indians  being 
in  close  proximity,  the  settlement  grew  but  slowly. 
Among  those  who  came  prior   to   18  10   were  John 
Beers,  John  Brier,  John  Lewis,  Jefferson   Gordon, 
George  Ferrier,  William  Spencer,  John  W.  Stone, 
James  S.  Erwin,  L.  J.   Washburn,  Edward   Deeds, 
Robert  C.  Riste,  S.  O.    Kirkpatrick,   W.   D.   Iloag- 
land,  Orson  Kinsman.  Thompson  Dray,  Dr.  Mallet 
and  Dr.   Horace  Carley.     The    first  death  in   the 
township  was  that  of  Dr.  Carley,  who  died    in   the 
fall  of  1839,  and  was  the  first  person  buried   in  the 
Brighton  Cemetery.     Tiie  first  marriage   was   that 
of  Orson  Kinsman  to  Hannah  Dinsmore.  in  1839. 
The  first  child  born  was  in  1838,  Virtue  A.  Milton. 
The  first  religious  services  were  held   at  the  resi- 
dence of  Seneca  Beach,  in  1839,  by  the  Rev.   Mr. 
Crill,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Eldridge 
Reed  taiight  the  first  school  in  1 840. 

Brighton  Township  as  it  now  exists  is  composed 
largely  of  timber  lands.  The  Skunk  River  enters 
tiie  township  on  section  7,  running  in  a  south- 
erly direction  to  section  19,  then  east,  passing  out 
of  the  township  on  section  23.  Good  building 
stone  is  found  in  abundance  in  this  township. 
Coal  has  been  discovered  but  not  in  sullicicnt 
(luantity  to  p.ay  for  its  working. 

THE  CITY  OF  r.uiiiirroN. 

The  original  town  of  Brighton  was  laid  out  in 
1840  by  Orson  Kinsman  and  Thompson  Dray,  and 
is  situated  on  section  31,  township  74,  range  8. 
The  location  is  an  excellent  one,  and  the  town,  like 
all  others  in  the  West,  has  had  its  seasons  of  pros- 
perity and  seasons  of  adversity,  John  Lewis  was 
the  first  merchant  in  the  place,  opening  a  stock  of 
goods  in  a  h)g  building,  10x20,  in  1839.  Mr. 
Lewis  was  also  the  first  Postmaster  of  the    place. 

The  city  of  Brighton  is  well  siqiplied  with  rail- 
road facilities,  having  the  Southwestern  branch  of 
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the  Chicago,  Rook  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad,  the 
Oskaloosa  branch  of  the  Central  Iowa,  which  runs 
from  Oskaloosa  to  Peoria,  IL.,  and  the  Burlington 
&  Western,  which  runs  from  Burlington  to  Oska- 
loosa. The  town  is  surrounded  by  as  fine  an  agri- 
cultural countrj'  as  will  be  seen  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  and  therefore,  is  a  good  trading  point. 
Every  branch  of  business  is  well  represented  in  the 
place,  the  merchants  carrying  a  fine  line  of  goods. 
The  schools  of  the  place  have  the  reputation  of 
being  second  to  none  in  this  vicinity.  The  first 
school,  as  already  stated,  was  held  in  1840,  while 
the  first  school-house  was  erected  in  1841.  A.  II. 
Waterhouse  is  the  present  Principal  of  the  public 
schools. 

The  religious  interests  of  the  place  are  repre- 
sented by  the  Baptist,  Congregational,  United 
Presbyterians,  Christian,  Catholics  and  Methodists, 
each  of  which  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
aiasons,  Odd  Fellows  and  the  G.  A.  R.  each  have 
good  organizations. 

George  Logan  Post  No.  363,  G.  A.  R.,  was  or- 
ganized Sept.  20,  1884,  with  the  following-named 
officers:  L.  J.  Washburn,  Cora.;  H.  A.  Webber,  S. 
V.  C;  W;  II.  McCoy,  .J.  V.  C;  H.  B.  Jordan, 
Chap.;  T.  L.  Emery,  Surg.;  J.  B.  Dey,  Q.  M. ;  W. 
T.  Israel,  O.  D.;  W.  Draper,  O.  S. ;  S.  H.  Hamilton, 
Adj. ;  P.  Huston,  S.  M. ;  P.  Nott,  Q.  M.  S.  The 
post  has  had  a  very  successful  career  and  has  a 
present  membership  of  forty-three,  with  the  follow- 
ing-named officers:  S.  E.  Woodford,  Com.;  II.  B. 
Jordan,  S.  V.  C;  S.  A.  Hamilton,  J.  V.  C;  J.  B. 
Dey,  Q.  M. ;  R.  B.  Funston,  Surg. ;  John  Hooton, 
Chap. ;  C.  II.  Cooper,  O.  D. ;  William  Draper,  O.  G. ; 
S.  H.  Prizer,  Adj. ;  R.  G.  McChesney,  Q.  M. ;  T.  P. 
Pierce,  Q.  M.  S.  Much  good  has  been  done  by  the 
post  in  the  relief  of  those  in  distress,  and  annually, 
as  a  body,  it  takes  charge  of  the  exercises  com- 
memorative of  the  dead  comrades,  decorating  their 
graves  with  beautiful  flowers,  and  dropping  a  tear 
to  their  memory. 

The  newspaper  press  is  represented  by  the 
Brighton  Enterprise  and  the  Brighton  JSfrM's,  both 
of  which  are  creditable  sheets  and  ,in  honor  to  the 
place.  A  sketch  of  each  will  be  found  under  the 
head  of  "The  Press." 

4'  


Clay  Township. 

LAY  TOWNSHIP  comprises  all  of  township 
74  north,  of  range  'J  west,  lying  south  of 
Skunk  River,  and  has  a  smaller  area  than 
an^'  other  township  in  the  county.  Agriculturally, 
it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  is  well  improved, 
and  numbers  among  its  citizens  some  of  the  best 
families  in  all  this  region.  The  first  settlement  of 
the  township  was  made  in  1839.  Among  those 
settling  here  in  that  year  were  Ellis  Walters,  Moses 
Haskins,  Sr.,  Moses  Haskins,  Jr.,  Richard  Disney, 
Robert  McCarty  and  H.  T.  Pringle.  Others  came 
in  from  time  to  time,  and  soon  every  available 
acre  of  land  was  entered.  The  first  marriage  that 
occurred  was  that  of  Ellis  Walters  and  Elizabeth  J. 
Edwards,  July  1,  1840,  Orson  Kinsman,  Esq.,  offici- 
ating. The  first  birth  was  that  of  William  Dinsbury, 
born  Sept.  25,  1840,  and  son  of  Richard  and  Mary 
A.  Dinsbury.  The  first  physician  practicing  in 
Clay  Township  was  Dr.  Van  Pelt,  from  Indiana. 
The  first  religious  services  were  held  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Crill  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  An  or- 
ganization was  effected  by  Mr.  Crill,  about  1839  or 
1840,  which  comprised  the  nucleus  of  the  present 
Black  Hawk  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  which  has 
a  house  of  worship  on  section  22,  which  was  erected 
in  1862.  The  Congregationalists  began  to  hold 
services  in  this  township  as  early  as  1841,  Rev.  Mr. 
Burnham  officiating.  In  1842,  an  organization 
was  effected  by  this  denomination,  which  is  yet  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  with  a  good  house  of  wor- 
ship, and  a  membership  of  about  100.  A  post- 
oftlce  was  located  in  this  township,  under  the  name 
of  Clay,  at  a  very  early  date.  It  is  still  in  existence 
and  is  now  kept  at  Clay  station,  on  the  Central 
Iowa  Railroad.  Henry  Morgan  is  the  present  Post- 
master. 


Dutcli  Creek  Towiisliiy. 

L^^^HIS  township  comprises  all  of  township 
/jf^SN  75,  range  9  west,  and  that  part  of  township 
'^^^  74,  range  9,  lying  north  of  the  Skunk  River. 
The  first  settlement  in  Dutch  Creek  Township  was 
made  by   Michael  Augustine  in  1838.     Not  long 
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after  came  Conrad  Temple,  Mr.  Jtinkiiis,  David 
Sikes  and  David  Bunker.  The  first  school  was 
tivuglit  by  a  Mr.  H:\rker.  The  first  school-house 
built  was  a  log  cabin  on  Dutch  creek,  and  the  sec- 
ond was  one  built  on  the  laud  owned  l)y  John 
lams,  wlio  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The 
first  sawmill  was  built  by  Mr.  Place,  ;iinl  llie  first 
gristmill  by  Mr.  McMartiii.  Before  tills  the  far- 
mers were  compelled  to  go  long  distances  to  mill, 
sometimes  taking  them  several  weeks.  The  first 
sermons  were  preached  by  Jose))!)  Kirki)atrick.  a 
well-known  Methodist  minister. 

Dutch  Creek  Townshii)  is  well  supplied  with 
timber  and  water,  and  is  populated  by  an  indus- 
trious class  of  citizens.  It  received  its  name  from 
Dutch  Creek,  a  stream  which  flows  south  through 
the  center  of  the  township,  finally  emptying  into 
the  Skunk  River.  As  yet  no  railroad  has  entered 
within  its  boundaries.  It  has  several  times  voted 
in  favor  of  granting  aid  to  the  construction  of 
railways,  but  each  time  has  been  outbid  b^'  other 
places  and  failed  to  secure  the  road. 

The  village  of  Paris  is  situated  on  the  northwest 
quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  32, 
township  75,  range  9.  It  was  laid  out  in  July, 
184G,  by  Elcazer  Kinkade.  It  does  a  small  amount 
of  trading.     The  name  of  the  post-ottice  is  \'alle_v. 

A  post-office  is  located  in  the  northeast  part  of 
section  27,  and  here  is  also  located  the  small  village 
of  Dublin,  consisting  of  two  general  stores,  a  black- 
smith-shop and  creamery.  Postal  privileges  for 
those  living  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town- 
ship are  found  at  (Jrace  Hill,  Franklin,  and  ftir 
those  in  the  north  part,  at  West  Chester. 

The  Pleasant  Vallej-  Congregation  of  United 
Presbj'terians  was  organized  in  1.S48.  In  1856  a 
frame  church  building  was  erected,  costing  $2,168. 
Rev.  John  Tate  and  Rev.  John  Lackey  have  been 
at  different  times  its  jjastors. 

Dutch  Creek  Township  has  many  excellent  peo- 
ple, and  some  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 
Among  the  representative  |)eople  may  be  men- 
tioned W.  W.  Wells,  Eli  Humphrey,  Robert  Mc- 
Caleb,  A.  J.  Smith,  Benjamin  ."^mith,  D.  A.  Boyer, 
J.  F.  Blickensdcrfer,  W.  M.  Abraham,  Hugh  Logan, 
Robert  G.  Hunter,  W.  J.  Sturgeon,  James  Taylor 
and  W.  H.  Shaffer. 


*^)»^4^ 


Fraukliii   Township. 

RANKLIN  TOWNSHIP  consists  of  all  of 
township  75  north,  of  range  H  west,  with 
the  exception  of  that  porti(m  lying  north 
and  east  of  Crooked  Creek,  but  has  added  to  it  all 
of  township  70,  range  8  west,  lying  south  of 
Crooked  Creek,  and  that  portion  of  township  75, 
range  7,  lying  west  of  Crooked  Creek.  The  town- 
ship was  originally  included  within  that  of  Cedar, 
but  was  detached  from  the  latter  in  1854.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  Washington  County, 
anil  although  not  settled  as  early  as  some  others, 
will  compare  favorably  with  any.  Among  the  - 
most  prosperous  farmers  in  the  township  may  be 
mentioned  Elias  and  George  W.  Griffith,  T.  E. 
Johnston,  A.  ^I.  Ilowck,  James  Stephenson,  Jo- 
seph Scranton,  W.  II.  Young,  Joseph  Badger,  John 
G.  Stewart  and  James  Eckles.  Many  of  the  farms 
comprise  more  than  a  half-section  of  land,  and  all 
are  well  improved,  the  dwelling-houses  and  barns 
being  of  the  better  class. 

Two  villages  have  been  laid  out  in  this  town- 
ship, (irace  Hill,  located  on  section  31,  on  the  west 
line  of  the  township,  affords  postal  and  trading 
facilities  for  the  people  in  the  western  part  of 
Franklin  and  the  eastern  part  of  Dutch  Creek 
Townships.  The  Moravians  have  a  church  at  this 
point.  West  Chester  is  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  i^-  Pacific  HaiUuad,  and  is  located  on 
section  31,  townshii)  7(1,  range  .s.  It  has  two  gen- 
eral stores,  one  lumber-yard,  one  blacksniilh-shop 
and  an  elevator.  There  are  three  church  buildings 
and  a  ver^-  creditable  school  building  in  the  place. 

The  Moravian  Church  at  Gr.ace  Hill  was  organ- 
ized in  18G(').  In  the  spring  of  1854,  Amos  Miksch, 
Nicholas  Engel,  Otto  Krakew  and  Eli  Herbaugh, 
with  their  families,  came  from  Ohio  anil  settled  in 
that  vicinity.  Services  were  first  held  in  an  old 
school-house  on  Indian  Creek.  Eighty  acres  of 
land  were  ]iurchased  by  the  l)rethren  with  a  view 
}  of  establishing  a  mission  at  this  point.  Rev.  Hiram 
Meiers  was  sent  from  Ohio  to  Ud^e  charge  of  this, 
mission  and  open  a  school.  He  only  remained 
four  months,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  fall  of  1855 
by  Rev.  Martin  Ilauser,  from  Illinois.  From  time 
to  time  others  of  like  faith  moved  to  the  vicinity, 
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and  as  stated,  a  church  was  organized  in  1866,  and 
in  1868  a  house  of  worship  and  parsonage  were 
erected.  The  church  is  now  in  a  tlourishing  con- 
dition. 


Wjishiiigton    Townsliip. 

'AlE  history  ofj^this][township  is  [connected 
with  tliat  of  the  city,  to  which  the  reader's 
attention  is  called.  The  township  outside 
the  city  is  well  adapted  to  fanning  purposes,  and 
numbers  among  its  citizens  some  of  the  Lest  far- 
mers in  the  eount3'.  Tlie  improvements  are  all  of 
the  better  class. 


*♦ — ■ 


Oregou  Tov«isliip. 

OREGON  TOWNSHIP  is  number  75  north, 
range  6  west,  and  was  originally  a  ])art  of 
Crawford  Township,  but  in  1847  was  erected 
into  a  separate  township,  and  named  Oregon.  The 
first  settler  was  David  Goble,  who  witli  his  family 
of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  accompanied 
by  a  young  man  named  Sweet,  settled  on  section 
28,  in  1837.  His  cabin  was  the  first  erected  in 
Oregon,  and  was  superseded  by  a  double  log 
house,  which  stood  for  many  years,  and  was  in  its 
day  a  noted  building.  Goble  was  soon  followed 
by  others,  and  the  onward  march  of  the  township 
to  prosperity  was  fairly  begun.  At  this  time 
Crawford  was  in  Slaughter  Countj%  and  the  now 
almost  forgotten  village  of  Astoria,  near  which 
was  Mr.  Goble's  claim,  was  selected  as  the  connty 
seat.  The  first  court  held  in  tiie  county  was  in 
the  Goble  "  mansion." 

Astoria  was  laid  out  in  1837  by  three  residents 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  named  Hill,  Hughes  and  Ran- 
dolph, who  had  hoped  to  "  boom  "  the  place,  as  it 
would  be  called  in  these  modern  days,  but  the  re- 
moval of  the  county  seat  to  Washington  killed  the 
incipient  speculation,  and  Astoria  never  recovered 
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from  the  shock.  It  had  at  one  time  a  store  and 
post-oflBce,  but  both  were  soon  removed.  David 
Goble,  the  first  settler,  removed  to  Kansas,  whore 
he  died.  Two  of  his  sons  remained,  however,  and 
their  descendants  are  yet  living  here. 

In  1848  the  first  election  was  held  in  the  town- 
ship, and  Trustees,  Clerk  and  Assessor  chosen. 
The  incumbent  of  the  latter  office,  J.  L.  L.  Terry, 
was  also  appointed  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
the  township.  Oregon  was  fortunate  in  getting 
earlj'  railroad  communications,  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  cfe  Pacific  going  through  there  in  1858. 

AINSWOBTH. 

The  village  of  Ainsworth  was  laid  out  in  1858 
by  D.  H.  Ainsworth,  from  whom  it  took  its  name. 
Although  the  great  expectations  of  its  founder 
were  never  fully  realized,  the  place  has  had  a 
steady  if  somewhat  slow  growth,  and  is  now  quite 
a  prosperous  village.  Two  fires  have  devastated 
it,  but  its  enterprising  citizens  have  at  once  rebuilt. 

The  religious  interests  of  the  place  have  always 
been  carefully  guarded.  At  present  there  are  four 
organizations — the  United  Brethren  in  Christ, 
United  Presb}'terians,  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
Baptist. 

The  United  Brethren  Church  was  organized  in 
1860,  and  in  1864  a  church  edifice  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $900  and  located  about  half  a  mile  west  of 
Ainsworth.  In  the  fall  of  1885  the  building  was 
moved  into  the  town  of  Ainsworth,  and  now,  much 
enlarged  and  otherwise  improved,  stands  on  a  site 
directly  opposite  the  Baptist  Church.  A  very 
comfortable  parsonage  adjoins  the  church  edifice. 
The  present  membership  is  about  fifty.  Rev.  D. 
Jliller  is  the  pastor. 

The  Ainsworth  United  Presbyterian  Church  was 
organized  April  25,  1864,  by  Rev.  Alex  Story. 
Robert  Ilamil,  deceased,  and  AV.  H.  Livingston 
were  the  first  Elders.  During  1865  the  congrega- 
tion erected  a  frame  building,  which  was  dedicated 
the  following  year  by  Dr.  Doig,  the  then  pastor. 
In  1873,  this  building  having  become  too  small  for 
the  congregation,  was  sold  and  a  new  one  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $3,500.  It  was  dedicated  the  s.ame 
year  by  Rev.  N.  H.  Brown,  who  was  the  pastor  then 
and  until  January-,  1887,  when  he  resigned  and  ac- 
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cepted  a  charge  at  Coin,  Page  Co.,  Iowa  The 
new  building  was  badly  domulislied  and  turned 
complete!}'  around  in  a  c^'clone  which  struck  Ains- 
worth  on  a  Sabbath  afternoon.  At  ei)nsiderable 
expense  the  churcii  was  Ihoruughl}'  repaired.  Tliere 
is  at  present  no  regular  pastor. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized 
in  185'J.  William  A.  \\'atson  was  the  first  jiaslor. 
For  some  3'ears  they  used  the  school-house  north  of 
town,  and  later  the  United  Brethren  Ciiurch  as  a 
place  of  worship.  About  ltt73  the}'  purchased  the 
building  then  used  by  the  United  Presbyterians  and 
used  that  until  liScS;5,  when  it  was  removed,  and  on 
the  site  a  beautiful  structure  was  erected,  and  dedi- 
cated the  same  year  by  Chaplain  McCabe.  The 
church  is,  and  always  h:is  been,  in  a  most  nourish- 
ing condition.  In  the  same  year  a  neat  parsonage 
was  built  adjoining  the  church.  At  the  present 
time  Kev.  J.  C.  Kendrick  is  the  pastor. 

The  Baptists  organized  a  church  here  in  18G8. 
The  first  minister  was  A.  \V.  Sutton.  Chiefly 
through  the  efforts  of  Elder  .1.  M.  Wood,  the  pres- 
ent fine  large  frame  structure  was  erected  in  1876. 
The  church  has  changed  ministers  a  number  of 
times,  and  at  present  writing  is  without  a  pastor. 
Large  numbers  of  the  former  members  have  emi- 
grated to  Kansas  and  other  States,  and  there  are 
not  sulHcient  new-comers  to  keep  up  the  member- 
ship to  its  once  high  standard.  The  church,  how- 
ever, is  zealous  is  all  good  works,  and  it  needs  but 
a  man  of  enterprise  to  build  up  a  large  congrega- 
tion. 

OrientLodgeNo.  365,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  w.as  organ- 
ized Dec.  9, 1  875  ;  D.  McSweencj-  was  the  first  W. 
M. ;  R.  S.  Matthews,  S.  W. ;  L.  L.  Hough,  J.  W.  The 
lodge  is,  and  always  has  been  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition.  The}'  have  initiated  some  fort}'  or 
more  tnembers.  A  room  in  the  third  story  of  the 
Wickham  House  is  at  present  used  for  a  lodge 
room. 

Anollier  institution  of  the  place  is  its  graded 
school,  which  occupies  a  fine  brick  structure,  and 
is  divided  into  several  departments,  all  under  the 
supcrintendeiicy  of  Prof.  A.  E.  Spalding,  an  educa- 
tor of  acknowledged  superior  ability.  This  school 
is  equal  to  any  in  the  county. 

The  development  of  both  town  and  township  lias 
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been  normal  and  steady ;  its  lands  are  fertile,    and 
its  people  prosperous  and  happy. 

The  Ainsworth  CU})j)er  office  is  a  model  country 
office,  and  turns  out  a  superior  class  of  work. 


Hi^lilaiid  Tuwu.sliip. 

lyZ^^IGHLAND  TOWNSHIP,  which  comprises 
1^  all  of  township  7il  north,  of  range  G  west 
was  formed  out  of  Iowa  Township  in 
1854.  The  first  settlement  was  made  by 
John  Clark,  who  located  on  section  7,  in  1840. 
Clark  was  a. native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  came  to 
Iowa  from  Indiana.  A.  D.  Liming  came  in  1841 
and  settled  on  section  18,  being  the  second  settler 
in  what  is  now  Highland.  Mrs.  Liming  died  in 
1844,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  to  die 
in  the  township.  John  Forbes  came  in  shortly  af- 
ter Mr.  Liming,  and  settled  on  section  17.  In  the 
winter  of  184.'5-44  the  first  sermon  in  the  township 
was  preached  at  his  house,  by  Rev.  F.  R.  S.  Byrd, 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Isaac  McG ruder, 
William  Wallace,  Moses  Lane,  John  A.  Brewer, 
Amos  Brewer,  Solomon  Albaugh,  D.  C.  Smelser,  E. 
W.  Marshall,  J.  F.  Litsey,  Lot  Owen  and  John 
Tompkins  were  also  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Highland  Township.  In  1845,  John  Parks  and 
Elizabeth  Wallace  were  united  in  marriage,  and 
during  the  same  year  Eli  Wallace  and  Margaret 
McGruder  were  married.  The  ceremony  in  each 
case  was  performed  by  Rev.  John  Hayden,  and 
these  marriages  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  first 
in  the  township.  In  1848,  Davis  Creek  post-office 
was  established  on  section  5,  with  C.  G.  Maynard 
as  Postmaster.  Dairy  post-oHice  was  established  in 
1854,  on  section  28,  R.  Prettyman  being  the  first 
Postmaster.  White  Ash  post-office  was  established 
some  years  afterward  on  section  1.  John  Tomp- 
kins, son  of  John  and  C.alherine  Tompkins,  w.as  the 
first  born  in  the  township. 

Highland  Township  being  iirincipally  prairie  land, 
did  not  settle  very  rapidly  in  the  beginning,  but  in 
1850,  a  strong  emigration  set  in,  so  that  in  1854 
it  w.as  organized  into  a  civil  township.  The  land 
is  of  the  best,  and  a  good  class  of  citizens  first  set- 
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tied  there,  the  greater  number  being  of  American 
l)irlh.  In  the  last  few  years,  the  Bohemians  have 
come  into  the  township  in  large  numbers,  and  at 
present  writing  it  is  about  equally  divided  between 
Bohemians  and  those  of  all  other  nationalities.  • 

In  185.5,  the  town  of  Harrisbnrg  was  laid  out  on 
■  section  1 4,  bj'  Joseph  Burris,  who  bought  a  large 
amount  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  A 
number  of  lots  were  disposed  ofj  and  it  was  sup- 
posed at  one  time  that  Harrisbnrg  had  a  bright 
future  before  it,  but  in  consequence  of  the  financial 
failure  of  Mr.  Burris,  the  prosperity  of  Harrisbnrg 
was  checked.  To-day  there  is  no  sign  of  the 
village. 

The  Baptists  organized  a  church,  known  as  the 
Davis  Creek  Baptist  Church,  at  an  early  day,  and 
in  1858  a  frame  church  building  was  erected  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  11.  In  1870,  what 
is  known  as  the  East  Prairie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  organized,  and  in  May,  1876,  tlie 
organization  bought  the  East  Prairie  school-house, 
located  on  section  8,  and  fitted  it  up  for  a  place  of 
worship.  The  Bohemians  are  principally  Catholics, 
and  worship  in  Riverside. 

The  Fairview  Cumberland  Presbj^terian  Church, 
in  Highland  Township,  was  organized  Dec.  11, 
1876.  Its  first  projectors  were  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Davidson,  and  it  was  through  their  earnest 
efforts  the  congregation  was  organized  and  a  church 
built.  This  worth}'  couple  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  they  were .  members  of  the  Sandy 
Creek  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
Thomas  Davidson  had  been  ordained  a  Ruling 
Elder.  Finding  no  congregation  of  their  choice 
here  they  deposited  their  letters  for  a  time  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  learning  of  a  Cumberland 
Church  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  of  which 
Rev.  R.  A.  Ferguson  was  pastor,  the}'  invited  him 
to  visit  them  and  preach  in  the  Fairview  school- 
house,  which  he  did  several  times. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  withdrew  their  letters 
and  deposited  them  with  the  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
of  which  they  remained  members  until  1876.  In 
this  year,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Davidson  and 
his  estimable  wife,  the  Church  was  organized. 
Rev.  E.  J.  Nugent  preached  a  sermon  from  Psalms 
xlviii:  12,  13  and  14;  the  following  were  received : 


Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Davidson  and  their  children, 
Archibald  and  Sarah,  by  letter;  Peter  Range,  J. 
T.  Walker,  Elizabeth  Walker,  Samuel  Anderson 
and  Mary  Anderson,  b}'  experience.  The  name  of 
Fairview  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  was 
adopted,  and  Thomas  and  Archibald  Davidson 
elected  Ruling  Elders.  Until  1880,  services  were 
held  in  tlie  Fairview  school-house,  but  Thomas 
Davidson  gave  three-quarters  of  an  .acre  of  ground 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  section  7,  and  a  frame 
building  26x36  feet  was  erected,  in  which  the  con- 
gregation still  worships,  and  the  guiding  spirits  of 
which  are  still  the  Davidsons,  father  and  son. 

Jacksou   Township. 

VT/ACKSON  TOWNSHIP  comprises  all  of 
township  76  north,  range  7  west,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Highland,  on  the 
(^^  west  by  Cedar,  on  the  south  by  Washing- 
ton, and  on  the  north  by  English  River  and  Iowa 
Townships.  No  finer  body  of  land  can  be  found 
in  the  State  of  Iowa  than  that  comprising  J.ackson 
Township.  It  w.as  one  of  the  last  settled  in  the 
count}',  and  is  composed  chiefly  of  undulating 
prairies,  with  but  few  small  streams.  The  land  is 
of  good  quality,  very  productive,  and  the  improve- 
ments in  the  township  are  of  a  superior  order.  A 
man  by  the  name  of  Lemon  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  first  settler,  locating  on  Goose  Creek,  near 
the  east  line  of  the  township,  in  1843.  Among 
other  early  settlers  were  Henry  Rathmcll,  W.  J. 
Stedman,  William  Rownd,  David  Donaldson,  J.  M. 
Meek,  and  the  .  Glasgows.  In  the  township  are 
three  churches — Presbyterian,  United  Presbyterian 
and  Methodist.  The  Grand  Prairie  Church  was 
organized  in  1859,  and  in  1867  a  house  of  worship 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.'  The  Pleasant 
Plains  Meth(}dist  Episcopal  Church  w.as  organized 
in  August,  1862,  and  a  frame  church  wiis  erected 
in  1863  at  a  cost  of  $2,300.  The  United  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Jackson  Township  was  organized 
April  15.  1868,  and  was  composed  of  those  who 
had  formerly  been  members  of  the  United  Presliy- 
terian  Church  of  Washington.    A  house  of  worship 
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was  erected  tbe  same  year,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000. 
The  nortliern  part  of  the  township  is  now  settled 
principally  by  Uoheniians,  while  the  southern  part 
is  principally  American. 

Hon  A.  Pearson,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
the  township,  once  represented  the  county  in  the 
Legislature. 


Cetlsir  Township. 

^^  KDAU  TOWNSHIP  comprises  all  of  town- 
(|(  ^!^  ship  7(i,  range  8,  north  of  Crooked  Creek. 
^^^'  The  first  person  who  came  here  for  the'ijur- 
pose  of  settlement  was  Calvin  Craven,  in  \^3[). 
He  did  not  remain  at  that  time,  however,  but  re- 
turned in  the  following  year  and  made  a  perma- 
nent settlement.  While  he  was  absent  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Duke  took  a  claim  and  commenced  to 
improve  it,  but  on  Mr.  Craven's  return  sold  it  to 
him.  Among  other  early  settlers  were  William 
Myers.  William  Dusenberr3',  Lenox  IJayton  and 
William  llinkstnn.  The  first  marriage  in  the  town- 
ship was  that  of  Newton  Smith  and  Nancy  Young, 
the  lirst  child  born  was  that  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth liinkstoii,  and  the  fii'sl  death  was  that  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hinkston,  who  was  buiied  in  the  Patter- 
son  cemetery.  The  first  religious  services  were 
usually'  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  A3-ers,  Rev.  H. 
Johnson,  a  Baptist  minister,  being  the  first  preachei'. 
The  first  school  was  a  subscription  school,  taught 
by  Harvey  Craven,  in  l«-i;j.  It  was  taught  in  a 
log  cabin  on  section  2'J,  numbering  fifteen  pupils. 
Tbe  first  school- house  was  erected  in  1K44,  on  sec- 
tion 28. 

The  town  of  Lexington,  located  on  section  8, 
was  laid  out  in  April,  1 «();'),  bj'  M.  IJ.  Storey.  The 
Baptist  Church  of  Lexington  was  organized  in 
18G8,  and  a  frame  cliureh  building  was  erected  the 
same  year,  at  a  cost  of  ^700.  Its  present  member- 
ship is  ninety -six.  The  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  in  1873,  at  which  time  it  had  eight 
members,  and  that  year  they  erected  a  frame 
church  building  which  cost  §2,250.  It  was  dedi- 
cated by  Rev.  Mr.  Kendig  on  the  (ith  of  .September 
of  the  same  3'ear. 

Cedar  Township  is  one  of  the  best  in   Washing- 


ton County,  its  farms  all  being  well  improved  and 
presenting  evidence  of  thrift.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative men  residing  here  are  B.  F.  Brown,  B.  F. 
Tipton,  Robert  H.  Fulton,  James  G.  Burhara.  W. 
J.  Hamilton,  J.  B.  Young,  and  others.  The  two 
first  named  represented  the  county  in  the  State 
Legislature. 

■:>     :@:     <V 

Sevcuty-Six   Township. 

=^IIIS  township  comprises  all  of  township  7(i, 
range  I),  and  was  one  of  the  last  townships 
in  the  county  to  be  settled,  though  one  or 
two  settlers  came  ip  at  a  very  earl}'  day.  Charles 
I'atterson,  from  Maryland,  took  a  claim  on  section 
23  in  183'J,  and  Mr.  ^'ina,  on  section  24  in  1840. 
\\'illiam  S.  Hamilton  and  James  Bartleson  came  in 
1852  and  made  the  first  prairie  claims.  Among 
other  enrly  settlors  of  the  township  were  John  Ej'e- 
stone,  Willi.im  G.  Stewart,  John  Battersou  and 
.lackson  Batterson. 

Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  township  a  part 
of  it  was  attached  to  Dutch  Creek  and  a  part  to 
Lime  Creek  Townships.  It  was  organized  in  1856, 
the  first  election  taking  place  at  the  house  of  John 
C.Taylor.  The  first  Township  Trustees  were  David 
E.  Brooks.  John  S.  Melvin  and  Samuel  Mathers. 
William  S.  Hamilton  was  the  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  James  H.  Sargent  was  the  first  Township 
Clerk,  and  James  Gardner  the  first  Assessor. 

The  first  birth  in  the  township  was  that  of 
Charles  Stewart,  son  of  William  G.  Stewart  and 
Hannah  Stewart,  in  1848.  The  first  death  oc- 
curred in  1800,  a  son  of  John  Batterson.  The 
first  school-house  was  built  on  the  northe.ast  cor- 
ner of  section  14  in  IStiO. 

There  is  neither. village  nor  post-otUce  within  tlie 
boundaries  of  the  township.  The  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  passes  through  the  south- 
ern tier  of  sections  from  east  to  west.  The  village 
of  Keota,  in  Keokuk  County,  and  West  Chester, 
in  Franklin  Township,  \Vashington  County,  afford 
markets  for  the  families  of  this  township.  The 
United  Presbyterians  and  the  United  Brethren 
have  each  Church  organizations  in  the  townshij). 

It  will  be  dillicult  to  find  a  better  township  than 
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>\Sevent3'-Six,  and  where  there  is  a  better  class  of 
improvements.  Among  the  best  farmers  in  the 
township  may  be  mentioned  William  Poston,  J.  II. 
Romine,  J.  W.  Eyestone,  William  S.  Hamilton  and 
W.  H.  Dayton.  A  fine  view  of  Mr.  p:yestone's 
residence  is  fjiven  in  this  work. 


Lime   Creek    Towusliip. 

<|?  IME  CREEK  TOWNSHIP  comprises  all  of 
I  ((3)  township  77  north,  of  range  9  west,  and 
jjL-^  the  west  half  of  township  77  north,  of 
range  8  west.  It  was  first  settled  in  1839,  and 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  township  were  Will- 
iam Davidson,  David  McFarland,  M.  Hull,  W.  L. 
Hewett,  James  Waters,  M.  D.,  Benjamin  Parker, 
S.  C.  Waters,  Isaac  Leighton  and  Joseph  Wasson. 
In  1840  Lime  Creek  Precinct  was  formed,  and  in 
1844  it  w.as  organized  as  a  civil  township.  Dr. 
James  AVaters  was  the  first  physician  who  practiced 
in  this  part  of  the  county.  Warthan  McFarland 
was  one  of  the  first  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
1841  solemnized  the  first  marriage,  the  contracting 
parties  being  Philip  Hines  and  Susan  Gillam.  The 
first  birth  was  that  of  Elizabeth  McDovvell,  and 
the  first  death  was  that  of  Mrs.  Squires.  Rev.  Mr. 
Nichols,  a  Presbyterian,  preached  the  first  sermon, 
in  the  house  of  Joseph  Wasson.  The  first  school 
was  in  the  winter  of  1843-44,  Nancy  Pinkerton 
being  the  teacher. 

Four  villages  have  been  laid  out  within  the  limits 
of  Lime  Creek  Township — Wasson ville,  Dayton, 
Wellman  and  Nira.  In  aildition  there  is  a  settle- 
ment known  as  Pilotsburg. 

The  town  of  Wassonville  was  laid  out  in  March, 
1848,  on  section  12,  township  77,  range  9.  This 
village  was  on  the  route  from  Iowa  Citj'  to  Oska- 
loosa.  For  some  years  there  was  a  good  mill  loca- 
ted there  and  considerable  trading  was  done. 
While  Lime  Creek  politically  was  strongly  Demo- 
cratic, W.'issonville  was  known  as  one  of  the  sta- 
tions on  the  "Underground  Railroad."  To-day 
there  is  but  little  to  show  of  the  existence  of  the 
vill.age. 

In  October,  1854,  the  town  of  Dayton   was    laid 
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out  on  section  1 8,  and  for  some  years  was  a  pros- 
perous little  village,  but  being  left  within  aliout 
two  miles  of  the  railroad,  on  the  first  signal  given 
by  the  steam  engine  the  town  began  to  decay. 
Like  Wassonville,  its  glory  has  departed. 

The  town  of  Wellman  is  situated  on  the  line  of 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad, 
and  was  laid  out  in  1879  on  section  24,  township 
77,  range  9.  It  is  a  thriving  little  village,  and  at 
present  has  a  population  of  about  400.  On  tne 
3d  of  Septembei',  1885,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Washington  County  praying 
that  a  commission  might  be  appointed  and  an  elec- 
tion held  for  or  against  incorporating  the  village. 
The  praj'er  of  the  petitioners  was  granted  and  an 
election  was  held  Oct.  23,  1885,  at  which  time  a 
majority  of  the  voters  cast  their  ballots  for  incor- 
poration. On  the  3d  of  December,  1885,  an  elec- 
tion for  oflicers  was  held.  T.  J.  Allen  was  elected 
Mayor;  D.  F.  Kirkpatrick,  Recorder;  B.  W.Nicola, 
J.  L.  Matthews,  T.  H.  Smith,  Henry  Longwell, 
James  Wisner  and  Lewis  King,  Councilmen. 
These  officers  were  elected  to  serve  until  the  regu- 
lar annual  election  in  March,  1886.  At  that  elec- 
tion T.  J.  Allen  was  re-elected  Mayor  and  is  the 
incumbent.  Tiie  village  has  had  a  steady  growth 
since  the  beginning,  and  to-day  is  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  with  nearly  all  trades  and  professions 
represented. 

A  flourishing  C  A.  R.  Post  was  organized  Nov. 
30,  1882,  by  Charles  Fish,  of  Newton,  Iowa,  Spec- 
ial Mustering  Officer  for  the  Department  of  Iowa. 
The  post  commenced  operations  with  twenty-four 
charter  members;  up  to  the  present  time  it  has  en- 
rolled sixty-six,  and  now  has  an  actual  membership 
of  forty-six.  Two  of  their  number  have  since 
died,  William  Rickey  and  Thomas  Moore,  and 
eighteen  have  moved  to  other  parts.  The  organi- 
zation has  paid  out  a  large  amount  of  monej'  in 
charily,  and  for  the  relief  of  suffering  comrades. 
At  a  special  meeting  held  Dee.  9,  1882,  the  post 
was  given  the  name  of  the  Ed  Hamlin  Post  No. 
112,  G.  A.  R.  Its  first  officers  were  J.  A.  Riggen, 
Commander;  J.  L.  Matthews,  Senior  Vice-Com- 
mander; E.  Bradford,  Junior  Vice-Commander; 
J.  W.  Gemmel,  Quartermaster;  J.  W.  Wait,  Sur- 
geon; T.  P.  McReynoLis,    J.  K.  Saunders,  Officers 
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of  the  Day;  A.  Liiubny,  Oflicor  of  the  fJuard.  A 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  an  auxiliary  to  the  G.  A.  K., 
was  organized  in  November,  1886,  with  sixteen 
charter  members.  It  is  iiiso  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  woriiing  harmoniously-. 

The  village  of  Nira  is  located  on  sections  1!)  and 
30,  townshiii  77,  range  0  west,  and  is  a  station  on 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  it  Northern  Railway. 
Some  dillicult^'  was  experienced  in  getting  the  rail- 
road to  make  a  station  at  this  point,  but  by  the 
citizens  building  a  depot,  and  donating  two  acres 
of  land  for  side  tracks,  the  road  linally  consented 
to  make  a  station  here.  To  J.  II.  Lewis  and  I.  N. 
Carr.  the  farmers  of  this  vicinit}'  are  indebted  for 
the  privilege  the3'  now  enjoy.  Mr.  Carr  erected  a 
two-story  store  building  which  is  now  rented.  The 
village  Is  represented  b}'  one  general  merchandise 
establishment,  one  hardware  store,  and  a  cheese 
factor}',  while  two  men  are  constantly'  in  the  mar- 
ket for  the  purchase  and  shipping  of  grain  and 
stock.  There  are  several  Church  buildings  in  the 
townsliip,  including  two  Jletliodist  Kpiscopal,  one 
Seventh-Da}'  Adventist  and  one  Christian. 

In  1883  several  residents  of  Wellnian  and  vicin- 
ity desired  to  conn(;et  themselves  with  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  to  have  a  lodges  of  the  order  at  Wellman. 
To  accom[)lish  the  latter  it  was  necessary  to  have 
live  meml)ers  of  the  order  in  the  territory  where 
the  lodge  was  desired,  and  but  two — W.  E.  Ever- 
son  and  Levi  Miller — could  be  found.  In  this 
emergency  J.  A.  Riggin,  C.  C.  Clark  and  G.  V. 
Springer  petitioned  and  were  received  members  of 
South  English  Lodge  No.  .263.  They  then  with- 
drew from  that  lodge  and  witii  the  two  lirst  named 
made  application  for  a  dis|)ensation  to  institute  a 
lodge  at  Wellman.  On  Nov.  H,  1883,  the  dis- 
pensation was  granted  by  J.  T.  AblH)tt,  (!rand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Iowa, 
and  the  lodge  was  duly  organized  and  constituted 
by  W.  E.  C.  Foster,  District  Deputy,  assisted  by 
members  of  the  three  lodges  of  Iowa  City,  and  of 
South  English  and  Keswick  lodges.  On  the  same 
evening  seven  petitions  were  presented,  and  the 
lodge  entered  upon  a  career  of  usefulness  and  pros- 
perity, numbering  now  twenty-one  members  in 
good  standing,  including  four  Past  Grands.  It  is 
known  as  Wellman  Lodge  No.  92,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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The  Dayton  creamery,  on  section  12,  Lime  Creek 
Townshii),  was  established  in  May,  1881,  by  a  stock 
company,  under  the  management  of  G.  G.  Still- 
inger,  with  C.  O.  Nichols  as  Sn[)erintendent.  This 
arrangement  continued  until  Dec.  1,  1882,  when 
IMr.  Nichols  bought  the  entire  establishmeni.  It 
has  a  capacity  of  2,000  i)ounds  of  butter  per 
d.iy,  and  power  is  furnished  by  a  first-class  ten- 
horse  power  engine.  The  jiroducts  of  the  cream- 
ery enjoy  an  enviable  reputation,  and  find  a  ready 
market,  its  butter  being  largely  shipped  to  New 
York  City,  where  it  is  indemancL,  The  factory 
under  Mr.  Nichols'  care,  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, both  in  its  financial  and  mechanical  .aspects. 
The  main  building  is  two  stories,  32x34;  ice  house 
18x20.  The  l)utter  maker  is  J.  T.  Nash,  who  has 
had  years  of  experience  in  tlie  business.  The  but- 
termilk of  the  creamery  is  used  by  Mr.  Nichols  in 
fattening  shoats,  of  whicli  he  handles  a  large  num- 
ber. Altogether  he  puts  about  $100,000  in  circu- 
lation e.ach  year,  showing  the  Dayton  Creamery  to 
be  no  small  factor  in  tiie  general  prosperity  of 
Washington  County. 

Tiie  Nira  Cheese  Factory  was  built  in  1887, 
going  into  operation  on  June  1  of  that  year,  under 
the  management  of  Clifton  Tucker,  a  practical 
cheese  maker.  Its  present  capacity  is  470  pounds 
\)cr  day,  but  the  building  is  large  enough  to  allow 
of  the  production  being  doubled.  The  building  is 
the  largest  in  the  county  devoted  to  the  purpose, 
being  26x40,  witli  an  L  18x24,  both  two  stories. 
The  power  is  furnished  by  a  ten-horse  engine.  The 
oflicers  and  directors  are  elected  each  ^-ear  by  the 
stockholders.  The  oflicers  for  this  year  are  I.  N. 
Carr,  President;  E.  S.  Smith,  Secretary;  V.  W. 
Harris,  Treasurer  and  Salesman.  The  factory  owes 
its  existence  mainly  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  I.  X.  Carr, 
and  its  results  so  far  have  been  satisfactory  to  the 
stockholders,  dividends  being  declared  monthly. 
The  cheese  manuf.actnred  is  of  first-class  quality, 
and  finds  a  ready  market. 

The  Bunker  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Lime  Creek  Township,  a  frame  building  26x36,  was 
built  in  the  fall  of  I860.  It  had  about  forty  mem- 
bers, and  Rev.  John  Elrod  was  its  first  pastor.  Its 
membershi|)  has  decreased  somewhat  in  conse- 
quence of  deaths  and  remov.als.     Its  present  pastor 
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is  Rev.  Chew.  Services  are  lield  every  other  Siin- 
daj'.  Ill  connection  with  the  Church  is  a  Simdaj'- 
school,  where  services  are  held  every  Sunday.  Its 
Superintendent  is  E.  F.  Smith.  Both  clmrch  and 
scliool  are  in  good  condition. 


English  Itiver  Township. 

^HIS  township  comprises  the  eastern  half  of 
township  77  north,  of  range  8  west,  and  the 
western  two-thirds  of  township  77  north 
of  range  7  west.  The  first  settlement  in  this  town- 
ship was  probably  made  in  1839,  and  among  the 
earliest  settlers  were  Cyrus  Coxe,  Stephen  Bun- 
ker, Jonathan  Bunker,  George  O'Loughlin,  John 
O'Loughlin,  Addison  Williams,  David  Bunker,  S. 
P.  Cooper,  Gideon  Bear,  William  Shaw,  Samuel 
Bunker,  John  Tyler,  Joel  Tyler,  Joshua  Williams 
and  Dr.  Joseph  Hamilton.  English  River  Precinct 
•was  formed  in  1840,  and  comprised  a  large  portion 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  On  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1845,  the  township  was  organized 
by  the  election  of  civil  officers.  The  real  estate 
transfer  in  the  county  was  of  land  in  this  township, 
and  the  deed  of  conveyance  bears  date  Dec.  21, 
1839,  and  was  from  Charles  D.  Haskell  to  Abraham 
Owens.  Dr.  Joseph  Hamilton  was  the  first  physi- 
cian. He  was  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church,  and  preached  the  Word  as' early  as 
1842.  The  first  school  taught  in  the  township  was 
in  1842,  Allen  Thompson,  who  came  from  Ohio, 
being  the  teacher.  In  1 842  Jonathan  Bunker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Randall,  and  about 
the  same  time  a  Mr.  Gilchrist  was  married  to  Cynthia 
Tyler.  These  were  the  first  marriages  in  the  town- 
ship. Rebecca  Cose,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Jane 
Coxe,  was  born  in  1840,  and  Abraham  Bunker,  a 
son  of  David  and  Marion  Bunker,  was  born  in 
1841.  A  daughter  of  Daniel  Bunker  died  in  1840. 
These  were  probably  the  first  births  and  deaths  in 
the  townslu|>. 

Within    the    township    limits  are  two  villages — 
Richmond  and  Kalona.     The  former  was  laid  out 
in  November,  1840,  and  is  located  on  the  southeast 
4» 


quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  and  the  north- 
east quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  30. 
Two  additions  were  made  to  the  village  at  differ- 
ent periods,  one  by  Mr.  Dawson,  the  original  pro- 
prietor, and  the  other  by  John  Bull.  Before  the  war 
Richmond  was  a  very  prosperous  village  of  between 
300  and  400.  In  consequence  of  the  building  of 
the  Burlington  &  Cedar  Rapids  Railroad  on  the 
north  and  of  the  Rock  Island  Road  on  the  south, 
the  village  has  decreased  in  population. 

The  Catholics  are  largely  represented  in  this  vil- 
lage and  in  the  surrounding  country.  The  Church 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  was  built  in  1855,  but  the 
society  was  organized  two  years  previously.  Rev. 
Father  Emmons  of  Iowa  City  being  the  first  priest 
to  hold  services  here.  Father  Mitchell  also  offici- 
ated here  at  an  early  day.  In  18C8,  the  present 
church  edifice  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  over 
$20,000.  It  is  a  commodious  and  elegant  structure. 
Father  John  B.  Fendrick  was  the  first  to  officiate  in 
the  new  church.  He  served  one  year  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Father  Schneider,  who  was  in  charge 
about  three  years.  Next  came  Father  Junker,  who 
served  about  three  years,  when  Father  Fendrick  re- 
turned and  remained  in  charge  till  February,  1874, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Father  Heer,  who 
served  two  years.  Father  Hronnenshenkel  came 
next  and  served  six  years.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Father  Bassler,  who  officiated  till  July,  1884,  when 
Father  Hoppmann  became  the  resident  priest.  Un- 
der the  managemeut  of  the  present  priest  many 
important  improvements  of  the  church  have  been 
made,  aggregating  upward  of  $3,000.  The  church 
membership  comprises  about  sixty  families,  largely 
composed  of  Germans,  or  families  of  German 
descent.  The  societj'  is  prosperous  and  working 
harmoniouslj'. 

The  village  of  Kalona  is  situated  on  the  line  of 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad, 
and  was  laid  out  in  August,  1879,  on  sections  17 
and  18,  township  77,  range  7.  During  the  .same 
month  S.  E.  Parker  erected  a  stone  building,  and 
shortly  afterward  William  Boone  opened  a  store  of 
genej-al  merchandise.  The  town  does  a  fair  trade, 
and  has  the  usual  number  of  stores,  shops,  churches 
and  schools.  The  population  of  the  village  is 
about  200. 
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lowii  Towusliiij. 

(T  OWA  TOWNSHIP  inchuU's  all  of  township  77, 
|{  range  (!,  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Iowa  Hiver, 
It,  and  two  tiers  of  sections  off  the  east  side  of 
township  77,  range  7.  The  first  settlement  was 
made  in  it  in  1839.  although  one  claim  had  been 
located  the  previous  j-ear  and  a  cabin  built,  which 
was  burned  down  shortly  after  its  completion. 
The  settlers  in  l.s31)  were  R.  B.  Davis,  E.  C.  Fair- 
child,  L.  \y.  Day  and  Gilson  McDaniel  on  Davis 
Creek ;  Joseph  Kdelstein,  ,S.  P.  Tceple,  Joiin  Diclil 
and  A.  II.  Haskell  on  the  south  side  of  English 
River;  and  C.  D.  Gilliam,  Joseph  Billman  and 
Nixon  Scott  on  the  north  side.  These  were  all 
men  of  family,  and  in  addition  were  a  number  of 
young  unmarried  men,  each  of  whom  made  a  claim 
to  suit  himself  (gencrall}-  inclosing  st)ine  timber), 
the  land  not  having  been  surveyed.  These  settlers 
built  cabins,  broke  some  prairie,  raised  a  few  crops, 
and  wintered  here.  In  the  following  year  the 
Government  built  the  military  niad  through  the 
township  from  north  to  suutii,  and  an  impetus  was 
given  to  immignition.  A  good  mill  site  was  found 
on  the  claim  of  A.  H.  Haskell,  on  the  English 
River,  on  wliich  a  mill  was  Ijcgun,  I)ut  iiigh  water 
carried  off  part  of  the  timber,  in  attempting  to  re- 
cov(!r  which  an  unmarried  brother  of  Mr.  Haskell 
named  Charles  -was  drowned,  and  these  parties 
never  completed  the  building,  selling  the  claiui  in 
1841. 

For  a  few  years  the  early  settlers  were  subject 
to  many  hardsliips  and  privations.  Sui)plies  had 
to  be  liauled  from  Burlington,  sixtj-  miles  distant, 
and  the  nearest  post-offices  were  at  Iowa  Citj'  and 
Wasiiington,  and  postage  on  an  ordiiiar3'  letter  was 
twenty-five  cents.  The  first  post-oflice  in  the 
township  was  established  at  Yatton  in  1841,  N.  P. 
Cooper  being  Postmaster.  The  weekly  mails  were 
carried  on  horseback. 

The  land  not  being  surveyed  until  ui.-iny  cl.iims 
had  been  made,  much  trt)uble  was  had  in  establish- 
ing lines,  many  of  which  h.ail  to  be  changed.  When 
the  lands  were  brought  into  market  in  the  summer 
of  1840  l)ut  few  of  the  settlers  liad  the  money  to 
purch.ase,  so  Ihey  combined  together,  and  none 
were  disturbed.  Those  who  had  money  paid,  and 
those  who  had  none  waited  until  they  could  bor- 


row it,  often  at  exhorbitant  rates  of  interest. 
Many  of  the  older  States  were  represented  among 
the  earlier  settlers,  as  well  as  several  European 
countries,  but  harinonj'  prevailed,  and  the  pioneers 
assisted  and  aided  each  other  in  everj'  way. 

The  new  country  rapidlj-  improved,  and  private 
manufactories  were  introduced.  Flax  and  wool 
were  spun  and  cloth  made  at  home;  a  Mrs.  ]\Iar- 
ling  wove  jeans  and  woolens.  A  small  taiuierj-  was 
started,  naturally  followed  by  a  shoemaker.  The 
original  settler,  Joseph  F^delstcin,  made  wagons 
and  sleds,  and  tobacco  was  manufactured  and 
pressed  by  John  Holland  and  R.  McReynolds.  The 
greatest  trouble  the  settlers  experienced  was  in  get- 
ting to  mill,  the  nearest  being  on  Skunk  River,  a 
journey  of  a  week,  with  ox-teams,  and  often  requir- 
ing a  wait  of  several  daj's  besides,  frequently  leav- 
ing the  entire  settlement  without  Hour  or  meal  for 
a  number  of  ilays.  A  few  coffee-mills  and  small 
hand  mills  and  graters  were  owned  in  the  town- 
ship, and  these  were  alw.ays  free  to  those  who 
needed  them.  A  mill  was  a  necessity,  and  the  un- 
comi)leted  one  which  had  proved  so  disastrous  to 
young  Haskell,  and  which  was  sold  b^'  his  brother, 
A.  II.,  and  his  partner,  Abraham  Owens,  to  N.  Mc- 
Clure,  was  completed  as  a  sawmill  in  1S42,  and  a 
substantial  dam  built.  This  sup|)lied  timber  to  the 
settlers  in  1842,  and  the  following  year  saw  the 
comi)letion  of  the  still  more  necessary  gristmill  by 
the  same  person.  JlcClure  also  opene<l  a  general 
store,  and  laid  out  a  town  wliicli  he  called  Sheltield, 
which  came  to  an  untimely  end,  but  two  houses 
having  ever  been  built  in  it.  The  sawmill  was  run 
a  few  years  and  then  abandoned;  the  gristmill  has 
been  twice  burned  down  and  rebuilt,  and  has 
changed  hands  several  times.  It  is  now  owned  by 
F.  Fellman.  The  body  of  Charles  Haskell  was 
found  embedded  in  the  sand  on  the  river  bank, 
throe-quarters  of  a  mile  below  the  mill,  more  than 
two  3-ears  after  his  drowning,  and  was  buried  near 
the  mill. 

Another  dam  was  built  across  English  River,  and 
a  sawmill  begun  by  Joseph  Allen.  The  raceway  to 
carry  the  water  to  the  Iowa  River  being  on  the  pe- 
culiar plan  of  running  water  up  hill,  the  inevitable 
happened,  and  this  project  failed.  Still  another 
mill,  built  by  Dennis  Hammond   on   Davis  Creek, 


* 


n 


u 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


687 


came  to  giief  as  his  dam   would    not    hold    water. 

FIRST  T1I1N(;S. 

The  first  election  for  uflicers  was  held  in  tiie 
township  in  August,  1840,  when  C.  D.  Gilhnan  and 
L.  W.  Day  were  elected  .Justices  of  the  Peace;  A. 
W.  Davis  and  .John  Taft.  Constables;  and  R.  B. 
Davis,  Clerk.  Prior  to  this  A.  H.  Haskell  had 
acted  as  .Justice,  having  been  appointed  hy  the 
Governor. 

In  June,  1 840,  the  first  sermon  was  preached  in  the 
township  at  the  house  of  R.  B.  Davis  by  Rev.  Rol- 
ens McReynolds,  a  Baptist  •minister.  In  1842  a 
class  of  the  Methodist  Episcop.al  Chui'ch  w.as 
formed  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Marlin,  where  serv- 
ices were  regularly  held  for  several  years,  and  in 
1845  a  log  meeting-house  was  built  near  where 
Yatton  was  afterward  laid  out.  This  was  replaced 
by  a  frame  building  in  1854,  which  was  occupied, 
until  187a,  when  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  built  in  Riverside  at  a  cost  of  $3,500.  Mainly 
through  the  efforts  of  Joseph  Edelstein  St.  Vin- 
cent's Roman  Catholic  Church  was  organized  in 
1844,  and  in  1848  the  frame  church  edifice  w.as 
built,  which  was  enlarged  in  1858.  In  1877  the 
present  building  was   erected,  at  a  cost  of  12,700. 

The  first  school  in  the  township  was  taught  by 
H.  S.  Guy,  in  1841,  in  a  log  house  on  Davis  Creek, 
in  whicli  the  puiiils  paid  §2  each  for  a  term  of 
three  months.  The  school  was  in  existence  until 
the  district  schools  were  organized  in  the  town- 
ship. 

The  first  birth  was  that  of  George  L.  P^delstine, 
July  19,  1840. 

TATTON. 

In  185G  John  F.  Vandyke  laid  out  the  town  of 
Yatton,  on  section  19,  range  6.  It  soon  grew  into 
a  flourishing  business  place  of  about  300  inhabit- 
ants, with  numerous  stores,  and  was  prosperous  un- 
til Riverside  became  the  terminus  of  the  railroad 
in  1872,  when  Yatton  rapidly  declined  in  import- 
ance, until  at  present  little  business  is  done  there, 
being  all  absorbed  by  its  more  advantageously  sit- 
uated neighbor. 

RIVKRSIDK. 

The  important  village  of  Riverside  was  laid  out 

^  ,    in  1872,  by  J.  Boyd  and  A.  B.  Rose,  on  the  north 
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side  of  English  River,  near  the  center  of  the  town- 
ship. Being  for  several  years  the  terminus  of  the 
Muscatine  Railroad  it  had  a  rapid  and  substantial 
growth.  The  absorption  of  the  road  by  the  Bur- 
lington, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  and 
its  extension  westward  has  not  injured  the  town, 
which  continues  a  prosperous  trade  center.  It  has 
express  and  telegraph  facilities;  two  good  church 
buildings,  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church  being 
a  brick  structure  with  a  seating  capacity  of  800;  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  frame  church  already  men- 
tioned, which  will  seat  400,  and  the  Baptist  con- 
gregation. It  has  also  a  fine  graded  school,  with 
three  te.achers.  Its  industries  are  represented  by  a 
creamery,  brick  and  tile  factory,  two  wagon-shops, 
three  blaeksmith-shops,  elevator  with  feed-grind- 
ing buhrs,  and  an  extensive  mill. 

The  mercantile  interests  of  the  place  are  two 
hardware  and  implement  stores,  three  general  stores, 
two  stores  for  groceries  exclusively,  one  hotel,  two 
restaurants,  a  watchmaker  and  jeweler,  and  gun- 
smith establishment. 

In  the  beginning  Riverside  experienced  much 
trouble  from  the  saloon  element,  there  being  no  less 
than  eight  .at  one  time,  promoting  jnuch  disorder. 
In  1882  the  town  was  incorporated,  and  the  saloons 
were  reduced  to  three  in  number  and  put  under  re- 
strictions, .and  a  better  state  of  things  .at  once  pre- 
vailed, which  was  still  further  advanced  when  pro- 
hibition went  into  effect.  The  town  has  three  phy- 
sicians and  a  dentist,  and  is  supplied  with  every 
requisite  for  comfortable  residence.  It  is  a  center 
for  the  business  of  the  surrounding  country,  and 
elections  are  held  and  township  matters  transacted 
there. 

Among  the  institutions  of  the  town  is  Tradition 
Lodge  No.  359,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  ch.artered  June  7, 
1876,  which  has  a  good  membership  and  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 

WAR  RECORD. 

The  record  of  Iowa  Township  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  is  one  of  which  its  citizens  may  justly  be 
proud.  No  local  bounties  were  ever  offered  or 
paid,  yet  her  quota  of  men  under  all  the  calls  was 
filled  by  volunteers,  and  no  draft  was  ever  called 
for  within  its  borders.  In  addition  twenty  of  her 
residents  enlisted  in  other  localities,  attracted  by 
' •^ 
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the  high  bounties  offered.  Of  her  lirtive  sons  who 
offered  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country,  more 
than  twenty  laid  tliem  down  on  the  field  of  battle, 
died  of  wounds  or  in  hospital,  and  many  returned 
home  more  or  less  disabled,  but  filled  with  a  new 
and  stn-onger  love  of  country,  and  counting  as 
nothing  their  sacrifices  when  weighed  in  the  scale 
against  a  country  preserved,  and  a  Union  restored, 
with  not  the  luster  of  a  single  star  dimmed. 

I'UOOHESS. 

No  section  of  this  broad  and   fertile    .State    has 


seen  greater  changes  than  Iowa  Township.  The 
poisonous  "rattler"  and  the  cowardly  prairie  wolf 
which  abounded  in  early  days  have  about  disap- 
peared. Beautiful  and  well-improved  farms  with 
pleasant  homes,  have  taken  the  place  of  unbroken 
prairie.  The  frequent  fires  which  ravaged  the 
homes  of  the  pioneers  have  ceased  ;  churches  and 
school-houses  are  numerous,  peace  and  prosperity 
reign  on  every  side.  Fully  one-half  of  its  people  are 
foreigners  or  their  descendants,  but  all  live  in 
harmony,  a  peaceful  and  law-abiding  community. 
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